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1740, 


ALLEN,  ROBERT,  was  the  fecodd  Ton  pf  ca{yfa}ii 
William  Allen,  unhappily  killed,  in  1696,  on  board 
the  Bonadventure,  and  of  whoie  gallantry  on  that  oocafion 
n^  have  already  given  a  ihoit  account,  (vol.  ii.  p.  406.) 
This  gentleman  was  bom  in  1689,  and  was  on  board  hit 
iathei^s  fhip  at  the  time  of  the  encounter  which  proved 
ISHal  to  him,  leaving  this  gentleman,  his  fon,  then  fcarcclv 
eight  years  old.  Ftirfuing  the  fame  profeilion  with  much 
ca^mefs,  and  nothing  intimidated  at  the  difafter  which 
had  befallen  his  parent,  he  was  very  defervedly  patronized^ 
early  in  life,  bv  admiral  Hopfon,  and  promoted,  through 
diat  gentleman  8  recommendation,aided  by  his  own  deferts^ 
to  be  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Referve.  No  other  mention 
is  made  of  him  till  the  year  171 1,  when  he  was  appointed 
firft  lieutenant  of  the  Norfolk,  a  large  third  rate.  With* 
out  friends,  and,  confequently,  without  interefl,  he  coii^ 
tinued  a  lieutenant  for  nearly  thirty  years  after  this  time^ 
but  during  this  very  mortifying  period  held  various 
jqppointments,  as  (irft  lieutenant  of  diiFerent  (hips.  Thofe 
particularly  mentioned  were,  the  Sterling  Caftle,  his 
commiflion  for  which  he  received  in  1726:  iathe  £d1- 
kmmg  year  he  Was  removed  into  the  Lion :  a|id,  in  1728, 
info  tb^  Bredah.  in  17331  he  was  made  lieutenant  of 
the  Berwick:  and,  laftly,  in  17371  of  the  Oloucefter. 
U^iviiig  at  length  fuffid«Atly  atyiMfted  th^  notice  of  his 
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fuperiors  by  his  long  and  very  meritorious  fervdce,  he  was, 
on  May  8,  1740,  pronnoted  to  be  captain  ^  the  Biddeford 
frigate,  though  in  fome  accounts  hcjs^rroneoufly  dated  as 
captain  of  the  Lyme  a  fhort  time  befpiir  the  above  date.  In 
thefiiddeford  he  continued  onl^'tiTI  July  following,  and 
was  then  pronnoted  to  th^  l{.tK:hefter,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty 
guns;  in  which  (hip  (le.  ir^inained  till  the  enfuing  year ; 
he  was  then  made'capt&tn*of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  a  fir(^ 
rate,  fitted  as  a  4ag-())ip:  but,  in  1742,  was  removed  into 
the  Charlotte-.yjjjiht;'  In  the  month  of  September  1745, 
he  was  appbtt^ted'to  the  Somerfet ;  in  which  command  he 
rcmaine^onry  till  the  month  of  November  following,  and 
then -hftjiourably  retired  from  the  lineof  aSive  fervice,  on 
bring  made  capiain  of  the  Mary  yacht.  We  have  no  other 
intelKgence  concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1752,  to  that  time  retaining  his  iaft 
appointment. 

J8ALCHEN,  George, — was  the  only  fon  of  the  brare 
and  unfortunate  fir  John  Baichen,  knight*,  born  fome- 
time  in  the  year  17 17.  Having,  according  both  to  report 
and  every  probable  conjedure,  been  brought  up  and  pro- 
perly in(lru£led  in  the  feveral  neceflary  duties  of  an 
officer  under  the  immediate  eye  of  his  worthy  parent,  he  • 
was,  on  the  12th  of  September  1740,  promoted  to  be 
captain  of  the  Greyhound.  In  1742  he  was  captain  of 
the  Pclk(l6ne,  of  44  guns,  on  the  IVf  editerranean  ftation, 
and  bore  a  diflinguiihcd  (hare,  under  the  command  of 
cornmodorc  Barnct  t,  in  the  encounter  with  the  chevalier 
de  Caylus.  After  his  return  to  England  he  was  promoted 
to  the  Pembroke,  and  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where 
unhappily  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only  twenty-eight 
years  old,  he  died,  univerfally  regretted,  on  the  i8th  of 
December  1745,  having  not  long  furvived  the  unhappy 
fate  of  his  gallant  father :{:. 

'  •'  BERTl  t,  Lord  Montague  §,  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
•*' ;  Robert, 

♦  Sec  Vol.  lii.'^^.  155. 
•    t  See  vol.  iv.  p>£ia..  Commodore  Barnet  is  there  erroncoufly 
flated  to  have  hnd  with  him  another  iliip  ot  the  line,  but  wc  now  find 
this  ihip  to  have  been  thcFolkHone. 

X  Ibid,  p    162. 

^  This  ftmiU'  origtTTaHy  came   into  England,  from  BertiUnd  in 
Fruifia,  whcu  the  Saxons  £rfi  invaded  tliis  natignj  and  by  the  gift  of 

one 
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Itobert,  6rft  duke  of  AncaAer^  kc.  and  Albinia  his 
fecond  wife,  daughter  to  major-general  William  Farring- 
ton,  of  Chifelhurfty  in  ihc  coimty  of  K^nt.  He  was,  on 
die  i8th  of  July  1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Lyme 
frigate;  in  which  (hip  he  continued  during  all  or  the 
greater  part  of  the  following  year:  but  no  oiiicr  mention 
IS  any  where  made  of  him  as  a  naval  officer.  He  married- 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Williatn  Piers,  efq.  member  of 
parliament  for  Wells,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  by  whona^ 
ne  had  two  daughters.  He  died  of  a  dropfy  on  the  i2th 
of  December  i753>  and  was  buried  at  Chiielhurft  ^fOcC' 
faid, 

BOLTON,  Harry  Powlct,  Duke  of, — was  the  fccond 
Ton  of  Harry,  the  fourth  pcrfonagc  who  was  invcUcd  with 
that  high  title.  On  the  15th  of  July  1740,  he  was  pro- 
moted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  the  command  of  the 
Port  Mahon,  of  24 guns.  He  was  employed  in  the  month 
of  November  enfuing  in  efcorting  the  Opcrto  trade,  as  he 
alfo  was,  in  the  month  of  February  1741,  in  convoying 
that  to  Liibon.  From  the  Folkftone  he  was  foon  advanced 
to  the  Oxford,  of  fifty  guns,  a  ihip  on  the  Mediterranean 
ftation.  In  the  month  of  Augull  1742,  we  find  him 
fcrving  under  commodore  Martin,  with  the  fquadron  fent 
into  hiaples  bv  admiral  Mathews;  the  caufe  and  event  of 
"which  expedition  have  been  already  related  at  length*^. 
After  this  time  he  was  employed  with  fcveral  fmall  de- 
tachments, and  was  prefent  afterwards  at  the  a&ion 
oflF  Toulon,  but  not  engaged,  the  Oxford,  with  feveral 
other  fifty-gun  (hips,  being  Rationed  as  a  reftrrve  in 
cafe  any  of  the  enemy's  fleet  ihoiild  be  fortunate 
enough  to  force  their  way  through  the  Biiiiih  line. 
After    the   conclufion  of    that    unfortunate    ciicountcr, 

eiie  of  the  Saxon  kings  bad  a  callle,  and  alfo  a  town,  which  was  de- 
nominated from  ihcm  Berrieflcd,  near  Maidflonc  iu  Kent,  (led  and 
Aad  denoting,  in  the  Saxon  language,  a  town. 

It  appears  from  an  ancient  roanufcript  in  the  Cotton  librar)',  that 
Leopald  de  Beriie  was  conflable  of  Dover  caftle  in  the  reign  of  king 
Ethclred,  from  whom  dcfccnded  Hicronymus  de  Bertie,  founder,  or 
at  lead  a  great  benefa6^or  to  one  of  ihe  monaflerics  in  Kent,  the  north 
part  of  which  he  built  at  his  own  cxpcf.ce,  and  himfelf  was  buried  in 
a  chapel  there,  where  thrfe  arms  wcie  put  up  againft  a  pillar,  viz. 
Three  Battering  Rams  in  Pale. 

*  Sre  the  life  of  Mr,  Martin,  vol.  iv.  p.  72. 
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Captain  Powlet  was  cxdered  to  attend  the  diMled 
Marlborough  into  Port  Mahon.  No  other  remarkah^ 
notice  is  taken  of  him  during  the  time  he  continued  on 
tile  above-mentioned  (lation.  We  hear  nothing  more  of 
him  till  the  month  of  June  17459  when,  having  in  the 
interim  returned  to  Endand,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
oommand  of  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate  of  90  guns:  bti|^ 
we  have  no  fartlier  particulars  concerning  him  during  the 
time  he  retained  that  ftation,  except  his  having  been  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-ofiartial  held,  on  board  the  Sander 
wich,  atSpithead,  in  the  month  of  June  17459  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Green  of  the  Lizard.  In  1740,  he  waa 
examined  as  one  of  the  witnefles  on  the  trial  of  vice-admiral 
Leftock,  touching  his  condud  in  the  engagement  off 
Tou}on. 

His  next  command  was  the  Ruby,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty 
guns.  In  April  1746,  we  find  him  to  have  been,  by  order, 
Oiptain  of  the  Defiance,  of  fixty  guns,  a  (hip  at  that  time 
employed  as  acruifer.  On  the  21  (I  he  fell  in  with  and 
captured,  after  a  very  fmart  engagement,  which  continued 
two  hours,  a  very  large  French  frigate  carrying  forty 
guns  and  three  hundr^  and  fixty-five  men,  calkd  the 
Ambufcade,  new  from  the  ftocks.  As  a  proof  of  the 
judicious  manner  in  which  the  Defiance  was  conduced 
during  the  adion,  captain  Powlet  had  orAy  one  aian  killed 
end  three  wounded,  while  the  enemy  had  on  the  fame  oc* 
ealion  twenty-fix.  He  returned  afterwards,  for  a  fhort 
time,  into  the  Ruby,  but  was  foon  removed  into  the  Exeter, 
ef  60  guns,  and  ordered  to  the  £a(l  Indies,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  ferve  during  the  remainder  of  the  war;  but  is 
not,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcover,  mentioned  in 
mny  other  way  than  has  been  already  related  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  fiofcawen  *.     Alter  his  return  to  England  t  admiral 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  318.  Mr.  Bofcavren,  after  the  loft  of  the  Nimur, 
Voided  his  flag  on  board  the  £xeter,  and  returned  to  England  with 
captain  Powlet.  That  gallant  admiral  is  faid  to  have  declared,  on  all 
eccafions,  that  the  Exeter  was  one  df  the  beft  regulated  and  condii£led 
fhtDt  he  had  ever  been  on  board  of. 

t  On  the  I3ih  of  May  1752,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
—  Nunn,  of  Eltham  in  the  county  uf  Kent,  efq.  By  this  lady,  who 
died  May  31,  1764,  and  is  bnricd  at  Eltham,  he  had  one  daughter, 
Mary- Henrietta,  born  Oftober  1753,  married  April  the  •4th,  177a, 
John,  now  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  died  March  the  30th^  I779i  >°  '^^ 
t *enty-fixtb  year  of  hex  age. 

Griflin> 
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Griffin,  who  was  himmf  tried  and  dirmifled  the  fervic^ 
for  his  mifcondud  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  had  publicly 
mentioned  fome  exceotions  which  he  thought  proper  to 
take  agunft  captain  rowlet's  condudt,  A  court-martia) 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  enc^uire  into  the  matter :  it 
aflembled  on  board  the  Devonfhire,  in  the  river  Medwayt 
on  the  ift  of  September  175a,  admiral  Townfliend  being 
the  prelident.  No  perfon,  however,  appearing  to  fiib- 
flantiate  the  charge,  it  was  unanimoufly  pronounced,  ia 
the  ftriSeft  fenfe  of  the  word,  groundlels. 

In  the  month  of  February  1753,  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  Somerfet^  a  thiid  rate  of  fcventy  guns,  com- 
nuffioned  as  a  guard-(hip  at  Chatham. 

By  the  fucceflion  of  his  father,  the  lord  Harry  Powlet, 
to  the  dukedom  of  Bolton ,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft  X754t 
he  himfelf  became,  as  his  fecond  fon,  inverted  with  the 
fame  honorary  title.  In  the  (ame  year  he  was  eleded  repre* 
fentative  in  parliament  for  the  boroueh  of  Lymington,  as 
he  was,  in  that  which  fucceeded,  for  the  city  w  Win<- 
chefter.  In  1 755  he  was  captain  of  the  Barfieur,  a  fecond 
rate,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  cruife,  in  foundings,  under 
the  command  of  fir  Edw.  Hawke,  to  watch  the  motioiiBof 
the  French,  whofe  treachesgps  and  hoftile  intentions  hwi 
been  for  fome  time  fufpeded.  An  occurrence  took  placf 
while  he  was  thus  employed  which  made  confideraUe 
noife,  and  caufed  him  to  be  much,  and,  as  it  appears,  very 
undefervedly  cenfured ;  a  whimfical  miftake  m  the  tenns 
iifed  by  him  in  his  plea  of  defence,  was  humouroufly  and 
ingenkujlyy  though,  we  muft  own,  not  very  fairly  held  out 
as  an  incontrovertible  pn>of  of  the  guilt  of  this  noble 
perfon,  popular  opinion  difdains  ever  to  confefs  its 
error,  and  rather  prefers  calumniating  the  mod  innocent 
and  fpotlefs  charaoer,  than  foregoing  a  prejudice  haftily, 
and,  perhaps,  very  wantonly  taken  up. 

The  whole  of  the  tranfaaion  alluded  to  having  under- 
gone a  ferious  and  legal  invcitigation,  we  cannot,  perhaps, 
a6l  more  fairly,  than  briefly  toflate  the  proceedings  which 
took  place,  and  the  fadls  as  given  in  evidence. 

He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  held  on  board  the  Prince 
George,  at  Portf'mouth,  on  the  2oth,  2iit,  and  22d  of 
Odober  1755,  before  Henry  Ofborne,  efq.  vice-admiral 
of  the  red,  on  a  charge  of  quitting  his  ftation  without 
leave  from  admiral  Hawke,  oi  whofe  fquadron  the  Bar- 
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flenr,  as^has  been  already  dated,  was  one.  Upon  this  trial 
it  was  preyed  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  Aiiguft 
Itird  Powlett,  by  verbal  order  from  fir  E.  Hawke,gavc  chafe 
tb  a  fail  that  appeared  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  continned  the 
purfuit  to  leeward  of  the  fleet  from  ten  o'clock  till  twelve, 
when  he  came  up  and  fpoke  with  the  vefTel,  which  proved  to 
be  a  friend :  he  then  itretchcd  away  to  the  weflward  till 
two;  and  at  two  tacked  and  flood  towards  the  fleet  till 
leven.  Some  of  the  fleet  were  feen  (landing  on  one  tack 
and  fome  on  another,  fo  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
rfcet  flood  eafl  or  weft.  Lord  Powlett  therefore  ordered 
the  mafler  to  fet  the  admiral,  who  bore  N.  E.  by  N. 
about  four  leagues  diftant,  but  about  eight  o'clock,  night 
coming  on,  -and  the  Barlleur  being  ftill  at  a  diftancc,  he 
entirely  loft  fight  of  the  fleet. 

A?  the  ftiips  had  been  feen  ftanding  on  different  tacks, 
lord  Powlett  was  now  in  doubt  what  was  really  the  track 
of  the  fleet;  upon  which  he  advifed  with  the  mafler,  and 
it  was  concluded  that  the  moft  likely  method  to  join  it  was 
to  ftand  eaftward  till  midnight;  and  then,  if  no  part  of  it 
fhould  be  feen,  to  put  about  to  the  weftward. 

Having,  in  confcquenceofthisdctermination,  fleered  eaft 
till  twelve  at  night,  crowding aH  the  fail  he  could,  and  hav- 
ing difcovered  no  lights  during  that  time,  he  tacked  to  the 
weftward,  and  kept  on  that  courfe  till  between  five  and  fix 
in  the  morning  of  the  ncxtday ;  at  thattimea  midfhipman 
at  the  mafl-head  called  out  that  he  faw  three  fail  bearing 
about  E.  by  N.  The  lieutenant  of  the  watch  concluding 
that  thefe  three  Oiips  were  pa^t  of  the  fleet,  immediately 
prepared  to  pt*t  about  in  order  to  join  them :  but  while 
this  was  doing  another  fail  was  difcovered  from  the  mafl- 
head  in  the  fouth-weft  quarter.  The  lieutenant  being 
then  in  doubt  what  courfe  to  take,  went  down  to  lord 
Powlett  and  acquainted  him  with  what  the  midfliipman 
had  feen  in  both  quarters.  Lord  Powlett  immediately 
gave  orders  to  chafe  the  fail  to  the  fouth-weft,  for  the 
following  reafons : 

I  ft.  He  fuppofed  her  a  French  man  of  war  homeward 
bound. 

adly.  By  thp  direflion  he  judgfed  her  to  be  in 
with  rcfpew  to  the  fleet,  he  knew  there  was  no  probabi- 
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Ifty  that  -  flic  would  be   fpoken  with    by    any    other 
veflcl. 

3dly.  Admiral  Hawke  had  then  more  than  double  the 
force  of  any  fquadron  the  French  had  at  fea,  and  therefore 
lord  Powlett's  abfence  could  not  probably  produce  any 
ill  confequence. 

4thly.  He  imagined  it  to  be  a  general  rule  with  all 
commanders  of  a  cruizing  fquadron  to  chafe  every  veflel 
that  appeared;  and  if  no  Ihip  belonging  to  fuch  fquadron 
was,  when  out  of  fight  of  the  admiral,  to  give  chafe,  many 
of  the  enemy's  fhips  would  efcape  that  might  be  eafily 
taken.    And, 

5thlv,  He  had  great  probability  of  joining  the  fleet  next 
day,  if  the  wind  had  fliifted;  and  if  hot,  of  joining  it  at 
the  rendezvous. 

After  chafing  this  veflel  to  the  S.  W.  about  three  hours, 
another  appeared  to  the  S.  E.  upon  which  lord  Powleu 
fliaped  his  courfe  between  both^  About  fix  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  after  a  chafe  of  twelve  hours  the  veflel 
firft  purfued  made  fir  Edw,  Hawkc's  diflinguifliing  fig- 
nal,  and  proved  to  be  an  Englifli  man  of  war :  lord  Powlett, 
however,  ftill  continued  to  ftand  on  for  fome  time,  that 
if  file  was  one  of  fir  Edward's  fquadron  he  might  acquaint 
her,  that  on  the  23d  the  admiral  had  changed  his  rendez- 
vous :  but  the  veflel  flill  flanding  from  him,  he  left  her  and 
gave  chafe  to  the  other  veflel  which  had  appeared  to  the 
S.  E.  and  about  feven  o'clock  he  found  that  this  alfo 
was  a  friend  :  he  then  tacked  once  more,  and  flood  to  the 
northward  to  join  the  fleet,  which  he  fuppofcd  to  be  about 
twenty  leagues  to  windward  of  him,  at  the  rendezvous. 
Early  the  next  morning,  that  is  to  fay  on  the  a5th,  the ' 
fliip  having  fleered  very  hard  for  three  or  four  days  before, 
the  tiller  was  unfliipped  and  the  goofe-mck  fliifted  an  inch 
and  an  half  farther  forward,  it  having  born  fo  hard  upon 
the  fweep  as  almofl  to  have  worn  it  through ;  and  a  few 
hours  afterwards  the  carpenter  made  a  report  to  the  officer 
of  the  watch,  that  xYkeJlem-poft  was  loofe  and  worked  very, 
much  ;  that  the  fecond  and  xYiiid  pintles  of  the  rudder j  which 
had  been  before  complained  of,  worked  much  more  than  ' 
they  had  ever  yet  done;  and  that  the  upper  brace  upon  the 
Jiern-foft  was  loofe. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  report  lord  Powktt  fent  the  firft  lieutenant 
and  mailer,  with  the  carpenter,  to  examine  whether  it 
was  well-grounded,  who  finding  that  it  was,  he  caufed  the 
JUm-poft  and  ftandard  to  be /r^/^^  together,  and  both  of 
them  to  be  frapped  to  the  mizen-ma(L  Lord  Powlett 
alfo  ordered  the  two  aftermoft-guns  in  the  gun-room  to 
be  removed  into  the  hold,  to  eafe  the  weakened  part  of 
the  (hip.  When  thefe  precautions  had  been  taken,  the 
fhip  ftill  continued  to  ftand  to  the  northward  till  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  and  then  tacked  and  ftood  to  the 
eaitward. 

The  carpenter  however  continued  to  urge  the  dangerous 
condition  of  the  (hip,  fo  that  on  the  27th  lord  Powlett  fent 
his  two  mates  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  fliip  a 
fccond  time.  They  reported,  under  their  hands,  the  de- 
ictXs  mentioned  by  the  carpenter,  and  declared,  that 
thou£;li,  by  the  precautions  that  had  been  taken  thefc  de- 
fe«S).s  wtrre  in  fome  mcafiire  remedied :  yet,  if  a  hard  gale 
(hould  iuppcn,  or  a  rough  fca,  they  could  not  anfwer  for 
the  confequencc.  Lord  Powlett  neverthelefs  ftill  continued 
to  ftand  caftward  till  the  28th,  at  noon,  hoping  to  make 
fir  Edward's  rendezvous,  having  got  into  the  latitude 
the  evening  before.  But  feeing  nothing  of  the  fleet 
after  beating  about  fevcral  hours,  and  confidering  the 
jrport  of  the  carpenter,  the  lieutenants  and  the  mafter,  he 
at  length  gave  orders  that  they  Ihould  (leer  for  Spithead. 

Upon  hearing  the  evidence  on  both  (ides,  by  which 
thrfe  faAs  were  eftahlifhed,  the  court  unanimouily  agreed 
to  the  following  refohitions : 

That  he  did  not  judge  and  zfk  right  in  giving chace,  on 
the  24Th  of  Auguft.  to  a  fail  teen  in  the  fouth-weft,  when 
three  fail  were  fccn  in  the  north-eaft,  which  might 
probably  be  part  of  the  fleet.  ]fot  it  having  clearly 
appeared  to  them  that  his  intentions  were  upright  towards 
the  frrvice,  as  he  had  before  uM  hit  mmoflt  endeavours  tc) 
rejoin  the  fleet,  on  tht  ftil«««  k  ym^  when  be  feparate^ 
from  it ;  anil  I*  liki  aidc»voiui  to  joi 

it  oa  tht.  ;  this  error  dgi 

Oily  l»«lier^ 

joconiii^ 
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/U  10  his  itBtumiag  into  p>ft,  tht  cooit  are  ofopiDiM 
that,  coafi4eriiig  the  defe^  of  the  fliip'9  nMUer,  his  pro^ 
ceedUng  thereto  ^fnt^  verjrjuiUfiable)  am  therefore  they  do 
Vi^nimoufiy  acquit  him  of  all  blame  upon  that  acoouatt 
and  he  is  hereby  ac<)uitted  accordingly. 

But  the  report  given  by  the  carpenter  of  tht  Barflew 
pf  the  condition  of  tha  (hip,  upon  which  lord  PowloU 
9Afdf  being  contradided  by  the  MIder  at  Chatham,  tbo 
ipdmiralyr-boaid  thought  fit  to  break  him* 

The  tiLdf  as  related  to  us  gp  the  beft  and  moft  impaiv 
tial  authority,  appears  to  have  been,  that  the  gud^eon3  of 
Ihe  ftem-poft  and  rodder-^pins,  which  worked  in  them 
ahove  and  helow,  hecame  loofe,  one  or  two  in  the  center 
famaining  firiOy  this  caufed  the  cambertng  of  the  ftem^ 
pcft,  infomuch  that  the  (hip  would  not  (leer  till  the  goofi^ 
iicck  was  taken  off,  and  brought  farther  forward  upon  tbf 
fwecp.  The  ill^udged  report  of  the  carpenter,  founded 
OB  his  ignorance  ot  the  real  caufe,  gave  birth  to  thoTf 
yepeated  and  iUibera)  jefts  which  were  perpetually  vented 
^y  thofe  who,  on  all  public  occafions,  take  upon  them  to 
decide  on  ^ueftions  they  little  iinderftand,  and  alwaya 
piHJudglt  according  to  the  bias  of  what  is  called  popular 
opinion*  His  loimhip,  completely  reftorod  both  to  tho 
fervice,  and  good  opinion  of  al)  i^prejudiced  men,  was,  on 
the  4th  of  June  1756,  raifed  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral 
of  the  blue*  In  9757  he  wai  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral 
of  the  white,  and  for  a  (hort  time  commanded  iirft  in  the 
Powns  and  afterwards  at  the  Nore.  On  February  7, 
1758,  he  was  made  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  but  does  nor 
appear  to  have  been  inveded  with  any  command  after  thoft 
laA-mentioned  ^.  He  afterwards  paifed  through  the  different 
ranks  of  a  flag  officer  till  he  attained  that  of  admiral  of  the 
white  f.    He  fucceeded  to  the  title  of  Bolton  on  the  de^tb 

of 
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^  Ateiral  Boictweii«  when  apfMiited  to  tbt  Mc^icrraaem  eooH 
afiaad,  in  1759,  defirtd  his  lordftip  nigHt  Terve  under  bis  commaiMU 
This  was  reluCpd,  hein^,  as  it  was  pretended,  difagreeaMe  to  his  ma* 
jeflv :  fttch  are  the  iatngoes  of  party,  and  baneful  cfe^  of  preji]diee« 
-  T  On  the  i4tliof  Fcbmary  1759,  he  was  appointed  vice^sdmlra^ 
ef  the  blue,  as  he  waa  of  the  white  on  the  9th  of  December  1 760.  On 
|{mi  fBth  of  Odober  1770,  he  was  nade  admiral  of  the  Blue.  His 
civil  offices  were  thofe  of  vice-adaiiral  of  the  counties  of  Soutbamptpji 
and  Do^Bt,  and  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  and  Cirifbrooke  caftle, 
McK  laft  appointment  he  received  ia  the  month  ot  December  1766, 

and 
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of  his  onlybrother,  Charles,  the  fifth  duke.  HisgMw  mar- 
ried, April  ihe  8th,  1765,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Roherl 
Lowihcr,  efq,  and  fitter  10  the  prcfent  earl  of  Ltmfdsle.— 
fly  this  biiy  he  Itrfi  two  daughters,  the  lady  Catherine, 
nnw  i-omittf*  of  Darlington,  and  the  lady  Amelia. 
Having  tone  enjoyed  an  nnintcrtiinted  tranquillity,  and 
at  mucli  rtHucmcnt  aswascompaiible  with  fo  high  a  rank, 
he  died,  univcrliilly  regretted  and  Utiiented  by  all  who 
knew  his  benevolence  and  virtues,  on  ihc  l^ih  day  of 
December  1794,  having  aiiained  the  75ih  year  of  his 
age. 

COTKS,  Thomas,— was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  York  "on  the    laih  of  May  174.0:  this  was  one  of 
ihc  lliips  which,  in  the  inonth  of  November  following; 
ronipoied  ihe  reinforcement,  commjmkd  by  fir  Chalufiet 
O^t,  feiit  to  Mf.  Vernon  in  ihe  Welt  Indies,  previous  to 
the  attack  of  Carlh.i;;!n3,  which  tO(.k  place  itnmediate!]f 
fubfcqucni  to  ihc  arrival  of  thi-  flret.   VVe  find  him  parti- 
cularly moniiontd  as  having  been  one  of  the  captains 
■ppuinlcd  10  command,  tmdrr  Mr.  Rofcawen,  the  fcamen 
which  BllAckcd  and  carried  ihe  Birradera  battery.     Htf 
fcivcd  in  the  fame  llaiion  on  a  fccond  afTault,  utider  iha 
Orderi  of  captain  Walfwi,  the  Spaniards  having,  by  ex- 
■rtinnt  almuf)  increihble,  partiaJIv  reflorfd  their  works; 
He  NM*  altrrward*  t-oncem«l,  under  Mr-  Knowles,  iri 
the  bold  and  fiicceftful  afliiiili  on  tint  Si.  Jofcph,  of  which  J 
jwH  he  wa*  left  ci>mmaod!ng  ofliotr,  while  his  feniors  f 
c(>aimaiMl,  iho  captainx  Know^rs  and  Watfon,  ptilhed  * 
with  ihr  boat*  to  board  the  Callicla,  (he  Spai^ith  admiral's  J 
Rag-lhip,  ishtohlayat  no  i-teai  diftamf.    N.>  tiiatend'l 
mcnii«Mi  i»  ruhIc  of  him  during  the  rtimindcr  of  thci  I 
expeiliiion. 
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Captain  Cotes  was  one  of  the  officers  ordered  to  remain 
on  the  Weft  -Indian  ftation  with  Mr,  Vernon^  after  the 
unfortunate  failure  of  the  enterprize  juftaUuded  to,  and  the 
Gonfequent  detachment  6f  that  part  of  the  fleet  ordered  hack 
to  England /Onder  Mr.  Leftock..  .Not  however  being  in  a 
condition  for;fervice  when  Mr.  Vern.m  and  fir  Chaloner 
Ogle  failed  on  the  expedition  againft  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega^ 
the  York,  with  two  other  fhips,  the  Augiifta  and  Dept- 
fordt  were  left  behind  at  Jamaica;  with  commodore  Davers, 
but  under  orders  to  follow  the  fleet  as  foon  as  they  (hould 
be  equipped.  The  general  events  of  war  which  after- 
wards took  pV^e  in  the  Weft  Indies  were,  with  fome 
very  few  ex(!6ptions,  extremely  unintercfting ;  arid  cajp- 
tain  Cotes  p^d  fome  years  of  his  fervice  in  the  undif. 
tinguifhed  Crin^fd  of  brave  men,  his  cotcmporaries,  who 
were  employed  on  the  fame  ftation.  He  continued  cap* 
tain  of  the  York  till"  the  year  1745,  and  indeed  did  not 
return  from  the  Weft  Indies  long  before  that  time-  After 
his  arrival  he  was  advanced  to  tne  Edinburgh,  of  feventy 
guns,  a  (hip  employed,  during  the  greater  part  if  not  the 
whpleof  the  following  year,  as  a  cruifer  in  the  Channel. 
^e  met  with  confidcrablc  fuccefs  in  this  occupation,  hav- 
ing made  feveral  valuable  and  confequential  prizes,  one  of 
which  was  a  very  large  private  ftiip  of  war,  new  from  the 
fiocks,  called  the  Due  de  Chartyes,  mounting  thirty-two 
guns.  He  continued  in  the  Edinburgh  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war,  always  aSively  employed, and  exerting 
himfelf  on  ryery  occaiion  where  the  fmalleft  opportunity 
ofiered  of  diftinguifliing  himfelf.  In  1746  he  was  com- 
tnodorei  or  rather  captain  of  a  fmajl  fquadron  fent  before 
the  fleet  under  Mr.  Ireftock,  to  reconnoitre  Port  L'Orient^. 
and  inform  himfelf  of  the  foundings,  and  every  other  ne- 
Ceflary  particular  preparatory  to  a  defcent.  This  ap-. 
pointed  fervice  he  executed  with  fuch  great  diligence  and 
exadnefs,  that  the  fubfequent  failure  of  the  expedition 
could  not  be,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  imputed  to  the 
omiflion,  or  want  of  exertion  and  precidon  on  his  part. 
In  1747  ^^*  f^^^^^  in  ^he  fquadron  under  rear-admiral 
Hawke,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  the  firft  difcoverer 
of  L*Etendiere's  fquadron,  which  was  totally  defeated  and 
Dearly  the  whol«  taken. 

^  In 
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In  1748  he  wts  appointed  amnuculore  6f  a  fmall 
IbiitdroA  ordered  out^  in  the  mdarii  of  April,  to  join 
bis  former  admiral.  When  proceeding  on  dot  fenrice 
in  parfuance  of  his  orders,  the  following  oocnrrence  took 
pla^e  iirhi^h  being  certainly  too  honourable  to  his  repu- 
tation and  charaffer  to  be  omitted  or  (lightly  pafled  over, 
wr  have  inferted  the  following  official  accoum  of  it. 

<<  Admiralty-oflke,  April  4. 

<^  Captain  Cotes,  commander  of  his  majefty's  ihip  the 
Edinbur^,  of  (eventy  guns,  having  been  (ent  to  fea  witk 
the  (aid  ihip,  together  with  the  rlagle,  Windfor,  and 
Princels  Loui(a,  of  fixty  guns  each,  and  the  Invernefs^  oi 
twenty-four  guns,  in  order  to  join  fir  Edward  Hawke>  has 
fent  the  Inverne(s  to  England  with  the  folbwin^  advi<xsp 
^z.  Thatt  on  the  7th  oflaft  month,  being  in  his  ftation 
off  Cape  Cantin,  looking  out  for  fir  Edward  Hawke^  he 
fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  Spanifli  Ihips  confifting  of  nine  men 
of  war  of  the  line. 

Guns.  Guns; 

ElSobervio           -        74  LaPaftora  -        *    64 

hton           -            -     74  El  Itofario  -^         60 

Colorado            -            70  Xavier        ^.  *             f4 

Oriento  *  64  LaGalgo  •  54 
Brillante            -            64 

Baring  under  their  convoy  abcnt  twenty-fi?ven  tnerdiant^ 
fltips>  with  which  they  failed  from  Cadit  four  days  before. 
Tmt  the  men  of  war  drew  into  a  line  to  receive  him,  but 
not  being  ftrong  enough  to  attack  them,  he  endeavoured 
to  eut  off  as  many  of  the  (hips  under  their  convoy  as  he 
could,  and  accordingly  five  of  them  were  taken,  three  being 
fegider-fhips  bound  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  two 
bound  to  Carthagena.  That  the  Spanifh  men  of  war 
<iontihued  to  lay-to  in  a  line,  and  did  not  endeavour  to 
retake  the  faid  (hips :  and  captain  Cotes  obferving  that 
the  fsid  fliips  under  their  convoy  fteered  away  to  the 
Weftward,  fcattered,  and  in  confunon  ;  as  foon  as  it  was 
dark  detached  the  Eagle  and  Windfor,  both  very  good 
failers,  to  purfue  them,  and  endeavour  to  cut  off  any  which 
fcparatcd  from  the  men  of  war/* 

Peace 
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Peace  being  concluded  trery  foon  after  the  foregoing 
very  fpirited  enterprize,  may  well  account  for  our  finding 
no  mention  made  of  this  very  brave  and  deferving  officer 
fill  the  te-comtnencement  of  war  with  France  in  1756. 
On  the  4.th  of  June  he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral 
of  the  vriiite;  and  before  the  conclufion  of  the  year  was 
nominated  <ommander-in^hief  on  the  Jamaica  ftation. 
He  did  not  however  fail  with  his  fquadron,  and  the  fleet 
of  tnerdiant-lhtps  which  he  was  inftruded  to  take  under 
hit  convoy,  till  the  9th  of  February.  After  his  arrival 
OB  the  ftation  he  difplayed  the  greateft  adivity  and  dili- 
gence in  the  difeibution  of  his  cruizers,  as  well  as  every 
other  particular  of  fervice  in  which  he  was  conneAed, 
or  had  the  management  of.  He  had  the  peculiar  fatif- 
fiiAion  of  itfle&ing  that,  in  all  probability,  under  no 
preccdii^ocmmander  in  the  lame  quarter,  had  the  pccu« 
ntary  l<Hra  of  tfie  enemy  been  greater  from  the  interrupt 
tion  given  to  th«r  commerce,  or  their  charaAer  as  a 
warlike  nation,  fuflered  inore  from  the  many  gallant 
enteiprizes  executed  by  the  private  captains  under  his 
immediate  command.  Thefe  however  will  be  with  more 
propriety  related  hereafter  in  the  accounts  or  memoirs  of 
the  difllerent  perfons  more  particularly  concerned  in  ex- 
ecuting them. 

On  the  3tft  of  January  I7s8>  Mr.  Cotes  appears  to 
have  been,  while  then  ablent  on  the  ftation  already  men- 
tioned, advanced  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 
He  retained  the  fame  commatid  for  fomc  time  afterwards ; 
and  thoudi  no  opportunity  was  afforded  him  of  being 
partkrulany  concerned  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
iquadron  employed  in  that  part  of  the  world,  in  any  re* 
markaMe  or  coniequential  enterprize  againft  any  of  the 
enemy's  fettlements,  yet  muft  we  juftly  bcftow  on  him  all 
the  praife  poflible  to  be  gained  by  the  ftrideft  attention  to 
the  milder  and  lefs  dazzUne  duties  of  his  ftation.  On  the 
14th  of  February  1759,  ne  was  advanced  to  be  vice- 
admiral  Of  the  white,  as  he  was  again,  on  the  21ft  of 
Ofiober  1762,  to  be  vice  of  the  red.  After  his  return 
from  the  Weft  Indies  he  was  elcded,  in  the  twelfth  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  which  met  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember 1761,  reprefentative  for  Great  Bedwin,  in  Wilt- 
ihire  i  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  bft-mentioned,  was 
3  cbofen 
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chofenoneof  the  elder  brethren  of  the  Trinit]><houre;biiC 
was  no  othcrwifi;  conncflcd  vith  public  affairs.  Hi 
liciKcfurth  pafTcd  a  life  totally  abflraQcd  from  the  naval 
fcrvite ;  aniJ  died  ai  lall  regretted  by  every  perfon  who  had 
Iicard  his  public  character,  and  lamemed  by  all  who  were 
ac()u;iiiiiedwithhiaprivatevtriues,in  the  month  of  Oflober 

EDWARDS,  Richard,— was,  onthe4thofNovember 
17^0,  appniiiicd  captain  of  the  Fox  frigate.  He  rcmsuncd 
in  that  thip  till  after  llu':  vlaf  1742,  but  is  only  mentioned 
as  having  cnpiiircd  a  fmall  Spanilh  privateer,  of  ten  guns, 
called  tht:  Jtiita  Rcfina.  Wc  know  nothing  relative  to 
hin)  fublVqnent  to  (hit:  time  till  the  month  of  February 
1744- <;.  uiicupt  that,  during  a  part  of  the  intermediate 
jxTiiKl,  lie  was  captain  of  tlicTorrington.  He  commanded 
ilu-  Viincefs  Mary  early  in  1746,  and  was  appointed 
j^iivii nor  of  Nfwt'miMiJlanil :  he  was  ordi;red,  however,  to 
put  hiuifclf  imdcr  the  ciimmniid  of  commodore  Warren, 
who  was  iht-n  ixviij>ii-d  in  the  fugc  of  Louifburg :  with 
him  he  ^^.ls  to  coniimie  till  the  rediitlion  of  that  fortrefs. 
J  t(- ;i: nt  cil  there  on  the  ilih  of  June,  four  days  only  be- 
foic  us  fniniid^r,  with  the  Frincefs  Mary,  the  Heflor, 
unil  tl'<-  I. Ilk.  Thut  expedition  being  completed,  he 
|ini.n.l..l  :i.-ni  iluna-  accor.!ing  to  his  original  appoint- 
iiii'iil  jikI  J.  itiiiaiion  :  but  little  other  mention  i»  made  of 
biiii  .iiii'i  W.-i  rctiitn  to  Hngbnd.  except  that  he  com- 
iiuiiil.  •!  .1 )  .tcl'.:,  which  having  ai:crwards  tjuitted,  he  was 
rctuL.I  liw  r.i:.l;  ot  a  llag  oiliccr  unkfs  he  returned  to  the 
tVnii>:  J'-  .1  captain  prcviiHis  to  his  obtaining  it.  He  ac- 
coi.li.i-is  pv.H.»tt\l,  through  the  i:iiercil  of  his  friends,  the 
coinnuiid  Ki  thi-  I'linccls  Amelia,  a  Nation  he  did  not  lone 
rclain.  On  Jiiue  {,  17^7.  he  was  put  on  the  fupcninnuated 
III)  uith  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rcar-aJiniral,  and  died 
iu  Kiij;ljnd  on  the  lOth  of  June  i"73. 

yOKRESTER.  Right  H.mi.  tieorgc.  Lord,— was  the 

Wd  Forrcttcc,  who  wiit^    ^ 

p  hinifclf  is  a  Very  lemarcr- 

—'",  Win*  and  Carpcitteti 

g  the  rebcHtca,  wlii^ 

vhil  very  grou  bravuj[; 

'  e.4th  troop  oCitotiof 

' -FondUc,  kavuit 

caUnco 
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entered  into  the  navy^  was,  on  the  24.th  of  November 
1741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Biddeford  frigate. 
He  xvas  foon  afterwards  ordered  to  Gibraltar  and  the 
Mediterranean,  on  which  ftation  he  continued  during  the 
following  year ;  during  this  time  no  mention  is  made 
of  him  except  his  having  been  concerned  with  captain 
Norris,  of  the  Kingfton,  in  the  capture  of  two  Spanifli 
prizes,  the  St.  Anthonio  and  Scnora  Rofaria,  which  they 
carried  into  Gibraltar.  Early  in  the  year  1742  we  find 
him  captain  of  the  Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  and  (HIl  con- 
tinuing on  the  fame  ftation,  where,  in  the  month  of  Au-* 
gufi,  he  captured  a  valuable  PTize,  as  he  before  had  one 
on  the  nth  of  March  preceding.  Of  this  circumftance 
he  gave  the  following  report,  in  a  letter  written  to  the 
fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  which  we  have  inferted  as  well 
on  account  of  the  fad  itfelf,  as  of  the  fingular  fiile  in  which 
the  memory  of  it  is  preferved. 

**  On  the  9th  inftant,  between  cape  St.  Mary's  and 
Cadiz,  I  law  a  (hip  (lemming  right  in  for  the  latter  place; 
and,  as  (he  lay  immediately  in  my  route,  I  fired  two  (hot 
at  her  and  brought  her  to.  On  examination  I  found  her 
to  be  a  Spaniard,  of  about  two  huhdred  and  odd  tonf, 
laden  with  logwood,  cochineal,  and  cocoa,  and  fevtral 
other  forts  of  dyes,  the  names  I  do  not  know,  canary 
wine^  four  camels,  and  a  great  prefent,  yet  unknown,  for 
the  king  of  Naples,  as  alio  a  biihop,  a  priefl,  a  Spanifh 
general,  and  other  ofiicers,  with  great  fums  of  piaders." 

We  believe  him  to  have  continued  captain  of  the  Leo«- 
p/mljill  the  beginning  of  the  year  1745,  when  he  was 
JgffOifjttd  to  the  uefiance,  of  fixty  guns.  He  had  unhap- 
ptbtifjontnStcd  an  habit  of  intemperance  which  occafio* 
nal^  rendered  him  very  unfit  for  command,  and  betrayed 
him  into  feveral  breaches  of  duty.  His  mifconduA  at 
lad  became  fo  apparent  and  glaring,  that  he  was  brought 
before  a  court-martial,  of  which  Mr.  Griffin  was  prefi* 
dent,  held  on  board  the  Tilbury,  at  Portfmouth.  The 
charge  asaind  him  being  incontrovertibly  proved,  he  was 
fentenced  to  be  difmifled  the  fervicc  on  the  28th  of  March 
1746.  He  did  not  long  furvive  this  difgrace,  the  caufe 
m  which  while  we  condemn  we  muft  at  the  fame  time 
cwnpaflionate.  He  died,  according  to  Mr.  Hardy,  on  the 
flftfaof  July  1748.  , 

Vol.  V.  B  FRANKLAND, 
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FRANK  LAND,  Sir  Thomas,  —  was  the  nephew  of 
a  baronet  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  commiflioneis  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
admiral.  He  was,  on  the  15th  of  July  174^,  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  Rofe  frigate ;  and  at  theconclufion 
of  the  year  was  ordered  out  to  the  Bahama  Iflands,  to  con- 
vey thither  Mr.  Tinker,  who  had  been  appointed  governor 
two  vcars  before.  After  he  had  landed  his  paflTenger  he 
ct>ntinued  on  the  fame  (lation,  bcinginftnidled  to  remain 
therg  and  cruize  for  the  protedlion  of  thofe  iflands  and  the 
adjacent  coaft  from  the  depredations  of  the  guarda-coftas. 
Fn  the  month  of  June  1742,  he  difiingnifhed  himfclf,  by 
his  aftivity,  in  capturing  a  Spanffli  vefTel  of  that  defcrip- 
tfbn,  together  with  three  veflTels  which  ihe  herfclf  had 
irpde  prizes  of  a  (hort  time  before. 
■  The  guarda-cofta,  which  carried  ten  carriage  and  as 

3 any  fwivel  guns,  fupported  by  two  of  the  prizes,  "which 
ere  armed  veflels,  engaged  the  Rofe  for  nearly  three 
hours:  but  finding  her  too  powerful  and  too  well  con- 
duced to.  afford  them  any  hope  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  the 
two  prizes  ftood  away,  one  keeping  to  windward,  the 
otTicr  large,  with  all  the  fail  they  could  croud.  The 
Maixfa-cofta  maintained  a  running  fight  for  an  hour  longer 
tnrpugh  the  defperation  of  her  captain  :  and  even  at  IstR, 
tRecrew,  in  oppofition  to  him,  hauled  down  their  colours 
and  called  for  Quarter.  Captain  Frankland  ihifted  the 
prifoners  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  having  put  fome 
of  his  own  men,  under  proper  officers,  on  board  the 
prize,,  difpatchcd  her  after  the  vcflTel  which  had  hauled jsrr 
4&'ind,  he  himfclf  following  the  other  two.  So  iucdfttWH 
was  his  adivity  on  this  occafion  that  the  three  ^?(MP 
were  all,  without  difHcnlty,  captured  and  carried  fafefy 
into  Carolina.  The  caufe  of  the  obftinate  defence  made 
by  the  Spanifh  vcflbl  was,  on  enquiry,  difcovered  to  be 
owing  to  her  captain  being  Fandino,  the  fellow  who  fome 
years  before  had  cut  off  the  cars  of  captain  Jenkins,  and 
thereby  can  fed  fo  great,  fo  juft  and  general  an  indignation 
through  the  whole  Pritifli  nation.  Captain  Frankland 
judging  a  mon(h*r  of  i'o  cruel  a  dcfcr'ption,  who  had  ma- 
nifclfed  a  condiicl  that  would  have  diG;raccd  a  pirate,  unfit 
^>  be  ivlealVd  as  a  prifoncr  on  parole,  or  even  exchanged, 

6  &nt 
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fent  him  homie  to  be  treated  as  adminiftxation  mould 
think  proper. 

Captain  Fraiikland  continued  in  the  fame  command^ 
and  remained  on  the  fame  ftation  feme  years ;  but  is  not 
again  particularly  mentioned  till  the  year  I744*j»  when 
he  fienalized  himfelF  remarkably  in  an  aaioii  with  a 
very  Targe,  and>  as  it  afterwards  proved,  valuable  Spanifh 
Ihip :  the  particulars  we  (hall  infert  at  length  fr9m  the 
account  officially  given  of  this  very  fpirited  encounter. 

**  Being  on  his  paflTage  to  his  flation  as  a  cruifer  between 
the  Roques,  Cape  Florida,  and  the  Pan  of  Matanzas^  on 
the  north  fide  of  Cuba,  about  thirty-five  leagues  to  the 
weft  ward  of  Havannah,  on  December  21,  juft  before 
day-light,  he  found  himfelf  almoft  on  board  a  large  (hip,  of 
which  he  was  to  windward,  and  aftern  withalK  Captain 
Frankland,  who  kept  his  wind  till  day-break,  then  found  his 
antagonift  had  but  one  tier  of  guns,  but  was  by  her  working 
full  of  men,  for  before  the  captain  fhewed  his  colours  (he 
had  run  her  courfes  up,  bunted  her  main-^fail,  aUd  had 
everything  ready  to  engage,  her  decks  being  crowded  with 
people.     About  feven  in  the  morning  they  began  an  en« 

¥gement  which  lafted  until  half  an  hour  paft  twelve; 
here  was  a  frefh  gale  and  a  great  fea;  notwithftanding 
which  they  were  alongfide  each  other  three  or  foiir  times 
before  the  enemy  ftnick.  She  had  near  100  men  killed 
outright,  and  four  of  her  guns  on  one  fide  difabled.  She 
is  called  the  Conception,  of  St.  Malo,  Adrian  Mercan 
tnafter,  bound  from  Carthagena  to  Cadiz,  but  was  to  touch 
at  Havannah  to  land  upwards  of  200  feamen,  befides 
officers.  The  Rofe  had  only  five  men  killed,  and  about 
ten  or  twelve  dangeroufly  wounded,  including  the  maftcr> 
and  fcveral  flightly.  The  cargo  of  the  prize  confifted  of 
hides,  and  cocoa,  with  feventy  chefts  of  gold  and  filvcr^ 
containing  about  three  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pieces  of 
eight.  She  had  fever al  paffengers  on  board,  from  whom 
they  got  about  5000  ounces  of  told  in  doubloons,  piftoles, 
bars,  &c.  The  crew  of  the  Rofe  confifted  of  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  feventy- feven  men,  officers  and  boys  in- 
cluded. The  prize  was  fafely  carried  into  South  Carolina." 


*  In  the  preceding  vear  he  married  Mifs  Rhett,  daughter  of  the 
chief  julb'ce  of  Carolina,  by  whom  ha  had  fix  foas  and  eight 
daughten. 

B  2  Captain 
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Captain  Frankland  retained  the  command  of  the  Rofe 
till  the  month  ofOdobcr  1 746,  and  i^-as  then  promoted 
to  the  Dragon,  of  fixty  guns,  in  which  (hip  he  continued 
till  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  being,  in  174.0,  on  the  Weft 
India  ftatiofi  with  Mr.  Pocock.  We  do  not  find  any 
ftibfequent  mention  made  of  him  till  the  month  of 
July  1755>  when  he  was  appointed  commodore  on  the 
Antigua  fbition.  He  hoifted  his  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Winchefter,  of  fifty  guns,  ai  Spithead,  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  and  failed  very  foon  afterwards  for  the  Weft 
Incfies,  On  his  arrival  there  his  firft  operation  was  to 
quarrel  with  commodore  Pye,  whom  he  was  font  out  to 
fucceed.  The  firft  pretence  was  frivolous  in  the  extreme, 
confifting  merely  in  an  exception,  or  affront  Mr.  Frank- 
land  thought  proper  to  take,  becaufe  the  former  had  not 
jftruck  his  bro:id  pendant  on  the  inftant  he  was  informed 
of  the  lattcr's  arrival. 

A  fccond,  and,  as  it  proved  afterwards  equally  futile 
and,  indeed  unjnft  caufc  was,  a  more  ferious  charge  of 
mifcondiidl  againft  his  predecelTor,  in  having  condemned 
the  Advice,  his  own  ftiip.     Mr.  Frankland  alferted  this 
meafure  to  have  been  Improper  ;  and  made  a  regular  repre- 
fcntation  againft  it  to  the  board  of  admiralty.    In  farther 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  his  opinion,  as  if  he  fuppofed  his 
own  hardielie  luflicicnt  to  ertablifli  it,  he  ordered  the 
Advice  to  be  fitted  for  himfelf,  and  abfohitely  went  fo  far 
as  to  make  a  fliort  cruize  in  her.     The  final  event,  how- 
ever, did  not  reflefl  any  very  great  honour  on  Mr.  Frank- 
land's  judgement:  the   fliip,  on  its  return  to  England, 
proved  fo  very  defeflive,  and  unfit  to  keep  the  fea,  that 
It  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  the  crew  could,  by  frap« 
ping  her  round  with  hawfers  and  every  other  precaution, 
prevent  her  from  almoft  literally  failing  to  pieces  during 
her  paflage.     Mr,  Frankland  after  his  return  to  England 
appears  no  more  in  the  charader  of  a  naval  commander. 
In  the  month  of  June  1756,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  progreflively  afterwards, 
through  the  different  gradations  and  ranks  of  flag-officers,  * 
till  he  at  laft  arrived  at  that  of  admiral  of  the  white,  the 
higheft  in  the  fervicc,  the  admiral  of  the  fleet  or  fcnior 
admiral  on  the  lift  excepted.    On  the  death  of  his  brother, 
fir  Charles  Frankland,  at  Bath,  in  thc^ear  1768,  he  fiic- 
eeeded  to  the  title,  and  continued  durmg  his  life  totally 

abftraAcu 
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abdraded  from  all  public -bunnefsy  farther  than  his  occa- 
fional  attendance  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  rcprcfenta- 
tive  fw  the  borough  of  Thirflc,  in  Yorkfliire,  for  which 
place  he  had  been  member  ever  fince  the  year  1749. 
Sir  Thomas  died  at  Bath  on  the  21ft  of  November  1784. 

FROGMORE,  Rowland,  —  was,  in  the  month  of 
January  1740,  made  commander  of  the  Swift  floop  ;  from 
which  he  was,  on  the  i8ih  of  July,  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Ruby,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty  gims,  then  (lationcd 
in  the  Briftol  ChanneU     He  ferved  during  the  following 
year  as  captain  of  the  fame  (hip  in  the  Channel  fleet,  then 
under  the  orders  of  fir  John  Norris :  but  we  do  not  meet 
with  any  other  mention  made  of  him  till  we  find  him 
commanding  the  Boyne,  of  eighty  gims,  one  of  the  fleet 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  with  Mr.  Mathews.    His 
condud  during  the  encounter  with  the  combined  fleets  off 
Toulony  was  deemed  fo  reprehenfible  that  he  was  one  of 
the  ofllicers  fuppofed  mod  culpable,  and  named  in  the 
addrefsof  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  his  majefty,  bcfeech- 
inghim  to  order  their  behaviour  to  be  inveiligated  before 
a  court-martial.     Fate,  however,  prevented  this  requeft 
from  being  complied  with,  captain  Frogmore  dying  in  the 
Mediterranean  on  the  8th  of  November  1744,  retaining 
till  that  time  the  command  of  the  Boyne, 

GIDEON,  Solomon,-^ was,  on  the  6th  of  September 
^74-0,  appointed  captain  of  the  Panther.  He  was  foon 
afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  conti- 
nued to  ferve,  firft  under  Mr.  Haddock  *,  as  long  as  he 

remained 

He  was  a  man  of  a  fingular  turn  of  mind,  }>o(refnn^  a  natural 
bnvei^  \tfhich  could  not  have  been  too  much  admired,  had  it  not  on 
rome  few  occafions  appeared  rather  too  extravagant  for  that  proper 
^^^^^  of  prudence  which  ought  always  to  attend  the  mod  diQin- 
piihcd  courage.  He  conceived  the  Panther,  which  was  a  (hip  mount- 
'^only  gfty  guns,  and  of  very  fmall  dimenfions,  capable  almod  of 
contending  with  the  molt  powerful  vcflcl  in  the  Spanifh  nnvy.  Once 
•jj^^urning  from  a  cruifc  to  Gibraltar  he  had  nearly  drifted  under 
J"f  Spanilh  oaiteries  at  Algcziras.  Admiral  Haddock,  who  was  then 
*y*^tl  Gibraltar  with  the  fleet,  immediately  difpatchcd  all  the  boats 
JJ.^tt  afliftance  for  the  purpofe  of  towing  him  into  fafcty.  Captaiq 
vioeonvith  fome  little  emotion  enquired  whni  they  w;«ntcd?  and 
*"J0  infwered  that  they  had  been  difpatchcd  for  the  purpofe  of  cn» 
•bnng  him  to  get  out  ot  reach  of  the  enemy's  battery,  under  which  be 
^ibneardfifiing,  that  they  would  foon  be  enabled  to  reach  and  injutc 
ki9  natcrially,  if  not  difabic  him  by  its  fire :  he  replied,  perfetlly 

B  3  uncon. 
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entered  at  an  early  age  into  the  navy,  and  was  advanced, 
more  in  confeqiience  of  his  own  merit  and  worth  than  any 
advantage  he  derived  from  his  noble  birth,  through  the 
different  fubordinate  ftations,  till  the  15th  of  March  1/40, 
when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Adventure*;  and  in 
the  cnfuing  month  governor  of  Newfoundland.  He  held 
that  ftation  only  for  the  current  feafoujfor  he  was  fometime 
in  the  following  year  removed  into  the  Lark,  of  forty  gims, 
and  fent  to  convoy  the  outward  bound  Turkey  trade.  We 
have  no  fubfequent  account  of  him  till  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1745,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Cumberland,  of  fixty  guns,  which  he  fdon  declined, 
and  chofe  rather,  as  better  fuited  to  his  a£live  turn  of 
mind,  to  accept  that  of  the  Bridgewater,  fome  accounts 
crroneoufly  fay,  the  Sheernefs,  a  frigate  of  twenty-four 
guns,  Rationed  in  the  Channel.  In  June  following  ne  dif- 
tinguiflied  himfelf  exceedingly  in  the  attack  and  capture 
of  fcveral  privateers  and  their  prizes,  of  which  brilliant 
a£lion  we  nave  the  following  account  in  an  official  letter 
from  Oftend. 

**  Yefterday  afternoon  lord  George  Graham,  in  his 
mijefty's  Ihip  the  Bridgewater,  of  twenty- four  gims;  cap- 
tain Gordon,  in  the  Sheernefs,  of  twenty-four  guns;  and 
lieutenant  Ferguflbn,  in  the  jUrfula  armed  veflcl  of  fixteen 
guns,  anchored  in  light  of  this  town.  This  morning, 
about  half  paft  one,  the  town  was  alarmed  with  firing, 
■which  arofe  from  the  three  above-mentioned  (hips  being 
engaged  with  three  Dn.ikirk  privateers,  the  Royal  of 
twenty-eight  guns ;  the  Diitchefs  de  Penthievre,  of  twenty- 
fix  guns;  a  dogger  of  twelve  guns,  and  fcven  prizes  which 
they  had  taken  and  were  carrying  to  Dunkirk. 

t •  -  ■■■■■»  1^^^^  ■ 

The  foundation  of  this  great  rampart  has  been  of  late  traced  from 
one  river  to  the  other,  and  is  fully  marked  by  feveral  flones 
found  therein,  which  have  Roman  infcriptiuns  cut  out  upon  them, 
denoting  the  limits  where,  and  by  whom  ihey  were  fet,  &c.  A  good 
many  of  ihcfe  ftones  ar«*  at  prcfcnt  to  be  fecn  in  the  college  of  Glaf- 
gow,  and  are  well  defcribcd  in  Mr.  Cordon's  Itinerarium  Septcii- 
trionale.  ^ 

This  great  man  is  faid  to  have  married  a  lady  of  (be  roya]  houfe  of 
Denmark,  and  was  progenitor  of  all  the  Grahams  in  tbe  kingdom  of 
Scotland. 

*  He  wa^i  previous  to  this,  commander  of  tbe  Mercury  firefbip. 
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<f  The  fight  was  obftinate  till  about  four  o'clock,  whcui 
the  four  large  prizes,  three  of  them  Virginia  (hips,  (truck 
to  the  Sbeerne(s ;  the  two  large  privateers  to  the  Bridge* 
water;  two  Bremeners  and  a  Scotch  brig  to  the  Urfula; 
but  the  dogger  privateer  made  her  cfc^pe.  The  Bridge- 
water,  Sheernefs,  two  large  privateer^,  and  four  lar^e  prizes 
(truck  the  ground,  but  were  all  got  off  the  following  tide» 
except  one  of  the  privateers." 

He  was  immediately  after  this  promoted  to  the  Notting- 
ham, of  fixty  guns;  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  (hort  cruife,  ofi 
which  he  imniediately  proceeded,  funk  a  large  French  pri- 
vateer, called  the  Baccnus :  all  the  crew  were,  however, 
faved,  except  the  firft  lieutenant.  His  lord(hip  was 
taken  ill  on  his  return  into  port,  and  unhappily  did  net 
long  furvive  this  exploit,  dying* January  2,  1746-7. 

From  a  multitude  of  concurrent  teftimonies  he  appears 
to  have  been  an  officer  who  attained  a  great  (hare  of  popula- 
rity, and  was  indeed,  very  defervcdiy,  the  idol  of  all  Tea- 
men who  knew  him,  as  well  on  accoqnt  of  the  high 
opinion  entertained  of  his  gallantry,  as  an  invincible  fun^l 
of  good  humour,  which  latter  quality  conciliated  the 
afiedions  of  men  in  the  fame  degree  that  the  firft  related 
excited  their  admiration  and  cftcem. 

HARRISON,  Henry. —This  gentleman  entered  into 
^he  navy  during  the  war  w  ith  France  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,  and  ferved  progreflively,  as  a  volunteer,  on  board 
the  London  and  Dunkirk.  In  1700  h^  adcd  in  the 
Aation  of  a  rnid(hip-man  on  board  the  Pendennis,  a  (hip 
at  that  tinie  commanded  by  captain  Charles  Stricklanc^ 
with  whom  \\e  afterwards  removed  into  the  Romney.  and 
ferved  in  that  0|ip,  as  mailer *s  mate,  from  the  montn  of 
Tune  1701,  till  April  1703.  During  this  time  he  had  the 
nngular  happinefs  of  prelerving  that  (hip,  together  with 
the  lives  of^her  whole  crew,  though  at  the  utmoft  hazard 
of  his  own* 

This  circprnftance,  which  do^  him  fe  much  hoBour 
if  thus  rehted  |uf  bimfi  ^  '^  itheiitic  menii^^ 
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betngy  by  a  ftrong  unknown  current,  driven  near  to 
the  idand  of  Candenoze  in  a  dark  and  (lormy  nighty 
were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor.  The  next  morning,  we 
found  ourfelves  on  a  lee  (bore  and  fo  near  a  ledge  of  rocks 
that,  without  cafting  the  (hip  to  (tarboard,  (he  muft  inevi- 
tably have  been  on  (bore,  not  having  room  to  wear  the 
(hip  ;  the  wind  at  the  fame  time  (htfted  two  points  more 
to  the  (larboard  bow,  and  blew  fo  hard  that,  added  to  the 
current  and  a  great  fea,  there  was  no  pofflbility  of  either 
lowering  a  boat  or  (landing  in  the  head  to  put  a  fpring  ott 
the  cable.  The  viol  and  meflenger  were  both  broke  in 
heaving,  and  the  hitches  jammed  in  the  hawfe  hole,  fo  that 
the  (hip  rode  entirely  by  the  hawfe  piece  with  a  rope 
reeved  in  a  block  at  trie  bow-fprit  end.  I  fwung  myfelf 
from  the  head  of  the  lion  as  far  as  the  buoy,  and  Iwam  to 
it  with  a  deep  fea-line  in  my  hand,  which  being  faflened 
to  the  end  of  a  hawfer,  I  reeved  in  the  (Irap  of  the  buoy, 
and  was  hauled  on  board  with  it.  I  was  above  twelve 
minutes  in  the  water,  the  fea  making  a  free  paffage  over 
me,  and  at  the  fame  time  there  were  above  fifty  tons  of 
ice  hanging  abcut  the  (hip.  The  hawfer  was  brought  on 
the  larboard  quarter  of  the  main  capftan,  and  hove  up 
with  it  to  bring  the  wind  on  the  larboard  bow,  when^ 
cutting  the  cable  with  fome  chifels  in  the  hawfe,  we  caft 
the  (hip  the  right  way." 

In  the  month  of  April  1703,  he  was  promoted  to  be  lieute- 
nant of  the  Dartmouth,  and  in  the  following  year  was  at 
Elfinore,  (lill  continuing  to  ferve  in  the  fame  ftation  on 
board  the  fame  (hip.  Being  ordered  on  (hore  with  the  long 
boat  toElfmgburgn,hedi(lingni(hed  himfelf  in  averyfingu- 
lar  and  fpirited  manner,terminatingat  once  adifpute  which^ 
had  lefs  peremptory  meafiires  been  ufcd,  might  not  impro- 
bably have  been  produdive  of  ferious  confequences.  The 
Swedifh  commandant  feized  on  ten  of  his  boats  crew 
under  the  frivolous  pretence  of  a  trefpafs,  comtpitted 
by  fome  of  them,  in  cutting  broom.  Two  or  thfee 
were  wounded  in  the  fcuffle,  and  all  of  them  immediately 
put  into  clofe  confinement.  Not  content  with  this  fla- 
grant breach  of  that  amity  which  fubfifted  between  his 
court,  and  that  of  England,  the  Swede  infilled  on  the  fum 
of  four  hundred  rix  dollars  to  be  paid  as  a  compenfation 
for  the  pretended  injury.  The  captains,  Watkins, 
Strickland,  and  Tudor  Trevor,  who  were  then  on  (hore, 

were 
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HfCKe. unable  to  prevail  on  him  to  relax  in  his  arbitray  de* 
ipand.  What  tiic  mild  and  conciliating  attempt  of  per- 
fioafionwas  unable  to  produce,  the  fpirit  of  Mr.Harrifon 
almod  inftantaneoufly  cffcdcd.  Taking  with  him  a  proper 
number  of  refolute  and  chofcn  men,  and  watching  hb 
opportunity  cautioufly,  he  feized  the  perfon  of  the  gover- 
nor himfelf  when  pailing  over  the  bridge  of  the  town.  He 
executed  this  fpirited  and  truly  daring  a6l  notwithftanding  a 
guard  of  foldiers  was  kept  clofe  to  the  place  where  it  was 
performed ;  and  though,  moreover,  there  were  upwards  of 
iwenty  Swedi(h  officers  and  perfons  who  faw  the  feizurc 
carried  into  execution,  but  were  too  timid>  or  prudent  to 
attempt  its  prevention. 

The  commandant  being  carried  on  board  the  (hip> 
was  immediately  compelled  to  give  an  order  for  the  releafe 
of  the  people,  which  was  pundually,  though,  as  we  may 
fuppofe,  not  very  willingly  complied  with.  In  1705  he, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Dunwich, 
and  in  this  llation  much  diltinguillied  himfelf  by  his  in- 
genuity on  a  different  line  to  the  foregoing.  The  /hip 
which  he  ferved  on  board  of  was  at  that  time  employed  as 
a  cruifer  for  the  proteftion  of  commerce  againft  privateers. 
Experience  foon  taught  both  himfelf  and  his  comrades^ 
that  the  prudence  of  their  antagonifts,  who  moft  cautioully 
avoided  them,  precluded  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  except  fuch 
as  (hould  be  the  refult  of  fome  fiidden  and  uncommon 
accident.  Mr.  Harrifon  propofcd  to  difguife  the  fliip 
and  make  her  refemble,  as  neaily  as  poilible,  a  Dutch  fly 
boat.  This  fcheme  fo  wonderfully  anfwered  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  their  different  cruifes,  they 
captured  five  privateers,  befidcs  driving  fix  on  fhore  near 
Calais,  and  a  French  frigate  of  twenty-four  guns  on  the 
beach  at  Dieppe.  He  continued  lieutenant  of  the  Dun- 
wich,  we  believe,  during  the  whole  war;  and  fomctimc 
before  its  conclufion  diflinguiflicd  himfelf  in  a  very  re- 
markable manner  by  attacking  and  boarding  a  French 
privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  thirty-four  men,  with  the  crews 
of  the  pinnace  and  yawl  belonging  to  the  frigate,  though  it 
was  then  above  a  league  diftance  and  their  numbers 
amounted  to  no  more  than  nineteen  perfons.  The  pri- 
vateer was  under  fail  when  taken,  and  even  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  very  frcfh  breeze  of  wind,  two  circumftances 

which 
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which  added  confiderably  to  the  hazard,  and,  confequently, 
to  the  heroifm  of  the  foregoing  aft.  It  was,  and  very, 
defervedly,  thought  fo  highly  of  by  c^tain  Graves,  who 
commanded  the  Dunwich,  that,  with  the  unanimous  con- 
fent  of  the  whole  crew,  he  beftowed  the  whole  of  the  prize 
pn  Mr.  Harrifon  and  his  brave  afTociates. 

In  1711  he  was  appointed,  by  admiral  fir  John  Leake, 
to  a£l  as  captain  of  the  Dunwich  and  in  preference  to  any 
of  his  own  lieutenants,  a  circumftance  that  refledl^d  on 
him  the  higheft  honour:  but,  however  well  he  might 
have  deferved  this  promotion,  the  board  of  admiralty,  either 
from  his  want  of  friends  pr  fome  unknown  caufe,  refufed 
to  ratify  his  promotion.  In  the  year  1714  he,  by  order 
of  the  board  of  admiralty,  took  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  Mary  fmack.  Being  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  port  of 
Brefl  and  others  adjacent,  on  the  coaft  of  France,  where 
it  was  faid  preparations  were  making  for  fome  fudden  and 
unexpeded  attempt,  as  well  by  the  equipment  of  a  fleet 
as  the  colle£lion  of  a  formidable  land  force,  he  executed 
this  fervice  in  the  completed  manner,  and  fo  expeditioufly 
withal  that  he  was  only  eleven  days  abfent. 

Notwhhftanding  his  very  long  and  meritorious  fervice, 
he  was  flill,  though  on  no  other  apparent  ground  what- 
ever than  that  of  being  deftitute  of  intereft,  thought  un* 
worthy  of  promotion,  or  if  not  unworthy,  at  lead  as  not 
yet  poffefling  a  fufficient  right  peremptorily  to  claim  it. 
The  patience  with  which  he  bore  iiis  difappointment  was 
at  lait  exhauded,  and  he  ventured  to  tranfmit  to  lord 
Onflow,  who  appears  in  fome  meafure  to  have  taken  him 
under  his  protection,  a  plain  and  moded  memorial,  dating, 
in  the  mod  moderate  terms  the  hardihips  he  conceived  he 
laboured  under.  Thefe  were  of  a  two-fold  nature,  having 
relation  not  only  to  the  negleft  with  which  he  was  treated, 
but  what  was  a  dill  more  ferious  coniideration,  the  nar* 
rownefs  of  his  circumdances,  being  left  for  a  length  of 
years,  to  fupport  a  wife  and  nine  children  on  the  fcanty 
pittance  of  a  lieutenant's  half  pay.  "  Lord  Torringtoh* 
(fays  he)  was  of  opinion  my  commiffiOn,  as  captain  of  the 
Dunwich,  ought  to  have  been  confirmed,  and.  three  years 
fincc,  pcomlfed  to  be  my  advocate,  and  procure  me  a  fliip ; 
but  I  dill  remain  on  the  lid  of  lieutenants."     There  could 

■  .  •  * 

•  Sir  George  Byng. 
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noty  perhaps,  have  been  framed  a  more  pathetic  appeal  to 
the  pailions  than  fuch  a  plain  and  artlcfs  lamentation. 

Faffing  over  all  difplay  of  his  fervices,  either  on  account 
of  their  length  or  particular  merit,  he  refts  his  claim  to 
promotion  with  hoping  the  admiralty-board  vrould 
promote  him  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  that  he  might, 
with  the  greater  decency,  be  able  to  maintain  his  wrifeand 
family.  This  application  toihc  feellngsof  miniftcrs  appears 
to  have  had  but  little  efFeft  either  on  their  juftice  or  their 
generofity,  for  he  did  not  receive  any  promotion  till  fome 
years  afterwards.  At  length,  having  attained  an  age 
when  many  brave  men  are,  alas!  obliged,  through  infir- 
mities, to  retire  totally  from  all  command,  he  was,  on  the 
l8th  of  February  1 740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Mary 
galley.  He  did  not  continue  in  this  vclfel  longer  than  the 
end  of  the  current  year ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived any  other  commiflion  till  the  month  of  April  or 
May  following,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  Argyle,  of 
fifty  guns,  as  lucceflbr  to  captain  Richard  Norris.  This 
fliip  was  one  of  the  fleet  Rationed  in  Soundings  during  the 
Cnfuing  fummer,  under  fir  John  Norris;  and  being  fent 
out  to  cruife  a  Ihrrt  time  before  the  fleet  itfelf  (ailed, 
captured  a  Spanifh  ftore-(hip,  laden  with  cannon  and 
Ammunition,  called  the  Rehoboam.  In  the  month  of 
July  he  was  detached  to  cruife  oflFCape  Prior  for  the  pur- 
po{c  of  intercepting  any  veflels  that  might  be  pafling  from 
any  of  the  Spanifli  ports  to  Ferrol  or  Corunna. 

He  did  not  meet  with  any  very  extraordinary  fuccefs 
during  the  time  he  was  thus  employed,  having  onlv  cap- 
tured a  fmall  brigantine,  from  Rebadrus,  laden  with  lime 
for  the  garrifon  of  Corunna,  and  driven  on  (hore  four 
Spanifh  barks,  with  a  fimilar  lading,  under  Cape  Prior. 
After  founding  the  different  bays,  and  rcconnoitering  the 
ports  of  Corunna  and  Ferrol,  he  was  on  his  way  to  rejoin 
fir  John  Norris,  when,  on  the  15th  of  July,  he  fell  in 
with  a  Portuguefe  veflTel,  which  came  the  day  before  out  of 
the  harbour  of  Camaria,  near  Cape  Finiftcrre,  having  left; 
there  an  Engli(h  brigantine  which  had  been  captured  and  fent 
in  a  few  days  before  by  a  Spanifh  frigate  of  war,  from  the 
Havannah.  Captain  Harrifon  immediately  formed  the 
fpirited  rcTolution  of  attempting  to  cut  the  prize  out  of 
tjic  harbour,  with  his  boats  manned  and  armed  j  but  ere 
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he  could  carrjj  ihis  projeft  into  execution,  he  fell  in  with 
fir  John  Norris  and  the  fleet.  Having  communicated  his 
intentions  to  the  admiral,  he  was  ordered  to  purfue 
them;  and,  the  better  to  enfurc  his  fucccfs,  was  rein- 
forced by  the  Gibraltar,  a  fmall  frigate,  which,  from  her 
ihallow  draught  of  water,  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  fupport 
fuch  a  kind  of  fei-vice* 

About  ten  o'clock  the  fame  evening  the  boats  went  in, 
and  boarded  the  floop,  which  being  nearly  dry,  could  not 
be  brought  off,  and  was  therefore  let  on  fire.  This  fer- 
vice  being  accompliflied,  captain  Harrifon  proceeded,  ac. 
cording  to  the  admiral*s  mltrudions,  for  the  ifles  of 
Bayonne,  in  the  double  hope  of  difcovering  a  convenient 
place  to  water  at,  and  deftroying  fomc  privateers  which 
were  faid  to  have  taken  fhelier  there  with  feveral  prizes 
they  had  taken.  On  the  18th  he  anchored  within  the 
iflands,  and  having  accidentally  met  with  the  Grampus 
floop  of  war  ordered  that  veflel  to  accompany  him. 
Finding  the  intelligence  he  had  received  relative  to  th^ 
privateers  to  be  erroneous,  he  came  to  a  refolution,  with 
the  captains  Cockburn  and  Parry,  to  proceed  up  to  the 
town  of  Vigo,  at  break  of  day  on  the  enfuing  mornings 
in  Older  to  poflTefs  themfelves  of,  or  deflroy  fuch  veflels  as 
they  might  find  there:  but  before  the  time  arrived  when 
this  refolution  was  to  have  been  executed,  he  receiv- 
ed intelligence  from  a  Portuguefc  fchooner,  out  of 
which  he  obtained  a  pilot,  that  there  were  no  (hips  at 
Vigo  itfelf,  but  at  Redondella,  which  was  very  near  it, 
there  were  five  prizes.  Captain  Harrifon,  in  confequence 
of  this  intelligence,  altered  his  fyftem  of  operations ;  and 
proceeding  the  next '  morning  with  the  Gibraltar  and 
Orampusto  the  place  juit- mentioned,  carried  his  plan  of 
attack  into  execution  with  the  grcateft  fuccefs,  having 
brought  off  all  the  veffels  he  went  up  in  queft  of,  and  fent 
them  to  Oporto  under  convoy  of  the  frigate  and  floop  of 
war. 

Captain  Harrifon 's  fuccefs  did  not  end  with  this  very 
fpirited  enterpril'e  ;  continuing  his  cruife,  he  CMtured,  in 
tlie  month  of  Auguft,  two  other  valuable  prizes,  which 
be  ftnt  to  England  under  the  protcftion  of  captain 
Martin,  in  the  Afliftancc.  We  do  not  find  any  farther 
particular  mention  made  of  him  till  the  month  of  March 
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174.3,  when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Superbc,  a  fixtjv 
gun  (hip.  He  did  not  long  retain  this  (lation,  from  which 
He  experienced  a  farther  advancement,  to  the  Monmouth ^ 
a  third  rate.  In  this  (hip  he  continued  till  the  conclufion 
of  the  war.  During  the  year  1745  we  do  not  meet  with 
any  occurrence  concerning  this  gentleman  worth  record- 
ing, but  his  having,  in  the  month  of  May,  been  (lationed 
as  a  cruifer  in  the  Channel,  in  company  with  the  Captain. 
While  employed  in  the  above  fervice  he  captured  a  (lout 
French  privateer,  carrying  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred 
and  fixty  men,  which  had  done  confiderable  mifchief  to 
the  Briti(h  commerce.  In  1747  he  ferved  under  the 
admirals  Anfon  and  Warren,  at  the  time  they  were  fent 
out  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  Jonquiere's  fquadron. 
The  Monmouth  was  one  of  the  velfels  *  detached  after  the 
convoy,  when  the  aftion  with  the  (hips  of  war  was  ended 
by  their  capture.  In  this  purfuit  two  merchant  frigates, 
the  Vigilant  and  Modcfte,  mounting  twenty-two  guns 
each,  were  taken. 

From  this  time,  till  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  captain 
Harrifon  appears  to  have  been  principally  employed  as  a 
cnJifer,  for  he  was  not  one  of  the  commanders  under  rear- 
admiral  Hawke,  when,  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
year,  he  defeated  the  fecond  French  fquadron,  under  Mr. 
L'Etendiere,  nor  do  we  find  any  fubfequent  mention 
made  of  him  till  the  month  of  February  1747-8.  On  the 
tA  of  March  he  arrived  at  Plymouth  with  a  large  French 
privateer,  called  the  Count  de  Maurepas,  carrying  twenty- 
eight  carriage  and  fwivel  guns,  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  men,  which  he  captured  on  the  19th  of  the  pre- 
ceding month,  after  a  very  long  chace  of  three  days  con- 
tinuance. In  lefs  than  three  weeks  afterwards  he  cap- 
tured another  large  French  private  (hip  of  war,  called  the 
Roftan.  This  veflTel  belonged  to  Bourdeaux,  and  though 
.  carrying  only  twenty-two  guns,  had  a  crew  amounting  to 
no  fcfs  than  two  hundred  and  feventy  men ;  but  having 
received  much  injury  by  the  cannon-(hot  fired  at  her  in 
the  purfuit,  fhe  funk  before  thd  prifoners  were  completely 

*.The  other*  were  the  Yarmouth,  captain  Piercy  Brett,  and  ibc 
Nottingham,  captain  Saumarcz,  both  of  whom  had  been  Mr.  Anfon's 

lieutenants. 

fliifted. 
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fliiftcd,  haying,  unfortunately,  nine  Englifh  fcamcny  to- 
gether with  one  hundred  of  her  own  people  on  board,  all 
of  whom  appear,  unhappily,  to  have  been  drowned. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  war  Mr.  Harrifon  appears 
to  have  lived  totally  in  retirement,  from  the  fervice,  till 
the  year  1755  :  he  had  then  attained  an  advanced  age,  ana 
the  board  of  admiralty  had  it  for  that  reafon  adually  ill 
contemplation,  as  it  is  faid,  to  put  this  brave  veteran  bn 
the  fiiperannuated  lift,  as  an  ofHcer  paft  fervice :  but  w(ii/h 
it  became  tolerably  apparent  to  every  perfon  that  a  rupture 
with  France  mufl  inevitably  take  place,  he  applied  parti-^ 
cularly  for  the  command  of  his  old  fhip,  the  Monmoutb^ 
quaintly  obfer\'ing,  that  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  beings 
able  to  patch  that  vfeffel*,  old  and  fhattered  as  (he  was,  fo 
that  (he  (hould  latt  a  year  Or  two,  which,  he  fiippofed, 
would  be  at  lead  as  long  as  he  himfcif  fhould  live.  I'he 
admiralty  changed  their  intention  and  appointed  him  to 
the  fhip  he  requeued.  He  failed  under  the  command  of 
fir  Edw.  Hawke,  in  the  courfe  of  the  current  fummer,  on  a 
cruife  in  the  Bay  of  Hifcay.  He  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by 
his  a^Slivity  during  the  period  of  his  be^ng  thus  cmployeii, 
more  efpecially  in  the  purfuit  of  fome  very  valuable 
French  fnips  from  Marti nico.  Nothing,  however,  very 
particular  appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the  timp 
he  continued  in  the  ftation  of  a  private  captain. 

In  the  month  of  June  1756,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  appointed  to  command  at 
the  port  of  Plymouth,  he  having  hoirted  his  flag  on  hoard 
the  Monmouth,  Hill  continuing  in  his  old  (hip.  Infuch 
a  fituation  no  \'try  material  or  interefting  occurrence  could 
be  expetSled,  nor  any  other  means  of  adding  to  that 
degree  of  reputation  he  had  already  fojnftly  acquired,  ex- 
cept by  his  diligence  and  careful  attention  to  what  may, 
with  fome  propriety,  be  called  the  civil  duties  of  his 
fituation  ;  thcfe  were  always  as  confpicuous,  as  when  a 
younger  man,  and  in  adlive  fervice,  his  gallantry  and 
fpirit  conftantly  had  been.  In  1758  he  was  advanced  to 
vice-admiral  ot  the  blue,  as  he  was,  moreover,  early  in  ihr 
enfuing  year,  to  be  vice  of  the  red.  This  promotion  he 
did  not  long  enjoy,  dying,  in  an  advanced  age,  on  the  13th 
of  March  in  the  fame  year.  From  his  having  for  fo  long 
a  fpace   of  time  continued  in  the  Monmouth,  he  was 

face-. 
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furetioufly  diftinguifhed,  by  the  wits  in  the'fenricei  under 
the  jocular  and  honourable  name  of  Harry  of  Monmouth. 
As  well  by  his  exemplary  condu£l  as  by  the  ii>- 
trinfic  merit  of  his  fervices,  he  acquired  the  efteem  and 
refpeA  of  all  his  cotemporaries,  dying  univerfally  re* 
gretted  by  them  as  a  warm  friendi  an  able  commander, 
sUkI,  what  is  a  dill  greater  charaAer,  an  honed  man. 

HEWET,  Sir  William*, -was  the  fon  of  William 
IJnret  of  St.  Neots,  efq.  which  William  lad-mentioned 

*  The  bmily  of  Hewer  is  of  ancient  cxtradion.  There  was  a  (ir 
Walter  Hewet,  who  made  a  conliderable  figure  in  Edward  the  Illd'i 
van,  in  France.  Vide  Barne'f  £dw.  Illd.  p.  652.  and  other  places. 
Of  this  hmWv  was  fir  William  Hewct,  lord  majforof  London,  1559. 
bot  whether  brother  to  this  Robert  is  not  certain.  Of  this  fir  Wil* 
liam  we  find  the  following  remarkable  hiftory  in  Stow*s  Survey  of 
Loodon,  vol.  ii.  b.  5.  p.  133. 

*'  Sir  WilKam  Hewet,  doth- worker,  mayor  1359,  fon  to  Edmond 
Hewet,  of  Wales,  in  Yorkihire ;  he  died  the  6th  of  Febraary  1566. 
His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Levefon,  of  Kent. 

««  This  mayor  was  a  merchant  poflcft  of  a  great  cQate,  valued  at 
^000 1.  per  annum,  and  was  faid  to  have  had  three  fons  and  one 
daughter,  to  which  daofihter  this  mifchance  happened  (the  father  then 
living  upon  London  bridge)  the  maid  playiog  with  her  out  of  a 
¥^n&w  over  the  river  Thames,  by  chance  dropt  her  in.  Almoft  be- 
)KMid  expe^tion  of  being  faved,  a  young  gentleman,  named  Ofborne, 
the  apprentice  to  fir  William,  the  father,  (which  Oiborne  was  one 
of  the  anceftors  of  the  duke  of  Leeds,  in  a  direfl  line)  at  this  cala- 
nntous  accident,  immediately  leaped  in  bravely,  and  faved  the  child. 
In  memory  of  this  deliverance,  as  well  as  in  gratitude,  her  father  after- 
Wards  bellowed  her  in  marriage  on  the  faid  Mr.  Ofl>orne,  with  a 
very  great  dowry,  whereof  the  late  eflate  of  fir  Thomas  Fanfliaw,  in 
the  parifli  of  Barkin,  in  Eflcx,  was  a  part,  as  the  late  duke  of  Leeds 
himlelf  told  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Hewet,  from  whom  I  have  this 
•ftlation,  and,  together  with  that  eilate  in  EITex,  feveral  other  lands  in 
the  pariflies  of  Ilarthil  and  Wales,  in  Yorkihire,  now  in  the  pofleflion 
of  the  laid  moft  noble  family.  All  this  from  the  old  duke's  own 
■Kmth,  to  the  faid  Mr.  Hewet. 

**  Alfo,  that  feveral  perfons  of  quality  courted  the  faid  younglady, 
and  particularly  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury  ;  but  fir  William  wasmeafed 
CO  fty,  Ofl>#rne  faved  her,  and  Ofborne  (hould  enjoy  i^er.  The  'late 
duke  of  Leeds,  and  the  prefent  family,  preferve  the  piCkure  of  the  faid 
fir  William,  in  bis  habit  of  lord  mayor,  at  Kiveton-houfc,  in  York* 
ihire,  to  this  day,  valuing  it  at  200 1. 

<*  Of  the  fame  family  was  Robert  Hewet,  efq.  who  poflefled  a  con- 
fiderab^e  eflate  at  Xillamarch,  in  Derbyfhire,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
Vin.  He  left  two  fons;  Robert,  who  died  without  ifTue,  and 
William,  who  fucceeded  his  father:  the  latter  died  1599,  'S^^  fcventy- 
feven,  and  is  boried  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral^  London.** 

was 
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Was  the  mat-grand  fon  of  (ir  John  Hewet,  of  Headfey 
Hall,  in  tnc  county  of  York,  baronet,  fo  created  Oftobcr 
iiy  an.  1621,  temp.  Jac.  Ift.  On  the  death  of  his  uncle"^ 
lir  John>  on  th^  3a  of  February  1737,  without  ifTue,  he 
fucceeded  to  the  title.  This  gentleman  had  entered  into 
the  navy  before  the  time  of  queen  Anne*s  death,  and  had 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  about  the  yeai' 
I7j6,  without  experiencing  for  many  years  any  farther  ad- 
vancement. In  the  month  of  July  1740^  not  long  aftejr 
the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Spain,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  commander  of  the  Bafilifk  bomb-ketch^  mta 
which  veflel  he  was  ftill  farther  advanced,  on  the  29th  of 
November^  to  be  captain  of  the  Colchedcr,  a  fourth  rate  of 
forty  guns;  reat'^admiral  Hardy,  through  midake,  givc^ 
us  the  Sandwich  as  the  (hip  in  which  he  firfl  took  rank'as 
a  poft  captain.  He  was  not  long  afterwards  ordered  to 
convoy  the  outward-bound  fleet  to  Virginia*,  and  on  htl 
return  was  promoted  to  the  Winchefter,  of  fifty  guns» 
in  the  month  of  May  1744.  From  this  ihip,  on  the  a6th 
of  July^  be  was  advanced  to  the  command  of  the  Princefs 
Louifa.  No  mention  is  made  of  any  particular  occut-' 
rence  having  taken  place  during  the  time  he  held  either  of 
the  two  foregoinj^  commands ;  nor  have  we  any  other  par'* 
ticulars  concemmg  him,  except  that  he  was  one  of  the 
mafters  of  the  court-martial  convened  for  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Leftock.  He  died,  in  England,  on  the  22d  of  May 
1749,  having  been,  ast  we  believe,  for  Tome  time  unem- 
ployed. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Levermore^  of 
Gofport,  in  the  county  of  Southampton.  By  her  we  know 
him  to  have  had  three  fonSj  William^  Levertnoie,  and 
Herbert. 

HOLBURNE,  Francis,  —  was  the  defcendant  of  a 
refpcSabie  family  in  Scotland,  the  rcprefentative  of 
%vhich  had  been  advanced  to  the  fank  of  baronet^  by  queen 
Anne,  in  the  year  1796.  Having  entered  into  the  navy 
and  fervcd  for  fome  lime  as  a  lieutenant,  particularly  on 

*  He  is  faid  to  have  been  appointed  captain  of  the  Stodwicli,  • 
fecood  rate,  in  the  month  of  July  1742.  If*  this  information  is  true, 
af  we  believe  it  to  be,  he  could  only  have  retiined  4bat  Qomi&aod  a 
Aort  time. 

\'oL.  V,  C  kntd 
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board  the  Namur,  lo  which  fliip  he  was  ippoinOd 
in  the  month  of  Augull  1732,  he  wis,  in  Auguft 
1739,  advanced  io  be  commanflcr  of  the  Swift  Qoop 
of  war.  He  was  fitMii  thence,  in  ihc  month  of  Janu- 
ary 1740,  removed  into  ihc  Trial,  a  veflcl  of  the  lame 
deli'ripiioii  ^  and  was  quickly  afterwards,  on  the  Ijth 
of  Ftbniary  vnriiingi  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Dolphiti  frigate.  During  a  part  of  the  time  Mr. 
Holburnc  hvid  this  command  he  wxs  employed  to 
cruifc  ill  the  Channel,  where  he  had  nu  other  good  for- 
tune than  that  of  capturing  two'rmall  Spanllh  privateers, 
one,  called  the  Nncltra  Scnora  del  Carmin,  mouniiag  lix 
Carriage  and  four  fwivcl  guns,  with  a.  crew  of  forty  men; 
the  otiicr,  of  lix  guns,  and  forty-four  men.  In  1741 
he  was  font  on  the  Lciih  {lation,  which  being  fanhcr 
removed  from  ilie  tr^ck  of  the  enemy  he  appears  to  have 
had  flill  lefs  fuccefs,  no  mention  being  made  of  htm  during 
the  above  time. 

In  1742,  having  rciurnrd  back  to  the  Channel  fer- 
vice,  lie,  ta  the  month  of  Jum.-,  capntrcd  and  carried  into 
Plynunith  a  Hout  privateer,  called  the  St,  Juan  Baptilte,  of 
tiuhtcrii  carriage  and  foiiitcen  fwivcl  guns,  with  a  crew 
of  upwards  ol  ojic  luiiulccd  men.  On  his  quitting  the 
Dolphin  we  heiitiu  liiiii  to  have  been  promoted,  firlttoihe 
Ar^vte.  a  lourch  r;iie  of  iifiy,  aiul  quii.-kly  afterwards  to 
ihc  ki)'piiii,  of  i'\\t\  ^iinsi  bet  no  mention  is  made  eithcf 
of  the  itaiion  ot  Urutv  »n»liich  he  was  employed  during 
the  liiiK-  lie  lii'ld  thoIL-  coimiiand.c.  Tn  the  month  of 
DwemlK-r  17+7.  iie  w.ts  jJvunccd  from  the  Rippon  to  the 
kcm,  an  l\k\f!li>r  lo  vjpiain  Kox.     In  the  beginning  of  ' 

.  Iho  monih  i>f  Janiury  i~4K,  he  failed  nnder  admiral 
fiiiMkc  foi  ilie  B.i\,  ;i;:d  ci>miniia!  10  be  employed  on  the 
fame  thiiion  and  lenict-  till  the  oonchirion  of  the  wart 
but,  as  has  Ixcii  alriinlv  r.-nurkcl  in  the  memoirs  of  the 
Coimiui^l(T-ir)-i'hii.l,  notliin!;  in  any  degree  worthy  re- 
lating UHik  pl.icc  diirinj:  ihat  ivritid,  except  the  capture  of 
ihfi  Kliignanimr,  in  whi^'h  Nir.  Ho'bumc  was  not  perfob 
tally  conccmcti. 

.Vx*n  attet  the  niitKation  of  i)k  anuVs  iif  peace,  Mr. 
Holhur««^RMyHiMMM|Wb  at  ii  iAd,  of  a  fmall 
fqiiarirqa  a|^^^^^^^^^^pp£n' :  «  l-  do  not,  how- 

^*^»  ^'^'^^^^^^^^^^^■$0  ha\c  been  mare  than 

1  all  fenior 
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captains  commanding  detachments.  We  find  him  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indies  about  the  month  of  January  1750,  having 
uader  him  the  Rofe  frigate  and  Jamaica  floop,  being 
difpatched  thither  with  the  orders  of  the  king  of  France, 
tranfmitted  through  the  Britiih  ambaflador  at  Paris,  to 
M.  Caylus,  governor  of  Martinico,  commanding  him 
immediately  to  evacuate  the  iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  Domi- 
nica, St.  Vincents,  and  1  obago.  On  Mr,  Holburne*s 
arrival  at  the  place  of  his  deftination,  he  was  not  a  littlo 
furprifed  at  being  forbid  landing,  but  he  nevcrthclefs  in- 
dited on  delivering  his  difpatches,  which  he  jl^ediately 
font  by  his  fccretary,  accompanied  by  captainTBladwcll  of 
the  Rofe  frigate.  The  officer  who  received  them  de- 
clared he  aftcd  only  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  M. 
Caylus,  the  governor,  whom  he  rcprcfentcd  to  be  in  the 
country  at  a  confiderable  di (lance  from  his  ufual  place  of 
rciidence,  but  that  a  final  anfwer  fhould  be  returned  in 
twelve  hours. 

This  was  merely  a  finefle  to  gain  time,  for  the  governor 
iivas  then  aftually  on  the  fpot ;  and,  after  fome  confulta* 
tion,  fent  very  impertinent  peremptory  orders  for  Mr* 
liolburne  to  withdraw  immediately  with  his  (hips,  as  he 
had  no  in(l;ru£lions  from  his  own  court  to  comply  with 
the  requifition.  Not  having  a  fufficient  force,  or,  indeed, 
authority  to  make  any  attempt  at  compelling  this  Ihuffling 
opponent  to  an  a  A  of  bare  national  jiilHcc,  he  reluft- 
antly  complied.  During  the  time  he  continued  to  be 
employed  on  that  ftatio?  lie  could  only  remonftrate  and 
rcprefent,  inftead  of  employing  the  more  powerful  argu- 
ments which  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  much 
more  produftive  of  fuccefs.  Wc  hear  nothing  of  him  after 
his  return  from  this  ftation  •  till  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1755.  He  at  that  time  is  faid  to  have  commanded  the 
Ramillies,  of  ninety  guns,  one  of  the  ihips  fitted  out  and 
colle£ked  at  Portfmouth,  in  confequencc  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  French  court,  which  became  infufFerable  from  the 
daily  infults  offered  to  the  Britifh  flag.  On  February  5,  he 
uras  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 

^ii— ^^— I^M^^^^M^I^i—  lll»»^  I  ■  ■» 

*  He  was  fucceedcd   by  commodore   Pye^   who    was  appointed 
Fcbmary  175s. 

C  2  immc- 
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immediately  afterwards  hoiftcd  his  flag  on  board  the  fliip 
he  had  before  commanded  as  a  private  captain. 

He  not  long  afterwards  removed  mto  the  Terri- 
ble, on  being  appointed  to  command  a  fquadron  or- 
dered to  America  fc  r  the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  Mr. 
Bofcawen.  He  accordingly  failed  on  the  nth  of  May, 
with  the  Terrible,  Grafton,  Yarmouth,  Chichefler, 
Edinburgh,  Augufta,  and  Arundel.  Nothing  material 
took  place  during  the  voyage  to  Halifax,  where  he  arrived, 
after  a  very  profperous  and  fpeedy  paifage,  on  the  28th. 
Having  watered  his  fquadron,  and  completed  fomc  requi- 
fite  points  of  refitment,  he  proceeded  to  join  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen, whom  he  met  off  Louifburgh  on  the  2ift  of  June. 
The  fubfequent  events  of  this  unintereding  naval  cam- 
paign comprife  nothing  confcquential  enough  to  require 
particular  mention,  except  that  Mr.  Holburne  returning 
to  England,  with  vice-admiral  Bofcawen,  and  the  fleet 
arrived  fafc  at  Spithead  on  the  15th  of  November.  Wc 
do  not  find  any  mention  made  of  him,  during  the 
year  1756,  except  that  he  was,  for  a  time,  fecond  in 
command  of  the  fleet,  ftationed  off  Breft,  under  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  to  watch  the  French  fliips  in  that  port,  and 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
aflemblcd  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  enfuing  fummer,  having  been  in  the  interim 
promoted,  through  the  intermediate  ranks,  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  he  was  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  fleet  ordered  on  the  expedition  againft 
Louifljurg, 

He  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  i6th  of  April ;  and 
after  calling  at  Cork  for  fome  tranfports  which  were 
lying  there  in  order  to  join  him,  t(K)k  his  final  departure 
from  thence,  with  thirteen  (hips  of  the  line  and  the  con- 
voy on  the  ytlT  of  May.  Owing  to  the  common  impedi- 
ments to  the  paflage  of  fo  numerous  a  fleet,  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds,  and  their  natural  confequences,  he 
did  not  reach  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous,  till  the  9th  of  July.  This  deftruc- 
tive,  though,  perhaps,  unavoidable  delay,  following  that 
which  had  taJcen  place  at  home  in  fending  out  the  fleet, 
rendered  its  arrival  at  the  fcenQ  of  intended  opera- 
tions 
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tion$  ♦  too  late  to  hope  for  much  fucccfs :  but  it  has 
been  farcadically  remarked,  that  the  feafon  was  not  yet 

fulficicntly 

i  I        ■        I  ■     I    ■       ■  .  .   ■  ■  ...     I  I    . 

*  The  following  anonymQUs  d^-fencc  both  ofthe  admiral  and  general 
appears  too  remperate  and  fair  to  be  omitted  here. 

The  refentment  exprcflrdi  by  fome  great  perfons  againft  lord 
Londoun  and  admiral  Holburne,  for  not  attempting  a  defcent  on 
Cape  Breron,  fcems  to  be  very  ill-grounded,  becaufe  our  naval  force 
was  not  only  too  fmall  but  difpatched  too  late  in  the  year.  Our 
operations  againft  Cape  Breton   (hould  commence  there  with  the 

Srin^,  not  later  than  the  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April ; 
9t  IS,  they  fhould  begin  as  foon  as  the  navigation  to  it  is  open  and 
fafe;  till  that  time,  the  Tea  is  covered  with  thick  fogs,  and  the  harboart 
of  Cape  Breton  are  choaked  with  ice.  The  moment  that  thefe  begin  to 
clear  away  is  the  proper  time  for  making  a  defcent ;  and  it  was 
wholly  owing  to  our  obferving  and  feizing  it,  that  the  New  England 
men  (ticceeded  in  their  gallant  attempt ;  and  whoever  hopes  for  the 
fame  fuccefs  muft  take  the  fame  meauires,  for  the  following  reafons: 

I  ft.  Becaufe  a  French  army  or  fleet  cannot  winter  in  that  inhofpi- 
table  part  of  the  world;  and,  therefore,  by  attacking  it  earlier  in  the 
rpring  before  any  reinforcements  or  fupplies  can  he  received  from 
Europe,  we  ifaall  take  the  French  at  a  total  difadvantage ;  whereas,  if 
we  delay  but  a  little  later  than  April,  the  enemy  may  be  fo  well  pro* 
vided  againft  our  defign  by  reinforcement  apd  fupplies,  both  from 
Europe  ahd  Quebec,  as  will  make  all  our  efforts  inette£liial. 

2d.  The  fleet  and  armyt  therefore  which  fliall  be  deftincd  to  con* 
quer  Louiftx>urg  muft  winter  in  North  Ameiica.  pert  at  Bofton,  part 
at  Annapolis  Royal,  and  part  at  Halifax  ;  there  the  men  will  be  com* 
fortably  lodged,  and  fupplied  with  all  the  neccffaries,  and  even  the 
convenieiKies  of  life,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  at  home. 
Thus  they  will  turn  out  healthy  and  vigorous  in  the  fpring,  ready 
to  enter  on  briik  a^lion  before  any  fliips  can  (Ur  from  France  or  Eng« 
land.  The  king's  fliips  and  tranfportscan  lie  fafe,  and  be  as  well  cleaned, 
repaired,  careened,  or  even  docked  in  America,  efpccially  at  Halifax, 
as  in  England,  provided  loooor  1300I.  be  laid  out  in  re^buildingthe 
docks  and  wharfs.  Many  naval  Oores  can  be  purchafed  there  for  two- 
thirds  of  the  money  they  coft  here,  and  the  price  of  all  ihefe  things 
paid  to  Briiifh  fubjeds.  Thus,  and  not  otherwife,  will  the  fleet, 
with  the  army,  be  ready  and  in  good  order  to  proceed  on  the  attack 
early  in  the  fpring,  before  the  French  from  Europe,  or  from  QuebeCt 
can  have  reinforced  the  place. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  lord  Louaonn  ought  to  have  been  enabled 
to  begin  his  operations  againft  Louift>ourg  in  April,  whereas  admiral 
Holburne,  without  whole  afliftance  he  CQuld  not  proceed,  did  no.t 
arrive  till  July  9.  He  ought  to  have  landed  on  Cape  Breton  befbfe 
any  (hips  of  war  from  France  or  Quebec  could  get  there  to  annoy  his 
troops  in  their  debarkation  :  inftcad  of  that,  the  annexed  lift  will  ihew 
that  there  were  eighteen  capital  (hips  in  Loaifl>ourg  haVbour,  ten  days 
i^eforc  admiral  Holburnc  arrived  at  Halifax.    He  ought  to  have  been 

C3  aftliied 
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fufBcicntly  advanced  to  preclude  all  hope  of  a  fortunate 
ilTue  to  the  expedition,   and  a  confiderable  time  wa5, 

unne- 


afliftcd  by  a  naval  force  fuperior,  at  leafl  equal,  to  the  French  fleet; 
vhereasy  it  appears  by  the  liO,  the  French  were  very  fuperior  to  him  in 
the  number  of  their  capital  fhips,  carrying  a  greater  number  of  guna,  all 
of  much  heavier  metal,  and  larger  calibres,  than  thofe  of  the  Britifh 
ileec.  His  firft  intelligence  was,  indeed,  that  there  were  only  fevea 
capital  (hips  of  war  in  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg  -,  upon  which,  tho! 
fuch  a  force  was  capable  of  gauling  his  troops  moft  terribly  in  their 
landing,  yet  he  embarked  them  in  order  to  difpute  the  point;  but 
captain  Edwards,  on  the  Newfoundland  Hation,  taking  an  advice  boat 
about  the  fame  time,  fent  him  a  true  account  of  the  French  Orength  : 
whereupon  a  council  of  war  being  called,  couGHing  of  both  land  and 
fca  ofiicers,  it  was  agreed  unanimoufly,  excepting  only  one  diffenting 
vote,  that  the  attempt  was  impra£iicable  at  that  time;  and,  in  fucn 
circuinflances,  what  other  refolution  could  the  braved  man,  endued 
vith  common  prudence,  come  to ;  fuppofe,  that  on  being  informed  of 
ihe  French  naval  force,  and  that  there  were  350Q  regulars  in  garrifon  at 
Louiflx)urjg,  (which  was  the  cafe)  they  had  neverthelcfs  ventured  to 
make  the  intended  dcfcent,  what  could  they  in  rcafon  expc£l,  but  that 
the  French  fleet  would  come  out,  defeat  admiral  Holbume,  and  theri 
link  or  deflroy  all  our  tranfports,  with  1 1,000  land-forces  on  board?. 
The  confcquence  would  have  been  the  immediate  and  utter  lofs  ol  the 
v^hole  colony  of  New  York  firft,  and  then  of  all  North  America: 
this  would  have  been  a  dcciHve  blow  to  the  whole  Britifli  intercft  ii^ 
that  part  of  the  world.  If  this  was  what  any  man  of  cool  thought 
would  and  mud  expccl  to  be  the  event,  lord  Loudoun,  and  every 
officer  who  voted  for  deferring  the  attack  of  Cape  Breton,  in  fuch  cir- 
cumflances,  defcrves,  indead  of  cenfure,  the  fame  encomiums  that 
were  beflowed  by  the  RomanSi  on  Quintus  Fabius  Maximus,  qui 
cunBando  reftituit  rrm,  inflcad  of  defpcratcly  attacking  Hannibal  when 
he  had  no  chance  of  victory. 

He  n  indeed  blamed  for  wafling  time  in  frequent  councils  of  war, 
indead  of  going  upon  a6)ion  immediately :  but  is  there  a  roan  whq 
will  fay,  it  would  have  been  prudent  in  him  to  put  every  thing  to  the 
xifque  without  endeavouring  to  get  any  intelligence  ?  It  is  alfo  faid, 
•  that  the  French  fleet  was  fo  greatly  weakened  by  ficknefs  that  it  could 
have  made  very  little  oppofition  :  but  fuppodng  ihis  to  be  true,  how 
could  lord  Loudoun,  or  admiral  Hoiburne,  know  it  ?  They  were 
indeed  informed,  by  a  fidierman,  that  the  French  crews  were  fickly, 
yet  not  fo  fickly  as  to  render  them  defpicable  enemies,  fiefider,  wc 
fee  bow  little  the  intelligence  of  hriicrmen  was  to  be  depended  upon, 
fof  they  faid  there  were  but  fcven  fail  of  Fiench  diips  in  the  harbour, 
when  there  were  eighteen  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates  from  twenty-fix 
to  40  guns.  Some  think  it  extraqrdinary  thdt  admiral  Hoiburne  diould 
venture  up  toL0uid>ourg.and  cruizeodtheportwith  only  five  or  fix  diips 
of  the  line*  ^^^  yet  think  it  imprudent  to  go  up  with  his  whole  force 
'sad  the  tranfporls;  but  they  do  not  rightly  confider  the  differenre. 
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4inneoef&riIy    confumed,     at     Halifax,     in    ex«rcifing ' 
the  troops,  in  order  to  accuftom  them  to  the  different  - 

fcad  the  French  come  out  with  a  fuperior  force,  i^  aoe  cafe  bt 
might  have  made  at  word  a  running  fight  of  it;  bur,  in  the  other, 
what  would  have  become  of  thc.tranrports  and  land  forces?  he  muft 
either  have  left  them  to  peri(h  by  themfelves,  or  have  peri(hed  with 
them. 

To  conclude,  the  condu£l  of  lord  Loudoun  aad  admiral  Holburna 
feeros  not  only  juftifiable,  but  commendable ;  and,  inftcad  of  being 
recalled,  they  ought  to  be  ordered  to  winter  in  North  America,  that 
they  may  be  ready  to  a^  earlv  in  the  Cpring. 

The  comparative  force  of  the  diiferent  fleets  will  be  clearly  feenby 
the  fpUowiiM  fuJuoiDcd  Jifts. 

ENGLISH, 
Guns.      Ships. 


Shipi. . 

Newark 

Invincible 

Terrible 

Northumberland 

Grafton 

Orford  f 

Bedford 

Captain 

NaOap  • 

NottinghajQ 

King(ton 

Sunderland 

N.  B.  July  9,  admiral  Holbome  arrived  Vith  fourteen  fail  of  the 
above  (hips,  together  with  the  twenty-g«n  (hips  and  (loops.  The 
Windfor  arrived  Auguft  4,  in  the  afternoonof  that  day  the  refolvtipa 
of  abandoning  the  caterprize  was  taken. 

FRENCH. 

Ships.  _  _    _        Guns.      Ships. 


80 

74 

74 
70 

68 

68 

64 

«4 

«4 
69 

-do 

60 


Defiance 

Tilbury 

Windfor 

Centurion 

Sutherland 


Five  twenty-gun  (hips 
Six  floopt 


In  all     ^fi6A 


June  4«  arrived  M.  Reveil  with 


JLc  Hcaor 
L'Achilie 
Le  Vailiaat 
Le  Sage 


7« 
64 
«4 
64 


June  5,  arrived  M.  Beaufremont 

with 
X'*£tonnant  •  89 

Le  Defenfenr        *        *      74 

Le  Diademe       *  *         74 
L'Inflcxible             ^  ^4- 

L'Eveille         -  •        64 

June  S9,   arrived  de  la  Mothe 

with 
Le  Due  de  Bourgogne         80 
Le  Formidable  •        84 


Le  Soperbe 

Le  Glorieux 

Le  Heros 

Le  Dauphin  Royal 

Le  Belliqueux 

te  Celebre 

Le  Bizarre 


Frigate  I,. 
La  Brnne 
Le  Bien  Acquis 
La  Comete 
La  Hermione        • 
La  Coquine  Flute 
Lt  Fortune  de  Lif 


1870 

86 
4» 

86 


C4 


In  all     1474 

manoeuvra 
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muiofiivres  and  mode;  of  attack  they  might  probably  be 
rcqiiircd  lo  execute  when  caDed  intoa^ual  fervice. 

The  troops  were  at  laft  embarked,  and  ready  to  proceed 
by  the  ill  ot  Aiigtiit ;  but  while  ihe  fleet  was  on  its  paf- 
fage,  a  French  p^vket  was,  as  it  is  prcfumed,  throwo 
piirpofely  in  its  way,  and  captured.  By  the  difpatches 
whiih  were  found  on  board  her,  the  commanders-in-chief 
were  iiitormed  there  was  a  na\al  force,  amounting 
to  feventeen  Ihips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  in  the 
haibour  cl  Louitbiirg;  that  ilit  town  was  defended  by  a 
formidable  land  force,  conliilirj  of  fix  thcufand  Euro- 
peans, three  ihoufjnd  coIiTiial  trc-ops,  together  with  three 
tlundTcJ  Indians;  that  the  maj:a;ii;es  were  plentifuily 
flored  iv;;h  proiiii.^i's  and  an;miir.i;ion  of  a!l  kinds.  The 
receipt  ot  this  intelligence  ni'.ti'aiily  piodt.ced  a  council 
up.ririmfjily  lefohed  to 
■ic^'yt.  were  immediately 
c.'i;"i:ii;fJ  cruizing  with 
:>o  :.:::h  he  waj  .■^S'  I.tju- 
•.b.i  i-:trarje  cf  rbc  har- 
,  Uc  -r.e  Fr;".-ft  adrr-iral 
?;;i  b.  ■■;  :ar  ::r;r;?r  in 
o  }i^'U.  iv'irv,  Kin- 

-:ir;il^  Fr^iu^  :o1land 


rf  war,  in  which  it  was  alsr 
aband..^:!  the  exped  '■•.or.  Thi 
Uv.t  back,  bin  a.irT>;ra!Ho;bi!r 
t're  !:-;(;  ot!"  Cajv  F--.-?;',  C\ 
iil'uri^,  ari  wi;h;:'.  two  :v;!;7! 
bi-rr,'  I'.i  :hat  he  cc;iid  ditirc 


W-   T 

•vt  ■* 

.-.  i;  ."  .■■ 

J     T 

J-J    »  •;■■ 

-    «  i 

^-^ii..  *  ;    - 

"■jj 

N.j;,-<    off.    J')d  the     lh:p    i>'-v«'',- 
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(hips  as  he  could  colled,  was  obliged  to  make  for  Enghnd 
as  expeditioufly  as  poiTible. 

Mi.  Holburne  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  7th  of  De« 
ceraber,  and  was  quickly  afterwards  appointed  port  ad- 
miral at  Portfmouth.     On  the  7th  of  February  following 
he  was  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  and 
continued  employed  in  the  above  uointerefling  manner 
during  the  ufual  term  for  which  fuch  appointments  are 
generally  held ;  but  is  no  othcrwife  mentioned  than  as 
haviogbeen,  in  the  month  of  February  I759»  advanced 
to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red.     He  (truck  his  flag,  and 
<juitted  his  command  on  the  ift  of  November  1761,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  held  any  naval  appointment  after 
that  time.     In  the  firft  parliament  affembled  after  the 
acceflion  of  his  prefent  majefty,  he  was  chofen  reprefen* 
tative  for  the  united  burghs  of  Sterling,  lunerfkeithen,  &c« 
^  in  the  enfuing  parliament  was  chofen  member  for  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  a  ftation  he  continued  to  retain  till  his 
d^th.    About  the  year  1766,  he  was  advanced  to  be  ad* 
n^  of  the  blue.     Honours  and  appointments  began  not 
long  after  that  time  to  flow  rapidly  in  upon  him.     On 
^  24th  of  February  1770,  he  was  nominated  one  of  the 
commiflioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral ; 
^Qd  on  the  28th  of  Oflober  following  was  promoted  to 
^hc  rank  of  admiral  of  the  white ;  about  the  fame  time  ho 
received  the  civil  appointment  of  rear-admiral  of  Great 
Britain,  as  fuccelTor  to  fir  Charles  Knowlcs,  who  had 
refigned  a  little  time  before,  on  accepting  a  command  in 
^Ruffian  fervice.     Early  in  the  year  1771  he  was  made 
governor  of  Greenwich- hofpital,  an  honour  he  did  not 
n>nglive  to  enjoy,  dying,  on  the  15th  of  July  following, 

*f  the  age  of  fixty-fcvcn.     He  married  -,  widow  of 

Edwani  Lafcelles,  efq.  colledlorof  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
and  father  to  the  prefent  lord  Harcwood.  By  this  lady 
"C  left  one  fon,  the  prefent  iir  Francis  Holburne,  who 
fucceeded  to  the  tiile  of  baronet,  in  Scotland,  on  the  death 
<*f  fir  Alexander  Holburne,  his  coufin. 

The  charadlcr  of  this  gentleman  has  been  as  varionfly 
Kpiefented  by  his  friends  and  enemies  as  that  of  any  of  his 
pndeceflbrs  or  cotcmporaries.  An  elevated  ftation  rarely 
l^lstogive  birth  to  con  trove  dies  of  this  nature,  and  few 
Mtfiaoces  occur  where  public  opinion  is  not  oppofitely, 

and. 
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and,  generally  fpeaking,  unwarrantably  divided.  Aft 
anecdote  of  him,  which  has  been  related  to  us  from  the 
bcft  authority,  is,  however,  too  honourable  to  his  cha- 
rafter  to  be  omitted  in  this  place.  During  his  paflage  to 
England,  from  America,  we  believe  from  Louiiburg,  in 
which,  as  it  is  well  known,  he  encountered  a  mod  violent 
and  tremendous  tempeft,  he  had  obferved  a  young 
officer  particularly  diligent,  aftivc,  and  ufeful  on  fo  trying 
an  occafion ;  but  At  the  fame,  time  had  taken  notice  of  his 
ftriking  f«veral  of  the  common  men  whom  he  thought 
flow  or  remifsin  their  dtity.  When  the  tempeft  had  in  fomo 
mcafurefub Tided,  he  font  for  the  young  gentlc^nan  into  his 
cabin,  and  addrclfed  him  in  the  following  manner :  '*  Sir, 
I  have  obferved,  with  the  grcateft  plcafiire,  your  diligence 
and  exertions ;  I  (hall,  in  confequcncc  of  them,  ufe  my- 
utmoft  endeavours  to  procure  your  promotion ,  but  if  I 
ever  know  that  you  again  ftrike  a  fcaman,  from  that 
moment  I  renounce  you — you  will  lofc  all  pretenfions  to 
my  favour  and  friendfhip." 

HOLCOMBE,  Eifcx*,— was,  on  the  i2thof  Odobcr 
1740,  appointed  captain  of  the  Winchelfea  frigate,  one 
of  the  veliels  employed,  immediately  afterwards,  in  cruif- 
ing  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel,  off  Cape  Finifterrc. 
Thefe  fervices  and  ftations  were  unhappily  fo  unimport- 
ant, fo  little  calculated  to  raife  his  fame  and  renown,  that 
we  do  not  find  any  other  mention  made  of  him,  except  that 
he  was,  after  1 743-4,ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean  as  capt. 
of  the  Winchelfea.  He  continued  there  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  war;  and,  in  April  1748,  commanded  the  NalTau,  of  70 
guns.  He  was  then  employed  in  convoying  to  Corfica  a 
fmall  number  of  tranfports,  having  on  board  two  battaU 
lions  of  Sardinian  and  one  of  Auftrian  troops  ;  but  peace 
being  concluded  foon  afterwards,  the  interference  of  a 
foreign  power  became  improper,  fo  that  we  have  nothing 
farther  to  relate,  except  the  foregoing  occurrence,  the  Cotf 
ficans  andGenoefe  being,  as  it  is  elfewhere  remarked,  left 
to  themfelves.  The  Naflau  was,  in  all  probability,  put 
out  of  commiflion,  foon  after  its  return  to  England,  in 

*  Hs  is  faid,  in  one  account  we  have  feen,  to  have  commanded  thf 
Blaft  bomb-ketch  in  1741  ;  but  we  know  not  whether  this  circura- 
^aace  is  10  lie  depended  upon. 

confc* 
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confequence  of  the  ccflation  of  hoftilities ;  and  captain 
Holcombe  is  not  known  to  have  had  any  fubfequcnt  ap> 
pointmcnt.  He  retired  indeed  from  the  fervice  altoge- 
ther about  the  year  1755,  with  ^^^  ^^^^  *"^  half-pay  of  a 
iwr-admiral  on  the  Superannuated  liit.  He  enjoyed  this 
honourable  proof  of  the  ellimation  in  which  he  had  been 
held,  as  a  good  officer  and  worthy  man,  till  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  29th  of  January  1770. 

HUGHES,  Sir  Richard, — in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
'740,  commanded  the  Anne  Galley  fircfhip,  one  of  the 
fraall  veffcls  attached  to  the  fleet  on  the  Mediterranean 
fetion,  commanded  by  admiral  Haddock.  He  was,  on 
>lic24th  of  Oftober  1740,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Durflcy  Galley  frigate,  and  continued  on  the  fame  Ration 
many  years,  as  will  be  prefently  feen.  While  he  was 
^ptain  of  the  Dudley  Galley  we  find  no  other  mention 
JJ^e  of  him  than  what  is  common  to  all  officers  employed 
ui  a  iitnilar  unenviable  manner  during  a  war ;  he  was  totally 
occupied  in  attending  on  the  fleet,  and  in  (hort  cruifes, 
^ich  afforded  him  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  either 
emolument  or  fame,  as  the  prefence  of  the  Britiih  naval 
force  confined  to  the  harbours  of  the  enemy  all  their 
finallcr  veffels,  whether  intended  for  the  purpofes  of  war 
or  commerce. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1742,  we  find  him  to 
"2VC  been  promoted  to  the  Feverfham,  of  forty  guns,  one 
of  thcfliips  fent,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  following,  under 
commodore  Martin,  to  remonflrate  with  the  king  of  Na- 
PJ«;  the  particulars  of  which  expedition  have  been  already 
jiven  at  length  in  the  account  of  the  commodore  *.  We 
Snd  no  fubfequent  mention  made  of  him  till  1745,  and  ho 
w  then  only  noticed  as  having  been  captain  of  the  Chat- 
"^Wj  and  one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court- 
oiartial  convened  at  Mahon,  in  the  month  of  January,  to 
enquire  into  the  condudl  of  captain  Richard  Norris.  In 
1746  he  was  commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  ftationed 
•■Ac  coaft  of  Italy  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
•nipbycd  totally  in  cruifing  for  the  protedlion  of  com- 
*■*»,  or  that  of  tranfports,  with  ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Mperial  army.     We  find   no  farther  account  of  him. 


L 
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in  ihe  line  of  active  Tervice,  except  rhat  he  was  fometimc 

ifierwards  appointed  captain  of  the  EITcx ;  and,  in  the 

month   of   February    1753,     was    ccmmilEoned    to    ihc 

I  poiigueuic,  of  fixly-fowr  ^uns,  a  j:uanllLtp  at  Porifmomh, 

In    1754    he    retired  tot^llj'   frum    lliis    line    a{    fcr- 

Tkc,  being   appointed    commiflioner-reridcm   ai    Portf- 

»mh,  as  fuccclfor  to  his  father.     ThiB  jlaiion  he  oon- 

I  tinned   to  811    witli  hi^h    reputation,   and  the  approba- 

Ltion  of  all  men,  lill  the  year  1773  ;  when,  in  iHl-  month 

'  «f  June,   he    was  created  a  baronet   by   his  niajtfty, 

I  who    made  an   cxcurfinn   to  Portfmmith   al    that    U.-nc. 

'  He  foon  afterwards  retired  froin  all  public  functions  on  a 

Knfioii  of  500I.  fer  annum.     He  died,   as  we  bcltcvc, 

bine  time  in  the  coiirfc  of  the  year  1783. 

JOLLY,  Thomas,  —  was,  on  thi.-  12th  of  May  174.0, 

I  ^pointed  captain  of  the    Lively  frigjie:   he  was  »e;y 

y  foon  at'ierwaids,  ihat  is  to  f.y  in  the  folto^wng  month* 

)  promoted 'to  the  Rippon.  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fhips 

[  'cqnipp<d,  in  the  enfuing  auiumn,  for  the  inerdid  expe- 

'  jiiion  againll  Cjiihagena.     He  was  one  of  ihofe  unhappy 

I   commanders  who  fell  viifiims  to  the  uniihoLfomencfs  of 

that  climate,  dying  there  in  the  month  f if  May  1 741. 

LIMEBURNER,  Thomas,— was,  on  the  inh  of  July 

'  I74O1  promoted,  from  being  commander  of  a  [loop  of  war, 

I  to  he  captain  of  theSLahorfetrJgalc,  at  the  fptcijl  inOarcc 

^  -of  Mr,  Pulmcy,  afterwards  earl  of  Bath,  who,  on  his 

1  failing  almod  immedia'cly  afterwards  to  the  Well  Indies, 

I '  tecommcnded  him  to  Mr.  Vernua  in  the  foilowing  warm 

^terms.      "  This  will    be  delivered  10  you   by  captain 

Ltmebumer,  one  whom  fi '  Charles  Waj;er  preferred  at  my 

Itcommendationi  you  will  find  him,  I  dare  fay,  a  very 

rentiblc  hunclt  man;  and  if  he  be  fitch,  1  am  confident 

be  wilt  meet  with  your  farther  encwtr.igcmeiu  and  pro- 

tciftion."     After  his  return  10  Europe  he  was  promoted 

0  the  Hamplhiic,  of  fifty  guns ;  Ijui  in  foune  accoimts  he 

'»  rrtoncoiilly  Hated  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  Ply- 

inuiiih.     The  HamfitTiirc  wat  prin-ifially,  if  not  cmirely 
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lumer  appears  to  have  been  very  alert.  On  the  gth  of 
Apiir  he  captured  a  flout  Spanith  privateer,  called  Lc 
Galgo, mounting  tweaiy-four  carriage  guns,  and  ten  large 
patararoes,  witfi  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men  ; 
and  on  the  22d  of  January  enfuing,  two  others,  one  of 
nearly  the  fame  force  with  the  Galgo,  the  other  of  fixteea 
carriage  and  fwivel  guns,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  men.  No  ether  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman 
ncept  that  he  was  afterwards  appointed  captain  of  the 
Fubbs  yacht ;  in  which  Ration  he  died  on  the  5th  of  No- 
wmber  1 750. 

LISLE,  William, — was  the  defcendant  of  a  very  an- 
QEiil  and  refpeiMable  family  long  fettled  in  the  county  of 
Souihampton,  where  they  had  very  large  poffcinons.  The 
Bameisiiippofed  to  have  been  derived  from  that  very  cir- 
omftance,  L'Klc-vel  De  L'Iflc,  the  greater  part  of  the  Iflc 
tf  Wight  having,  as  it  is  faid,  formerly  belonged  to  them. 
"Hiis  gentleman  was,  on  the  28lh  of  May  1 740,  appointed 
optain  of  the  Scarborough,  a  bomb-ket^^  in  which 
*eirel  he  continued  till  the  year  1743,  if  not  till  a  later 
pwiod*,  he  having  been,  at  the  time Juft  mentioned,  one 
<ftbccommanders  employed,  imder  Mr.  Knowles, at  the 
^ffeteni  attacks  of  La  Guira  and  Porto  Cavallo.  TTie 
appointments  of  this  truly  worthy  and  brave  man  were, 
K*  fame  time,  fo  little  confcqueniial,  that  nn  mention 
whatever  is  made  of  him  till  the  month  of  September 
'746,  when  we  find  him  to  have  commanded  the  Severn, 
01  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  lliips  which  had  been,  previous 
to  that  time,  on  the  Weft  India  ilation,  where  we  believe 
ttpiain  Lide  to  have  commanded  her.  He  was  on  his 
tttatn  to  England,  in  company  with  the  Woolwich,  a 
ttipof  the  fame  force,  and  a  fleet  of  merchant  (hips  under 
•Iwirconvoy,  when  they  unhappily  fell  in  witha  fmall  French 
V*iron  of  four  ihips,  commanded  by  the  welUknowii 
nutquisde  Ccnflans.  Cnpt.  Lifle  defended  himfclf  with  the 
fWtft  gallan;ry  for  two  hours,  when  the  very  fuperior 


mployEil  31 .1  cruifer,  and  in  (he 
:r  (loop,  3nJ  funk  one  oF  much 
Flouncing  iwenly-four  guns,  and 
;w,  afleravciv  rmin  afiiou,  -Af 
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•force  of  the  enemy  compelled  him  to  furrender.  In  the 
month  of  OSober  1747,  being  not  long  after  he  was 
exchanged,  he  was  advanced  to  the  command  of  the 
Vigilant,  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  ordered 
for  the  £a(l  Indies  under  the  command  of  rear-admiral 
Bofcawcn.  The  leading  events  of  that  expedition^  even 
thofc  in  which  captain  Lille  was  immediately  concerned, 
have  been  alre:uly  related  in  the  life  of  the  commander-in- 
'chief  *,  fo  that  it  is  needlcfs  to  attempt  any  repetition  of 
them,  or,  to  fay  more  than  that  he  was  appointed,  during 
the  courfe  of  it,  an  eflablilhed  commodore  with  a  broad 
pendant* 

It  was  at  one  time  determined  he  (hould  continue  10 
India  as  commander-in-chief  after  the  return  of  Mr. 
Bofcawcn  to  England,  as  appears  from  the  following  ex- 
tract  of  a  letter  from  Gombroon,  dated  Feb.  11,  1756- 
**  Captain  Lifle  is  ordered  to  hoill  a  broad  pendant  in 
India,  where  he  is  to  {lay  three  years,  and  to  difpofe  the 
(hips  under  his  command  to  fuch  parts  of  India  as  may  be 
th^Hight  bell  for  the  company's  intercft."  He  did  not, 
however,  continue  on  his  llation  during  fo  long  a  period; 
but  died  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  when  on  his  return 
to  England,  on  the  26th  of  January*  1752.  He  had  been 
long  and  mod  gric\x»utly  afflicted  with  the  gout,  which 
wc  believe  to  have  been  an  hereditary  diforder,  and  was 
attacked  on  his  palFage  by  a  moll  violent  fit,  which  (cized 
him  both  in  his  head,  and  feet.  When  he  arrix^d  at  the 
Cape  it  was  recommended  to  him  to  ufe  a  hot  bath.  He 
declared  himfelf  p.rfeclly  ready  to  comply  with  the  ad- 
vice, becaufe,  if  he  rejedcd  it,  he  might  probably  incur 
the  char^  of  obllinacy ;  but  he  at  the  fame  time  exprcf!cd 
a  firm  perfuafion,  that  he  ihouU  not  furrive  the  actjui- 
efccnce  many  minutes.  The  e\'ent  fully  and  n:oft  unfor- 
tunattly  pro^rd  the  truth  of  the  prediction.  Soon  as  he 
was  immerfcd  in  the  hot  water  his  pins  were  inilanra- 
iKv>iifly  atfua^^d,  but,  in  a  few  moments  a:'t«:r  being 
taken  out,  he  fe!l  bick  and  expired. 

is  a  traditional  report  that  tH?  condemn,  tm- 

iflftr  the  conu»cnce?rent  of  hofn'.n^   wtA 

captun  oC  a  Kunb^veiTc!*  ur>.  /kiiy  iel! 


^  (w  31^  ct  fe«|. 


KAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  CREAJ  BRITAIN.  4| 

in  with  t  Spanifli  (hip  of  war,  mounting  forty  guns  or 

upwards.     ITic  enemy  bore  down  to  him  as  to  a  certain 

prize :  Mr.  Liflc  was,  however,  too  gallant  and  fpirited 

an  officer  to  fur  render  without  making  fome  effort  to 

^Ckpc.    By  the  dexterous  management  of  his  fmall  veflel, 

and  occafionally  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  the 

few  guns  he  had,   this  purpofe  was  happily  effcftcd : 

What  alfo  afforded  an  additional  fatisfa£lion,  both  to  him- 

«|f  and  his  countrymeni  was,  that  during  the  whole  of 

this  Very  difEcuh  attempt,  few,  or  none  of  his  crew  were 

cither  kilkd  or  wounded.     Such  is  the  outline  with  which 

wc  have  been  furnifhed  of  this  highly  honourable  tranfac- 

tKM  ;  and  we  can  only  lament  not  being  able  to  relate  it 

more  particularly  and  minutely* 

Martin,  Roger, — was,  on  the  24th  of  September 
'740j  appointed  captain  of  the  Litchfield,  of.  fifty  guns. 
In  this  mip  he  did  not  continue  longer  than  the  month  of 
November,  being  then  fucceeded  by  captain  Cleland. 
He  Was  next  appointed  to  the  Afliflance,  and  ordered  out 
«ia  cruife;  during  which,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1741, 
^c  find  him  to  have  captured,  and  brought  into  Spithead, 
two  valuable  Spanifli  prizes,  one  called  the  Conception, 
the  other  the  St.  Dominic. 

^  Extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  we  ha\'e  no  other  par- 
ticulars concerning  him,  except  that,  in  the  month  of 
December  1747,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court- 
Ottrtial,  convened  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  trial  of  captain 
'®X,  of  the  Kent ;  fo  that  it  is  very  evident  he  was  a; 
^  time  in  a3ual  fervice. '  In  the  month  of  February 
^7S3>  he  was  commiffioned  to  the  Monarch,  a  guardft>ip 
^f  fcvcnty-four  guns,  at  Portfmouth.  In  March  1755, 
he  vras  appointed  captain  of  the  Royal  George,  a  command 
he  retained  till  the  month  of  May  1756,  when  he  retired 
<^Q  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral .  He  died  about 
4c  year  1779. 

MAYNAKD,  Robert, — was,  on  the  a  2d  of  September 
'74o>  promoted,  by  admiral  Vernon,  to  be  captain  of  the. 
Shccrncfs  frigate ;  but  we  find  no  oiher  mention  made  of 
hinu  In  the  month  of  March  1742,  he  was  advanced  to 
^command  of  the  Antelope,  of  fifty  guns,  and  not  im- 
probably ordered  foon  afterwards  for  the  Mediterranean, 
*^ilcre  we  find  him,  in  the  month  of  January  17451  oiie 

of 
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of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  convened  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Richard  Noiris ;  and  it  appears  he  at  fhat 
lime  contmucd  to  command  the  Antelope.     No  othei 

E articular:  concerning  this  gentleman  have  cometooui 
nowlegc,  except  that  he  died  In  England  fometime  in 
tht  cotirfe  of  the  year  1750. 

MITCHELL,  Matthew, — was,  on  the  jcth  of  J«ne 
1 740,  appoi  ntcd  to  command  the  Pearl,  of  forty  guns,  one 
of  the  iliips  compofing  the  fmall  fquadron  then  under 
orders  for  the  South  Seas.  When  the  fliips  arrived  «1 
Madeira,  captain  Nnrris,  at  that  time  commander  of  ilw 
Gloucefter,  applied  for  leave  to  return  to  England  in  -corf- 
feqitence  of  ill  health,  which  he  alledgcd  prevented  him 
from  proceeding  on  fo  long  a  voyage.  This  requeft  W» 
immediately  complied  with  by  commodore  Anion,  whc 
appointed  captain  Mitchell  to  command  the  Gloucefter  in 
his  room.  The  fubfeqiient  evems  of  this  alternately  dif- 
aftraus  and  fortunate  expedition  having  been  already  given 
3i  fomc  length  in  onr  accoimt  of  Mr.  Anfon,  fo  that  it  is 
needlefs  to  add  much  more,  ihan  that  captain  Mitchell  antl 
his  nnfortiinate  (hip,  having  narrowly  efcajped  beingbnrtit, 
having  afterwards  encountered  a  fcries  of  difficultres  taiA 
hardlhips  almolt  Incredible  in  the  paflage  round  C*pc 
Horn,  at  la  11  got  light  of  the  iflandof  Juan  Fernandez  on 
the  2ift  of  June.  The  crew  was  by  this  time  fo  nuch 
reduced  by  the  fcurvy,  that  had  not  the  commodore,  who  had 
reached  that  hofpiiable  fpot  fomc  days  before,  dilnttched 
his  long  boat  with  water  and  vegetables,  the  miferabk 
remnant  that  Hill  remained  alive  mult  have  perifhed 
of  abfolmc  thirft.  They  had  been  for  fome  time  at  an 
alloivance  of  a  pint  a  day  to  each  man  ;  and  even  that 
fcanty  fupply  would  have  been  exhaufled  in  the  neXi 
twenty-four  hours. 

Though  they  had  fo  nearly  reached  the  point,  where  nol 
only  the  ravages  of  difeafc  were  likely  to  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  where  they  a!fo  might  be  certain  of  procuring  relief  tc 
their  other  wants  and  neceHitics,  the  meafure  of  fheil 
diftrefs  w:fs  not  yet  full,  that  wretched  crew  were  tanta* 
lizcd  for  upwards  a  month  witli  an  occafional  fight  of  tht 
idand  wiiliout  being  able  to  reach  it,  fome  days  driven  tc 
fiich  a  diliance  as  ahnoft  to  reduce  ihem  to  the  extrcmitj 
of  dcfpair,  that  they  fliould  never  be  able  to  rc-meafurt 

back 
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Wk  their  courfe,  attacked  as  they  were  at  different  times,  i  it 
their  difabled  crippled  vefTel,  by  fuch  violent  gufts  of  wind; 
that  they  were  under  momentary  apprehenfions  of  foun- 
dering. At  length,  on  the  23d  of  July,  they  fucceeded  in 
getting  round  the  north-wcft  point  of  thebav;  and  having 
ttceived  a  reinforcement  of  recovered  men  from  the  com- 
modore, were  fortunate  enough  to  bring  their  crazy  velfel 
to  an  anchor,  in  little  more  than  an  hour  from  the  time 
their  more  fortunate  comrades  on  Ihore  confidered  their 
^ival  as  certain.  This  ill-fated  crew  was  reduced  to 
eighty-two  perfons ;  but  happily,  though  the  diftrefs  they 
"^  experienced  previous  to  their  arrival  had  been  infi- 
nitely greater  than  that  which  their  comrades,  on  board 
the  commodore's  fhip,  had  encotintered,  their  morta- 
lity ccafed  almoft  immediately  on  their  landing,  a  cir- 
^mftance  fuppofed  t6  be  attributable  to  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe  being  mitigated  by  the  vegetables  and  frefh  water 
faittothem,  by  Mr.  Anfon,  when  the  (hip  was  firfl:  dif- 
^wered.  The  Anna  Pink  viftualler  being  condemned  as 
l^nfit  for  fervice,  her  crew^  confilling  of  eleven  perfons, 
including  the  mafter,  were  turned  over  to  the  Glouceflef 
*5  s  reinforcement,  as  were  alfo  twenty-three  failers  and 
"\  pallengers,  from  on  board  the  Carmelo,  a  Spanifli 
pnzc  captured  by  the  Centurion. 

The  commodore  failed,  as  has  been  already  related  iii 
J5"r  account  of  himj  on  the  19th  of  September,  leaving 
inftniflions  for  captain  Mitchel  to  follow  him,  when  his 
*"'P  ihould  be  as  well  re-equipped  as  circumftances  would 
admit  of,  and  cniife  ofFthe  illand  of  Paita  till  the  Centu-» 
^'on  (hould  join  him.  The  Glouceflcr,  during  this  in- 
^ervalj  captured  only  two  fmall  vefTels,  one  of  them  a 
'"0^',  the  other  a  Spanifh  launch,  or  large  boat ;  their 
<^argoes  were,  confequently,  inconfiderable ;  but,  as  is 
frequently  the  cafe  in  thofe  feas  with  pHzcs,  that  might 
on  their  firfl  feizurc  be  deemed  too  infignificant  to  anfwer 
ihe  trouble  of  taking  pofTeilion,  they  were  found,  on  exa- 
*Ti'naiion,  to  have  fpecie  on  board  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
2o,oool*.  Mr.  Anfon,  who  in  the  interim  had  burnt 
the  town  of  Paita,  joined  captain  Mitchel  on  the  i8th  of 
November:  and  nothing  material  took  place,  in  addition 
"^ —  I  -  ■  j^  ^  -^ 

♦  The  fnow  7,000 1;  the  launch  io,oool. 

Vol.  V.  D  to 
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to  what  ha.^  h^ftn  already  rcIa^ec^,  till  the  beginning  of  &# 
month  of  Au^uft  foliov-ing  1742  .  A:  this  time  the 
Glcwr-fter,  iintortunate  almoi}  from  the  hourof  quitt 
Sv,  Hcilen  "?,  after  having  conLderablv  retarded  the  d 
turion,  en  their  pafTage  from  SjLth  America  to  the 
drone  itianrls,  h^  xl^  addlrior.al  misfortune  to  lofe  both 
her  fore  ar«d  main-tcp- mails  in  a  gale  of  wind :  ihc  was, 
moreover,  fo  leaky  as  to  have  feven  feet  water  in  her  i&ald. 
The  wind  at  this  time  rcfe  almoft  to  an  hurricane ;  and 
the  Centurion  h*crfe!f  fprung  a  leak.  Though  under  fuch 
circurriftanccs  the  ad  mini  liration  of  any  relief  was  next  to  an 
imp^-^ffihiliry,  yet  Mr.  Ar.fon  fent  his  boat  on  board,  by 
which  captain  Mitchell  returned  an  inArumcnty  iigncdl^ 
hinrifelf  and  the  red  of  his  orricers,  ftating,  "  that  tbie 
leaks  Vv ere  irreparable  at  Tea;  that  he  needed  fpare  top* 
maOs  to  get  up  in  the  place  of  thofe  which  had  been  car« 
ried  av^^iy  ^  that  many  of  the  knees  and  clamps  were  loofe, 
and  the  quarter-deck  ready  to  dropdown;  that  the  crcw^ 
notwithuanding  fevcral  trivial  reinforcements,  was  reduced 
to  ninety- fevcn  men,  officers  and  prifoners  included,  with 
eighteen  boys,  out  of  which  number,  which  had  they  beenall 
in  health,  was  in  itfelf  extremely  inconfiderable  for  the  bare 
purpofc  of  navigating  fo  large  a  (hip,  there  were  onlyfixteen 
men  and  eleven  boys  able  to  keep  the  deck,  many  of  which 
were  very  inhrm  ;  that  provifions  and  freHi  water  could 
not  be  got  at  without  extreme  difficulty,  the  (hip  having  ' 
then  in  her  hold  fcvcn  feet  water,  which  was  hourly  en- 
creafing.'*  This  deplorable  (latement  being  immediately 
authenticated  by  a  regular  furvey,  captain  Mitchel  was 
directed  to  remove  his  people,  together  with  fuch  valu-> 
ablcs  and  (lores  as  he  could  get  at,  on  board  the  Centu* 
rion,  and  then  deftroy  his  Ihip. 

Two  days  were  unavoidably  confumed  in  this  operation^ 
which,  under  more  favourable  circumftances,  might 
almofl  have  been  acconiplilhed  in  as  many  hours.  It 
was  not  without  much  difficulty  that  the  fpecie  was 
favcd ;  but  nearly  the  whole  of  the  prize-goods  which  were 
on  board  her,  and  were  of  very  confiderable  value,  were 
abandoned  to  the  fame  unfortunate  fate  as  the  veiTcl  which 
contained  them.  Even  of  the  provifions,  (ivc  ca(ks  of 
flour  could  oqly  be  prefervcd,  and  three  of  them  were 
damaged  by  the  fak  water.    Of  the  fick,  amounting  in 

number 
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till  r»bcr  to  upwards  of  feventy  perfons,  three  or  four  ex- 
pir^edin  the  a6l  of  being  conveyed  on  board  the  Centu- 
"rion,  notwithftanding  all  pollible  tendernefs  was  ufctl  in 
th^i  r  removal.  The  Ihip  was  fet  on  fire,  and,  after  burn- 
'"S  all  night,  blew  up  with  a  very  i  neon  fide  rable  report, 
th^  Centurion  being  at  that  time  about  four  leagues 
dirtsint. 

t^aptain  Mitchel  continued  on  board  the  Centurion  till 

•f^^T  the  arrival  of  that  (hip  at  China:  he  from  thence 

toc>lc    his   paffage    in    a    Swedifti    (hip,    bound    from 

"«  aacao  for  Europe.     On  his  arrival,  about  the  month  of 

J*^ric  1743,  he  was  received  with  much  attention  by  ad- 

n^iniftration,  and    was    not  long   afterwards   appointed 

'captain  of  the  Worccftcr.     In  1746  he  was  commodore 

of"  ^  fmall  fi^uadron,  ftationed  off  the  coaftof  Flanders  for 

the     purpofe   of   preventing  any   fupplics  palfing  from 

P^rkirk,  and  other  ports  in  that  neighbourhood,  for  the 

fupport  of  the  rebel  army  in  Scotland*.     He  was  fingu* 

**rty  aflive  tand  fuccefsful  in  this  employment,  and  re- 

n^^ined  on  the  fame  ftation  nearly  till  the  conclufion  of 

'"C  war.     A  (horttime  after  the  general  eleflionj  in  1747, 

"^     "Was  ele£lcd   reprefentative    in    parliament    for    the 

"^Fough  of  Wcftbury,  but  did  not  long  continue  to  fill 

^"^    ftation  of  a  fenator,  dying,  in  the  prime  of  life,  on 

th«  agth  of  April  1752. 

He  married,  on  the  4th  of  March  1749,   Frances, 

**^Jghter   of  Afhfordby,   efq.  of    Norfolk-ftreet, 

I'^ndon,  with  whom,  it  is  faid,  he  received  a  fortune  of 
^c>,oool. 

Murray,  Honourable  George, — was  the  fccond  fon 

of  CJeorge,  fourth  lord  Elibank,  and  Elizabeth,  daiightei* 

01  Mr.  George  Stirling,  of  Edinburgh.     The  firft  mention 

"^c  find  made  of  him  in  the  naval  fervice,  to  which  he 

^took  himfelf  early  in  life,  is  in  the  month  of  July  1740, 

*  The  Hazard  floop,  afterwards  captured  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland, 
1*  HrticuUrly  mentioned  as  having  been  obliged,  by  the  commodore's 
^'^ileDce,  with  hiscruifors,  to  put  back  fix  dilfcrent  times;  but  at  laft, 
•od  then  too  unfortunately  for  herfclf,  fuccccded  in  confcqucncc  of  a 
**'y  thick  fog,  which  completely  (hrouded  her  from  his  fight. 

/  At  the  latter  end  of  May  1746,  he  drove  on  fhore  a  French 
•^'ifite,  mounting  twenty-four  guns;  and,  in  a  very  few  days  after* 
^^dtf  1  large  armed  cutter  belonging  to  the  fame  nation. 
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at  which  time  he  commanded  the  Trial  Hoop  of  war,  1 
fmall  velVel  attached  to  the  fquadron  fent  to  the  South  Seas, 
under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Anion,  On  the  arrival  of  this 
force  at  Madeira,  and  the  return  of  Mr.  Norris,  captain 
of  the  Gloucciler,  to  England,  Mr.  Murray  was  advanced 
to  be  captain  of  the  Wager,  on  the  3d  of  November  1740, 
as  fuccelFor  to  captain  Kidd,  who  was  promoted  to  the 
Pearl.  On  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  on  the  31ft  of 
January  1740-1,  he  ag;^in  followed  him  as  fucceflbr  into 
the  Pearl.  The  fubfequent  di:lreiTcs  of  this  unfortunate 
fquadron  are  well  known  :  the  Pearl  and  Severn,  after 
having  for  a  con  fide  rabic  time  combated  againit  dit?icul* 
tics,  dailv  encrcallng  and  growing  more  formidable,  were 
at  length  compelled  to  put  kivk,  having  loft  light  of  the 
fquaviron  on  the  ic.li  oi  March,  about  a  month  after 
ihcv  h-d  p-'.k  J  the  '!>:rcighis  Le  Mai  re. 

Afttr  coiv-batinLT,  tor  the  fnace  of  ncarlv  forty  days, 
with  a  ilorm  ala-.o;:  c«»n:i:ii:-l,  they  were  fortunate 
tnojgh  to  get  into  Rio  Jun^iro  on  the  6th  of  June,  their 
ihips  iruch  d: fabled,  and  the  crews  confiderably  di mi- 
ni fnc  J  bv  ficLnefs  and  death,  induced  bv  the  fcurvv  and 
t:.Xv:e:Ii'.t  fatigue:  ihcy  were  aiUTwards,  however,  for- 
tiJiute  i:vji;gh  lo  reach  KutiJansi  *  without  experiencing 
iLi:\  U'.y.'.l^r  av.\ie.ir.t.  Tlie  r::.t  particular  mention  we 
i: : :  J.  i : : .. *.: ^  o  f  t  f : '.  >  c  -  r«  t  0 : ::  i  r. ,  ^ :  tc :  his  f o  rt i; r.atc  re tu m ,  is 
li  i >  .;  ^^  ?  :  • : :r.t  1 1 ,  : ; '.  : "'  c  :r.  o :: t h  of  Oclobe  r  i  "43 ,  to  be 
Carr^.!]  of  th;.  Ha:r.:v::;:f,  a  :o;:rth  rate  of  nftv  s;uns.  He 
%\  u >  i  J .  n  a:  t  j  r  w  j. r .:  >  1.  ^i  ^ :  ^  J.  t  "♦  t  ^ c  N  led ite  rrane  an ,  where 
wj  *:■.»>:  h.:::,  in  ihe  r:o- .::  . :'  l-::^:-rv  i"4.>,  one  of  the 
c^•l:^:  iv.art.a*:  .:;il:v.b'.tv:  cii  bo-rJ.  t.'.e  Tc:?jy,  at  Mahon, 
tor  :'-;r  ri::v  Ic  or"  iX.r.v.Li.i-g  ■.:-..*  Ci-nduck  cf  captain 
Ric'-uiv".  N\';..>.  W,.  CO  no:  oi/co'. >r  any  other  notice 
t a ki ::  0 :  I'  i  :r.  t ;  1 ;  t : : j  :v  ^^ : :  t h  / :  M ay  I "  5  5 .  when  he  was 
Uf^ ;,"  : :;  \ ,:  c .:  ' :  .1  :\  o :  :  ■ . ,  T : : J : :: : ,  a <  ~  ^^  \\  as  kx^n  after- 
^  .■:»>   o:    :'.  .    K. ..";;...     Ih    ^.1  :\:\   '.:r.^   retain   this 

v.. .-...■ 1    ab-.v*  .^...^««    •    «..•  «    >   .^»<   ^^    ^a.*«   i[.  k> . w  le,'!^ 

lov."^  .i-ar.      I.*.  :'-;  :"o::h  c:   M./.  ::■  v  js  ad\anced  to 

t  '•.»■■,■■—            ^N*             .-.-l^                     .,.  •  ■■.»■  •«  «....»,   .^.«         til.  t»   ■• 

..«     .J.'\.\..     .v^ ..       X..  V.      .^..i.  a.  C\l   • ,  L  k  •         J^  y 

•  Thtfv  filled  i.otr.  Ric  Ja=»*iro  :\>r  ikrb^J.vs,  »h;:T  t2<v  ^mrcd 


KAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.  5J 

he  fuccccded  to  the  title  of  lord  Elibank.     He  himfelf 
^icd^  at  Ballinerig  in  Scotland,  on  the  nth  of  November 

1785. 

N" ORRIS,  Harry,  —  was  the  youngeft  fon  of  admiral 
^'    John  Norris.     He  was  promoted,  on  the  26th  of 
September  1740,  to  be  captain  of  the  Riiifel :  other  ac-^ 
counts  however  affert,  th^t  his  lirll  appointment  was  to  a 
frigate,  of  twenty  gims.     We  find  no  other  mention 
made  of  him  till  the  month  of  March  1743,  when  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Jerfey,a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns.     No 
particular  or  interciiing  circumdance  is  recorded  of  him 
dujring  the  time  he  held  this  command,  in  which  he  in- 
deed, at  fartheft,  continued  only  till  the  end  of  the  year 
17-4-4.    He  was  then  advanced  to  the  Prince  Frederic,  a 
third  rate  of  feventy  guns,  employed,  during  the  enfu- 
ing      year,     on   the    home  llation,     where,    notwith- 
iianding   the  rebellion  had,    at   the    indigation   of  tho 
French  court,  taken  place  in  Scotland,  very  few  occur- 
rences of  note  took  place  in  the  department  of  naval 
^r,  fo  that  we  find  no  notice  taken  of  him,  except 
lus  having  been  a  member  of  the  court-martial  held  for 
the  trial  of  commodore  Griffin  and  the  captains  under  his 
conrimand,  on  the  31ft  of  January.      In  the  month  of 
February  1746,  he  was  ordered,  with  fome  other  f^ipSy 
to  cruife  at  the  entrance  of  the  Channel,  where  he  had 
the  ;good  fortune  to  capture,  after  a  long  chace,  a  large 
French  privateer  belonging   to  St.   Maioe's,  mounting 
twenty-two  guns.     He  retained  the  fame  command  till 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  and  being  at  that  time  in  the 
Frince  Frederic,  was  one  of  the  commanders,  under  the 
Of  Jersof  the  admirals  Anfon  and  Warren,  at  the  defeat  of 
the  French  fleet  off  Cape  Finifterre. 

Nothing    farther   is   faid   of  this  gentleman   till  the 

^Onth  of  March  1755,  when  he  commanded  the  Yar- 

tJ^outh,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  fitted  at  Chat<« 

n*tti  in  confeqiience  of  the  expeSed  rupture  with  France. 

♦  his  fliip  was  one  of  thofc  which  were  fent,  under  the 

C^^mand  of  Mr.  Holburne,  to  North  America,  for  the 

P^rpofe  of  reinforcing  Mr.  Bofcawen,  in  the  month  of 

May.     Captain  Norris  accompanied  him,  continuing  ia 

the  Yarmouth  till   he  was  promoted  to  a  flag.     This 

^vancement  took  place  in  June  1756,  to  be  rear-admiral 

tftbpwhitejas  moreover,  on  the  3ilt  of  January  1758,  to  be 
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rear  of  th*?  red ;  and,  on  ih*  f4?h  of  Fcbniary  1759,  to. 
be  rice-adfnira!  of  the  white :  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  highest  rank  he  ever  attained.  Though  very  ht^ly 
2nd  defer/cdiT  eftectred  by  men  of  a!!  ranks,  he  was  not, 
"wc  believe,  ever  employed,  as  a  flag  officer,  in  acltve  fer- 
vice,  except  dcring  a  part  of  the  year  1756,  when  he  was 
one  of  the  admirals  commanding  the  fleet  flationed  off 
Brcft  ♦.  He  did  not  long  fur^  ive  the  conclnfion  of  the 
peace  in  1763,  dying,  uiiich  regretted,  on  the  13th  of 
June  1764. 

OSSORNE,  Peter, — was  the  brother  of  admiral 
Henry  Ofbome,  of  whom  we  have  already  given  fomc 
account.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1739  this  gentleman 
was  lieutenant  of  the  Affiftance  ;  from  thence  he  was,  on 
the  28th  of  July  1740,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
fame  (hip.  He  was,  in  the  enfuing  month  removed  into 
the  Diamond  frigate  as  fucceffor  to  captain  Knowles,  and 
cut  of  that  (hip  was,  in  the  month  of  Seotember,  made 
captain  of  the  Sali(hurv.  He  was  very  loon  afterwards 
ordered  to  Cork,  and  from  thence  to  the  Mediterranean, 
where  he  continued  fevcral  years  ferving  progreffively 
under  the  admirals  Haddock  and  Mathews.  Vvc  find, 
however,  no  other  particular  mention  made  of  him,  ex- 
cept his  having  been  left,  by  commodore  Martin,  in  the 
month  of  September  1742,  toi^eiher  %\ith  the  captains 
Weft  and  Balchen,  for  the  pi  ^leclion  of  the  port  of 
l»eghorn.  After  his  return  to  Englund,  and  the  conclu- 
ffon  of  the  war,  he  waf,  in  the  year  1750,  appointed  one 
of  the  captains  in  the  Grcen^^ich-hofpital,  a  Ration  he 
confequently  retained  till  his  death,  an  event  that  happened 
on  the  24th  of  February  1754. 

PETT,  Robert, — a  dcfcencbnt  of  fir  Phineas  Pett,  was, 
on  the  15th  of  July,  promoted  from  the  flation  of  lieute-' 
^ant,  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridgcwater,  of  twenty  guns. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  current,  and  a  part  of  the 
enfuing  year,  this  fliip  was  ftationcd  as  a  cruifer  in  the 
German  Ocean  :  from  the  above  (hip  he  was  promoted  to 
the  Diamond,  of  forty  guns.     Wc  hear  nothing  farther 


*  He  was,  in  the  month  of  December  following,  one  of  the  mem^ 
\ftn  of  the  coiut-nartial  convened  for  the  uial  of  Mr.  Byng. 
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concerning  him  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1744,  when 
we  find  him  captain  of  the  Princefla,  of  feventy  guns,  and 
ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  with  one  or  two  other 
(hips,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  fleet  under  Mr.  Mathews. 
He  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  good  conduS  in  the 
encounter  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon ; 
but  no  other  mention,  except  his  having  been  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial,  aflembled  at  Port  Mahon, 
for  the  trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris,  is  made  of  him  in 
the  fervice,  except  that,  in  the  month  of  February  1 753, 
he  commanded  the  Invincible  of  feventy-four  guns,  a 
guard-fhip  at  Portfmouth :  he  retired  from  it  altogether 
in  the  year  1755,  being  appointed  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  viftualling-office.  He  retained  this  flation 
till  the  year  1776;  and  then,  being  far  advanced  in  years, 
retired  from  all  public  employment  on  a  penfion  01 
fuperannuation.  He  furvived  but  a  very  fnort  time^ 
dymg  on  the  19th  of  OiSober  in  the  year  laft-mentioned, 
PEYTON,  Edward, — was,  on  the  4th  of  April  1740, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate*.  He  was 
pot  long  afterwards  removed  into  the  Kcnnington,  a  fliip 
of  the  fame  force  as  the  preceding.  During  the  early 
part  of  his  time  of  fervice  in  that  command  he  was  prin- 
cipally employed  in  convoying  the  trade  to  and  from 
Lifbon.  He  was  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterra-» 
nean,  where  he  continued  fome  time ;  and  on  his  return 
to  England  was  promoted  to  the  Medway,  of  fixty  guns^ 
one  of  the  fmall  fquadron  fcnt  to  the  Eall  Indies,  in  the 
month  of  May  1744,  under  commodore  Barnet.  In  a 
few  days  after  the  ihips  (ailed  from  the  ifland  of  Mada* 
gafcar,  where  they  had  put  in  for  a  fupply  of  water  and 
provifions,  captain  Peyton  in  the  Medway,  together  with 
captain  Moore  in  the  Diamond  frigate,  of  twenty  guns» 
parted  company  from  the  commodore,  and  proceeded  to 
the  ftreights  of  Malacca.  In  their  way  thither  they  put 
into  the  port  of  Achin,  where  they  captured  a  ftout  French 
privateer,  fitted  out  purpofely  to  cruife  in  the  Chinefa 


*  During  the  time  he  held  this  command  he  was  principally  cm* 
ployed  as  a  cruifer;  in  which  employment  we  do  not  find  him  parti* 
cularly  mentioned,  except  as  the  captor  of  the  Potencia,  a  Spaniffai 
privateer,  of  twelve  guns  and  eighty-eight  meo,  which  he  carried  inia 
Qi^ralur. 
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feas  ;  and  fortune  ftill  favouring  them  in  their  pafTage  thro^ 
the  Streights,  made  prize  of  a  French  merchant  (hip 
from  Manilla,  of  confiderable  value.  Mr.  Peyton  pro- 
ceeded foon  after  this  fuccefs  to  Batavia,  which  was  the 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  whole  force. 

On  the  death  of  commodore  Barnet,  a  melancholy 
event  which  took  place  on  the  29th  of  April  1746,  the 
chief  command  devolved  on  Mr.  Peyton,  as  the  fenior 
captain  on  that  ftation;  an  honour  which  he  had  not  long 
enjoyed,  when,  on  the  25th  of  June  following  he  fell  in 
with  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  co.Timand  of  Mr. 
Bourdonnais.  This  tranfaftion  having  made  confiderable 
hoife,  we  (hall  be  fomewhat  particular  in  our  account  of 
it,  and  the  more  fo  bccaufe  the  Eaft  India  company  ap- 
pear to  have  propagated,  with  no  fmall  degree  of  induftry, 
a  report  highly  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  a  brave  and 
•worthy  man.  The  official  account,  publifhed  by  govern- 
ment, is  plain,  fair,  and  concifc.  It  ftates  fimply,  that 
the  Englifh  fquadron,  confiding  of  the  Medway,  of  fixty 
^uns,  captain  Peyton;  the  Prefton,  of  (ifty  guns,  lord 
Northefk ;  the  Harwich,  of  (ifty  guns,  captain 
Carteret ;  the  Winchefter,  of  fifty  guns,  lord  Thomas 
Bertie;  the  Medway 's  Prize,  of  forty  guns,  captain 
Griffith  ;  and  the  Lively,  of  twenty  guns,  commanded  by 
captain  Stevens,  fell  in  with  the  French  commodore,  who 
liad  his  diftinguifliing  pendant  on  board  the  Achilles,  of 
fcventy-four  guns;  the  Dnke  of  Orleans  and  the  Bourbon, 
of  fifiy-fix;  the  Phoenix,  Neptune,  and  St.  Louis,  of 
forty-four;  the  Lys,  of  forty;  the  Infulaire,  and  another 
ihip,  name  unknown,  of  twenty  guns  each.*  The 
French,  fays  the  account,  put  back  to  Pondichcrry,  having 
fufFcrcd  much  in  men  and  rigging  :  the  Engl JJh  men  of  war 
clfowcre  much  damaged y  and  the  Medway  got  into  Crankanelia 
fo  reft,  being  very  leaky. 

It  is  evident  from  this  flatement,  which  is  taken  from 
the  bcft  authorities  we  have  been  able  to  procure,  that' 
the  French  were,  at  leaft,  one-fourth  fuperior  in  point  of 
force,  the  number  of  guns  in  their  fquadron  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight;  while  that  under  Mr. 
Peyton  carried  only  two  hundred  and  feventy;  fo. 
that  the  complete  defeat  of  the  latter  could  not  fairly  have, 
rcflcdlcd  any  difgrace  on|him.  Neverthelefs,  if  any  credit 
is  to  be  given  to  that  account  which,  publifhed  by  thofo 
'       .  who 
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vrlio  have  the  bed  opportunity  of  afcertaining,  and  be^ 

coming  maftcrs  of  the  truth,  is  confcquently  deemed  the 

mofl  authentic  of  any  exiding,    Mr.  Bourdonnais  wa^ 

a£tually  difcomfited  in  the  engagement  and  retired.     The 

direSors  of  the  Eaft  India  company  were  much  diiratisfied 

with  this  tranfadlion  in  the  firll  paroxyfms  of  their  dif- 

appointmcnt  at  not  haying  fo  fuperior  a  force  completely 

annihilated,  they  were  driven  almoft  to  defperation  by  the 

fear  of  having  their  property  and  poflTeffions  plundered  by 

a  mercrlefs  enemy.     At  the  fame  time  not  daring,  or  not 

honeft  enough  to  blame  the  true  authors  of  the  misfor- 

^ne,  had  it  really  befallen  them;  transferring  from  ad- 

minillration  at  home  all  the  blame  of  not  having  fent  from 

Europe  a  fufficient  force  to  proteft  their  wealth,  and 

pnjultly   finking   the   delinquency,    or   miferable  oeco- 

fioniy  of  their  own  fervants,  in  not  having  equipped 

«ll  the  force  in  their  power  and  put  it  under  the  command 

of  Mr.  Peyton,  the  better  to  have  enabled  him  to  counter- 

«ft  that  of  the  French  Eaft  India  company y  which  had  joined 

the  French  kings  commodore ;  they  vented  at  once  their 

(pleen  and  their  fears  in  the  following  illiberal  and  far- 

<^ic  account  of  the  tranfadlion  alluded  to.    Frequent  in- 

fancesof  the  fame  kind  of  unjuft  treatment,  (hewn  by 

corporate  bodies,  to  the  brayeft  and  moft  worthy  men^ 

occur  in  the  Englifh  hiftory. 

**  July  the  25th,  at  day  break,  his  majefty's  fquadron 
inNegapatam.road,  made  fignal  for  feveral  Ihips  in  the 
offing,  to  which  they  went  out,  and  found  them  to  be 
wnc  French  (hips:  the  wind  being  light  they  could  not  get 
wp  with  each  other  till  half  pad  four. in  the  evening,  at 
which  time  the  engagement  began,  and  lafted  till  about 
fe\'cn,  when  it  grew  dark.  The  two  fquadrons  conti- 
nued near  one  another  all  the  next  day.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon  captain  Peyton  fummoned  a  council  of  war, 
vhere  it  was  agreed  not  to  engage  the  enemy,  but  to  pro- 
ceed to  Trincomale  bay,  as  the  French  did  for  Pondicherry, 
^  arrived  there  on  the  27th  :  fourteen  were  killed  and 
fwty-fix  wounded  in  the  Englifh  fquadron,  The  French 
Jjuiiron  confided  of  the  Achilles,  a  feventy-gun  fliip;  fix 
foinpany*s  (hips,  and  two  country  (hips. 

"  Captain  Peyton  kept  the  fquadron  at  Trincomale 
^  the  beginning  of  Aiigufl,  when  he  came  on  the  coaft, 
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and  on  the  6th  appeared  off  Negapatam.  The  Frencli 
fquadron,  confifting  of  eight  fhips  (one  being  gone  to 
Bengal,  and  fincc  lod  in  that  rircr  with  two  hundred  and 
eighty  Europeans)  weighed  from  Pondicherry,  July  24^ 
for  the  foulhward,  and  Hood  out  lo  meet  the  Englifli 
fquadron,  which  (lood  to  tlie  fouthward  from  them,  and 
the  French  then  rcturncci.  The  7th  of  Auguft  both  foua- 
drons  did  the  fame  ;  as  likcwifc  on  the  8th  and  9th.  The 
10th  the  Englifh  difappearcd;  on  which  the  French  re- 
turned, and  on  the  13th  anchored  in  Pondicherry  road. 

•*  The  17th  the  eight  fliips  weighed  for  Madrafs  road,, 
"where  they  arrived  the  i8ih,  and  fired  on  the  fhipPrinccfs 
Mary,  which  was  returned  from  the  i"hip  and  from  the 
fort.  Each  (liip  gave  a  broadfide  as  llie  ftcfed  to  the 
northward,  and  another  as  (he  returned,  and  then  flood 
lo  the  fouthward  again.  We  arc  fmce  informed  the 
French  had  two  motives  for  this  expedition ;  one  was  to 
make  a  plea  with  the  coimtry  government  that  the  Englifli 
committed  the  firft  hoflilities  afliorc;  the  other  to  fee  if 
captain  Peyton  would  come  to  our  afliilance  or  not. 

•*  The  25th  captain  Peyton,  with  the  fquadron,  flood 
into  PuUicat  road,  where  he  fcnt  his  lieutenant,  Mr# 
Weymcfs,  on  board  a  velTel  in  the  road.  He  was  there 
told  of  all  the  circumflances  of  their  attacking  the  fhip 
Princcfs  Mary,  and  of  their  then  being  between  Madrais 
and  Pondicherry.  On  this  captain  Pc}t()n  difappcared 
and  has  never  been  heard  of,  or  from,  bv  any  of  the 
Englifh,  though  there  has  been  no  coll,  or  pains,  fpared 
for  that  piirpofc,  as  may  eafily  be  imagined  from  the 
iince  melancholy  fituati(^n  of  affairs  on  tlie  coafl.  The 
laft  letter  received  from  any  one  belonging  to  the  fqua* 
dron,  was  from  captain  Peyton,  to  governor  Morfe,  dated 
Auguft  4,  when  he  was  juft  come  out  refuted. 

*'  This  unhappy  condinSl  of  his  fo  animated  the  French 
that  they  determined  on  attacking  Fort  St.  George.  We 
call  it  unhappy,  becaufe  it  has  truly  proved  fo  in  its 
confequence;  though  what  reafons  captain  Peyton  may 
have  had  for  this  proceeding  we  know  not." 

Mr.  Campbell  is  ungenerous  and  prejudiced  enough  to 
join  in  the  outcry,  and  remarks,  **  that  although  Mr. 
Peyton  called  a  council  of  war,  and  that  determined  as^ 
councils  generally  do,  not  to  fight  j  yet,  when  a  com- 
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mmdcT-m-chtef,  invcflcd  with  full  power  to  a€t  by  his 
folc  audiority,  <^ls  a  council  of  war,  it  creates  a  Itrong 
fufpicion  that  he  wants  to  divide  the  blame  of  an  unju^ 
lifiableadion,"  He  is  afterwards  particularly,  and  rather 
indecently  farcaflic  on  the  man  whoprefutnes  totakcfuch 
iDururcE,  in  collefling  the  general  opinion  of  thofeunder 
M*  command  :  but  however  produdlive  fuch  counfels 
may*  ofi  fome  f  cw  occafions,  havebcen,  of  events  finking 
bdo^w  the  public  hope,  yet,  confidering  their  gcncm 
inility,  we  cannot  but  mofl  pointedly  diilent  from  the 
)M  ofanyimproprietyincORVCntngthem,on  alloccafionst 
like  that  now  before  us,  where  there  cxifts  even  a  doubt 
offuccefs. 

No  particular  occurrence  took  place  after  the  above 
time  tin  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Griffin,  who  fuperceded  com- 
■sodore  Peyton  and  treated  him  with  that  afperity  and 
cnielty  which  frequently  attends  the  workings  of  a  nar- 
low  and  imbecile  mind.     He  confined  Mr.  Peyton  in  the 
Doft   degrading   and    infulting    manner,    fending  him 
home  immediately  afterwards  loaded  with  eveir  rcttraint, 
and   ignominious    treatment,     that    could    have    been 
Wlowed  on  a  real  delinquent  of  the  blackeft  kind.    Mr. 
Feyton  on  his  arrival  in  England,  difpelled,  by  his  pre- 
face, the  invidious douds  of  envy,  malice,  and  prejudice, 
Vhich  had  been  raifcd  againft  him  during  his  abfence; 
the  loudeft  of  his  enemies  became  filcnt;  and  the  Eaft 
Indij  company,  hardened  as  they  were,  even  at  lliat  day, 
in  the  op  pre  (fi  on  of  all  who,  they  thought,  had  not  cou- 
rage, or  power,  fufficient  to  refilt  ihtm,  dared  not  to  ereft 
iticir  former  pafTionate  and  violent  obloquy  into  any  thing 
likeachaige  of  mifcondufl ;  in  ihort,  he  was  accufed  by 
■  fliadow  only,  no  one  venturing  to  ftand  forth  and  prefer 
Wiy  thing  like  a  fpecific  charge,     Mr.  Peyton,  not  im- 
pfobibly  opprdied  with  grief  and  indignation  at  the  treat- 
ftnt  he  had  experienced,  did  not  long  furvive  his  return^ 
^yinconihe  4th  of  April  1749. 

Tnofe  who  do  not  encourage  the  fmalleft  fhadow  of 

"ftrQkian;  thofc  who  are  the  greatefi  difbelievers  of 

^^itftntial  retribution,  can  fcarccly  reflefl  on  the  fore- 

*%  tranfaaion,  and  the   fcquel  of  Mr.  Griffin's  life, 

j^'wK't  admiiiing  that  fomcthing  more  interefling  than 

-*  common  courfc  of  events,  marks  the  conduft  and- 

c  latter.   In  all  the  authoritative  pride  aod  info- 
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Icnce  o{  fiiperior  commanil,  he  was  bafe  enough  to 
lyrraiinize  over  an  innoctnt  man,  with  whofe  gtiilt,  fup- 
pofing  ihat  really  to  have  been  the  cafv,  humanity  ought 
to  have  fympalhirL-d  as  an  undone  and  unfiiitunatc  fellow 
crcaiiire.  It  Is  CLr.^iii.ly  the  pan  of  a  noble  mind  to  fhed 
a  tear  of  pity  at  the  tia.e  it  bracdillus  the  fword  of  jullice  ; 
but  the  power  evcii  of  Ic.mI  pi:niihment  becomes  tyranny 
ill  its  molldcpraviJ  aiid  hcrViJ  form,  when  that  punifli- 
mtnt  is  aggrjv^ied  by  w:ir.T,  !i  ir.fuli.  It  is  not  effaced 
from  our  rt.'col!e>:li>-n  ihat  Mr.  C>ri:!:n,  after  an  inglorious 
command  on  the  I'^ai^  rtLition,  fell  under  a  irhargc  of  s 
fimilar  nature  to  that  which  had  been  haf:ily  and  injuri- 
cuily  aJiaiXi^d  at:j:ir.l  Mr.  I'tyton.  There  is  this  dif- 
fereiKe,  howcv.;r.  in  i!',;r  faics ;  the  charge  againfl  the 
kitcr  WM  n^ver  fui'r:.:ntiji£d,  ar.J  the  b::fv  imputa- 
tion of  improprieiy  mi;;;':  :;o',  a  !:::lc  co:-.:r:b^te  to  thortea 
that  ;i:c  which  it  h;d  ren.kred  n-.;f-.-ilie;  while  Mr. 
Gii!?r.,  again.l  whom  the  fame  "as  fiirlv  pt:r!ued,  both 
to  conviiflion  and  pi;r.:;h!nfn;,  b.TC  up  a^ii;..-  the  cen- 
f::re  of  his  ivv:r.:ryn:.r.  :i7.i  bravti  :he:r  inii^-au.in  w  i:h 
tl:eili2d.e:t  ar.d  nv;l  .Urr.  (rTrcr.:;:/ :  h;  fo::^hT  nz:  even 
1:1  ri:::e:;:er.:  !o  i>rJ>r  !,is  ii;:"i,rii:e  iifs  r.Tr.er.bcrcd,  by 
Kr;;c\:;ii;  i'iir.iMi  i;::v.  :.—  ri,b!;c  :":J-.:;  but  ch^fc  rather 
ii'  !;.'..■:■.;.:  :i.';r.)  cc:„:;;\:;j  ■.mi  cc;.'J  bi  : r^jrofed or.  him, 
ard  i":;r  ■.:•'.?  :;-e  r.ui;.;:;*  . :'  ;:v  c;r- .  f.r  ■>.:  piirpofe 

i'^:i^crc.-:::V^--v.:r  '^!;  :"  V'r"'^  T:  "v  h"V  rbt-l^  by 
;.:■■.  .  .'-.r  -.v.;:?  ■.'.•..-.■.:  i  ,■  -.":.:;  \  ;.-i  .:•.■.-:  _r!e  piirluit  of 
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"^CH  hear  any  thing  farther  of  him  till  the  beginning  of  tlifc 

"Sear  1744,  when  he  commanded  the  Diamond,  a  fifth 

^5ite,  attached  to  the  fleet  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean 

^nder  the  chief  command  of  admiral  Mathews.     He  wa^ 

*^n  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Dunkirk,  of  fixty  gnns, 

^hich  he  commanded  in  the  encounter  with  the  French 

'^dSpanifh  fleets  ofl^  Toulon,     He  was  ftationed  to  lead 

Mr.  Leftock's  divifion,    and   unfortunately  incurred  the 

^cnfure  of  that  gentleman,  who  was  hJiriSf  an  ohjerver  of 

^i/ciplinej  that,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  queries  fent  him  by 

^^iral  Mathews  relative  to  his  own  conduct,  he  makes 

•nc  following  harfli  mention  of  captain  Purvis. 

**  Thofe  ihips  of  my  divifion  which  were  ahead  of  me 
^'^  the  Dimkirk  and  Cambridge,  both  which  ftiips 
<^ould  have  made  more  fail,  but  they  kept  to  windward  of 
^ir  ftation,  particularly  the  Dunkirk.  Though  there 
^as  but  little  wind,  with  a  fwell,  yet  as  they  failed  well 
*f  .^^as  my  opinion  they  might  have  flopped  thofe  four 
^*ps  of  the  enemy  until  I  and  my  divifion  got  up; 
wierefofe  I  fired  a  (not  to  windward  of  them,  and  at  the 
■^riic  time  made  the  captain  of  the  Dunkirk's  fignalj,  but 
*o  nopurpofe." 

How  far  this  charge  was  jiift  wc  cannot  take  upon  Mt 
^^  decide,  but  wc  believe  it  may  well  be  admitted, 
^'^thout  the  fmalleft  partiality  to  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
J^n,  that  this  cliarge  was  at  leaft  exaggerated.  One  of 
*j*^  points  objedled  again  ft  Mr.  Leftock,  by  admiral 
•ylathews,  was,  "  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  moft 
*<^andalous  breach  of  truft,  by  fending  his  own  captain  to 
^^ptain  Purvis,  at  that  time  under  confinement  in  order 
^o  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  miftjehaviour,  with 
'"'ftru^isns  tv  captain  Purvis  how  to  conduff  himfelf  at  the 
^^uri-^martialy  and  that  he  would  do  him  no  harm.'* 

As  to  the  adlual  condu6l  of  captain  Purvis,  it  does  not 
^ppeartohave  beendeemed  very  reprehenfible  by  his  judges, 
though  we  have  not  bten  able  to  collcdl  the  abfolutc 
of  the  decifion  given  by  the  court-martial,  wc  may 
well  prefume  it  to  have  been  extremely  favourable 
captain  Purvis,  who  was  continued  in  his  command, 
and  remained  on  the  *  fame  ftation,  at  Icaft  till  after  the 

♦  The  charge,  far  as  it  related  to  captain  Drummond,  of  the 
CtfB^ji^^^*  wai  thought  fo  nugatory  or  impertinent,  that  no  farther 
ianrcAigUtoo  of  it  appears  to  have  been  €ver  deemed  neceflary. 

com- 
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commencement  of  the  enfuing  year,  he  having  bc6n  af 
that  time  one  of  the  members  of  tl-e  court-martial  con- 
vened for  the  trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris. 

No  other  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman,  except 
that  he  was,  in  the  year  1756,  put  on  the  fuperannuated 
lift  with  the  rank  and  half- pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  and 
died  on  the  15th  of  January  1772. 

RENTONE,  James.  —  Our  information  relative  to 
this  gentleman  commences  with  his  having  fcrvcd 
as  lieutenant,  under  vice-admiral  Vernon,  when  he 
proceeded,  in  1739,  on  the  expedition  againft  Porto  BeUo; 
On  account  of  the  knowledge  he  had  obtained  of  that 
coaft,  he  was  particularly  employed,  in  piloting  and  di- 
refting  the  courfe  of  the  fquadron,  as  well  during  the 
Voyage  as  the  attack  itfelf.  The  ability  he  dif- 
played  on  this  occafion,  and  the  fervices  he  rendered  to 
the  expedition  in  general,  were  thought  fo  highly  of  by 
Mr.  Vernon,  that  immediately  on  the  reduflion  of  the 
place,  he  was  promoted  to  be  commander  of  the  Tri- 
umph, a  Spaniih  fnow  found  in  the  harbour.  He  wasj 
as  an  additional  honour,  chofen,  by  the  admiral,  to  be  the 
bearer  of  his  difpatches  to  England,  which  announced  his 
fuccefs. 

Captain  Reptone  arrived  in  London  on  the  13th  of 
March ;  and  being  prefented  to  the  king,  received  not 
only  a  prefent  of  two  hundred  guineas,  but  a  promife  of 
farther  and  immediate  promotion.  He  was  accordingly, 
on  the  17th  of  April  following,  advanced  to  be  captain  of 
the  Experiment  frigate ;  in  which  Ihip  he  was  immedi- 
ately afterwards  ordered  for  Jamaica  to  join  his  former 
admiral  and  patron,  Mr.  Vernon*.  Not  having  the  com- 
mand of  a  fliip  of  the  line,  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
be  very  particularly  engaged  in  fuch  parts  of  the  attack 
as  depended  merely  on  the  fhips.  In  thofe  independant 
and  fupplementary  fervices,  however,  where  his  genius 
and  particular  fpecies  of  knowledge  and  judgement 
could  be  ferviceable,  he  was  employed,  and  moft  eflenti- 
ally  promoted  the  fuccefs  of  the  naval  operations,  by  the 
information    he    furnilhed   relative   to    the    coalt,    and 


*  Carrying  to  Iilm  information  of  the  armament  that  was  preparing 
for  the  W'  "  ladcr  fir  C»  Hale, 
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ifl5  dt6f€rent  foundings.  After  the  return  of  the  fqua- 
dron  to  Jamaica  captain  Rentone  was  promoted,  by  the 
vice-admiral,  to  command  the  Rippon,  of  fixty  gims, 
which  had  arrived  at  Jamaica  during  his  abfence. 

The  firft  fervice  on  v^hich  this  gentleman  was  ordered^ 

after  he  was  invcfted  with  his  new  command,  was  a  cruife 

to  windward  of  St.  J  ago,  to  which  ftation  he  was  fent, 

by   Mr.  Vernon,  for  the  purpofe  of  reconnoitring  the 

coaft^  and  intercepting  the  Spanifti  trade,  juft  before  he 

hitnfelf  failed  on  the    expedition  againft  the  ifland  of 

Cuba*     No  other  particular  mention  is  made  of  him 

during  his  continuance  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  ht 

remained  ftill  captain  of  the  Rippon,  till  his  return  td 

England  with  fir  C  Ogle,  with  whom  he  arrived  on  the 

2d  of  June  1745.     we  find  him,  on  the  17th  of  tlie 

fame  month,  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 

held  on  board  the  Sandwich,  at  Portfraputh,  for  the  trial 

<rf  captain  Green,  of  the  Lizard  floop :  and  alfo,  in  1746, 

^^e  of  the  court-martial,  convened  at  Deptford,  for  the 

^T>ofc  of  trying  the  admirals,  Mathews  and  Leftock- 

™  ^as,  .not  long  after  this  time,  appointed  captain  of 

tbe  Stafford,  a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns ;  in  which  (hip 

^  find  him,  under  Mr.  Knowles,  at  the  attack  of  Port 

"^is,  on   the  8th  of  March  1748.     This  cnterprize 

^^^ppily  proved  fatal  to  captain  Rentone,   who  was 

*|Ued  even  before  his  (hip  came  to  an  anchor,  a  cannon 

•hot  having  taken  off  his  thigh.     This  is  the  information 

ff^en^in  a  private  letter,  written  in  a  day  or  two  after 

^'^c  adion,  by  an  officer  prefcnt,  and  we  believe  it  to  be 

**riftly  authentic,  though  fome  have  aflTcrtcd  he  did  not 

^ie  of  his  wounds  till  three  days  after  the  adlion. 

THOMPSON,  Brad(haw,  —  in  1739,  as  well  as 
^hc  preceding  year,  was  third  lieutenant  to  admiral 
Nicholas  Haddock,  by  whom  he  was  fent  home  mafter 
of  the  Jofeph  Prize.  On  the  15th  of  July  1740,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Succefs  frigate.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  colledl  any  other  particulars  relative  to  this 

fsntleman,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  the  15th  of 
cbruary  1756. 

*  It  i<  confirmed  by  that  given  in  the  official  account. 

YOUNG, 
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YOUNG,  Benjamin,  —  is  in  the  fame  predicament  j 
the  only  information  we  have  concerning  him  being,  that 
he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Briftol,  on  the  ayth  of 
September  1740,  and  died  fometime  in  the  courfe  of  th6 
year  1754. 


1741. 

ALLEN,  Edward. — This  gentleman  at  the  timehofti- 
Titles  commenced  with  Spain,  in  1739,  was,  as  we  be- 
lieve, lieutenant  of  one  of  the  fhips  employed  in  the  Weft 
indies,  under  vice-admiral  Vernon,  who  promoted  him; 
about  the  end  of  the  year  1740,  to  be  commander  oT  the 
Terrible  bomb-ketch.  On  the  19th  of  May  1741,  he 
advanced  him  dill  farther,  to  be  captain  of  the  Seahorfie 
frigate.  He  remained  in  the  Weft  Indies  after  therelurrl 
of  Mr.  Leftock  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fleet  X6 
England,  but  is  not  particularly  mentioned  till  the  yeat 
1743,  when  he  commanded  the  Greenwich,  a  {hip  em- 
ployed as  a  cruifer  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  where  he  was 
extremely  a6^ive,  and  met  with  fome  fuccefs.  He  re- 
mained on  the  fame  ftation  till  1744,  and  unfortunately 
perifhcd  in  a  dreadful  hurricane,  which  happened* on  xht 
2oth  of  06lober  in  that  year.  The  Greenwich  was  at 
that  time  preparing  to  heave  down  along-fide  of  the 
Lark  hulk,  and  being,  together  with  that  veftel*,  overfet 
by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  immediately  funk  :  captain 
Allen,  his  firft  lieutenant  Mr.  Bettefworth,  and  eighty- 
four  of  the  crew,  were  drowned. 

AYLMER,  Henry  Lord,  —  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
Henry  lord  Aylmer,  and  grandfon  to  that  brave  and  worthy 
admiral  Matthew,  firft  lord  Aylmer,  of  Ealratht.  Having 
entered  early  in  life  into  the  navy,  he,  after  a  regular 
progrellion  through  the  different  fubordinatc  J  ranks,  was 


*  She  torf  away  a  part  of  the  hulk's  broadfide  with  her  hfhion 
ind  ihcn  overfet. 

f  See  \'ol    ii.  p.  35. 

J  In  1733  we  believe  him  to  have  been  lieutenant  of  one  of  the 
Ihips  on  the  AfriciQ  flation,  and  afterwards  of  the  Warwick,  in  1735, 
at  LilboD. 

promoted 
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promoted,  on  Sept.  18, 1741,  to  the  command  of  the  Port 
Klahon  frigate,  as  fuccelTor  to  capt.  Barniley.  He  continued 
in  the  fame  vcflel  a  confiderable  time,  employed  entirely 
as  a  cnilfer.  The  firft  fubfequent  mention  we  find  uiade 
of  him  is  in  May  1742,  when  he  was  concerned  with 
captain  Warren,  of  the  Launceilon,  in  capturing  a  Spaniih 

Erivatcer,  of  eighteen  carriage  and  fwivel  guns  with  one 
undred  and  forty  men,  which  they  broueht  into  Portf- 
mouth.  In  the  month  of  May  1743,  he  fell  in  with  and 
captured,  after  a  running  fight  of  five  hours,  another 
Spanifh  privateer,  with  fixteen  carriage  guns,  and  an  hun- 
dred and  forty- feven  men,  called  the  Santa  Therefa  de 
Jefus,  belonging  to  Saint  Sebaf^ian's.  The  excellence  of 
failing  which  the  enemy's  fhip  poflefled,  prevented  captain 
Aylmer  from  getting  up  till  after  the  chace  and  diflant 
conteft  already  dated:  but  though  the  Spaniard  had  ten 
of  his  people  killed  and  fourteen  defperately  wounded, 
the  injury  luflained  on  board  the  Port  Mahon  amounted 
only  to  one  man  flightly  wounded  in  the  arm. 

In  the  month  of  February  17449  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  preferve  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  a  very  valuable 
fhip  belonging  to  the  Englifh  Eafl  India  company,  from 
being  captured  by  a  Spanifh  privateer,  mounting  forty 
guns,  which  fhe  had  engaged  for  feven  hours.  The 
enemy,  when  the  Port  Mahon  made  her  appearance,  im- 
mediately defifling,  fled,  and,  by  throwing  his  guns  over- 
board, added  to  the  afliftance  derived  from  his  oars,  was 
fortunate  enough  to  efFedt  his  efcape.  In  the  month  of 
May  enfuing  he  had  the  additional  good  fortune  to  cap- 
ture a  very  valuable  French  fhip,  bound  from  Miflifippi 
to  Rochelle,  laden  with  bale  goods  and  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fpecie,  which,  though  mounting  eighteen  car- 
riage guns,  a  force  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Port  Mahon^ 
which  was  only  a  twenty  gun  fhip,  does  not  appear  to 
have  made  any  refiflance.  He  quitted  the  Port  Kfahon 
in  the  enfuing  month,  June  the  4th,  i744>  and  we  do  not 
find  any  mention  made  of  his  having  held  a  fubfequent 
command. 

He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Pierce,  of  the 

province  of  Virginia,  efquire,  and  had  iffue  by  her  one 

datighter,  Anne^  and  a  fon^  Henry,  who  was  his  fucceffor 

Vol.  V.  E  m 
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1  flLitc  ntiil  iItI",  (If  liimrdf  bccnmc  lord  Aylmer,  on 
li.-  .liMili  of  1-i-.  Lithir,  "ti  ilic  i6th  of  June  1754,  and 
i.'i'-illu    -ih-rOclnb-r  1-Mj. 

n\.Ml-l'.  A'.  x:ir;.[ir  ()j;ilvic,  Lord,— llic  fixlh  who 
ni.'n  ,!  |}i..i  iiilr.  w.is  lltf  iii:oml  fon  of  CJeorgc,  fourth 
>r,t  n.iniii;  /M.l  M.  I<!i,  i;;m-lin.Tof  lir  Ji>hn  Lnudcr,  of 

■ 11.111  I'.iil.    i:.-  I'l  ilK(-!i:itors  tif  i!iocolU-ge  of  julticc 

11  S.i",l,;i.i),  ll,:viii!'  I'liirMi  iiiti)  llic  navv,  we  find  him» 
■■'■  I'.'.  \:u\  Wx:t:tuM  ,-i  ihc  r..ulk.w  Ca'ltlc.  He  was, 
;il.!>iiiii\  I  ),  i-.ii,  ['lotniHiHiiobecaptainof  thcHall- 
i!>.  .:,  .{i\(-:.!.n;;  i.»  oil.. T  iu-coiir-ts,  which  we  feclicve  to 
i-  ,-r.  •■■■  .'i.>.  1';  ;'  L-  I  unrf.-o!:  thi-:  is  a  miitake,  pro- 
.i!'l»  .•..  .i:.v!.J  i>\  ;■■,(■  H.i  iinii--  being  a  frigate  then 
:•.  !.  ,  ,;■,  :'  !■  ;-.v;  »{  I.iilrpi-o!.  This  vcflcl  we 
.•':.',  ;,>  V  ^\.-  \-. ,'  1-  ;. •,•!■,!.;■.' V  tiv}voyi';i  as  a  cruifer  in 
'■.,■  k'' ..  ■.  -.:  !'.  \  .;■  V-..\.:\  ;  Vv.;  w;  *nd  ro  particular 
•.:•'..■■■  '.v. .'.  ,•  .:>  \:.iL'-i-.>>  !V.».:s;>  ir.  this  femce 
"!'••■  •'  '.-...•■v  \-^i.  wh?n  h?  cj:p:ured,  off 

■.  ■.;  .  ■■  M  , '.  ■.-..  „:;ir ,'.  v.'iriio.^  T^'Mircr  of  two 


-■i^...:T%2=;ai 
'-."  r-~5..-nthe 
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believe  him  to  have  quitted  not  long  after  his  return^  and  to 
have  repaired  to  Portugal  for  the  recovery  of  his  healthy 
which  was  in  a  declining  ftatc.  This  meafure  was  not, 
however,  attended  with  the  hoped-for  fuccefs,  his  lord- 
fliip  dying,  at  Lifbon,  on  the  2'jt\x  of  September,  1748. 

BARGRAVE,  Charles, —  was  appointed  a  lieutenant 
as  far  back  as  1707,  his  fir  (I  commiflion  bearing  date  on 
the  26th  of  l?ebruary  in  that  year.  Having  continued  in 
the  fame  ftation  till  the  year  1741 ,  he  was  promoted  out  of 
the  Royal  Sovereign,  to  be  captain  of  the  Advice,  of  fifty 
guns,  without  appearing  to  have  paflcd  through  the  inter- 
mediate rank  of  commander  of^  a  floop  of  war*  Thid 
veflcl  is  flated,  in  fome  private  papers,  to  have  been  cm- 
ployed  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation  during  the  courfe  of 
the  current  year;  but  we  conceive  this  information  to  be 
extremely  doubtful.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  this 
officer,  except  a  circumftance  extremely  painful  to  be 
related,  efpecially  of  a  man  who  had  ferved  for  fucb  a 
number  of  years,  previous  to  the  time  of  its  taking  place^ 
with  irreproachable  charaSer.  He  was  difmiifed  not 
only  from  the  above  fhip,  but  from  the  fervice  alfo,  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court-martial,  on  the  24th  of  February 
1741-2.     The  nature  of  his  offence  is  not  known. 

BRETT,  John,  —  was,  foon  after  the  rupture  had 
taken  place  ^th  Spain,  appointed  commander  of  the 
CJrampus  floop  of  war.  From  this  veflel  he  was,  on  the 
25th  of  March  1741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Roebuck,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns.  In  .this  fhip  he 
was,  almoft  immediately  afterwards,  ^ordered  to  the  Me- 
diterranean. He  returned  from  that  flation  in  the  month 
of  May  1742,  bringing  home,  as  a  paiTengerj  admiral 
Haddock,  whofe  ill-flate  of  health  had  compelled  him  to 
quit  his  command :  in  the  month  of  Novemb%^r  following 
he  was  removed  into  the  Anjglefea,  a  fhip  of  the  fame  rate 
as  the  former.  In  this  veflel  he  remained  till  the  month 
of  April  1744,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  command  of 
the  Sunderland,  of  fixty  guns.  No  particular  mention 
is  made  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  employed  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year ;  but  early  in  the  enfuing  he 
was  ordered,  with  captain  Griffin  of  the  Captain,  and 
the  captains  Moflyn  and  Fowke,  of  the  Hampton  Court 
fnd  Dreadnought^  on  a  cruife  off  the  Piench  coafl.  This 

£  a  '    fervic« 
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fervFcc  was  marked  with  that  event  which  has  becit 
already  related  at  length  in  the  lives  ef  the  admira]»> 
Griffin  and  Moftyn  *.  As  to  captain  Brett,  he  was  totally 
exempt  from  partic:ipating,  in  the  ftighteft  degree,  of 
that  obloquy  attached  by  many,  though  perhaps  iinde- 
fervcdly,  to  the  charafters  of  thofc  gentlemen,  having 
been  prevented  from  joming  in  the  purfuit,  by  the  lofs  of 
his  main>top--ma(t,  foon  after  it  had  commenced. 
HonoDrably  acquitted  by  the  court-martial  convened  for 
the  purpofe  of  invcfligating  the  condu£t  of  all  the  captains 
prefcnt,  he  was  ordered  immediately  afterwards,  together 
with  capt.Geary,oftheChc{ler,tocrnife  in  foundings  ;and 
in  February,  captured,  after  a  chace  of  eight  hours,  a  fmalt 
French  frigate,  bound  from  MiflifTippi  to  Rochfort,  hav- 
ing on  board  feveral  paffengers  of  rank,  a  valuable 
cargo  of  indigo  and  other  commodities,  with  24,00a 
pieces  of  eight  in  fpecie. 

Captain  ^rett  was,  foon  after  his  return  into  port. 
Ordered  to  Louifburg,  with  fbme  other  (hips  of  war,  for 
the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  commodore  Warren^  who  was 
then  a£lually  engaged  in  the  attack  of  that  important  place. 
He  arrived  fometime  before  the  place  fnrrenttered,  and 
early  enough  to  diftinguifh  hrmfelf  exceedingly,  both  by 
his  fpirit  and  aflivity  in  the  fervicc.  Fromtne  time  of 
his  quitting  the  Sunderland  no  mention  is  made  of  him 
till  the  year  1755,  when  he  commanded  the  Chichefte*^ 
one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  America,  imder  the  command 
of  Mr,  Holburne,  for  the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  Mr. 
Bofcawen.  After  his  return  he  commanded  the  St. 
George,  of  ninety  guns,  for  a  fhort  time;  but  having 
been  very  unwarrantably  omitted  in  the  promotion  of 
iIa£-ofHcers,  which  took  place  in  1756,  he  very  fpiritedly 
lelolved  to 'quit  the  lervice  for  ever,  though  on  his  rc- 
monftrance,  previous  to  his  aftual  declaration  of  this 
refolution,  the  admiralty  board,  afhamed  of  its  conduct  in 
having,  even  for  a  moment,  fet  afrde  a  brave  and  deferv- 
ing  man,  offered  him  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the 
tvhite,  the  fame  which  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  in 
the  ordinary  courie  of  fervicc  if  the  partiality  exerted  in 
the  favour  of  others  had  not  happened. 


•  Vide  Vol.  iv«  yaga 
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His  anfwer  to  this  palliating  propofal  reflefts  on  Wito, 
too  much  honour  to  be  fupprelfed.  **  No  rank  or  ftatioa 
(faid  he)  can  be,  with  honour,  received  by  a  perfon  who 
bas  been  once  thought  unciefcrvifig  or  unintitled  to  il.'I 
It  is  necefFary  to  ftate  briefly  the  caufe  why  a  brave  and 
worthy  man  Ihould  have  been  to  injurioufly  treated;  the 
lord  An  Ton,  at  that  time  firft  commiilioner  pf  the  admi- 
ralty, was,  in  one  particular  point,  perfedly  unfit  for  that 
high  (lation.  He  might  pol&fs  a  iplrit  of  enterprizc^  a 
perfeA  knowledge  of  all  particulars  relative  to  the  marine 
department,  and,  in  ihort,  every  other  Public  virtue  and 
requifite  that  could  grace  the  charadler  of  a  miniftcr:  in 
private  life,  however,  he  wanted  that  impartiality  which, 
we  had  nearly  faid,  is  indifpenfiBly  neccliary  to  conflitute 
an  upright  man.  Perfonal  fricndmip  and  attachment  irc-^ 
quently  interfered  with  his  public  duties,  and  betrayed 
him  into  a£ts  (Irongly  refembling  thofe  of  injufticc. 
Thefe  were,  perhaps,  the  left  excufeable  in  him,  confi- 
dered  in  his  ab(lra£t  chara£ler  of  a  private  frienxl,  becaufe 
thofe  whom  he  patronized  were  men  too  high  in  the 
opinion  of  all  men  to  need  his  afliftance,  and  far  too 
honourable  to  defire  it:  but  the  moil  exalted perfonages 
are  not  exempt  from  trivial  failings,  as  perfeaion  is  ab- 
folutely  incoinpatible  with  the  frailty  of  human  nature. 

As  to  Mn  Brett,  he  continued  ever  afterwards  to  pals 
his  life  in  retirement,  rendered  moft  truly  honourable  by 
the  caufe  of  it,  dying  univcrfally  revered,and  regretted  in  the 
month  of  April  1785. 

BRODERICK,  Thomas.— The  firft  mention  we  find 
made  of  this  gentleman  is  in  the  year  17399  at  which  time 
he  was  third  lieutenant  of  the  Burford,  under  Mr.  Vernon* 
He  diftinguifbed  himfelf  exceedingly  at  the  attack  of 
Porto  Bello,  having  been  the  commander  of  the  party 
which  ftormed  the  lower  battery  of  the  Iron  Fort,  an 
adion  fo  fpirited  that  the  defenders  imagining  no  refift- 
ance  they  could  make  would  be  fufiicient  to  ftem  the 
iorrent  of  the  aifailants,  fled  from  what  they  conceived  a 
certain  deftruftion,  leaving  their  governor  and  a  few 
others  who  efcaped  into  the  upper  part  of  the  fort,  and 
immediately  afterwards  furrendered  at  difcretion* 

Mr.  Vernon,  highly  pleafed  at  fo  confpicuous  and  fer- 
viceablc  a  difplay  of  gallantry,  conceived  no  inconfiderable 

^  3  degree 
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icgrcc  of  attachment  to  this  gentleman,  and  advanced  him 
to  be  commander  of  the  Cumberland  firefliip.  He  at- 
tended the  fleet  on  the  well-known  expedition  againft 
Carthagena,  and  was  there  promoted,  on  the  25th  of 
March  1 741,  to  be  captain  ot  the  Shoreham  frigate,  as 
fucccflbr  to  Mr.  Bofcawen,  who  was  promoted  to  tht 
Prince  Frederic.  In  a  few  days  afterwanls  he  was  one 
of  the  oflSccrs  ordered  to  command  the  boats  on  a 
repetition  of  the  attack  of  the  Barradcra  battery,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  in  part  re-cftabli(hed.  Mr.  Broderick 
behaved  on  the  occafion  we  have  juft  been  relating, 
in  a  manner  by  no  means  derogatory  to  that  reputation  he 
had  before  fo  defervedly  acquired  in  a  fer\'ice  nearly  fimi- 
lar  at  Porto  Bello.  He  afterwards  accompanied  Mr. 
Vernon  on  his  ftill  lefs  fuccefsful  expedition  againft 
Cuba,  and  was  detached  from  thence  to  cniife  off  Cartha- 
gena; in  which  fcrvice  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture 
a  Spanifh  vcffcl,  laden  with  bale  goods  of  confiderable 
value,  and  fpccic  to  the  amount,  it  is  faid,  of  feventy 
thoufand  dollars.  He  was,  after  this  fuccefs,  fent  to 
cruife  off  Cape  Francois  for  the  proteSron  of  the  Britilh 
commerce,  at  that  time  much  incommoded  by  the  mul- 
titude of  Spanifli  privateers  which  infefled  thole  feas.  He 
continued  employed  in  funilar  fervices  till  the  month  of 
Odlobcr  1742,  when  he  was  appointed  to  command  the 
convoy  font,  with  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  to  the  provinces 
of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  for  their  better  proiedlion  againft 
any  defultory  expeditions  that  might  be  undertaken  by  the 
Spaniards. 

No  other  particular  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman 
while  he  continued  in  the  Weft  Indies.  After  his  return 
to  England  he  was,  in  the  month  of  March  1744,  advanced 
to  the  command  of  the  Exeter,  a  fourth  rate  of  lixty  guns, 
mt  that  time  fitting  for  fea  at  Plymouth,  where  that  fhip 
had  been  juft  before  rebuilt.  As  foon  as  equipped  it  was 
fcnt  to  Lifl)on  as  one  of  the  fleet  commanded  by  the  brave 
•nd  unfortunate  admiral  Balchcn  ;  and,  on  its  return  fron> 
thence,  very  narrowly  efcapcd  being  involved  in  the  fame 
unhappv  fate  which  l!cfel  the  much  lamented  commander- 
in«chier.  The  Exeter,  during  that  dreadful  ftorm  which 
ovcttook  the  fleet,  was  in  the  grcateft  extremity  of  dif- 
trefsj  having  toil  both  hex  main  and  mizen  mafts,  and 

being 
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being  thrown  on  her  beam  ends,  fo  that  twelvq  of  the 
lee-guns  were  obliged  to  be  thrown  overboard,  with  the 
greateft  dlfpatch,  to  preferve  her  from  finking.  In  the 
month  of  February  1 745,  he  was  one  of  the  members 
compofmg  the  court-marlial  for  the  trial  of  commodore 
Griffin,  and  the  different  captains  with  him,  a  circum- 
ftance  we  have  before  related  and  referred  to.  In  the 
cnfuing  month  he  was  removed  into  the  Dreadnought,  3 
fliip  of  equal  force  with  the  Exeter,  which  probably  had 
received  fo  much  damage  in  the  preceding  ftorm  as  to  b« 
unfit  for  immediate  fervice. 

We  do  not  find  any  other  memorable  mention  made  of 
this  gentleman  till  the  year  1756*,  when  he  commanded 
the  Prince  George,  a  fecond  rate.  I  n  the  month  of  May  he 
was  appointed  commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  confifting 
of  four  or  five  (hipst,  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  as  a 
reinforcement  to  Mr.  Byng.  He  left  Plymouth  on  the 
30th  of  May,  with  fome  tranfports  full  of  troops  and 
itores  for  Gibraltar,  and  arrived  there,  after  a  fpeedy 
paflTage,  on  the  15th  of  June.  He  was  promoted  at  home 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  in  four  or  five  days  after 
he  left  port,  and  continued  to  ferve  on  the  fame 
ftation  during  a  part  of  the  cnfuing  feafon,  under  fir  Ed- 
ward Hawke,  who  fuperceded  Mr.  Byng  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  after  Mr.  Broderick*s  arrival.  He  returned  to 
England  before  the  conclufion  of  the  year,  in  the  St. 
George,  the  fhip  on  board  which  the  court-martial  was 
afterwards  held  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng,  one  of 
whofe  judges  he  was  confequently  appointed.  In  1757 
he  was  appointed  third  in  command  of  the  fleet  fitted  out 
for -the  purpofe  of  attacking  Rochfort,  the  particulars  of 
which  expedition  have  been  already  given  at  fome  length 
in  the  memoirs  of  his  fupcrior  officers,  fir  Edward  Hawke 
and  fir  Charles  Knowles.  He  hoided  his  flag  on  board 
'  the  Namui,  a  fecond  rate;  but  is  in  no  other  way  men- 
tioned even  in  that  torrent  of  obloquy  which  burft  forth 

on  the  failure  of  the  expedition,   than  as  having  been 
...■■■  ■  .1.1..  .         i 

*  Wc  believe  him,  in  1749,  to  have  commanded  the  Sunderland, 
f  A  letter  from  Plymouth  Oates  this  little  fquadron  to  have  con- 
(iOed  of  the  St.  Georf;e,  the  Naflau,  Hampton-court,  and  Ipfwich :  but 
Mr.  Byng,  in  his  difpatch  informing  of  his  arrival,  dates  Mr.  Bro- 
derick  to  have  brought  out  five  fliips  of  the  line. 

E  4  employed 


r '» 
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employed  in  rcconnoitering  and  founding  the  coaft.  To 
have  been  little  engaged  in  an  unfuccefsful  enierprizc  is 
certainly  the  lead  diladvantagrons  to  the  reputation  of  a 
commander,  and  therefore  on  fuch  occafions  only,  want  of 
employment  is  to  he  particularly  coveted. 

In  1758  Mr,  Brcxlcrick,  who  was  on  the  lad  day  of 
January  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the 
>vhite,  was  appointed  to  fucceed  Mr.  Ofborne  as  com- 
mander-in-chief in  the  Mediterranean.  A  fleet  of  tranf- 
ports  and  merchant-fhips  bound  thither  being  put  under 
liis  convoy,  he  hoilled  his  flag;  on  board  the  Prince  George, 
?nd  failed  the  beginning  of  April.  The  melancholy 
misfortune  which  befel  this  fliip  and  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew,  on  the  13th  of  April,  while  on  their  paifaec  to 
Gibraltar,  is  ftill  recent  enough  to  leave  the  inoft  afflift- 
inc  imprcflion  on  the  minds  of  thofc  who  read  the  dread- 
ful ns^rrative*.     Mr.  Broderij:k  with  the  remnant  of  his 

people, 


•  Wc  have  infcrtcd  fcvcral  letters,  relative  to  this  event,  noiwjth- 
{landing  they  have  made  their  appearance  already  in  many  publica- 
tions; but  we  are  induced  to  it  bccaufc  t)iey  fprin  a  very  auihenue 
aocount  ot'  ^his  highly  lamentaMc  difader. 

'*  From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sharp,  chaplain. 

*<  GUfgow,  off  Lifbon,  Aptil  20. 

M  On  Tburfday  the  13th  inflant,  at  half  an  hour  paA  ope  in  the 
afternoon,  wofd  was  pafTcd  into  the  ward-iooni,  by  the  fcntry,  that  the 
^ore  par^  of  the  (hip,  the  Prince  Qeorgc,  wa»  uii  fire  :  the  lieutenants 
ran  immediately  forward;  and  mylclf,  with  tnany  others,  went  dire£tly 
on  the  quartcr-depk,  when  wc  found  the  whole  (hip's  crew  was 
alarmed;  the  pumps  were  handed  out,  the  engine  and  buckets  carried 
forward,  and  every  immediate  remedy  applied.  The  admiral,  with 
the  lieutenants  on  watch,  kept  the  quarter- deck,  frpm  whence  he  fcnt 
luch  orders  as  He  thought  moll  pKpcdient  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
ihip,  and  the  fouls  in  her.  Captain  Peyton  and  the  lieutenants,  on 
fearch,  found  that  the  (ire  broke  out  ifirft  in  the  boatfwain*s  Dore- 
xoom,  to  which  place  large  quantities  of  ^atcr  were  applied,  but  in 
vain,  for  the  fmoke  was  10  very  gtrat  an^  hot,  that  the  poor  creatures 
could  not  get  near  enough  to  the  flames  for  their  labour  to  have  any 
effefl.  On  thiv  captain  Peyton  ordered  (kattles  to  be  made,  that  the 
water  might  be  poured  in  by  that  means ;  hut  there  hr  was  defeated 
likewife,  for  only  two  carpenters  could  be  found,  and  they  had  no- 
thing to  work  with  for  a  long  time  but  a  hammer  and  a  chifii-i  each^ 
T^he  lower  gun-deck  ports  were  then  opened;  but  the  water  ih^t 
^pwed  in  W(b  not  fufKcieat  to  Aop  the  violence  of  the  flames.    He 

ordered^ 


KAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.        73 

people,  purfued  his  voyage,  on  board  the  Glafgow,  as 
ftatcd  beneath,  to  Gibraltar.     On  his  arrival  there  he 

hoi  (led 

ordered,  likcwife,  the  powder-room  to  be  wetted,  left  the  (hip  flioiitd 
ifflmediateiy  be  blown  up  and  every  foul  pcriOi  in  an  inftanr.  This 
bad  the  defircd  cffed,  and  for  fome  minutes  we  had  glimmeripe 
hopes.  I  men  ion  the  above  particulars  as  I  was  below  niyfclf, 
worked  with  the  men  as  long  as  I  could  f^and  it,  went  up  for  air 
9nd  returned  again  inflantly,  confequently  an  eye  witncfs,  I  can 
declare  them  as  fa£^s.  The  fire  foon  increafed^  and  raged  vio- 
lently aft  on  the  larboard  fide;  and  as  the  de(lru6lion  of  the  (hip  was 
now  found  inevitable,  the  prefervation  of  the  admiral  was  firft  con- 
fulted.  Captain  Peyton  came  on  the  quarterdeck  and  ordered  the 
barge  to  be  manned,  into  which  the  admiral  en:crrd  with  near  forty 
more,  for  now  there  was  no  diftin6lion,  every  man's  life  was  eoualiy 
precious.  The  admiral  finding  the  barge  would  over^fet,  Hnppfd 
himfelf  naked  and  committed  himfclf  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves ;  and 
after  toiling  an  hour,  he  was  at  length  taken  up  by  a  merchant- main's 
boat.  Captain  Peyton  kept  the  quarter-deck  an  hour  after  the  admi- 
ral left  it,  when  he  happily  got  into  a  boat  from  the  Oern  ladder, 
and  was  put  fafe  on  board  the  Alderney  iloop  I  mufl  be  deficient 
even  to  attempt  a  defcription  of  the  melanchuly  fcene  that  was  before 
me;  fhrieking,  cries,  lamentations,  bemoanings,  raving  dcfpair,  and 
even  madnefs  itfelf  prefented  theinfclves.  It  was  now  high  time  to 
ibink  of  taking  care  of  myfelf:  I  looked  from  every  part  of  the  (hip 
for  my  prefervation,  and  foon  faw  three  boats  oflF  the  (Icrn. 
I  went  immediately  to  my  cabbin  and  offered  up  my  prayera 
to  God,  particularly  thanking  him  for  j^iving  me  fuch  rcfolution  and 
compofure  of  mind.  I  then  jumped  into  the  Tea  from  one  of  th& 
jgun-room  ports,  and  fwam  to  a  boat,  which  put  me  fafc  on  board 
the  Alderney  (loop.  There  are  near  three  hundred  people  faved  \ 
and  more  might  have  been  favcd  had  the  merchant-men  be- 
haved like  human  creatures;  but  they  kept  a  lonf;  way  to  windward 
fhe  whole  time,  and,  if  poffible,  to  their  greater  fljame  be  it  fpoken, 
snftead  of  Paving  the  men  that  fwam  to  their  boats,  they  were  employed 
in  taking  up  geefe,  fowls,  tables,  chairs,  and  whatever  elfe  of  the 
kind  came  near  them." 

••  From  Mr.  Parry,  an  officer,  dated  as  above. 

"  About  half  pall  one,  at  noon,  being  in  the  office  adjoining  to  tlie 
^abbin,  I  faw  the  admiral  run  out  with  two  or  three  officers.  On  emjuir* 
ing  the  caufe  I  was  alarmed  with  a  report  of  the  (hip's  being  on  fire  for* 
ward,  and  it  was  believed  in  the  boatfwain*s  fore  (lore  room.  Every 
method  was  taken  to  cxtinguifh  it,  but  the  fmoke  was  fo  violent  no 
perfon  could  get  near  enough  to  find  where  the  fire  was.  About 
half  pail  two  we  made  the  fignal  of  diftrefs ;  but  to  render  our  (jtiia« 
tion  more  wretched  the  fog  came  on  very  thick,  and  the  wind  fre(h- 
ened ;  fo  that  it  was  near  four  before  the  Glafgow  and  Alderney  got  in« 
fclli^encc  of  pur  condition.  They  then  repeated  the  fignal,  Aoifted 

<nit 
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hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  St.  George,  of  ninety  guns, 
and  fcrved  under  Mr.  Ofborne  till  that  gentleman  quitted 
the  ftation,  and  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  July. 


He 


out  their  boats,  and  flood  towards  us:  but  not  knowing  we  had 
taken  care  to  float  oiir  powder,  were  und(?r  fad  apprehenfions  wc 
might  blow  up,  and  therefore  could  no%  confiflent  with  their  own 
fafety,  gi^e  us  the  adiQaiice  our  d^'plorable  condition  rendered  us  fo 
much  in  need  of.  We  attempted  to  fcuttle  the  decks  to  let  (he 
water  on  the  fire,  but  the  people  could  not  fland  a  minute  without 
being  nearly  fufTocated.  About  hnlf  pafl  four  the  fmoke  increafedy 
and  the  llamcs  beg^n  to  break  out.  The  admiral  then  ordered  the  boats 
to  be  hoiflcd  out,  got  the  barge  out,  and  went  off,  promifing  to  bring 
a  (hip  along-fidc  of  us.  I  obl'erved  her  fo  full  that  her  gun-wale  was 
aimodcvcn  with  the  water;  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  faw  her  Hnk  at 
fome  di (lance  a  Hern.  Not  above  three  or  four  were  favcd  out  o( 
Dearly  forty,  among  whom  it  pleafcd  God  to  preferve  the  admiral.  The 
weather  was  now  become  clear,  but  none  ot  the  merchantmeo  would 
come  near  us.  Our  officers  behaved  well,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  people  to  the  pumps  and  drawing  water;  but  they  were  now  be* 
come  quite  ungovernable.  About  a  quarter  before  five  captain  Peyton 
left  the  fliip,  and  promifcd  as  the  admiral,  but  was  not  able  to  accom- 
pli(h  it.  About  five  the  long  boat  was  endeavoured  to  be  got  out,  in 
which  were  near  one  hundred  people;  but  as  they  were  hoiking  ber 
out  one  of  the  tackles  gave  way,  by  which  (he  ovcrfet,  and  aimoft 
every  foul  pciinicd.  \Vc  were  now  rtduccd  to  the  greatefl  diflrefs. 
You  may  have  foine  idea  of  our  mifcrable  condition,  when  I  tell  yoa 
the  (hip  began  be  in  Oames  fore  and  aft,  fpreading  like  flax ;  people 
diOracied,  liot  knowing  what  they  did,  and  jumping  overboard  from 
all  part«,  I  was  i  educed  to.  the  melancholy  choice  of  either  burning 
with  the  (hip,  or  going  overboard.  Very  few  that  could  fwim  were 
taken  up,  and  I  that  could  not  fwim  mufl  have  little  hopes  indeed* 
About  u  quarter  pafl  five  I  went  into  the  admiral's  flern  gallery,  where 
two  y<)uii;T  gentlemen  were  laQiing  two  tables  together  for  a  raft.  I 
;ii{ifled  them.  One  of  them  propofed  to  make  fafl  the  lafliing  to 
the  g.illcry,  and  lower  ourfelves  down  to  the  tables,  then  cutting  the 
lafliing  to  commit  ourfelves  to  the  mercy  of  Providence.  We 
hoifled  over  the  tables,  but  being  badly  laflicd  one  of  them  we  lofl;  as 
foon  as  the  other  was  down,  I  propofed  to  venture  firfl,  which  they 
readily  confented  to.  There  were  about  three  boats  aflern;  this  was 
the  time  or  never:  down  1  went  by  the  rope  ;  but  as  there  was  a  great 
fwell  of  fea  it  was  impoflible  for  any  one  to  follow  me,  and  I  was 
turned  a  diifr.  By  the  cri'?s  of  the  people  from  the  fhip  to  the  boats, 
in  about  live  minutes  I  was  taken  up,  very  near  drowned.** 


715  compliment 
30  paflcngcrs  to  Gibraltar 

745 


s6o  fav^'d 
485  lofl 
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He  then  removed  into  the  Prince,  which  had  been  his 
predeceffor's  flag-ftiip,  and  commanded-in-chicf  in  the 

Meditcr- 


"  From  a  midniipman,  dated  as  above. 

•*  On  Thurfday  the  13th,  about  half  an  hour  part  one  in  the  after* 
poon,  we  were  alarmed  witk  a  cry  of  Hre  in  the  boatfwain*s  fore  Oore- 
room,  which  put  uS  all  into  great  diforder;  and,  it  being  a  very  thick 
fog,  we  could  not  fee  one  fliip  in  the  fleet.  We  kept  taring  guns  of 
diftrcfs,  and  no  (hip  appearing  in  fight  for  an  hour  we  were  »lT  in  the 
greateft  conHernation;  but  the  fog  then  difpelling,  the  Glafgow  hailed 
ux,  to  whom  we  told  our  condition,  and  earncftly  begged  of  them  to 
fave  our  lives. 

"  The  fire  dill  increafing  we  were  obliged  to  hoift  out  our  boati, 
which,  from  ourconfufion,  were  near  three  hours  fixing  to  the  tackles, 
&c.  every  body  being  engaged  in  preparing  to  fave  himfelf.  The 
poop,  ftern,  and  quarter  galleries,  with  the  fides,  were  lined  with  men 
and  boys,  crying  out  in  a  mod  moving  manner  to  be  aflifled.  Pur!ng 
this  time,  out  of  twenty-three  fail  of  (hips  we  had  but  three  boats  to 
our  afliftance,  and  thofe  would  not  come  near  the  (hip  for  fear  of 
being  funk;  the  poor  fellows  continually  Jumping  over^ioard,  great 
numbers  of  whom  were  drowned  in  our  (ight. 

**  We  got  our  boats  out,  which  never  returned  after  going  once. 
By  this  time  the  fire  had  communicated  itfelf  to  the  middle  gun-deck, 
and  nobody  could  go  down  below,  every  pne  expe8ing  his  death  every 
minute,  either  by  fire  or  water,  and  were  taking  leave  of  each  other. 
Soon  after  going  out  of  the  admiral's  cabin  I  faw  the  flames  coming 
out  in  the  hatchway  of  the  upper  gun-deck.  I  returned  immediately 
and  taking  my  leave  of  the  petty  officers  that  were  there,  went  over 
the  flarboard  flern  ladder  to  fave  myfclf  by  fwimming,  when,  thanks 
to  almighty  God,  I  reached  a  boat,  and  was  taken  up. 

"  I  hadjufl  got  clear  of  the  (hip  when  the  flames  became  general, 
and'lhofe  poor  unhappy  wretches,  that  could  not  fwim,  were  obliged 
to  remain  upon  the.  wreck  with  the  fire  falling  down  upon  them. 
Shortly  after  the  m^(is  went  away  and  killed  numbers;  and  thofe  that 
were  not  killed  by  the  mafls  thought  thcmfelves  happy  to  get  upon 
them;  but  the  fliip  rolling  by  rcafon  of  the  great  fea,  the  £re  had 
communicated  itfelf  to  the  guns,  which  i'wept  them  off  the  deck  in 
great  numbers,  they  being  all  loaded  and  (hotted. 

**  Such  a  terrible  fight  the  oldefl  men  in  the  fleet  fay  th^  never 
faw.  Thus  ended  our  unhappy  (hip,  after  burning  fix  hours  «nd  a 
half,  who  had  as  complete  a  crew,  and  was  as  well  manned  as  any 
ihip  that  ever  failed  from  England.'' 


>» 


*'  Letter  from  the  mafler  of  a  merchantman  under  convoy  of 

admiral  Brodcrick. 

•  «  Thurfday  April  13th,  UOiant  bearing  Eafl  60  leagnes  ditbnce, 

at  noon,  1  faw  admiral  firoderick  hoifl  a  fignal  of  diftrefs,  upon  whioh 

4  made  w^at  fail  I  could  and  went  down  to  him.    At  one  in  the 

after- 
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Mediterranean^  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bofcavven  in  the 
cnfuing  fpring.  In  the  month  of  February  1759,  he  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  bhje,  and  continued  as 
iecond  in  command  of  the  fleet  during  the  fummcr.  The 
naval  operations  in  that  parr  of  the  world  were  rendered 
extremely  brilliant  by  the  total  difcomfitureand  defeat  of 
M  Dc  la  Clue  in  the  month  of  Anguft.  Mr.  Broderick 
was  not  able,  we  bclievc>  to  get  up  time. enough  to  have 
much  (hare  in  the  action  itftlf;  but  he  is  particularly 
mentioned^  by  Mr.  Bofcawcn,  as  having,  with  his  divi* 
fion,  burnt  the  Redoubtable,  o|  fe\'enty-four  guns,  and 
captured  the  Modclle  on  the  following  day.  We  do  not 
find  any  mention  made  of  him  in  the  Hue  of  fervice  after 
his  return  to  England ;    nur,   indeed,   is  he  otherwife 


afternoon  I  could  difccrn  the  Prince  George  on  fire:  at  two  we  drew 
pretty  near  her  and  thou/^t  they  might  have  quenched  the  fire :  at 
three  o'clock  I  faw  plainly  it  was  impoflihle.  I  was  within  a  hun- 
dred yards  of  her  ftern,  hat  diuft  not  venture  along  fide,  the  fea  running 
high,  befidc^  rlie  going  off  of  her  guns,  and  danger  of  blowing  np.  At 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  admiral  was  taken  up,  fwimming,  hyamer- 
chant(hip*s  boit,  as  by  this  time  the  (hips  that  had  boats  fent  them  all 
cur,  and  a  good  many  of  ihcm  were  loft,  the  weather  proving  bad.  To- 
wards night  I  was  within  piOoI-fhot,  and  remained  there  fome  lime 
picking  up  four  of  her  crew.  Had  not  two  of  my  men  run 
awav  with  my  boat  the  night  before  wc  failed  from  St.  Helen's,  I  am 
confident  I  could  have  faved  fixty  or  eighty  of  them  at  lead,  as  I  was 
all  the  time  nearer  to  them  than  any  (hip  in  the  fleet,  what  made 
jntr  venture  fo  near  was,  that  1  knew  my  fhtp  went  well,  and  was 
under  good  command  At  fix  what  a  difmal  fight,  the  mafb  and 
fails  all  in  a  bljze;  hundreds  of  fouls  hanging  bv  the  ropes  alongfide; 
1  could  count  fifty  of  them  hanging  over  in  the  flern-laddcr,  others  in 
the  fea  on  oars  and  pieces  of  wood,  a  melancholy  fpe£\ac1e;  befides 
the  difmal  cries  from  the  ftiip,  which  flill  ring  in  my  ears!  At  half  an 
hour  pafl  fix  the  flames  broke  out  at  her  broadfide,  and  in  lefs  than 
five  minutes  every  part  of  her  was  in  flames,  and  fo  continued  till 
feven,  when  Ihe  ovcrfct  but  did  not  fink  :  I  then  ran  within  twenty 
yaids  of  her,  but  my  people  compelled  me  to  go  farther  oflf  for  fear 
of  ftriking  on  the  wreck.  All  1  can  fav  of  it  in  addition  is,  there  never 
vas  a  more  fhocking  fi^ht;  pi  ay  God  I  may  never  fee  the  like  again  : 
It  was  very  grievous  to  me  that  1  could  not  favc  more  of  her  men 
without  running  the  rifk  of  flwrinc  her  fate.  The  i8tb  of  April  the 
Glar;»ow,  a  twenty  gmi  Ihip,  hoincd  the  fignal  for  all  roafters  of 
mt'rchant-nnps  to  cowc  on  board,  where  the  admiral  had  his  flag 
hoiftcd,  to  know  l.ow  many  of  his  pcoole  wc  had  faved  amongl)  us 
and  to  deliver  them  up.  By  the  then  lifl  it  appeared  that  the  admi* 
ral-  captain  Peyton,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  men,  were 
faved.'» 

noticcdi 
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noticed  than  as  having  been,  on  the  22d  of  OAober  1762, 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white.  He  died,  on 
the  ift  of  January  1769,  of  one  of  the  moft  grievous 
maladies  that  affli£b  the  human  race,  a  cancer  in  his 
face. 

CAMPBELL,  William,  —  was,  at  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1740,  commander  of  the  Scipio  fireihip.  He 
was  advanced  from  thence,  on  the  26th  of  April  1741,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Sapphire  frigate,  of  forty  gims.  He 
was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  on  the  Irifh  (lation. 
Ib  the  following  year  a  charge  was  preferred  againft 
him  for  mifcondud  in  leaving  his  (lation  without  orders, 
and  ill-treatment  to  his  officers.  He  was  in  confequence 
brotieht  to  a  court-martial,  and  fentenced  to  be  ditmiiTed 
the  Icrvice,  to  which  he  was  never  again  reftored.  He 
retired  to  Scotland,  his  native  country,  and  died  there  on 
the  27th  of  OSober  1755. 

CHEAP,  David,  —  was  promoted,  by  commodore 
Anfon,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of 
the  Trial  floop  of  war,  on  the  3d  of  November  1740. 
He  was  advanced  by  the  fame  gentleman  to  be  captain  of 
the  Wager  on  the  19th  of  February  1740,  as  fucceflTor 
to  captain  Murray,  who  was  promoted  to  the  Pearl.  The 
diftrefles  encountered  by  the  fquadron  in  its  paifage  round 
Cape  Horn,  have  been  already  related  at  fome  length  in 
the  memoirs  of  Mr.  Anfon :  thefe  were  not  felt  by  any 
(hip  more  feverely  than  by  the  Wager.  Captain  Cheap, 
who,  whatever  trivial  failings  may  be  advanced  againii 
him  by  the  virulence  and  injuftice  of  his  enemies,  muft 
certainly  be  admitted,  by  the  moft  violent  of  them,  to 
have  poifefled  the  ereateft  adivity  and  zeal  for  the  fervice 
of  his  country.  He  was  expofed  in  the  fhip  leaft  capable 
of  any  in  the  fquadron  to  refift  the  violence  of  fuch  a 
continued  and  tremendous  tempeft;  neverthelefs,  pcr- 
feftly  aware  of  the  confequence  the  Wager  was  of  to  the 
expedition,  having  on  board  all  the  ftores,  cannon  and 
ammunition,  neceilary  to  any  land  operation,  he  exerted 
himfelf  to  the  utmoft  to  keep  company  with  the  fquadron, 
though,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  he  was  fo  ill 
as  to  be  almoit  incapable  of  quitting  his  cabin. 

On  the  8th  of  April  the  Wager  loft  her  mizen-maft. 
In  about  ten  days  afterwards  uie  parted  company  with 

the 
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the  commodore^  and  every  (hip  in  the  fquadron.  The 
tempeftuousweatherftillcontinucdwith  unabated  violence  I 
the  ihip  was  reduced  to  a  mere  virreck,  and  the  crew  fo 
debilitated  by  flcknefs  and  the  fcurvy,  that  by  the  begin- 
ning of  May  there  were  fcarcely  twenty  perfons  capable  of 
duty.  To  add»  if  pofTible,  to  their  didrefs,  captain 
Cheap,  on  the  (hip's  tailing  in  with  the  land  on  the  13th 
of  May,  exerting  himfelf  to  work  the  (hip  off  the  fhore, 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  and  diflocate  his  (houlder,  au 
accident  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  keeping  the 
deck,  or  any  Ipngcr  encouraging  the  people  by  his  prefen^e 
and  example.  At  this  time  all  the  crew  capable  of  < 
fcrvicc  amoimted  only  to  twelve  perfons,  officers  included: 
and,  as  it  might  have  been  thought,  to  conclude  at  once 
thoir  fuffcrings,  at  half  part  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th  of  May,  the  (hip  (truck  upon  a  funken  rock: 
from  this  (he  luckily  beat  off,  but  in  a  very  fhort  time 
afterwards  (truck  and  grounded  between  two  imalfiflandSi 
a  fpot  to  which,  as  it  is  elfewhere  with  much  truth 
remarked,  they  were  providentially  driven,  for  the  fafety 
of  their  livcSt  as  few  other  fituations  could  have  been 
found  in  which  the  people  could  have  been  preferved  from 
indant  deftruAion. 

Soon  as  day- light  appeared,  which  was  quickly 
after  the  above  fatal  accident  took  place,  the  boats  were 
launched  over  the  (liip's  fide,  and  the  barge  fent  on  ihore 
for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering  whether  the  place  was  in- 
habited, which  was  quickly  found  not  to  be  the  cafe. 
Happily  for  captain  Cheap,  and  the  miferable  remains  of 
his  unfortunate  though  meritorious  crew,  the  (hip  did  not 
go  to  pieces  for  a  very  confidcrabls  time  after  her  being 
ftrandcd,  fo  that  a  great  quantity  of  provifions  and 
other  necctraries  were  preferved,  without  which  they  muft 
all  have  inevitably  pcriihed.  Immediately  on  the  lofs  of 
the  Ihip,  notwithdanding  the  very  diftrefled  fituation  of 
the  people,  a  fcenc  of  anarchy  and  confufion  took  place 
among  the  crew,  owing  to  an  idea  at  that  time  prevalent, 
that  in  cafes  of  wreck  all  command  ceafed;  nor  could 
regularity  and  order  have  been  reflored  except  by  the 
moii  fpi riled  exertions  of  captain  Cheap  and  feme  few  of 
the  principal  otiiccrs,  who  remained  faithful  and  true  to 
him.      Among  the  chief  and  principal  exciters  of  this 

2  mutiny 
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mutiny  and  difturbance,  was  a  fellow  of  the  name  of 
Cozens,  who,  though  of  a  very  mean  family  in  the  county 
of  Somcrfet,  had,  through  the  intereft  of  fome  friends, 
been  introduced  into  the  naval  fervice  as  a  mid- 
(hipman.  This  perfon  had,  on  many  occafions,  behaved 
not  only  with  the  moft  intolerable  infolcncc  to  the  captain, 
for  which  he  was  at  one  time  very  dcfcrvcdly  put  in  con- 
finement, but  had  actually  endeavoured  to  render  the  fi tu- 
ition of  his  unhappy  fcIlow-fufFcrcrs  (lill  more  defperate 
than  it  naturally  was,  by  embezzling  fome  of  the  ftores 
^ich  were  faved,  and  deflroying  others.  On  the  loth  of 
June,  nearly  a  month  after  the  lofs  of  the  fhip,  one  of 
tbemcn,  on  what  account  is  not  particularly  mention- 
^t  had  his  allowance  of  wine  (topped :  this  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  Cozens,  who  had  for  fome  days  very  im- 
pwlently  taken  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  a  reformer,  he 
immodiately  went  to  the  purfer  and  demanded  the  reafon« 
^t  gentleman  conceiving  the  behaviour  of  Cozens  as 
the  prelude  to  a  mutiny,  dilcharged  a  pidol  at  him,  which 
*5tt  prevented  from  taking  efFed  by  the  cooper  having 
^ted  the  purfer's  elbow  at  the  indant  it  went  c^ 
Captain  Cheap  hearing  the  didurbance,  ran  out  of  liis 
toft  with  a  cocked  piftol,  and,  when  in  the  a6l  of  coming 
out,  being  informed,  by  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  that 
Cozens  was  endeavouring  to  raife  a  mutiny,  he,  perhaps 
with  rather  too  much  precipitation,  difcharging  his  piftol 
at  the  offender,  the  ball  from  which  lodged  in  his  check. 
This  aft,  for  we  know  not  how  to  call  it  accident,  proved 
thccaufe  of  much  fubfequent  mifery  to  the  fcarcely  more 
happy  fiirvivors. 

Cozens  died  on  the  I4lh  day:  and  as  pcrfons  of  his 

charaftcr  fcarcely  fail  of  being  what  is  called  popular 

among  thofe  of  the  lowcil  rank,  fo  did  the  mifcreant*s 

death  rather  encreafc  than  allay  the  ttirbulent  dilfatisfuc- 

tion  of  his  adherents,  who  were  bafc  enough,  without  the 

fmalleft  regard  to  truth,  to  infift  that  the  neglcd  fhewn  to 

him  after  being  wounded,  in  confequence  of  the  captain's 

interference  and  inflncnrc,  was  as  much  the  caufe  of  his 

death  as  the  wound  itfclf.     Captain  Cheap  was  a  man  ot 

confiderable    ability  as  a  ft:aman,   :\^nd  to   his  maritime 

knowlege  added  a  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  country* 

which  it  is  not,  perhaps,  palling  too  great  an  cnconiium 


8o  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  O^ 

on,  to  fay,  it  has  n.ver  been  exceeded.  The  fliip  he 
commanded  was  the  florcfhip  of  the  fquadron;  the  artil- 
lery, ammunition,  and  other  articles  neceflary  for  the  in- 
tended enterprizc  againd  Baldivia  were  on  board  her; 
this  conlideration  induced  the  captain  to  combat  every 
difficulty  and  diilrefs  previous  to  the  lofs  of  the  (hip, 
knowing  well  that,  without  his  jundion  with  the  com- 
modore, the  principal  intention  of  the  expedition  mufl  be 
fruftrated.  The  fame  degree  of  fpirit  induced  him  after- 
wards to  ftrain  every  nerve,  by  his  influence  over  the 
people,  and  by  a  moit  exemplary  difplay  of  his  own  per- 
ibnal  intrepidity,  in  hopes  of  inducing  them  to  attempt 
joining  the  commodore  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fcrnandes, 
the  fecond  rendezvous,  well  knowing  that  a  reinforce- 
ment of  fo  many  men  in  tolerable  health,  which  they 
had  wonderfully  recovered  after  being  put  on  fhore, 
even  in  that  inhofpitable  climate,  muft  be  a  confiderable 
acquifltion  to  a  force  originally  weak,  and  now  much,  a$ 
he  truly  fuppofed,  diminifhed  by  ficknefs* 

The  preliminary  meafure  to  fo  bold  and  enterprifing  an 
undertaking  was  lengthening  the  fhip*s  long  boat,  fo  that 
it  might  be  able  to  convey  thither  the  people,  amounting  in 
number  to  upwards  of  one  hundred,  with  the  provifions 
neceflary  for  their  fupport  during  the  paflage:  but  the 
fatal  accident  we  have  juft  had  occafion  to  recount,  en- 
crcafcd  the  difturbances  among  the  people  to  fuchan  height, 
that  they  at  length  peremptorily  refufcd  to  obey  their  com- 
mander ;  and  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  his  propofal,  de- 
termined on  attempting,  as  foon  as  the  boat  fhould  be  com- 
pleted, to  return  back  through  the  ftreights  of  Magellan. 

A  formal  refolution  to  this  eiFeft  was  entered  into  on 
the  2d  of  Auguft,  and  figned  by  the  gunner,  carpenter, 
mafler,  boatfwain,  many  of  the  petty  officers,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  crew,  fome  engaging  through  aflx;£lion 
to,  and  fome  through  fear  of  the  malcontents.  The  long 
boat  being  completed  in  the  beft  manner  circumftances 
would  admit  of,  was  launched  on  the  1 2th  of  Oftober,  at 
day  light,  and  called  the  Speedwell.  Three  or  four  days 
before  this  time,  captain  Cheap,  together  with  lieutenant 
Hamilton  of  the  land-forces,  his  brave  his  faithful  friend 
and  adherent,  were  put  under  an  arreft  by  captain  Pem- 
bertoQ  of  the  marines,  fupported  by  Mr.  Beans,  who  had 

been 
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been  thie  lieutenant  of  the  (hip.  This  very  extraordinary 
and  unwarrantable  condudl  towards  the  former  was  juftl- 
fied  on  the  frivolous  paltry  charge  of  his  having  been 
guilty  of  murder  In  (hooting  Cozens ;  and  againft  the  lat* 
ter  Qii  no  other  pretext  than  his  havings  on  all  occafions^ 
firmly  cfpoufed  the  caiife  of  his  commanding  officer. 
Neverthclcfs,  when  the  long  boat  was  about  to  depart,  it 
was  agreed  to  leave  him  behind,  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 
furgeon,  and  eight  deferters  who  had  quitted  their  compani- 
ons foon  after  the  lofs  of  the  (hip,  and  to  give  them  the  pin- 
nace, with  fourteen  pieces  of  beef,  as  many  of  pork,  and  ond 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds  of  (lour  for  their  fupport.  This 
party  was  afterwards  joined  by  feveral  other  feceders  from 
the  main  body,  among  which  were  the  honourable  Mr. 
Jtyron,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  midihipmen.  By  thcfe  means 
their  number  was  at  lad  encreafed  to  twenty ;  and  the  barge 
alfo  was  left  with  them  for  their  conveyance. 

The  long  boat  put  to  fea  and  left  them  about  the  middle 
of  October ;  but  captain  Cheap  and  his  companions  did 
not  fet  out  for  Chiloe,  the  moft  fouthcrn  of  the  Spanifti 
fettlements  on  that  coaft,  and  confequently  the  neareft 
where  they  could  exped  any  efFedual  relief,  till  the  I5tli 
of  Decenvber.  After  having  in  vain  combated  all  the 
dangers  of  that  tempeftuous  fea  for  nearly  two  months, 
they  were  obliged  to  put  back  to  the  defolate  fpot  fronoi 
whence  they  had  fet  out  s  but  a  party  of  Indians  coming 
in  there  about  a  fortnight  after  their  arrival,'  their  chief, 
or  cacique,  was  prevailed  on  to  undertake  condu£ling 
them  northward  in  their  barge,  on  condition  of  being 
rewarded  with  it  for  his  trouble. 

Their  number,  now  reduced  to  thirteen,  accordingly 
embarked,  attended  by  the  Indians  in  two  canoes i 
but  after  they  had  proceeded  fome  way  on  their  voyage, 
captain  Cheap,  with  the  reft  of  the  officers,  having 
gone  on  (hore  in  the  hope  of  procuring  a  Aipply  of 
proviiions,  the  men  left  in  the  barge  took  that  opportu* 
nity  of  abandoning  them,  and  failing  away.  The  Indian 
chief  was  at  this  time  abfent,  having  got  out  to  kill  feal ; 
and  on  his  return,  though  the  barge,  which  was  to  have 
been  his  reward,  was  gone,  he  was  neverthelefs  prevailed 
on  to  fulfil  his  engagement  to  the  miferable  remnant  left 
behind,  confining  only  of  captain  Cheap,  lieutenant  Ha- 
milton, Mr.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Byron.     This  compli- 
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ance,  Iiowerer^  was  not  the  mere  lefult  of  compailTon,  s 
fowling-piece,  belonging  to  Mr.  Byron^  and  fome  trifles 
contributed  by  the  captain,  indoced  their  giiide  to  pro- 
ceed wkh  tfaem  to  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  where,  Mr- 
Hamilton,  nnable  to  proceed,  having  been  left  under  the 
beft  Indian  care  that  country  afforded,  the  remainder 
arrived  in  fafety  after  experiencing  almoft  every  difficulty 
and  fpecies  of  fufiering  that  the  human  body  was  capable 
of  undergoing,  wtthoet  an  abfolute  extindion  of  life. 

It  was  the  month  of  June,  thirteen  months  after  the 
lofs  of  the  (hip,  ere  they  reached  Chiloe.    The  weather 
i^as  unconunonly  fevere,  the  ground  covered  to  a  great 
dtpih  with  fnow :  it  neverthelels  appeared  to  the  diftrefledi 
travellers  a  paradife,  compared  to  the  defart  coaft  which 
tbey  had  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to ;  and  the  poor  inhabi- 
tants received .  them  with  all  the  hofjpitality  their  own 
wretched  (late  would  permit  them  to  display.     Captain  . 
Cheap  and  his  companions  were  very  foon  afterwards 
conveyed  to  Caftro,  a  large  Spanifh  town  at  fome  diftance^. 
and    from  thence  to  Chace.     Here  they  were  agaia, 
joined  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  was  brought  forward  by  a 
party  of  men  fent  to  the  fouthward,  by  the  goyen¥>r»  for 
diat  purpofe.    On  the  2d  of  January  1742-3^  thqr  all* 
embarkea  on  board  a  (hip  which  annually  fails  fioni: 
Chiloe  to  Lima,  and,  after  a  paflage  of  fix  days,  arrived  ■■ 
fafe  at  Valpanufo,  a  port  in  Chifi,  where  they  were  agun 
landed.     Afttr  a  (lay  of  fome  days,  captain  Cheap  and  ■ 
Mr.  Hamilton,  having  pre(erved  their  commifQons,  were  • 
known  to  be  officers,  and  were  conduced  to  St.  Jago,  the> 
capital  of  the  province.    They  continued  at  this  place 
fome  time,  during  which  they  were  treated  with  the  utmoft 
hofpitality  and  attention ;  and  the  captain,  Mr.  Hamilton^ 
together  with  Mr.  Byron,  by  whom  they  had  been  j<mied 
fome  time  before,  embarked,  on  the  2oth  of  December 
1744,  in  a  French  (hip  bound  from  Lima  to  Spaing 
and,  without  experiencing  any  remarkable  accident  or, 
occurrence,  canie  to  an  anchor,  in  Breft  road,  on  the  27th 
of  Oftober  1745.     They  afterwards  got  on  board  a 
Ehitch  dogger>  the  captain  of  which  engaged  to  land  them 
at  Dover ;  but,  as  if  inconvenience  and  difappointment 
were  deilined  to  attend  them  to  the  laft  moment  of  this 
perilous  and  difa(h:ous  voyage,  they  would  have  been,  as 

is. 
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ts  reported  in  Mr.  Byron't  narntive,  Ircachcroully  fet  on 
Otore  in  France^  haa  ihey  not  been  fortunate  enough  to 
fall  inwiththeSquirn:lfrigate,whichTakingthem  on  board 
put  a  period  to  this  fcene  of  mifery  by  landing  them 
to  England. 

Oaptain  Cheap  arrived  in  London  on  the  24th  of  March 
^74-6>  and  was  foon  afterwards  appointed  captain  of  the 
l^urlc  ;  in  which  vefTel,  being  ordered  out  on  a  cruife,  he 
InH  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  large  and  valuable  Spa- 
lulh  prize  ofF  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  being  then  in  com- 
pany with  captain  Charles  Saunders.     After  bis  return 
ffom  this  fuccefsful  expedition  we  do  not  believe  him  to 
bave  gone  to  Tea,  or  held  any  command,  at  leatl,  we  do 
not  find  any  mention  made  of  him  in  the  fervice.     On 
4e  i^th  of  September  17+8,  he  married  a  widow  lady, 
named  Brown,  belonging  to  York.   He  had  not,  however, 
*^  happiiKfs  of  long  enjoying  this  peaceable  repofe,  from 
dtofe  iiDgular  and  trying  fatigues  he  had  encountered  io 
^^dcrrice,  dying  on  the  21ft  of  July  175a. 

COCKBURN,  Geoi^, — was  promoted  from  the  rank 
51  lieutenant,  to  be  commander  of  the  Drake  floop  of  war 
"March  1 741 .  He  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Gibral- 
•«  on  the  nth  of  June  1741 :  this  frigate  was  one  of 
thofc  attached  to  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  fir  John 
Norrij,  who  ordered  him,  in  the  month  of  July,  to  ac- 
"^piny  captain  Hairifon,  in  the  Argyle,  on  the  little 
'"peiiilion  he  had  planned,  and  with  fo  much  gallantry 
•"ecuied  againrt  ihe  Spaniards,  the  particulars  of  which 
hwe  bwn  already  givtn  at  fomc  length  in  his  memoirs  •, 
In  what  paniciilar  lervices  lie  was  employed,  from  this 
•iTO  til!  the  month  of  Juiit  1742,  when  he  was  promoted 
K)  the  Medway  of  (ixty  guns,  does  not  appear.  In  this 
■ip  he  very  gallantly  fupported  captain  Windham  ia 
''iKkingthe  town  ot  Santa  Cruz,  as  already  related  in 
"J  Weol  that  gent  leman+i  but  owing  to  fomedifagrcemem 
Irtlhcapiain  Windham  rcfpeaing  the  cruife,  he  thought 
*^r,  OQ  his  return  lo  England,  to  refign  hiscommand, 
l*ai  not  appoiuieJ  to  any  other  Ihip  during  the 
'■  ""  '  tonciulion  ol  which  he  was  made  cap- 
»n  the  African  flation.  Being  a  per- 
^  the  Yarmouth,  a  third  rate  of  fixty- 
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four  guns,  and  at  that  time  a  guardlhip  at  Chatham^  was 
referved  for  him  agaiiift  his  return*  captain  Palliler  being 
appointed  to  command  her  in  the  interim.  Captain 
Cockburn  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  frequently  re^ 
quefting  leave  of  abfence;  and  the  board  of  aJmiralty, 
wearied  at  length  with  folicitations  which  it  was  extremely 
injurious  to  the  difcipline  of  the  fervice  to  comply  with, 
fignified  to  him  at  lad  that  he  was  not  to  cxpeQ.  any  farther 
indulgence :  he,  in  confequence,  immediately  refigned  his 
command.  This  happened  early  in  1 755,  juft  after  which 
time  the  guardfhips  were  ordered  to  complete  their  comple- 
ments for  fervice.  He  immediately  applied  for  a  (hip,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  NalTau,  a  third  rate  alfo,  but  very  infe- 
rior to  (he  Yarmouth  in  fize,  weight  of  guns,  &c«  In  this 
vcflTel  he  made  only  one  cruife,  and  another  officer  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  (hip  pro  tempore -^  but  on  its  being 
ordered  on  foreign  fervice  he  again  thought  proper  to  refign. 
On  the  22d  of  June,  1755,  he  was  appointed  extra-com- 
miflioner  of  the  navy;  and  in  December  following  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  comptroller.  He  contmued 
iii  this  (lation  till  the  time  of  his  death,  an  event  which 
happened,  on  the  20th  of  July  177O9  at  Brighthelmftone. 
Mr.  Hardy  imagines  him  to  have  retired  on  a  penfion  in 
1769,  but  in  this  circumftance  he  is  evidently  miftaken. 

COLEBYy  Charles,— was  a  lieutenant  belonging,  in 
the  year  <746,  to  one  of  the  (hips  on  the  Jamaica  (lation, 
iinder  the  command  of  vice-admiral  Vernon;  who  pro* 
tnoted  hitti,  previous  to  his  failing  on  the  expedition 
agaifift  Carthagena,  to  be  commander  of  the  Eleanor  fire- 
(nip.  He  was  advanced,  by  the  fame  admiral,  on  the 
1 2th  of  January  1 740-1;  to  be  captain  of  the  Boyne, 
under  commodore  Leflock,  who  hoiited  his  broad  pendant 
on  board  as  commander  of  one  of  the  divifions  of  the  fleet. 
He  in  all  probability  returned  to  Europe  with  Mr.  Leftock, 
as  We  do  not  find  any  other  mention  made  of  him  till  June 
1742,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Falmouth.  In  this 
fhip  he  continued  a  con  fide  rablc  time  being  ordered  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  where  he  fcrvcd  with  the  greateft  reputation 
under  fir  Chaloner  Ogle.  In  June  1744,  he  was 
fent,  with  captain  Knight  of  the  St^  Alban's,  to  demand 
reftitution  from  the  governor  ot  Porto  Hello,  of  a  BritiOi 
veifcl  which  had  been  feizcd  and  carried  in  there,  though 
trading  under  a  Spanifh  pafs.     The  particulars  of  this 

tranf- 
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tcanfaAion^  as  well  as  of  the  fpirited  behaviour  of  theie 
two  gentlemea,  have  been  already  given  at  Tome  kngth 
in  the  memoirs  of  captain  Knight*.  He  returned  to 
England  in  the  month  of  May  174S9  having,  previous 
to  his  departure  from  the  Wed  Indies,  been  removed 
into  the  Experiment  frigate,  and  fent  home  exprefs  by  fir 
Chaloner  Ogle,  whofe  arrival  he  only  preceded  two  or  three 
days*  He  fat  immediately  afterwards  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial,  held  on  board  the  Sand* 
wich,  at  Portfmouthy  on  the  17th  of  June,  for  the  trial  of 
captain  Green,  commander  of  the  Lizard  floop* 

In  1746  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-mar* 
tial  held  for  the  trials  of  the  admirals  Leftock  and 
Mathews ;  but,  (Irange  as  it  may  appear,  we  do  not  find 
any  mention  made  of  him  as  a  captain  in  aiSual  fervice, 
after  his  quitting  the  Experiment,  till  the  year  1755  i 
when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Torbay,  a  (hip  of 
feventy-four  guns,  equipped  at  Chatham  in  confequence 
oi  the  rupture  which  was  daily  expiA^d  to  take  place 
with  France.  The  Torbay  was  very  foon  afterwards 
fent,  under  Mr.  Bofcawen,  to  North  America,  and  was 
taken  by  that  admiral  for  his  flag-fliip,  Mr.  Coleby  ferving 
as  his  captain.  I n  the  following  year  he  quitted  the  fervice 
as  9  naval  commander,  being  appointed,  on  June  ^a, 
commillioner  refident  at  Gibraltar,  with  a  falary  of  loooL 
ferannum*  He  retained  this  office  till  the  conclufion  of 
the  war,  and  the  confequent  recal  to  England  of  nearly 
all  the  fliips  on  that  flation,  rendered  its  continuance  un- 
neceilary.  He  retired,  in  the  year  1763,  on  a  penfion  of 
400 1«  a  year,  as  a  fnperannuated  commillioner,  and  en* 
joyed  that  honourable  teftimony  of  his  pad  fervices  till 
his  death,  which  t(X}k  place  on  the  9th  of  February  1772. 

DANDRIDGE,  William.— The  firft  information  we 
have  relative  to  this  gentleman  is,  that,  in  1740,  he  was 
commander  of  the  Wolf,  a  fmall  (loop  of  war  on  the  Ame- 
rican ftation,  and  was  prefent  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  at 
the  fruitlefs  attack  made  on  the  town  of  St.  Augulline,  by 
general  Oglethorpe.  Not  long  after  its  failure  he  was 
lent  to  the  Weft  Indies  with  orders  to  join  Mr.  Vernon. 

He  attended    that  admiral   on    his  expedition    againft 

I   .       ■     ■  I    ■     I        III  I— — ^»— ^1— — — ^ 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  S93.  Some  accoMoit  make  the  name  of  the 
largeft  pci^  to  have  been  the  CoujllandeaQ,  inflcad  of  the  Tamerlane, 
as  aflieried  in  the  1i£b  of  captain  Knight. 

F  3  Cartha- 
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Cirtli2g«na,  but  was  derached  ahead  of  the  fleet  for  the 

purpofe  of  rcconnoilering  Pon  Louis,  He  rejoined  tT 
admiral  with  an  account  of  his  having  difcovered  niner 
fail  of  large  (hips  in  ihat  harbour,  one  of  them  with  a 
al  the  msin'top-itiad  head,  and  a  fecond  with  a  bn 
pendaiil  laying.  An  immediate  (ignal  was  accordi  ^^ 
made  for  the  flag-officers  and  generals  to  aflcmble;  an 
the  information  received  being  communicated  lo  (hero, ' 
was  unanimoully  agreed  to  ftccr  for  the  ifle  of  Vache, 
well  for  the  purpofe  of  obferviiig  the  motions  of 
French,  as  of  procuring  more  perfefl  intelligence  of  th( 
force  and  particular  dcflination.  On  the  f  2ih  of  Febixii 
the  greater  part  of  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  under 
ifland  abovcmentioned,  t«o  It  agues  (o  the  w  edw  ard  of  P( 
Louis;  and  it  wasfoon  found  that  captain  Dandridge  hi 
been  deceived  by  the  thick  haze,  through  the  medium, 
which  he  had  made  his  obfervalions. 

Erroneous  as  his  report  was,  he  was  not  in  any  degree 
deemed  rcprthenfible  for  the  miftake,  hut  nn  the  19th  of 
the  fame  month  was  promoted,  by  Mr.  Vernon,  to 
captain  of  the  South  Sea  Caftle.  He  d^ics  not,  nevcrthi 
Icfs,  appear  to  have  been  confirmed  in  that  command, 
the  board  of  admiralty,  till  ihc  month  of  November  ' 
lowing.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  fervices  during  ihe 
lime  he  continued  in  this  (hip,  except  that  he  wns,  about 
ihc  moiilh  of  May,  ordered  to  America  ;  and  in  the  month 
of  July  was  fenl  from  Virginia  •  lo  Savannah,  in  Georgia, 
where  general  Oglethorpe  was  then  vigoroudy  attatkeo  by 
the  Spaniards.  We  do  not  find  any  other  mention  what- 
ever made  of  him  till  the  year  1744,  when,  in  the  month 
of  July,  having  prcviouflv  returned  to  England,  he  was 
appoimcd  caplain  of  ihc  Maty  galley,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty 
guns.  Wc  ore  totally  ignorant  of  any  other  partictlUV 
concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  In  Engli  '  "  "'"' 
l7ihof  Oaobci 
DENNIS,  Henry,— was, in  ihe  early  pari  ofti 
commander  of  onci.'f  ihc  fnwll  vefTeU  aciachedl 
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under  vice*adminil  Vernon  \  ^J  whom  he  was  promoted, 
on  tht  6th  of  June  1741,  to  be  captain  of  the  Experimenty 
at  Itaft  that  date  is  affignod  to  nis  $rft  commiffion  as  m 
captain  in  all  the  lifts  of  the  navy  we  have  feen :  neverthe- 
lelsy  his  name  is  gjven  as  oommankr  of  the  Stromb(do 
iirefhip,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1745,  a  ftation 
which,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  navy  at  that 
time,  did  not  give  rank  as  a  poft  captain.  We  have  not 
been  able,  after  the  ftrideft  learch,  to  coHeA  any  other 
particulars  concerning  him,  except  that  he  was  put  on  the 
luperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear- 
admiral  on  the  a9th  of  September  1757,  and  died  m  die 
courfe  of  the  year  1767. 

DILKE9  William.— The  firft  intelligence  we  have  cSf 
this  gentleman  commences  in  the  year  1737  >  ^^  ^'^^  ^^^ 
lieutenant  of  the  Berwick  under  captain  Soleuard,  but 
did  not  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean,  being  Uft  behind 
ibr  the  purpofe  of  being  promoted,  as  he  was  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  to  be  commander  of  the  Hound  floop* 
Ht  was  appointed  captain  of  the  St.  George,  a  fecond 
rate,  theneouippiagat  Portfmouth,  on  the  i6tn  of  January 
1 740-1 .  He  loon  afterwards  removed  into  the  Naflau,  one 
of  the  fhips  that  went  out  with  Mr.  Leftock  to  reinforce 
admiral  Haddock.  He  afterwards  changed  to  go  home  in 
the  Winchefter.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  till 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1743-4,  when  he  commanded 
the  Cmchefter,  and  wasordei^ed  out,  in  company  with  tti^ 
Boyne,  of  eighty  guns,  to  join  the  Mediterranean  fleet 
under  admiral  Mathews,  whom  he  fell  in  with  the  daj 
before  the  a£lion  took  place  with  the  French  and  Spanim 
fleets  t*  His  condud  on  that  occafion  was  deemea  fo  re» 
prehenfible,  that,  although  no  apparent  notice  was  taken 
of  it :]:  for  fome  time,  andhe  was  not  complained  of  by  the 

*  He  wat  one  of  the  «oinmaDden.icDt,  duni^  the  fiege  •£  Cvtha^ 
sent,  €•  attack  £bc  Barradcra  btttcjy,  under  Uie  ordera  #f  captain 
Watfon. 

i  On  tfce  4eath  of  Mr.  Rnflel  be  was  appointed,  hy  tbe  adoitral^  to 
eoBwnand  <lie  Namor  at  iiit  captain;  and  when  Mr.  Mathews  rtfi^hed 
tbe  commandy  ht  removed  into  the  Revenge,  of  fixty-foiur  ^nnf . 

}  He  wu  himfelf  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-marual  aflemb* 
fed  on  board  the  Torbay,  at  Port  Mdion,  for  tbe  trial  of  captain 
Richard  Norris,  who  had  commanded  tbe  Eflex  in  tbe  Touloo  engage* 
meat,  tod  was  heavily  charged  with  mifcoodiiQ. 

F  4  cora« 
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commander-in^hief  I  he  was  one  of  the  officers  named,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons^  in  their  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  re- 
^ijefting  him  to  caufe  a  legal  enquiry  to  be  inftituted  rela- 
tive to  their  behaviour. 

He  was  accordingly  brought  to  trial,  at  Deptford,  and 
fentenced,  on  the  5th  of  December  17459  to  be  cafhiered, 
being  at  the  fame  time  declared  incapable  of  holding  any 
fubfequent  naval  commiflion.  The  punifhment  was»  how- 
ever, afterwai ds  remitted  fo  far,  that  he  was  reftored  to  his 
half-pay.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  obfcn^e,  we  have  no* 
thing  farther  to  record  of  him,  except  that  he  died  on  the 
30th  of  May  1756. 

DRAPER,  John,  —  was,  about  the  year  ^740,  coni- 
mandcr  of  a  floop  of  war,  called  the  Wolf,  at  that  time 
employed  on  the  Weft  India  ftation.  In  this  veiFel  he 
was  caft  away  when  on  his  palfage  from  thence  to  Eng- 
land ;  but  he  himftlf  wiih  the  greater  part  of  his  crew 
being  taken  up  by  the  marquis  d'Antin,  he  was,  not  long 
after  his  return  from  France,  rc-appointed  to  a  fecond 
floop  of  the  fame  name.  He  is  otherwife  only  noticed  as 
having  been  appointed  captain  of  the  Adventure  on  the 
8th  ot  SeptemDer  1741.  Being  foon  afterwards  ordered 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  died  there  on  the  17th  of  July 

ELLIS,  William. — 1  his  gentleman  is  nearly  in  the 
fame  predicament  with  the  officers  before-mentioned. 
He  was  appointed  commander  of  the  Drake  floop  of  war 
early  in  the  year  1741 :  from  this  veflcl  he  was,  on  the 
J 9th  of  Febwiary  following,  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Gofport,  a  fourth  rate  of  forty  guns,  newly  re-built  ; 
and  being  foon  afterwards  ordered  to  New  York,  died 
there  on  the  13th  of  June  1742. 

ELTON,  Jacob,  —  was,  on  the  28th  of  December 
1741,  appointed  captain  of  the  Deal  Caftle  frigate.  This 
vefTcl  we  find  to  have  been  employed,  during  the  cnfujng 
fumtncr,  as  a  cniifcr  off  the  coaft  of  Spain.  He  par- 
ticularly   diftinguifhed     himfelf    in    a    little    defpltory 


^  In  fome  i^ccounis  he  is  faid  to  have  comiDanded  the  ReveogQ 
•bout  the  end  of  ihe  year  174a,  and  to  have  captured  a  very  valoaUe 
Dutch  vrfTcl  which  he  detr^ed  in  trading  with  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  li  appears,  however,  very  doobtful  wbethe^  be  really 
WM  captain  of  the  yeflel  above-mentioocd. 
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cnteiprire  he  was  cimccrncd  in,  with  the  esirl  of 
l^orthefk,  againfl  the  town  of  Vigo,  the  particular! 
of  which  will  be  found  in  his  lordihip's  life,  he  having 
been  the  fenior  or  commanding  ofHcer.  He  was  after- 
wards promoted  to  tht:  Angleiea,  of  foriy  guns :  in 
which  fliip  he  was,  earty  in  the  year  174.51  (lationed  aa  a 
cniifcr  in  the  Channel.  On  the  29th  of  March  he  tin- 
happily  fell  in  with  a  French  privaleer,  called  the  Apollo* 
comoianded  by  a  captain  Belleifle.  Its  force  is,  in  inanjr 
accounts,  ftatcd  as  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Analcfea, 
being  called  a  fhip  of  fifty-four  guns  and  five  hundred  men. 
Seii'enl  unlucky  coinciding  circumOances  contributed  to 
encrcafe  the  advantage  theenemy  naturally  polTclTcd  in  point 
of  fi>rcc :  the  Apollo  fo  nearly  refembled  a  Britifh  Ihip  of 
war  which  was  known  to  be  cruifing,  that  the  miltake 
was  not  difcovered  till  the  began  to  fire  on  the  Anglcfca. 
The  fhip  was  not  cleared  fur  a£tion  \  the  crew  weak,  and 
far  ^m  wcU-difciplined  ;  the  confufion  into  which  every 
pcrfon  on  board  was  thrown  by  an  occurrence  unforefeen 
and  totally  unexpc&cd,  all  tended  to  faciliiatc  the  eneiny'i 
conqucft.  This  appears  to  have  been  or inci  pally  owing 
to  a  fatal  feciirity  into  which  captain  Eltoti  had  fulTered 
himfclf  to  be  betrayed  by  a  total  want  of  information ;  but 
ibough  that  fccurlty  is  certainly  extremely  reprehcnrible* 
as  militating  moA  flrongly  againfl  thofe  principles  of  pru- 
dence and  caution,  which  Ihould  induce  every  comtnander 
to  confider  every  Ihip  he  fees  as  an  enemy,  till  he  is  po- 
filively  convinced  of  the  contrary,  it  certainly  claims  our 
pity  in  fomc  little  degree,  and  fhould  blunt  the  edge  of  our 
ceuiire. 

As  to  captain  Elton,  finding  too  late  his  fatal  error,  he 
ciatcd  himfclf  with  all  the  a£liviiy  that  can  render  the 
"itt  of  a  man  of  gallantry  mofl  truly  rcfpe£lable,  by 
iuring  to  animate  his  crew  to  a  recovery  from  the 
ft  into  which  they  had  fallen.     His  attempts  were 
■,  and  be  hinifeif,  together  with  his  firft  lieute- 
_     _,-__,  with  iheit  lives,  in  theearlypart  of  theaflion, 
•  fafrit  of  their  unhappy  negledl.     The  (hip  ilfelf  was 
^WltnfctrH  bv  the  fccond  lieutenant,  thutigli  not  till,  as  it 
h--  w,whi<:hatthebeginningofiheaAion, 
''^uiidned,  were  killed  or  wounded. 
'    '4'terwards  tried  by  a  court-martial 
ad  condemned  to  be  Ihot  j  a  fen- 
tence 
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fence  which  was  carried  into  execution  on  the  19^1  of 
July*. 

FENWICK,  Benjamin,  —  was  promoted  from  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the  j£tna  firelbip, 
jriKnit  the  month  of  March  1740.  In  the  nmnith  of  Oc- 
tober followinjg  he  was  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  with  the 
fleet  under  m  C.  Ogle.  No  particular  mention  is 
made  of  him  during  the  fiege  of  Cartha^na ;  but  after  the 
unfortunate  termination  of  that  expedition,  and  the  return 
of  the  fleet  to  Jamaica,  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  Jtm^,  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Briftol,  of  fiftv  £[uns,  one  or  the 
(hips  which  had  arrived  from  England  miring  the  ablence 
^the  fleet ;  and  was  left  behind  at  Port  Royal,  with  other 
fliips,  in  the  month  of  July,  under  the  orders  of  commo- 
dore Davers,  when  Mr.  Vernon  failed  on  his  expedition 
againft  Cuba.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him,  ^^ 
Aiat  he  died  in  England  on  the  14th  of  March  17<7. 

GODSALVE,  Henry,— was,  in  the  year  ^738,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Berwick,  to  which  he  Was  promoted,  by 
admiral  Haddock ,  as  fucceflbr  to  Mr.  Difke.  He  wks  pro- 
moted, early  in  1741,  to  be  commander  of  dl^  Salamander 
bomb-ketch :  he  was  farther  advanced,  trti'^c  17th  of 
May,  to  be  captain  of  the  Guardland  frigate.  He  conti- 
mied  in  this  veflcl  till  about  the  year  1744,  when  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Romncy.  He  returned  to  Er^land 
at  the  CTofe  of  the  year  hft-mentioned;  when  the  Rom- 
ney  being  ordered  to  be  difmantled,  and  put  out  of  com- 
miflion,  captain  Godfalve  is  believed  never  to  have  held 
any  fubfequent  command.  In  1748  he  was  intended  for 
the  Ipfwich,  of  feventy  guns  ;  but  peace  being  concluded 
'  before  that  fhip  was  ready  for  fervice,.  no  comn^iffion 
was  ever  made  out.  He  retired  altogether  from  the  line 
of  a<aive  fenrice,  being  pnt  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  with 


i^MMf. 


*  The  coort-martial  are  (aid  to  have  been  induced  fo  ptft  (b  (crtn6 
a  fenicDce  on  Mr.  Pbillipi»  from  the  circamflaiice  of  lit  htftiag 
quitted  the  deck,  from  a.  miftaken  ootioa  of  duty  and  proprietor,  in  ifetf 
hope  of  being  able  to  induce,  by  his  perfoafions,  the  funriving  pan  of 
the  crew  to  return  to  their  quarters.  Mr.  Hardy's  liA,  as  well  aa 
many  others  we  have  feen,  erroneoufly  (bte  the  Anglefea  to  have  been 
captured  on  the  85th  of  June,  which  wai  the  diy  fenftnce  was  ptfled^ 
m  above  flatcd,  on  Mr.  Phillips. 

the 
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irtink  and  half*pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  in  the  year  1756. 
lie  died  in  Endand  on  the  ift  of  December  1765, 

GREGORY,  Thomas,— was,  in  the  month  of  S^* 
tember  1740,  promoted  from  the  Tank  of  lieutenant  to 
be  commander  of  the  Thunder  bomb-  ketch,  Being  ordered 
auickly  afterwards  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  was  promoted 
tliere  by  Mr.  Vernon,  on  the  7th  of  September  following, 
to  be  captain  of  the  Norwich ,  He  continued  in  the  Weft 
Indies  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1743,  when  he  ap* 
^eaia  to  have  been  one  of  the  commanders  under  tno 
orders  of  Mr.  Knowles,  at  the  expedition  againft  La 
(juira.  His  conduS  on  that  occanon  was  deemed  fo 
reprehenfible  by  the  commodore,  who  was  at  particular 
'tiaies  rather  captious  in  his  obfervations  on  the  behaviour 
iti  thofe  under  his  command,  that  he  not  only  fuper« 
ceded  him  during  the  adion,  but  complained  of  and  fent 
him  to  England  under  arreft.  He  was  tried  on  the  chargo 
of  mifbehaviour  before  a  court  martial,  held  at  Spithead, 
on  the  17th  of  September  1743,  admiral  Stewart  being 
the  prelident,  and  fentenced  to  be  difmifled  the  fervice. 

In  1745  Mr.  Vernon^  under  whom  he  had  before 
Ibrved,  axld  probably  was  no  ftranger  to  his  gallantry  and 
good  qualities,  ftood  forth  as  his  patron.  He  lerved 
Under  that  admiral  for  a  fhort  time  as  a  volunteer,  and 
dtftinguifhed  himfelf  exceedinglv,  by  his  adivity  and 
JKlitiifnefs,  in  reconnoitering  the  Frencn  ports  of  Dunkirk 
and  Calais,  as  well  as  in  procuring  much  collateral  info'r* 
ination,  relative  to  their  embarkations  on  the  coaft  for  the 
iupport  of  the  pretender.  Thefe  fervices,  particularly  at 
fo  critical  a  time,  were  fo  acceptable,  that,  fupportea  by 
this  ftrong  claim  to  favour,  and  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Vernon,  he  was  once  more  reftored  to  the  fervice, 
and  appointed  captain  of  the  Folkftone  frigate,  being  ad- 
mitted, by  order  of  council,  to  take  rank  from  the  12th 
of  November  1745.  Some  accounts  make  him  to  have 
been  appointed,  in  the  month  of  April  following, 
cmtain  of  the  Duke  William,  a  large  (hip  mounting 
fiity  guns:  but  this  circumftance  we  totally  diflie* 
lieve.  He  afterwards  (erved  under  commodore  Mit« 
chel,  who  was  flationed  with  a  fmall  cniifing  fquadron 
off  the  coaft  of  Hdiland.  While  thus  employed 
be  unhappily  fell  into  feme  difpute  with  the  commodore's 

fecre* 
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fecretary  *»  which  terminating  in  a  dtiel,  captain  Grcgorj 
was  unfortunately  killed.  This  event  is  faid,  by  Mr. 
Hardy,  to  have  taken  place  in  1747;  but  other  accounts 
(late  it  to  have  happened  in  the  preceding  year. 

HAMAR,  Jofeph. — Our  information  relative  to  this 
gentleman  commences  with  his  having  been,  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1740,  commander  of  the  Royal 
Efcapcy  a  fmall  yacht  mounting  four  ^uns,  then  flationcd 
at  the  Nore  for  the  purpofe  01  receiving  men.  On  the 
22d  of  Odlober  I74i>  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Flaniborough  trigate.  Of  fuch  little  importance  were, 
the  different  fervicest  in  which  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be 
eniployedj  that  we  do  not  find  the  fmalled  mention  made 
of  him^y  notwithftanding  we  believe  him  to  have  been 
continually  in  commiflion,  till  the  year  1755*  vrhen  he, 
was  captain  of  the  Eagle,  of  fixty  guns,  a  guard-fhip. 
He  is  faid  to  have  been  fuperfeded  in  that  command  for 
mifcondu£l ;  but  no  mention  is  made  of  the  particulars. 
He  was  notwithllanding  retained  on  the  lifl  as  a  captainj 
and  in  the  month  of  October  1758,  was  put  on  the  luper* 
annuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admi- 
ral. He  died  at  Manchefter,  where  he  nad  for  fonie  tipie 
rcfided,  on  the  14th  of  January  1773. 

HAMILTON,  Honourable  John, — was  the  fecond 
fon  of  James  fcvcnth  earl  of  Abcrcorn,  and  Anne,  dauj^-- 
ter  of  colonel  John  Plummer,  of  Blakefware,  inthecountyi 
of  Hertford.  Having  betaken  himfclf  to  a  naval  life,  lut. 
was,  very  early  in  the  year  1741,  promoted  to  be  coo^- 
mander  of  the  Seaford  hrcihip;  and  on  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary following  was  advanced  to  he  captain  of  the  Deal 
CafUe.  No  particular  mention  is  made  of  him  during 
the  time  he  continued  in  this  vciTel,  which  appears  lo 
have  been  only  for  a  fliort  fpace,  as,  in  1742,  we  find  htCQ 


*  Mr.  Grorc|e  TymcweU,  who  was  aftcmrards  tried  by  1  ccwrN 
martial  at  Deptford  for  the  murder,  of  which  he  was  acquitted ;  bat 
being  found  guilt\'  of  a  mifdemeanpur,  was  fentenced  to  two  years 
imprifonment  in  the  marftialfea,  and  rendered  incapable  of  ever  fcrv* 
in|;  a^aJn  in  the  nj\*\-. 

f  V\*e  do  not  find  anv  pnrticuUr  notice  taken  of  them,  excepi 
that,  in  174B,  he  was  cmplo>cdon  the  American  fl.ition. 

I  Except  his  havini;  been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
coDvcQcd  for  ihc  trial  of  ihe  admirals,  Mathews  and  Lc(lock,in  1746. 

captaia 
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captain  of  the  Kinfale,  a  cruiling  frigate.  In  this  fer- 
vice,  however,  the  mod  material  notice  that  is  taken  of 
him  appears  to  be  that  fubjoined  in  a  note  beneath  *•  In 
1 744  he  was  promoted  to  the  Augulta,  and  in  the  month 
of  March  1745,  we  find  him  (lationed  as  a  cruifcr  on  the 
Iri(h  Ration.  In  this  employment  he  was  rather  fuccef- 
fiili  having  captured  and  carried  into  Kinfale  a  large 
French  privateer^  belonging  to  St.  Maloes,  called  the 
Comptefle  de  la  Riviere,  carrying  twenty-two  guns  and 
one  nundred  and  fixty  .-non.  In  the  preceding  part  of 
the  lame  cruife  he  is  laid  to  have  fallen  in  with  a  priva- 
teer of  diirty-fix  gunSy  during  the  night,  which  he  engaged 
for  a  Ihort  time  ;  but  as,  after  exchanging  a  few  broad- 
fite,  the  enemy  fiiddenly  difappcared,  and  as  feveral 
concurring  circumftances  occurred  to  (Irengthcn  fuch  an 
opinion,  it  was  concluded  it  had  fimk.  in  this  trivial 
encounter  two  men  were  killed  and  three  wounded  on 
fcoard  the  Augufta. 

^  No  notice  of  confequencc  is  taken  of  captain  Hamilton 
10  the  line  of  fer\'ice  during  the  remainder  of  the  war. 
It  is  not  improbable  but,  during  that  period,  he  continued 
m  the  Augufta,  and  employed  in  the  fame  manner  we  have 
>lreadjr  feen  him  generally  occupied.  In  1746  he  was 
one  or  the  members  of  the  court-martial  aflembled,  for 
the  trials  of  the  admirals,  Leftock  and  Mathews.  A  cir- 
CQmftance  occurred  on  that  occafion  which  made  no  little 
"ioifc,  and  which  Mr.  Hamilton  is  faid  to  have  been  one 
of  the  principal  infligators  and  promoters  of.  Rear-ad- 
BUral  Mayne,  the  prciidcnt,  and  captain  Kenton,  one  of 

"  •  Whitehall,  September  18. 

"  Od  the  7tb  infiant  his  majefiy's  (hip  the  Kinfale,  commanded 
PX  the  honourable  captain  Hamilton,  being  on  a  cruize  off  Dieppe, 
v^flanding  in  fliore,  he  faw  a  veflel  lying- to,  which,  as  foon  as  Ibe 
«» the  man  of  war,  made  fail  towards  her  and  hoificd  French  colours. 
^  Kinfale  flanding  for  her  they  foon  came  within  half  gun-ihot ; 
^^  the  privateer  bawled  down  her  colours,  and  intended  to  board 
ue  Kinfale, .  which  (be  took  for  a  collier.  Captain  Hamilton  has 
^RMudbt  her  into  Spithead  :  (he  is  a  new  veflel  and  well  found  :  has  a 
w bra  and  a  horfe  head;  and  is  rigged  fometimes  as  a  fchooner  and 
fattiBiCsas  a  brig:  hid  fifty-eight  mcs  when  taken,  twenty-four  of 
mBvere  French ;  is  mounted  with  two  carriage  guns  and  thirteen 
nrifdi.  This  privateer  is  the  fame  that  engaged  the  Grampus  and 
filled  apiain  dordon.** 

2  the 
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the  mefnbtsrs  compormg  the  coiirt-tnartial,  had  htM 
arrefted  by  a  writ,  at  the  fuit  of  a  licutenartt  Fr^c,  for  H 
fentence  pafTed  on  him  at  a  court*  martial,  of  which  the^ 
were  members,  held  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Captain 
Hamilton,  after  the  writ  had  been  read,  moved  the  refolu-^ 
tions  inferted  beneath*,  which  produced  the  cor^efl[K)D*> 

dence 


i^^i 


^  "  Refolved,  That  it  appears  the  higheft  lulignity  offered'  to  the 
court,  and  through  this  court  to  every  other  court  of  judtcitiire  tbaf 
is  or  may  hereafter  be  formed  in  this  kingdom',  and  thenigheft  infnc* 
tion  of  the  prerogative  of  the  lord  high  admiral,  and  of  the  fiatuid 
law  of  this  realm,  to  arreft  or  ferve  any  writ  of  capias  upon  the  pie* 
fident,  or  any  member  of  this  court  now  fitting,  or  of  any  other  court* 
martial,  and  therefore  the  court  unanimoufly  refolve  to  defift  lirdier 
proceeding  on  this  trial  till  fatisfaQion  be  made  for  this  high  infah* 

*'  Refolved,  That  this  court  make  reprefenution,  by  letter,  to  Ad 
lord  high  admiral,  of  the  infringement  made  on  his  prerogative  bj^ 
arreting  the  prefident  of  the  court,  duly  aflembled  by  virtue  of  Imf 
authority;  and  that  the  court  do  adjourn  till  Thurfday  moming  nne 
o^clock,  to  give  time  for  every  member  to  deliberate  upon  proper 
njethods  for  obtaining  fatisfa£lion  for  the  high  infult  on  rheir  preft^ 
dent,  from  all  perfons,  how  kigkfoeuer  in  rank  or  office^  who  have^ 
9ii^fit^  this  arreft,  or  in  any  degree  promoted  or  adoifed  it." 

Thefe  refolutions  being  figned  by  the  prefident,  and  the  fievenl 
members  of  the  court,  the  preGdent  direfled  it  to  be  enclofed  in  a 
letter,  and  delivered  by  the  judge  advocate  to  the  lofdt  of  the  adnl* 
lalty. 

Then  the  court  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  nine  o'clock^  atid 
finnm  thence  to  Thurfday  the  22d. 

On  the  ftfid;  the  followig  letter  from  Mr.  Corbett,  fecretary  to  tbcf 
lords  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  encloHng  one  from  the  duke 
of  Newcallle  to  their  lordlhips,  was  read  before  the  court. 

*'  Mr.  Corbett*s  letter  to  the  prefident. 

"  Having  laid  the  letter  of  the  i6th  inflant,  and  alfo  the  refolu- 
tions of  the  court-martial  of  the  fame  date,  broofl(ht  hither  1^  the 
jo^  advocate,  before  the  lords  commiflioners  of  toe  admiralty,  theTr 
lordfliips  thought  the  faid  refolutions  to  be  a  matter  of  fuch  lOipbrt- 
ance  that  they  laid  the  fame  before  his  majefly ;  in  confequence  of 
which  their  lordfhips  received  a  letter  from  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Newcaftlc,  principal  fccrctary  of  ftatc ;  I  am  commanded  to  fend  yon 
enclofed  an  attefted  copy  ihcrcof,  in  order  to  your  laying  the  fame' 
before  the  court-martial  at  their  meeting  to  morrow:  their  lordfliipt 
mak(*  no  doubt  but  that  every  gentleman,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
court,  will  be  greatly  fatisficd  with  his  majcfty's  moft  gracious  expref- 
iioos  contained  in  the  faid  letter;  and  as  they  are'wredx)f  bis  ma- 

jcQy'a 
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dense  annexed  to  them,  between  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,, 
Mr.  Carbec>  fecretary  to  the  admiralty,  and  the  members 

of 


jcflj^i  proie£Uoii,  and  of  having  full  fatisfa£lioQ  for  the  late  indignity 
<>Knd  tbesy  and  that  methods  will  be  taken  to  prevent  any  thing  of 
tbe  like  aataie  for  the  faturc^  their  lordlbipi  hope  they  will  be  ana* 
>iMi  ia  ^giceiog  to  go  on  immediacely  in  hearing  and  adjufting  tht 
uiili  that  are  depending,  and  to  continue  fo  till  they  are  6ni<hed. 

'*  I  am  youn,  &c* 
"  A4i&n||y^>ffice9.May8l,  1746.  '*  T.  Coebstt.** 

Duke  of  NewcaiUe*!  letter. 

"  To  my  lords  comauffioners  of  the  admiralty, 

**  I  icttivcd  yoar  lordOiip's  letter  of  the  i6th  inflanr,  with  the 

r'tCKloied  relating  to  the  writ  ferved  00  rear*adairal  Maync» 
^^itiiies  at-thc  court-martial  at  Deptfbrd,  for  enmiiring  into  the 
c*>W^  ftc.  of  Mr.  Leftock  and  others,  and  the  refolntioni  of  the 
^■itdKienpon,  which  I  have  laid  before  his  majefty.    His  majefijr 
2|Med  gfcat  difplealiire  at  the  infnlt  offered  to  the  coart-martial, 
jj^^vkicb  the  aailiiniy  discipline  of  the  navy  is  fo  mnch  affeded ;  aoid 
^b|ghk|i2y  dilapprafvet  the  behavioar  of  lieutenant  Frye  on  thia 
^f^An,  %t  Biajefty  has  it  under  conOderation  iirhat  fteps  may  he- 
^faUe  to  be  taken  on  this  incident;  and  in  the  mean  time  hit' 
*F4f  vonki  have  your  lordfhip's  acquaint  the  members  of  the  court* 
^Ktial,  that  the)*  nay  depend  on  his  mnefiy'i  moft  graetoos  protec-^ 
^^%r  proeatriflc  them  a  fufficient  fatisU&on  for  the  late  indignity 
**>4  them ;  ana  that  proper  methods  will  be  taken  for  preventing, 
^'      'the  like  nature  for  the  tiiture* 


"  I  am,  &c. 
^^«ai»ed  May  S8, 1746.  •»  H.  N." 

^ttlwer  of  the  court  martial  to  the  letter  Tent  by  Mr.  Corbetti  by- 
order  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  May  ftift. 

"  Sir, 

'I  We  defire  y<ya  will  be  pleafeff  to  inform  their  lordfhipi,  that 
^uig  heard  their  lordifaip's  letter  read  to  us,  as  well  as  the  inclofed 
^*f^B(ick  copy  of  the  letter  to  their  lordOiips,  from  his  majefty'a 
fnodpal  fecrctary  of  (late,  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  (ignifying  his  ma« 
J^y*«  rwal  aflurancc  of  his  moft  gracious  protc£tion,  for  procuring 
l^a  fufficient  CitisfaBion  for  the  late  indignity  offered  to  us;  and 
^  proper  methods  will  be  uken  for  preventing  any  thing  of  the 
*«  aatare  for  the  future  : 

**  According  to  their  lordfhip's  defire  we  are  unanimoufly  agreed 
'o proceed  upon  the  bufinefs  of  thefe  trials,  but  think  it  incumbent 

roi  to  give  their  lordfhips  our  reafons  for  the  fleps  we  have 
.      iy  taken,  fubmitting  them  to  their  lordfhip*i  further  conGdera* 


tion, 
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<if  the  court-martialy  in  their  judicial  capacity.     Thf§ 
matter  appears,  howcfer,  to  hare  been  very  nnwifdy 

and 


tioD«  M  chit  attack  appetrt  to  as  of  the  lOoft  dangerodf  ccfnfcqifencet 
to  the  fecurity  of  toe  nation,  the  authoritf  of  the  lord  higK  admiral, 
the  privilege  of  the  honourable  the  houfe  of  commool  in  parliament 
affembled,  and  the  prerogative  of  the  crown : 

*'  Firfl,  it  appears  that  fir  John  Willes,  knight,  lord  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  having  no  regard  to  the  honour  and  fafety 
of  his  majcfly,  the  fccurity  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of  his  fub- 
|e£b,  the  fupport  of  the  conOitution  and  defence  of  his  dominions,  in 
time  of  a6^ual  war  with  two  powerful  nations,  favoured,  aided,  and  ^ 
abetted,  by  rebellion  at  home,  contrary  to  his  duty  and  truft,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  (Utute  laws  of  the  ^ealm,  as  well  as  thofe  cftablifhed  by 
ufit  and  cuflom«  time  immemorial,  by  which  his  majeAy's  arms  by  fea 
have  been  prudently,  wifely,  and  effedoally  govemea  to  the  great 
glory  of  his  majefly  and  proteflion  of  his  fubjeds,  as  well  as  in  open 
oefiance  of  his  majefty*s  commands,  in  confequence  of  an  addreis  of 
the  boitoarable  houfe  of  commons  in  parliament  alTemhled,  he,  the 
hid  fir  J.  W.  knt.  did  iflue  his  writ  on  the  ifith  day  of  MaVf  rn  the 
nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefiy*  to  arrefi,  ferze, 
and  fecure  tne  perfont  of  P.  Mayne,  efq.  and  J.  Rentoo,  efif.  membera 
conflituant  and  judges  of  a  court  martial  then  fitting,  by  oraer  of  the 
lords  cemroiflioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  faMh  admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  the  power  to  them  given  oy  the  ftatnte 
•f  the  idth  of  king  C.  the  Second,  the  faid  judges  Ming  duly  qualified 
as  the  ad  requires,  and  did  caufc  the  faid  writ  to  be  ferved  on  P.  M. 
•fq.  by  which  crafty  and  fubtile  device,  as  far  as  in  him  lietb,  he  did 
let,  rcfpit,  and  difannul  the  laws  of  the  land,  and,  by  forcibly  taking 
away  the  judges,  prevent  the  execution  ofjuftice,  and  delude  the  com- 
mands of  his  majefty,  grounded  upon  the  addrefs  of  the  honourable 
boufe  of  commons  in  parliament  aflemblcd  ;  and  though  in  a  cUu(e 
fubjoined  to  the  fame  writ,  it  is  artfully  added  that  the  prefident  ia 
ferved  with  this  procefs  to  the  intent  that  he  may,  by  his  attorney, 
appear  in  his  majefty*s  court  of  common  pleas,  it  appears  to  us  that 
this  evafion  is  only  provided  to  the  intent  that  we  might  poflSbly, 
through  overfight,  proceed  in  our  judicial  capacity,  and  that  by  fome 
referved  device  as  well  as  our  general  proceedings,  as  our  final  deter-' 
miiMtion,  and  fenience  might  be  interrupted  and  declared  void  and  of 
none  cffcSk,  to  the  entire  defeating  of  this  folemn,  grand,  and  natioiul 
enquiry. 

**  ed.  That  the  grounds  of  this  writ  were  an  afUon  recommended, 
by  the  faid  L.  C.  J.  in  open  court,  for  damages  againft  the  faid 
P.  M.  efq.  and  J.  R.  efq.  for  the  feotcnce  of -a  court-martial  legally 
held,  by  virtue  of  the  ftatute  laws  of  the  realm,  at  Jamaica,  of  which 
court  the  faid  P.  M.  efq.  and  J.  R.  efq.  where  members,  coniHtuents-^ 
or  judgcsj  properly  qualified  as  fuch  by  the  known  laws  of  tbf  realm,  a» 
well  iututes  as  ule  and  cufioou 
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fttid  raflily  entered  upon.  The  ch^ef  juftice  of  the  com* 
mon  pleas  not  only  proved  the  propriety  and  legalitjK 
of  the  nleafures  taken,  under  the  authority  of  the  court 
where  he  prefidcd,  but  alfo  that  he  hinifelf  wasperfonall^ 
unacquainted  with  all  matters  and  particulars  concerning 
them,  farther  than  having  directed  the  procedure  as  a  matter 
of  courfe,  founded  on  the  ftridelt  principles  of  juftice. 
This  being  explained,  a  public  apology  was  made  by  the 
members  of  the  court  colledlivcly,  and  this  yfery  difagree- 
able  affair  ehdcd  *. 

In 


"  3d.  That  in  confequence  of  this  breach  aod  violatiort  of  4he 
laws  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  infult  to  a  fuprcrmc  court  of  judic^t 
ture  fitting  to  determine  in  the  dernier  refort,  which  by  its  cuiinitu- 
tion  never  can  acknowledge  any  fuperior  court,  nor  any  appeal  from 
Its  fenicncc  but  to  his  majefty's  prerogative,  as  far  iis  in  hirti  iieth.'Uic 
Whole  order,  difcipline,  and  government  of  his  majefty's  armies  by  (ni 
is  entirely  and  abfolutely  difTolved,  the  flatute  of  the  13th  of  kin^ 
•  Charles  the  Second  is  made  null  and  void,  by  which  mod  wicked  devic| 
the  honour  of  his  majefty  is  betrayed,  the  fecarityr  of  Kis  fubJcQt  ii 
expbfed,  and  the  fundaihental  laws  of  the  conftitution  fubverted. 

"  We  arc,  &c." 
"  Court-martial  on  board  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  at  Oeptford,  asd  May^ 
i746.» 

*  Soon  as  the  court-martial  difcovered  the  err<inecKit  pnnti|>les  oft 
which  thev  had  founded  their  too  hafty  cenfure,  they  patTed  the  fol* 
lowing  reCoIution,  which  they  formally  fent  to  the  chief  juftice.         ^ 

"  As  nothing  is  more  becoming  a  gentleman  than  to  acknowledge 
bimfelf  to  be  in  the  wrong,  as  foon  as  he  is  fenfible  that  he  is  fo,  ana 
to  be  ready  to  make  fatisfa^ion  to  any  perfon  he  has  iojurcii»  we 
therefore,  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  being  thoroughly  couvince4 
that  we  were  entirely  miUakcn  in  the  opinion  we  had  conceived  of  the 
lord  chief  juflice  Willes,  think  ourfelves  obliged,  in  honour  as  well 
as  juftice,  to  make  him  fatisfa£^ioo,  as  far  as  it  is  in  oar  power;  ana 
•§  the  injury  we  did  hitn  was  of  a  public  nature,  we  do  in  this  public 
manner  declare,  that  we  arc  now  fatisBed  the  reflexions  caft  upoa 
him  in  our  refolutions  of  the  l6th  and  ftift  of  May  laft,  were  unjulL 
unwarrantable  and  without  any  foundation  whatfoever^  and  we  do  M 
pardon  of  his  lordftiip,  and  the  court  of  common  pleat,  for  the  in* 
dignity  offered  both  to  him  and  the  court. 

Vol.  V.  a  «•  Perry 
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In  tji^  captain  Hamilton  was  appointed  to  the  Vaa- 
gtiard,  of  Rxty  guns,  a  guardfhip  at  Plymouth,  at  whidi 
port  he  was,  in  the  month  erf  July,  commanding  oiRcer^ 

with  the  temporary  rank  of  commodore.    On  the  14th  of 

■»■ 
■  I  11  ■  I ■     ■  ">>  ■     I.         ■  I     ■  ■ 

•♦  Berry  Miyar,  C.  Molloy, 

J.  Byo^f  Smith  Cwlit, 

£.  tcRe,  R.  £riktnt, 

U.  Rentooe,  I.  PincMn, 

Tb.  VraDkUiid,  Cha.  Catford, 

Cba.  Colby,  Tho.  Hanway, 

}.  Hamilton,  £.  Spragge, 

SJieldrake  Latoo;  John  Ormc." 
Jof.  Hamer, 

6a  the  recftpr  of  this  apology  fir  John  Willcs  made  the  followiag 
Ibort  fpeech  in  ojfcn  court,  and  this  very  difiigrecable  alcercatioti 
clolcd. 

^  Alfhoqgh  the  injary  I  received  might  have  required  a  private 
fittt£iQiOBt  yet  at  the  offence  was  of  a  public  nature,  and  offered  to 
the  wbok  cot;rt  of  common  pleas,  as  well  as  myfel^  I  thought  it 
Mrc  coofiAcnt  with  my  charader,  and  the  dignity  of  tbepoQ  which 
t  oave  the  honoor  to  fill,  to  have  fatisfa£tion  in  this  public  manoer; 
and  defire,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  hrothera,  that  it  may  be  vqp* 
llered  in  the  remembrance  office,  as  a  memorial  to  the  prefent  aod 
future  ages,  tint  whofeever  fet  themfelvcs  up  in  oppofition  to  the 
hwit  or  ihinh  tberofelves  above  the  law,  will  in  the  end  find  theoi- 
Iclvei  miflaken,  for  we  may  with  great  propriety  (ay  of  the  law,  aa  of 
truth,  msi^na  t^  et  praualeiiL** 

The  fellovnng  paragraph,  taken  from  one  of  the  periodical  pvhlt* 
#atioaa  of  tht  tittCi  will  lied  prove  the  (Uie  of  the  (aSt,  and  Ihew 
vary  pcrle£Uy  the  true  ihare  fir  John  had  in  countenancing,  as  waf 
fiippofed  perfcaitty^  as  aA  which  cauled  to  much  diftuibance. 

**  Friday,  February  fti,  1746,  was  tried,  at  the  common  pleas,  an 
aHion  of  nlfe  imprifonment,  brought  by  lieutenant  Geo  Fry,  againtt 
fir  Chslooer  Ogle,  when  a  verdid  waa  given  for  the  plaintiff  witb 
1000 1,  damaget;  and  he  has  the  fame  eSidt  of  a£kion  againfl  all  the 
C0urt«martial«  Hit  cafe  is  briefly  thus:  in  1740  he  went  volunteer 
to  Cartbagena,  and  for  bit  gallant  behaviour  general  Wenrworth 
made  him  firft  lieutenant  of  marines;  but  for  reriifing  to  apprehend 
another  lieutenant,  without  a  written  order,  he  was  confined  fourifen 
ttomht,  debarred  pen,  ink  and  p^per,  and  was  fo  cruelly  treated  thai 
it  threw  him  into  an  epileptic  difordcr  and  coBVulfioiis.  Afrer  thia 
die  was  tried  by  a  eourt-niartial  for  rcfufing  to  obey  orders;  and  was, 
on  the  evidence  of  illiterate  people  whom  he  had  /levcr  feen,  (nor  was 
(iifFered  to  crofs  eKamine)  fentcnced  lo  fifteen  years  imprifonment, 
and  to  be  incapable  of  his  majr{ly*i  Icrvice :  he  was  accordingly 
brought  to  the  marftialfca;  but,  on  his  partition  to  the  king,  was,  wtib 
the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  rcflored  to  his  commitTion.'* 

September 
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Seoteonlier  X749y  he  married  the  widow  of  Richaid 
Euioti  of  Port  Elliot,  Cornwall,  efq.  by  whom  he  left  a 
foil,  whe  is  now  marquis  of  Abercom.  in  1 755  he  com« 
puided  tHe  Lancafter,  of  irxty-fix  jguns,  a  Ihip  equipped 
'^  the  early  part  of  that  year  at  Chatham.  This  veflel 
ittviog  afterwards  gone  round  to  Spithead  &  part  of  the 
1^  ira^ament  colleded  there  in  confequence  of  the 
exfeded  rupture  with  France,  captain  Hamilton  was 
happily  drowned,  on  the  1 8th  of  December  in  the 
^jear,  the  boat  haying  overfet  on  its  paflage  from 
pithead  to  the  fliore.  He  fwam  for  the  /pace  of  near 
^ty minutes;  and  while  his  (trength  of  fpeech  furvived 
^  h'ai,  continually  exhorted  his  men  to  refignation,  at 
^  &i»e  time  encouraging  them  to  all  poifible  exertion  of 
toftienflth  to  (ave  their  lives. 

Hard  I ,  Sir  Charles, — was  the  fon  of  the  admiral  of 

^fane  name,  of  whom  we  have  before  given  fome  ac« 

^'Wrt*.    Htving  purfued  the  fteps  of  his  worthy  parentp 

^  betaiken  himielf  to  the  naval  fervice,  he  was,  on  the 

^^of  Aifuft  1741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye, 

^HgunSy  as  fuccenorto  captain  Lumington.     In  this 

^4S  he  was  quickly  afterwards  ordered  to  Carolina, 

^^keiewe  find  him,  in  the  month  of  July  1742 ;  and  im- 

ndhtehr  fubfequent  to  that  time  occupied  in  cruifin^  off 

^  coaft  of  Georgia,  on  which  colony  the  Spaniards  had 

dkStei  a  formidable  defcent.     In  1744  he  commanded 

^Jeriey,  of  iixty  guns;  he  was,  by  commiflion  bearing 

^  June  the  9th,  in  that  year,  appointed  governor  and 

cssunander-in-chief  of  the  illand  of  Newfoundland,  with 

dKport  of  Placentia  and  all  its  dependencies.     Some  of 

die  fhips  undet  his  convoy  having  been  captured  by  the 

eocmy  on  his  return  from  his  government,  at  the  conclu^ 

fii*  of  the  year,  thii  matter  was  ordered  to  be  invefti- 

fKed  by  a  court-martial,  which  was  held  on  the  2d  of 
ebitiaiy  entiling,  and  ended  in  his  honourable  acquittal. 
In  the  month  of  July  following,  he  ftill  continuing 
ctptain  of  the  Jerfey,  we  find  him  to  have  been  concerned 
is  die  following  very  ga1Iau(  exploit,  which  is  thus  re« 


*  See  vol.  iv.  p>b  9.  ct  feq. 
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lated  in  a  letter  from  Lifbon,  officially  publifhed  in  the- 
Gazette,  No.  8457. 

•"  Lifbon;  July  18,  N.  S. 
"  His  Britannick  majefty's  fliip,  which  fell  in  with 
the  French  man  of  war,  called  the  St.  Efprit,  of  feventy- 
four  gnnj,  near  the  Streight's  month,  was  the  Jerfey,  of 
flxty  glins,  captain  Hardy.  The  engagement  lafted  from 
half  an  hour  palt  fix  in  the  evening  till  nine,  when  the 
French  man  of  war  bore  away  on  her  return  to  Cadiz  to 
refit.  We  hear  that  the  St.  Efprit  had  loft  her  forc-maft, 
bolt-fprit,  and  twenty  men  in  the  a£tion." 

We  have  no  fubfequent  information  concerning  him 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war.     In  the  month  of 

July  1749,  we  fii-d  him  to  have  married ,  daughter' 

of  Bartholomew  Tate,  of  Delaprec,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  efq.  During  a  confiderable  part  ot  the 
cnfuing  peace  he  is  erroneoully  faid  to  have  commanded  a  . 
yacht ;  but  we  have  no  certain  information  concerning  him 
till  1755,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  very  honourable 
appointment  of  governor  of  Nevv  York.  On  the  12th  of 
April  in  this  year,  that  being  mort  probably  the  time  when 
he  received  the  commillion  lalt  mentioned,  the  honour  of » 
knighthood  was  annexed  to  it.  In  1756,  being  then 
abfent  at  his  government,  he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  His  commiifion  i>eing  fent  out 
to  him  thither,  he^oifted  his  flag  on  l?oard  the  N ightingale, 
in  that  harbour,  on  the  6th  of  May ;  and  having  aftervirard» 
removed  into  the  Sutlicrland,  of  fifty  guns,  prepared  to  put 
to  fea  with  all  the  Ihips  of  war  he  could  colleft,  as  con- 
voy to  the  fleet  of  victuallers  and  tranfports  intended  to 
convey  lord  Loudon  and  his  troops  to  Halifax,  prepare- 
tory'to  the  intended  attack  on  Louifljurg.  The  admiral 
was  kept  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  for  fome  time,  both  as 
to  the  arrivdl  of  Mr.  Holburne,  who  was  daily  expe£led 
from  England  with  a  formidable  fleet,  and  alfo  the  fituatibn 
as  well  as  force  in  which  the  cncmv  were,  at  the  threat- 
cned  place  of  attack  :  but  two  vcilels  wbich  had  been  dif- 
patchcd  to  reconnoitre  the  TiLigi;ht>iiririg  coail:  having  re- 
turned witiiout  feeing  any  tbin^  (  f  ilic  ciiemv,  (ir  Charles 
helitatcd  no  longer  in  p\jtMnr^  to  (Va  from  San  Jy  Hook, which 
he  did  on  June  20.     lie  iTiived   (ate  at  Hahfax  on  the 
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30th  with  his  who!^  cha're;e,  amoiintinj^  ''the  (hips  of  war, 

which  were  very  fewniiTi/mber,  includedj  to  one  hundred 

and  one  fail.  •*  //•• 

•  •  •    • 

Mr.  Holburne  himfcif  arrivirTg^at  Halifax  on  the  9th 
of  July,  fir  Charles  hoiiied  hiyna:^  as  fccond  in  com- 
mand, on  board  tlu:  Invincible:  b'ill*;Vnojeading  events  of 
the  expedition  we  are  now  treating  of,."?iajring  been  already  - 
noticed  in  the  account  of  the  comrmnder-jn- chief,  it  is 
needlcfs  to  enter  into  any  farther  detail  of  t}ieixr!/.  Having 
refigncd  his  ftation  as  governor  at  the  conclufioHp^tTj^ycar, 
he  returned  to  England,  where,  on  February  7»''*7S'S^Jic 
was  farther  advanced  to  be  rtar-admiral  of  the  *^l\4t^«. 
Having  hoilled  his  flag  on  board  the  Captain,  of  iiXlyy'  J 
eight  guns,  he  was  ordered  a^ain  to  New  York  for  the  puf-  --' 
pofc  of  forwarding  the  ncceirarv  arrangements  previous  to 
the  meditated  renewal  of  an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  the 
fame  quarter  where  it  had  the  prcvcding  year  proved 
unfnccefsfnl.  Mr.  Bofcawcn  having  iollowed  not  long 
afterwards,  fir  Charles  joined  liim  otf  Louifburg  on  the 
i4ih  of  June;  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  cnfuing  night  was 
blown  off  to  fea  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind:  he  returned, 
however,  without  having  exptrienctd  any  difafter.  He 
was  occupied  during  the  remainder  of  the  fiegc,  having 
removed  his  tlaij  ir.to  the  Rovul  William,  irt  block- 
ing  up  the  harbour,  a>>  well  for  the  purpofe  of  fliuiiingup 
five  Ihips  of  the  line  then  in  the  port,  as  preventing 
the  enemy  from  receiving  anv  fupplics.  Sir  Charles  was 
extremely  vigilant;  :mkI,  what  does  not  invarinbly  prove 
the  conftquence  oi  fuch  n:eritorious  ajJ'tiviry,  was  very 
fuccefsful,  all  the  (hips  of  the  line  being  deftroyed*, 
except  the  Bicnfail'unt,  which,  as  we  Ihall  h.trculter  ihew 
in  our  account  ot  captain  Ballour,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  aflaiiants. 


♦  The  Apollo,  of  fifty;  the  Fidvllc,  of  thirty-fix ;  the  Chevrc  and 
the  Bichc,  of  fixtccn  ^uns  each,  were  lunk  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour :  the  Echo,  of  thiriy-iwo  guns,  attempting  to  get  out,  wai 
captured  by  fir  Chailes:  lo  that  of  the  whole  navnl  force  in  the 
hrfibour  at  tlic  time  of  the  i:iv(.r»iturc,  niountinj;  10  five  Ihips  of  the 
Jinc,  one  of  fifty  guns,  four  friuaics,  and  two  corvettes,  the  Comette 
and  Bizarre  friratcs  only  got  olf:  the  laitfr  too  made  her  cfcape  on 
the  very  d;w  the  troops  were  landed,  confcqucntly  before  the  ficge 
could  be  faid  to  be  formed. 
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After  the  well-known  redudion  pf  this  imperMit  p|bce, 
iir  Charles  was  detached,  with'.fbvefi  Ihipsci  tht  lUle  wi 
three  frigates,  to  convoy  fmne  itroops  fcnt  to  Gafpiy  0» 
the  river  St.  Lawrence-;  Xrti  liaving  rejoined  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen  not  long  aftef^^rds,  returned  to  England  with 
him  in  the  monttr.^'/fOdober.  He  arrived  (afe  at  St. 
Helen's  on  the  i^/l'^f  f^ovember,  having  had  n  paiti^  tn4 
inconfiderabl^  flcifmifti  *  with  feven  of  the  eneoiy'f  ibipi 
from  Q;>f^c^which  took  the  advantage  of  the  approachr 
ing  i)i^;|0  decline  any  farther  contefi.  la  S759  hp 
fefve3as*fccond  in  command  of  the  Channel  fleet,  usd^ 
^jSi^it^divard  Hawke,  and  was  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral 
\'^fjht  blue.  He  retained  this  ftation  in  that  very  memo^ 
••^ilible  and  glorious  encounter  with  the  French  fleet  under 
Conflans;  and  is  noticed  in  the  following  terms  by  a  perr 
foD  of  iotelligence,  a  chaplai.-i  of  one  of  the  (hips  wh^ 
ivas  there  alfo.  **  Sir  Charles  Hardy  (he  reports)  ia  th^ 
Union,  with  the  Mars,  Hero,  and  feveral  other  (bipl, 
V^ere  crowding  to  the  admiral's  afliftance,  when  the  retr^H 
pf  the  French,  covered  by  the  obfcurity  of  the  ev^ntn^ 
put  an  end  to  the  engagement.*' 

In  the  following  year  he  was  employed  on  the  AuM 
ftation,  having*  during  a  confiderable  part  of  it,  his  fl|^ 
on  board  the  Mars :  but  the  recent  defeat  having  com* 
pletely  prevented  the  French  fleet  from  putting  to  io!, 
nothing  more  remarkable  is  faid  of  hinh,  than  his  having 
Wen  obliged  to  put  into  port  in  the  middle  of  the  montb 
of  September,  having  fprung  all  his  mads  in  a  heavy  sale 
of  wind.  Having  proceeded  to  fea  in  the  month  of  Ocr 
fober  to  join  his  commander-in-chief  in  the  Bay  of  Bi(cay» 
'be  (hiftcd  his  flag,  on  their  jundlion,  into  his  old  (hip, 
the  Union.  The  year  1761,  during  which  he  retaine4 
the  fame  appointment,  was,  owing  to  the  caufe  already 
fiated,  confumed  in  a  manner  equally  unintereding  witri 
the  preceding,  in  1762  he  remained  on  the  fame llatioa 
commanding  alternately,  with  fir  Edward  Hawket  the 
fquadrons  icationed  ofl^  fired,  which  relieved  each  othei 
fiicceflively,  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  (battered 


t  TIjc  Briufii  force  coofiflcd  of  the  Nanaure,  Royal  William,  1x14 
^jDoibtr  Ibip  of  tbe  iioc,  with  the  fiicnfaifaot  pri^. ' 
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remnant  of  the  French  naval  force.  Indeed,  the  hiftoiy 
of  fir  Charles  is  fo  clofely  implicated  during  this  period 
with  that  of  fir  Edward,  his  fuperior  in  command,  that 
the  hiftory  of  the  former  might  in  great  meafure  fuffict 
for  that  of  the  latter  with  a  mere  change  of  name* 

In  the  month  of  OAober  1762,  he  was  promoted  to  hm 
vice-admiral  of  the  white,  and,  during  the  ihort  remainder 
of  the  war,  was  occupied  as  already  ftated.  After  tht 
conclufion  of  the  peace  he  enjoyed  a  relaxation  from  the 
fatigues  of  public  fervice  :  neither  is  he  particularly  men* 
tioned  even  in  private  life,  except  that,  in  the  noohth  of 
November  1767,  he  was  ohe  of  the  fupporters  of  the 
canopy  at  the  funeral  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
York.  On  the  28th  of  OSober  1770,  he  was  farther 
advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue;  as  he  was  on  the 
'death  of  admical  Holbume,  in  the  following  year,  to  be 
mafter  and  governor  of  Greenwich-hofpital.  In  1 774  he 
was  eleAed  reprefentative  in  parliament  for  the  borouidi 
of  Plymouth ;  but  appeared  in  no  other  light  ms  a  pumc 
charaSer  till  17^79*:  he  was  then,  on  the  refignation  of 
admiral  Keppei,  appointed  admiral  and  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  main  or  Channel  fleet.  Ics  foree  may  be 
thought  formidable  when  flated  at  forty-four  (hips,  of  two 
and  three  decks:  in  this  number,  however,  were  many  in* 
eluded  which  were  extremely  deficient  in  mtn^  as  well  as  in 
other  refpedts  unfit  for  fervice,  from  their  being  juft  rp» 
turned  from  a  foreign  (lation,  and  confequently  much  out 
of  condition.  Thus  was  he  fituated,  when  the  Spanifh 
fleet  from  Cadiz,  having  formed  a  jun£^ion  with  tnat  of 
France,  from  Breft,  entered  the  Britifh  Channel.  Such 
was  their  fuperioritv  of  force  when  united  t,  that  fir 
Charles,  refleSing  the  fate  of  his  country  was,  in  great 
cneafure,  fuppofed  to  be  connected  with  that  of  the  fleet 
under  his  command,  prudently  refolved  to  ad  merely  on 
the  defenfive  inftead  of  riflcing  an  encounter,  which,  if 
unfuccefsful,  would  have  been  produdive,  at  leiift  ofthQ 

I  ■     I  I  ■  ■  .      I  I  I  MM 

*  In  17 7S  he  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  white. 

f  The  following  is  a  very  exaft  and  cotkQ,  lift  of  the  enemy's 
force  at  this  period,  which  never  having  been  publicly  afccri^ined 
with  any  dcj^ree  of  precifion,  cannot  be  Uiought  otberwife  than  ex* 
Cfcmely  canous.— See  annexed  table. 
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pr»len  national  alarm,  if  not  adhiat  tnir-forltine.  The 
•  ivni,  if  noi  glorimis  was  not  unfiTiiinatc.  The  com - 
liiriwl  tii-ets,  aficr  having  ciijnyLd  the  iifcltfs  and  paltry 
piradi-  ol  iravcrfing  ll'c  Channel  for  a  very  (hori  period, 
niilnnii  (ijritii;  lo  inidenake  the  finailefl  enterprize 
woi thy  olvoinmoinoration.rciurned  back  to  iheirown  ports 
wiUi  no  giratcr  aiivanlage  than  ihc  inrign'ificanl  triumph 
ol  not  haiini;  b;'cn  thenifdves  defeated. 

The  tlwl  i<.-tiiinid  low.itds  the  coiicltiliftn  of  the  y«r  into 
poit.aii.H''  inL;ri'tiin.donihea}']>roa>.lioitheenfuingrpring, 
rirt.'h'i!.l.-  I'l-,  iLiu-d  to  rtffijtiK-  111  comn'.iul;  this,  how- 
ever.his  iin'oniinatf,  and  wemavniro  add,  fn'm  the  general, 
thi'  imniital  o|'inion  cntrttaincd  <'f  him  as  a  iriily  braw 
nj)d  Miiiiiiynun.hispri'm-iHiredcaih,  prtwnted  him  from 
rxt.uiuis.  He  di.J  fiiddi-r.lv,  in  an  apopUd:;:  fit,  at 
r.vtfn^ii'h,  on  the  iSthof  May  i-So. 

■\n  il  !o,\.ii;.i;  we  have  more  than  once  before  had 
ivv  ilion  lo  r-.,;ki',  and  pjriU"i:!a;iy  in  the  cafe  of  Matihew 
li'id  A4':::i!.  l^  in  !io  ^alV  inc-:c  ilrongly  aj-p!ii:ab!e  than 
t\e  pn-l'e!5i — I"  avi-,  p:i:ceni,  gj'.iant,  and  enterp rizing, 
vi;!;iir  liic  ini.L.':-.:  o'.tetitntii'us  ciTpiiy  of  his  noble 
mil'iio  —  lyixun:".  n-i'.d,  a~ah'.e,  a:id  i.nteiiigent  —  his 
\ii!ivMv;v;:ijni!e.i  t::e  n;.>;t  pr.v.iird  reflect,  enabling 
hint  to  iv:*  til:.-;  c^\  t'.a\*.  w!  e".  :!  e  ra^e  arJ  prrjiidicc  of 
\\v.U  t'lj/ci  ^«;;:•  a  :r.;\  :-.i.i>'v  i.v.ii:!.- i-haHe,  uithout 
»\.-.;:;i.:  .!'.\\  o  i;.'  ':if.A  :;■..■>;:  i\.rK  rn.:h*r.uioihcmoll 
iMp:i-u>  r.:.'.  .-i    .■.:■..*  ;;\-  :" •.-.-,!,•.:  ^:   "T"-  L'f  rLprehen- 


hlK;-i    Ki".    i..^^.    . 

'..—■■\-<:..-'    ■'";  .:iV;:tdjnt  of 

iV  fX'V  ;.-.-■.  .:   lie 

.:v-,  ;-     .      ;:n.>r.-.e.     He  is 

1.1  .'.  ;  1    .■.:•.   ,..;.:  .  i.   W 

.  ,  V  -  :■  ...    ...\  1.1  r..\i  beer,  ap- 

t.".  ;.'.V.-:.i  :•  N    .^'-  ■.  . 

•m!;   <:'  ;■  N:;  ;-.  i-^i.     We 

V.    ..\.    !      -    ■..■■       -.  .  .•■ 

:  •  li   ..,•.:.;■;.   r  :.>.;  .:;-.ling 

i  Mw  !;.:••  ;,•  :;»:  :iL;r:  v-.-A  on 

(lu.  «.;,  ii,  f.f   i\^v..  a. .-..;:•    iir.     H.  *.i>,  ho«rxer. 

.nrjinU    ifr.-o,.d  t:;:,i 

J                      nc 

oterwniwMJA'^-gBjg 

.  «^^  M    \                   J 

htefflvJ    ^ 

I^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

mt^vxu 

^^^^B^^^^^l 

^^Lui-w 

^^^^^^^^^^H 

^^■VH*  ^-3             -^   I  ' 

KAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.       I05 

ncgleft  of  duty,  all  the  pay  then  due  to  him  ;  but  was  as 
at  the  fame  time  recommended  for  farther  employment  by 
Misjudges.   We  believe  him  to  have  been  a  fliort  time  after- 
"warids appointed  to  the  Woolwich ;  and,  in  April  1744,  to 
have  captured  a  very  valuable  Spanifli  fliip,  called  the  Af- 
^cnfion,  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Vera  Cruz,  carrying  twenty- 
four  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.     On  the 
11th  of  Auguil  foUowinor  he  was  brought  to  a  court-mar- 
^^>  at  Antigua,  for  difobedienc^  of  the  orders  given  him 
oy  the  commander-in-chief,  for  which  offence  he  was  not 
^'^1/  fliarply  reprimanded  by  the  prefideni,  but  was  alfo 
"'^  twelve  months  pay.     We  have  no  proof  of  his  having 
l^?*Vc(i  any  fubfequent  commillion,  but  believe  him  to 
nave  lived  in  retirement  after  the  time  above  ftated.     He 

IX  ^^^^^^^  o"  ^^c  '9^^  of  November  1752. 
"Ore,  Daniel,  —  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1740, 
^^Tlander  of  the  Succefs  firefliip,  one   of  the   Imall 
JJ^'^fS  attached  to  the  fleet  commanded  by  admiral  Vernon. 

j^^^^g*  confequently,  been  concerned  in  the  expeditions  ' 
undertaken  early  in  the  enfuing  year  againfl  Carthagena, 
he  ^a.s,  after  the  alfault  made  on  Fort  St.  Lazar  had  un- 
fortunately  failed,  ordered  to.  command  the  Gallicia,  of 
fixty  giins,  which  had  been  jull  captured  from  the  Spa- 
niards, in  whofe  fervice  Ihe  had  been  the  flag-lhip  of  Don 
JJlais,  their  admiral.     This  veifel  was  fitted  up  as  a  float- 
ing battery  by  MF,  Vernon's  orders,  and  warped  as  clofc 
to  the  walls  of  Carthagena  as  poflible  on  the  night  of  the 
^S^"^   of  April ;    being   intended   as   an   experiment    for 
^hcpurpofe  of  convincing  the  general,  that  any  diverfion 
attempted  by  the  fleet  would  have  been  produdive  of  no 
real  advantage. 

Although  the  conclufions  drawn  from  the  little  fuccefs 

attending  this  projed^,  arc  deemed  by  many  pcrfons  far 

from  being  pofitivc  evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  the 

adiniral  infiited  on,   all  accounts  uniformly  beftow  the 

pcatcft  praife  on  the  condudl  and  gallantry  of  captain 

Bore,    No  fhip,  fay  the  hiftorians  who  have  recorded  this 

tfafliadion>  could  be  brought  nearer,   nor  could  any  fire 

(le  more  regularly  and  clofcly  kep:  up,  than  by  the  officers 

aiid/isamen  on  board  this  (hip,  which  fuflained  tht^  can- 

jiofiade  from  three  badions  an  half  moon,  and  a  ravelin, 

bfm  five  in  the  morning  till  near  twelve  at  noon,  with- 

^  out 
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4M  the  fmalleft  intermiflfioii  or  diminutioii.  Thr  ihio 
l|pd»  by  the  time  juft  mentioned,  receired  fo  much 
dMiiege  as  to  render  it  oxtremely  dangerous  for  her  to 
continue  the  attack ;  and  the  admiral,  fuppofing  the  moft 
incredulous  woulcl  be  iatisfied  with  the  experiment  already 
■lade,  fent  orders  to  captain  Hoie  to  cut  his  cables  and 
fiifler  the  veifel  to  drive  oflF  from  the  town  with  the  Tea 
breeze.  He  accordingly  obeyed,  but  kept  his  broadfide 
to  the  town,  on  which  he  continued  to  fire  till  the  veiFcl 

Kunded  on  a  flioal^;  a  circumftance,  if  report  fays  true, 
t  was  rather  fortunate  for  the  crew,  forit  was  generally 
believed,  if  that  bad  not  been  the  cafe,  that  the  inip  mvft 
othsrwife,  in  confequence  of  the  number  of  (hot  received 
in  her  hull,  have  quickly  foundered  at  her  anchors. 
Captain  Hore,  in  confequence  of  the  neat  fpirit  he 
'  'difplayed  on  the  foregoing  verv  tiying  occauon,  was  pro* 
iiioied,  on  the  Aifl  of  April,  N.o.  to  be  captain  ol  the 
Ltidlow  Caftle,  of  forty  guns;  other  accounts  fav  the 
Deffanee,  a  fourth  rate,  of  f)xty  guns :  but  this  fbip  we 
believe  him  not  to  have  been  appointed  toin  the  firll  in- 
ftance,  but  to  have  been  removed  into  not  long  after- 
wards. He  remained  on  the  Wed  India  fbtion  for  fome 
time ;'  but  is  not  particularly  noticed,  except  as  having 
been,  in  the  month  of  September  174.3,  the  happy  means 
of  preferving  near  an  hundred  and  fifjy  of  the  crew  be* 
IlNiffing  to  the  Tilbiify,  of  fixty  guns,  which  accidentally 
.took  fire  oflPNavaffa.  He  did  not  long  remain  in  the 
Defiance,  and  afterwards  commanded  the  Canterbury ;  in 
which  (hip  he  arrived  at  Louifburs;  on  the  nth  of  Sep- 
temker  i  and  immediately  afterwards  obtained  leave  from 
tear-admiral  Knowles  to  quit  that  (hip  and  return  to 
England  on  account  of  his  ill  health.  It  is  (bted,  but 
without  any  tnnh,  by  an  anonymous  publifher  of  naval 
anecdotes,  that  captain  Hore  was  appointed  to  the  Lark, 
by  Mr.  Knowles,  in  174.8,  he  being  at  th|it  time  com- 
mander^in-chief  at  Louifburg,  Mr.  Crook(hanks,  her 
ibraiep  captain,  being  under  fufpenfion. 

No  other  information  relative  to  captain  Hore  has 
come  to  oMf  knowledge,  except  that  he  was  put,  in  1756, 
on  the  fiipcrannuatcd  lift,  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 

*  Where  (he  inmediately  afterwards  filled,  and  was  dcfiroyei* 

rear* 
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icar-admiral,  in  which  ftation  and  honourable  retirement, 
hcdied  in  England  on  the  25th  of  June  1762. 

Lake*  Thomas,— -was»  on  the  2d  of  December  17419 
appointed  captain  of  the  Tartar  pink.  He  afterwards, 
thoi^h  for  a  ihort  time  only,  commanded  the  Exeter,  of 
fixty  guns;  but  quitted  that  (hip  when  ordered  foon  after<* 
wanls  to  the  Eaft  Indies. In  1747  he  himfelf  proceeded 
thither  under  the  orders  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  being  at 
that  time  captain  of  the  Deptford,  a  fourth  rate.  No  parti* 
culaf  mention  is  made  of  him  during  this  expedition, 
which  he  did  not  long  furvive,  dying,  very  foon  after  his 
return  to  England,  on  the  15th  of  April  1750. 

LATON,  Sheldrake««^We  find  no  mention  made  of 
this  gentleman  tilFthe  25th  of  Augufl  1741,  when  he  wag 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  tlamborough  frigate :  we 
'  oeverthelefs  believe  him  to  have  been,  for  a  coafiderabie 
time  previous  to  that  appointment,  commander  of  a  floop 
of  war.  He  did  not  long  continue  in  the  Fiamborough^ 
being  fucceeded  in  that  command  by  captain  Hamar,  on 
the  aid  of  Odober  following.  We  have  not  been  able 
to  cdleA  any  other  information  relative  to  him  in  the 
liaeof  fervice^,  from  which  he  altogether  retired  in  1756^ 
being  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  hal^ 
pay  at  a  rear- admiral.  He  lived  afterwards  in  Norfolk, 
where  he  died,  miKh  lamented  by  all  who  had  ever  en* 
joyed  the  fatisfadion  of  his  acquaintance,  and  knew 
confequently  his  general  worth,  on  the  aad  of  April 
1776. 

LONG,  Charles,  —  was,  on  the  13th  of  May  1741, 

S pointed  captain  of  the  Chefter,  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns. 
5  was  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where 
be  ierved  unde^  Mr.  Mathews  t  during  the  memorable  en* 

counter 


•r-^ 


Except  that  we  believe  hirn  to  have  been  in  commifllion  diinn|^ 
irly  the  whole  war;  and  find  him,  in  1746,  one  of  the  memberg 
of  the  coort-martial  aflembled  for  the  trial  of  the  admiraU,  Machewa 
aodXcaock. 

i  We  find  the  following  erroneous  memorandum  coiKernjog  cap^ 
tain  Long :  **  The  laft  letters  from  admiral  Matbewa  nieotioo,  thM 
tmrnodoFt  Long,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  had  anchored  at  the  rooutb  cf 
titf  Tyber,  where  he  bad  not  ooly  ifEiicd  prince  Lobkowiu  wiih  iipua 

fifCM 
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ooanter  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off*  Toulon  $. 
but  having  been  ibitioned  as  captain  of  the  Ruflel,  of  eighty 
guns,  fecond  aftern  of  Mr.  Leftock,  was  not  adually 
.engaged.  The  Namurc,  in  which  Mr.  Mathews  had 
hoiftcd  his  flag,  being  much  difabled,  he  fliifted  it^  when 
the  firing  cealed,  into  the  RuiTeU  which  is  the  only  ma*  * 
terial  circumftance  we  can  coIle£t  relative  to  Mr.  Long 
on  that  memorable  occaflon.  He  continued  on  the  fame 
.ftation  while' he  remained  in  fervice,  being  afterwards 
jemoved  into  the  Royal  Oak,  as  fucceilbr  to  captain 
Williams^  who  was  fent  to  England  for  trial.  Mr.  Long 
unhappily  pofieiTed  a  mod  ilrange  and  ungovernable 
temper,  a  violent  and  truly  unwarrantable  difplay  of  which 
bamflied  hini  the  fervice.  The  circumftances  related  to  us 
mfe^  that  having  been  detached  by  admiral  Medley,  the  com* 
mander-in-chief,  on  fome  fervice  of  no  great  confeqaence, 
Jie  made  a  (ignal  for  one  of  the  fhips  under  his  orders  to 
iend  a  boat  on  bdiard  him  with  a  lieutenant,  others  (ay  with 
the  captain  himfelf.  There  was  a  frefli  breeze  of  wind 
which  carried  the  ihips  ahead  very  fa(l;  and  captain  Long 
having  never  brought-to  for  the  boat,  it  was  not  without 
the  mod  laboured  and  difficult  exertions  that  the  officer 
could  get  on  board. 

,  The  officer  accordingly  expodulated,  but  in  very 
decent  and  proper  terms.  It  however  irritated  captain 
Long  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that,  not  content  with  ufing 
language  very  unbecoming  any  gentleman,  particularly  in 
his  ftation,  he  drew  his  fwoid  upon  his  vifitor ;  and,  but  that 
his  opponent  poflefl'ed  more  prudence  and  propriety  of 
conduct  than  himfelf,  would  have  provoked  him  to  a  dueL 
Mr.  Long  was  brought  to  a  court- martial,  by  Mr.  Medley^ 
for  this  notorious  breach  of  order  and  difcipline,  and  was> 
certainly  not  undefervedly,  difmiflcd  the  fervice  on  the 
l6ih  of  September  1 746.  He  rcfide^  for  a  confiderable* 
part  of  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadocs, 
/fnddied  in  England  on  the  4th  of  Augiirt  1761,  retaining 
to*  the  lateft  moment  of  his  life  tlic  fame  violence  of 

ffcrci  of  cannon  for  a  battery,  but  was  alio  to  take  fome  of  his  troops 
te  board  the  (bips  under  his  command." 

N.  B.  He  certainly  did  not  command  the  Ruffi'l  at  the  above 
tine,  captain  Robert  Long  being  then  in  that  fliip,  and  the  coinjno»> 
4orc  9icntioned  by  Mr.  Mathews. 

6  temper^ 
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temper, and  exclaiming  in  the  mod  vehement  terms  againft 
thofe,  whofe  cool  deliberate  judgement  decided  on  his 
difmiflion. 

LOVET,  John, — was  appointed  captain  of  the  Nep- 
tune, a  fecond  rate  of  9ognns,  under  commodore  Leftock,' 
on  November  i6,  1741.  He  failed  immediately  afterwards 
for  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  retained  the  fame  (latiml 
feme  time ;  and  is  erroneouHy  dated,  in  fome  few  accounts, 
to  haveafted  as  Mr.  Leftock's  captain  in  the  well-known 
encounter  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets.  But  this 
1$  a  very  manifcft  millakc,  he  having,  on  that  occafion, 
commanded  the  Kingllon  of  (ixty  guns,  the  rear-lhip  of* 
Mr.  Rowley's  diviiion,  and  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
officers  who  carried  his  (hip  into  a6lion  with  the  moft 
becoming  fpirit.  He  remained  on  the  Mediterranean 
ftation  fome  confiderable  time  afterwards,  as  we  find  him 
one  of  the  officers  compofing  the  court-martial  affembled, 
for  the  trial  of  captain  R.  Norris,  at  Port  Mahon,  on  the 
I  ft  of  January,  I74v  His  name,  however,  docs  not 
otherwife  occur  in  the  fcrvice;  nor,  indeed,  do  we  find 
any  proof  of  his  having  held  any  commiflion  after  his 
return  to  England.  He  died  on  the  20th  of  February 
1758. 

NORTHESK,  George  Carnegie,  Earl  of,  —  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  David,  fourth  earl  of  Northeflc,  and- the' 
lady  Margaret,  daughter  of  James,  lord  Burntiflandi  and 
Margaret,  countcfs  of  Wemyfs.  George,  of  whom  we 
are  fpeaking,  fucceeded  to  the  title  on  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother,  David,  June  the  23d,  1741  :  he  was  at  that 
time  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  a  ftation  he  had  filled,  with 
the  highcft  credit  to  himfelf,  for  fevcral  years.  We  find 
him  particularly  mentioned  as  lieutenant  of  the  Dragon, 
•linder  Mr.  Barnet,  who  appears  to  have  entertained  for 
him  an  high  degree  of  friendfllip  and  attachment,  which 
ended  not  but  with  the  death  of  fo  able  an  ii.ftruftor  and 
advifer.  His  lordftiip  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
Biddeford  frigate  on  the  25th  of  Auguft,  1741.  In  the 
month  of  March  1742,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Loo,  of 
forty  guns.  This  fliip  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
cruifers  ftationed  off  Cape  Finifterre,  in  which  fervice  he 
was  employed  in  the  month  of  June  ;  and  having  received 
intelligence^  of  a  ftnall  privateer  having  put  into  Porta 

Nova, 
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Kafa»  he  refelved  to  tourfue  her  thither ;  hut  the  jegem  v»  mi 
diftoveriDg  him,  ran  highet  up  the  titer  tiuin  his  Umdnp 
could  venture  to  purfue.  it  becoming  calm  h6  tni 
obliged  to  anchor  near  the  town^  where  he  Is^aded  foioe 
mesy  and  difmounted  four  guns  that  were  on  a  batterjr 
titore*  Putting  to  Tea  from  theiice  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  nneet  the  Detil  Caftle  frigate  on  the  7th  of  July ; 
'  and  having  information  that  feveral  veflcb  were  then  in 
the  harbour  of  Vigo,  which  tiras  not  fai*  diftaAt,  thej  both 
flood  in  to  the  river  and  afichored  before  th6  town,  whero 
they  made  prizes  of  four  veflek,  two  of  which  they  bumt^ 
beittg  Uehiy  and  not  having  their  fails  on  board. 

Inis Tittle  enfererize  reledect  the  greateft  honour bodt 
Oft  his  lordfhip  ana  captain  Elton  who  fupported  him,  as 
a  very  fpitited  refiftance  was  made  by  the  enemy^  who 
kpt  up  an  escceeding  briflc  fire  front  the  (hore^  as  well  oir 
Ae  fliipa  tbemfelvesy  as  the  boats  which  were  employed 
in  cutting  the  veflels  out.  All  that  was  pbffiUe  for  gat 
^laotry  and  good  condud  to  effed  being  earned  into  exe* 
<Mio»y  his  lordAip  agun  put  to  (ea;  and  leamii^  or  the 
lOth  that  the  privateer  he  had  before  |)urAied:  into  Porta 
Hftrm  ftill  remained  there,  he  ran  in  and  okme  to  an 
anchor  under  the  ifland  of  BIydones,  where,  havinfl[  pot 
OMi  of  his  lieutenants  with  fixty  mien,  and  two  of  the 
Aif*i  fix-poniiders,  oft  board  one  of  the  veflebcaptined  af 
VigD^  he  diijpafcbed  her  up. the  river  in  fearch  of  the 
enemy*  He  unhappily  did  not  expericfnce  duit  foccefir 
ajoft'  truly  dbe  to  hts-ditigence  «id  jpbrfevering  fpirit ;  fy 
dnC  no  other  injury  firas  cfone  to  the  foe;  than  by  chacinff  on: 
ikcfo  and  burning:  a  fmall  veflel  of  inconfideraUe  vuue^ 
together  withdeftrbying  a  fmall  town,fFom  whenceanunr- 
bev  of  ^etty  privateers  Had  been  eqiripped,  and  had  beeai 
ao^ftomea  occafionaliy  to  take  refuge.  * 

Hit  lord Aip  was,  immetftately  after  his  return  toEns^* 
bad,  promoted  to  the  Frefton,  of  fifty  guns :  but  in  thir 
commaad  we  find  no  particular  mention  made  of  him'  tilt 
thd  year  1744,  when,  in  the  month  of  May,  he  failed  for 
the  £a(l  Indies  under  the  orders  of  hi^  former  friend  and 
inftruAor,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  :^ppiication  of  fiich  a 
teitny  cortimodore  Barnet !  The  leading  naval  tranfac- 
tkms^  even  thofe  where  his  lordihip  was  more  pafri* 
Gubily  concerned,  which  took  place  as  well  during  the 
4  Xhort 
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fliort  dmethat  gentleman  lived  to  enjoy  the  command^  as 
under  his  immediate  fucceflfori  Mr.  Peyton,  have  beeft 
already  (lated  at  length  in  their  different  memoirs*. 
Suffice  it  therefore  to  lay,  his  behaviour  on  all  occaflons"^ 
was  produdive  of  every  advantage  to  his  countrjr  that 
could  be  eflFe&ed  by  his  fituation  and  the  force  of  the 
fhip  he  cbmnunded,  as  well  as  of  allpoflible  honour  to 
himfelf.  We  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  make  this 
Ihort  reauirk,  merely  on  account  of  the  clamour  veiy 
unjudly  raifed  by  many  againft  Mr«  Peyton,  and  the 
officers  under  his  command,  of  whom,  as  we  have  juft 
ftated,  his  lordlbip  was  one,  though  he  appears  to  have 
been  happily  exempt,  even  from  the  undelerved  obloquy 
under  which  the  commodore  himfelf  fell. 

His  lordfliip  returned  to  Europe  about  the  year  174S, 

and    is    not   particularly    mentioned    for   fome    years^ 

except  as  having,  in  I7S59  commanded  the  Orfoi>d,  of 

feventy  guns,  then   fittting  out  in  the   Medway,   bus 

rcfigned  the  command  on  account  of  ill  health.     In  the 

following  year  he  wais  advanced  to  be  rear*admiral  of 

the  blue,  as  he  was,  in  the  year  1758,  to  be  rear  of  die 

white :  but  having  never  accepted  of  any  comnxand  after 

his  promotion  from  the  lift  of  private  captains,  we  can  only 

lament  having  nothing  mor6  to  record  of  a  nobleman^ 

pofleifinghis  lordlhip's  acknowledged  abilities  and  worthy 

than  the  mere  date  of  his  different  advancements,  through 

the  rank  of  a  flag  ofGcer,  till  he  at  lad  attained  to  that  of 

admiral  of  the  white.     In  1759  he  v/as  made  vice^admi-* 

ral  of  the  blue;  in  1762  of  the  white;  on  the  28th  of 

Odober,  1770,  admiral  of^the  blue;  and  admiral  of  the 

i^hite  in  1778.     This  noble  perfon,  not  more  ilhillrious 

for  hi;  noble  birth  than  for  his  manifold  virtues,  died  in 

an  advanced  age,  at  his  feat  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  on 

^  22d  of  January,  1792.     He  married  Anne,  daughter 

to  the  carl  of  Lcven,  by  whom  he  left  a  fon,  William^ 

BOW  earl  of  Northcfk,  a  captain  in  the  navy,  of  whom 

h^eaftcr. 

PEERS,  James. — The  firft,  and  nearly  fole  informa- 
^0  we  have  of  this  gemleman  is,  that^  on  the  2d  of  Fe« 
l>niiry,  1 741,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the 
FoHcy,  ot  forty«guns ;  on  what  particular  ftarions  of  firr- 

•  Vol.  IT.  p.  ft  19.    Vol.  r.  p. 
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tices  he  was  employed  we  know  not,  nor  have  we  Been 
able  to  collect  any  other  particulars  concerning  him, except 
that   he   died  in  England   on  the   26th   of  November, 

1746. 

PHILPOT,  Thomas,— was,  towards  the  end  of  the. 
year  1740,  promoted  frorfi  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be 
commander  of  the  Furnace  bomb-ketch,  a  v'elTel  we  find 
to  have  been   ftationed  at  Yarmouth  in  the  month   of 
February  1741^  on  what  particular  fervice  or  occafio<? 
does  not  appear.     On  the  5th  of  March  in  the  fame  year 
he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lynn;  but  did  not 
long  enjoy  this  advancement,  dying  on  the  13th  of  Ma** 
following. 

PYE,  Sir  Thomas, — is  an  officer  who,  with  fome  few 
others,  affords^  as  we  have  before  remarked,  an  examplof 
of  the  pofTibility  of  paffing  through  life,  and  attaining  the 
highef^  rank  in  the  fervice,  without  the  happinefs  ot  ex 
periencing  a  fingle  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf, 
except  by  thofe  qualities  which  are  little  valued  by  the 
million,  though  highly  to  be  regarded  and  honoured  by 
the  difcerning.     1  he  firft  mention  we  find  made  of  this 
gentleman  is,  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  port  captain, 
awd  appointment  to  the  Seaford,  a  new  frigate  of  twenty- 
four  guns,   newly  launched  at  Shoreham,  on  April   13, 
1741.     He  continued  in  this  (hip,  having  in  the  interim 
fcrved  for  a  (hort  time  on  the  Mediterranean   ftation, 
where  he  removed  into  the  Norfolk  on  the  refignation  of 
the  honourable  John  Forbes,   late  admiral  of  the  fleet. 
"We  find   him  continuing  there   on  the    ift  of   Janu- 
ary,   I745»    and    at    that    time    one    of   the    members 
.01  the  court-martial  convened,  at  Port  Mahon^  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Richard  Norris.     No  other  mention  is 
made  of  this  gentleman  till  the  year  1748,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Norwich;  and  in  the  following  year 
was  removed  into  the  Humber,  a  fliip  of  forty  guns*,  in 
which,  or  the  Gofport,  a  veflel  of  the  fame  force  to  which 


*  But  before  he  failed  we  find  him,  in  the  month  of  July,  one  of 
the  mcmbeis  of  the  court-martial,  held  for  the  purpofc  of  trying  the 
ttutiaeers  on  board  the  Cheflcr^dd. 

he 
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he  was  appointed  in  1751,  he  was  ordered  to  the  coaft  of 
<Juinea,  Soon  after  his  return  from  thetice  he  was,  ia 
the  month  of  February  1752,  promoted  to  the  Advice,  of 
fifty  gunSy  and  fent  out  to  the  Weft  Indies, as  commodore  oa 
that  (tation,  and  fuccefTor  to  Mr.  Hoiburne.  He  continued 
there  till  fuperceded  by  commodore  Frankland  in  1756* 
He  was  extremely  ill-treated  by  that  e^entleman,  who  very 
capricioufly,  and)  indeed,  ridiculoufly  reprimanded  him 
for  not  bawling  down  his  broad  diflinguifliing  pendant  at 
foon  as  ever  he  had  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a  fenior 
^officer  as  his  fnccelTor. 

Not  contented  with  this  extravagant  and  oftentatiouf 
difplay  of  his  fuperior  authority,  he  charged  Mr.  Pye  with 
having  verv  improperly  condemned  the  Advice  as  unfit  for 
fervice.  '  To  prove  the  truth  of  this  allegation,  he  himfelf 
went  to  fea  in  that  (hip  for  a  ihort  cruize ;  but  the  dxdreft 
it  underwent,  and  the  narrow  efcape  the  crew  had 
foon  afterwards,  when  on  their  return  to  England,  (Irong^jr 
contributed,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  to  prove  the 
propriety  of  Mr.  Pye's  condudt,  and  the  want  not  only  of 
candour,  but  of  judgement  alfo  in  Mr.  Ffaolcland. 
Mr.  Pye  however  came  home  under  a  cloud,  anB 
was  brought  to  a  court-martial,  which  was^held  at  Portf* 
tnouth  about  the  end  of  February  1758  ;  the  deciftotv  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  particulars  of  the  charge,  are  thus 
related  in  a  letter  from  thence,  dated  March  the  4th. 

*«  The  court-martial  on  commodore  Pye  ended  thi^ 
day.  He  was  charged  with  mal-pra6iices  in  the  nia- 
nagement  of  his  command  abroad :  but  the  court  acquitted 
him  of  that  part  of  the  accufation  preferred  againft  hioiy 
and  only  reprimanded  him  for  ncgledl,  through  which  the 
naval  officer  had,  by  miftake,  charged  200 1.  fterling  for  a 
fchooner,  which  he  purchafed  there  for  aool.  currency. 
He  was  alfo  reprimanded  for  having  interfered  in  the 
purchafe  of  naval  (lores,  a  proper  officer  in  that  depart- 
ment being  then  on  the  fpot.'* 

This  difagreeable  affair  occafioned  Mr.  Pye  to  lofe  his 
regular  turn  of  promotion  to  the  rank  of  flag  officer  ;  nor 
Was  he,  after  the  decifion  of  the  court-martial,  advanced 
to  the  (tation  he  would  regularly  have  held  had  it  not  been 
for  his  fufpenfion.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  good 
deal  of  management  in  this  bulinefs,  xnanagemeiat  to  be 
Vol.  V.  H  attpjb«it«d 
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'  tttributcd  to  lord  Anfon,  and  intended  for  thcvpurpofc  of 
keeping  fir  C.  Saunders  his  fenior  on  the  lift  of  admirals, 
though  junior  to  him  as  a  private  captain .  This  end  being 
notably  accompliOied,  and  the  buiinefs  arranged  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Pye  was,  on  the. 8th  of  July,  1758,  advanced 
to  DC  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  never,  we  believe,  had 
Any  command  during  the  war.  He  was,  neverthelefs, 
advanced  in  the  following  year  to  be  rear  admiral  of 
the  white;  and,  in  1760,  to  be  rear  of  the  red.  In  I762he 
■was  farther  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
appointed  to  command,  in  1764,  as  port-admiral  at  Ply- 
mouth. After  fomc  continuance  thdre  he  was  once  more 
fent  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  ftation.  He  continued  there 
during  the  time  ufually  allotted  for  the  duration  of  fuch 
commands*;  and  foon  after  his  return,  that  is  to  fay  on 
the  28ih  of  Oftober,  1770,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and  fent  out  commander-in-chief 
early  in  the  following  year,  of  the  fmall  fquadron  then 
flationed  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  his  return  to 
England  he  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  at 
Portfmouth ;  and  holding  that  ftation  in  the  month  of 
June  1773,  at  the  time  his  prefent  majefty  made  his  firft 
excurfion  thither,  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  him  on 
board  the  Barfleur.  On  the  25th  of  that  month  he  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  knighthood  under  the  royal  ftandard, 
and  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  command  by  fir  James  Douglas,  after  hav- 
ing retained  it  the  time  ufiially  allotted  to  it;  and  again 
refumed  it  as  fucceflTor  to  ilr  James,  after  the  expiration 
of  a  period  of  the  fame  duralion. 

In  1778  he  was  raifed  to  be  admiral  of  the  white,  and 
afled  as  prefident  of  the  coiirt-mariial,  held  at  Portfmouth 
for  the  trial  of  admiral  Keppcl.  It  is  certainly  no 
fmall  matter  of  praife,  or  flendcr  proof  of  his  worth,  that 
at  a  time  when  parties  ran  to  fuch  an  extravagant  height 
m  their  cenfurcs,  and  difff^rent  modes  of  exprelling  their 
dinikc,hiscondu6l  was  fo  truly  impartial  and  honourable  in 
that  delicate  fitiiation,  as  not  to  afford  the  finalleft  ground 
or  opportunity  of  difapprobatioii  from  either  parly.  He 
retained  his  command,  which  rather  refembles  a  civil  than 
a  warlike  appointment,  during  the  continuance  of  hoflili- 
ties,  and  is  univerfally  reported  tp  have  been  a  man  moft 

^^^^^m  *i.        -■  ^         m        >   m  ii^  ■■■»■■■    m^^^m^  m  ■     ^       !■■—       —    ■  ■■■■^  --■  ^^  -  ■—-■■> 

•  Having  bis  flag,  in  1769,  on  board  the  Lark  frigate. 

eminently 
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eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  duties  of  that  ftation,  which, 
though  it  may  not  require  thofe  more  brilliant  and  (hining 
points  which  are  neceiTary  to  conftiiute  the  charafler  of^e 
warrior  and  the  hero,  certainly  demands  the  moft  folid  abili- 
ties and  fedulous  attention.  After  the-  concluHon  of  the 
war  he  pafied  the  (hort  remainder  of  his  days  in  retire- 
ment, but  did  not  long  enjoy  that  relaxation  from  the 
fatigues  of  public  fervice,  dying  in  London  during  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1785. 

ROGERS,  Sir  Frederic,  —  was  the  fon  of  fir  John 
Rogers,  baronet,  rcprefentative  in  parliament,  during 
three  fucceflive  fefllons,  and  alfo  recorder  for  the  town 
of  Plymouth,  by  Mary  his  lady,  daughter  of  fir  Robert 
Henly,  of  the- Grange,  in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
knight.  The  firfl:  information  we  have  of  this  gentle- 
man, as  a  naval  officer,  is,  that  on  the  2d  of  December,, 
1 741,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridge  water 
frigate.  He  was  employed  in  this  (hip  as  a  cruifer;  but 
we  do  not  find  any  particular  mention  made  concerning 
him  till  twelve  months  afterwards,  when  the  following 
relation  is  inferted  in  the  Gazette,  No.  8182.  Dated 
Whitehall,  December  25. 

'*  On  the  7th  inftant,  in  latitude  49.  50.  Scilly  bearing 
E.  half  N.  diflant  63  leagues,  his  majefty's  fliip  the 
Bridgcwatcr,  commanded  by  captain  Rogers,  fell  in  with 
a  Spanifh  privateer  at  half  part  nine  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, the  enemy  being  to  windward  bore  down  upon  the 
Bridgewater :  captain  Rogers  kept  clofe  upon  a  wind 
under  double-reefed  top-fails  and  courfes.  At  eleven 
o'clock  the  privateer  hoillcd  an  Engliih  enfign,  and  fired 
a  (hot  at  the  Bridgewater;  whereupon  captain  Rogers 
hoirted  a  Dutch  enfign,  hauled  up  his  main-fail,  and 
backed  his  main-top-fail ;  but  finding  foon  afterwards  that 
the  privateer  made  fail  from  him, he  hauled  down  the  Dutch 
enfign,  hoirtcd  Englifli  colours  and  gave  her  a  broadfidc. 
Upon  this,  the  privateer  llruck  her  Englifh  enfign,  and 
iioirting  Spaniih  colours  made  all  pofllblc  fail  from  the 
Bridgewater,  at  the  fame  time  firing  her  ftern-chacc  guns. 
Captain  Rogers  made  fail  afier  her,  and  plyed  her  with 
his  bow-chace  guns  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  he 
came  up  with  her  and  gave  her  another  broadfide,  which 
(he  returned ;  but  captain  Rogers  then  finding  that  (he 
ihot  from  him,  deferred  firing  any  more  till  he  got  clofe 

Ha  up 
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up  with  her.  About  nin^,  being  clofe  under  her  Ice*- 
quarter,  he  gave  her  another  broadfide,  and  a  difciiarge 
o{  fmall  arms,  which  compelled  her  to  call  for  quarter. 
She  is  called  the  Santa  la  Rita,  alias  £1  Neptuno;  carrfcs 
one  hundred  and  forty  men,  with  eighteen  carriage  and 
eight  fwivel  guns. — N.  B.  The  Bridgewater  was,  in  point 
of  force,  in  no  degree  fuperior  to  the  enemy." 

Very  little  other  interelting  mention  is  made  of  this 
gentleman.  The  circumftances  which  have  come  to  our 
knowledge  are,  that,  during  the  fummer  of  the  year  1744, 
he  commanded  the  Dover,  of  forty  guns,  and  was  princi- 

Eilly  employed  in  convoying  to  and  fro  the  Baltic  fleet, 
eforc  the  end  of  the  fcafon  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain 
of  the  Maidftone,  of  fifty  guns  :  he  is  faid  by  fome  to 
have  afterwards  commanded  the  Prince  Frederic,  but  ol 
this  circumibmce  we  are  not  certain  ;  and  if  really  a  fad, 
hQ  could  not  have  obtained  that  commiflion  till  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  war.  In  the  month  of  February  1753, 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Vanguard,  of  fcventy  guns,  a 
{uardlhip  at  Plymouth,  but  did  not  long  retain  that  (ta* 
tion,  having  quitted  the  line  of  aaive  fervicc  in 
November  following,  on  being  appointed  commidloner 
of  the  navy,  refident  at  the  port  laft- mentioned*.  He 
continued  to  fill  this  office  with  the  higheft  credit  till  the 
year  1775,  and  then  retired  with  the  ufual  penfion  granted 
on  fuperannuation.  He  did  not  long  furvivc,  dying  at 
his  feat  in  Devon(hire  on  the  9th  of  June  1777. 

SAUNDERS,  Sir  Charles. —  This  brave  and  excellent 
officer,  to  whom  fortune  was  particularly  munificent  in 
affording  him  numerous  opportunities  of  acquiring  re- 
nown by  difplaying  that  gallantry  he  naturally  pofreflTed, 
entered  at  a  very  early  age  into  the  naval  fervice. 
After  paffing  through  the  more  fubordinate  ibtion  and 
attaining  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  he  was,  at  the  particular 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Anfon,  appointed  to  ferve  on 
board  the  Centurion  in  that  capacity,  when  that  (hip  was 
ordered  to  be  equipped  tor  tho  well-known  expedition  t^ 
^he  South   Seas.      Captain   Kidd,  of  the   Pearl   frigate, 


•  By  the  death  of  his  elder  brotlicr,  fir  John  Rogers,  on  the  soth 
o*  December  17^3,  he  fuccecdLcl  ic  the  title  of  baronet. 
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(lying  at  fea,  on  the  laft  day  of  January,  when  the  fqim- 
dron  was  on  its  paifage  to  port  St.  Julian,  captain  Cheapo 
of  the  Trial  floop,  was  promoted  to  the  Wager  ftorefhip^ 
as  fucceifor  to  4  aptain  Murray,  advanced  to  the  Pearl, 
and  Mr.  Saunders  was  appointed,  his  fucceflbr  by  the 
commodore.  He  was  at  that  time  daiigeroiifly  ill  of  a 
fever  on  board  the  Centurion ;  and,  in<|onfequence  of  the 
opinion  of  the  furgeons  that  it  would  be  txtretpcly  ha- 
zardous to  remove  him  in  the  condition  he  then  was,  Mr. 
Anfon  gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Saumarez,  who  had  become 
his  firfl  lieutenant  on  the  promotion  ju(l  fiated,  to  a£^  m 
temporary  commander  of  the  floop  till  the  recovery  of 
Mr.  Saunders  (hould  enable  him  to  undertake  the  charge 
himfelf. 

This  was  not  long  afterwards  the  cafe :  and  captain 
Saunders  had  immediately  to  encounter  a  fcries  of  dangers 
and  diftrefles  in  his  paflage  round  Cape  Horn,  the  melao- 
choly  detail  of  which  has  been  already  given  at  focne 
length  in  our  account  of  lord  Anfon,  and  may  com- 
pletely lave  us  from  the  difagreeable  talk  of  again  id- 
coimting  them. 

We  (Jball  content  ourfelves  therefore  with  briefly  noiid- 
ing,  that  ere  the  Trial  reached  the  iiland  of  Juan  F<tr- 
nandez,  flie  had  buried  nearly  one-half  her  crew ;  thofe 
who  dill  remained  alive  were  in  the  moft  infirm  and  dd- 
plorable  ftate;  fo  that  captain  Saunders,  his  lieutenant 
and  three  men,  were  the  only  perfo«is  that  could  be  faid  to 
be  capable  of  enduring  the  fatigues  neceflfarily  attendant 
on  navigating  and  working  the  vcIFcl.  Such  was  their 
condition  v\hen  they  reached  this  hofpitable  though  unin- 
habited fpot,  where  ihey  found  the  commodore  had  arrived 
two  days  before. 

The  crew  having  in  great  mcafiire  recovered  from  the 
baneful  influence  of  the  fcurvy,  captain  Saunden  "wis 
difpaurhed  to  Mafa  Fuero,  a  fmall  ifland  not  far  diOant 
from  Juan  Fernandez,  hopes  being  entertained  that  feme 
of  the  miiling  (hips  of  the  fquadron  had  put  in  there, 
0)i(bking  it  for  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous.  The 
Trial  having  circumnavigated  the  whole  ifland,  and  cart- 
fully  examined  every  creek  and  harbour  without  fuccefs, 
returned  to  Juan  Fernandez,  where  a  Spanifli  prize,  cap- 
tured by  the  Centurion,  was  not  kmg  afcerwaida  brflu|^ 
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in.  The  prifoners  on  board  this  (hip  on  feeing  the  Triaf, 
Jcnew  not  how  fufficiently  to  praife  and  commend  the 
indefatigable  diligence,  and  almoft  incredible  exertions  of 
;the  Englifh,  in  having,  under  the  then  exifting  circiim- 
ftances,  fatigued,  difpirited,  and  reduced  as  they  were  in 
numbers,  built  and  completely  equipped  fo  fuddenly,  a 
•vbflcl  of  her  dcfcription  ;  they,  the  Spaniards,  not  believ- 
ing it  poflible  that,  figuratively  fpeakihgj  fiich  a  cock- 
boat  (hould  have  been  capable  of  eflfefting  a  paffage  round 
Cape  Horn,  when  the  fined  and  bcft  equipped  iTiips  in 
the  Spanifh  navy- had  been  compelled  to  put  back. 
.  Ail  things  being  nearly  ready  for  the  final  departure  of 
the  few  remaining  fliips  of  this  ill-fated  fquadron,  and  it 
being  gencrallv  believed  that  the  Spaniards,  Itill  ignorant 
of  any  of  the  feritifli  (hips  having  reached  the  South  Seas 
in  fafety,  had  fcveral  valuable  veffels  at  fea,  the  Trial  was 
difpatched  on  a  cruife  in  the  month  of  September;  and  on 
the  1 8th,  a  very  few  days  afterwards,  took,  after  a 
long  chace,  a  valuable  merchant-  fliip,  of  fix  hundred  tons 
burthen,  bound  from  Callao  to  Valparaifo.  As  a  coun- 
terbalance, however,  to  this  good  fortune,  captain  Saunders 
liid  fprung  one  of  his  marts  during  the  chace:  his  dif- 
afters  did  not  end  here ;  being  foon  afterwards  joined 
iwr  the  commodore,  with  the  Spanifh  prize  he  had 
bimfelf  taken  previous  to  his  quitting  Juan  Fernandez, 
the  Trial  fprung  her  remaining  mad  in  a  fquall,  and  be* 
cane  fo  leaky  as  to  be  fcarcely  kept  free,  except  by  con- 
tinued exertions  at  the  pumps  :  it  was  determined,  there- 
-fore,  that  captain  Saunders  fhould  fcuttle  the  Trial  and 
remove  on  board  his  prize,  which  was  to  be  commif- 
£oned  as  a  frigate,  having  been  not  long  before  em- 
ployed as  one  in  the  Spanifh  fervice,  by  the  viceroy. 

The  guns  of  the  Trial,  together  with  thofe  which  had 
belonged  to  the  Anna  Pink  vi6lualler,  amounting  toge^ 
cher  to  twenty,  were  accordingly  put  on  board;  and  cap- 
tain Saunders  having  removed  his-  crew,  together  with 
fi^h  ttores  as  could  be  got  out,  took  rank  as  a  poft 
:  captain  by  commiflion  from  the  commodore,  dated  the 
t6th  of  September,  1741,  to  command  this  veflcl,  which 
.was  called,  in  honour  to  his  diligence  and  exertions, 
die  Trial's  Prize.  The  commodore  had  parted  i  ompany 
with  captain  Saunters  before  thcfe  matters  were  com- 
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pletely  adjufted,*  in  fearch  of  fome  more  of  the  enemy's 
ihips,  leaving  the  Centurion's  prize  to  affift  him,  with 
orders,  that,  after  thefe  preliminary  duties  wtre  fulfilled, 
they  fhould  proceed  in  company  to  cruize  for  a  month  off 
the  ifland  of  Valparaifo,  from  whence  they  were  to 
proceed  down  the  coafl  to  an  appointed  rendezvous  olt 
rlafca,  where,  without  having  met  with  any  fuccefs,  they 
joined  the  commodore  on  the  2d  of  November.  The 
well-known  aflault  on  the  town  of  Paita  took  place  in  a 
few  days  afterwards,  but  captain  Saundersdoes  not  appear 
to  have  been  otherwife  concerned  than  being  prefent  at  it. 
He  continued  in  company  with  the  commodore  and  the 
reft  of  the  fquadron  till  the  fpring  following  without 
meeting  with  any  remarkable  occurrence;  the  crews,  then 
fo  much  reduced  in  numbers,  and  divided  as  they  wcrt 
into  five  velfels,  three  of  which  were  large,  being  totally ' 
inadeq!iate  to  the  purpofc  of  navigating  them  acrofs  thai 
immenfe  fonthern  ocean  which  lay  before  them,  it  was 
determined  to  dcftroy  captain  Saunders's  frigate,  together 
with  the  two  other  prizes  This  refolution  was,  after 
removing  on  board  the  Centurion  and  Glouce(ler  tha 
mod  valuable  part  of  what  they  contained,  accordingljr 
carried  into  execution,  in  the  harbour  of  Chcquetan,  osi 
the  27th  of  April. 

The  greater  number  both  of  officers  and  men  were  lent  on 
board  the  Glouceiler,  that  (hip  being  by  far  the  word  manned 
of  the  two.  Her  untimely  fate,  as  well  as  all  the  principal 
circumflances  and  events  which  took  place  on  board  tht. 
Centurion  herfelf,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Macao,  when 
captain  Saunders  quitted  her,  have  been  already  gWcti  \n 
our  account  of  Mr.  Anfon*.  In  the  month  of  Novein* 
foer  1742>  which  was  immediately  after  the  Centurioa 
reached  China,  captain  Saunders,  being  charged  witll 
difpatches  from  the  commodore,  took  his  paflSige  tq 
England  on  board  a  Swedifh  ihip,  in  which  he  arrived  in 
the  Downs,'  after  a  profperous  pafTage,  in  the  month  of 
May  1743.  He  was  not  long  afterwards  appointed  cap* 
tain  of  the  Sapphire,  of  forty-four  guns,  one  of  the  veflels 
employed,  during  the  cnfuing  fpring,  in  cruifing  off  the 
coad  of  Flanders,  and  in  watching  the  port  of  Dunkirk* 
The  only  fuccefs  he  appears  to  have  met  with  while  thus 


*  Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  112,  et  fcq. 
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employed  was  the  capture  of  a  galliot  hoy,  from  Dant« 
xicK,  CD  the  7th  G^  April,  having  on  board  nearly 
•two  hundred  officers  and  foldiers,  belonging  to  count 
Lowendahls  regiment  at  Dunkirk,  which  had  been  raifed 
at  the  former  place  for  the  fervice  of  the  French  king, 
'He  continued  in  the  Sapphire,  we  believe,  till  his  promo- 
tion to  the  Sandwich,  of  ninety  guns,  which  took  place  in 
the  month  of  March  1745-  He  remained  in  this  (hipy 
which  we  believe  to  have  been  employed  as  a  guard-Oiip 
but  a  very  (hort  time,  being,  in  the  month  of  April  enfu- 
iiig,  removed  into  the  mdre  aftive  ftation  of  captain  of 
the  Gloucefter,  of  fifty  guns,  a  new  fliip  juft  launched, 
Supplying  the  place  of  that  before  loft  with  Mr.  Anfon. 

In  1746,  being  rtien  engaged  on  a  cruife  in  company 
with,  and  under  the  orders  of  captain  Cheap,  in  the  Lark, 
they  captured  Le  Fort  de  Nants,  a  regifter  (hip  from  New 
Spain,  valued  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
We  have  no  fubfequent  information  concerning  him  till 
0£lober  1747  *,  when  he  commanded  the  Yarmouth,  of  64 

KI8,  one  of  the  (hips  under  the  command  of  rear-admiral 
wke,  which  totally  defeated  and  captured  nearly  th« 
"^hole  of  the  French  iquadron,  under  monf.  L'Etendierc. 
To  this  very  brilliant  victory  captain  Saunders  very  emi-* 
nently  contributed  ;  two  of  the  ertcmy's  fhips,  of  fevemy- 
Inur  gUDS  each,  the  Neptune  and  Monarque,  having,  as 
|6  confidently  reported,  Itruck  to  the  Yarmouth.  Though 
hifl  lofs  in  the  preceding  aflion  was  very  confiderable, 
^mounting  to  nearly  one  hundred  of  his  crew  killed  and 
votuided,  he  is  faid  to  have  propofed  to  the  captains  Sau* 
ipare%  and  Rodney,  of  the  Nottingham  and  Eagle,  the 
£^mer  of  which  gentlemen  had  ferved  with  him  in  the 
Ceoturion,  that  they  ftiould  purfuc  the  Tonnant,  of  eighty 
gttDS,  and  Intrepide,  of  feventy-four,  which  were  then 
QAdeavouping  to  make  their  efcape.  This  meafure  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  carried  into  execution,  but  its  fuccefs 
was  fatally  prevented  by  the  unfortunate  death  of  captain 
Sdumarez  of  the  Nottingham  t. 

•  In  the  abfcncc  of  fir  Plcrcy  Brctr,  the  proper  captain,  he  hifnfeir 
liavine  heen  appointed  to  the  IV^cr,  a  new  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns. 

"f  The  following  account  of'  his  gallantry  on  this  occafion  is  given 
in  a  letter,  written  by  an  ofliccr  f  clon^in^  to  the  Yarmouth.  It  bears 
teflimony  too  honourable  to  iL-c  chaiaclcr  of  captain  Saunders  to  be 
here  omitted. 

**  Though 
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'  He  was  one  of  |he  witneHes  examined  on  the  trial  of 
captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent,  in  the  month  of  November  j 
but  is  not  othcrwifc  mentioned,  as  connctE^ed  with  the 
fervice,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  In  the  montb 
ot  April  1750,  he  was  elcftcd  rcprefentative  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  as  fucceffor  to  the 
lord  Vere  Beauclerck,  then  created  a  peer  of  Great  Britain 
by  the  title  of  lord  Vcrc,  of  Hanworth.  On  the  26th 
of  September  in  tlic  following  year,  he  married  — — , 
only  daughter  to  James  Buck,  efq.  a  banker  in  London. 
In  January  following  he  was  nominated  commodore  of  the 
fquadron  ordered  for  the  Streights  for  the  purpofe  of  reliev* 
tng  Mr.  Keppel,  who  then  held  the  chief  command  there; 
but  his  defti nation  was  afterwards  changed,  for,  in  May 
following,  he  was  appointed  commodore  and  commander^ 
in-chief  on  the  Newfoundland  Aation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
protecting  the  fifhcry  in  that  quarter.  Having  hoifted  his 
—  I  -      I  I  -    ^  •  ■     .i>^_>_^ 

**  Thoaeh  the  YarmoutYi  without  dtCpute  had  as  great  a  Ikare  at 
ay  Caglc  uiip  ta  the  fleet,  if  not  a  greater,  in  tbe  engagement  with  the 
French,  Odoker  i^th,  yet,  in  all  the  accounu  I  have  feen,  (he  it  not 
fb  much  as  mentioned,  as  tboi/gh  no  luch  (hip  had  been  there.  I  til  fomc* 
thing  furpriang  that  admiral  Hawke  ihould  fee  and  notice,  in  hit 
long  account,  the  behaviour  of  the  Lion,  Loaifa,  Tilbury,  and  £agle, 
andjfcc  could  difcovtr  nothing  of  rhe  extraordinary  courage  and  coti- 
dud  of  captain  Saunders,  of  the  Yarmouth,  who  lay  two  nourt  and  a 
half  clofe  engaged  with  the  Neptune,  a  feventy-guu  (hip,  with  feven 
himdred  men,  which  he  never  quitted  till  (be  Oruck,  although  the 
Monarch,  a  I'eventy.four  gun  (hip,  who  {truck  to  us  likewife,  lay  upon 
Mr  bow  for  fome  time,  and  another  of  the  enemy's  (hips  upon  our 
fiero.  When  the  Neptune  flruck,  after  killing  them  one  hundred  men 
Md  wounding  one  hundred  and  forty,  flie  wai  fo  clofe  to  us  that 
our  men  jumped  into  her;  and,  notwithflanding  fuch  long  warm  work, 
the  ihip  much  difabled  in  mafls  and  rigging,  and  twenty- two  men 
killed  and  fevcnty  wounded,  his  courage  did  not  cool  here.  He 
eouJd  not  with  patience  fee  the  French  admiral  and  the  Intrepide,  a 
fevcttty-four  gun  fliip  getting  away,  and  none  of  oar  (bipt  after  cbems 
oor  could  he  think  of  preferring  his  own  fecHrity  to  tbe  glory  and  ra^ 
(ereft  of  his  country,  but  ardently  wilhed  to  purfue  them,  he  propofed 
it  therefore  to  captain Saumarez  in  the  Nottingham,  and  captain  Rodney 
in  the  Eagle,  wno  were  within  hail  of  u« ;  but  captain  Saumarez  being 
viforionately  kilfed  by  the  firft  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  Nottingham 
kauled  their  wind  and  did  no  more  fervice;  and  the  Eagle  never  cama 
near  enough  to  do  any ;  fo  that  the  Yarmoutb  bad  to  deal  with  both 
of  the  enemy's  fliips  for  fome  time,  till  at  length  they  got  out  of  tbo 
reach  of  our  giins.  I  think  fo  much  bravery  and  noble  fpirit  ought 
lit  to  Ke  in  oblivion.** 

pcndtAt 


122  LIVES  Af^D  CHARACTERS  OP 

pendant  on  board  the  Penzance,  of  forty  guns,  he  failed 

J [uickly  afterwards,  having  additional  inflrudions  to  fearch 
or  a  pretended  ifland,  which  it  was  fuppofed  had  been 
difcovercd  in  latitude  49'  40",  longitude  24'  30'',  from  the 
Lizard,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  which  Mr.  Rodney  had 
juft  before,  cruifed  for  ten  days  without  fuccefs. 

Captain  Saunders  was  not  in  any  degree  more  fortunate 
than  his  predecefTor.  In  the  month  of  April  1754,  he 
was  appointed  treafurer  of  Greenwich-hofpital,  an  office 
he  held  twelve  years,  and  then  refigned  on  being  promoted 
to  the  very  elevated  ftation  of  firll  commiffioner  of  the 
admiralty.  In  the  parliament  which  met  at  Weflmin- 
tter.  May  the  31ft,  1754,  he  waselefted  reprefentative  for 
the  borough  of  Heydon,  in  Yorkfhire,  a  truft  repofed  in 
him,  through  the  intereft  of  his  fteady,  conflant  friend 
lord  Anfon.  In  the  month  of  March  17559  a  rupture 
with  France  being  then  almoft  daily  apprehended,  he  was 
appointed  commander  of  the  Prince,  a  new  (hip  of  ninety 

funsy  launched  a  (hort  time  before,  and,  in  the  month  of 
une,  gave  a  moft  fplendid  entertainment  to  a  moft  ntr- 
merous  aflemblage  of  the  firft  nobility  in  the  kingdom^ 
who  repaired  to  Portfmouth  on  the  anniverfary  of  the 
king's  acceilion,  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  the  formid- 
able fleet  then  doHefied  at  Spithead,  drefled  in  the 
colours  of  different  nations,  as  is  cudomary  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions. 

Mr.  Saunders  refigned  the  command  of  the  Prince,  in 
the  month  of  December  following,  on  being  appointed 
comptroller  of  the  navy.  Immediately  after  this  pro- 
motion he  was,  in  teftimony  of  that  univerfal  refpeA  in 
which  he  was  held,  ele6led  one  of  the  elder  brethren  of  tho 
trinity-houfe.  His  feat  in  parliament  having  become 
vacated  by  his  appointment  of  comptroller,  he  was  re- 
ele^ed  for  the  fame  borough  he  had  before  reprefented. 
In  the  month  of  June  1756,  advice  being  received  of  the 
mifcafriage  of  the  fleet,  under  Mr.  Byng,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, a  fpecial  promotion  of  flag-officers  was  made, 
and  extended  purpofely  to  Mr.  Saunders,  who  failed  im- 
mediately afterwards,  with  fir  Edward  Hawkc,  as  a 
paifcnger  on  board  the  Antelope,  for  Gibraltar,  where  he 
was  to  hoifl  his  flag  as  rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  On. 
the  return  of  fir  Edward  to  England,  in  the  month  of 

January 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT' BRITAIN.  123 

January  1757,  he  was  left  commander-in-chief  on  the  Me« 
diterranean  ftation ;  but  no  occurrence  very  worthy  notice* 
appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the  time  he  held  this 
very  honourable  appointment. 

No  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman  after  his  return 
from  this  (lation  till  the  month  pf  February  1759,  except 
that,  in  1758,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the 
white.     Early  in    1759,  having  been    previoully  pro- 
moted to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  he  was  appoint* 
cd  commander-in-chief  of   the  fleet  deftined  for   the 
attack  of  Quebec.     He  failed  for  Louifburg,  from  Spit* 
head,  on  the  17th  of  February,  having  the  following  (hips 
under  his  orders :  the  Neptune,  ninety  guns,  filag  (hip)  ; 
the  Royal  William,  eighty-four ;  the  Dublin,  Shrewlbury, 
and  Warfpite,  feventy-fbur ;   Orford,  feventy;   Alcide^ 
and  Sterling  Cattle,  fixty-four;  the  Lizard,  of  twenty; 
the  Scorpion  (loop,  the  Baltimore,  Pelican  and  Racehorfe 
bombveilels;  the  Cormorant,  Strombolo  and  Vefuvins 
fiiefiiips.     Admiral  Holmes,  who  ferved  under  him,  iiad 
failed  from  Spithead  with  a  divifion  three  days  before  him. 
Mr.  Saunders  was  in  fight  of  Louifburg  on  the  aift  of 

*  The  moft  remarkable  appears  to  have  been  the  following  Ikir* 
*ifli,  which  look  place  early  in  the  year,  with  a  fmill  French  (qam 
^^00,  bound  to  Louifburg,  under  monGcur  Reve(l.  Tfae  Phsoiz^ 
Optaia  Wharfe,  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  26th  of  April,  in  eigii* 
tecQ  days  from  Malaga,  and  reports,  that  on  the  sd  inftant  admical 
SannderSjat  Gibraltar,  had  received  an  exprefs  from  Malaga, with  advice, 
toil  there  were,  off  that  port,  four  French  men  of  war  of  feventy -four 
9"u  each :  on  which  he  went  out  with  the  Culloden,  Berwick,  Pria* 
^^s  Looifa,  Guemfey,  and  Portland,  to  cruife  in  thegui;  and  00  tht 
5th,  ihoat  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  faw  the  Prench.  He  beix^ 
to  leeward  formed  a  line  ;  and  about  fun-fet  the  enemy  did  the  lame, 
'"^t  two  miles  to  windward  of  our  admiral,  and  began  to  fire,  but  did 
''^'tach  our  (hips.  The  Guern fey  and  Loui fa  got  within  (hot  and  begn 
joengige;  but  before  the  reft  got  op  it  was  night,  and  the  twofquadroot 
'^  fig)it  of  each  other  About  nine  o'clock,  the  moon  gettiog  up,  tbt 
^iierofey  and  Louifa  faw  the  French  again.  The  admiral  madea  Ggnal 
|P  chafe,  but  could  not  come  up  with  them.  On  the  8th  the  Fbcenis 
T^e  with  one  of  the  admiral's  (hips,  who  faid  they  had  loQ  fight  of 
^  PrcDch  the  day  before.  Thefc  French  men  of  war  have  a  good 
'^nber  of  land  forces  on  board,  and  are  fuppofed  to  be  bound  f 
'^'^ca;  having,  by  favour  of  a  levant  windiefcapcd  and  proceeded  oa 
tbeir  ?oyage.  The  names  of  the  fliips  were,  the  Heflor,  Achilla^ 
^  Valiant,  of  feventy-four  guns  each ;  the  Soubize,  of  fixty*fix,  and 
'poUcca,  of  twenty.  Hx. 

Afxil; 
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April;  bttt  that  harbour  being  blocked  up  with  ice,  he 
fvas  obliged  to  bear  awaj  for  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia. 
Having  received  intelligence  before  he  left  England  that 
a  fmall  French  fquadron,  with  fome  vifluallers  and  tranf- 
poftSy  had  failed  befoi*e  him  for  the  dedined  obje£^  of 
his  attack,  he  immediately  dotached  admiral  Durel  with  a 
divifion  of  the  fleet,  to  cruife  off  the  ifle  of  Coudres,  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  hopes  he  might  be  able  to  inter- 
cept  the  enemy;  but,  notwithftanding  this  diligent  ex^- 
crtion,  the   Englifh    fquadron    arrived  not    in    time  to 
tffe&   that  purpofe.     As    foon   as   the  navigation   was 
deemed  fufficiently  open,  which  was  not  the  cafe  till  the 
end  of  May,  the  vice-admiral  failed  with  the  remainder 
of  his  force,  and  on  the  6th  of  June  was  off  Scatari,  ftand- 
ing  in  for  the  river  St.  I>avvrcnce,  from  whence  he  fent 
ifttelligence  to  England  of  the  progrcfs  he  had  then  made. 
The  fleet  which,  when  united,  confifted  of  twenty-one 
fhips  of  tho  line,  befides  frigates,  fmaller  vefTels  of  war 
aixl  traniports,  did  not  reach  the  d^  (lined  point  of  difem*- 
bif  kation,on  the  ifland  of  Orleans,  till  the  ?.oth ;  and  oii  the 
following  day  the  troops  were  landed.     On  the  aSth  ihe 
enemy  made  an  attempt  to  burn  the  Britiih  ihips,  by 
fending  down  from  Quebec  feven  fire  rafts,  or  vefleis;  but 
ibch  expeditious  exertions  were  made,  that,  although  the 
fleet,  together  with  thetranfports,  which  were  numerous  ami 
fprcad  acrofs  the  greater  part  of  the  channel,  the  fire- 
treflTtls  were  all  towed  clear,  by  the  boats,  without  doing 
the  fmalleft  injury.     On  the  28th  of  July  a  fecond  attempt 
of  a  fimilar  nature  was  made  by  the  enemy,  who  fent 
Aiwfi  a  raft  of  fire-ftages,  confitting  of  nearly  one  hun- 
V       drcA  radeaux,  a  meafure  which  fucceeded  no  better  than 
the  former  had  done.     The  fubfequent  events  of  this 
very  meniorable  fiege  have  nothing  to  didinguifli  thcoEi 
from  thofe  occurrences  which  ufually  take  place  on  fuch 
occafions;  and  it  is  only  neceflary  to  add,  that  the  pru- 
dence, the  diligence,  the  general  ability  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral, proved  completely  competent,  far  as  his  department 
was  concerned,  to  the  removal  of  thofe  nun>erous  obita- 
cles  which  fo  Igng  impeded  the  day  ot  vidory  and  fuccefs, 
and  the  provifion  for  thofe  unforefccn  exigencies  which, 
for  a  con fider able  fpace  of  time,  appeared  as  it  were 
daily  to  multiply. 

Immedi- 
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on  the  furrender  of  Quebec,  Mr.  Saua- 
den  having  fupplied  that  place  with  provifions  from  the 
ibips  as  well  as  circumllanccs  would  permit,  failed^ 
on  his  return  to  England,  with  fuch  part  of  the  fleet  as  it 
was  neceflary  for  him  to  bring  home.  He  had  nearly 
reached  the  Channel  when  he  is  faid  to  have  been  io« 
formed  that  the  Bred  fquadron  was  at  fea,  and  in- 
ftantly  took  the  fpirited  refolution  of  proceeding  to  join 
fir  Edward  Hawke,  difpatching  a  veflcl  to  England  with 
intelligence  to  the  admiralty  of  the  (lep  he  had  taken,  and 
the  hopes  he  entertained  of  their  approval.  Receiving, 
however,  while  purfuing  his  route,  intelligence  that  the 
conteft  had  been  glorioufly  decided  by  the  total  defeat  of  the 
French  admiral,  he  changed  his  courfe  once  more  and  went 
aAore  at  Cork.  He  travelled  bv  land  to  Dublin,  wher« 
be  arrived  on  the  15th  of  December;  and  going  acciden- 
tally to  the  play,  he  was  received  with  that  unanimous 
tpplaufe,  by  the  whole  audience,  which  being  mod  truly 
and  honeftly  merited,  couki  not  be  otherwife  than  highly 
gratifying,  even  to  a  charaAerperfedly  unailailed  hy  va* 
aity  and  proof  againft  the  mod  fubtle  flattery. 

On  the  26th  of  the  fame  month  he  arrived  in  London, 
where  his  reception,  both  by  his  fovereign  and  the  people, 
was  equally  honourable  to  him.  Some  days  previous  to 
his  arrival  *  he  was  appointed  lieutenant-general  of 
marines.  On  taking  his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  23d  of  January  1 760,  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  were 
given  him  by  the  fpeaker.  In  the  enfuing  fpring  he  was 
appointed  commandcr*in-  chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
failed  from  Spithead  on  the  2 lit  of  May,  having  his  flag 
ftill  on  board  the  Neptune,  with  the  Somerfet,  of  feventy 
guns ;  the  Firme,  of  iixty ;  and  the  Preflon,  of  fifty.  He 
irriv^  at  Gibraltar  on  the  9th  of  June.  No  material 
occurrence  took  place  during  the  remainder  of  the  year^ 
for  the  naval  power  of  France  was  annihilated  in  the 
Mediterranean.  In  the  new  parliament,  -which  was 
shofen  in  the  beginning  of  1 761,  but  did  not  meet  till  the 
month  of  November,    he  was    re-elefted  member  for 


Sec  Gazette,  Dec.  8,  1759. 

Heydon ; 
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Hej4on ;  and,  on  the  26th  of  May  ♦,  was  inftalled,  by 
proxy,  knight  companion  of  the  moll  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath.  Sir  Charles  continued  at  Gibraltar  till  the 
condufion  of  the  war ;  and  was,  during  his  abfence,  in  the 
month  of  Odober  1762,  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  white.  On  the  30th  of  Auguft  1 765,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  commiflioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord 
high  admiral;  and,  on  the  i6th  of  September  1766,  being 
advanced  to  be  firft  commiflioner,  was  fworn  in  one 
of  the  members  of  his  majefty's  mod  honourable  privy 
council. 

A  (hort  anecdote,  and  of  the  mod  honourable  kind  to 
fir  Charles,  relative  to  this  appointment,  we  have  already 
had  occaiion  to  relate,  as  conneded  with  our  account  of 
admiral  fir  George  Pocockt,  He  retained  his  high  office 
only  till  the  13th  of  December  following,  and  then 
refigning,  never,  fubfequent  to  this  time,  returned  to  any 
public  (latioUk.  In  the  funeral  proceflion  of  the  duke  of 
York,  on  the  3d  of  Noverfiber  1767,  he  was  one  of  the 
admirals  who  fupported  the  canopy*  In  the  new  parlia-' 
ment,  which  met  m  the  month  of  May  1768,  he  was  again 
lechofen  reprefentative  for  the  borough  of  Heydon.  In 
the  month  of  Odlober  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be  ad- 
miral of  the  blue.  In  the  new  parliament  convened  in 
I774,^he  was  a  candidate  for  the  borough  of  Yarmouth, 
where  he  was  unfiiccefsful ;  but  was,  for  the  fourth  time, 
ic-elefled  for  Heydon.  He  did  not  long  furvive  this  event, 
dyingy  at  his  houie  in  Spring-gardens,  of  the  gout  in  his 
ftomach,  on  the  7th  of  December  1775. 

To  fay  he  died  lamented  and  regretted  by  all  who  knew 
kim,  would  be  beftowing  only  that  faint  praife  which 
tontrafts  the  extent  of  that  high  cftimation,  even  to  vene- 
ration, in  which  he  was  univerfally  held  by  men  of  all 
Jarties^  defcriptions,  and  opinions.  In  a  very  few 
ours  after  his  deceafe  fir  George  Saville,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  who  had  been  his  intimates,  announced  his  death 
with  all  the  afFe£lionate  honefty,  impaflioncd  warmth  and 


*  Hit  craifcrs  were  more  ruccefsFul  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  than 
they  had  been  in  the  preceding,  having  taken  many  prizes,  one  of  theia 
the  Onfiamtne,  of  which  wc  (hall  hereafter  fpcak. 

•t  See  vol.  XV.  p.  40',. 

effufiou 
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clFufion  of  private  friendfhip,  exalted,  ifpoflible,  beyond 
ttfelf  bv  the  bitter  rcfleSion  on  what  might  be  deemed  a 
public  lofs.  The  juftice  of  the  eulogium  they  feverally 
pronounced  on  that  melancholy  occafion  was  unanimoufly 
confefTed  by  all  who  heard  it,  and  caufed  an  encreafe  of 
fbrrow>  by  painting  in  its  proper  colours  the  extent  of  a 
natiimal  lofs.  His  corpfe  was  privately  interred  in  Weft- 
minder-abbey,  on  the  1 2th  of  the  fame  month,  near  the 
monument  of  general  Wolfe,  who  had  been  his  noUe 
aflbciate  in  war,  his  compeer  in  gallantry,  but,  from  the 
untimely  fate  of  the  general,  not  in  fortune.  Sir  Charles 
died  pollefled  of  a  very  coniiderable  property,  the  bulk  of 
which  be  bequeathed  to  his  niece;  but,  independant  of 
that,  left  feveral  very  handfome  legacies;  one  in  particu- 
lar to  the  late  lord  vifcount  Keppel,  with  whom  he  had 
Cerved  on  board  the  Centurion. 

SWANTON,  Thomas, — was,  on  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary 1 741,  promoted,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be 
captain  of  the  Liverpool,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns.  Very 
few  particulars  are  related  concerning  his  fervice,  whicn 
appears  to  have  been  totally  confined  to  cruifing  off  the 
coaft  of  Spain ;  in  which  employment  we  muft,  however, 
obferve,  he  met  with  fome  fuccefs.  He  was  early  in  the 
year  1744,  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  on  which  (lation 
he  died,  in  the  employment  of  conyoying  an  outward- 
bound  fleet  to  Turkey,  on  the  I2th  of  Auguft  enfuing, 

SWAYSLAND,  Henry,  —  was,  in  1740,  advanced 
from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the  Shark 
floop ;  from  which  vellcl  he  was  promoted,  on  the  22d  of 
January  1740,  to  be  captain  of  the  Lively  frigc^tc,  a  veflcl 
employed  at  that  time,  with  one  or  two  others  of  the  fame 
force,  in  protefting  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey. 
Extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  we  do  not  find  the  leaft 
fubfequent  mention  made  of  this  gentleman,  except  that, 
in  1756,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  with  the 
rank  and  half  pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  a  circumftance  he  did 
not  long  furvive,  dying  on  the  19th  of  Odober  in  the 
following  year. 

TUCKER,  Thomas. — The  firft  information  we  have 
of  this  gentleman  is,  that  he  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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1740,  appointed  commander  of  the  Princeft  'Siofti^, 
an  hofpital  (hip  attached  to  the  fleet  fent  out  «o  iho 
Well  Indies  uiideri-ear-admiral  firChakNfier  Ogle.  li 
cannot  be  fuppofed  anv  thing  Tery  int^reAing  (benlil 
occujr  while  he  retained  luch  a  coaimand :  after  his  return 
from  that  unhappy  expedition  he  was  promoted,  on  the 
J7th  of  July. 1 741,  to  be  captain  of  the  Fowey ;  in  which 
ihip,  being  ilatipned  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  1743  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  SpaniiQi  regifter  (h^pi  called 
the  St.  Jofeph  Le  Defiderio,  faid  to  have  been  worth 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  otherwife  he 
U  unhappily  in  the  fame  predicament  with  the  gentleman 
laft-mentioned  on  the  fcore  of  incelebrity,  being  no 
otherwife  noticed  than  as  having  been,  as  well  as  captain 
^wayfland,  put  on  the  fupcranmiated  lift,  in  1756,  with 
the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiraU ,  He  died  ia 
Wales  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  1766. 

UTTING,  Afliby, — was,  on  the  25th  of  March  1741, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Mary  galley,  and  was  fent 
»'to  the  Mediterranean,  from  whence  he  foon  returned  back 
to  England.  Being  ordered  in  the  fame  {hip  to  Americot 
he  died  at  South  Carolina,  in  the  prime  of  life,  on  the 
a6th  of  July  1742,  as  we  are  informed,  of  a  total  decay, 
induced  merely  by  intemperaf/Ce.  May  his  untimely  end 
deter  others  from  purfuing  the  fame  unhappy  oourle  t. 

WARD,  Henry,— was,  on  the  25th  of  May  174.1, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Sheernefs  frigate  by  Mr. 
Vernon,  under  whom  he  had  prcvioufly  ferved  as  lieute* 
oant.  Very  foon  after  he  received  this  appointment  he 
captured  and  carried  to  Jamaica  a  very  rich  Spanifti  (hip, 
icalled  the  Nueftra  Senora  Del  Rofario.  We  have  not 
^en  able  to  procure  any  fubfequent  information  relative 
to  this  gentleman  till  the  month  of  January  1753,  when 
^■^  -  —  —  — ■ — ■  .-■■.....-       ■  ., 

*  Other  accounts  make  this  (hip  to  have  been  commanded  by  a 
captain  Nadianiel  Tucker,  who  never  had  any  other  appointment : 
niita  ure  doubt. 

f  Such  is  the  date  given  by  Mr.  Hardy  of  this  gentleman's  death 
as  well  a«  of  thq  ihip  he  commanded.  Another  account  (btes  faim  ID 
i»ave  died  at  the  fame  time,  but  captain  of  the  A  Id  borough  frigate.  A 
llbtrd  account,  which  we  mod  credit,  ftatcs  him  to  have  died  on  the 
Can>lina  ftation  in  1746,  being  at  that  time  captain  of  the  GoTport, 
lof  forty-four  guns.  He  is  likewife  faid  to  have  commanded  theLoo^ 
a  ihip  of  th«  fame  force,  about  the  year  1744. 

he 
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he  Was  appointed  to  command  the  Culloden^  of  fevcnty- 
four  guns,  then  newly  equipped  and  commiilionied  as  a 
guarafliipin  the  Medwav.  In  iJS5>  when  a  rupture' 
with  France  was  apprehendedi  he  was  ordered  to  the  Nore^ 
as  is  cuftomary  on  the  expectation  of  fuch  an  event.  In 
the  following  year  he  was  fent  out  in  the  fame  (hip.  with 
Mr.  Byngi  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  engaged,  or 
at  moft  very  trivially  fo,  in  the  encounter  with  the  French 
fleet  off  Mahon.  His  inadion  was,  we  mud  in  juflice 
to  him  obferve>  unavoidable,  he  having  been  Rationed  in 
the  line  as  the  admiral's  fecond  aflerny  and,  owinjg  to  cir- 
cumftances  that  have  been  alreadyexplained*,  conuquently 
prevented  from  clofing  with  the  enemy.  Not  long  after  h^s 
return  from  the  Mediterranean  t,  that  is  to  fay  on  the  ift 
of  July  17S7>  ^^  y^^^  put«on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with 
the  rank  and  half  pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  on  the 
4.th  of  December  1766. 

Watson,  Nathaniel, — was,  on  the  i6th  of  January 
I74i>  promoted  to  the  Feverfham,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty^-four 
guns,  then  newly  rebuilt.  He  was  foon  ordered  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  fome  time  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Mathews 
tefigned  that  command.  No  fubfequent  mention,  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  difcovcr,  is  made  of  him  in  the  fervice, 
which  we  have  been,  indeed,  informed  he  quitted  foon 
afterward?.     He  died  in  England  on  February  17,  1766. 

WARING,  Rupert, — was,  on  the  i6th  of  September 
1741,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate  :^* 
Afterhis  return  to  England  he  was  ordered  toJamaica,where 
the  Lark  was  to  ferve  as  an  hulk.  Whether  he  commanded 

*  See  the  memoirs  of  Mr.  Byng,  vol.  iv.  p.  151.  Captain  Ward 
wa  one  of  the  witneflei  examined  on  that  admirari  trial,  and  bore 
exceedingly  hard  upon  him.  He  depofed  that  the  enemy's  (hot  fell 
fliort  of  him  thougn  to  leeward  of  the  Rami  Hies ;  and  declared,  as  hit 
f<(Qtiineats,  that  if  Mr.  Byng  had  borne  down,  the  greater  part  uf  the 
French  fleet  might  have  1:^cq  taken.  This,  however,  is  a  mere 
toauer  of  private  opinion. 

f  From  whence  be  was  ordered  home  as  an  evidence  againft  Mr.Bvng. 

I  This  (hould  be  the  Lark.  A  private  memorandum,  with  which 
vre  have  been  obligingly  fur ni (bed,  informs  us  he  did  not  take  poft  ia 
^e  Greyhound,  being  only  appointed,  by  order  of  admiralty,  to 
proceed  to  Lilbon  in  this  (hip,  carrying  with  him  a  commiflion  to 
captain  Francis  Parry,  of  the  Grampus  iloop  upon  that  iUtion,  to 
command  the  Greyhound;  and  for  which  (loop  captain  Waring  bad 
1  commiflion,  with  orders  to  fwcar  captain  Parry  into  die  conmind 
•f  die  (hip  firfl  mentioned* 

Vol.  V.  I  *at 
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that  veflel  at  the  time  it  overfet  in  the  harbour  of  Port 
Royal,  on  the  aoth  of  OAober  1744,  does  not  appear. 
He  is  not  otherwife  mentioned,  except  as  having  died  in 
£n€land  on  the  13th  of  February  1753. 

I OUNG,  Robert*— We  find  this  gentleman  mentioned 
as  lieutenant  of  the  Mary  Galley  foon  after  the  commence- 
ifteat  of  the  ti*r*r  with  Spain.  About  May  I74i>  i^«  was 
advanced  to  be  comtnander  of  the  Scipio  nrefhip,  and 
from  thence  promoted,  on  the  ift  of  October  follovring, 
to  be  captain  either  of  the  Biddeford  or  Blandford  frigate. 
No  mention  is  made  of  him  while  he  continued  in  this 
veflcl,  nor,  indeed,  afterwards  till  the  year  1744,  at  which 
time  he  commanded  the  Kin  (ale  on  the  Newfound- 
landftation.  He  dittingiiilhcd  himfelf  exceedingly,  in  the 
month  of  September,  by  an  enterprize  he  projected  and 
caufed  to  be  carried  into  execution,  with  much  fuccefs, 
againft  fome  French  (hips  in  the  harbour  of  Fi(hotte,  a 
particular  account  of  which  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought 
uninterefting^ — ^He  had  made  prize  of  a  large  fliip  a  ihort 
time  before,  having  manned  that  veflTel  with  eighty  of  his 
own  crew,  and  as  many  ftout  volunteers  from  the  (hore  ; 
arming  her  alfo  with  twenty  guns,  he  fent  her  with 
three  ftout  privateers,  carrying  three  hundred  men^ 
to  attempt  the  enemy.  The  prize  led  into  the  harbour^ 
but  unfortunately  grounded  thrice:  the  laft  time  in 
Iwinging  off,  (he  fell  athwart  the  bow  of  the  Moderate, 
one  of  the  French  (hips,  carrying  twelve  guns  and  feventy- 
five  men ;  and  having  quickly  carried  her  by  board- 
ing, her  force  was  immediately  employed  againft  four 
other  French  (hips,  all  armed,  which  were  then  lying  in 
the  harbour.  A  dcfperate  aSion  immediately  com- 
menced,  and  after  a  moft  fpirited  conteft,  which  conti- 
nued five  hours  and  an  half,  ended  in  the  furrender  of  alt 
the  enemy's  (hips.  Thefe  were,  the  St.  Denis,  of  four- 
teen guns  and  fifty-three  men ;  the  Marquis  De  Se,  of 
fourteen  guns  and  eighty-fix  men ;  the  Due  De  Penthi- 
evre,  of  twelve  guns  and  eighty-four  men ;  and  the  Jafon, 
of  fourteen  guns  and  eighty  men.  This  conqueft  was  not, 
however,  atchieved  without  feme  lofs;  ten  of  the  Englifti 
were  killed  and  thirty  wounded:  but  a  piuch  greater 
daughter  was  made  on  board  the  enemy's  fiiips;  the 
number  of  prifoneis  taken,  not  much  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred, leaving  ninety  ptrlbns  unaccounted  for  in  any  other 
6  'way 
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xnLj  than  bj  fuppofirg  them  iliin.  This  a<%OQ  was 
tenAcTcd  the  tr.or:  honounble  to  the  atliibnts  frocn  ihe 
circumAance  of  the  pmirecrs  having  been  unable  to  join 
in  the  attack,  cr  ect  into  the  harbour  till  the  vi 


get  into  the  harbour  till  the  vidorr 
atdiieTed. — Captain  Young  proceeded  to  Li(bon«  with  the 
Sect  accuftomed  to  proceed  thither  IVom  Newfoundland* 
in  the  month  of  November ;  bur  we  have  not  been  able 
to  procure  any  other  information  concerning  him,  except 
that  we  believe  him  to  have  retained  the  cmnmand  of  the 
Kinfale  till  nearly  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened, 
according  to  the  bell  a^'counts  we  hive  been  able  to  pro* 
cure,  on  the  19th  of  No\-ember  1750^  but*  according  to 
Mr.  Hardv's,  which  in  this  inllance  we  believe  to  be 
eiToneous,  on  the  4th  of  December  1 754. 


1742. 

BURNABY,  Sir  William,  — was  the  defcendant  of  a 
very  refpedable  Oxfordihire  family ;  and  having  at- 
tached hunfelf  to  a  naval  life,  was,  about  the  month  of 
Auguft  174I,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be 
commander  of  the  Thunder  bomb-ketch,  and  foon 
afterwards  fent  out  to  Mr.  Vernon  on  the  Well  India 
ftation  * :  he  was  there  promoted  by  that  admiral  to  be 

captain 


*  A  whimGcal  anecdote  has  been  related  (o  us,  from  good  autho- 
rity, relative  to  the  firfl  interview  which  took  place  bctwceu  Mr. 
Vernon  and  himfelf,  on  his  arrival  on  the  Weft  India  flation.  Mr. 
BunMby  was  a  man  extrrnicly  atuched  to  exterior  appearance,  and 
aimed,  on  all  occaCont,  at  being  the  bell  dreflcd  man  in  whitevcr 
company  he  mixed :  he  even  carried  this  defirc,  00  fome  cccafions, 
to  an  height  which  expofed  him  to  ridicule  and  the  imputation  oFab- 
furdity.  Mr.  Vernon,  it  is  well  known,  was  of  a  very  different  turn  of 
mind:  he,  on  the  oppofite  dirc£lion,  funk  his  ideas  of  drefs  into  a  llov* 
cnly  appearance,  highly  improper  in  an  officer  of  any  rank,  and  tiuly 
repreheniible  in  a  commander-in-chief  like  iiimfclf,atwcll  ai  derogatory 
to  the  decency  of  a  gentleman.  A  meeting  between  two  fuch  oppoGte 
cbaraders  muft  have  been  not  a  little  amuun^;,  fuppofing  them  both  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  their  different  inclinatioDi* 
This  abfoluiely  tocdt  place,  and  in  the  following  manner  t  Mr.  Burnaby, 
immediately  after  hit  arrival  at  Jamaica,  proceeded,  as  is  cuQomai^r, 
^  pay  a  viGt  of  ceremony  to  the  commander-in-chief.    On  (his 

I  e  /filemm 
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captain  of  tha  Litchfield,  of  fifty  guns,  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember 1742,  though  many  accounts  erroneoufly  (late 
him  to  have  taken  poft  in  the  Larl^.  He  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  exceedingly  m  the  month  of  Oftober  174.3,  till 
which  time  we  find  no  mention  made  of  him.  He  had 
been  ordered  out  on  a  cruife  off  Porto  Rico,  and  the  fol- 
lowing account  is  given  of  the  tranfadion  above  alluded 
to  in  a  letter,  dated  on  board  the  Cumberland,  November 
the  8th. 

<*  This  day  arrived  here,  from  off  Porto  Rico,  his  Bri- 
tannic majelly's  (hip,  the  Litchfield,  captain  Burnaby 
commander,  with  two  privateer  (loops  taken  in  her 
cruife,  one  called  the  St.  Raphael,  whofe  men  all  left  her 
and  went  afhore,  having  fird  fcuttled  her,  endeavouring  to 
fink  her ;  (he  has  ports  for  fourteen  guns :  the  other,  called 
the  St.  Antonio  de  las  Animas,  has  eight  carriage,  four- 
teen fwivel  guns  and  forty- two  men :  befides  which  captain 
Burnaby  fuijk  and  deftroyed  two  more  privateers;  one  off 
the  eaft  end  of  Hifpaniola,  and  the  other  off  the  weft  end 
of  Porto  Rico ;  he  burnt  alfo  another  Hoop  in  Aguada  Bay, 
and  deftroyed  a  battery  a(hore,  which  (he  had  got  under, 
of  four  guns.  Landing  fome  men,  with  an  officer, 
he  difmounted  the  faid  guns,  knocked  off  the  trunnions, 
fpiked  them  up,  burnt  the  carriages  and  guard-houfc, 
and  brought  off  the  colours  in  the  prefence  ofa  multitude 
of  Spaniards,  of  whom  the  affailants  are  fuppofcd  to*have 
killed  near  two  hundred,  and  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man/' 


foUmn  occafion  be  eqaipped  himfelf  gorgeooflf  in  a  fuit  of  filk,  or,  as 
fome  fay,  velvet,  very  fplendtdly  laced.  The  admiral  was,  as  was 
not  uncommon  with  him,  coarily  dreflfed  \n  a  very  ordinary  fhanner. 
When  Mr.  Burnaby  was  announced,  Mr.  Vernon  rofe  from  his  efcru- 
tore  with  much  apparent  and  pretended  confufion,  and  hurryine  into 
an  Inner  apartment  put  on  a  wig  of  ceremony,  which  having  adjaftcd 
with  pretended  hafle  and  embarraflment,  he  advanced  towards  Mr. 
BunttDv  with  great  gravity,  and  defired  to  know  his  commands? 
when  tne  latter  informed  him,  with  much  prccilion  and  attention  to 
form,  '*  that  he  had  the  honour  to  command  the  bomb  veffel  which  had 
juft  arrived  from  England.'*  Mr.  Vernon,  with  a  ludicrous  and  gro- 
tefque  alteration  of  countenance,  replied,  <<  Gad  fo,  (ir,  I  really  took 
vou  for  a  dancing  mafter.'*  Certainly  the  coarfe  rudcnefs  and  reprc- 
nenfion  of  the  admiral  was,  to  the  full,  as  ridiculous  as  the  finical 
attention  to  drcfs  was  in  the  other. 

We 
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Wc  do  not  find  any  other  particular  mention  of  him  during 
the  time  he  continued  in  the  Weft  Indies,  except  that  he 
»v  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Cumberland,  by  fir 
Chaloner  Ogle,  who  had  his  flag  on  board  that  fliip,  and 
with  whom  he  returned  to  Enghnd  in  1744.  This  par- 
ticular affords  us  a  fineular  proof  how  fallible  many  of  the 
articTes  of  biographical  information  are,  which  are  extrad* 
cdfirom  what  might  be  deemed  the  moft  anthentic  Iburces, 
as  they  certainly  are  next  to  pofitive,  living  teftimony, 
namdv  private  letters  written  at  the  very  time.  From  one 
of  thefe  we  colled  that  the  Litchfield,  then  commanded 
bycaprain  Burnaby,  arri.ed  in  the  Downs,  from  Jamaica, 
OD  the  4th  of  March  1744,  having  on  board  a  very  confi- 
dnable  Quantity  of  fpecie,  collcded  from  the  Spanifli 
prizes  taken  in  the  Weil  Indies.  This  intelli^nce  we 
fliould  certainly  have  implicitly  relied  on  as  mod  ftriftly 
to  be  depended  upon,  had  we  not  been  accidentally  fur- 
aiihed  w  iih  pofiiive  proof  of  the  promotion  already  ftated. 
In  a  few  davs  after  his  arrival  we  find  him  one  of  the 
nembers  of^the  court-martial  held  upon  captain  Green, 
of  the  Lizard  floop,  on  board  the  Sandwich,  at  Spit- 
head  :  but  no  other  particular  mention  is  made  of  nim 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

On  the  oth  of  April  1754,  he  received  the  honour  of 
faiigbthood,  but  on  what  particular  account  or  occafion 
ha  Dot  ?ppear.  In  the  following  year  he  fer\'ed  the 
oflSor  of  (heriff  for  the  county  of  Oxford ;  and,  before  itf 
coDclufion,  we  btlieve  in  the  month  of  OAober,  was 
2fpciibied  captain  uf  the  Jerfey,  one  of  the  (hips  then 
oidered  to  be  equipped  in  confcquence  of  the  expeded 
rapture  wi:h  Franctr.  He  continued  in  this  (hip  without 
necrir-z  with  ar!y  occurrence  remarkable,  or  worthy 
Doticej'riJJthcmoriThcf  June  or  July  1757*,  '''"hen  he  was 
prtmofed  to  the  cor:mind  of  the  Royal  Anne,  a  firft^rate. 
This  ih-p,  be.n::  txtremcly  old,  was  principally,  if  not 
cm:r?:v  mploytd  as  a  guardlhip;  fo  that,  as  may  be 
tasiiTil:\  expected,  we  do  not  again  find  any  pattictilair 
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xnention  made  of  him  during  the  time  he  retaiaed  the 
above  command,  nor  indeed  fubfequent  to  that,  till 
bit  promotion,  in  1762,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red.  In 
tJic  month  of  June,  or  July  1763,  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander-ii^-chief  ojf  a  fqiiadron  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
where,  though  he  continued  the  ufual  time  allotted  to  fuch 
commands,  having  his  flag  on  board  the  Dreadnought^ 
nothing  in  any  degree  remarkable  enough  to  merit  paj^ti- 
cular  notice  took  place,  a  circumdance  more  to  be  ex- 
peided  than  wondered  at  during  a  period  of  peace,  ira- 
Qoediately.  confequent  to  fo  long  a  war.  Oo  the  31ft  of 
October  1767,  not  long,  as  it  is  prefumed,  after  his  return 
from  the  Weft  Indies,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  re« 
ceived  any  promotion  in  the  line  of  his  profeilion  till 
1770,  when  we  find  him  to  have  been  advanced  U>  tho 
rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  as  he  was,  on  the  24th 
of  OAober  in  the  fame  year,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 
At  th^.  end  of  the  year  1 771,  he  was  made  commander* 
in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  ftation ;  and,  after  his  return  froqa. 
t)ie|ice,  appears  to  have  received  no  fubfequent  appoint* 
mtnt.     £(e  died  fome  time  in  the  year  1776. 

BURY,  Thomas.  — We  know  nothing  of  this  gentle* 
man  till  his  promotion,  on  the  3d  of  July  1742^  to  be 
captain  of  the  Solebay,  a  new  twenty-gun  ihip.  In  this 
veiuel:  we  believe  him  to  have  been  principally  employed- 
91^  a  cruifer,  but  without  meeting  with  any  fuccefs  or  oc- 
currence deferving  particular  notice,  till  the  mcMith  oi 
February  1744)  at  which  time  he  was  on  the  Gibraltar 
f^tion.  Hisfirftpicce  of  good  fortune  Was  trivial,  compared 
to  that  which  almoft  immediately  followed  it.  Being  ofiT 
(paj^  Spartel  on  the  23d  of  the  month  juft  mentioned,  he 
gave  chace  to  a  Spaniih  privateer,  which,  in  the  hope  of 
a\ioiding  him,  ran  in  for  the  (hore.  Captain  Bury  pu^^ 
Jiied  with  the  greateft  alacrity,  firing  at  intervals  as  he 
CQuId  bring  his  guns  to  bear :  at  length  the  nieht  compel- 
led him  .to  abandon  his  prize,  which,  though  it  efcaped; 
falling  into  his  hands,  fled  only  as  it  were  to  meet  a 
piore  difaftrous  fate:  having  received  confiderable  damage 
(mn  the  fire  of  the  Solebay,  the  Spaniard  is  fuppofed 
tte  have  fu^k,  during  the  night,  off  Point  Pedro, 

Twoi 
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Two  days  afterwards  captain  Bury^  with  better  fortuM 
both  as  to  the  event  itfelfi  and  the  value  oi'  the  objefl  be 
purfuedy  gave  chace  to  a  large  fhip,  with  which  he  clofcd 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.     The  enemy,  wh€0 
firft  diicoveredydifplayed  French  colours ;  but  on  approach- 
ing within  gun-inot  bawled  them  down,  and  hoUling 
thofe  of  Spain  y  which  properly  belonged  to  her,  refelut^/ 
commenced  afiioQ  by  fifing  a  (hot  acrpf«  the  SolebaT. 
Giptain  Bury  was  in  no  degree  dilatory,  but  ftriking  tm 
Dutch  colours,  which  he  had  ihen  flying,  and  hoiltiog 
£ngli(h,  began  to  engage.    The  encounter  was  maintained 
with  much  fpirit  on  both  fides  tiH  one  o'clock,  when  the 
enemy,  on  her  furrender,  proved  to  be  the  Concordia,  • 
Spani/h  regiftex  fhip,  from  Vera  Cruz,  bound  to  Cadiz, 
mounting  twenty-fix  guns,  and  carrying  a  crew  of  one 
Iiundred  and  forty  men,  fcven  of  whpm  were  killed  and 
upwards  of  twenty  wounded,  feveral  of  theoi  fo  danger- 
«uily  as  to  be  pail  recovery ;  while  the  Solebay  had  on  her 
j)art  only  feven  pcrfons   immaterially  wounded.     The 
great  value  of  tikt  prize*,  though  it  may  be  thought  by 
mod  perfons  an  obje3  well  worthy  fo  fetious  and  Ipiritod 
a  conteft,  unfortunately  proved,  in  the  end,  of  little  acU 
vantage  to  captain  Bury  himfelf.    There  w«re  feveral  of 
his  brother  commanders  who,  though  not  pec Ibnally  con* 
cerned  in  the  capture  already  mentioned,  haid,  neverthelefi^ 
according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  ferviee,  a 
legal  right  to  (hare  with  him  in  his  good  fortune.     EQu 
outing  his  prize  at  a  ihuch  higher  rate  than,  great  as  ic 
was,  it  really  merited,  in  the  firll  paroxyms  of  his  joy  he 
raihiy  and  inconfiderately  agreed  to  farm  of  his  fortunate 
copartners  their  refpcdive  inares,  and  pay  them  for  each 
the  fpecific  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds;  this  en^ee* 
ment  being  complied  with,  he  not  only  found  himtel£ 
abridged  of  all  emolument  from  his  prize,  but  is  even 
(aid  to  have  had  his  own  private  fortune  very  materiallyr 
injured  by  the  extra  diftribution. 

He  continued  on  the  fame  (lation  during  the  fummeXt 
and  on  the  28th  of  June  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after 


*  The  cargo  confided  of  190,000  heavy  dollars,  1095  feroof  of 
cochineal;  556  of  indigo^  434. hides,  and  lome  other  valMfablc  com* 
fiiodities. 
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ini  inconfiderable  refiftance,  t  Spanifli  privateer,  called 
l4ie  Grand  Carlo  Magno,  mounting  twenty-four  car- 
j^tge  and  fwivel  guns:  thcfe  fucceltes  were,  however, 
flfortly  afterwards  interrupted  by  the  capture  of  the  Sole- 
bay;  In  a  return  of  prizes  for  the  month  of  Odlober, 
fliat  ihip  is  dated,  in  general  terms,  to  have  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Bred  fquadron,  no  particulars  being  added. 
Keverthelefs  he  vn^  fentenced,  by  the  court-martial  held 
fb'eaquire  into  his  condud,  after  his  return  from  capti- 
titjr,  on  the  15th  of  January  1744-5,  to  forfeit  twelve 
mbhths  pay,  as  a  punifliment  for  his  mifcondu£l  on  that 
accafion.  Mr.  Hardy  ftates  the  judgement  to  have  been 
more  fevere,  extending  to  his  difmimon  from  the  fervice 
*• .  for  not  having  made  any  defence,  or  attempting 
tO'difable  the  chace."  A  private  MS.  memorandum  we 
kftve  obtained  relative  to  this  bufinefs,  dates  him  to  have 
been  difmifled  the  fervice,  but  to  have  been  afterwards 
laeflored.  TThe  fentence  fird  dated  is  that  which  we  are^ 
perfuaded  was  adually  pafled,  nor  diould  we  have  men* 
tfOn^  the  others,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  pointing  them  out 
as  erroneous.  Captain  Bury,  if  ever  after^^rds  em- 
ployed, is  not  fufficiently  particularifed  to  enable  us  to 
snention  even'  the  (hip  he  commanded,  or  any  other 
anecdotes  or  circumdances  concerning  him,  e^ficept  ^hat 
be  died  during  the  year  1748. 

.  CALLIS,  Smith,-— was  promoted,  about  the  end  of 
the  year  1741,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  one  of  the 
fhips  on  the  Mediterranean  dation,  to  be  commander  of 
the  Duke  firefliip..  In  this  dation  he  didinguidied  himfelf 
exceedingly,  under  the  orders  of  captain  Norris,  in  the  de- 
firudioil  of  five  Spanidi  gallies  in  the  neutral  port  of  St. 
Tfopez,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  given 
in  the  life  of  cap.  Norris*,  together  with  a  proper  tribute  to 
the  hi^  and  didinguidied  merit  of  Mr.  Callis.  So  highly, 
indeed j  and  mod  jndly>  was  his  condu£l  approved  by  his 
majedy  George  the  Second,  that  he  honoured  hini  with  a 

£>ki-chain  and  medal,  as  a  public  token  of  his  edeem  and 
vour.     On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  which  was  very  foon 
after   his  arrival  in   England    with    the   difpatch    froth 
adcpiral  Mathews,  containing  an  account  01  the  above 
~— — — '*  — — —     ■ 

•  Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  300. 
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CTent,  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Afliftance^ 
of  fifty  guns,  in  which  (hip  he  was  almod  immediately 
ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he  diftinguiOied  him- 
felf  exceedingly,  in  the  month  of  February  1743,  under 
commodore  Knowles,  in  the  unfortunate  attack  on  La 
Guira,  where  he  had  eighty-four  of  his  crew  killed  and 
wounded.  His  behaviour  was  fcarcely  lefs  confpicuous 
in  the  equally  uhfuccefsful  aflault  of  Poi  to  Cavallo  which 
fucceedeo  it,  in  the  month  of  j\pril  following :  a  mora 
particular  and  enlarged  detail  of  both  which  enterprifes 
will  be  found  at  large  in  the  life  of  admiral  fir  Charles 
Knowles*.  We  do  not  find  him  concerned  in  any  other 
remarkable  undertaking  during  his  continuance  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  from  whence  he  returned  in  the  month  of 

June  1745* 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  he  had  a  new  opportunity 
of  difplaying  at  leaft  his  diligence  and  zeal,  and  there 
certainly  can  fcarcely  exift  two  more  valuable  qualities  in 
a  naval  commander.  Soon  after  he  came  up  to  Spithead 
from  Jamaica,  he  received  information  that  the  Mediator 
floop  of  war,  which  had  been  difpatched  exprePs  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  had  been  taken  in  going  through  the  Nee- 
dles by  a  French  Privateer.  Without  waitine  for  the  for- 
mality of  an  order.  Captain  Callis  immediately  flipped  his 
cable,  and  retook  the  floop  of  war  with  fifty  of  the  priva- 
teer's crew  on  board.  Trivial  as  the  above  circumilance 
may  be  thought  by  fome,  we  ourfelves  certainly  conceive 
it  worth  infertion,  as  being  highly  conducive  to  his 
honour,  in  having  been  fo  decidedly  adive  at  a  time  when 
the  fmalieft  delay  might  have  rendered  every  fubfequent 
exertion  ineflTedlual  t. 

We  hear  nothing  of  captain  Callis  after  the  above  event 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 747,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Oxford,  of  fifty  guns;  in  which  (hip,  being  on  a 
cruife  ofF  the  coaft  of  ^ain,  in  the  month  of  Oftober 
following,  he  fell  in  with  the  Gloriofo^  a  Spanlfh  fliip  of 


♦  Vol.  iv.  p.  350,  et  fco. 

f  In  1746  he  was  one  ot  the  roembcrs  of  the  courMnartial  held 
|bf  tht  CijaJ  of  the  wAmnU,  Lcftock  and  Mathews.    See  page  98. 
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war*,  ouninting  feventy  gunfi,  which  was  Coon  after* 
wards  captured  by  captain  Buckle,  in  the  RufTel :  but 
after  having  unfuccefsfully  engaged  her  for  fgmc 
time,  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  contefl  in  conCequence 
of  her  very  Tuperior  force.  So  jealous  was  captain 
Callis  of  his  own  honour,  that  he  demanded  and  obtained 
a  court-martial  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  failure ; 
it  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add  he  was  mod  honourably  ac-i* 
quitted.  Peace  quickly  fucceediog  to  the  above  cvtot, 
we  hear  nothing  farther  of  him  till  tho' month  of  July, 
or  Auguft,  1756,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Cullodeo^ 
of  feventy-four  guns,  as  fucceffor  to  piptain  Ward»  wh^ 
was  ordered  home  to  England  as  one  of  the  evidences  oa 
Mr.  Byng'S  triaU  He,  captain  Callis,  having,  ae  we 
believe,  been  fent  out  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  t^jking 
that  coounand,  he  retained  thie  fame  uation  till  the 
year  1759,  when  he  diilinguifhed  himfelf  highly,  UQclet 
the  orders  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  in  an  attempt,  thoiigli 
an  unfuccefsful  one,  to  cut  out,  or  deftroy  two  Fieocli 
ibips  which  were  at  anchor  within  the  entrance  of  TouLmi 
harbour;  the  particulars  of  which  very  fpirited  enterprise 
have  been  already  given  t.  He  wag  at  this  very  time 
adually  a  flag  officer ;  and  as  foon  as  inteUijgence  of  bis 
promotion  arrived  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  wae  not 
till  after  the  defeat  of  monikur  De  la  Clue  j;,  to  which 
by  his  gallantry  he  very  eminently  contributed,  he  sc« 
turned  to  Europe,  but  did  not  long  cn^oy  his  r^^irement 
from  the  fatigues  of  public  fervicen  ^y^^  ^^  B^^  <^  ^^ 
a2d  of  06lober  1 76 1 .  He  was  buried  m  the  abbey  chuccb» 
where  a  fmall  but  neat  monument  is  ere£led  to  his  memoiy. 

*  This  (hip  was  rendered  exceedingly  rcfnark&ble  bv  biving-'Kecn 
engaged,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  by  the  Lvit  -and  Wannek,  ctfAith 
herrMter}  fccandly,  by  captain  Callia,  m  j«(l  ibt^;  diirdly,  by  a 
fquadron  of  flout  privateers,  the  King  George,  the  Prinoe  Fredeiic, 
the  Duke,  and  Princefs  Amelia,  commanded  by  commodore  Walker  j 
immediately  after  by  the  Dartmouth,  which  was  blown  up  tn  the 
a£lion ;  and,  laflly,  by  the  Ruflel,  which  captured  her. 

f  See  vol.  iv.  p.  331. 

X  Owing,  as  was  fuppofcd,  to  fome  ofEctal  manoRivre,  Mr..CBnfs's 
commiflion  was  omitted  to  be  fent  out  to  him;  io  confequence  of 
which  he  continued  to  ferve  as  a  captain  for  (bme  oonfiderable  tiu 
after  his  a^ual  promotion  to  a  flag.  A  proper  apology  was  afterwards 
iBade  to  him  for  this  apparent  ncglcd. 

CARTERET, 
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CASLTEKET,  Philip,'-* was,  on  the  lodi  of  Mzw 
1742,  appointed  captain  of  the  Greyhound  ffigate,  whkl 
is  the  eajriieft  infQrina;tion  we  have  been  able  to  procure 
concerning  him.  He  aftepwards  ferved  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
as  captain  of  the  Harwich^  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty  guns,  one 
of  tile  fquadron  commanded  in  fucceffion,  biy  Mr«  Barnct« 
Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Griffin.  He  did  not  hjukg  furvivc 
his  return  from  that  Nation  to  England^  Mfhu^  w  is  Cmi 
to  have  died  on  the  28th  of  September  1748. 

CORNISH,  Sir  Samuel. — ^This  gentleman  owed  hi$ 
proniotion  in  the  line  of  his  profeiuon,  aa  well  as  tbi^ 
bonouraUe  title  bedowed.on  him,  towards  the  qlpie  of  his 
Hkf  qaerely  to  his  own  iatrinfic  merit.  We  have  beeo 
iaformed,  and  we  ftridly  believe  with  truth,  that  he  ierve4 
a  regular  apprcnticefhip  to  the  mafter  of  a  collier;  and 
afterwards  entered  himielf  as  a  private  feamaa  on  board  * 
one  of  his  majefty's  fhips.  In  this  inferior  capacity  be 
did  not  long  remain,,  his  diligence  and  adivity  having  £» 
far  recommended  him  to  his  commander,  that,  lingular  a$ 
fudi  an  advancement  may  be  deemed  by  fonr)e>  he  fooQ 
was  appointed  boatfwain  t  of  the  (hip.  He  foQn  rofo 
from  tiut  flation  into  the  line  of  a  commiflioned  officer; 
but  we  have  not  any  particulars,  or  memoranda  of  his 
fervices  previous  to  his  appointment,  about  the  end  of  tht 
year  1741,  to  the  command  of  a  bomb-ketch ;  not  long 
after  which,  tRat<is  to  fay,  on  the  12th  of  March  1742,  ha 
wae  taken,  by  Mr.  Mathews,  to  be  captain  of  the  Na* 
mure,  a  iecond  rate,  the  Ihip  on  board  which  he  hoifled  hiji 
flag;  but  he  did  not  long  continue  in  that  Ration,  to  which 
he  was  in  all  probability  preferred  merely  to  give  him  thd 
rank  of  poft  captain.  His  next  appointment  was  to  the 
Guernfey,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  referve  fquadronon  tha 
$une  ftation.     In  this  ihip  he  was  preient  at  the  encounter 


*  Other  accounts,  and  probably  witb  more  truth,  afTert  chat  he 
vat  originally  in  the  India  fervice,  from  which  he  was  brought  for- 
ymrd  into  the  royal  navy,  at  the  iniiaitce  of  captain  Samuel  Mead, 
who  was  his  very  warm  patron. 

t  This  circumftancc  is  confklcntly  faid  to  have  been  related  by  the 
admiral  himrdf,  to  a  young  gentleman  introduced  to  him  on  bis  firft 
entrance  into  the  navy,  and  was  m«ant  as  an  incentive  to  future  e;c« 
crtions,  from  which  at  leaft  an  equ^l  di^ce  Of  prometigji  might  be 
cipc^d  a|  a  natural  confe^eficpi 

wiA 
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with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulwi ;  but  not 
hsTing  from  the  natnre  of  his  command  found  any  op- 
]portunity  of  fignalizing  himfclf  in  that  aSion*,  if  he  was 
46  unfortunate  on  one  hand  as  to  be  incapable  of  manifed- 
ing  his  natural  gallantry  and  turn  for  enterprize,  he  waf^ 
dn  the  other,  totally  preferved  from  that  vortex  of  cenfure 
vhkh  attempted  indifcriminately^  to  deftroy  the  cha* 
tM&CTS  and  fame,  both  of  the  innocent  and  the  guilty. 

We  muft  not  omit  that,  on  the  19th  of  January  pre- 
ceding the  above  inglorious  event,  captain  Cornifli  had,  in 
company^  with  captain  Ambrofe  in  the  Rupert  t,  captured 
the  Maria  Fortune,  a  Spanifh  regifter  ibip,  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons,  mounting  (ixteen  guns,  and  having  on 
board  the  governor  of  Paraguay  and  his  fuite.  This 
Teffel  was  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was 
valued  at  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  We 
do  not  find  any  particular  account  or  memorandum  rehi* 
tive  to  this  very  brave  and  worthy  man,  either  as  to  his 
private  life  or  his  public  fervicet,  till  the  year  1755*  when 
ne  commanded  the  Stirling  Caftle,  a  (hip  employed  in  the 
Channel,  and  on  trivial  fervices  where  no  memorable  oc- 
currence took  place. 

In  1758  he  was  appointed  to  the  Union,  a  2nd  rate,  one 
erf  the  Channel  fleet,  during  that  feafon,  under  the  orders 
of  Lord  Anfon,  which  covered  the  defultory  attacks  made 
by  the  flying  fquadron,  under  commodore  Howe,  on  the 
fmaller  French  ports.  There  is  a  private  anecdote  relative 
totheconduft  of  Mr  .Cornifli  foon  after  he  became  invefted 
with  this  command,  which  we  think  too  defcriptive  of 
his  charader  and  natural  fpirit  to  pafs  unnoticed.  Lord 
Anfon  had  appointed  him  to  the  fhip  merely  as  a  tern- 

E>rary  commander,  and  what  is  technically  termed  in  the 
rvice,  by  order,  intending  it  for  the  nsig  fhip  of  fir 
Charles  Saunders,  and  that  Mr.  Cornifh  inould  be  then 
removed  into  one  of  lower  rate.  Mr.  Cornifli,  when  in- 
formed of  this  circumflance,  and  fully  fenfible  of  the 

*  He  was  difpatched  immediately  after  its  conclufion  to  Nice;  and 
having  given  a  verbal  account  of  it  to  Mr.  Villcttes,  the  Britifli  reH- 
dent  tnere,  became  the  means  through  which  the  intelligence  of  the 
foregoing  event  was  conveyed  to  England  a  coniiderable  time  fooncr 
than  it  otherwife  would  have  been. 

i  As  we  have  already  related  in  his  life.    Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  ^55, 

indig- 
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indignity  as  well  as  infult  offered  him,  fir  Charles  bein^  a 
very  few  months  his  fenior,  wrote  to  the  commandcr-in« 
chief  in  the  livelieft  terms,  and  requeued  that,  as  he  heard 
the  Union  was  intended  for  a  flag,  he  might  have  the 
honour  of  being  permitted  to  continue  in  that  ihip  as 
captain  to  the  admiral,  a  more  elegant  or  juder  reprObf 
could  not,  perhaps,  have  been  framed  by  the  ableft  politi- 
cian or  the  fhrewdeft  courtier.  Lord  Anfon  afFeSed  not  to 
confider  it  in  that  light,  or  probably  had  not  penetration 
enough  to  perceive  the  force  of  Mr.  Cornifti's  well  turned 
reprimand.  Charmed  with  his  apparent  condefcen- 
fion  he  continued  him  in  the  fame  mip,  and  promoted 
faim  to  the  rank  of  commodore. 

On  May  19, 1759,  he  was  appointed  a  commodore  to  go 
to  the  Eaft  Indies*  with  a  fmafl  fquadron,  confiding  of  the 
Lenox,  of  74  guns,  his  own  (hip;  the  Due  d'Aquitaine, 
of  fixty-four ;  the  York,  of  (ixty ;  and  the  Falmouth,  of 
fifty  guns;  intended  as  a  reinforcement  to  Mr.  Focock, 
with  whom  he  formed  a  jun£lion  on  the  iSthof  Odlober, 
ofFMadrafs.  In  the  month  of  February  1760,  he  was 
detached  with  part  of  the  fquadron,  by  Mr.  Stevens,  who 
had  fucceeded  admiral  Focock  as  commander-in-chief,  to 
Fort  St.  George,  where  he  arrived  on  the  28th  of  Febru- 
ary. In  the  month  of  March  he  aflided  in  the  attack  of 
the  very  important  port  of  Karical,  which  furrendered,  on 
the  5th  of  April,  to  himfelf  and  major  Monfon.  By  this, 
in  addition  to  thofe  fucceffes  which  had  preceded  it,  the 
French,  who  a  fliort  time  before  had  been  fo  powerful 
and  even  threatened  the  dedrudlion  or  capture  of  all  the 
firitidi  pofrcnions  in  that  part  of  the  world,  were  them- 
fclves  nearly  extirpated  from  the  fame  quarter,  being  now 
confined  to  the  linglc  port  of  Pondicherry,  which  itfelf  was 
not  long  afterwards  reduced  by  rear-admiral  Stevens,  Mr. 
Corni(h,  and  colonel  Coote. 

Mr.  Stevens  and  himfelf  having,  according  to  theufual 
praflicc,  gone  into  port  with  fuch  fliips  as  needed  repair, 
to  refit,  about  the  end  of  Oftober,  were  in  the  month  of 
December  following  on  their  return  to  their  ftation  off 
Pondicherry,  when,  on  the  i6th,  he  parted  company  with 
the  commander-in-chief  in  a  gale  or  wind,  which  he  was 

*  He  was  to  have  lioifted  a  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Lenox,  c 
third  rate  of  fcventy-four  guns;  however  it  was  afterwards  determmed. 
he  Ihould  be  appointed  a  flag-officer,  as  he  was  before  he  failed  fronT 
England.  - 

fortunate 
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fertufiftte  enou|h  to  weather,  as  well  as  that  more  tremens- 
doius  one,  almoft  immediately  fubfequent  to  it,  which  did  fd 
much  injury  to  fuch  part  ot  the  Sriti(h  fquadron  as  was 
employed  at  that  time  in  the  blockade  of  this  lafl  remnant 
of  the  French  Eaft  Indian  power.  Mr,  Cornifli  got  in, 
trith  little  or  no  injnry,  on  the  5th  of  January,  with  the 
Lenox,  York  and  Weymouth,  and  the  place  furrehdered 
in  ten  days  afterwards.  Warlike  operations  now  from 
xMceitity  ceafed,  there  being  no  enemy  to  contend  with 
till  the  dasmon  of  difcord  raifed  up  a  very  impotent  one 
in  the  court  of  Spain ;  previous,  however,  to  this,  Mr. 
Cornifh  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white  in 
1760,  and  in  the  enfuiiig  year,  to  be  rear  of  the  red.  On  thcr 
17th  of  May  1761,  he  fucceeded,  on  the  deatli  of  Mr.  . 
Stevens,  to  the  fupreme  command  in  that  part  of  the 
world;  and  the  rupture  with  Spain  having  once  more 
furniihed  Mr.  Cornifh  with  an  opportunity  of  difplaving 
liis  talents  and  gallantry,  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  a  mort 
detail  of  thofe  opei;ations  which  reflected  on  him  fo  much 
honour,  and  brought  the  mod  valuable  of  the  Spanifh 
pofleflions  under  the  fame  dominion  with  thofe  of  her 
ally. 

The  principal  fettlement  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  be- 
longing to  Spain,  is,  as  it  is  well  known,  called  Manilla,  (itu- 
ate  m  Luconia,  one  of  the  Philippine  iflands,where,to  render 
the  chain  of  commerce  complete,  a  large  galleon  annually 
arrives  from  Acapuko,  laden  with  fpccie  and  the  moft  va- 
luable commodities  produced  in  Spanifh  South  America, 
which  are  exchanged  for  the  produce  of  China  and  the  Eafl 
Indies.  The  interruption  of  fo  grand  a  fource  of  national 
wealth  was  in  itfelf  an  obje£l  of  no  fmall  magnitude;  and 
the  reduflion  of  the  place,  together  with  that  of  a 
ftrong  fortrefs,  the  capital  of  an  extcnfive  dominion,  con- 
tributed to  enhance,  in  the  highefl  degree,  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  expedition. 

The  force  deflined  to  attempt  this  great  enterpfrize 
confifled  of  feven  fhips  of  the  line,  including  fourth  rates  ; 
three  frigates,  two  ftorefliips,  and  the  Ofterly  Eafl  India 
Ihip,  on  board  which  were  embarked  colonct  Draper's 
raiment,  the  feventy-ninth,  a  company  of  artillery,  fix 
hundred  fcpoys,  thirty  artillery-men  furnifhed  by  the 
ggvcrnment  of  Madrafs,  a  company  of  caffres,  one  of 

topazes. 
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topascf,  and  one  of  pioneers ;  two  fmall  corps  M"  French 
refugees  and  deferters,  and  fome  hundred  lafcars  for  the 
ofe  of  the  train.  This  motly  army  was  reinforced  by 
Mr*  Gcmiifl],  on  its  arrival  at  Luconia,  with  a  bat- 
talion of  volunteer  feamen,  conlidine  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty,  with  their  proper  officers,  and  the  marines  of  the 
fquadron,  amounting  to  nearly  three  hundred  rank  and 
file. 

The  admiral  had,  the  indant  the  expedition  was  re- 
folved  on,  with  the  mod  prudent  and  laudable  precaution, 
difpaiched  the  Seahorfe  frigate  to  cruife  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Chineie  Seas,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  all 
veflels  botind  for  the  Manillas,  and  preventing  the  enemy 
fixwi  receiving  any  intelligence  of  the  ftonn  of  war  which 
was  ready  to  burft  over  them.  The  greateft  expedition 
was  neceflary  as  well  on  account  of  its  being  conducive 
to  the  ftirprize  of  the  enemy,  as  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  the  fleet  to  profecute  their  voyage,  if  the  north- 
weft  mooTobn  fet  in  with  any  violence  before  it  was 
seady  for  fea.  Energy  and  difpatch  was  confequently 
inoft  confpicuoiifly  apparent  in  every  department ;  in  the 
fliort  fpace  of  three  weeks,  the  troops  w6re  coUcQed, 
formed  and  embarked,  together  with  all  their  dorts  and 
camp  equipage,  added  to  a  proportionate  quantity  of 
artillery  :  a  bufinefs  which  could  not  be  eflieded  without 
the  moft  difficult  exertions,  in  confequence  of  a  perpe- 
tual and  raging  furf  which  conflderably  impeded  and  em- 
barrafled  every  meafure.  The  fubfequent  operations  of 
this  glorious  and  fuccefsful  expedition  will  be  bed  ex- 
plained by  the  plain  narrative  and  account  given  by  Mr. 
Comifh  himfelf,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  in 
the  bay  of  Manilla,  1762. 

««  It  is  with  the  greatefl  pleafure  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  their  lordinips  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  majefty's 
arms  in  the  reduftion  of  the  city  of  Manilla,  which  was 
taken  by  ftorm  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  inftant.  In 
my  letters  of  the  23d  and  31ft  of  July,  I  acquainted  their 
lordfhips  with  my  proceedings  to  that  time;  after  which  I 
ufed  every  poflible  means  at  Madrafs  for  difpatch,  the  de* 
clirte  of  the  fouth-weft  monfoon  making  it  of  the  utmofl 
iniptartaiice :  to  promote  this  end,  I  put  on  board  the  Eli* 
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zabeth,  Grafton,  Lenox,  Weymouth  and  Argo,  Aich 
of  the  troops  and  military  llores  as  they  were  allotted  to 
carry,  and  on  the  29th  fent  them  away,  under  the  com' 
inand  of  commodore  Tiddcman,  to  proceed  to  Mallaca, 
with  a  view  that  they  might  complcat  their  water  there 
by  the  lime  I  Ihould  arrive  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fquadron. 

"  Havingaccompli(hcd  theembarkationofevciv  thing 
defigned  for  the  expedition,  I  failed,  on  the  ifl  of  Auguft^ 
■with  the  Blips  under-mentioned,  viz.  Norfolk,  Panther, 
America,  Seaford,  South  Sea  Cadle  {loreflilp.  Admiral 
Stevens  florcfhip,  Ollerly  company's  fhip,  leaving  the 
Falmouth,  at  the  requcH  uf  the  prendent  and  council,  to 
convoy  the  Effex  India  fhip,  who  was  not  ready  to  fail, 
having  thcireafure  to  take  on  board  for  the  China  cargoes, 
and  to  bring  to  Manilla  fuch  of  the  company's  fervants  as 
were  to  be  put  in  pofleflioBof  that  government,  if  the  ex- 
pedition fucceeded. 

*'  On  the  19th  I  arrived  at  Mallacca  and  was  difappointsd 
in  not  finding  Mr.  Tiddcman  there,  who  did  not  join  tilt 
the  2i(l,  having  met  wiih  long  calms.  The  difEculty  of 
watering  the  fquadron  at  that  place  made  it  the  27th  be- 
fore 1  could  leave  the  road. 

"  On  the  2d  of  September  I  arrived  off  Pulo  Timean* 
and  was  joined  by  captain  Grant,  in  the  Seah(n-fe,  whom 
I  had  detached,  upon  my  firll  arrival  at  Madrafs,  to  cruife 
between  this  iHand  and  the  Streights  of  Sincapore,  to  ftop 
any  vclfcls  he  might  fnfpedl  going  to  Manilla. 

"  On  the  I9in  I  made  the  coall  of  Luconia,  but  was 
drove  off  agsin  by  a  llrong  north-weft  wind,  which  fepa- 
rated  fome  of  the  fquadron.  The  22d  the  gale  broke  up  ; 
and  thewindfliifting  to  the  fnuth-welt,  on  the  33d  we  reco- 
vered the  land  again.  The  next  day  we  entered  the  bay  of 
Manilla ;  and,  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  anchored  off 
the  fort  of  Cavita  with  the  whole  fquadron,  except  the 
South  Sea  CaAle  and  Admiral  Stevens,  the  Falmouth  and 
Eflex  having  joined  me  off  the  coafl.  In  the  night  I  fent 
rnoibund  near  the  fortifications  of  Cavite,  and, 
night  be  attacked  by  (hips, 
morning,  the  wind  not  being 
intmiMuis  aiiiikihe  Cavite,  I  looktvroof  the  frigates, 
\  yriik  gene^  {kaper  and  feme  other  officers,  recon- 
'  noitred 
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noitFcd  the  (here  about  Manilla,  and  obrerved  fomo 
churches  and  other  buildings  to  {land  near  the  works  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  particularly  towards  the  fouth* 
wcil  balHon.  We  had  iome  dcfign  of  attacking  the 
Cavite  firft,  in  order  to  have  the  conveniency  of  that  port 
for  the  ihipping ;  but  coniidered,  though  the  attack  (hould 
be  attended  with  all  the  fuccefs  we  could  hope,  yet  it 
-would  caufe  a  delay,  at  lead,  of  two  days  before  we  coul4 
land  at  Manilla.  This  time  would  have  afforded  opportu* 
niiy  to  the  enemy  to  dcmolifh  the  buildings  near  their 
works^  as  well  as  to  prepare  many  obftacles  to  our  landing, 
and  perhaps  recover  from  confternation  our  unexpeftai 
arrival  had  thrown  them  in;  moreover,  Manilla  being  the 
capital,  if  that  fell^  Cavite  would  in  confequenc^  capitis 
late  alfo. 

^^  From  thofe  confiderations  I  joined  in  opinion  witii 
the  general,  to  take  advantage  of  circumilances  fo  favour- 
able for  a  defcent,  and  land  the  troops  with  all  difpatch^ 
endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  get  pofledion  of  fome  pofts 
near  their  works,  which,  if  effeded,  would  greatly  facill* 
tale  the  reduction  of  the  city. 

**  In  confequence  of  thefe  refolutions  I  immediately 
nude  the  fignai,  on  board  the  Seahorfe,  for  the  fquadron 
to  join  me,  and  for  the  troops  to  prepare  to  land.  About 
fcven  in  the  evening,  the  twenty-ninth  regiment  with  the 
marines,  in  boats,  under  the  diredion  of  the  captains 
Parker,  Kempenfelt  and  Brereton,  pufhed  for  the  morey 
under  the  fire  of  the  three  frigates,  they  efFedled  their  land* 
ing  at  a  church,  called  the  Moratta,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  walls. 

**  On  the  next  morning  the  general  took  an  advanced 
poft  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  glacis,  and  there^ 
under  cover  of  a  blind,  ere&ed  his  battery  againft  the  face 
of  the  foutboweft  badion.  The  number  of  troops  being 
fnnall,  I  landed  about  feven  hundred  feamen. 

**  On  the  a5th  I  difpatched  three  armed  bf)ats  after  a  gal- 
ley coming  up  the  bay  to  Manilla.  They  came  up  with  her^ 
rrfolutely boarded  her,  and  took  her  notwithftanding  (he 
kept  up  a  fmart  fire  with  pattararoes  and  mufkets.  She 
nountcd  two  carriage  and  feventeen  brafs  fwivel  guns,  hav- 
ing a  crew  of  eighty  men.  By  letters  found  in  her  we  dif- 
covered'fhe  was  difpatched  by  the  galleon  St.  Phillipina, 
iniin  Acapulco,  ancLwhom  (he  had  left,  the  ift  of  Septem* 
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bcr,  at  Cajoyagan,  between  the  Embocadaro  and  Cape 
Spiritu  Santo.  Upon  this  difcovery  I  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  fending  the  Panther  and  Argo  in  qiieft  of  her ;  but  it 
ivas  the  4th  of  Odlober  before  the  weather  permitted  their 
failing. 

*'  On  the  28th  of  September  the  general  acquainted  mc 
he  was  beginning  to  work  on  the  battery,  and  that  if  fome 
fhips  could  get  near  enough  to  throw  Ihot  into  the  works  of 
the  town  bppofed  to  it,  by  taking  ofFfome  of  the  enemy's 
fire  and  attention^  it  might  thereby  facilitate  it's  de- 
ftruflion.  In  confcqucnce  of  this,  I  ordered  commodore 
Tiddeman,  with  the  Elizabeth  and  Fahnouth  towards  the 
town,  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  with  in- 
ijjuSions  to  place  the  ihips  in  fuch  a  pofition  as  would  beft 
anfwer  the  purpofc  intended  ;  this  was  accordingly  done 
Ac  next  day,  and  their  fiic  had  a  good  cfFcdK 

'*  On    the  30th    the   South   Sea  Caftle  arrived  with 
(lores,  which   were  much  wanted,  particularly  the  in- 
trenching  tools,     for   which    the    army    had    been    fo 
creatly'  diftreflcd  that  I  was  obliged  to  employ  all  the 
fi)rges  in  making  fpadcs,  pickaxes,  &c.  for  them.     The 
firft  of  0£h)ber  it  began  to  blow  fiefh,  and  in  the  night 
increafed  to  a  hard  gale,  which  drove  the  South  Sea  Caitle 
afhore  near  the  Pulverida,  a  little  to  the-fouthward  of  the 
camp.     This  accident,  however,  had  fome  confidcrablc 
^vantages  attending  it,  as  the  fituation  (he  lay  in  rendered 
her  cannon  a  proteftion  for  the  rear  of  the  camp  :  it  was 
likewife  the  means  of  all  her  military  (lores  being  got  on 
fhore  with  fafety  and  difpatch,  as  well  as  the  army  fupplied 
with  the  provi lions  (he  had  on  board-;  both  which  were 
articles  they  flood  in  immediate  need  of,  and  could  not 
have  been  put  on  (hore  by  boats,  as  it  continued  blowing 
■weather  for  feveral  days  after/  with  a  furf  breaking  very 
high  on  the  beach.     This  gale  being  from  the  W.  S.  \V. 
direftly   on    the    (horc,    gave    nie    much    concern    for 
the  fafety  of  the   fquadron,    particularly   the  Elizabeth 
and  Falmouth,  which  were  only  in  four  fathom  water ;  and^ 
as  I  have  Tukc  been  informed,  with  the  furgc  of- the  fea 
ftruck ;  but  tiie  bottom  bcii^.g  mud,  and  foft  to  a  confidcr- 
able  depth,  thev  received  no  damage.     On  the  4th,  in  the 
morning,  the  general  (Opened  the  battery,   which  was  fa 
well  managed,  and  fecontlcd  by  the  lliips  before  the  town^ 

6  tha^ 
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Ihat  in  four  hours  the  defences  weredemoliihed»  and  the  next 
day,  in  the  evening,  the  breach  was  made  pradicable. 

**  On  the  6th,  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  the  general'^ 
regiment  with  the  Tea  battalion  mounted  the  breach,  made 
the  attack,  and  foon  got  pofTcflion  of  all  the  baClions^ 
which  completed  the  conqueft,  I  immediately  went 
on  fliore,  and,  with  the  general,  met  the  Spanifli  gover- 
nor, and  fome  of  his  principal  officers,  a  capitulation 
was  immediately  aereed  on,  that  the  town  and  port  of 
Cavite,  with  the  iUands  and  forts  dependant  on  Manilla, 
fhould  be  given  up  to  his  Britannic  majedy,  on  conditioa 
that  the  enemy  fhould  pay  four  millions  of  dolUrs  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  town  and  their  effects. 

"  On  the  loth  J  fent  captain  Kempenfelt,  in  the  Nor- 
folk, with  the  Seaford  and  Seahorfe,  to  take  poiTefTion  of 
Cavite,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation.  By  this  acquiiltion 
we  became  in  poiTeflion  of  a  very  large  quantity  of  naval 
flores;  and  be  fides  the  advantage  of  almofl  every  conve- 
nience for  refitting  a  fquadron,  the  people  are  fupplied 
with  freih  meat  and  vegetables  in  great  plenty. 

**  The  fiege,  though  (hort,  was  attended  with  many 
difficulties  and  great  fatigue,  in  which  both  officers  and 
men  exerted  themfclves  with  the  utmoft  chearAilnefs* 
We  had  conflantly  frefh  gales,  a  lee-(hore>  and  confe- 
quently  a  high  furf  to  contenj^  ^i<h,  which  made  it 
always  difficult,  frequently  haziKAlPiMS,  and  fometimes 
impoffible  to  land  with  boats :  the  yains  fell  very  heavy, 
our  little  army  was  furrounded  and  harafTed  by  nu- 
merous bodies  of  Indians,  who,  though  undifciplined 
and  armed  only  with  lances,  or  bows  and  arrows,  yet  by  a 
daring  refolution  and  contempt  of  death,  they  became 
not  only  troublefome  but  formidable.  ^I  have  the  fatiC- 
fadion  of  acquainting  their  lordfiiip's,  that  throughout  the 
whole  expedition  the  mod  perfe6l  harmony  and  unani- 
mity has  fubfided  between  his  majedy's  land  and  fea 
forces. 

•<  You  will  receive  with  this  an  account  of  the  number 
of  officers  and  men,  both  feamen  andjnarines,  that  weie 
landed  from  the  fquadron,  as  likewife  of  the  killed  and 
woimded  in  each  corps.  It  is  with  concern  I  acquaint 
their  lordfhip's  with  the  lofs  of  commodore  Tiddeman, 
who,  in  attempting  to  enter  the  river  ih  his  barge  the 

K  2  morning 
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inorR>!l|!:irierth(rredu^nnt)f  \f2nill>,  wis drOWBdJ**! 
five  of  h'rs  pcopi*. 

"  Captain    Kcmpcnfeir,  by  whom   I   Tend  this,  baij 
b»-n  of  ihe  grcvltll  afltllancc  to  me  during  \\\f  cmntfc  C 
rhis   cntcrprizcj    his  great   ilicru   ttiukcs   it   my  duty  wfl 
rccomraeiid  iiim  ns  a  \-pty  aWc  and  goixl  otSccr." 

Oh  the  aiO  of  Oaobtr  1767,  a«  iho'igh  in  fympathdi.  I 
tic  gratiltidt  am!  honoiirable  renjrd  for  the  gattant  leni ' 
ht  had  rtndfTcd,  lit  was  promoted  at  hf)me,  to  be  victft- ' 
sdmirnl  of  the  blue.  A  liidiinHis  .inccdolc  is  related  of  ' 
him,  yvhtth  wc  tbink  merits  infertion  a*  ftrongly  inatkitig 
till:  cliaraclcr  of  an  linndl  blunt  fcaman,  and  as  having 
reference  10  the  foregoing  expedition.  Tlie  form  of  the 
c.ipilul;il}on  and  ai;r*.einent  for  the  ranfiim,  wbicli  il  is 
wtjil  known  ^^^s  n«fr  paid,  was  fettled  between  the 
Sp^nilii  aichbilhop  and  generdl  draper  :  ilie  latter  valued 
bimfolf  extremely  on  being,  as  he  ccrninly  w,is,  a  very 
clt'gant  frholar;  ft>  that  the  wliolc  of  ilie  tcnverfation 
and  fubfiqitcnl  arrangement  paflcd  in  Latin.  When  the 
dcm«r,  and  (he  confequent  rmfal  of  the  Spanilh  court  to 
pay  ihc  Oipnlated  fum  took  place,  on  an  altedged  and  paltry 
ground  of  inifimderilanding  between  the  negociating 
pftrites :  Mr.  Cornith  exclaimed  humouroiirty  and  with 
an  affcflation  of  mudi  paflion,  *'  ihaf  he  never  would  again 
accept  of  a  commamtiWhetu  his  colleague  fpoke  Latin." 

Peace  not  only  having  been  concluded  foon  after  his 
laft.mcntioncd    very  brilliam  fviccefs,  btit  there  being 
lilprally  no  enemy  any  longer  to  contend  with,  the  vicfl- 
admiral  rcturnid  10  Europe  niih   the  greater  part  of  his  i 
force,  and  doe^  not  appear  to  have  held  any  commaml  I 
<tiiring  the  rcit  ot   his  life.     Indcid  fuch  an  appnintmeill  J 
was  little  to  be  expected,  noucoifcring  during  a  time  (rfl 
profound  peace,  llivlcis  he  had  accejMcd  of  lli;it  of  a  port  1 
adiitifjl,  nr  n   (luce   vc.^i's  Il.iiiid  In  N.-nIi  America,  QtM 
xl.   ■■■-    -  1    •■         ■-■     ■.       ■        -  .■'■•■■,  he  V 
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vivt  this  pr)motion,  dying  two  days  aftcrwardi  iinivcr- 
fally  elleemed,  as  a  brave  commander,  a  valuable  friend, 
and  a  truly  honcft  inan. 

CROOKSHANKS,  John.  —  Our  acquaintance  "with 
this  gentleman  commences  with  his  :>ppoiniment,  on  the 
3d  of  July  1742,  to  be  captain  of  the  LocflofFc,  a  twenty- 
gun  fhip,  ordered  not  long  afterwards  to  the  Mcditcr- 
raneauy  where  he  contiiiued  during  the  years  1743  and  4. 
The  only  material  articles  of  intelligence  we  find  con- 
cerning him  during  that  period  are,  that,  in  the  month  of 
June  1744,  he  captured,  and  carried  into  Gibraltar,  a  very 
valuable  French  mcrchant-lhip,  bound  from  Cadiz  to 
Martinico,  worth,  as  it  is  faid,  upwards  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds.  On  the  i8ih  December  following,  he  had 
the  additional  good  fortune  to  make  prize  of  a  French 
(hip,  mounting  fixteen  carriage  and  twenty  fwivel  guns, 
xralied  the  Firme.  In  a  manufcript  liil  we  have  feen  of 
the  (hips  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Mathews,  in  the 
encounter  with  the  coi.ibined  force  of  France  and  Spain, 
ofFToulon,  the  name  of  captain  Crooklhanks  is  inierted 
as  commander  of  the  Diamond,  of  forty  guns :  but  this 
appointment,  if  true,  could  only  have  been  temporary,  and 
(horc.  He  returned  to  England  in  the  Deptford  Ilorefliip 
not  long  after  his  latter  fucccfs,  and  was  quickly 
promoted  to  the  Lark,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns. 
Nothing  very  obfervable  appears  to  have  marked  his  life 
or  frrvice  till  the  month  of  June  1747,  when  he  was 
ordered  to  take  the  Warwick,  of  fixty  guns,  commsiided 
by  captain  Erikine,  with  him  to  Newfoundland,  as  con\oy 
to  the  merchant- (liips  bound  thither.  Thi"^  fervice  being 
performed,  captain  Crooklhanks  was  inftrutled  to  proceed 
to  LouKburgh,  where  he  was  to  join  the  fquadron  already 
there  under  Mr.  Knowles.  Mr.  Crookinanks  failed  on 
this  fervice,  from  Spithead,  about  the  15th  of  June  ;  and, 
after  a  (hort  Hay  at  Plymouth,  finally  quitted  port  on  the 
20th  with  twenty-four  merchant-fliips  under  his  convoy, 
together  with  a  tranlport,  and  the  Beaufort  packet,  a  fmall 
armed  veflcl  in  the  icrvice  of  the  ordnance. 

No  material  occurrence  took  place  till  the  14th  of  July, 
when  being  in  latitude  40.  38.  loneitude  21.  22.  from  the 
Lizard,  captain  Crooklhanks  and  his  fleet  about  feven  in 
the  moining,  it  being  then  almoft  a  deatl  calm,  difcovea*d 
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a  fail  (o  the  wcdward,  which,  after  a  little  obrervaiion^ 
was  found  to  be  a  large  (hip  of  force,  and  judged  acruifcr. 
The  chacc  was  cominucd  during  the  whole  day  with  in- 
diflbrent  fucccfs;  but  though  the  Lark,  and  her  confort 
the  Wanwick,  gained  confidc-rably  on  thcchacc,  they  were 
not  able  to  clofe,  and  bring  her  to  action,  though 
nothing  impeded  the  purfuit.  By  four  o'clock  on  thft 
morning  of  the  15th,  Mr.  Crookfhanks  was  near  enough 
to  afccrtain  that  his  antagonift  was  a  very  large  Spanifh 
ftiip  of  war  of  two  decks,  mounting  feventy  guns.  This 
difcovery  docs  not  appear  to  have  iniimid.ircd  or  diverted 
thepiirfners  from  thtir  objefl,  notwithftanding  it  led  them* 
ascaptainCrookfhankshimfelf  expreflcs  it  in  his  narrative 
of  the  tranfaflion,  "  DircifHy  otjt  of  ihc  coiirfc  of  the 
voyage." 

The  chace  was  rorlinued  wilh  (low  hut  gradual  advan- 
tage dnring  the  wholi'  day,  und  abcni  cicvtn  at  nighl  the 
JLark,  being  abresfl  of  the  enemy's  fhiji,  v  iiich  was  after- 
wards found  to  be  the  Gloriofo,  and  about  350  yards  from 
her,  began  to  fire;  almoflat  the  fimeinflani  the  Warwick, 
which  till  then  had  kepi  in  the  wake  of  the  Lark,  tacked, 
and  (iacd  to  the  northward.  The  probable  reafons  which 
induced  captain  Erikine  to  take  that  meafure  will  hereafter 
be  ftated  in  the  life  of  that  gentleman.  Suffice  it  to  fay  in 
this  place,  that  a  difference  of  opinion,  l[<r  fuch  at  leafl 
there  certainly  was  between  the  two  captains,  caiifed  the 
total  failure  of  this  attempt.  The  Lark  and  the  War- 
wick becoming,  in  conftqiicncc  of  the  manoeuvre  jiift 
mentioned,  widely  fcparatcd,  the  Spaniard  feized  the 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  Ia::er,  and  totally  difablcd 
her  before  the  Lark  conid  get  up  to  her  fc^port. 

This  appears  to  be  the  lair  (late  of  the  timple  matter  of 
fiR.  This  affair  afterwards  became  a  ftibjed  of  no 
fmall  controiYrfr  i  and  captain  CmokQianks,  on  his 
arrival  at  Louifburg  being  put  under  an  arreft.  In  contc- 

Jiicncc  oi  i  ^':  ■  .  .    \  .  ly  captain 

>ftine,  to  ci-r-i:.  ..■  k  .;,  -■■...■=  :.■■■: '.ced,  by  a 
coun-manij'.  t     .  *  .  ic:^icc.      The  bcft,  and 

at  the  fitnc  time  (1,^  .r  ;".-  acctNini  "e  can  gi\'e  of 

^.  fiNHB^''^''^'  ''  '  '  -'>^°t  >^  by  infening  the 
"  "*---  ■-    1  by  .-■5';3in  Crookl>ianks  to  the 

hcaourable 
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honounble  Mr.  Lcgge,  and  dated  at  fea  on  the* 20th  of 
July,  a  few  days  after  the  adtion.  f 

"  Sir,  I  have  juft  time  to  give  you  an  account,  by  a 
fhip  we  met  at  fea,  of  an  engagement  with  a  Spanifh'niian 
of  war,  which,  far  as  we  could  judge,  was  of  feventy-fouf 
guns.  As  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  her,  you  may, 
perhaps,  have  the  Spaniih  account  before  ours,  and  it  may» 
in  fome  meafure,  fatisfy  your  curiofity  to  have  one  front 
us  as  foon  as  poiliblc. 

"  About  eleven  at  night  I  ran  along  fide  of  her,  as 
near  as  the  wind  w^ould  permit,  and,  in  pafTing,  fired, 
hoping  thereby,  though  not  in  clofe  engaging  diftance,  to 
cmbarrafs  her,  and  give  the  Warwick  the  furer  chance  of 
fecuring  a  ftation  on  her  lee  quarter,  defigning  to  it  retch  a» 
head,  tack,  and  on  gaining  the  wind,  fecure  our  ftation  on 
her  oppofite  bow :  but  the  Warwick  tacked  on  her  quarter, 
being  then  a  fmall  didance  allern  of  us,  which  meafure  I 
think  was  the  only  means  of  deftroying  my  plan.  The 
Spaniard  wore,  hawlcd  the  wind  for  a  very  fhort  time, 
edged  away  toward  the  Warwick  and  engaged,  by  which 
ihe  enlarged  her  diftance  from  us.  We  flood  after  them 
immediately ;  but  having  little  wind,  and  they  going 
nearly  before  it,  we  were  not  able  to  get  up,  to  fuflain  the 
Warwick,  till  we  faw  them  draw  off  from  each  other, 
and  the  Warwick's  main-top-maft  gone.  We  then  flood 
towards  the  enemy  propofing  to  have  engaged  her  at  day- 
light ;  but,  on  the  Warwick's  lying  with  her  head  front 
us,  and  firing  a  gun,  which  I  was  to  conclude  a  fignal  of 
diflrefs,  1  thought  it  indifpenCibly  my  duty  to  quit  that 
defign,  making  the  bed  of  my  way  ^o  her  alfiftance,  and 
to  collect  the  convoy. 

"  1  am,^'c. 

"  Signed,  J.  Crookshanks*." 

To  this  letter  we  (hall  beg  to  fubjoin  the  defence  made 
by  the  above  gentleman  to  the  charge  which  was  preferred 
j^ainfl  him. 


^r*^ 


^  Captain  Crookfhanks,  who  has  puhlifhed  this  letter  in  a  defence 

"ntini  hy  bimfelf,  adds  in  a   note,    '*  By  thit  method   it  would 

C  been  next  to  iropoifiblc  for  the  enemy  to  have  efcaped,  or  have 

ln^g|fd  the  Britiih  (hips  fan  her  out  of  their  way,  but  be  muft  probably 

uVe   foaktft    them    in    the   morning    in    the    manner   that   captain 

Crooklbanks  fiiotild  then  have  found  it  expedient  td  attack  hun. ' 

•r*:*^A  K  4  "To 


^ 


IJU  LITIS  ▲»»  CSAJIACTESS  €V 

^  To  (be  nuxodndorf  part  •f  capcaia  Erfldac^sdttrge 
jgainft  me,  I  uke  rhe  libertir  m  (ay,  in  anfwier,  that  it 
VQuU  haicbeeav juft,  aid  cauall]ras  sood  feofe*  c«  have 
^ffkccn  the  WwiLk  ia  company  with  die  Lark,  as  her 
OplaiA  W3i  the  ccvsaad^og  officer.  I  make  this  frrail 
infig^ificMif  as  Lc  may  appear,  npea  obtenring  that 
of  the  ¥ery  tew  pcnple,  wrvsm  I  have  had  occaCoii 
fD  fjpeak  to  oa  ckis  tubbed,  have  thought  otfaenriSe,  ia 
places  vher?  z:t  acci.ffr.  or  f*?fBe  pexfoo  for  him.  has 
ivickcdly  appeared  to  have  had  hopes  of  cr  thing  ce,  in 
the  <3puuoii  of  the  world,  br  irvectives,  infinuazioos,  and 
feLitiitg  tiories  much  to  my  difadvantagey  25  «  ell  as  foreign 
to  the  cafe  in  qLCtlion,aII  whx^h  czi\  be  u.ade  very  apparent : 
\nx  I  firJonrfell  relieTedySnd  happr.  ir  being  now  broi:ght 
before  acoun,  towh'>fe  var.dour  ^nd  equity  I  cheartuUT 
uibcDit  ibc determination  ot  a- y  caufe,  being  perfuaded  that 
oach  membei  is  guard;;rd  againic  prepoiTclBonSyand  will  take 
die  £ids  onlv  as  they  ihaD  hereafter  be  made  to  appear. 

*'  We  dl^vercd  and  began  the  chace  of  the  enemy 
Ibmetime  after  fcven  o'clock  on  the  mof  ning  of  the  14th 
of  July,  bearing  between  the  nonh  and  the  weft  Irom  us, 
appearing,  at  difTrent  times,  a  large  fail,  with  her  top* 
|ai:s  or.Iy  out  of  water,  from  the  Lark's  fore-caille,  where 
I  went  tu  look  at  her  with  my  gl^fs,  and  could  di (cover 
|ier  head  laid  ditfercr*  ^^ay5,  but  whether  by  tacking  of 
wearing  I  could  not  juoge.  About  ten  I  made  a  fignal  for 
the  Klontague  fitlandcr,  in  the  ordnance  fervice,  to  chace 
to  the  norrh-wcil,  which  Mr.  Conolly,  her  matter,  very 
alertly  obforved  between  twelve  and  one.  In  the  after-. 
noon  of  the  t5th  I  made  the  Warwick's  figral  to  chace 
and  open  to  tiie  north  calt,  which  I  well  remember  was 
not  obeyed.  Wc  continued  following  the  chace,  the 
AIiMitague  and  Warwick  with  iiSy  till  near  nine  at  night, 
having  before  the  clofc  of  day,  fuppofed  the  Mon- 
tague nearly  up  with  the  chice,  as  it  afterwards  appeared 
(he  was,  and  rather  on  our  weather  bow.  About  ten 
they  paired  us  to  the  cailward,  and,  being  convinced  of  it, 

S*^  the  Montague's  fignals  of  falfe  fires,  9dA  mulkets, 
ferv'ing  alfo  the  diflFerencc  of  the  found  of  the  guns  Que 
and  the  enemy  fired  at  each  other,  I  made  the  general 
(ignal  to  tack,  noping  that  the  Warwick  would  have  been 
initautly  prepared  to  obey  it,  fqr  Qxp  wa^  fp  Qe^r  on  our 

weather 
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weather  quarter  as  to  hy  in  our  track.  This  obliged  ini;^ 
in  tacking  firft,  to  pay  round  off,  and  pafs  to  leeward  of 
her,  thereby  lofing  the  better  chance  of  gaining  the 
enemy's  wake,  while  the  Warwick  might  have  cndea^ 
vourcd  to  gain  the  reach  of  him,  provided  the  enemy  had 
attempted  to  fail  large,  capt.  Erfkine  knowing  that  to  be  the 
favourite  way  of  his  (hip's  going  beft. 

**  We  chafeddofe,  bawled  up  ti]lday1ight,andthenagaii^ 
faw  the  enemy,  a  very  tall  Ihip,  and  the  Montague  on  her 
larboard  or  weather  quarter.  About  fcven  I  couM  dif-^ 
tin£^Iy  count  fifteen  tower-deck  ports  regtdarly  bawled  upy 
and  was  fonear  as  plainly  todifcover,  in  my  gtafs,  meft 
on  her  poop  and  gang  boards,  fo  that  I  was  then  at  n# 
iofs  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  fize  of  the  Oiip  and  the 
force  Ihe  was  capaMe  of  carrying.  The  queltton  thaf 
aroTe  for  my  better  government  was,  whether  or  noif  (he 
was  well  appointed  ?  In  the  commto  prudence  of  aif 
officer  I  certainly  ought  to  think  Ihe  was,  and  hope  for  the 
beft. 

**  Thus  I  did  then^  and  always,  determine,  vigoroiifly 
and  refolutely,  with  the  proper  alfiftance  of  the  Warwick, 
to  engage  the  enemy.  I  do  fofemnly,  before  God  and 
and  this  court,  aver,  ftill  reftrving  to  myfelf  an  undoubtect 
right  of  judging,  when  to  begin,  and  in  what  manner, 
that  from  daylight  in  the  morning  till  eleven  at  night  (f 
fpeak  now  of  the  i6rti  of  July)  the  greateft  care  and  pains 
were  taken,  tatrim  the  huU  and  fails  of  the  Lark  ro  the 
beft  advantage,  to  (leer  and  bring  the  fhip  up  with  thcf 
enemy,  as,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  appear,  from  thef 
evidence  of  every  officer  and  man  in  the  Lark,  who  waff 
eapable  of  making  obfervations.  In  this  manner  I  led  up  to 
the  Gferiofo,  the  Warwick  following  in  our  wake  on  one^ 
qiKirter  or  other,  as  fmall  Ihifts  of  wind  and  icommon  una- 
mdabte  accidents  mtghr  occafion.  Some  little  timer 
feefore  we  reached  up  with  the  enemy,  when  there  was  2t 
ftrong  appearance  of  our  dbing  it,  I  fent  for  the  firft'  lieu-' 
tenant  and  gave  him  orders  to.  (land  by  the  fbremofl! 
^n,  to  keep  it  pointing,  and  to  call  to  me  when  he  found 
IT  almoft  growing  ufelefs,  giving  him  alfo  fome  few,  as  t 
thought  neceiTary,  cautions,  in  regard  to  managing  the 
men  and  battery  under  his  more  immediate  care  and 
rfiieAion^  Jlal(o  fent  for  the  fecond  lieutenant  from  his 
2  .  *  quarters, 


154-  LIVES  AMD  CHAftACTMS  OF 

quaiters  between  decks»  intimated  the  orders  I  had  given 
to  the  fiT&f  and  diredled  him  to  be  in  immediate  readinefs, 
that  if  he  heard  a  gun  tired  upon  the  upper  deck,  it  (hould 
be  a  fignal  to  haul  all  the  ports  up,  run  the  guns  out,  and 
make  the  beil  yfe  of  them  he  could,  recommending  par- 
ticularly that  he  fliould  endeavour  to  keep  the  men  cool,  to 
fire  flow,  having  his  guns  fo  pointed  as  to  be  in  a  manner 
fure  of  doing  execution.  I  was  then  rather  determined  not 
to  engage  till  I  got  clofe  on  the  enemy's  weather  bow, 
iefpe£liiig  the pofition  of  failing  he  was  then  in;  but  I 
fired,  upon  obierving  the  Warwick,  which  I  thought  wa5 
unluckily  and  accidentally  caught  in  flays.  The  lines  of 
fight  are  frequently  known  to  deceive  the  flcilful;  but,  to 
the  bell  of  my  judgment,  the  Warwick  was,  at  the  time 
of  putting  helm  alee,  aflern  in  a  parallel  to  the  wind- 
ward of  the  Lark,  very  nearly  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
Lark  as  the  Lark  was  from  the  enemy  a-brcaft. 

**  The  Lark  then  only  got  abreafl  of  the  enemy,  which 
the  Warwick  might  have  done,  and  confidcrablc  nearer, 
but  flie  tacked,  and  fired  in  tacking;  thongh,  I  conceive, 
(he  could  not  fire  with  any  fort  of  good  view  till  after  the 
wind  was  a-head,or  rather  that  (he  paid  two  or  more  points 
ofT,  unlefs  for  reafons  I  cannot  enter  into,  and  ihould 
imagine  captain  Erflcine,  as  late  conunander  of  the  War« 
wick,  will  not  chufc  to  avow. 

"  A  mile,  ftandard  meafure,  is  1760  yards:  350  to 
400  yards,  is  the  mofl  extreme  diflance  that  any  body  on 
board  the  Lark  (I  have  heard  of)  has  judged  her  to  have 
been  from  the  enemy,  when  firing  at  each  other,  abreafl, 
beam  and  beam. 

<<  Diflances  at  fea,  efpecially  at  night,  are  fomewhat 
difficult  to  determine  in  a  very  nice  degree;  fo  is  point- 
blank  iliot,  which  is  commonly  called  a  quarter  of  a  mile^ 
or  440  yards :  therefore  I  can  only  aik  leave  to  oflFer 
arguments  from  certain  fads,  admitting  probabilities 
amounting  very  near  to  pofitive  truth.  The  Lark  pafled. 
the  enemy,  as  tall  a  fhip  as  the  Princefla,  to  leeward  ot 
her  with  all  the  fail  that  could  be  fet  by  the  wirul,  whicl^ 
was  then  moderate,  and,  what  is  often  termed  by  fcamen^ 
jud  a  pleafant  working  gale,  and  the  water  fmooth :  hy^ 
this  I  mean  to  fliew  the  Lark  heeled  two  or  three  flrcaks. 
J  he  enemy  had  only  her  top- fails  and  top^gallant-failsi? 

I  am 
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I  am  not  pofitive  whether  the  latter  were  hoided,  or  on 
the  caps ;  but,^vith  her  fuperiority  of  length  and  breadth, 
I  prefume  fhe  was  nearly  upright ;  and  it  has  been  judged 
that  moft,  if  not  all  of  the  guns  (he  fired  at  us  were  from 
her  upper  decks.  Now  it  is  certain  we  received  a  (hot 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  fore-ftay-fail ;  one  through 
the  main-fail  a  little  above  the  collar  of  the  mizen-ftay; 
a  (hot  went  through  thr  mizen-day-fail,  a  large  deep  fail, 
a  little  above  the  foot  rope ;  another  through  the  fecond 
cloth  from  the  mad,  of  the  mizen^  about  eight  feet  above 
the  quarter  deck ;  many  others  too  palTed  and  dropt  in  a 
particular  and  obferved  manner.  I  conceive,  from  all  thefe 
'circumftances,  the  Lark  was  within  point-blank- (hot  (tho* 
not  in  a  very  clofe  engaging  diftance)  and  (he  was  conded 
and  Heered,  fometimes  by  myfelf,  as  near  as  the  wind 
would  let  us  pafs. 

"  The  Warwick  tacked  when  it  is  wi(hed  (he  had  not; 
but  how  they  reconcile  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement,  in 
ten  minutes,  after  being  a  mile  to  le«ward  (the  words  of 
the  charge)  is  what  T cannot  pretend  to  account  for:  yet 
I  think  I  am  not  miltakcn  when  I  fay  it  muft  Jiave  been 
full  fifty  minutes,  or  more, 

"  I  ufed  my  beft  endeavours  to  return  and  fupport  the 
Warwick;  I  did  return  fo  near,  as  to  have  properly 
renewed  my  part  of  the  engagement  in  ten,  at  the  moft 
fifteen  minutes,  if  the  Warwick  had  not  bawled  off  to  the 
fouthward.  The  enemy,  on  the  Warwick's  going  off, 
fired  ten  or  twelve  guns  very  fmartly  at  her,  and  hawied  to 
the  northward.  Upon  observing  the  Warwick's  main- 
top-maft  gone,  and  not  able  to  guefs  what  farther  damage 
(he  might  have  fuftained,  I  concluded  it  was  beft  to  hawl 
to  the  northward  to  be  near  the  enemy  at  day- break,  for 
the  better  opportunity  of  difcerning  her  condition,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Warwick  :  the  latter,  ftill  lying  in  the  fame 

f>ontion,  fired  a  gun,  which  I  could  not  but  confider  as  a 
ignal  of  diftrefs ;  and  very  foon  after  I  was  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  by  Mr.  Conolly,  in  the  Montague  bilander, 
who  told  me  he  had  been  hailed  by  the  Warwick,  and 
defired  to  acquaint  me  with  the  condition  of  that  (hip, 
which  was  quite  di fabled. 

**  We  wore  and  joined  the  Warwick.  And  now,  fir, 
(landing  heavily  accu fed  of  nmning  away  from  the  enemy, 

which 
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which  I  take  to  imply,  and  mean  cowardice,  tlie  moft 
ihocking  and  ignominious  charadcr  that  can  poflibly  be 
given  to  a  military  man,  I  cannot,  in  duty  and  juitice 
to  myfelf,  omit  declaring  an  opinion,  and  with  conndencc 
too,  that  if  captain  Erflcine  had  managed,  or  even  nuf« 
managed  in  any  other  manner  than  prebifely  what  he  did, 
the  enemy  could  not  have  taken,  I  fay  fnatched,  fuch  ad- 
vantages as  he  did  of  the  Warwick,  in  addition  to  his  fu- 
perior  force;  I  venture  then  to  think  my  condu<%  in  fuch 
cafe  would  fcarcely  now  have  been  called  in  quedion ;  I  am, 
in  the  higheil  degree,  pofitive  my  perfonal  refolution  could 
not  have  fufiered  fufpicion. 

^*  Confidering  that  part  of  what  I  have  now  faid  may, 
in  fome  degree,  prepare  the  court  to  hear  and  canvas  the 
evidence,  as  well  in  fupport  of  the  charge  as  in  my  de- 
fence: and  in  confideration  that  my  greateft  and  only 
comfort,  while  I  exiil,  depends  on  my  clearing  fo  bafe  and 
villainous  an  afperiion  as  has  been  fpread  about,  I  have 
depended,  and  am  tp  bope  for  excufe  in  having  trefpaiTed  00 
your  time.*' 

Notwithftanding  the  court  thought  proper  to  pafs  a 
fentence  of  difmiilion  on  this  gentleman  during  his  ma- 
jefty's  plcafure,  it  was  declared  to  him  by  the  prcfident, 
that  it  did,  by  an  unanimous  refolve,  acquit  him  even 
of  the  fufpicion  of  cowardice,  difaffcclion,  or  want 
of  zeal.  Mr.  Crook  (hanks  bore  his  fituation  with 
extreme  impatience :  he  reprobated  the  condu^  of 
admiral  Knowles  and  the  judge  advocate,  whom  he  loudly 
charged  with  6ppreflion  and  injuftice.  He  aikcd  ihic 
admirals  permilUon  to  fcrvc  as  a  volunteer  in  a  private 
capacity ;  but  this  requcft,  though  not  peremptorily  denied, 
was  not  complied  with.  He  repeatedly  applied  to  Mr. 
Knowles  for  a  court-martial  on  captain  Erflcine  ;  but  this 
wasalfo  refufcd,  under  pretence  that  fuch  application  was 
prompted  onlv  by  a  viiTcliclive  fpirit  of  recrimination  :  fo 
that  at  length  wearied  out  with  frniilcfs  folicitations,  for 
wjiat  he  deemed  a  mere  a6l  of  judice  to  himfelf  and  his 
character,  and  provoked  as  he  himfelf  reports  by  repeated 
and  liiiditd  atFrvUjts,  h.c  took  his  pali'agc  from  Jamaica  on 
board  ihe  IMynioiiih,  with  captain  Digby  Dent,  who  had 
been  iMefidcni  o\  tlic  court-nuriial  which  tried  him,  and 

who 
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who  appears  to  have  entertained  an  high  efteem  for  hinr. 
He  arrived  at  Portfmouth  after  a  palFage  of  nearly  feven 
Weeks>and  immediately  began  a  frein  application  to  the  board 
•f  admiralty  for  a  court'^martial  on  captain  Erflcine.  Still 
was  his  requeft  negatived^  but  not  for  the  fame  reafons 
which  had  b«en  given  by  Mr.  Knowles.  Mr.  Corbet, 
the  fecretary  to  the  admiralty,  wrote  him  in  very  plain 
ferms,  that  **  he  ought  to  have  applied  abroad,  in  proper 
time,  to  the  commander-in-chief,  but  not  then  after  nis 
condemnation,  which  proceeded  only  from  a  recriminating 
temper."  Mr.  Knowles  had  before  told  him  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  he  did  not  think  it  legal  for  him  to  order  a  court-- 
martial without  particular  orders  from  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty:  fo  that,  to  fpeak  candidly,  we  cannot  help 
thinking  Mr.Crookihanks  was  unwarrantably, and  (hame- 
fully  bandied  about  from  one  jurifdt£lion  to  another^ 
without  any  intention  to  afford  him  a  fatisfadion  he 
appears  to  have  had  a  very  legal  right  to  demand.  T9 
lum  up  the  bufmefs,  captain  Erfkine  was  not  tried,  nor 
captain  Crookflianks  employed. 

Matters  continued  pretty  quiet  till  about  1758,  when  Mr. 
Crookflranks  having  publifhed  an  account  of  his  Condutt 
and  treatment,  a  Ihort  and  infignificant  paper  war  took 
place  between  him  and  admiral  Knowles,  in  which  captain 
Erflcinc  was  alfo  involved.  Soon  after  this  time,  having 
n?peatedly  petitioned  his  majefty  that  he  might  be  reflored 
to  his  rank  as  a  captain  in  the  navy,  the  king  was  plcafed 
to  refer  his  cafe  to  the  coniideration  of  the  admiratty. 
board  ;  and  their  report  we  may  naturally  conclude  to  have 
been  favourable,  as  he  was  immediately  rcinflated  in  hts 
former  Ration  on  the  lift  of  captains,  with  the  uAial 
allowance  of  half-pay,  which  he  continued  to  enjoy  during 
life.  This  in  fome  degree  appears  wonderful,  as  Mr. 
Crookfkanks  informs  us  that  lord  Anfon,  at  that  time  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  had  the  intfccent  effrontery  to  teU 
him,  when  applied  to  for  the  purpofe  of  rcinftatemeftf 
fome  years  before,  "  that  he  laboured  under  a  fufpenfion 
which  he  believed  would  continue  for  ever;  that  it  was 
rery  happy  for  him  he  had  been  tried  abroad,  as  he  (hii 
Urdjbip)  was  convinced,  had  the  court-martial  been  held  in 
England  he  would  have  met  with  another  fort  of  fate."  This 
appears  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  is  certain,  without 

any 
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any  wiih  of  deteriorating  his  lordihip's  chara3er,  that  as 
brave  and  as  able  men  as  hlmftlf  haver  been  of  a  very  dif* 
ferent  opinion. 

We  cannot  reconcile  to  ourfelves  this  feeming  contra* 
di£lion  and  aheration  of  opinion,  or  account,  for  the 
foftened  afperity  of  his  lordfhip's  fentiments,  except  fup- 
pofing  it  occafioned  by  a  publication  from  Mr.  Crook- 
Ihanksy  of  what  had  paiTed  between  himfelf  and  his  lord- 
fhip  on  that  occafion,  and  a  difcovery  on  the  part  of  the 
latter,  that  neither  his  rank  nor  fuppofcd  popularity  pre- 
vented  the  world  from  conlidering  that  aflertioil  as  an 
ungenerous  and  unfounded  infult.  Mr.  Crookihanks 
continued  to  live  ever  afterwards  in  retirement,  having 
unfuccefsfully  made  repeated  applications  for  employ- 
ment,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  petition  to  his 
majedy  and  the  letter  annexed  to  the  earl  oi  Sandwich, 
firit  lord  of  the  admiralty  at  the  time  it  was  written. 

«  To  the  King. 

•*  Captain  John  Crookfhanks,  late  commander  of 
your  majefty's  (hip  the  Lark,  humbly  begs  leave  to  re^ 
prefent — 

**  That  on  his  petition  to  your  royal  grandfather,  his 
late  majefty  was  graciouily  pleafed  to  order  that  the  faid 
petition  fliould  be  read  and  confidercd  by  his  board  of 
admiralty :  that,  in  confcqucnce  of  a  report  from  the  lords 
commiilioners  of  the  faid  board  made  to  his  majefty  in 
council,  he  was  farther  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order,  that 
your  petitioner  fhould  be  reflored  to  his  rank,  which  is 
now  done,  and  his  name  {lands  on  the  naval  books,  in  the 
lift  of  captains,  according  to  his  rank  of  feniority. 

**  But  as  the  fervice  of  his  king  and  country  was  then,  is 
ftill,  and  ever  will  be  uppcrmoft  in  his  thoughts,  and  the  firft 
obje6l  both  of  his  former  and  prefent  application,  your 
petitioner  moft  humbly  takes  leave  to  beg  that  he  may  be 
again  adlually  employed  in  your  majclly's  fervice  accord- 
ing to  his  rank  in  the  navy  ;  and  this  he  prcfumcs  to  en- 
treat with  the  grcatell  carneftncfs,  as  this  is  a  time  of  war 
when  no  man,  able  to  ferve  his  fovcrcign  and  the  puolic, 
would  wilh  to  be  unemployed."  , 

My 
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"  My  Lord,     ' 

*^  My  prefent  and  future  tranquility  are  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned that  I  muft  venture  to  unburthen  my  mind  ;  I 
find  it  irrefiftible  ;  yet  hope  to  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  not 
poileiling  jtvery  refpcft  due  to  your  lordfliip. 

**  You  obferved,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  feeing 
YOU,  that  mine  was  a  very  old  and  an  almoft  obfoiete 
ftorv,  and  you  chofe  to  avoid  entering  upon  the  matter. 
This  I  was  not  quite  unprepared  to  expcft :  but  when 
you  faid  you  was  maftcr  of  the  affair,  that  you  had  formed 
your  opinion,  and  a  pretty  ftrong  one  too,  1  was  more  hurt 
than  I  can  defcribe  ;  and  by  fo  much  the  more  fo  as  I  do 
not  believe  England  produces  a  man  who  has  held,  and 
does  hold,  your  (kill  and  abilities,  for  governing  the  naval 
department,  in  higher  eftimation  than  myfelf.  You  con- 
veyed to  my  idea  that  your  opinion  was  unfavourable,  and 
left  it  (hould  be  fo  I  rifque  to  fay,  that  vour  lordfhip  is  not 
mafter  of  the  affair :  you  have  taken  falfe  information,  and 
therefore  only  could  have  drawn  a  wrong  conclufion.  I 
hazarded  chaflifement  from  the  admiralty,  and  a  pecu- 
niary muld  in  Wefiminder-hall,  for  haVing  broke  my 
convoy  orders,  and  indruftions ;.  but  I  had  formed  a  plan 
of  doing  a  gallant  adion,  which  I  knew  I  fhould  have 
executed,  far  as  it  could  have  depended  on  the  refolution 
of  one  brave  man,  and  I  have  no  fcruple  to  fav,  an  able 
feaman  ;  but  my  defigns  were  fruflrated  by  a  felt- Sufficient 
junior  officer,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  him,  whom  I  ought  to 
have  treated  with  rigour ;  I  Ihould  then  have  prevented, 
and  might  have  defyed  all  the  fcandalous,  wicke<i,  and 
mean  machinations  that  were  afterwards  wantonly  play* 
cd  ofF  againft  me,  by  one  1  had  then  never  offended. 
Thcfe  are  points,  my  lord,  I  know  the  truth  of,  and 
that  will  prove  themfelves  when  and  whcrefoever  they  arc 
dofely  and  candidly  examined  into,  by  the  unprejudiced 
men  of  (kill  and  penetration. 

"  I  hope  your  lord(hip  will  generoufly  pardon  me,  if 
I  have  differed  in  opinion  in  one  fingle  inltance,  that  is  fo 
nearly  connected  with  my  own  credit  and  happinefs;  and 
allow  me  to  declare,  that  I  wifh  every  honour  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  Britifh  navy  under  a  long  continuation  of 
your  .lord 111 ip's  aufpices:  although  time  has  not  divert- 
ed mc  of  very  quick  feelings,  yet  it  can   never  enter 

into 
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into  my  plan  to  oScnd  yoor  lonlihip,  for  I  am  with  vo- 
feigned  rdjped, 

"  My  Uud,  &c 

Tothecazlof  Saodwidsy  1771. 

••  J.  ClOOMHAKKS." 

Thefc  repeated  applicadens  did  not,  however,  prodoce 
hit  re-cmpiojmcct ;  nor  could  it  reafooably  haw  been 
cxpeded  by  himfelf  that  they  flioold:  he  had  attained  a  very 
advanced  age;  arxi,  added  :o  thai,  was  fo  cxtremdy  iofins, 
that,  however  his  own  fpirit  might  prompt  him  to  follicit 
a  conamaody  reaion  and  common  fenfe  muft  have  imited  in 
difluading  him  from  entering  on  (bch  an  engagement 
with  thofe  difadvanuges  which,  as  we  have  already 
flatedy  he  laboured  under.  That  he  was  in  many  points 
an  ill-ufed  man  we  believe  few  officers,  of  candour  and 
ability,  have  ever  attempted  to  deny ;  that  if  in  feme 
degree  reprehenfibic,  and,  by  way  of  parenthefis,  we  mutt 
beg  to  remark,  the  only  point  in  which  blame  appears  10 
attach  to  him  is,  his  having  fiood  to  the  eafhrard  five  or 
fix  minutes  longer  than  was  neceibry,  after  he  pafled  the 
Gioriofo;  he  certainly  could  not  merit  fo  fevere  a 
iemence,  while  his  junior  officer,  who  had  manifieilly  con- 
tributed, by  his  condufl,  to  prevent  fuccels,  and  had,  as 
was  fairly  proved  to  the  underdanding  of  all  unbiafled 
men,  been  abfolutely  guilty  of  difob^ence  of  orders, 
was  fuffered  to  pais  through  life  untried,  and,  far  as  related 
to  the  fcrvice  itfclf%  uncenfured. 

Capt.  Crookihank's  appears  to  have  been,  in  his  younger 
days,  a  man  poilefled  of  too  much  warmth  of  temper ;  at 
the  fame  time  his  greatefl  enemies  could  not  but  allow 
him  to  have  poflfeifed  coi^fiderable  ability  as  a  feaman, 
while  the  court-martial  which  tritd  him  bore  the  hand- 
fomeft  teflimony  of  his  perfonal  fpirit  and  gallantry.  He 
died  in  retirement,  at  Pimlico,  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1795,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age. 

DAWNEY,  Honourable  George, — ^was  the  fifth  fon 
of  iir  Henry,  fecond  lord  Vifcount  Down,  and  his  lady, 
Mildred,  daughter  of  William  Godfrey,  of  Thunich,  in 

the 
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ttie  county  of  Lincoln,  cfq.  ♦    Having  betaken  himfclf^ 
to  a  naval  life,  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1742,  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Biddeford  frigate.     This  veflel 
"Was  principally,  if  not  entirety  employed,  during  the  car- 
tent  year,  as  a  cruifer,  in  which  occupation  we  do^not  find' 
any  other  mention  made  of  captain  Dawney's  fuccefs, 
than  his  having  captured,  on  the  26th  of  June,  a  Spanifh, 
privateer,  csilled  the  St.  Anthonio,  belonging  to  Bilboa^ . 
carryingfourteen  carriage  ten  fWitel  guns,  and  ninety-nine 
men.    Early  in  the  enKiing  vear  this  gentleman  removed 
into  the  Lyme^  a  (hip  of  the  lame  force  with  that  he  before 
commanded*    This  is  the  lad  mention  we  find  made  of 
him  in  the  naval  line,  for  unhappilv  falling  under  t^ 
derangement  of  mind,  from  which  he  did  not^  we  belieire» 
ever  rccovef,  he  of  confeqaence  retired  altogether  frotd 
the  fervice  many  years  before  his  death.    This  happened^ 
according  to  Mr.  Hardy's  lift,  on  the  i6th  of  November, 
1766. 

De  L*Angle,  Merrick,  —  was,  during  the  cJarlier  fart 
of  his  fervice  both  as  a  commander  and  a  pod  captain, . 
employed  on  the  Mediterranean  (tation.  lie  is  (aid  ia 
fome  accouQts^  which  we  muft  confeis  we  are  rather 
doubtful  aa  to  the  authenticity  of,  to  have  commanded  the 
Anne  Galley  fireihip  early  in  the  year  1741 ;  but  we  can 
fpeak  with  much  greater  confidence  of  his  appointment, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  1742,  to  the  Durfley  Galley,  a 
frigate  of  twenty  guns  t,  a  command  which,  contrary  to 

the 

*  *'  This  family  is  of  very  great  antiquity  in  this  county.  Sir  Plnne 
Dawoey,  of  Dawney  Caille  in  Normandy,  from  whom  this  family  it 
defcended,  came  into  England  with  king  William  the  Con^tkor***-— 

See  Archdale's  Peerage. 

f  We  muft  not  omit  the  following  very  honourable  anecdote  con<- 
cemine  this  brave  and  worthy  man,  in  the  very  words  in  which  it  ia 
related. 

**  A  year  or  two  fince,  his  majcfty's  fhip  the  Durfley  Galley,  of 
twenty  guns,  captain  De  L'An^le  commander,  cruizing  the  eaflward 
of  Ahcant  bay,  made  a  fmall  fail,  to  which  fh?  gave  chace.  Coming 
up  with  it  towards  evening,  and  firing  a  gun,  the  bark  ftnicki 
and  the  boat  going  off  to  take  pofleflion  of  her,  found  her  a  fmall  xe- 
beque,  boundfrom  Malaga  to  Vvica,  with  proviGons  and  fome  paffen- 

§ers  of  both  fexes,  whom  our  tailors,  without  much  ceremony,  plua- 
ered  of  what  money  or  things 4)f  value  they  had  on  board. 

Vol.  V.  h  "The 
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kia  ova  M^1^ 
Yvica. 

cH  t&6nc4  Hbc  tklsbiftop  bnlobiiMa  IbJc  oC  tWs 

of  w  aopcafB  oC  ike  port  d  Tvica,  W  mewet  hih  m  lead  one 

vicb  lack  reCrcfliBencs  li  the  ilbad  afilrd^  aid  hit  coapli- 

BtBCt  to  thic  capcaiB,  in  ackaowlo^acacs  fer  dK  &voim  &oim  him 

oa  kovd  the  Durflcj  Galley.    Tbis»  dtcidbre,  ongh^  *»  Rcoa- 

mtad  a  generoitf  bduvioor  even  to  our  tmtmitMJ* 

•  So  cbii  it  is  omA  prabibk  ke  oa^  cHMMsded  kjr  onte. 
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buriners,  fee  vol.  iv.  p.  72,  to  which  we  ref(er;  content** 
ing  ourfelves  with  faying,  what  it  would  be  an  z£t  of  thtt 
higheft  injuftice  to  captain  De  L* Angle's  merit  to  omit, 
that  he  executed  this  very  delicate  commiflion  with  all  th<? 
fpirit  and  addrefs  of  an  able  politician,  and  experienced 
negociator.  It  is  rather  to  be  wondered  at  that,  after 
l^taving  difplayed  fo  much  fuccefsful  ability,  he  (hould  not 
have  been  advanced  to  the  rank  of  pod  captain  till  the 
13th  of  November  following,  when  he  was  removed  into 
the  Winchelfea,  a  veifel  of  no  greater  force  than  tha- 
Duriley  Galley.  In  this  (hip  he  was  employed  the  fol« 
lowing  year  on  a  variety  of  fenriccs,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  which  nothing  occurred  fo  remarkable  as  to  de- 
mand ofir  notice.  The  mofl  intereding  of  all  hi$ 
occupations,  during  the  period  juft  (lated,  is  bed  defcribed 
in  the  annexed  letter,  written  by  himfelf ;  and  which^ 
though  rather  too  long  for  our  purpofe,  we  think,  ad 
containing  a  genuine  account  of  Turkifli  manners,  curious 
enough  to  warrant  its  infertion  *• 

Sooa 


«•  •  Winchelfea,  Oa.  sa,  1743. 
**  Dear  brother, 

*'  I  begJA  this  letter  at  fea,  in  the  Channel  of  Malta*  Mount  Minm 
on  the  iibnd  of  Sicily  bearing  N.  £.  and  the  iiland  of  Malta  S.  by  £» 
diftance  ten  leagues,  being  on  my  return  from  a  very  unfncceftful 
cruiTe  in  the  Archipelago,  which  I  am  fure  you  will  lay  was  a  very 
unfortunate  one  ere  you  have  read  to  the  end  of  this  eniille. 

"  On  the  31ft  of  July  I  joined  the  admiral  in  Villa  Franca  har* 
bonr^  from  Genoa ;  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  fend  me  into  the 
Archipelago  in  purfuitof  a  Spanifli  privateer  (or  rather  pirate,  for  be 
plunders  all  nations)  which  he  had  been  informed  had  done  great 
mKchief  to  our  trade  in  tbofe  feas ;  that  he  was  very  richy  iafomuch 
that,  if  I  fhould  have  the  good  fortune  to  uke  him,  I  need  never 
troiible  myfelf  about  the  fca  again  as  long  as  I  lived ;  that  he  was  a  fluft 
of  twenty-four  guns,  and  one  nundrcd  and  fixty  men,  which  was  juft 
my  match ;  from  whence  I  imagined  we  muft  tight  hard  for  it  fhould 
we  meet. 

**  I  failed  from  Villa  Franca  on  the  3d  of  Auguft;  on  the  '14th  wtt 
arrived  at  Malta,  where  I  vras  to  have  taken  on  board  a  pilot,  but  GOulUI 
not  get  one,  which  you  will  find  was  a  great  misforttine.  W# 
did  not  come  to  an  anchor  there,  but  made  fail  again  in  the  eveniiUE. 
On  the  25th  we  came  10  an  anchor  at  Caria,  in  the  iJle  of  Candia,  which 
was  once  in  poflefGon  of  the  Venetians,  but  now  belongs  to  the  Turks: 
here  we  flopped  to  fill  oar  water  calks  and  get  intelligence.— •!  believe 
I-  maik  jaow  detain  you  a  little  to  tell  you  in  what  manner  we  were 

4«  a  received. 
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Soon   after  captain    Dc   L'Angle's  return   from   th<f 
expedition  juft  mentioned,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Bar- 

fleur^ 

received,  as  it  may  poftibly  divert  you,  and  (hew  you  in  what  eReenl 
«D  Englifliinan  is  held  by  thofe  people*  As  foon  as  the  (hip  wai 
moored  I  fent  an  officer  to  make  tay  compliments  to  the  governor^ 
who  isa  bafhaw  of  three  tails  (a  poft  of  great  rank  in  their  fervice)  and 
an  admiral  of  the  Turkifli  fleet.  He  returned  me  a  very  obliging  an* 
furet',  and  faid  I  was  not  only  welcome  to  every  thing  the  place  afforded, 
btit  that  he  (hould  take  a  pleafure  in  afiifling  me  with  any  thing  I  might 
be  in  want  of.  The  next  morning  he  fent  an  officer  on  board  to  enquire 
after  my  health  and  to  invite  me  afliore,  he  attended  his  compliment 
with  a  prefcnt  of  four  bullocks,  feven  dozen  of  fowls,  two  hundred 
weight  of  ru(k,a  grcatnumberofWater-melons,mu(k-meIons,anda  large  ■ 

?|tiantity  of  fruit  of  all  forts.  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  feVeral  very 
irgecheefes,  which  you  know  I  am  extremely  fond  of.  In  the  afternoon 
I  went  on  (bore  to  wait  on  him,  attended  by  the  £ngli(h  confof  and 
feveral  officers  belonging  to  the  (hip.  He  received  me  with  great 
iQarks  of  ceremony  and  rcfped,  expreflfed  the  great  regard  he  bad  to 
the  Englifh  nation  in  general,  and  how  much  pleafure  it  gave  him  ia 
particular  to  have  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  a  gentleman  bred 
la  his  own  way,  having  himfelf  been  brought  up  to  the  fea  from  his 
cradle.  I  told  him  I  was  come  into  thofe  feas  in  qucft  of  a  Spaniih 
privateer,  commanded  by  one  Andrea  Scirenfi,  and  (hould  be  glad  if 
he  could  give  me  utiy  intelligence  of  him ;  that  I  apprehended,  if 
I  (hould  have  the  good  fortune  to  deftroy  him,  it  would  be  doing  a 
poblic  good,  as  I  was  Very  well  affured  he  was  little  better  than  a 
pirate,  for  that  he  (hewed  no  regard  to  the  colours  of  any  nation,  but 
plondered  all  alike.  He  told  me  my  information  was  true,  and  that 
the  grand  fignior  had  fome  time  ago  fent  a  (hip  of  (ifty  guns  to  look 
for  him,  which  had  (ight  of  him,  but  could  not  come  up  with  him : 
that  he  had  very  lately  cleaned  at  Serigatto,  an  uninhabited  ifland  in 
chat  neighbourhood :  that  he  mounted  twenty-four  guns,  and  had  tWo 
hundred  men,  having  lately  increafed  his  coAiplement  by  entertaining 
a  parcel  of  Greeks  and  other  fellows  of  defperatc  -fortunes.  1  told 
him  I  had  in  my  pa(rage  fpoke  with  feveral  French  velTels,  but  their 
accounts  Were  fo  different  I  could  j;ivc  but  little  credit  to  them ;  upon 
which  he  (hook  his  head,  ^nd  faid  (he  £n^li(h  were  upright  and  ju(^, 
that  their  ways  were  as  ftraicht  as  the  flight  of  an  arrow ;  but  the 
French  twifted  and  winded  like  a  fcrpenf. 

**  He  then  called  for  a  chart,  fliewcd  me  where  he  had  been  feeU 
within  ten  days,  and  where,  he  then  faid,  he  was  now  cruizing.  You 
may  be  fure  this  haOened  my  departure,  it  being  not  more  than  forty 
leagues  from  where  we  were ;  and  you  will  find  his  intelligence  was 
igeod,  as  I  after  met  him  at  the  very  place:  but  before  I  go  from  hence 
you  or  my  fifter  may  expcfl  to  hear  in  what  manner  I  was  entertained* 
"  When  I  came  in,  the  Bafhaw  was  (itting  upon  a  fofa, 
from  which  he  arofe  and  bid  me  veleome  to  Candia.    He  then  feated 

himfelf 
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fleur,    of  ninety  guns,    as  captain   under   rear-adniirat  ' 
Rowley,     In  this  ftation  he  diflinguilhed  himfelf  exceeds 

ingly 

»  ,       I      ■  -    .       .,         ,     ,     ■     ,  11^ 

bimrelf  again  ^  after  which  I  was  placed  on  a  brocade  ftool  juft  before  bim^ 
and  the  gentlemen  who  came  with  me  on  a  bench  juft  by.  We  had 
firfi,  fweetmeatti  tBen  coffee;  after  that  (herbet,  and  then  more  fweet- 
meats.  Afterwards,  we  were  all  perfumed,  I  being  informed  tbit 
would  be  the  laft  piece  of  ceremony,  got  up ;  two  men  then  put  a  caftan» 
or  veil,  upon  me,  which  thebafhaw  told  me  he  did  notprefem  me  with  on 
account  of  the  value  of  it,  but  as  the  greateft  honour  the  grand  fignior  . 
could  do  me.  Every  gentleman  was  prefented  with  a  brocade  hand- 
kerchief, and  fo  we  retired  e  I  was  then  rondu6^ed  into  a  large  gaU 
lery  feeing  a  fquare,  where  all  the  mufic  were  drawn  up,  to  the 
number  or  twenty  or  more,  confiding  of  drums,  trumpets  and  haut* 
boyi,  and  two  fellows  with  inftruments,  different  from  what  I  ever  met 
with  in  all  my  travels,  nor  can  I  teU  what  they  were  like,  unlefs  it  be 
to  the  top  of  a  warming-pan,  for  they  were  much  of  the  fize  and  made 
of  brafs  (I  wifh  you  and  my  fifier  had  been  there,  do^or)  ;  they  held 
one  in  each  hand,  which  they  flruck  together.  They  entertained  me 
with  a  point  of  war,  or,  that  you  may  better  underfland  me,  a  march  the^ 
play  when  they  lead  on  their  troops  to  battle.  This  lafied  near  half  in 
hour,  and  I  then  went  on  board. 

"  But  I  (hould  have  told  you,  that  I  made  the  bafhaw  a  prefent  of 
a  perfpedive  glafs,  that  coft  me  about  two  guineas  at  Genoa,  witir 
which  he  was  much  delighted,  aiid  faid  1  could  not  have  given  him 
any  thing  that  was  fo  acceptable. 

*'  We  compleated  our  water  the  next  day  and  failed  in  the  even<- 
ing,  making  the  beft  of  our  way  for  the  place  where  the  bafliaw  told  me 
the  privateer  cruifed ;  this  was  between  theeaft  end  of  the  iflc  of  Caiidta» 
and  Scarpante  another  ifland,   where  we  remained  for  three  days 
without  feeing  any  thing  of  him ;  we  then  apprehended  the  fliip  had 
fprung  a  leak,  for  we  made  fometimes  more  than  four  feet  water  in  n 
wa  c\  which  obliged  us  to  think  of  fome  place  to  put  into»  that 
we  might  examine  our  bows,  the  leak  being  forward.     Accordingly, 
the  next  morning,  September  2,  we  bore  away,  the  wind  being  then 
N.W.  and  at  tcii  o'clock  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Caflii 
Paulis,  on  the  eail  end  of  the  ifland  of  Candia.     Here  we  lay  in  a 
florm  of  wind  from  the  time  we  came  in  until  the  7th.    The  leak  was 
occafioned  by  the  rats,  who  had  eaten  feveral  holes  in  our  haufe  piece. 
We  failed  again  the  7th,  in  the  evening,  to  our  former  fiatjoh,  thif 
we  cruifed  until  the  leth,  when,  in  the  oreak  of  the  morning,  we 
difcovered  a  large  (hip  about  four  leagues  to  windward,  which,  by  her 
appearance  and  the  poflure  fl)e  hy  in,  gave  us  sreat  room  to  believe 
it  wu  the  veflfel  we  were  looking  for.     He  had  no  fails  fet  but  the 
top. fails  upon  the  cap,  a  certain  token  of  his  being  a  cruifer ;  but  the 
d^y  coming  on  put  it  pad  all  difpute;  for  with  our  glaffet  we  copld 
make  his  hull,  which,  together  with  the  fize  of  hit  mafts  and  yarda» 
anfwered  exa6ly  to  the  defcription  we  had  received  of  him.     Qur  oext 
imfinefs  was  to  confider  how  we  could  get  nearer  to  him:  he  not 

L  3  being 
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ingly  in  the  encounter,  with  the  united  flags  of  France 
and  Spain,  off  Toulon.     He  continued  to  retain   th^ 

fame 


being  three  weeks  foul,  and  the  WincheKea  above  ten  moaihi}  fo  thai 
ye  Bad  but  little  bopei  to  come  up  with  bim  (bould  we  begin  tbe 
chafe.  It  being  our  conftant  cuAom  to  difguife  the  fliin  ai  much 
IS  poflible  before  day- light,  and  being  then  in  that  podurc,  upon 
H  wind,  though  on  a  oiflFerent  tack,  we  held  on  our  courCe  imagining 
%c  might  take  ut  for  a  merchant -(hip  and  bear  down  upon  ut.  la 
this  manner  we  remained  near  half  an  hour;  but  when  i  £Miod  that 
bait  would  not  uke,  and  faw  that  he  began  by  little  and  little  to  make 
iail,  I  flung  off  the  cloak  and  put  the  (hip  about,  making  all  the  fail 
we  could  in  chafe :  when  he  perceived  ibis,  he  did  the  iike  and 
|U)od  from  us.  We  bad  at  much  wind  as  we  could  carry,  to  all 
our  fails,  and  in  a  very  little  time  perceived  we  wronged  him;  which* 
as  foon  as  he  faw,  he  endeavoured  to  get  before  the  wind,  which,  b^ 
llie  wind's  flufting,  he  foon  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  :  that  however 
;^vailed  him  nothiog,  for  we  flill  came  up  with  him,  and  by  twelve 
o'clock  were  withio  random  (hot  of  him,  when  it  fell  calm.  We 
tbea  got  our  boats  ahead  and  our  oars  out,  and  he  did  tBe  fame,  but 
bad  the  belter  of  us  from  havioj^  two  large  launches  which  rowed  with 
uxteen  oars  each,  and  pulled  him  from  us;  but  whenever  there  came 

Sf  wind  we  came  up  with  him.  In  this  manner  we  porfued 
m  till  twelve  at  night,  when  we  loft  fight  of  him  under  the  loade  of 
laad,  where  he,  being  well  acauainted,  ran  among  fome  rocks,  where 
ive  could  not  follow  him  for  the  want  of  a  pilot. 

"  We  ftood  in  fo  far  that  we  had  almoU  put  the  (hip  aibore  before 
ve  tacked.  Many  tiinei  in  the  day  I  would  not  have  givco  any  roan 
forty  (hillings  to  have  infurcd  him,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  would 
bave  carried  us  alongfide;  but  it  is  now  paft,  and  there  is  an  end  of  ir» 

**  I  believe  he  lived  the  next  day  on  the  joy  of  having  efcaped,  Sbr 
be  flung  all  his  (beep,  fowls,  hcn>cuops,  bulkheads,  and  a  great  many 
other  articles  overboard  during  the  chafe,  which  came  fwimmiog  alpng 
our  iide. 

'*  I  (ired  fcveral  (hot  at  him  jufl  before  it  was  dark,  one  of  which 
I  believe  went  on  board  him,  but  it  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  do 
much  mifchicf.  J  kept  off  the  place  until  the  next  morning  to  (ee 
whether  he  might  not  have  anchored,  or  podibly  been  on  (bore  among 
the  rocks,  but  he  was  gone.  "I'he  wind  being  then  northerly,  I  con- 
cluded he  mufl  have  ftood  to  the  fouthward ;  I  therefore  made  all  the 
fail  I  could  and  ran  down  all  along  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  and  from 
thence  to  the  coaft  of  Carimania,  but  faw  nothing  of  him.  I  then 
hauled  to  the  northward  again  and  went  round  the  north  fide  of  the 
siland  of  Candia ;  viQted  the  iflands  of  Sarigo  and  Scrigatta  ;  but  get*, 
ting  no  tidings  of  him  at  cither  of  thofe  places,  I  boic  up  for  Zuder, 
a  good  port  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Candia,  to  fill  our  wstcr  in  order  to 
our  return.  I  flayed  there  three  days,  and  in  failing  from  thrnce  put 
the  people  to  (hort  allowance  that  I  might  d^y  fome  iiule  time  longer 

in. 
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fame  ftation  for  a  confiderable  time,  according  to  forae 
reports  till  1745>  or  even  a  later  period.  After  his  re- 
turn to  England  we  do  not  find  any  particular  mentioh 
made  of  him  till  the  month  of  December  1747,  when  ho 
commanded  a  (hip  of  the  line  at  Portfmouth,  and  was  pne 
of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  convened  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent.  In  the  month  pif 
December  1748,  he  was  xcaptain  of  the  Devonfliire,  a 
guardfliipy  mounting  eighty  guns:  but  peace  havinjgtakeni 
place,  the  only  fubfequent  notice  we  find  taken  of  him  iS| 
that,  in  the  month  of  February  1750,  he  again  was  epir 
ployed,  on  a  court-martial  held  for  the  purpofe  of  tryinff 
lome  of  the  captains,  who  had  ferved  under  reaf>admir^ 
Knowles  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  he  moreover  was,  in  tho 
month  of  December  following,  in  the  Gune  very  unenviabt? 
line  of  occupation,  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Griffin.  Nothing 
elfe  has  come  to  our  knowledge  relative  to  this  very  abl^ 
and  good  man,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  the* 
1 8th  of  May  1753. 

DURELL,  Philip, — Our  information  relative  to  thi< 
gentleman  commences  with  his  appointment,  on  Febru- 
ary  6, 1 742,  according  to  that  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  fome  other 
accounts,  .to  be  captain  of  the  Gibraltar  Fripate :  byt 
others,  whofe  authenticity  we  have  a  greater  opinion  of,  fyjf. 
the  Seahorfe.  No  fmall  degree  of  perplexity  attends  thQ 
attempt  to  inveftigate  fuch  particulars  as  properly  belong 
to  the  life  of  this  worthy  officer.  This  difficulty,  whicH 
^e  have  already  frequently  complained  of  on  former  oc- 
cafions,  arifes  from  the  too  frequent  omiflion  of  the 
Chriftian  name,  a  circumftance  which  renders  it  nearty. 
iropoflible  to«appropriate  to  each  commander  theftatioQS 
and  particular  fervices  on  which  he  was  employed,  whe^ 
two  perfons  of  the  fame  furname  are  cotemporaries.  We 
have  before  Rated,  vol.  iv.  p.  262,  captain  John  Durell* 
to  have  commanded  the  Eltham.     This,  however,  is  n 


"rr 


10  ihofe  feis.  I  afterwardf  (f^uifed  a  few  dayt  among  the  iflandf  9^ 
riie  Archipelago,  and  ran  down  on  the  coaO  of  the  Morea  at  far  M 
Cape  Maupan,  from  whence  we  took  oiir  departure  for  M«|)on| 
where  we  are  now  Aoiag  to  perform  quarantine.*' 

*  We  cannot  htlp^mtjiin^  as  ratheriL  fingQlar  cire«ei(lance,  thai 
the  firfi  appointmeot  of  oapuio  Thomai  Durell,  fee  vol.  iv.  p^  9$^ 
was  to  the  dciboric,  and  of  captain  John  Durell  to  the  Gibralur. 

L  4  circuour 
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debarkation  of  the  troops.  This,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  a  ta(k  of  no  fmall  or  common  difficulty ;  an4 
it  will  be  readily  admitted  to  us  on  referring  to  the 
report  of  the  various  artificial  impediments  carefully  and 
mod  fcientifically  contrived  by  the  French  to  prevent  m 
attack)  or  at  lealt  to  render  it  abortive.  On  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion  fucceis  is  the  moft  concife  as  well  as  convincing 
proof  of  merit ;  and  though  much  applaufe  cannot  but  be 
beftowed  on  thofe  brave  atid  didinguifhed  leaders  who. 
forced  their  ws^  at  the  head  of  their  troops,  in  fpite  of 
^cumulated  obftacles,  yet  fiill  no  fmall  portion  of  praife 
is  due  to  the  man  who  is  daring  enough  to  hazard  hu 
own  reputation,  by  giving  the  firft  advice,  as  he  is  faid  to 
have  done,  for  the  profecution  of  fo  bold  a  meafUre. 

Mr.  Durell,  during  his  abfence  on  the  above  fervicfr, 
was  promoted  to  be  res^r^admiral  of  the  blue ;  and  about 
the  isitnp  time  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  }ady,  who 
died  at  BriQol  of  a  decline.  After  the  fortunate  con* 
clufion.of  the  expedition  jufl  mentioned,  Mr.  Durel^wit 
left  at  Halifax  to  command  in  chief  during  the  winter;  Iq 
the  courfe  of  which,  we  believe  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1759,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red* 
Early  in  the  enfuipg  fpring  he  was  joined  by  vice-admiral 
Saunders  and  rear-admiral  Holmes,  with  a  very  ftrong 
fleet  from  England  declined  for  the  attack  of  QuebeCj^ 
the  capital  of  French  America.  Soon  after  the  jundion^ 
Mr.  Saunders,  who  was  the  commander-in-chief,  detached 
rear-admiral  Durell  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  the  ifle  of 
Courdres,  in  the  riyer  St.  Lawrence,  hoping  he  might  be 
in  time  to  intercept  a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports,  visu- 
al lers,  and  ftorefhips,  which  were  faid  to  be  on  their  paf* 
fage  thither  from  France.  His  fuccefs  was  not,  however, 
equal  either  to  his  expectations  or  his  deferts.  He,  indeed, 
captured  two  ftorefhips,  but  feventeenf  others  had  got  up 
the  river  before  his  arrival.  Little  or  no  mention  is  madie 
of  his  having  been  particularly  concerned  in  any  of  the 
operations  of  the  iiege :  but  (ir  Charles  Saunaers,  the 
commander-in-chief,  pays  him  the  higheft  compliments 
for  the  ailiftance  he  derived  from  his  advice  and  exertions 
through  the  whole  of  that  interefting,  that  perplexing 

Eiriod :  and  the  houfe  of  commons  very  juftly  included 
m  in  tkeir  vote  of  thanks. 

After 
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After  his  return  from  America  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  held  any  commiflion  till  the  beginning  of  the  year 
176I9  when  he  was  appointed  port  admiral  at  Plymouth 
on  the  14th  of  June  following.  While  he  held  this  com* 
mand  he  married  the  widow  of  the  unfortunate  capt,  Wittc- 
wronge  Taylor,  who  commanded  the  Ramillies  when 
wrecked.  In  1762  he  was  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue ;  and,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  was  ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief  on  the  American  (lation^wheie 
lie  had  his  flag  flying  on  board  the  Launcefton,  of  forty- 
four  guns.  He  died  at  Halifax,  holding  this  ftation,  abdut 
the  month  qf  Auguft,  1 766.  Mr.  Hardy  erroneoufly  flstes 
this  event  to  have  happened  on  the  6th  of  December. 

ERSKINE,  Robert. — ^Our  information  relative  to  this 
gentleman  commences  with  his  appointment,  on  the  13th 
of  November,  1742,  to  be  captain  of  the  Fox  frigate. 
We  do  not  find  any  fubfequent  mention  *  made  of  him 
till  the  year  17471  when  he  commanded  the  Warwick,  of 
l^ty  guns ;  and,  in  the  month  of  July,  was  ordered  out  to 
America  with  captain  Crookfbanks  ot  the  Lark,  as  convoy 
to  fome  mer^hant-fhips  bound  thither.  On  their  pafTage 
they  fell  in  with  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanifh  fhip  of  war 
mounting  feventy  guns,  which  having  efcaped  from  them 
occafioned  no  fmali  degree  of  reprehenfion  to  fall  on  both 
thefe  captains ;  and,  as  we  have  already  (bown,  adually 
caufed  the  difmiflion  of  the  former  fram  the  feryice,  under 
the  fentence  of  a  court-martial  t.    We  cannot,  however, 

in 


*  Except  tbaty  in  1746,  he  was  one  of  the  memben  of  the  co«rt- 
nartial  aflemblcd  for  the  triala  of  the  admirals  Lefiock  and  Madiewt. 

f  The  following  account,  though  ao  extreme  partial  one,  u  c«» 
traded  from  the  journiil  of  an  officer  fervingat  the  time  on  board  the 
Warwick,  and  we  have  infertcd  it  merely  to  (bew  how  prejedieed 
perfons  can  glofs  over,  and  explain  away  fads  which  militate  agaiuft 
them. 

'<  July  14,  1747,  being  off  the  Weftern  Iflet,  in  company  wiib 
his  majefly's  (hip  the  Lark,  of  forty  guns,  captain  Crookfhank^  utd( 
thirteen  fail  of  mercbaDtmcn  under  convoy  for  North  America,  in  the 
morning  we  faw  a  fail,  and  the  Lark  having  the  command  made  the 
fignal  to  chafe.  Being  both  but  indifferent  failers,  though  we 
gained  upon  the  chafe  we  fbould  probably  have  loft  her  in  the  ni^t  if  i| 
had  not  been  for  cai)tain  Conolly,  who  being  in  a  fmal]  veffejln  Uh: 
ordnance  fervice,  and  a  prime  failer,  kept  her  in  fight  all  night,  and 

by 
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HI  juftice  to  that  gentleman,  help  cei 
eft  manner,  the  conduA  cxf  captain 
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kff  firing  gunf  and  fliewing  falfe  firei  dircflcd  us  how  to  purfue.  Next 
■KMning  we  got  fij^ht  again  of  ibe  enemy :  fhe  appeared  a  veiy  large  flup 
•t  four  or  five  miles  diflance,  and  all  things  were  prepared  to  enoge 
accordingly.  Mean  time  captain  Conolly  gave  ut  no  tioall  diveriion, 
tboug^b  he  darft  not  venture  very  near  her,  for  two  or  three  of  her 
gnns-woald  have  torn  him  all  to  pieces :  hue  he  kept  to  windward^ 
and  every  now  and  then  popped  nis  four  pouiidere  at  her,  under 
EmUAi  colours,  hoping  to  make  her  fliew  ben,  cut  (bme  of  bcr 
f^[gii^  or  provoke  her  to  bear  towards  himi  and  fo  retard  lier 
cotttfe.  The  enemy  neverthelefs  ((or  then  we  were  fure  (be  wiaonc) 
would  not  hoifi  a  colour;  but  now  and  then  returned  the  fire 
and  flood  on.  About  eleven  at  night,  being  nearly  abreaft  of  the 
enemy  to  leeward,  and  the  Lark  a  little  way  ahead  of  us,  at  about  half 
a  mile  difiaoce,  we  ^ave  the  enemy  a  broadGde,  which  (he  brifkly  re- 
turned  under  Spanifli  colours:  tbe  Lark  then  flood  on  and  we 
loft  fight  of  her.  In  ten  minutes  captain  £r(kine,  being  nearer,  give 
lier  his  fiarboard  broadGde,  raked  her  fore  and  aft,  and  clappu^ 
aboot  i^in  flood  within  piflol-fliot,  when  he  difcharged  his  ftHfm 
beard  broadfide  into  her,  with  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  as  we  pafled; 
all  which  the  enemy  fmirtly  returned  and  flood  on.  Diiring  tbe  whole 
adiooa  be  feemed  to  be  upon  the  defenfive,  and  to  want  rather  to 

et  away  than  (ijbt.  As  foon  as  poflible  the  Warwick  tacked  afie^ 
r,  ran  alongude  of  her  within  piftol-fliot  and  began  to  eng^ 
larae,  fometimes  before  the  wind,  and  all  the  time  after  that 
wiuin  piftol-lhot,  fo  that  tbe  wadding  of  the  enemy's  guns  fell  thick 
upon  our  decks,  and  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  our  fails  and  rigging. 

**  Our  people  feeing  the  enemy  a  much  larger  fliip  than  the 
Warwick,  with  a  great  number  of  guns,  whicn  flie  plyed  well, 
Ae  Lark,  ktrt-ping  at  a  gt^at  diflance,  and  giving  them  no  manner  of 
^ffiflance,  were  ibmewhiit  difcouraged;  but  then  again  refleding  that, 
if  they  could  make  fhe  enemy  ftrike  without  the  afiiflance  of  the 
Lark  the  greater  would  be  their  glory,  they  exprefled  the  hJgheft  re- 
folution  and  bravery,  continuing  a  dreadful  fire  till  three  in  the 
'Sioming,  firing  in  the  whole  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  broad- 
fides:  tbe  Warwick  at  that  time  torn  and  (battered  to  pieces  in  her 
■mAs,  yards,  fails  and  rigging,  and  the  fliip  lying  like  a  wreck,  not  in  a 
ODnditton  to  make  a  farther  attack,  nor  to  retreat,  fell  off  to  the 
fouthward ;  which  the  enemy  no  fooner  obferved  than  he  hawled  to 
the  northward.  The  number  of  our  men  killed  and  wounded  waa 
not  very  great,  which  is  imputed  partly  to  the  enemy's  firing  chiefly 
at  our  riggins  and  fails,  and  partly  to  theii  overfliotting  their  guns, 
Ibr  we  found  a  vafl  many  of  their  fliot  flicking  in  the  fides  of  our 


fliip,  bavin?  few  comr  through.  We  wanted  between  forty  and 
ifty  men  of  our  complement;  many  were  raw  and  inexperienced,  ana 
lea  of  them  were  boys.  When  the  cngiocmcnt  was  over  we  found 
io  our  fliip  the  enemy's  (hot,  double-headed  fifiy-eight   pounders, 

round 
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a£led  in  a  manner  tending  to  defeat  the  plan  of  bk 
commanding  officer,  the  propriety  or  probable  efib£t  of 
vrhich  he  had  no  right  to  queftion.  Had  captain  Crook- 
ihanl^s  been  properly  fupported  and  the  attempt  failed,  tht 
blame  would  then  have  very  properly  reded  folely  0(1  htm^ 
felf :  but  inftead  of  that  captain  Erflcine  aflumed  to  himT 
felf  an  extravagant  and  unjudifiable  right  of  cenfuring 
the  manoeuvres  of  his  fenior  officer,  and  ading  in  a  man- 
ner that  would  have  totally  deranged  the  befl  digefted 
fyftem  of  attack. 

His  immediately  fubfequent  condu6l  appears  dill  left 
defenfible.     He  in  a  very  underhand  manner  took  an 
opportunity  of  preferring  his  charge,  and  was  certainly 
guilty   of  a  politive   breach  of  orders;   which  breach, 
tnough  of  no  material  confequence  to  the  fervice,   is, 
neverthelefi?,  highly  to  be  reprehended,  as  edablifhing  a 
precedent  of  the  mofl  dangerous  kind.      Commodore 
KnowleSj,  however,  who  was  at  that  time  comma^der-r 
in-chief  at  Louifburg,  whither  the  Lark  and  Warwicl^ 
were  bound,,  thought  differently  of  captain  Erikine's  con- 
dud,  for  about  the  middle  of  September,  having  hoifted 
his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Canterbury,  he  appointed 
that  gentleman  her  commander  as  fuccefTor  to  captain 
Hoare,  who  had  obtained  le^ve  to  return  to  England.  He 
did  not,  however,  long  remain  in  the  Canterbury,  Mr, 
Knowles  having,  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Jamaica, 

round  twenty*five,  twenty  and  fixteen  ;  whereat  the  Warwick's  gani 
are  only  twenty-four  pounders  on  the  lower  deck,  nine  poupdera  oa 
the  main-deck,  and  fix  on  the  quarter. 

"  The  Lark  joined  us  about  fix  in  the  morning,  but  did  not  think 
£t  to  purfue  the  enemy,  who  was  fiill  in  fight,  as  we  were  incapable 
of  going  along  with  him.  About  noon  we  were  informed  by  one  of 
the  convoy,  who  had  run  clofe  to  the  enemy  after  the  engagement, 
that  {he  was  likewife  in  a  very  {battered  condition,  with  her  fore- 
ma{l  £pne  and  her  fails  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces.  This  feemed  to 
give  the  captain  of  the  Lark  fome  courage,  and  he  propofed  to  capttin 
£r(kine  to  go  after  her  again,  which  that  brave  and  prudent  com* 
ipanderdid  as  Toon  as  he  could  clear  {hip  and  put  her  into  fome  fort  of 
order;  but  the  favourable  opportunity  was  lou,  and  we  could  not  get 
fight  of  her  again.  Thus,  by  the  unaccountable  bad  behavipur  of  the 
Lark,  both  hqr  company  and  the  Warwick's  have  loft  immenfe  riches; 
for  had  not  the  Lark  left  the  Warwick  in  the  beginning  of  thea£lion, 
or  had  fhc  joined  her  any  time  when  (he  was  engaged^  the  enemy  rouft 
certainly  have  fallen  into  our  hands." 

on 
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Ml  the  aSth  of  January,  1748,  found  his  comtnifnon  there 
Sidvandng  him  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white.  Hti 
hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Cornwall,  and  Mr.  Erftine 
Was,  about  the  month  of  May,  removed  into  the  Milford 
frigate,  in  which  (hip  he  returned  to  Europe  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fummer*. 

RefleAioni  and  a  reconfideration  of  his  cafe,  probably 
induced  the  admiralty  board  to  confider  this  gentleman  in 
,(bine  decree  more  culpable  than  he  was  at  firil  thought  td 
be.  We  are  led  to  this  belief  by  not  finding  any  mention 
made  of  his  having  been  appointed  to  any  command  aftef 
his  return  to  England.  He  was  for  fome  years  the  fenior 
captain  on  the  lift  of  thofe  capable  of  ferving ;  the  promo« 
tion  of  admirals  in  17591  having  ftopped  with  captain 
Rodney  who  took  rank  immediately  before  him.  Iii 
1762  he  was  put,  at  a  promotion  which  then  tcfck  place, 
on  the  lift  of  fuperannuated  rear-admirals,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  became  entitled  to  an  encreafe  of  half-pay 
during  life.  This  he  did  not  however  long  enjoy,  dyuig 
on  the  7th  of  November,  1766. 

FOWKE,  Thorpe. — This  gentleman  had  ferved  with 
ihuch  reputation  a  confiderable  number  of  years,  in  the 
fiation  of  lieutenant,  before  he  was  advancea  to  the  rank 
of  captain,  he  having  been  on  board  the  Terrible 
floop,  in  that  capacity,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1732. 
We  have  no  fubfequent  account  of  him  till  his 
promotion,  on  the  24tn  of  May  1742,  to  be  captain  of 
the  Gibraltar  frigate.  He  was  ordered,  quickly  after  his 
appointment,  to  Jamaica,  with  inftruftions  to  vice-admiral 
Vernon  and  general  Went  worth  to  return  to  England. 
No  mention  is  made  of  him  while  employed  on  that 
ftation,  nor  fubfequent  to  his  return  till  the  month  of 
November  I744t,  when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
Torrington,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four  guns.  He  remained 
but  a  very  fiiort  time  in  that  fhip,  having,  in  the  month 


♦  Mr.  Knowlcs,  though  repeatedly  apph'ed  to  by  captain  Crook- 
fbanks,  refufcd  to  order  a  court-martial  on  Mr.  £r{kine,  notwithftand- 
iog  Mr.  Crookfhanks  fays,  in  his  own  account  of  his  condu6l,  that  the 
admiral  had,  as  it  was  publickiy  known,  the  moft  flrong  and  juft  reafons 
to  be  angry  with  Erfkinc,  for  his  unfaithful  and  unomcer-like  behavi* 
oor  on  a  certain  occafion. 

f  Except  that  he  is  faid  to  have  commanded,  for  a  (hort  time^  the 
Scahorfc. 

of 
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of  January  I745>  commanded  the  Dreadnought,  of  fixtf 
guns.  This  veflel  was  one  of  the  (hips  under  the  order^ 
of  commodore  GrifRn* ;  but  the  want  of  fuccefs  appears 
to  have  been  by  no  means  owing  to  any  mifcondud  in 
captain  Fowke,  as  is  evident  from  the  folbwine  extrafir 
of  a  letter  written  by  an  officer  belonging  to  the  Hampcon^ 
Court. 

<<  At  dulk  the  Dreadnought  was  about  feven  milet 
aftern  of  the  Sunderland,  almoft  out  of  d^t,  we  were  dien 
abreaft  of  our  chace,  which  we  found  to  be  two  FrendF 
ihips  of  war.  We  made  falfe  fires  for  the  Dreadnoosfat^ 
the  only  (hip  that  could  come  to  our  afliftance ;  neioier 
could  (he^  except  the  French  ihortened  fail>  which  thejr 
did  foon  after ;  and  the  Dreadnought,  by  a  great  preflure 
of  fail  came  up  with  us  about  nine  at  night.  Captaiis 
Moftyn  liailed  the  Dreadnought,  and  told  captainFowkes 
he  fuppoied  the  cbace  to  be  two  French  men  <^  war, the  one 
of  ieventy-^four  and  the  other  fixty-four  gims;  and  that  he 
would  go  aloog-fide  of  the  larger  (hip  at  daylight.  Cap^ 
tain  Fowkes  told  him  he  would  be  along-fide  orthe  other. 
The  Dreadnought  kej(>t  pretty  clofe  aftem  of  us  aU  night* 
At.  break  of  day  we  found  the  French  had  made  fail,  and 
were  then  nearly  two  miles  ahead*  We  then  crowded,  and . 
by  half  Daft  nine  got  abreaft  of  them,  and  within  midke^* 
(hot.  The  Dreadnought  had  now  fallen  aftem,  about  m 
league.  The  French  (hips  opened  their  lower  tier, 
hoifted  their  colours,  and  bawled  up  their  main  •(ails.  We 
infbntly  did  the  fame,  except  opening  our  lower  tier,  which 
was  not  poflible,  our  (hip  lying  along  fo  much  that  our 
ports  were  under  water,  even  the  aftermoft,  which  was  the 
only  one  we  could  (hew ;  we  (hipped  prodigious  large  and 
frequent  feas,  their  (hips  at  the  fame  time  being  almoft 
upright.  The  French  feeing  we  waited  for  the  Dread* 
nought,  in  a  few  minutes  ftruck  their  colours,  and  let  fall 
their  main-fails.  Captain  Mottyn  then  held  a  confulta* 
'tion  with  his  officers,  who  all  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that 
we  ought  not  to  engage  before  the  Dreadnought  came 
up :  the  reafon  was  obvious  to  the  meaneft  capacity ;  for 
when  the  main-fail  was  up,  even  the  quarter-deck  guns 


*  See  volt  iv«  p.  82^.  c(  (eq. 

would 
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Would  not  carry  above  thirty  yards  from  the  fliip.     The 

French  then  rightly  judged  o(  the  advantage  they  would 

have  of  encaging  us  under  fail,  when  our  decks  were  ex-  ' 

pofed  to  thcm^  we  at  the  fame  time  not  being  able  to 

life  our  great  guns  nor  have  a  man  of  theirs  open  to  ouf 

Tmall  arms :  we  fell  a(le/n|  and  the  Dreadnought  came  up 

vrith  us  about  half  pad  ten.   It  was  then  agreed,  if  the  wea^ 

ther  nioderatedy  to  follow  and  engage  the  enemy ;  but  the 

I!)readnought  loil  ground  though  ihe  made  all  poffible 

fail." 

The  decifion  of  the  court  martial  was,  confequently^ 
in  the  higheR  degree  honourable  to  captain  Fowke,  he 
liaving  been  declared  to  have  done  his  duty  in  every  refpe£b« 
I-fe  was  afterwards^  in  the  courfe  of  that  year,  appointed 
To  the  Sapphire ;  as  he  was,  we  believe  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fame  war,  to  the  Superbe.  No  particular  occurrence 
liowever  appears  to  have  taken  place  with  refpeA  to*him« 
We  find  him  apuointed  to  the  Tilbury  in  17551  ^^  being 
'Then  the  eve  of  the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  ana 
I^rance.  In  this  fbip  he  continued,  tho*  but  unintereftinglj 
employed,  till  17579  when  he  was  advanced  to  be  captaio 
«>f  the  Bedford,  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  fent^ 
minder  admiral  Bofcawen,  on  the  expedition  againft  Lou* 
iibuig  in  the  year  1758.  No  other  particulars  are  known 
concerning  this  gentleman  relative  tq  the  fervice^  from 
XArhich  he  altogether  retired,  in  the  year  enfuing,  on  the 
v-ank  and  halfpay  of  a  rear-admiral. 

He  repaired  to  Southampton,  where  he  continued  to 
live  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  is  faid  to  have  at  laft 
put  a  period  to  his  exiftence  at  that  place,  where  he  at 
^ny  rate  died,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1784.  All  farther 
particulars  relative  to  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  or  itj 
immediate  caufe,  are  at  prefent  unknown  to  us. 

GEARY,   Sir  Francis,  —  was  the  defcendant  of  an 

ancient  family  long  fettled    near   Abcryftwyth,   in  the 

county  of  Cardigan.     Having  made  choice  of  ^  naval  life^ 

he  was,  in  1727,  entered,  by  an  admiralty  order,  which^ 

according  to  the  earlier  ufage  of  the  navy,  was  termed  the 

king^s  letter,  a  volunteer  on  board  the  Revenge,  a  feventy- 

gun   Oiip,  at   that   time  commanded  by  captain  Con-^ 

•ningfby  Norbury,  and  one  of  the  fleet  under  the  orders^ 

of    fir    John    Isorris,    fent    to     Copenhagen     for    the 

fttipoTe  of  preventing  a  rupture  between  the  courts  of 

3  Denmatk 
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Denmark  and  Sweden.     The  end  for  which  this  f<HJ 

It,  bcingcftcflcd,  1 

md  the  Revenge  was  ordered  immediately  to  Gibraltar  as 

1  reinforcement  to  fir  Charles  Wager,  who  cominanded 

o  cover  the  place  which  was  then  befieged  by  the 

k^paniards,     Mr.  Oearv  continued  after  the  above  time 

\in    fervice,    employed    as    a    midlhlpman,    and    aftcr- 

fwards  as  a  lieutenant,  till  the  30lh  of  Jtmc,  174.2,  when 

s  promoted  from  that  rank  to  be  captain  of  the 

"Squirrel,  of  twenty  gims.     He  was,  not  long  afterwards, 

l^ordered  out  on  a  cntifc  o^  the  ilhnd  of  Madeira,  and  on 

loth  of  February,  17+3,  iVas  fortunate  enough  to  fall 

^io  with  a  French  fhip,   called  the  Pierre  Jofeph,  a  fliip 

chartered  by  the  SpaniiTi  merchants  at  Cadiz,  and  bound 

thither  from  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Havannah. 

The  enemy  had  iifed  confummate  art  in  endeavouring 
to  conceal,  from  any  {hip  that  might  cafiially  meet  them, 
the  knowledge  of  the  pcrfons  to  whom  the  cargo  in  rea- 
ilhy  belonged.  The  papers  were  all  thrown  overboard,  and 
fupercargo  concealed  himfelf.  The  mafter  was  x 
"renchman,  untrue  to  his  trult,  and  diftioneft  to  his  em- 
loyers,forhe  confcfled  the  whole  cargo  was  totally  Spanifli 
ty.  It  confiftcd  of  fixty-five  thefts  of  filvcr,  each 
con'tainmg  three  Ihoufand  pieces  of  eight,  five  bales  of 
'■cochineal,  fifty-feven  of  indigo,  and  one  cafe  of  vantlla,  3 

Juantity  of  fugat,  and  three  thoufand  five  hundred  hides, 
"aptain  Geary  had  the  good  fortune,  previous  to  this  lime, 
lo  capture  a  Spanilh  privateer,  which  he  manned  and  em- 
ployed as  an  armed  lender;  in  company  with  which 
■Vcffel,  on  the  29th  of  the  month  preceding  his  lall-tnen- 
linned  fuccefs,  he  had  ihe  additional  happinefs  to  burn  a 
fecond  Spanilh  armed  iliip  off  the  Ifland  of  Madeira*. 

•  Thrrc  it  an  anecdote  whicfi  we  have  Fward  well  auiheniic»tcd  of 

Ihii  gcnileiDan  while  he  held  ihii  connnind,  which  ii  far  tcto  honom- 

.   iblc  10  him  10  be  TupptcScd.     PrevJout  i«  hii  failing  on  a  cruifc  be 

^paTtneifhip  i  botci 
rihc  whole  or  hit  ft 
^  V. 
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Early  in  1744.  this  gentleman  commaniled,  for  a  very 
fliort  time,  the  Dolphin  ;  but,  on  the_  17th  of  February, 
was  protnoted  to  the  Chefter,  of  fifty  guns:  and  being 
fent  out  to  cruifc,  in  company  with  captain  Brett,  of  the 
Sunderland,  captured,  on  the  20lh  of  February,  a  French 
Frigate  of  twenty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  ihirty-four 
men,  befides  many  paflcngcrs  of  confequence,  having  on 
board  twenty- four  thoufand  dollars,  and  a  very  valuable 
cargo*.  "  He  coniinitcd  in  the  Chefler  a  confiderable 
length  of  timet,  as  will  be  prefently  fttn.  In  the  month 
of  Tcbruary  17+5.  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
couit-martial,  held  on  board  the  Lenox,  in  Porifmouth 
harb;)ur,  for  the  trials  of  the  captains  Griffin,  Moftyn, 
Brett,  and  Fowke.  He  was  almolt  immediately  afterwards 
ordered  for  Louifburg,  to  reinforce  the  fmal!  fnuadron 
at  that  time  employed  under  commcdore  Warren 
in  the  rcdiiflion  of  that  place  ;  but  being  fent  home  with 
an  exprefs  to  England  ioon  after  its  furrender,  was  de- 
f>rived  of  lliaring  in  the  immenfe  prop.ny  fubfequemly 
captured  there,  and  itience  riiltained  a  negative  lofi, 
9S  it  Is  faid,  of  nearly  t2,oool{. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Geary  in  England  he  wa> 
appointed,  by  the  fpecial  intereH  of  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
at  that  time  nrfl  lord  commilTioner  of  the  admiralty,  who 
knew  well  the  value  of  his  fervices  and  abilities,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Culloden,  of  fcventy-fou(  euns.  In  this 
Clip  he  was,  in  1747,  ordtred  into  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 

•  We  have  ihc  following  priviie  account  of  a  vfry  fuccefiful  cip- 
•nre  in  winch  Mr.  Gttry  wai  iboui  ihai  limc  concerned,  but  of  wbieli 
Vrc  do  not  find  my  oSicial  noiice  lakcti. 

"  Jul^  iht  ifl,  1744. — Yt-ncrdjy  morning  an  cxprffi  arrived  at 
the  ■dmtiait]'  office  wlih  in  accounr,  that  hit  majcliy's  (hips  the 
tlampion  Court  and  Chener,  with  the  Grampus  fluop,  liavc  taken 
«ight  French  Well  Iiidiamen  from  H-fpaniola  and  Mirtinfco.  carrying 
*"£  hundred  and  iliirty-elghi  gunt  and  live  hundred  and  eighteen  men. 
'"'  "■■-" -■  'Jiampui  aie  finee  arrived  in  ihe  Downi  with  ihe 

d.im  mide  by  himfcir,  fir  Fnnci)  Hate.,  that  while 

he  Conitndn((r;d  iht  Cinder  he  c.prurcd,  afier  a  iiifliiiK  Ikiroiid),  »  he 

ICfni  il,  hut  m  wliicli  h.-  had  in  ofBrrr  kiHed,   and  feveral   men   kil- 

Hounded,  a  French  ffigaie,  calk'd  (he  Elcphjiit.     Whether 

nnAtnce  took  place  in  Europe,  or  during  (he  time  he  wai  at 

_g.beiiG)ei.i. 

I»r*a  re*dil)'  credit  thij  from  'he  »Ccounl  given  of  the  valu- 
■"'  ■    "       ^eChefter,  and  other  (hipt,  after  Mi.Gearyhad 

ud  failed  for  Europe.     See  vol.  iv.  p.  187. 
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^th  the  Tqiiadron  under  xhc  command  of  rcar-admii 
Hawkc,  wiih  whom  he  coniinued  on  conllaiit  Tervlcc  till 
the  conclufion  of  the  war*.  He  was  then  appointed 
commander-in-chief  of  ihe  (hips  in  the  Medway  with  ih« 
rank  of  commodore.  We  do  not  exactly  know  how  long 
he  continued  to  retain  that  (lation,  but  believe  only  for  a 
(hort  time,  as  we  find  him  to  have  quitted  ihe  Culloden  in 
September  following;  on  the  aoih  of  which  month  hi 
married  to  Mi  fs  Bartholomew,  a  Kenti  Ih  lady  of  fortune; 

During  the  remainder  of  the  enfuing  peace  capl,  Gi 
lived  in  a  temporary  retirement  from  aflivc  fci  '  _ 
having,  as  we  believe,  received  any  fubfequcnt  appoinimci 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1755.  The  rcfilefs  coddud 
of  the  Fiench  court  having  then  created  a  daily  appre- 
henfion  of  the  commencement  of  hoflilities,  he  was  com- 
miflioned  to  the  Somerfct,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the 
ihips  equipped  by  way  of  precaution  in  cafe  ihofc  fiifpt- 
cions  fhould  be  fuddenly  rcalifcd.  In  the  month  of  Apri^ 
he  failed  for  North  America  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Bofcawen,  the  particulars  of  which  txpedition,  and  the 
capture  of  the  two  French  Ihips  of  war,  the  Alcidc  and 
hySf  have  been  already  treated  of  in  that  officer's  life. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Geary  10  England  at  the  clofc  of 
the  year,  he  wa,s  ordered  lo  join   the  Channel  fquadron 
then  under  the  orders  of  fir  Edward  Hawkc ;  but,  as  we 
have  already  obfervcil   in  our  account  of  that  geni'em: 
no  occurrence  took  place  in  any  degree  interenini 
to  require  particular  mention,  fpeaking  even  col 
of  the  operations  of  the  whole  armament.    Mr.  Gcai_ 
continued  to  be  uninterruptedly  employed  in  the  Chani 

•  While  in  ihii  fliip  be  had  ihe  mis  for  mne  tocncountcri 
dorm,  in  which  he  t(i(l  one  of  his  mans. 

t  In  eon fcfiucncc  of  which  union  ihcclUicof  Oienhoaibii 
pofTcrTion  of  hii  fon,  ihe  prefenl  fir  W.  Gciry. 

I  In  I7j6  he  wai  one  of  the  membcri  of  (he  conct-mailisl 
led  on  board  ihc  Piintc  George,  in  Purifmomh  hiilfoiit,  Sut  1 
of  admital  Byna;  ind  in  the  monih  of  Aptjl  folloiuing  it 
following  rticccfi,  which  w  *  '    '- '- 

'•  Aiditt       '  •       -'     ' 
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lervice,  and  as  commamler- in-chief,  or  port-xJintnl  tt 
PortrmouTh  and  Spithesd  during  the  war,  with  the  ex' 
ception  only  that  for  the  fpaceof  ten  monthc  he  comtnanded 
in-chief  at  the  Nore,  with  the  rank  of  an  eftabliflied 
commodore,  having  hoifled  a  broad  pendant,  by  an  adori- 
nliy  order,  and  being  allowed  a  captain  under  him.  la 
1758,  we  believe  during  the  month  of  February,  he  WM 
appointed  captain  of  the  Lenox,  a  new  third  rate  of 
fcvcnty-four  giins,  b«it  quitted  that  fhip  in  the  following 
Tear  for  the  Refotution,  a  (hip  of  the  faniM  force.  He 
failed  with  the  fleet  cotnmanacd  by  firEdwaid  Hawk?) 
«ii  the  18th  of  May  1759,  having  then  only  the  rank  of* 
private  captain  in  the  Refotution,  as  we  have  juft 
itatedi  but  in  three  days  afterwards  he  was  ordered,  by 
«he  commander-in-chief,  to  hoift  a  ted  broad  pendant  on 
board  the  faid  (hip  aa  commander  of  a  divifion,  or  fqua> 
dron,  confitting  of  ten  fiiips  of  the  line,  two  fri^ies,  an4 
■  Srcfliip.  Having  been,  on  the  5th  of  June*,  promoted 
«o  be  rrar-admirai  of  the  white  fquadron,  his  commillion 
ibr  that  purpnfe  was  forwarded  to  him  while  at  fea,  with 
ioftrudions  to  pot  himfelf  under  the  command  of  fir  Ed- 
ward Hawke.  On  receiving  thefc  orders  he  accordingly 
hoined  his  flag  on  board  the  Refolution,  on  ibe  iiih  of 
June;  but  removed  it  into  the  Sandwich  on  the  7th  of  the 
unfiling  month,  as  he  afterwards  did  into  the  Royal  George 
on  the  39(h  of  Augiift,  the  Sandwich  being  ordered  into 
Plymouth  lo  refit. 

The  re-equipment  alluded  to  being  completed,  the 
Sandwich  rejoined  the  fleet  off  U(hant}  and  Mr.  (jcaty 
removed  hit  flag  into  that  (hip  on  the  29rh  of  September.  He 
continued  tinder (irE.  Hawke  watchingConflansfleet,  then 
lying  in  Brcft  harbour,  till  ihe  ftrong  wefterly  wind^  drove 
the  Briiifh  (hips  from  their  (tation,  and  compelled  ihem, 
after  repeated  and  fruitlefs  e(^rts  to  regain  it,  to  put  into 
Torbay  in  the  beginning  of  November.  The  Sandwich 
luving  fpning  her  main-maft  wjs  prevented  from  getting 

faiodted  and  Jifty  lom,  laden  chicSy  wiib  purk,  flour,  and  tv» 

■■  — """""li  ihe  oihtr  the  Supfrb,    burthen  feven  hundred  *nd 

with  Tome  pFOvirmrri.  bile  eoodi,  anil  fcvcril  ca&it^ 

'  m»,c,u.  ih.p.  f.om  i-;oo-d«u.  -.o  Quebec, 

idiul  and  foriy.iwo  officrri  and    foldieri  of 

m  volunieen,  wbieh,  wiib  the  lamen  aoA 

i  bmidred  and  niDe(y.«ne  fiibUu." 

la  A*  19th  «f  M(y. 

Ma  in 
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iDliil  afier  the  tiect.  Sir  Edward  having,  on  the  14th, 
put  to  fea  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  he  ordered  Mr. 
Geary  into  Plyinouili  to  land  his  lick,  which  amounted  to 
cighty-fevcn  in  number,  and  to  get  up  a  new  top-matl. 
After  this  he  was  tu  proceed  o(F  Ufhant,  which  was  ap- 
pbintcd  as  the  place  oi  rendezvous,  bringing  with  him  out 
of  the  found  every  fliip  that  was  ready  f»r  foa. 

The  accident  jult  mentioned,  added  10  thi:  neccfltiy  of 
landing  his  fick  incn,  unfonnnatcly  prevented  Mr.  Geary 
from  rejoining  the  commander-in-chief  time  enough  to 
^re  in  the  well  known  glorious  encounter  and  total  de- 
feat of  the  French  armament  Tmd.--r  the  marquis  de  Cbn- 
flans.  Having,  however,  ufed  all  the  difpatch  polHble, 
he  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  19th  of  November,  car- 
rying with  him  the  Foudroyant  and  Bienfaifani :  but  on 
hispalTage  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  he  received  a  letter 
and  order  from  ftr  Edward  Hawke,  inlhu^ing'him  to 
continue  cruifing  off  Brelt,  with  all  the  Ihips  of  his  fqua- 
tlron,  till  farther  orders.  On  the  22A  of  November  the 
Acleon  joined  him  with  a  duplicate  of  the  order  lalU 
mentioned,  enclofed  to  him  by  commodore  HaBWay, 
from  Plymonth.  When  olf  Ufliant  he  unfortunately  en- 
countered a  mofl  tremendous  gale,  which  drove  him  near 
two  hundred  leagues  to  the  wcflward  :  he  then  made  fail 
and  regained  his  Itation,  where  he  continued  though  with- 
out t)eing  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  any  fuo  efs  till 
towards  the  end  of  December,  and  niurntd  into  port  on 
the  27th,  having  been  fevcn  months  and  nine  days  at  f<yi, 
with  the  trivial  interval  of  putting  into  Plymouth  Sound 
for  three  days,  by  order  of  lir  Edward  Hawke,  to  put  his 
fick  men  on  fhore,  to  procure  water  and  get  up  his 
top-ma{l. 

Mr,  Geary  continued  in  port  til!  the  ^oih  of  April, 
when  he  received  an  order,  from  admir:Ll  Bofcawen,  to 
proceed  with  the  following  (liips  under  his  command, 
the  Sandwich,  Warfpite,  Orford,  lorbay,  Chiclieftcr, 
Princefs  Amelia,  and  Unicorn  frigate,  to  cruife  off  Roch- 
fort  for  the  purpofe  of  itrtercepting  a  fqnadron  of  French 
(hips  of  w.ir  fitting  for  llic  \'.-.<!\  Ini.I:LS  in  that  port.  Ht 
coiiliniied  cruifrnj;  on  d,al  Ib'.lon  ni:,!  occallonally  an- 
choring iQ  Baiauc^Road,  in  llj^ln  '.>:  u-.c  enemy's  fqua- 
(Iron,  lAAgtmMikaim^i  his  Ihips  being  occzfion- 
"  ■  oSkU  kn:  from  Ireland, 

■-  fuch 
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fuch  being  the  confequence  attached  to  the  fervice  on  which 
he  was  then  employed ;  for  it  was  well  known  that  if  the 
French  fquadron  had  got  out  to  fea,  and  arrived  fafely  in 
India,  their  naval  force  in  that  quarter  would  have  be- 
come evidently  fiiperior  to  that  of  the  Engliih.  Admini- 
liration,  therefore,  appear  to  have  very  properly  adopted 
the  prudent  method  of  preventing  their  putting  to  fea  at 
all,  iniiead  of  the  more  expenfive  and  lefs  decifive  mea« 
fure  of  fending  out  a  reinforcement  to  countcra6l  them. 

On  the  day  already  dated,  Mr.  Geary  received  orders  to 
join  fir  Edward  Hawke  in  Qi^iiberon  Bay,  it  being  well 
eilabliihed,  on  the  molt  accurate  information,  that  the' 
French  had  totally  abandoned  the  intended  expedition, 
and  aSually  unrigged  their  fhips.  He  eflfefted  this  juno* 
tion  on  the  7ih,  and  continued  on  that  ftation,  with  fir 
Edward,  till  the  3d  of  Odlober,  when  he  received  orders 
from  the  commander-in-chief  to  proceed  -to  Spithead, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month.  On  the 
following  day  he  (Iruck  his  flag,  having  obtained  leave  of 
abfence  from  the  admiralty-board,  but  foon  afterwards 
was  inverted  with  the  command  as  port-admiral  of  the 
fliips  and  vefTels  at  Spithead,  being  fuccelfor  to  vice-admiral 
Holburne :  he  accordingly  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the 
Royal  Sovereign. 

His  firft  confequential  charge,  after  entering  on  this 
oflice,  was  the  equipment  of  the  fquadron  irttendcd  for 
the  expedition  againft  Belleifle,  and  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  deflined  for  that  fervice.  The  fame  occupalion, 
though  not  on  fo  extenfive  a  fcale,  notwithftanding  the 
objeS:  itfelf  was  more  important,  was  repeated  in  1762. 
This  was  the  fuperintendance  of  the  equipment  of  that 
part  of  the  armament  which  failed  from  England,  under 
the  command  of  fir  George  Pocock,  deftined  for  the 
attack  of  the  Havannah  and  the  ifland  of  Cuba.  Tiie 
treat  diligence  and  attention  to  the  fervice,  as  well  as  the 
indefatigable  exertions  difplaycd  by  Mr.  Geary,  in  for- 
warding everything  that  related  to  it,  were  foconfpicuous 
that  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  general -in-chief,  made  a 
?cry  particular  reprefentation  of  his  conduft  to  his  majefty, 
who  fignified  his  highert  and  mort  gracious  approbation  of 
his  behaviour*. 


«•■ 


*  On  the  sift  of  0£iobcr,  1762,  Mr.  Geary  was  advanced  to  the 
"^"of  ?ice-adiniral  of  the  blue. 

M  3  Mr. 


tTVia  AHD  CTtAltACTXtS  OT 

Mr.  Geary  retained  his  coRimand,  which.  frOrn  th«  ci . 
cuinfbnces  we  have  related,  was  of  much  mtre  than  opi" 
dinary  inift,  till  the  preliminary  articlrs  of  peace  were 
ftgned  ;  foon  after  ihi»  event  he  received  orders  10  ftrike 
his  fiag,  the  ferviee  on  which  he  had  be  n  there  employed 
being  fully  complete,  and  ended  lu  the  fame  packet 
which  conveyed  to  him  ihofe  inftniiftions,  ivere  e'uldfcd 
the  thanks  of  the  hriufe  of  commnns,  both  to  himfJf,  and 
the  ofiiceri  under  hi;  cotnmand,  for  his  dlSigence  an<l  con- 
<lp£t,morcparticul3rtyonthofeoccafionswhich  had  already 
eflublilbed  him  in  the  higheft  repui&iion  both  with  his 
fevereign  and  hii  countrymen. 

After  this  time  he  appears  to  have  lived  Jn  retirement, 

far  a*  related  to  the  naval  fervice,  till  the  year  1770  •, 

when 


•  Soon  ififr 

kf  r 

mfred  0 

pao  .rol 

bt-w 

c«n 

{•m  »nd 

highly  «. 

Ihe 

icdi 

of  Mf 

letieii  an 

"  Sir. 


1  (hii  rommind  a  vrry  difipcrahle  dif- 
Mr.  Elp)>lnnone,  ot  ihc  Cnt;lilh  Trrvice, 
n  ihii  of  KulTii.  Thii.  bowerer,  ended 
GeiFy,  u  will  plainly  ipptat  by  >!■■ 


in  Portrmouih  harbour,  balf  pill  elcvea  P.M.  1 
Sfih  Febiuiry,  1 770. 


iifrdMnrquiiiitllKii  loidfhipdhitlwnin  hopct.froni  ycur 
letieri  oF  ihe  ift  ind  7th  inOani.  which  cipiaJD  Hughei  Owwcd  ne 
r,Cft<KeTning  ihc  Nedomeni,  ■  RulTian  Riip  of  fi>ity-(ix  guni,  ftiiiDg^nd 
"■'  hirjp'n^  iht  watch  in  ihi'  hsfbour,  ihat  fhc  would  not  prefumc  10 
(mil  [hr  ttltr  irrfciiUHiiei  in  filore  ;  hut  being  jrquiinird  ihii  diy 
K  rhc  (aid  (hip  fiird  a  gun  l>(l  night  oni  ihii  motninf-  upon  ihc  hkc 
•Ccalion,  I  oHcrcd  eipiam  Fielding  10  Ko  ta  captain  LIphin* 
4onr.  wfaa  ii  Taid  i«  ht  a  rtar  admiral  in  the  RuHian  feivicc  on  board 
th"  Ihip,  10  know  on  wbii  occafion  he  hrcd  ihr  faid  euni.  Hii  ui- 
fWrr  wai,  ibai  it  wai  for  ihc  lEhcfand  fetiinj{of  the  waich.and  rhii  he 
l»d  1  tight  10  do  To.  On  ihiil  frnicapiain  Fielding  to  him  again, order, 
ing  him  to  dclil)  From  hrin|f  ihc  waick  cum  for  the  folurc  at  hit  peril, 
f>r  I  ronfidcrcd  him  oeiiher  31  an  idmirrtl'i  fliip  nor  even  at  a  (hip  of 
war,  (be  having  nciiher  Bag  noi  pcndiit  Bying.  Hit  rrpty  w»t>  that 
I  had  noihinc  to  do  with  bim  or  hii  Tquariron,  and  ihai  he  would  eon* 
>  firnt,  which  ht  hiiarcordinely  don<    '"  '  '    ' 

nk  it  mj  doiy  lo  frnd  eapiain  Fieldinji 
ir  lordOiipi  informiiioTi.  and  briber  di 
will  mcctwiifa  their  gpptobaiio 


*  Philip  StepheBt,  Efq. 


moQ  obcdicnl  TcfTMl, 


I'  riAMCK  CtAii 
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when  the  well  known  difpute  between  the  Britifh  and 
Spaniih  courts,  relative  to  Falkland's  ifland,  rendering  a 

rupture 

"  }  Rear-admiral  Elphinfloneprefents  his  compliments  to  vtce^adim* 
raJ  Geary,  and  does  himfelf  the  hononr  of  acc^uainting  him,  in  regard  to 
cbe  meflage  fent  by  him  through  captain  Fielding,  to  know  whether  "He 
Siould  fire  the  morning  and  evening  gun  when  he  got  to  Spithead/* 
tbat,  (o  prevent  miflakes  in  verbal  meflages,  the  anfwer  wu  to  fuch  t 
^uefiion,  He  fliould  do  as  he  pleafcd  when  he  got  there :  but  as  thr 
jQiyttcr  in  quefiion  does  not  at  ill  concern  the  honour  of  the  Ruffian 
flag,  and  as  he  looks  upon  Spiihead  in  the  fame  light  as  Portfipoath 
lurboor,  he  flball  do  tken  as  he  does  at  prefentf  from  the  faine  motives.*** 

"  Dear  fir, 
'*  1  arrived  at  fir  Edward  Hawke's,  with  your  cxprefs,  about  eleven 
yeflerday  morning.  He  did  not  open  it,  u  I  told  him  the  contents 
from  my  memorandums.  He  was  exceedingly  angry  with  captai|^ 
Elpbinfione,  and  approved  very  much  of  every  itep  you  had  taken* 
I  carried  the  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  who  was  to  do  wh«t  was  thought 
proper  about  it.  1  have  not  heard  this  day  an^^  thing  concerning  it.  Sir 
Edward  ordered  me  not  to  go  out  of  town  till  I  had  heard  from  htm* 

"  I  am,  fir, 
'*  Lpndon,  Feb.ft6, 1770.        *'  Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Vice-adm.  Geary,  Fortfmouth.  •*  C.  Fi  e  ld  i  n  c .•* 

"  Admiral ty-office,  26th  Februrary,  1770. 
"  Sir, 
**  I  yeflerday  received  by  captain  Fielding,  ard  loft  no  time  in 
communicating  to  my  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,,  your 
If tter  of  the  fi4th  inflant,  reprefenting  to  them    that,  noiwithflanding 
the  directions  which  it  is  apprehended  the  Ruflian  minifler  had  given 
to  rear  admiral  Elphinfione,  the  Nctromena,  a  RuflFan  (hip  of  war, 
had  a^ain  fired  guns  in  Fortfmouth  harbour,  at  the  fetting  and  dtf- 
charging  the  watch,  and  acquainting*  their  lordfhips  with  the  ftepsyou 
had  taken  upon  that  occafion.     In  return,    I  am  commanded  by 
their  lordfliips  to  inform  you,  that  a  copy  of  your  letter  was  immedi- 
ately fent  to  the  earl  of  Kochford,  and  1  fend  you  inclofed  a  copy  of 
the  letter,  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Suiton,  in  anfwer  thereto, 
by  which  you  will  fee  that  the  Rufiian  minifler  is  extremely  fenfible 
of  the  impropriety  of  rear  admiral  Elphinflone*scondu8,  and  that  he 
has  promifed  to  write  to  him  thereupon,  without  lofs  of  time,  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner.     Their  lordfhips  do  therefore  take  it  for  granted, 
that  Mr.  ETphinftone  will  immediately  defifl  from  fuch  irregular  and 
abfurd  proceedings  and  that  there  will  not  be  any  ground  for  a  com- 
plaint of  this  nature  for  the  future.     Their  lordfhips  commanded  me 
to  add,  that  they  entirely  approve  of  the  fteps  you  have  taken  in  this 
matter ;  and  I  have  the  honour  10  be> 

••  Sir, 
**  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

•*  Vice-adm.  Geary,  Portfmouth.  ««  Ph .  St e  p  h  e  n  5  .*' 

M  4  "  White- 
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rupture  highly  probable^  Mr.  Geary  was  re-appointed  lo 
the  Portfmouth  command ;  and  about' the  fame  time  w«s* 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red  fquadron.  Dif- 
patch  was  particularly  reouired  of  him  in  his  inftruftions, 
and  though  he  had  but  one  flag  officer,  Mr.  Buckle,  to 
aflift  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  emergency,  as  to  demand  the  mod 
energetic  and  laboured  exertions,  the  adivity  of  Mr. 
Geary  appears  to  have  been  perfedly  equal  to  the  public 
exi.^cncies. 

The  difpute  having  been  terminated  by  the  conceflions 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  ccjnceflions  not  improbably  pror 
duced  merely  by  the  rapidity  with  which  an  armament 
fufficiently  formidable  to  awe  them  into  compliance  was 
equipped,  Mr.  Geary  once  more  paifed  into  retirement 
^nd  private  life,  a  flation  to  which  no  man  could  do  more 
iionour,  either  as  a  friend,  a  relative,  or  a  gentleman ; 
pcrfeSly  independent  in  his  principles,  ftridly  honour* 
able  in  all  tranfadions  with  which  he  was  connected,  and 


**  Whitehall,  26th  February,  1770. 
"  Sir, 

**  Having  laid  yonr  letter  of  the  fi^th,  >vith  the  inclofare,  before 
the  earl  of  Kochford,  his  lordfhip  appointed  monfieur  Dt  Mouflin 
Foufcbkin,  the  Ruflian  minifler,  to  be  with  him  this  morning,  mad 
acquainted  him  he  had  taken  it  for  granted,  that,  in  conrequcDce 
of  nis  writing,  as  he  had  promifed  to  do  fome  time  ago,  rear-admiral 
Elphififlone  would  immediately  have  dcHflcd  from  the  abfurd  pre* 
tenfion  of  firing  a  gun  at  the  felting  and  difcbarging  the  watch  in 
Portfmouth  harbour :  but  finding  by  vice-admiral  Geary*s  Letter, 
communicated  to  him  from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  that  he  buk 
refumed  that  pra6\ice,  and  declared  his  intention  of  continuing  it,  be 
was  obliged  to  aiTure  him,  monfieur  Mouflin  Poufchkin,  thai  if  admiral 
BlpbinOone  perfifled  in  it,  orders  mail  necelTarily  be  immediately 
given  for  him  to  quit  the  port;  which,  as  it  was  the  king's  wi(h  to 
give  every  accommodation  poflible  to  the  cmprefs's  fquadron,  muft 
naturally  be  very  difagrceable  to  his  majcftv  to  order,  as  it  would  be 
to  himfelf  to  convey.  The  Ruflian  minifler  feemed  extremely  fen- 
(ible  of  the  impropriety  of  admiral  £Iphinflonc*s  condu^l,  and  promifed 
10  write  to  him,  without  lofs  of  time,  in  the  flrongefl  manner,  hopii^ 
that  the  orders  might  be  fufpended  till  bis  letter  was  received. 

«*  I  am,  &c. 

"  RicuAED  Sutton." 


exhibiting 
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exhibiting  on  every  occafion  the  chara£ler  of  a  man  pof- 
'&(Iing  every  moral  and  focial  virtue  *. 

The  death  of  fir  Charles  Hardy,  in  the  month  of  May, 
17809  caufed  this  gentleman,  though  at  that  time  in  a  very 
indifferent  (late  of  health,  to  return  once  more  to  the 
fervice:  his  majefty  having  been  pleafed  to  fignify  to  him, 
through  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  at  that  time  fird  lord  com- 
miflioner  of  the  admirahy,  his  intention  to  appoint  him  to 
the  chief  command  of  the  Channel  fleet,  in  cafe  he  thought 
his  health  would  permit  him  to  undertake  fuch  a  trufl. 
Mr.  Geary  immediately  repaired  to  town  and  declared  his 
readinefs  to  accept  of  the  honourable  (lation  his  majefly 
was  Co  gracious  as  to  offer  him.  Having  received  his 
neceifary  inftru6lions  he  repaired  to  Portfinouth,  and 
hoifliog  his  flag  on  board  the  Vi&ory,  a  fird  rate,on  the  24th 
of  May,  took  upon  him  the  command.  The  fleet  con* 
fifted  of  twenty-tour  (hips  of  the  line,  with  a  proportionate 
number  of  frigates,  firefhips,  and  fmaller  veffels,  com- 
manded, under  Mr.  Geary,  by  the  admirals  Barrington, 
Darby,  Digby,  and  fir  John  Lockart  Rofst. 

The 


^  On  the  31(1  of  ^arch,  177,5,  he  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of 
ihe  blue;  and,  on  the  29tb  of  January,  1778,  to  be  adiniral  of  the 
white.— Mrs.  Geary  died  on  the  20th  of  AuguA  following. 

f  The  following  are  copies  of  letters  written  to  Mr.  Geary  by  that 
treat  and  ever  to  be  revered  chara^ier  lord  Haw  Ice;  one  prior  to  his 
nrft  putting  to  fca,  the  other  immediately  after  his  return  into  port. 
We  doubt  not  ihefewill  be  confidered  extremely  intereiling,  asdilplay* 
ingthc  private  thoughts'of  fo  brave  and  great  a  commander,  even  at  the 
latefl  period  of  his  life,  and  (bowing  that,  however  age  and  difeafe  might 
have  enerrated  his  body,  they  had  nothing  impaired  the  vigour  of  his 
mind.  Added  to  this  confideration,  the  terms  ufed  by  his  lordfliip, 
certainly  difplaying  the  high  eliimation  in  which  he  held  admiral 
Geary,  it  would  be  an  injuflice  to  that  gentleman's  cbara£ler  to  fupprelt 
any  thing  that  refleds  on  him  fo  much  honour. 

**  My  dear  Sir, 

**  This  is  principally  to  thank  you  for  the  favour  of  your  letter  of 
the  ^  ioftant,  and  for  all  the  kind  a£b  you  have  been  fo  kind  as  to 
do  for  my  Parfon,  which  was  doing  every  thing  in  your  .power.  I 
have  this  day  difpatched  him  away  for  town  in  order  to  take  up  hit 
warrant,  fo  that  he  will  be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  obey  the 
fsmmtiKis  of  hit  captain. 

"  1  find 
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TK«  prin'-ipal  and  firft  objefl  this  armamcni  i 
tended  to  elfcifl  being  ihc  jundlion  of  the  fleet  of  Spaig. 
txpcQ. 

"  I   find  by   iht  papen  thai  you  arf  gelling  feidy  for  fei  « 

•11  ihc  difpaich  ihit  II  polTiblc,  aiiit  that  vou  vfifi  Tail  the  inHant  ti     

it  ii  in  your  power;  and  though  I  could  wi(h  ihii  could  gel  lo  riMirl 
tilndt  (i'D,  ycl  the  timei  ire  To  very  prctTin^  from  mai^y  uufaitai]  ~  ~* 
cvenii,  thai  1  ihink  the  rooocr  yuu  can  get  lo  my  old  lUiion  offP 
ihe  bfi'tr  ii  will  be  for  my  countiy.  When  you  sic  ihcte  w 
ihofc  fcllowt  as  c'of<:  ii  a  cai  waichci  a  moure ;  and  iF  once  you  O^M 
have  the  goud  rurlunc  to  get  up  lo  ihem  iiitke  much  o(  ihem,  mII 
don'l  part  with  ihem  cafily. 

"  Forgive  my  being  fo  free ;  1  love  you.     We  h»ve  fcrvcd  long  l| 
eciheii   and    I  hive  your  inicteO    and  happineft  (incciely  a 
My  dear  (net\A,  may  Gud  Almigbty   blcli  yuu;    and   may  l' 

powerful  hind  guide  and  proieQ  you  in  the  day  of  baiilej  a        

you  may  return  with  honour  and  glory  loyour  country  and  faniljr^H 
ihc  finun  and  fiiihful  wilh  of  him  who  ii  moA  truly, 
"   My  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  moll  obcdieni  and  mod  bumble  TcrvaRti 
■'  Haw  KB 

''  P.  S.  Pray  reaiFmbcr  me  to  my  friend  Barringion,  and  hope  he 
B.nprovei  of  yuung  Baron. 

"  F.  Geary,  cfq.  admital  and  comniandcr-in-chief  at  Spithead." 

"  Sunbury,  >6th  Augud,  17G0. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  greatly  obliged  lo  you  for  ihc  favour  of  your  leltei  of  tbc^s 
S01!)  on  your  arrival  ai  Spithcad  ;  indeed  it  wu  more  than  I  eapcficd^  ^ 
well  knowing  the  hurry  and  buQIe  you  rauQ  be  in  od  your  Eih  con  .^ 
ing  iftui  port.  1  do  uol  wonder  at  ihc  men  being  lickly  apon  To '--  ^  j 
«  cruile :  Hi  weeki  ii  long  enough  in  all  coDfcit-ncc ;  any  lime *fl^_- 
thit  muA  be  very  hunful  id  the  men,  and  will  occafion  iheir  falli^r- 
dawn  very  fad,  I  hope  in  God  ihry  will  foon  rccoVM,  that  ynu  n^-  ^ 
ht  enabled  10  proceed  10  fca  immediately,  for  by  all  accouau  •- 

enemy  ii  out,  (o  that  nolhing  can  well  flir  from  home  wilh  fafely. 

Mfifh  the  admiral  [y  would  fee  what  km  done  in  former  limn,  ilwH:^^  " 
he  the  mcani  of  making  them  afl  with  more  proprieiy,  bolb  Con^^"^ 
good  of  officeri  and  men.  I  rake  il  for  granted  ibai  lie  pi^tT^^'^ 
will  Id  you  have  no  red  till  ihey  eel  you  out  lo  feaaeain. 

"  Alihnu^h  I  am  inagood  deal  of  pain,  and  mucD  in 
arder,  yet  I  cannOI  refufc  mylelf  the  plearurc  of  withillj^ 
finable  good  fortune  when  )  ou  go  out  again  [  and  1  It 
next  cruife  will  prove  a  hippy  audDlorious  onttisT^ 
and  vojifclf.      Mv  Riod  l^icnd,  I  hai-e  alwiyfjug 
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expeAed  from  Cadix,  Ferrol  and  Carthigena,  with  the 
French  (hips  that  were  fit  for  fea  in  the  ports  of  Broftf 
Rochfort  and  L*Orient,  Mr.  Geary  immediately  pro^ 
ceeded  oiF  Bred.  Nothing  material  occurred  till  the  3d 
of  July,  when  the  Monarch,  being  a  head  of  the  fleet  oa 
the  look-out,  made  a  fignal  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  mornine 
for  difcovering  a  fleet  confiding  of  twenty  fail :  thefe 
were  immediately  concluded  to  be  the  enemy  cf  whom 
they  were  in  fearch»  and  the  utmoft  alacrity  was  ufed  in 
endeavouring  to  get  up  with  them.  The  chace  continued 
the  whole  day,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
headmod  (hips  came  up  *  with  the  ftemmod  of  the  fugi- 

tive«t 

Cike,  if  yon  (faould  be  fo  lucky  n  to  get  fight  of  the  enemy,  get  at 
clofe  to  them  as  poflibk.  Do  not  let  them  ihuflSe  with  yoa  by  en- 
gaging at  a  dtftance,  but  get  within  niuiket  (hot  if  you  can;  that  will 
be  the  way  to  gain  great  honour,  and  will  be  the  means  to  make  the 
a£lioa  d«ci(ive.  By  doinc  this  you  will  pot  it  out  of  the  power 
of  any  of  the  brawlers  to  nod  fault.  I  am  fully  pcrfuaded  you  will 
faithfully  do  your  nart,  therefore  hope  you  will  forgive  my  faying  fo 
much  on  the  fubjecL  I  find  the  Rufiians  are  gone  from  the  Dowoa 
fo  that  vou  will  have  no  trouble  about  them.  My  good  fnead» 
God  bleis  you;  may  the  hand  of  Providence  go  with  you  and  prote^ 
you  in  the  day  ot  battle,  and  grant  you  vi£>ry  over  our  perfidious 
enemies:  and  may  you  return  with  honour  to  your  country  and 
family  again ;  thefe  are  the  finccre  and  hearty  wilbcs  of  him  who  ia  moSt 
truly  and  faithfully, 

««  My  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 
•*  Sir  F.  Geary.  "  Ha wk e.»» 

*  A  whimfical  and  entertaining  anecdote  is  related  of  him  on 
this  occafion.  Rear-admiral  Kcmpcnfelt,  who  at  that  time  aded  as 
his  firft  captain,  was  univerfally  and  moft  defervedly  efleemed  one  of 
the  braveftand  befl  informed  officers  in  the  fei  vice,  as  to  the  manage* 
nent,  and  requifite  fnode  of  manoeuvring  a  large  fleet  previous  to  the 
commencement  of,  and  during  the  continuance  of  an  adion  itfelf. 
Lord  Hawke,  than  whom  no  man  was  a  founder  judge  of  nautical 
abilities,  adds,  in  a  poftfcript  to  one  of  his  letters  to  admiral  Geary, 
**  I  am  glad  you  have  got  fo  excellent  an  officer  with  you  as  I  am 
convinced  Kempenfelt  is :  he  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  you.*'  But 
in  the  attainment  of  this  univerfally  acknowledged  and  valuable  qua« 
lification,  he  had  cootraded  a  habit  of  ufin^  more  fignals  than  men 
lefs  praQifed  in  that  particular  branch  of  fervice  deemed  neceflary :  of 
ibis  latter  dafs  of  commanders. was  admiral  Geary.  As  foon  as  the 
ipcmy  were  difeoycied  and  the  fignal  made   for  a  general  chace, 

Kempen- 
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tiTeSy  which  were  now  dtfcovered  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  convoy  from  Port-au-Prince,  under  the  protcflion  of  a 
fingle  (hip  of  fifty  guns.  The  chacc  was  continued  by  the 
purfuersy  who  did  not  bring  to  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  (hips  they  paflfedy  leaving  that  duty  to  Tome  others  of 
the  fleet  who  were  flill  altern.  Unfortunately  a  very 
thick  fog  came  on  about  fcven  o  clock  and  proved  the 

5»refervation  of  nearly  half  the  enemy's  convoy :  twelve 
ail,  however,  were  captured ;  and  nothing  but  the  acci- 
dent juft  related  could  have  prefcrved  the  whole  of  them 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britiih  fleet*. 

Mr*  Geary  having  continued  at  fea  for  upwards  of  two 
months>  and,  having  two  thoufand  five  hundred  fick  men 
on  board  the  fleet,  thought  it  proper  as  well  as  prudent  to  re- 
turn to  Spithead,  where  he  arrived  on  the  i8th  of  Augufl. 
Very  foon  after  his  arrival  he  was  unfortunately  taken  ill, 
and  was  obliged  to  follicit  permiflion  from  the  admiralty 

Kcmpenfelr,  burning  with  as  much  impatience  as  his  commander*in- 
chieF  to  get  up  with  the  enemy,  though  differing  in  a  trivial  degree  in 
his  idea  as  to  the  beft  mode  of  cffe£ling  it,  brought  up  the  (ignal  book^ 
which  he  opened  and  laid  on  the  binnacle  with  the  greatefl  form  and 
preciCon  ;  admiral  Geary,  eagerly  fuppofing  the  chacc  to  be  the*Bre(l 
fleet,  went  up  to  him  with  the  greateft  good  humour,  and  fqueezing  him 
by  the  hand  in  a  manner  better  to  be  conceived  than  exprefled,  faid 
^joamtly,  *'  Now  my  dear,dear  friend,  do  pray  let  the  fignals  alone  to  day^ 
to-morrow  you  (hall  order  as  many  as  ever  you  pleafe.'* 

*  Tbofe  uken  were  the 

Voyageur,  valued  at  -         .         .         £As,go^ 

Compte  D*Argout         ...  14,500 

L'Hazard                 ...  10,300 

Compte  D'Edaing            -                -         •  9i0OO 
Cofmopolite                -                .               ,       5.700 

Courier             -             -                 .             .  5,500 

L'Aurorc                 .                 .                 -  5,500 

Solitaire                .                .                ,  5,000 

Marie  Thcrcfc                  -                     -  5,000 

St.  Bartholomew                -                 -  6,900 

Eleonorc                 ...  4,700 

Jeune  Francois                  -                  .  s,8oo 

Which,  with  the  Compte  de  Halwied        -  17,000 

And  La  Mar;guerite,                •                -  18,000 

Made  in  the  whole     •    j^.ib6,ooo 

board 
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board  to  go  on  fliore,  to  his  own  houfc  at  Polefdcn,  in 
Surry,  in  hopes,  by  that  means,  of  facilitating  and  halU 
cning  his  recovery.  This,  however,  he  was  not  able  to 
effect  by  the  time  the  fleet  was  ready  for  fca ;  and  very 
properly  thinking  fuch  a  truft  too  confequential  to  be 
undertaken  by  any  man,  however  zealous  in  the  caufe  of 
his  fovercign  and  the  country,  whofe  imbecillity  of  body 
prevented,  as  it  certainly  in  fomc  degree  muil,  the  utmoil 
exertion  of  the  vigour  of  his  mind,  which  on  fomc,  and 
thofe  too  indifpenhble  occafions,  mud  be  abfolutely  nc- 
cefTary :  he  f  ^llicited  leave  to  refign  his  command,  a 
requeil  which  the  board  of  admiralty  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, refufe  their  alfent  to,  however  contrary  it  might  be 
to  their  wifhes. 

This  gentleman  continued  to  live  ever  afterwards  in 
n.*tirement,    fpending   the   remainder   of  a  life  with  a 
chara£tcr  rendered  truly  exalted  by  a  long  and  mod  meri- 
torious fervice :  the  grateful  remembrance  of  which  pro- 
cured him  the  honourable  advancement  to  the  rank  of  a 
baronet  of  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  of  Auguit,   1782. 
Having  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-fix  years,  he 
4iicd  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1796,  mod  highly  revered 
^  a  naval  commander,  and  not  lefs  fmcercTy  lamented 
^s  a  friend,  a  gentleman,  and  a  Briton.     In  this  tiicrc- 
/ore,  among  many  other  indances,  we  have  the  fatisfacJ  >iii 
<^f  faying,  without  the  imputation  of  flattery,  that  ho:/  \.\ 
benevolence,  public  fpirii,  and  general  worth  fornitc  '.:•• 
leading  traits  of  his  ciiarader,  and  that  mankind  hiivt  iiu 
(o  ungrateful  as  to  forget  them  *. 


VVc  cannot  conclude  this  account  wiihout  adding  aij  .».  ^..r.^ 
"^  ^utbenticity  of  which  has  been  confidently  reported  ic  m%  WT^si> 
pns  corally  difintercfted :  it  is,  perhaps,  a  morejuft  and  ivrupr 

t.MV.  i 


'^P*  ^n  the  chara£ler  of  this  worthy  man  than  the  tnu 
'S'^ly-fioiflied  detail  of  hia  fervices  and  conduit  vould 

,  At  the  late  cootefted  elefiion  for  the  county  iA  JL.  ni 
^"led  down  to  vote  by  a  gentleman  in  the  iateidi  c- 
^'^^.^x  hi*  « rival  at  the  booth,  after  eiM|airii||  mnt  u 
'^^'^atcrwerc,  of  whom  (ir  W.  Geary's  Ton  WMfiMe.^HBB« 
*****^  vith  ■  tremendous  oath,  that  it  fliQuld  aewr  ^s^ .  - 
'  ^    his  worthy  old  admiral's  fon^  f'«"'  ^•"* 

*-•  ioflaacc,  u  Icafi,  kept  < 
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GRENVILLE,  Thomas,  —  was  the  fevcnth  Ton  of 
Hcfter,  fiftcr  to  (ir  Richard  Temple,  afterwards  created 
taron  and  vifcount  Cobham*,  and  Richard  Grenvilie, 
of  Wotton,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  efq.  He  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  April,  1719;  and  being  brought  up  to 
the  fea,  arrived,  at  an  early  age,  though  not  till  after 
regularly  pafling  through  the  different  fubordinate  ranks 
with  much  reputation  to  himfelf,  at  the  rank  of  cap* 
tain.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  on  the  6th  of  April,  1742,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Romney^  a  fourth 
rate  of  fifty  guns.  While  in  this  (hip  he  is  not  other- 
wife  particularly  mentioned  than  as  having  been  employed 
as  a  cruifer ;  in  which  occupation  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  capture,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1743,  a  very  valuable 
Spanifh  regifter  (hip,  mounting  twenty  guns,  called  the 
Santa  Rofa.  Captain  Grcnvi  lie  continued  in  the  Romney 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 744,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Falkland,  a  (hip  of  eoual  force,  juft  launched. 
His  occupation  continued  the  lame  ;  but  though  his  adi- 
vity  was  not  dimini(hed,  his  fuccefs,  at  leaft,  when  con(i« 
dered  in  a  pecuniary  light,  was  confiderably  fo;  the 
tnott.  intereding  mention  we  find  made  of  him  while  he 
held  this  command  being  the  capture  of  a  French  priva- 
teer,  of  fourteen  guns,  which  he  carried  into  Kiniale  in 
the  month  of  March  1745. 

*  Titles  to  which  this  lady  fucceedcd,  by  limilatioii,  after  the  death 
of  her  brother,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1749,  and  by  letters  patent 
bearins  date  the  18th  of  the  following  month,  was  created  countelf 
Temple,  '*  The  branch  (fays  Collins)  of  the  family  of  Grenville, 
Grenville  Greinville,  or  Grenevyle,  as  the  name  in  very  aiicient  timet 
iras  yarioufly  written,  has  been  loconteflably  feared  at  Wottim  under 
Barnwood,  in  Bockinghamihire,  at  leaft  from  Henry  the  Tirll's  reign, 
which  is  ap|>arent,  as  well  from  the  charter  of  Walter  GiArd,  earl 
of  Buckingham,  hereafter- mentioned,  and  the  regifter  of  the  abbey  of 
Nutley  (within  foor  miles  of  Wotion)  as  from  140  deeds,  fans  dale, 
conceniine  this  family  at  Wotton,  and  a  regular  fucceflion  of  a  great 
number  of  dated  deeds,  which  prove  the  family  in  every  king's  rein 
from  kin^John,  to  have  been  poffeffed  of  the  following  manoainBuck* 
hkghamfhire,  vib  Wocron,  Chilton  cum  Eafington,  Afliington,  Ham, 
Grenvillc's  manor  in  Hadenham,  Nether  Winchenden,  Policocf, 
Widmcre  and  Fofcott ;  and  alfo  divers  eflates  in  I>orton,  Crendon, 
Adingrave,  Grendon,  Brill,  Boreflall,  Kingley,  Oakelcy,  Bucking* 
ham,  and  Wicomb  in  the  (aid  county;  bcfidei  manori,  lands,  &c.  to 
other  countica.'' 

Towards 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  17+6,  he  vt^$  protnoted 
to  the  Defiance,  of  fixty  guns;  and,  in  the  month  of 
December,  was  elefted  reprefentative  iti  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Bridport.  In  the  enfuing  fpring,  the  De- ' 
fiance  was  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  out^  under  the  admi- 
rals Anfon  and  Warren,  to  intercept  the  French  fquadron 
under  orders  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  North  America, 
The  particulars  of  the  fuccefsful  encounter  which  took 

f>Iace  on  their  meeting  have  been  already  given  at  fome 
ength  in  the  lives  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  fir  P. 
Warren  ♦,  fo  that  we  (hall  content  ourfelves  with  faying, 
as  we  in  judice  are  compelled  to  do,  that  the  name  of 
Grenville  (lands  remarkably  prominent,  even  among 
thofe  heroes  who  moft  particularly  diHinguifhed  them- 
felves.  "  The  Namur,  Defiance  and  Windfor  (fays 
the  Gazette)  being  the  next  headmoft  (hips,  foon  entered 
into  a&ion ;  and  after  having  di fabled  thofe  French 
(hips,  with  which  they  were  engaged,  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  the  Briti(h  (hips  adern  muft  foon  come  up  with  them, 
they  made  fail  ahead  to  prevent  the  van  of  the  enemy  from 
efcaping/*  His  condu^  on  this  brilliant  occafion,  when 
he  met  with  his  unhappy  and  untimely  death,  needs  neithec 
the  aid  of  the  hiltorian  nor  the  panegyrid.  The  concife 
account  given  by  his  commander-in-chief  fpeaks  of  him  in 
more  forcible  terms  than  would  the  beft  adorned  and  moft 
poliihed  eulogium.  **  The  lofs  on  our  fide  (fays  Mr, 
Anfon)  was  not  very  confideraWe,  except  that  of  captain 
Grenville,  of  the  Defiance,  who  was  an  excellent  officer, 
and  whofc  death  cannot  be  fufficiently  lamented  t." 

The 

*  See  vol.  iv.  p.  i£^  and  188. 

f  Hit  remains  were  interred  at  Wotton.  The  following  accoant 
is  extraded  from  a  letter,  dated  Gofport,  May  the  86th. 

**  On  the  ssd,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  corpfe  of 
that  truly  Britifh  commander,  capuin  Grenville,  was  landed  in  Stoke't 
bay,  where  a  hearfe  waited  to  receive  it,  to  carry  it  to  be  buried  hi 
the  vault  belonging  to  the  familjr.  The  corpfe  was  attCDded  by  all 
the  boats  of  the  (qttadron  at  Spithead,  to  which  he  belonged.  H« 
fword  was  drawn  and  laid  acrols  his  coffin ;  and  from  the  time  of  the 
boats  putting  off  from  the  Blip's  fide  to  their  landino,  minute  guns  were 
fired  by  the  whole  fquadron,  who  like  wife  hoifiedtbeir  colours  haU^ 
mad  high  on  the  melancholy  occafion.    be  was  a  gentkmao  of  true 

1  courage 
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The  above  much-to-be-lamented  event  took  place  on 
the  7dof  May,  1747. 

JHODSELLy  James,— we  find  to  have  been  employed  as 
commander  of  the  Anne  Galley  fireihip,  a  veflel  attached  to 
the  fquadrony  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Leftock  on  the 
Mediterranean  (lation,  in  the  month  of  April  1742.     He 

courage  and  coodufl;  a  humane  and  generous  commander,  never  fail- 
ing to  reward  merit  where  he  found  it.  He  was  as  eafy  of  accefs  to  the 
meaneft  failor  as  to  any  of  his  officers,  and  never  failed  to  reward  or 

tunifli  according  to  the  merit  of  the  cafe.     His  officers  refpeded  hiiu» 
is  failors  loved  and  efteemed  him  as  their  father:  in  (hort, 

"  He  was,  but  words  are  wanting  to  fay  what; 
Say  all  that's  good  and  brave,  and  he  was  that.'* 

A  fuperb  monument  is  ere£led  to  his  memory  in  Stow  Gardens, 
with  the  following  infcriptions  in  Latin  and  Englifh. 

Sororis  C\ix  fih'o 
Thom/e  Grenville, 
Qui  navis  Pra!fedus  regiae 
Ducente  claflfem  Britannicam  Georgio  Anfon> 
Dum  contra  gallos  fortiflimc  pugnaret 
Dilaceratx  navis  ingcnti  fragmine 
Fcmore  graviier  percuCTo 
••  Pcrirc,"  dixit  morihundus,  **  omnino  fatius  eft 
Quam  inertias  in  judicio  fifti." 
Columnam  banc  roftratam. 
Laudans  at  raarrens  pofuit 
Cobham, 
Infigne  virtutis,  chcu !  rariflimae 
Excmplum  habes 
Ex  c\\io  difcas 
Quid  vlrum  pracfeflura  roilitari  ornatum 

Dcccdt 
M  D  c  c  X  L  V  n , 

Tranilation. 

As  a  monument  10  teftify  his  applaufe  and  grief,  Richard,  lord 
vifcount  Cobham,  crc8cd  this  naval  pillar  to  the  memory  of  his 
nephew,  captain  Grenville,  who,  commanding  a  fhip  of  war  in  the 
Brxtifh  fleet,  under  admiral  Anfon,  in  an  engagement  with  the  French, 
was  mortally  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a  fragment  of  his  (battered 
fliip.  Dyin^,  he  cried  out,  *«  How  much  more  defrabU  is  it  tfiustomcct 
death,  tkan^jufpeBtd  cf  cowardict,  tofearjufiice  V*  May  this  noble  in- 
ftance  of  virtue  prove  inflru6>ive  to  an  abandoned  age,  and  teach 
Britons  how  to  a^  in  their  country's  caufc. 

rs 
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is  particularly- mentioned  in  the  difpute  between   that 
^ntleman  and  captain  Barnet^  but  only  as  the  official 
bearer  of  the  different  letters  and  meifages  which  palled 
between   them   on   that   occafion  *.      From    the    veflel 
juft  mentioned,  he  was,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1742,  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Durfley  Galley,   a  twenty 
gun.  (hip.       This   appointment   appears   to   have   been 
made   merely   for   the    purpofe   of    giving    him    rank> 
^or  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  that  is  to  fay  on  the  9th 
of  the  enfuing  month,  the  Durfley  Galley  was  commanded 
hy  captain  Dc  L'Angle,  who  had  not  at  that  time  the  rank 
of  captain.     Mr.  Hodfell's  next  command  was  that  of  the 
Diamond  frigate,  which  alfo  was  of  (hurt  duration,  and  in 
"%vhich  we  do  not  find  any  intere(Hng  mention  made  of  him. 
-His  third  (hip  was  the  Fever(ham,  of  forty  guns,  into 
''which  he  removed   previous  to  the  encounter  with  the 
JFrench  and  Spanifti  fleets  off  Toulon ;  but  on  which  occa- 
^on  nothing  farther  is  related  of  him,  than  that  he  was  (lati- 
^ned  to  attend  the  di  vifion  of  Mr.  Lellock.     He  was  one  of 
"•he  members  of  the  court-martial  convened  at  Mahon,  on 
^he  28th  of  January,  1745,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Richard 
"3s[orris,  which  is  the  only  notice  we  obfcrve  taken  of  him 
^ill  the  month  of  May  1746,  at  which  time  he  was  cap- 
"«ain  of  the  Nonfuch  on  the  fame  (lation.     It  is  not  im- 
■j)robablc  he  continued  there  during  the  remainder  of  the 
^v^ar,  as  we  have  no  account  of   his  having  been  em* 
;j)loy^d  in  any  other  quarter.     He  is  faid  to  have  com- 
landed  a  third  rate  after  the  Nonfuch  ;  but  have  no  far- 
her  authentic  particulars  concerning  him  except  the  mere 
cmorandum  cf  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  6th.  of 
^pril,  1754. 

HOLMES,  Charles, — was  a  defcendant  from  the  fame 
nourabie  family  with  fir  Robert  Holmes,  of  whom  an 
count  has  been  already  given.     Of  the  earlier  part  of 
hisgcntlcitian's  fervice,  however  meritorious  it  might  be, 
mention  is  made :  our  information  concerning  him, 
'^ihat  of  his  family  only  excepted,  commencing  with  his 
in-ment,  on  the  20ih  of  February,  1742,  to  be  cap- 
<bf  the  Sapphire,  of  forty  guns,  a  cruifing  Ihip.     On 
\pf  December  following  he  diltinguilhed  himfell* 

I.       *  Sec  vol,  iv,  p.  813,  ci  rc<j. 
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in  a  very  remarkable  manner  by  the  attack  of  a  number  of 
privateers  in  the  harbour  of  Vigo.  We  cannot,  perhaps, 
do  greater  and  more  material  juftice  to  his  bravery  than  by 
giving  the  account  in  the  precife  terms  of  that  officially 
publifhed*. 

Except  that,  about  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
he  was  captain  of  the  Enterprize,  we  have,  no  intel- 
ligence of  this  brave  and  worthy  gentleman  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1746,  when  wc  find  him  in  the 
jLrenox,  a  feventy  gun  fhip,  on  the  Jamaica  ilation. 
He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
held  at  Port  Royal  for  the  trial  of  captain  Crook  (hanks, 
and  in  the  month  of  September  1748,  was  ordered  home  as 
convoy  to  the  fleet  of  merchantfhips  bound  from  thence. 
1  he  Lenox  was  fo  weak  a  fhip,  and  in  fo  bad  a  condition, 

•  **  FebruaiySth.— His  niajcfly*s  (hip  the  Sapphire,  captain  Holmef, 
being  on  a  cruize  off  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  Dec.  25th,  faw  two  fail 
and  gave  chace.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  two  fail 
parted,  one  keeping  her  wind,  the  other  bearing  away.  He  continued 
chafing  the  former,  and  about  five  took  her,  (he  being  a  Spanifh  pri- 
vateer of  about  fifty  tons,  with  eight  carriage  (ix  fwivel  guns,  and 
fifty-two  men.  It  be^ng  then  calm,  captain  Holmes  immediately 
fhiftcd  her  men  into  his  fhip,  and  put  a  lieutenant  and  thirty  men  on 
board  her  to  row  after  the  other  veflel,  which  they  came  up  with  the 
next  evening  and  retook,  when  they  found  her  to  be  a  (loop  from 
Limerick,  bou^d  to  Lifbon  with  buiter. 

**  On  January  nth,  captain  Holmes  was  informed  by  the  mafler 
of  a  Dutch  fhip,  who  had  been  ill-treated  by  a  privateer  at  Vigo, 
which  place  he  left  the  8fh,  that  there  were  five  privateers  in  that 
harbour,  two  of  them  cleaning  on  the  fand,  and  the  other  three  near 
them  at  the  quay  :  that  in  the  town,  by  the  church,  they  had  mounted 
fix  fix  pounders  on  a  new  batten' ;  and  on  a  plain,  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  quay,  fix  or  eight  guns,  from  three  to  four  pounders.  Upon 
this  intelligence  captain  Holmes  failed  for  Vigo,  and  on  the  15th  came 
oif  that  town.  When  his  fliip  was  about  half  a  mile  from  it,  the 
Spaniards  fired  from  their  twenty-four  pound  battery  on  tlic  quay.  One 
of  the  fhot  difmounted  one  of  the  Sapphire's  lower  deck  guns,  killed 
one  man,  fhot  off  another's  leg,  and  the  arm  of  a  third,  wounding 
with  the  rplinters  five  or  fix  more.  Another  fhot  went  through  the 
center  of  her  forc-inafl,  about  feven  feet  above  the  forecalTle ;  a 
third  took  her  between  wind  and  water,  and  lodged  in  the  carpenter's 
llore-room.  Captain  Holmes  ran  a  little  farther  in  and  came  to  ao 
anchor ;  having  brought  his  broadfidc  to  bear  on  the,  batteries  and 
privateers,  he  began  firing  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  between  two  and 
three  the  two  privateers,  which  were  afloat,  funk;  the  other  pri- 
vateers, which  were  on  the  fand,  received  many  (hot  in  them,  by 
which  they  are  rendered  unfcrviccabVi  at  Icafl  fon  fome  time." 

that 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         I95 

that  twenty-four  of  her  guns  were 'taken  out  in  order  to 
pnable  her  to  make  the  palfage  home  with  greater  fafety. 
Captain  Holmes  not  being  able  to  get  through  the  wind* 
ward  paflage  bore  away  through  the  gulph,  and  on  the 
29th  of  September  fell  in  with  admiral  Reggio's  fqua- 
dron,  confiiUng  of  fix  large  iliips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate. 
The  proper  precautions  were  immediately,  and,  as  it 
proved,  fuccefsfully  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the  convoy : 
as  foon  as  this  object  was  attained,  though  reafons 
exited  which,  to  a  man  not  thoroughly  animated  with 
the  love  of  his  country  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  fove- 
reign,  would  have  been  more  than  fufficient  to  induce 
him  to  purfue  his  voyage,  captain  Holmes,  with  the  mofl 
laudable  decifion  as  well  as  fpirited  refolution,  changed  his 
courfc  and  proceeded  to  the  Tortuda  bank,  off"  which  he 
knew  Mr.  Knowles,  the  commander-in-chief,  was  then 
cruifing,  in  the  double  hope  of  giving  him  information  of 
the  enemy,  and  alfilting  in  their  defeat. 

He  was  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  with  the  Britidi 
f(juadron  on  the  lit  of  October  ;  but  though  he  behaved, 
during  the  fubfequcnt  ad  ion,  with  that  bravery  and  gallant 
fpirit,  which  it  is  notorious  he  difplayed  on  all  poflible 
occaftons,  yet  was  he  not  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  the 
cenfure  of  Mr.  Knowles,  a  cenfure,  as  it  is  faid,  fecretly, 
and  therefore  improperly  fpread.  This,  propagated  by 
the  induflrious  calumny  and  envy  of  men  Icfs  honourable 
than  himfclf,  at  la(l  reached  the  ears  of  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
induced  him  to  demand  a  court-martial ;  but  it  did  not 
take  place  till  Jinuary  1750,  the  fubfequent  month  to  that 
in  which  Mr.  Knowles  himfelf  had  been  tried  and  gently 
reprimanded. 

We  cannot  a£l  more  candidly  than  by  fimply  inferting 
the  refolution  of  the  court,  than  which  none,  perhaps,  was 
ever  more  honourable  to  the  party  accufed. 

**  The  court,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  from  the  ho- 
nourable the  lord^  of  the  admiralty,  to  William  Rowley, 
cfq.  (dated  the  ill  of  la(t  month )  proceeded  to  enquiie 
inro  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  eapt.  C.  Holmes,  upon  ' 
a  charge  cxhibiied  againfl  him,  by  rear-admiral  Knowles, 
for  bad  condud,  breach  of  orders,  difobedienceof  fignals, 
and  not  doing  his  utmoft  to  take  and  endamage  a  Spa* 
nifli  fquadron,  in  an  adion  off  the  Havannah  m  1748. 

N  2  Having 
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Having  heard  the  witnefTes  produced  both  by  Mr.  Knowlcs 
and  the  prifoner,  and  thoroughly  confidered  their  evidence, 
the  court  unanimoufly  agree,  that  it  hath  appeared  captain 
Holmes  behaved  like  a  good  and  gallant  officer  during  the 
whole  action  :  that  he  Hkewife  (hewed  very  good  condudt, 
for  the  prefervation  of  his  convoy  v/hen  he  fell  in  with  the 
Spanifh  fquadron,  a  day  or  two  before  the  a6lion,  and 
alfo  great  zeal  for  his  king  and  country  in  quitting  his 
homeward  courfe  to  go  in  queft  of  rear-admiral  Knowles, 
in  order  to  inform  him  of  that  fquadron,  and  toftrengthen 
him  with  the  addition  of  his  (hip,  the  better  to  enable  him 
to  engage  thcm^  when  he  had  at  the  fame  time  not  only  a 
large  part  of  his  own  fortune  on  board  the  ihip,  but  wras 
prefled  by  the  paifengers  to  proceed  direftly  home.  The 
court  do  therefore  unanimoufly  agree  to  acquit  captain 
Holmes,  with  honour,  of  every  part  of  the  charge  exhi- 
bited againfl  him ;  and  he  is  accordingly  hereby  honour- 
ably acquitted." 

In  t}\e  month  of  January  1753,  he  was  appointed*cap- 
tain  of  the  Anfon,  of  fixty  guns,  a  guard  (hip  at  Portfmouth. 
We  believe  him  to  have,  not  long  afterwards,  removed 
into  the  Lenox,  of  fcventy  guns,  other  accounts  fay  the 
Somerfet,  a  fliip  employed  as  tlie  former.  In  the  month 
of  March  1755,  he  was  captaip  of  the  Grafton,  alfo  a 
third  rate,  one  of  the  fquadron  difpatched  in  May 
following,  under  Mr.  Holburne,  as  a  reinforcement 
CO  Mr.  Bofcawen,  who  had  previoufly  failed  for  North 
America.  During  the  enfuing  year  he  was  again  em- 
ployed on  the  fame  ftation,  with  the  rank  of  commodore, 
llill  continuing  on  board  the  Grafton.  This  fummer's  fer- 
vtce  was  rendered  remarkable  by  a  very  fpirited  encounter 
he  had  with  a  fmall  French  fquadron,  though  of  force  infi- 
nitely fuperior  to  that  of  the  Engliih.  It  took  place  off 
Louifburg,  and  his  condu(^  on  this  occafion  we  fhall 
probably  beft  defcribe  by  inferting  the  following  plain 
and  modeft  account  of  the  tranfaftion,  given  by  the  com- 
modore himfelf  in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty  board, 

**  Grafton,  off  Louifburg,  Aug.  25,  1756. 
**  On  the  26th  of  July  I  was  cruizing  in  his  majefty's 
ftiipGrafton,with  the  Nottingham,  the  Hornet  and  Jamaica 
Hoops,  off  Louilburg,  about  three  leagues  fouth  by  eaft. 

At 
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At  eight  A.  M.  the  man  at  the  top-mad  head  difco- 
vered    four   fail    to   the   north-eaft,    direflly    to    wind- 
'ward :  we  gave  chace,  and  made  our  firfl  board  to  the 
fouthward,  they  (leering  dire£lly  for  us  till  within  two 
leagues.     We  tacked  in  hopes  to  have  cut  them  off  from 
their  port,  as  they  hawled  in  for  it.     At  half  pad  one 
P.  M.   they  came  to  an  anchor  in  their  harbr^ur;  a  little 
afterwards  we  brought  to  about  a  league  from  it  and  hoiftcd 
our  colours,  the  lighthoufe  bearing  north  as  we  hy.     At 
four  we  made  fail  to  the  eaftward :  foon  as  it  was  dnrk  I  dif- 
patched  the  Hornet  for  Halifax,  with  orders  for  captain  Spry 
fend  out  fomc  of  the  (hips  under  his  command  to  come 
and  join  me ;  we  then  (tood  on  as  before,  till  three  o'clock, 
"when  we  tacked  and  flood  in  for  the  land.     At  feven  in 
ahe  morning  of  the  27th,  the  man  at  the  maft  head  called 
out  he  faw  (ix  fail  under  the  land  :  about  eight  o'clock  I 
<!Oiild  fee  four  (hips  in  chafe  of  us ;   L  could,  with  my 
^lafs,  make  them  to  be  men  of  war,  and  fee  the  French 
<:ommodorc*s  white  pendant  very  plain.     On  this  I  (lood 
i'rom  them  to  the  fouth-eaft,  about  a  point  from  the  wjnd, 
"^wrhich  drew  them  from  their  harbour,  and  thought  it  the 
l)cft  of  our  failing,  for  I  judged  them  above  our  match  or 
they  would  not  have  come  out  of  their  port  again  in  fo  few 
liours :   1  believe  they  had  only  put  their  fick  and  lumber 
on  (hore  and  taken  troops  off,  for  they  were  very  full  of 
jncn.     At  half  pafl  one,  P.  M.  the  headmoll  of  the  French 
iquadron,  a  frigate  of  about  thirty- fix  guns,  fired  on  the 
Jamaica  (loop,  which  (he  returned,  and  rowed  nt  the  fame 
time  up    to   the    Nottingham.     On    our    firirg   at    the 
frigate  (he  hawled  her  wind,  and  the  Jamaica  b:)re  away 
to  the  fouth-weft,  which  the  PVench  conmiandant  obferv- 
jng,  made  a  fignal  for  the  two  frigates  to  chafe  the  (loop, 
which  they  immediately  obeyed.     -About  two  the  Not- 
tingham    fired    her    (tern   chafe    at    the    French    com- 
mandant, which  he  returned  with  his  bow  ;  and  foon  aftef 
I   fired   mine.     Finding  our   (hot    reached   each    other, 
hauled   up  my  courfes,  bunted  my  main-fail,  and  bore 
down  on  the  French  commodore,  being  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  him  :  it  fell  calm  and  we  began  to  engage,  he 
being  on  our  (larboard  fide,  the  other  large  French  (hip  a- 
ftcrn  of  him,  and  the  Nottingham  on  our  larboard  bow; 
the  two  frigates  a  mile  from  us,  and  the  Jamaica  fomc- 

N  3  thing 
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thing  more.  Though  the  French  commandant  held  us  Co 
cheap  at  fir  ft  as  to  fend  his  frigates  away,  he  was  foon  Co 
fcnfible  of  his  miftake,  that,  the  inftant  there  was  any  wind, 
he  made  the  frigate's  fignals  to  rejoin  him ;  and,  fearing  they 
did  not  come  faft  enough  to  his  aflifcance,  bore  down  to 
them  and  was  followed.  At  feven  they  were  all  clofe 
together;  at  dufk  the  a-^ion  ceaftd  ;  they  ftanding  to  the 
fouthward  and  we  to  the  S.  S.  E.  Our  men  lay  at  their 
quarters  all  night  expeding  to  renew  the  adlion  in  the 
morning.  At  daylight  the  French  (hips  bore  N.W.  by 
W.  diftance  four  or  ^vc  miles,  going  away  with  little 
wind,  at  E.S.E.  right  before  it,  for  Louiftjurg.  We  wore 
and  Itood  to  the  wclhvard,  hut  they  never  offered  to  look 
at  us.  The  wind  frelheniug,  they  failed  much  better 
than  our  fliips,  and  tiie  wcaiher  growing  hazy  we  loft  fight 
of  them  about  noon.  Their  chief  fire  was  dirc£ted  at  our 
mafts,  which  thiy  wounded,  as  well  as  cut  our  ftays  and 
rigging  confiderably.  I  had  one  lower-deck  gun  dif- 
mountcd  and  one  upper;  iix  men  killed  and  twenty 
wounded,  which  is  all  the  damage  the  Grafton  received." 

On  the  return  of  this  gentleman  to  England  he  was 
, appointed  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  held 
for  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng.  In  1757 
lie  relumed  to  the  American  ftation  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Holburne,  the  few  particulars  of  which  unintercfling 
expedition  have  been  already  given  in  our  account  of  that 
gentleman:  to  thefe  we  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Grafton 
was  feparated  from  the  body  of  the  fquadron  ;  and  having 
loft,  not  only  her  mafts  but  her  rudder,  was,  with  the 
greateft  difficulty,  navigated  to  England  ;  nor.  could  ftic 
have  been  prefcrvcd  but  by  the  molt  extraordinary  exer- 
tions and  the  invention  of  a  fubftitutc  rudder,  contrived 
by  rigging  out  a  fpare  top-maft  from  the  ftern.  In  ftiort, 
the  prefervation  of  his  fhip  may  be  confidered  as  jne  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  interventions  of  P.ovidcnce,  in 
fupport  of  hmnan  efforts  almoft  imparalleled. 

In  1758  Mr.  Holmes  was  employed  at  home,  and  was 
fent  commodore  of  a  fmall,  but  very  fuccefsful  expedition, 
to  Embden  in  Germany.  It  deferves  particular  relation, 
more  on  account  of  his  adivity,  than  the  confequence 
attending  it.  The  force  appears  to  have  confifted  only  of 
the  Seahorfc,  on  board  which  (hip  Mr.  Holmes  himfelf 

was. 
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was,  and  the  Strombolo ;  but  from  the  tenor  of  the  ac- 
count, and  the  particularly  benevolent  expreflions  ufed  in 
it,  we  fhall,  as  in  the  preceding  inftance,  give  it  in  his 
x)wn  wt)rds. 

^  "  It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafurc  that  I  acquaint  my 
lords  commifTionersof  the  admiralty  of  the  fuccefs  of  his 
majelly's  (hip  in  this  river*. 

"  The  enemy  had  not  fufFercd  the  buoys  to  be  laid  this 
year,  thinking  by  that  means  to  obftruft  any  attempts  for 
the  recovery  of  Embdexi  by  fea :  it  was  therefore  with 
equal  furprize  and  concern,  that  they  obferved  the  arrival 
of  his  majefty's  fhips  Seahorfe  and  Strombolo.  After 
having  doubled  the  number  of  their  workmen  upon  the 
batteries  they  had  begun,  they  fet  about  raifing  three  more 
towards  the  fea  with  all  expedition,  expedting  to  be 
attacked  from  that  quarter, 

"  On  tho  17th  the  Seahorfe  and  Strombolo  anchored 
between  Deltziel  and  Knock',  and  on  the  i8th  they  came 
to  their  ftation  between  Knock  and  Embden,  by  which  the 
enemy  faw  themfelves  cut  off  from  all  communication 
down  the  river, 

"  They  continued  working  on  their  batteries  towards 
the  fea,  but  at  the  fame  lime  made  all  the  neceffary  pre- 
parations for  evacuating  the  place. 

"  The  garrifon  confifted  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
French  foot,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  horfe,  one  thou- 
fand one  hundred  Auftrian  foot,  and  two  companies  of 
artillery  of  fixty  men  each,  in  all  three  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty. 

"  On  the  19th,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  the  French 
troops  were  under  arms,  and  marched  out  of  the  town 
before  night.  On  the  20th  the  Auftrians  began  their 
march  at  nine  in  (he  morning. 

**  About  noon,  and  not  before,  I  had  intelligence  of 
thefe  operations,  and  that  they  had  been  tranfporting  their 
baggage  and  cannon  up  the  river  in  fmall  veffels  over 
night,  that  one  of  them  was  lying  round  a  point  of 
land  at  fome  didance  from  us  to  go  up  by  next  tide.  As 
foon  as  we  could  ftem  the  tide  I  difpatched  an  armed 
cutter  and  two  of  my  boats,  who  came  up  with  the  veflcl 
we  had  intelligence  of,  arid  took  her.     I  reinforced  them 


•  The  Elbe. 
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by  another  boat ;  and  the  whole  detachment^  commanded 
by  captain  Taylor,  continued  the  chace  up  the  river. 
The  enemy  at  this  time  lined  both  fides  of  it,  and  gave  the 
firft  fire  on  the  boats,  who  were  then  nearly  up  with  three 
of  their  armed  veiTels.  The  fire  was  briflcly  returned  on 
our  fide,  in  fight  of  their  army,  and  under  their  fire ;  cap- 
tain Taylor  came  up  with  one  of  them,  attacked  her, 
drove  her  on  fliore  and  carried  her,  after  a  fhort 
fkirmifli.  The  officers  and  men  left  the  veflel  to  recover 
the  (hore  ;  in  attempting  which,  feme  of  them  were  kil- 
led by  the  fire  from  our  boats.  The  other  two  veiTelSy 
which  had  the  cannon  on  board,  got  clear,  under  favour 
of  the  night  and  cover  of  their  aimy. 

**  The  firft  vefTel  taken  had  the  fon  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Scholiheens,  of  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain's  regiment, 
one  corporal  and  one  pioneer  on  board,  with  fome  baggage 
belonging  to  the  lieut. -colonel.  There  was  fome  money 
found,  which,  partly  from  the  fpecie,  and  partly  from  the 
manner  of  its  being  made  up,  was  concluded  to  be  pay  for 
the  troops,  and  therefore  detained,  together  with  the  cor- 
poral, the  pioneer,  and  all  the  little  implements  of  war  they- 
had  with  them.  As  for  the  fon  he  is  but  a  boy,  and  not 
of  an  age  to  be  regarded  as  an  enemy,  for  which  reafon  I 
have  fent  him  on  ihore  to  be  returned  to  his  father,  with 
all  his  and  his  father's  effefts;  and  have  written  to  lieut.- 
colonel  Scholiheens,  faying,  that  upon  his  giving  me  his 
honour  the  money  is  truly  his  private  property,  it  (hall 
be  returned. 

**  Another  veffel  was  taken  which  had  on  board  major 
de  Bertrand ;  M.  Van  Longer,  commilTary  of  war  ;  M. 
Trajane,  adjutant  de  la  place;  M.  le  BoiifFe,  lieutenant 
of  artillery,  and  a  guard  of  private  men,  with  three  hofl— 
ages  which  they  had  carried  off  from  Embden.  From  thei:^ 
I  had  the  account  I  have  already  given  to  their  lordfhips 
of  the  happy  efFeS  the  prefence  of  his  majefly's  twoflil^ 
have  produced,  by  occafioning  the  fudden  evacuation 
the  enemy  out  of  the  town  of  Embden.     This  fr** 
the  more  effential,  as  advice  was  received  ••^ 
on  the  1 8th,  that  the  French,  in  Eaftl' 
ceived  counter  orders,  and  W*^*^' 
zines  to  Embden." 
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This  gentleman  was,  not  long  after  this  time,  advanced 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  is  not  otherwife  par^ 
ticularly  mentioned  during  the  courfe  of  the  current  year 
than  as  having  been  employed  in  the  fquadron, commanded 
by  lord  Anfon,  in  the  blockade  of  Bred,  and  in 
covering  the  defultory  expeditions  made  on  the  French 
coaft  in  the  courfe  of  that  year.  Early  in  1759  he  was 
fixed  upon  to  be  third  in  command  of  the  fleet  deitined  for 
the  expedition  againft  Quebec  ;  but,  previous  to  the  adual 
commencement  of  the  undertaking,  was  ordered,  with  a 
convoy  of  fixty  tranfports,  for  New  York.  He  accord- 
ingly hoifted  !)is  flag  on  board  the  Somerfet,  of  feventy 
guns,  and  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  14th  of  February 
with  the  Northumberland  and  Terrible,  of  feventy-four 
guns  each;  the  Trident  and  Intrepid,  of  fixty-four ;  the 
Medway,  of  fixty  ;  the  Maidftone,  Adventure,  Diana, 
Trent,  Europa,  Veftal,  Eurus,  Boreas,  and  Crcfcent 
frigates.  Having,  after  his  arrival  at  New  York,  taken 
the  neceflary  meafures  to  expedite  thofe  particular  branches, 
of  fervice,  for  the  accompli (liment  of  which  he  had  been 
difpatchcd,  he  joined,  ofFLouifturg,  vice-admiral  Saunders 
who  had  failed  from  Spithead  three  days  after  hi jr  departure. 
In  the  difl^erent  operations  previous  to  the  aAual  fiege^ 
which  we  have  already  faid  was  the  immediate  objeS  of 
this  armament,  he  was  engaged  in  fupporting  briga- 
dier-general Murray  in  an  attack  of  feveral  of  the 
magazines,  belonging  to  thtf  enemy,  colle6led  above  the 
town.  Mr.  Holmes  went  ten  or  twelves  leagues  up 
the.  river,  and  then  found  it  impra£licable  to  proceed  far- 
ther. Jn  the  month  of  September  he  was  particularly 
employed  in  dividing  and  diftrading  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  at  the  time  general  Wolfe  meditated  and  eflfefled 
that  landing  which  was  produ£Hve  of  his  own  fame  and 
deathy  together  with  the  ever-to-be-remembered  vifiory 
on  the  heights  of  Abraham.  His  fervices  on  this  occafion 
were  fo  highly  efleemed  that  he  received  the  thanks  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  of  which  he  had  been  for  feme 
time  a  member,  as  reprefentative  for  -the  borough  of 
Newport^  in  the  Ifleof  Wight,  a  ftation  he  retained  in 
the  fucceeding  parliament  till  the  time  of  his  death,  l^ 
returned  at  the  conclufion  of  the  year  to  England,  where 

he 
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he  remained  during  the  enfuing  winter,  in  which  time  he 
wa»  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 

Early  in  the  fprine  he  was  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  on  the  Jamaica  Itation,  as  fuccelTor  to  Mr.  Cotes; 
and  having  hoided  his  flag  on  board  the  Cambridge,  failed 
from  St.  Helen's  on  the  i6th  of  March,  1760.  He  ar- 
rived at  Jamaica  on  the  13th  of  May  following.  So 
adive  was  he  in  the  difpofition  of  his  cniifers,  that,  in  the 
month  of  Oftober,  four  out  of  five  *  French  frigates  were 
cither  taken  or  deftroyed ;  and,  not  long  afterwards,  eight 
privateers,  and  a  frigate  called  the  Bien  Aime,  fhared  a 
timilar  fate.  In  the  month  of  June  enfuing  he  had  the 
additional  good  fortune  of  caufmg  the  capture  of  the  St. 
Aline,  of  lixty  four  guns,  which  is  thus  officially  related 
by  the  Gazette. 

"  Admiralty-office,  July  28,  1761. 

**  Rear-admiral  Holmes,  having  intelligence  that  fe ve- 
ra! (hips  of  war  of  the  enemy  had  failed  from  Port  Louis 
on  the  5th  of  June,  as  alfathat  the  St.  Anne  French  (hip  of 
war  had  failed  from  Port-au-Prince  on  the  fame  day,  he 
difpofed  feveral  ihips  of  his  fquadron  in  the  manner 
he  thought  moft  likely  to  meet  with  thofe  of  the  enemy.* 
In  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  Hamplhire  fell  in 
with  the  St-  Anne  to  windward,  and  chafed  her  right 
down  upon  the  Centaur  to  leeward.  Upon  difcovering 
the  Centaur,  the  St.  Anne  hauled  up,  and  was  kept  be- 
tween the  two  (hips  till  (he  was  run  quite  in  (horc,  and 
becalmed  about  a  league  to  the  northward  of  Donna 
Maria  Bay,  when  (he  began  to  fire  her  ftern  chace. 
Soon  after  one  o'clock  the  Centaur  got  clofe  alongfide 
the  St.  Anne,  and  (he  (truck  her  enfign.  She  is  a  very 
fine  (hip  conftrucEted  for  fixty-four  gims,  and  had  on  board 
fix  twenty-four  pounders,  twenty-(ix  twelve  pounders, 
and  eight  eight  pounders,  with  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  perfons  ;  was  commanded  by  M.  Aquillon,  and  was 
carrying  home  a  cargo  of  indigo,  coffee  and  fugar,  to  the 
value  of  nine  million  of  French  livres." 

This  is  the  laft  memorable  mention  we  find  made  of 
this  brave  and  truly  worthy  man,  who  died  at  Jamaica 

*  Three  of  them  belonged  to  the  king,  the  other  two  to  the  mer- 
chants. 

on 
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on  the  2ift  of  November  cnfuing,  leaving  behind  him  a 
reputation  mod  truly  unfullied,  and  a  charafter  highly 
revered,  whether  confidered  in  the  light  of  a  private 
citi2:en,  or  a  public  commander. 

MOLLOY,  Sir  Charles.— We  have  very  little  to  add, 
in  our  account  given  of  this  gentleman,  to  that  afforded 
us  in  the  infcription  on  his  monument.  The  only  parti- 
culars not  recorded  there  are;  that  he  took  port  on  being 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Royal  Caroline  yacht 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1742  ;  and,  in  1746,  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  alfembled  at  Deptford,  for 
the  trials  of  the  admirals  Mathews  and  Leftock.  He  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  Shadoxhurft  church,  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  where  a  marble  monument  is  erefled  to  his 
memory.  The  upper  part  confifts  of  angels  heads  in  the 
clouds ;  under  which  is  written,  •*  Bleifed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord.*'  In  a  marble  medallion  is  the  head 
of  the  deceafed,  fupported  by  an  infant  weeping,  fur- 
rounded  by  military  and  naval  ornaments.  Beneath  this 
infcription* 

Sir  Charles  Molloy,  knight,  lord  of  this  manor, 
late  captain  of  his  majefty's  (hip  Royal  Caroline, 
fometime  a  director  of  Grecnwich-hofpital,  an 
elder  brother  of  the  Trinity-houfc,  and  one  of  his 
majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Kent, 
&c.  After  a  long  and  faithful  fcrvice  of  near  fixty 
years  in  the  royal  navy,  where  he  went  very  young 
with  king  William's  letter,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
war  with  France,  and  ferved  in  that  and  all  queen 
Anne's  wars,  he  gradually  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant,  after  the  hard  fought  battle  off  Malaga, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  French  fleet,  in  the 
year  1704,  being  then  in  the  .Royal  Oak,  who  had  a 
large  fhare  in  that  day's  aSion.  In  this  poft  ho 
continued  till  the  year  17 10,  when  he  was  by  the 
earl  of  Berkeley,  who  then  commanded  the  fleet, 
appointed  captain  of  his  majefty's  yacht  the  William 
and  Mary,  m  which,  and  afterwards  in  the  Mary 
yacht,  he  ferved  until  the  7th  day  of  April,  1743; 
his  majefty  being  then  on  board  at  Gravefend,  and 
the  royal  Uandard  hoifled,  he  was  pleafcd  of  his  royal 

favour. 
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favour,  to  confer  on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
in  ;^11  which  employs  he  ever  difcharged  his  duty  as 
became  an  officer  and  a  feaman.  He  wa3  twice 
married.  His  firft  wife  was  Ann,  rclift  of  Ifaac 
Elton,  efq.  fon  of  fir  Ab".  Elton,  bart.  of  the  city  of 
Briftol.  He  afterwards  married  Ellen,  cldcft  daugh- 
ter of  Jn®.  Cork,  efq.  of  Swifts,  near  Cranbrook  ir> 
the  county  of  Kent.  She  left  no  iifue,  and  departed 
this  life  Aiiguft  24,  1760,  aetatis  fua;  60. 
Ens  entium  mifcrcre  mihi. 

PARRY,  Francis, — in  the  earlier  part  of  his  fervice  as 
a  naval  officer,  was  lieutenant  of  the  Monmouth,  and 
afterwards  of  the  Berwick.  In  1741  he  was  commander 
of  the  Grampus  floop  of  war,  and  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
very  much  under  the  command  of  captain  Harrifon,  of 
the  Argyle,  in  cutting  five  prizes  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Redondella.  On  the  loth  of  February,  1742,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate,  and 
being  almoft  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to  Lifbon, 
died  there  on  the  17th  of  April  follov.ing.  In  Mr. 
Hardy's  lift  he  is  erroncoufly  faid  to  have  died  in  the  Weft 
Indies  on  the  19th  of  May,  1761. 

PRITCHARD,  John, — was,  on  the  5th  of  February^ 
1742,  appointed  captain  of  the  Lyme.  In  the  month  of 
September  following  he  was  ordered  to  Elfinore  in  order 
to  convoy  from  thence  the  homeward-bound  Baltic  trade. 
Immediately  after  his  return  he  was  removed  into  a  fliip 
of  twenty  guns,  which,  in  all  the  accounts  we  have  fecn, 
is  called  the  Revenge.  But  we  apprehend  this  to  be  a 
miftake,  as  no  Ihip  fo  named,  and  of  that  force,  appears  to 
have  been  in  the  navy.  This  gentleman,  in  1744,  com- 
manded the  Severn,  of  fifty  guns;  in  which  ftiip  he  con- 
tinued alfo  but  a  ft)ort  time.  He  afterwards  was  fuccef- 
fively  commiffioned  to  the  Devonftiire  and  the  Duke,  but 
in  what  year  or  years  we  do  not  precifely  know.  In 
1758  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank 
and  halfpay  of  a  rear-admiral.  Having  thus  honourably 
retired  from  the  fervice  he  continued  to  refide  at  Ply- 
mouth, where  he  died  about  the  year  1779. 

RODNEY,  Lord.— We  have  but  few  particulars  re- 
lative to  this  nobleman,  in  addition  to  that  account 
publiftied  of  his  life  and  family  by  Collins :  nevcrthelefs, 

I  this 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.  M5 

this  circumftance  we  hope  will  not  be  conGdered  as  a  want 
of  induftry  in  us,  but  as  a  proof  of  the  general  care  and 
corretElnels  of  that  heraldic  author. 

George  Bridges  Rodney  was  the  fecond  fon  of 
Henry  Rodney,  of  Walton-upon-Thames,  in  the  county 
of  Surry,  efq.  and  Mary,  elded  daughter  and  co-heir  to 
fir  Henry  Newton,  knight,  envoy-extraordinary  to  Genoa, 
Tufcany,  &c.  ll.d.  judge  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty, 
and  chancellor  of  the  dioccfe  of  London.  He  was  bom 
in  the  month  of  December  171 7,  and  was  baptized  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  George  in  the  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  on  the  13th  of  February  following.  Having  en- 
tered at  a  very  early  age  into  the  navy,  he  gained  much 
reputation  and  cfteem,  while  in  the  more  fubordinate 
ranks,  of  ihofe  who  were  his  fupcriors  in  command* 
He  was  taken,  early  in  the  year  1742,  by  Mr.  Mathews, 
to  be  one  oLhis  lieutenants  when  that  gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Mediterranean  as  commander-in- chief  on 
that  (btion,  having  his  flag  on  board  the  Namur.  He 
was  promoted  by  that  admiral  to  be  captain  of  the  Ply- 
mouth, of  fixty  guns,  on  the  9th  of  November  1742. 
This  commiffion  was  confirmed  by  the  admiralty  board, 
but  he  removed,  not  long  after  his  return  to  England, 
into  the  Sheerncfs,  a  frigate  of  twenty  guns.  This  com- 
miilion  was  dated  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1743;  and 
about  the  fame  time  in  the  enfuing  year  he  was  promoted 
to  the  Ludlow  Caftle*,  of  forty-four  guns.  He  does  noc 
appear,  during  this  period,  to  have  met  with  any  opportu- 
nity of  acquiring  either  fame,  popularity,  or  fortune. 

How  long  he  continued  in  the  Ludlow  Caftle  is  not 
prccifcly  known,btit  could  not  have  been  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  for,  in  the  month  of  May  1746,  he  was  captaia 
of  the  Eagle,  a  new  (hip  of  iixty  guns,  then  employed  as 
a  cruifer  on  the  Irifli  Ration.  In  this  occupation  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  capture  two  very  (lout  privateers,  one 
of  them  a  Spaniard,  called  the  Efperance,  of  fixteen  guns 
with  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  men,  which  he  carried  into 
Kinfale ;  and  the,  other  a  French  (hip,  formerly  the 
Shoreham  frigate,  and  when  captured  retaining  the  fame 
name,  earning  twenty-two  guns  and  two  hundred  and 
fixty  men.  Hecamc  up  with  the  latter  after  a  chaceof  fixtee^ 

« 

*  Some  ac(»irait  have,  tbcmgh  we  belieire  erroAeoofly,  Ihited  hH 
fixoud  appoiatmcQt  to  have  beta  to  the  Pbcsoix. 

hours. 


'206  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 

hours,  and  carried  it  into  Crook  haven  in  the  month  of 
Oftober.  He  continued  in  the  Eagle  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  war,  and  vi  as  one  of  the  commanders  under  the 
orders  of  rear-admiral  Hawke,  in  the  month  of  Odober 
1747,  at  the  time  he  attacked,  and  defeated  L'Etendiere's 
Iquadron.  On  this  occafion  he  behaved  with  much  fpirit, 
and  may  be  faid  to  have  then  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
popularity  he  afterwards  in  fo  high  a  degree  poireiFcd. 

The  Eagle  was,  at  one  time  in  the  aflion,  engaged  with 
two  (hips  at  once;- and,  in  confequence  of  having  been 
fo  warmly  concerned,  had  her  wheel  (hot  away,  as  well 
as  her  braces  and  bowlings,  fo  that  the  fhip  was  abfolutely 
ungovernable.  In  this  very  fhattered  condition  (he  fell  on 
board  the  Devonlhire  at  ti.e  very  time  the  admiral  was 
crouding  into  aftion  to  her  fupport.  Captain  Rodney  was, 
in  the  month  of  November  following,  one  of  the  principal 
evidences  againfl  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent ;  and  declared, 
that  while  he  was  engaged  between  two  fires,  as  already 
defcribed,  captain  Fox  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  come 
up  to  his  fupport,  but  did  not.  It  is,  however,  the  opi- 
nion of  fomc,  that  captain  Rodney  was,  on  this  occafion, 
rather  too  har(h  and  fevere,  owing,  probably,  to  that  de- 
gree of  irritation  which  fomc  men  feel,  when  they  con- 
ceive themfelves  neglected  or  abandoned. 

The  peace  had  not  been  long  concluded  when  captain 
Rodney  was,  in  the  month  of  March  1749,  appointed  to 
the  Rainbow,  a  fourth  rate;  and,  on  the  9ih  ot  May  fol- 
lowing, was  nominated  governor  and  commander-in-chief 
in  and  over  the  illand  of  Newfoundland,  immediately 
afterwards  he  proceeded  thither  with  the  fmall  fquadroii 
annually  fcnt  there,  in  time  nf  peace,  for  the  prote(5lion 
of  the  fifhery.  In  the  cnfuing  year  he  was  fimilarly  oc- 
cupied with  the  additional  employment  of  fcarchingj  for 
an  ifland,  faid  to  have  been  difcovercd  in  latitude  50**  N. 
about  three  hundred  leagues  to  the  wedward  of  Scilly, 
He  was  not,  however,  fortunate  enough  tQ  difcover  this 
Utopian  country.  In  the  Reading  Mercury  of  April  10, 
1752,  and  not  improbably  in  many  other  newfpapers  of 
the  fame  date,  is  the  following  article  of  intelligence. 

"  Commodore  Rodney  arrived  this  day  at  Woolwich  : 
he  cruifcd  ten  days  in  queft  of  the  ifland  faid  to  have  been 
difcovered  by  captain  Aclon.     The  men  at  the  mail  head 

were 
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were  more  than  once  deceived  with  thofe  appearances 
which  the  Tailors  call  fog  banks,  which  we  mayfuppofe  to 
have  been  the  heft  folut  ion  of  the  Juppojed  dlJcoDery,^* 

In  the  month  of  May  1751,  a  day  or  two  only  after  he 
had  failed  on  the  expedition  (if  itdeferves  that  name)  laft- 
mentioned,  he  was  chofen  reprefentative  in  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Saltalh.  Some  time  after  his  return  he 
married,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1753,  Mifs  Jane  Comp- 
ton,  daughter  of  Charles  Compton,  efq.  and  fifter  to 
Spencer,  then  earl  of  Northampton.  He  was  about  the 
lame  time  appointed  captain  of  the  Kent,  of  feventy  guns, 
commiflioned  as  a  guardfhip  at  Portfrnouth*.  rlc  re- 
tained the  above  command  till  the  year  1755,  when  he 
was  promoted  to  the  Prince  George,  of  ninety  guns,  at 
Portfmouth.  This  (hip  not  being  employed  on  any  me- 
morable or  didinguifhed  fervice,  we  do  not  find  any  par- 
ticular mention  made  of  captain  Rodney  till  the  year 
1757,  when  he  commanded  the  Dublin,  of  feventy-four 
guns,  to  which  (hip  he  was  appointed  in  the  month  of 
April.  He  ferved  this  year,  under  the  command  of  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  in  the  memorable  but  too  fuccefslefs 
expedition  againd  Rochfort;  and,  as  being  the  oldeft  cap- 
tain in  the  fleet,  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  council 
of  war.  In  the  following  fpring  he  was  ordered  to  Lou- 
ifburg  with  admiral  Bofcawen  ;  but  his  having  been  a 
party  concerned  in  this  Expedition  was  merely  accidental^ 
he  having  been  ordered  out  to  fupply  the  place  of  captain 
Bentley,  whofe  ihip,  the  Invincible,  was  unfortunately 
lod  by  running  on  a  Ihoal  in  going  out. 

Nothing  material  occurred  to  him  while  thus  em- 
ployed, except  that  the  Dublin  being  very  fickly  he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Halifax.  This  was  the  laft 
fervice  in  which  he  was  engaged  as  a  private  captain,  for, 
on  the  14th  of  February,  1759,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  The  firft  occupation  in  which  he 
was  employed  as  a  flag  officer,  was  the  command  of  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  (hips  of  war  and  bomb  veflels,  equipped 

*  Dunng  this  period,  that  is  to  fay  fome  little  time  after  the 
inecting  of  the  new  parliament,  he  was  returned  as  member  for  the 
borough  of  Oakhampton. 

for 
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for  an  expedition  againft  Havre  de  Grace,  where,  as  it  waf 
faid,  a  large  quantity  of  flat  boats  were  built  or  colleded, 
and  a  variety  of  other  preparations  ftill  more  formidable 
and  expeufive  were  making,  in  aid  of  the  armament 
equipping,  by  order  of  the  r  rench  government,  for  the 
invaiion  of  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland. 

This  fervice  he  executed,  having  hoifted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Dcptford  w  ith  the  greateft  adroitnefs,  difpatch 
and  fuccefs,  for,  having  on  the  3d  of  July,  anchored  in 
the  great  road  of  Havre,  he  immediately  made  the 
neceflary  difpofitibns  to  carry  his  orders  into  execution. 
The  bomb -ketches  were  placed  in  the  narrow  channel  of  the 
river  leading  up  to  Harflcur,  that  being  the  moil:proper,and, 
indeed,  only  fpot  from  whence  the  expedled  deltru£lion 
could  be  effefled,  the  (hips  of  war  being  at  the  fame  time 
judicioufly  Rationed  to  fupport  and  prote6l  them.  All  thefe 
ncceflary  and  preliminary  arrangements  being  made  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  4ih,  the  bombard  merit  immediately 
commenced  and  continued,  without  intermiflion,  for  fifty- 
two  hours.  So  fuccefsfully  was  this  fervice  executed  that 
the  town  was  repeatedly  in  flames  in  difFcrcnt  parts:  the 
grand  magazine  of  (lores  for  their  flat  boats  burnt  with 
the  greatell  fury  for  fix  hours,  in  fpite  of  every  poflible 
eflFort  made  by  the  enemy  to  cxtinguifh  it.  A  confider- 
able  number  of  the  boats  themfelves  were  overfet,  funk, 
or  fo  much  damaged  as  to  be  of  no  farther  fervice.  To 
complete  the  good  fortune  which  attended  the  operations 
of  this  little  armament,  this  fuccefs  was  atchieved  with 
very  inconfiderable  lofs  tothebold  aflailants,  though  many 
of  the  enemy's  fliot  and  Ihells  fell  and  burll  among  the 
boats  and  bomb^ketches.  "  Thus  had  Mr.  Rodney  the 
happinefs  (as  Collins  remarks)  of  totally  fruftrating  the 
dcfigns  pf  the  French  court,  and  fo  completely  ruined  not 
only  the  preparations,  but  the  port  itfelf,  as  a  naval  arfe- 
nal,  fo  that  it  was  no  longer  in  a  ftate  to  annoy  Great 
Britain  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.'*' 

In  the  month  of  Augud  he  again  repaired  to  hisftation, 
but  no  farther  injury  to  the  enemy  remained  to  be  eflifted. 
On  the  24th  of  September  he  returned  into  port  to  vic- 
tual, and  fo  expeditious  wns  lie,  that  in  two  days  after- 
wards he  once  more  failed  for  Havre;  fo  that,  by  keeping 
the  enemy  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  alarm  and  anxiety,  he 

rendered 
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rendered  them  incapable  of  making  the  fmalleft  effort  to 
reftore  or  repair  thofe  (battered  remains  which  the  pfc- 
ceding  conflagration  had  left  undeftroyed.  He  continued 
occupied  precifely  in  the  fame  line  of  fervicc  during  the 
year  1760,  but  the  only  remarkable  occurrence  which 
took  place  was  the  deftruflion  of  fome  of  the  enemy's 
boats  in  the  month  of  July,  a  fervice  more  remarkable 
and  ufeful  from  the  confequcnces  it  produced  than  for 
what  immediately  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  encouiter 
itfelf.  I 

He  drove  five  flat- bottomed  boats  a(hore  that  were 
laden  with  cannon  and  fhot,  and  totally  deftroyed 
them,  together  with  a  fort,  under  which  they  ran  for  pro- 
tedion,  at  Port  Baflin ;  at  the  fame  time  ten  others  which 
were  in  company,  efcaped,  with  thcgreateft  diflficultyy^  up 
the  river  Orne,  leading  to  Caen.  .  The  enemy  had  failed 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  with  the  greateft  confidelicey 
from  Harflcur,  ha;i^ing  their  colours  flying,  and  making  all 
the  extravagant  parade  frequently  attendant  on  pirefum(ttive 
fcicurity.   The' hills  on  each  fide  of  the  river^  and  the  Walls 

*  of  Havre  de  Grace,  were  covered  with  fpe^ators,  jwrho 
were  aftoniflied  that  the  Englifli  fquadroo  made  no 
motion  whatever.  The  ^admiral  knew  it  would  be  to 
no  purpofe  to  attempt  any  thing'  till  the  veifels  hai 
paffed  the  river  Orne,  as,  till  then,  thev  had  it  in  their 
ipower  to  take'  fhelttr  in  feveral  fmaiL  ports:  how- 
ever he  kept  his  eye  conftantly  on  them,  and  had  given 
directions  to  his  fquadron  to  be  ready  the  moment  he  made 
the  fignal  to  chacc.  When  the  enemy  got  the  length  of 
Caen  river  they  kept  flanding  backward  and  forward  upon 
the  (hoals,  and  thd admiral  plainly  perceived  they  intended 
to  pufli  for  it  after  dark ;  upon  which  he  gave diredions  to 
jhis  fmall  vcfTels,'  the  moment  the  day  clofed,  totnake  all  the 

"^  fail  poflible  for  the  month  of  the  river  Orne,  to  cut  Off*  the 
enemy's  retreat,  and  with  his  other  (hips  made  theutmoft 
difpatch,  without  fignal,  for  the  fteep  coift  of  Port  Baflin. 
This  had  the  defircd  effeft ;  the  enemy  Were  met  by  two 
of  his  fquadron,  difguifed  like  Dutchmen,  who  turned 
them,  off  Point  Percee :  when  perceiving  their  retreat 
cut  off,  they  ran  afhore  and  met  the  fate  juft  defcribed. 
They  were  remarkable  fine  veflels  upwards  of  one  hundred 
feet  long,  And  capable  of  containing  from  three  to  five  hun- 
dred meti  for  a  night's  run.  This  fuccefs  had  the  defired 
.  Vol.  V.     -  O  .  eflfea. 
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effe^,  the  enemy  having  unloaded  one  hundred  other  boMs 
that  were  ready  to  fail, and  fent  them  all  up  again  to  Rouen. 

He  continued  on  the  fame  flation  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  and  for  a  confiderabie  part  of  the  cnfuing,  dif- 
playing  much  diligence  and  obtaining  many  advantages, 
v^hich,  though  of  a  trivial  nature,  were  all  ivhichr  the 
caution  of  the  enemy  would  permit  him  to  obtain.  In 
the  new  parliament  convened  in  1761,  he  was  elected 
member  for  Penryhn,  in  Cornwall,  and  in  the  following 
autumn  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the  expe- 
dition then  fitting  out  for  the  reduQion  of  the  French 
iiland  of  Tvlaftinico.  He  failed  from  Spithead,  on  the 
1 8th  of  Oftober,  in  the  Marlborough,  with  the  Modefte, 
Vanguard,  Nottingham  and  Syren  ;  the  Grenada,  Thun- 
der and  6afili(k  bomb-ketches,  with  the  Fly  floop  of  war. 
He  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  November  at  Barbadoes, 
where  he  was  joined  by  commodore  Barton  and  a  convoy 
from  Belleiflc,  with  a  part  of  the  army  that  had  been  jult 
before  employed  in  the  conqueft  of  that  ifland ;  as  he  was 
foon  afterwards  by  a  fecond  corps  from  North  America, 
under  the  command  of  general  Monckton.  All  the  troops^ 
and  (hips  detained  for  this  expedition,  being  colleded, 
the  rear-admiral  proceeded  to  Martinico,  ofF  which  ifland 
he  arrived  on  the  7th  of  January. 

The  neighbouring  batteries  of  the  enemy,  which  de- 
fended the  coaft  in  St.  Anne*s  bay,  being  filenced,  the 
troops  were  landed,  without  farther  oppofition,  on  the  idth^ 
at  Cas  Navire.  Such  vigoious  meafures  were  purfued 
that  the  citadel  of  Fort  Royai  fur  rendered  on  the  4th  of 
February;  and  the  Pigeon  Iiland,  which  formed  the  prin* 
cipal  defence  of  the  harbour,  in  three  days  afterwards. 
Thefe  fucxcflcs  were  preliminary  not  only  to  the  furrender 
of  the  whole  colony,  which  capitulated  op  the  i3thoTthe 
fame  month,  but  to  that  of  the  i Hands  iM  Grenad^c,  St. 
Vincent's,  St.  Lucia,  .ir.J,  in  ;hori,  all  the  French  pof- 
fcAions  in  the  Well  Indict,  which  paired  xirdcr  the  Do- 
minion  of  Cti cat  Pritjin  immcoiatel;.  aiur.^arJs. 

Towanis  the  conchitu^n  oi'  rhc  *  \v2r  Mr.  Rcdney  was 
advanced  to  he  vicc*adn^i<J»i  1 1  the  bh;c,  ard  was  railed  to 
the  dignity  ol'  a  baronet  of  G:i..t  B:x:a:n,  by  Utters  patent 
bearing  due  January  21,  170^.  In  the  month  of  No- 
^ftflip  ^— ~"^  .     ■     -  _  ■        -  ,   - 

^•^  taaiafoaoWr. 

vembet 
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Vcmbcr*  1765,  he  was  appointed  raafter  of  Greenwich- 
hofpital.  I  n  the  month  of  November  1 767,  he  was  one  of 
the  vice-admirals  who  fupported  the  canopy  it  the  funeral 
of  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York.  In  the  year 
1768,  on  the  dilfolution  of  the  parliament,  he  offered 
himfelf  as  a  candidate  for  the  town  of  Northampton. 
His  cledion  for  that  place  he  carried  againft  Mr. 
Howe  by  a  poll  of  61 1  to  538,  after  a  ftrong  and  very  ex- 

Eenfive  conteft,  by  which  he  very  confiderably  impaired 
is  fortune.  In  tne  month  of  Oftober  1770,  he  was  pro- 
greflively  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white  and 
red  fquadrons ;  and,  in  the  month  of  Augufl  I77l>  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  very  earlv  part  of 
this  year  he  refigned  the  mafterfliip  of  Greenwich-nofpltal, 
and  was  immediately  afterwards  appointed  commander-* 
in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  (lation,  whither  ht  repaired^ 
having  his  flag  on  board  the  Princefs  Amelia,  of  eighty 
^ns.  The  appointment  of  this  fliip  to  that  fervice  was 
intended  as  a  particular  and  pointed  compliment,  it  being 
extremely  unufual  to  fend  a  three-decked  (hip  on  that 
(lation,  except  in  time  of  a£tual  war.  It  is  faid  the  com- 
mand in  India  was  offered  to  him,  which  he  declined,  en* 
tert^ning  hopes  of  being  appointed  governor  6f  Jamaica 
in  cafe  of  the  death  of  fir  William  T relawney,  who  then 
held  that  poft^  and  was  faid  to  be  in  an  ill  (late  of 
health. 

In  this  hope  (ir  George  was  difappointed,  and  on  his 
return  to  England  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  allotted 
for  the  continuance  of  his  command,  retired  to  Franco^ 
where  he  lived  fome  years  in  obfcurity,  and,  as  it  is  .con- 
fidently afferted,  in  rather  diftrefled  circumftances.  On 
January  29,  I778,  he  was  advanced,  being  then  abfent  in 
France,  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  The  war  breaking 
out  foon  after  this  time,  fir  George  was  enabled,  by  tli» 
liberal  loan  of  a  French  nobleman,  which  he  afterwards 
very  honourably  repaid,  to  revifit  his  native  country  and 
follicit  a  command!*  He  did  not,  however,  receive  any 
appointment  till  the  end  of  the  year  177Q1  when  he  was 
nominated  commander-in-chief  on  the  Leeward  IHand 
Itation ;   he  accordingly  hoilled  his  Hag  at  Portfmouth, 


*  Erroneoufly  U^tcd,  by  Collins,  December  the  3d. 
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on  board  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  ra/e.  Intelligcntc  was 
about  that  time  received  by  the  admiralty-board,  tliat  the 
Spaniards  had  a  force  of  ivvclre  or  thirteen  fhips  ofFCapc 
St.  Vincent,  having  procured  information  that  fir  George 
was  under  orders,  in  Lis  way  to  the  Leeward  Iilands,  to 
protc6l  a  convoy  into  Gibraltar  for  the  relief  of  that 
garrifon,  then  heavily  threatened  with  a  fief^e,  which  (bon 
•  afterwards  in  reality  commenced.  The  force  intended  to 
prcxreed  w  ith  him  to  his  ultimate  dtftination  was  to  coniift, 
cxclufivc  or  the  flag-(hrp,  only  of  three  third  rates  of  74 
guns  each,  namely,  the  Ajax,  Terrible  and  Montague ;  and 
the  treacheroub  intelligence  afforded  to  the  Spaniards  of 
this  circumllance  recoiling;  on  t hem felves, proved  their  own 
dcflruAion ;  the  forre  under  ihc  rear-admirals  Digby  and 
Rofs,  confilling  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  ihips  of  the  line,  wa» 
ordered  to  proceed  through  to  Gibraltar,  indead  of  quit- 
ting fir  George  off  Cape  iMnifterre  as  firft  intended  ^ 
the  event  is  too  receiu  to  haVc  been  forgotten. 

Previous,  however,  to  this  happy  and  glorious  circum- 
flance,  fir  George,  who  may  certainly  be  ranked  among  the 
moft  fortimate  men  that  ever  appeared  in  the  naval  fisrvice, 
fell  in,  on  the  8th  of  January,  about  fourfcorc  leagties  to 
the  N.  E.  of  Cape  Finifterrc,  with  a  Spanifh  convoy  from 
St.  Scbaftian's,  bound  for  Cadiz  under  proteftion  of  the 
Guipufcoana,  of  fixiy-fvur  guns,  four  frigates  and  two- 
corvettes,  iK'longing  to  thj  royal  company  of  the  Carac- 
cas.  The  merchant  ftiips  amounted  to  fixteen  fail,  laden 
principally  with  flour,  provifions  and  naval  ftores;  thefe, 
together  with  the  ihips  of  war,  were  all  captured,  without 
the  fmarell  difficulty  or  rcfiflancc,  which,  indeed,  would 
have  been  fiultlcfs  and  extravagant  in  the  extreme,  confi- 
dcring  the  very  formidable  force  which  furrounded  them. 
Purfuing  his  coiirfe  towards  Gibraltar,  fir  George,  On  the 
l6th  of  the  fame  monih,  WW  in  with  Don  Langara's  fqua- 
dron,  on  their  ilation  oH'Cape  St.  Vincent,  the  particulars 
of  which  encounter  w  ill,  perhaps,  be  beft  given  in  his  own 
words. 

*'  At  OIK",  p.  M.  the  Cape  then  bearing  north  four 
hn/air*:,  ihc  Hc'dford  mad*-  the  Ijgual  for  feeing  a  fleet  in 
th(  S.  V  (HKirici  ;  I  linnKdiniely  made  a  fignal  for  the  line 
ol  hiiitlc  ;ibf«  J II  uiid  hort  dowiytipon  them  ;  but  before  that 
ctiuld  bf  well  tifcdled,  I  piiceivcd  the  enemy  wercendea- 
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vouring  to  form  a  line  of  battle  ahead  upon  the  (larboard 
tack  ;  and  as  the  day  was  far  advanced,  being  unwilling  to 
delay  the  adlion,  at  two  P.  M.  I  hawled  down  the  fighal 
for  the  line  of  battle  abrcall,  and  made  that  for  a  general 
chacc;  the  fhips  to  engage  as  they  came  up  by  rotation, 
,and  to  take  the  Ice-gage  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
retreat  into  their  own  ports. 

**  At  four,  P.  M.  perceiving  the  headmoft  (hips  very 
near  tie  enemy,  I  made  the  general  fignal  to  engage  and 
clofe.     In  a  few  minutes  the  four  headmo(t  lliips  began  ' 
the  a<3ion,  which  was  returned  with  great  bri(kricfs  by  the 
enemy. ,  At  forty  minutes  part  fotir  one  of  the  enemy's 
line  of  battle-fhips  blew  up  with  a  dreadful  explofion,  and 
every  perfon  periihcd.     At  fix,  P.  M.  one  or  the  Spanifh  ' . 
(hips  (truck.     The  aftion  and  purfuit  continued  with  a 
conftant  fire  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning;  at  which 
time  the  Monarca,  the  headmoft  of  all  the  enemy's  (hips, 
having  ftruck  tfo  the  Sandwich,  after  receiving  one  broad- 
dele,  and  all  firing  having  ceafed,  I  made  the  (ignal  to' 
bring- to*.** 

On- 


Nik* 


f 

*  Thr  fruits  of  this  vi£lory  were,  the  PhccDix,  of  eighty  gutis,  the 
flag-fhip  of  admifal  Juan  de.  LangaraT;  the  Monarca,  Fnnccfla  and 
Diiigcnte,  of  feventy  gyns  each,  captured;  and  the  St.  Domingo,  of 
the  fame  force,  blown  up  in  the  a£Uon.  The  St.  JuJicn  an4  St.  £uge« 
iiio,  of  feventy  guns,  alfo  furrendered ;  an  ofiker,  with  fomc  men,  were 
put  on  board  one  of  (hem  ;  but  thefe  (hips  were  afterwards  driven  on  I'hor^ 
by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and  the  latter,  if  not  both,  totally  loft. 

On  the  89th  of  February  (he  thanks  of  the  houfe  of  commons  were 
unanimoufly  voted,  to  (ir  George  Rodney  for  this  great  and  irapor(tnt 
fervict;  and  the  fame  teftimony  uf  gratitude  wjia,  on  the  next  day^ 
offered  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  alfo.  .  On  tlpe  6th  oJF  March,  the.frrc!- 
dom  of  ibe  city  of  London  was  voted  in  common  cour\cil,  (o  be  pre- 
fented  to  him,  in  a  gold  box  of  an  hundred  guineas  v^Io^:  a  fimilair 
coihpliment  of  the  freedorii  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  hiving  been  pr<^ 
vioufly  paid  (o  him.  1 

•  Sir  Grcorge  had  now  acquired  the  very  xenith  of  popularity ;  the 
praifes  univcrfally  lavifbed  on  bim  aqiounted  almoft  tp  idolatry.  At 
(he  general  ele6hon  which  toolc  place  in  the  month  of  Septcniber  in 
the  current  year,  he  was,  though  abfent,  ele^cd  member  for  tlie  uiy 
of  WeftminAcr  without  his  folHcitation,  and  merely  op  the  ground  of 
that  high  eftima(ion  in  whicH  he  was  then  held,  pirti^larly  by  \)iat 
^hicb  called  itfelf  tbe.'patrioAc  party.  How  (IraQgely  and  xa'pidly  be 
quicUy  afterwards  fell  in  their  cfteem,  will  be  prcftntly  ibewn. .    * 

/  ,  .03  '  On 
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On  the  1 8th  the  fleet  and  convoy  entered  the  giit,  but 
thp  violence  of  the  wind,  added  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
current,  prevented  the  Sandwich,  and  many  other  fhips, 
frpm  getting  to  an  anchor  in  Gibraltar  Bay  till  the  27th. 
-The  relief  of  that  fortrefs,  which  wa§,  as  we  have  already 
. fitted,  the  firfl  objeft  of  this  expedition,  being  hap- 
pily, and,  indeed,  eafily  accomplilhed,  fir  George  quitted 
the  bay  on  the  13th  of  February,  and  parted  company 
4ivc  days  afterwards  with  the  rear-admirals  Digby  and 
Koft.  He  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  without  meeting 
with  the  fmalleft  finifter  accident,  in  the  month  of  March, 
apd  immediately  took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the 
arnriamcnt  on  that  ftation.  amounting,  after  the  junction 
above-mentioned,  to  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  bt fides  fri- 
gates. As  foon  as  he  had  refrefhed  the  crews  ot  his  (hips, 
and  made  fome  neceifary  arrangements,  lir  George 
repaired  to  St.  Lucia,  where  he  arrived  on  the  27th  of 
'  March,  and  found  that  the  enemy,  who  had  for.  fome  days 
previous  to  his  arrival  made  a  ridiculous  parade  off  St. 
}«ucia,  with  a  fleet  confiding  of  twenty- five  fhips  of  the 
line,  had  thought  proper,  on  the  news  of  hi$  approach,  to 
jetire  into  Fort  Royal  Bay  a  few  hours  only  before  hq 
reached  Gros  Iflet.  As  foon  as  his  fleet  could  be  put  in  a  pro- 
per condition  for  immediate  fervice,  which  was  eflFedted  by 
the  2d  of  April,  he  proceeded  off  Fort  Royal,  where  for 
two  days  he  continued  offering  the  enemy  battle,  who  did 
|iot  think  proper  to  accept  fo  fair  and  open  a  challenge : 
he  therefore  left  a  fquadron  of  his  beft-failjng  copper- 
iheathed  (hips  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and 
with  the  remainder  returned  to  Gros  Iflet  Bay,  where 
he  lay  at  (ingle  anchor,  holding  himfelf  in  conftant  readi- 
liefs  to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the  firft  notice  he  ihould  re- 
ceive of  their  having  put  to  fea. 

In  this  fituation  affairs  continued  till  the  15th,  when 
the  enemy  (tipped  out,  with  their  whole  force,  in  the 

Qn  iBe  Ulb  of  November  his  majcflj,  as  a  very  diftiugulfbed  maik 
of  bis  royal  favcui-,  tlioagh  there  was  at  thai  time  no  vacant  ftvll  be- 
loDgpog  10  the  order  of  ibc  Bath^  nomioaicd  fir  Qcorge  a  fupcrnii- 
jteiarjf  koi^t  eompaoion  thereof,  a  very  convincing  proof  ibat'hc  at 
ml  tamt  KM  a  place  cqoally  high  ia  the  opioioas  aod  cflimatioo  of 

middle 


NAVAL  OPFIC^ilS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         215 

middle  of  the  night.  Thjs  being  made  known  to  (irGeorgey 
by  his  fquadron  of  obfervation,  he  immediately  followed; 
and,  after  looking  into  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and  the  road  of 
St.  Pierre,  got  fight  of  them  on  the  i6th,  about  eight 
leagues  to  Inward  of  the  Pearl  Rock.  By  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening  he  had  neared  the  enemy  futficiently  to  difi 
cover  that  their  force  confifted  of  twenty-three  (hips  of 
the  line,  one  of  fifty  guns,  three  frigates,  a  lugger  and  a 
cutter,  a  force  evidently  fuperior  to  his  own,  which. 
amounted  to  no  more  than  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  and  one 
of  fifty  guns,  fome  of  which  were  in  a  very  crazy  inefFeflive 
condition.  The  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy  manifcfted  an 
evident  inclination  to  avoid  an  adion,  and  it  needed  every 
poflible  exertion,  on  the  part  of  the  BritiQi  admiral,  to  pre- 
vent their  effecting  that  purpofe,  which  implicated  with  it 
their  efcape.  It  was  the  intention  of  fir  George,  as  he  hi  mfelf 
declares  in  his  difpatches,  to  have  attacked  only  the  rear. 
of  the  enemy's  line  with  his  whole  force,  and  thereby 
compelled  them  to  abandon  the  Ihips,  with  which  he 
clofed,  to  his  mercy,  or  engage  him  upon  his  own  terms. 
Some  of  the  officers  under  his  orders  are  faid  to  have 
mifunderdood  his  fignals,  and  by  that  means  to  have 
brought  on  a  more  general  encounter,  (hip  to  fhip,  than  the 
commander-in-chief  intended.  It  is  neither  our  bufinef^ 
nor  inclination  to  do  more  on  the  prefent  occafion  than 
to  ftate  the  mere  matter  of  fafl,  without  pretending  to 
enter  into  any,  even  the  fmalleft  difcuflion  of^the  matter,  or 
prefuming  to  hazard  the  (hadow  of  an  opinion.  -  We 
fhall  therefore  content  ourfelves  with  ftating,  in  the  prc- 
cife  words  of  fir  George,  that,  "  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
battle,  the  enemy  might  be  faid  to  be  completely  beat." 
But  fuch  was  the  diltance  of  the  van  and  rear  from  the 
centre,  and  the  crippled  condition  of  feveral^ips,  parti- 
cularly the  Sandwich,  which  for  twenty-fodNiours  was, 
with  difficulty,  kept  above  water,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  purfue  them  that  night  without  the  greateft  diladvan'* 
tage :  every  endeavour  however  was  ufed  to  put  the  fleet 
in  order,  and  on  the  29th  he  again  got  fight  of  the  enemy. 
He  purfued  them  for  three  fuccellive  days  but  without 
effect,  they  ufing  every  endeavour  poflible  %  avoid  a 
fecond  a£lion,  and  attempting  to  pu()i  for  tS^inique. 

O4  The 
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The  Britifh  fleet  cut  them  off;  and,  to  avoiJ  a  fccond  en- 
counter, they  took  fhelttrr  under  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe. 
The  condition  of  many  of  the  (hips,  and  the  lee  cur- 
rents, compelled  the  Brkiih  admiral  to  anchor  in  Choque 
Bay,  St.  Lucia,  in  order  to  refit,  as  well  as  to  land  his  (ick 
and  wounded  men.  He  firft,  however,  took  the  precaution 
of  difpatching  frigates  to  windward  and  leeward  of  every 
ifland,  that  he  might  have  the  earliell  notice  of  the  ene-» 
my's  approach  towards  Martinique,  which  was  the  only 
place  in  thofe  feas  where  they  cuuld  be  properlv  refitted* 
On  the  6th  of  May  intelligence  was  received  of  their  ap- 
proach, and  fir  George  put  to  fea  in  nearly  the  fame  force 
as  before.  On  the  loth  he  again  got  fight  of  the  enemy,  ^ 
who  perfevered  in  their  dilinclination  to  hazard  a  conteit. 
The  French  (hips  had  a  very  evident  fuperiority  in 
point  of  failing,  and  this  advantage  encouraged  them  fre- 
quently to  approach  very  near  the  Britifli  fleet  with 
much  feeniing  refoiution ;  but  as  foon  as  they  came 
"wrthin  little  more  than  random  fliot  they  always  brought 
to  the  wind,  and  retreated.  A  lucky  change  of  the  wind, 
on  the  15th,  would  have  enabled  the  Britifh  admiral  to 
weather,  and  force  them  to  an  allien,  had  it  not  unfortu- 
nately, when  he  had  nearly  got  up  with  the  enemy,  again 
changed  fix  points,  and  once  more  reinflated  them  in 
their  original  advantageous  pofition  to  windward. 
•  A  partial  a£lion,  however,  took  place  between  the 
rear  of  the  French  and  the  van  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  which 
was  produiSivc  of  nothing  dccifivc.  A  fecond  flvirmilli 
of  the  Yame  k'md,  and  broughi  on^  nearly  by  the  fame 
means,  again  happfened  on  the  19th;  and  the  condition 
of  many  of  the  fliips  not  permitting  fir  (Jeorge  to  perfc- 
vere  any  longer  in  an  hopclefs  purfuit,  which  had  already 
drawn  hini^orty  leagues  to  windward  of  Martinico,  he 
fent  three  of  his  mofl  difabltd  (hips  to  St.  Lucia,  and  with 
the  remiHnder  put  into  Carliflc  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes.  on  the  22d. 

Here  he  made  every  polliblc  expedition  in  refitting,  re- 
yifiualling  and  watering  liis  fleet.  He  was  the  more  in- 
duced to^is  by  intelligence  he  had  received  from  captain 
Mann,  ot  the  Cerberus,  of  the  approach  of  a  Spanifh 
fijitadron,  confiding  "of  twelve  (hips  of  the  line,  whuh 
failed  from  Cadiz  on  the' 28th  of  April,  and  which  he 

2  eonfe- 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         217 

cdnfeqiicntly  hoped  to  intercept  and  capture,  or  deftrc^, 
bc^fore  the  French  fhips,'  which  had  put  into  Martinico  in 
a  very  (hattered  condition,  (lioiild  be  again  fit  for  fea.     In 
this  hope  he  was  unfortunately  difappointed,  for  the  Spa-*^ 
nilh  admiral  altered  his  original  rendezvous,  which  was 
known  to    fir  George,  and  proceeded  no  farther  than 
Guadaloupe,  from  wnence  he  detached  a  frigate  to  Mar- 
tinico, deiiring  monfieur  de  Guichen  would  put  to  fea  and  • 
join  him,  as  he  accordingly  did  with  eighteen  (hips  of  the  • 
line. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  combined  fquadrons  compelled  . 
the  Britifti  admirfl  to  continue  inadive,  and  merely  on  the  . 
defenfive,  till  fome  reinforcements,  daily  expelled  from'i 
England,  fhould  reach  him.     Thefcwerc  fo late intheir • 
arrival,  that  the  approach  of  that  feafon,  when  hurricanes- 
are  generally  exported,  made  it  neceffary  for  the  fliips  to 
fcparate,  as  well  foir  their  own  fafety  as  in  order  to  carry 
into  execution  a  variety  of  fervices  which  were  ipdiU 
penfibly  necelTary  to  be  provided  for.     Sir  George  hav- 
ing' made    up   his    different   detachments    repaired   to 
America,  with  eleven  (hips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates. 
No  occurrence,  in  the  fmalleft  degree  interefting,  took 
place  during  the  time  he  continued  on  the  American* 
flat  ion,  from  whence  he  returned  to  the  Weft  Indies  as 
foon  as  the  dangerous  feafon,  juft  alluded  to,  was  over. 
It  was,  as  may  be  well  remembered,  attended  this  year' 
with  circumftances  of  unufual  horror,  which  w6re  re- 
ported to  the  admiral,  and  general  Vaughan,  the  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  land  forces,  to  have  been  particularLjf 
dcllrudlive  to  the  fortifications  crefled  by  the  enemy,  on 
the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent's,  which  they  had  made^hemfelves 
mailers  of  on  the  firft  commencement  of  hoftilities  with 
Great  Britain.  The  probability  of  recovering,oneafytermSj 
fo  valuable  a  pofTenton,  induced  the  joint  commanders  to 
undertake  an  expedition  againft  it,  on  which  fervice  they 
failed  from  Gros  Iflet  Bay  on  December  14.     On  their  ar« 
rival  off  the  ifland,  on  the  following  day,  they  found  tho 
diftrefs,  to  which  the  enemy  was  reported  as  reduced^ 
together  with  the  fuppofed  ruinous  ftate  of  their  worksp 
was  extremely  mifreprefented  and  exaggerated :  the  troops^ 
which  were  not  very  numerous,  were,  however,  landed  ; 
h\ii  the  impr^ftability  of  the  enemy's  pofition  to  fo  ina- 
dequate 
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dcqiiate  a  force  being  fiiHy  difcovered,  the  men  were 
iinm'.dlatdy  taken  ofF  withoift  the  fnialled  moleOation ; 
fo  that  though  fnccefs  was  wanting,  that  want  was  not 
attended  with  the  rtnallell  lofs,  or  fiiperaddcd  misfortune. 

A  reinforcement,  confiflrtig  of  feven  fliips  of  the  line, 
arrived  from  England,  early  in  the  year,  under  the  com- 
mand of  rcar-admira!  Hotwi  ;  and' intelligence  of  the 
ruptnre,  which  had  taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  GenernJ,  <]iiick]y  followed  it.  This  was  ac- 
companied by  inftruftions  for  the  immediate  attack  of  the 
different  Dutch  polTeiiions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  parti- 
cularly the  iHand  of  St.  Euftatia,  which  ffiid  long  become 
the  grand  depot  of  naval  and  military  ftorcs.  From  hence 
ihe  wants  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  were  abundantly 
fupplied,  in  defiance  of  all  treaties,  and  violation  of  every 
thmg  like  natiojial  faith.  The  orders  and  information 
jtkft  alluded  to  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  in  the  Childers,  on  tho 
17th  of  January.  On  the  3d  of  February  the  fleet,  with 
a  fuflicicnt  detachment  of  foldicrs  on  board,  to  feciirc 
conqueft,  appeared  before  the  iiland.  Refinance  was  hot 
even  attempted,  and  the  rock  (for  St-  Euftatia  is  really  no 
more)  together  with  the  whole  property  it  contained,  to 
the  amount,  as  it  was  faid,  of  nearly  three  millions  (lerllng, 
fell  under  ihe  dominion  of  Great  Britain.  ' 

All  the  eftefls  found  were  immediately  put,  by  the  com- 
manders-in-chief, fir  George  and  general  Vaiighan,  in  a 
fhite  of  eontifcation,  as  a  punilhmcnt  for  the  condudl  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  had,  in  conjuni>ion  with  the  Dutch  Weft 
India  company,  and  the  merchants  of  Amlterdam,  been,  as 
we  have  before  ftaled,  in  aconflant  habit,  during  the  whole 
preceding  part  of  the  war,  of  fupplying  the  united  oppo- 
nents of  Britain — the  Americans,  the  French,  and  the 
Spaniards,  with  naval  and  warlike  Itores.  With  this 
perfidious  allidance,  fo  contrary  to  the  good  faith  of  a 
neutral  power,  they  were  enabled  to  fudain  an  offcnfivc 
war,  which  they  muft  ntherwife  have  been  compelled 
totally  to  abandon,  and  have  been  crtntent  with  aiSing  on 
the  defunfive  only,  perhaps  not  very  fiiccefsfully.  Sir 
George  in  his  difpatcties  makes  ufc  of  the  foltowine  very 
flrong  exprctTions  rclatiTe  to  the  foregoins  tranOiaions. 
"  I  mort  finctrcly  congratuUie  their  icidlhip'i  on  the 
revere  blow  tbeuUfiki^Raft  India  company,  and  ih« 
^^^  pctfidi- 
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perfidious  merchants  of  Amfterdatn  have  fuflained  by  the 
capture  of  this  iQand."  Generally  fjpeakingy  his  cpn* 
Aire,  and  perhaps  the  vory  vigorous  meafures  he  took, 
lA'ere  by  no  means  improper t.  Neverthelcfs,  as  in  all 
icafcs  of  a  fimiiar  nature  to  the  prefent^  perfons  lefs  cri* 
minal  mud  be  involved  in  an  equal  diflrefs  with  culprits  of 
the  word  and  mod  infamous  defcription,  fo  m  this 
indance  did  thofc  wh<5  boafted  themfelves  of  the  former 
iclafs,  excite  fo  tremendous  a  clamouri  that  Britain,  almoft 
ivith  an  appearance  of  turnirig  traitor  to  itfelf,  appeared, 
with  an  unanimity  conformable  only  to  the  drideu  patrio* 
tifm^  acquiefcing  in  the  complaints  of  thofe  who  iScAcd 
popularity,, eminence,  and  the  vain  honour  of  becoming 
public  chara£lers,  and  joined  the  fraufe  of  the  guilty^  by 

comiemning,  unheard,  the  meafures  oftheBritidi  comman- 
ders. 

The  fubfequcnt  events  of  the  naval  campaign  in  this 
part  of  the  world  contributed,  perhaps  in  no  imall  degree, 
to  drengthen  and  give  fpirit  to  this  ccnfure.  Sir  George, 
with  two  or  three  (hips  only,  remained  at  St.  £udati^p  as 
was  farcadically,  and,  perhaps,  untruly  remarked,  merely 
to  fuperintend  the  fale  of  his  prizes.  But  this  calumny 
he  afterwards  very  fairly  refuted,  on  his  return  to  England 
at  the  clofc  of  the  year,  by  explaining  in  his  place,  as  a 
member  of  the  pritilb  parliament,   the  fprings  which 

a£luated 

*  The  private  and  patriotic  opinion  of  (ir  George  and  his  colleasoe, 
are  well  explained  by  ^  fen^en^e  in  a  fubfequcnt  difpatch,  datedSu 
^uftatia,  March  17th. 

**  Give  me  leave  fq  coneratulate  your  lordfliip  on  the  acauifition  of 
^he  two  Dutch  colonies  of  j[)emarary  and  Kfrcjuibo,  upon  the  Spanifh 
Main;  and  aItho«Jgh  more  colonics  have  furrcnderea  upon  the  fup« 
pofed  terms  granted  to  St.  Euflatia,  yet  general  Vaugban  and  royfelf 
thought  they  ought  to  be  put  quite  on  a  different  tooting,  and  not 
treated  as  an  ifland  whofe  inhabitants,  though  belonging  to  a  Hate  who, 
by  public  treaty,  was  bound  to  affift  Great  Britain  againft  her  avowed 
enemies,  had,  ncverthelefs,  openly  affiOed  her  public  enemy,  and  the 
rebels  to  her  Aate,  with  every  necefHiry  implement  of  war,  and  provi- 
lions,  perfidioufly  breaking  thofe  treaties  they  had  fwom  to  maintain.'* 

N.  B.  With  the  ifland  of  St.  Euflatiawere  captured  one  hundred 
and  fifty  merchant-fhips  richly  laden,  one  frigate  of  thirty-eight  guns, 
and  five  other  fliips  and  veflcls  of  war  of  inferior  CQnfequencc,  carry- 
ing  from  fourteen  to  twenty-Gx  guns.  To  render  the  fuccefs  com« 
plete,  a  convoy,  which  bad  failed  for  Europe  tinder  protedion  of  the 
Mars,  a  iixty  tour  guu  fhip,  about  ihirty-fix  boura  before  the  arrival 

of 
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aftualcd  his  cendufl.  Having  received  advice  from  Eng- 
land that  a  French  fqtiadron  of  conlidi:r3ble  force  had 
failed  from  France,  for  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the 
orden  of  ihe  count  De  Graffe,  he  detached  rear-admirals 
Hood  and  Drake,  with  eighteen  (hips  of  the  line,  to  in- 
tcjcept  him.  The  intelligence  conveyed  to  him  from 
Enrope  unfortunately  was  erroneous,  for  the  force  of  the 
enemy  proved  to  be  far  fuperior  to  the  Britiih  Hect  fent  to 
oppolc  them,  as  it  confifted  of  twenty-one  fliips  of  the  line 
in  the  hell  condition.  The  event  was  negatively  unfor- 
tunate, as  the  French  admiral,  by  fuftaining  a  diilant  and 
dffenfive  a£tioti,  was  cnab!ed  to  make  good  his  paifage 
into  Port  Royal,  Sir  George  inftanlly,  on  receiving  in- 
telligence of  the  enemy  having  parried  his  .ittack,  put  to 
fea  with  his  two  remaining  Ihips,  the  Sandwich  and 
Triumph,  fending  orders  to  the  Panther  lojoin  him  at 
Tea,  which  when  cfflfled,  he  pniceeiled  oft  Port  Royal 
with  his  fquadron,  to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy  with  a 
force  of  twenty -one  fhips  of  ihc  line. 

The  count,  nolwithftandinghcout-numberedfir  George, 
by  foveral  Ihips,  ufed  every  poflibic  manceuvrc  to  avoid  an 
aaion,  and  by  a  feint  attacked  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  it) 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Mayi  After  a  failure  in 
•that  attempt,  which  was  reprcftnted  by  ihc  court  of  \'cr- 
faiUes  as  by  no  means  intended  in  a  fcrious  light,  the 
enemy,  after  a  defultory  previous  aflault,  fell,  with  their 
whole  foice,  on  the  illand  of  Tobago,  which  furrendetcd 
to  them,  without  much  refinance,  on  the  2d  of  June.  Sir 
George,  with  a  fleet  fnfcrior  in  number  by  three  fliips, 
Hurfued  them  on  the  firft  notice  of  their  attack.  Their 
fiiccefti,  as  jull  related,  had  already  takeli  place;  and, 
notwiihflanding  their  fupcriority  in  numbers,  the  enemy 
continued  to  manifcA  every  difpofition,  every  intention  of 
.  avoiding  an  a3ion.  Sir  George  confidering  the  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  French  admiral  as  merely  intended  to 


juyiioiiiii  now  loin  uucic,  ana  <nc  wnoir  oi  inrm  c^piurta.  in  inc 
;^(ii^lli  of  My,  foot!  ihtr  inlHlie«n«  "f  'I"  fofCR^inJ!  fucccri  wai 
K«iV(d  in  EnnlnnJ,  hli  m»je(IV  wh  nllrafril  lo  fciile  an  annuity  of 
soooT.  ftr  iinuir  aa  fir  CgoMoJ. JBalMClMftif 8o<iier.  loool.  on 
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decoy  him  into  the  Channel  between  Grenada  and  the 
Spanifli  main,  where  the  Britifh.  fleet  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability^ been  driven  far  to  leeward  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  a£led  with  proper  caution  to  avoid  falling  Into  a 
fnare,  which  might  have  endangered  the  fafety  of  the 
other  colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  dill  appertaining 
to  Britain. 

The  enemy  on  their  part  perfevering  in  the  Knc  of  con- 
duA  they  had  before  difplayed  of  avoiding  all  cont^ft, 
where  fuccefs  was  in  the  unalleft  degree  doubtful,  the 
(hort  remainder  of  the  feaibn  pafled  on  without  afibnCng 
any  occurrence  worthy  our  remembrance.  When  the 
approach  of  the  hurricane  months,  and  the  dej^arturtf  of 
the  French  admiral  for  America,  made  it  again  neceflary  for 
the  Britifh  naval  force  to  proceed  thither,  (ir  George  /e* 
iigned  the  comn(iand  of  the  fleet  to  fir  Samuel  Hood,  and 
fhifting  his  flag  to  the  Gibraltar,  which  (hip  needed  fomc 
confiderable  repairs^  failed  f<^r  England,  where'  he 
arrived  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  though  in  a  very  indiffe^nt 
ftate  of  health,  for  the  recovery  of  which  he  had  returned. 
His  condu£l  during  the  preceding  unfuccefsful,  and  in 
fome  degree  difadrous  campaign,  l>ecame  the  immediate 
fubjefi  of  enquiry  in  the  houfe  of  commons;  but  he 
appears  to  have  very  honourably  acquitted  himfelf,  by 
completely  refuting  every  particular  of  the  charge. ad- 
duced aeamd  him  *-. 

^  Oa 

* 

*  AFter  a  fhore  preface  he  faid,  that  when  be  appeared  before  Sc. 
Eullatia  it  was  for  tbe  purpofe  of  cutting  off  fupplies  from  the 
cnemVj  and  with  the  fixed  refolution  not  to  grant  any  terms  to  tbe 
inhabitants.  Tbe  Dutch,  though  oomiDally  the  fiends  of  this 
country,  had,  duriiv  the  courfe  of  his  command  in  the  Weft  Indieii, 
been  tbe  friends  of  our  enemies.  To  pi\niOi  and  check  both,  no* 
thing  had  appeared  more  effe3ual  than  the  redudion  of  an  ifland>  tbe 
inhabitants  c  t  which  were  animated  with  a  rooted  averfion  to  ut,  and 
the  .rood  cordial  regard  for  our  enemies.  Among  thofe  inhabitants 
thet^  were  many,  who,  while  they  called  themlclvef  Englifbmen, 
were  not  afhamedto  difgrace  themfclvesand  their  cotmtry,  by  affifting 
her  enemies  with  the  means  to  wound  her;  fuch  people  delerved  no 
favour,  and  to  them  he  had  refolvcd  to  (hew  none,  out  when  he  fcixed 
all  the  property  on  the  iiland  it  was  not  for  bis  own  ufe,  at  the  time 
and  ever  fince  ne  thought  it  would  all  belong  to  the  king,  and  that  it 
was  hts  duty  to  fee  the  moft  made  of  it -to  carry  into  the  public  trea« 
fare ;  be  wifbed  not  for  a  fliilling  of  it :  he  bad  no  other  idea  at  that 

liiiiG 
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On  the  6th  of  November  he  was  advanced,  on  the  (teatfc 
6f  the  late  lord  Kawke,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  Great 

Britain^ 

time  Init  that  the  whole  belonged  of  right  to  hrs  coantry,  am)  there- 
fore in  all  he  had  done  for  the  prcferration  of  that  property,  it  waa 
for  his  country,  and  noi  for  hiinrelf7  that  he  had  been  a£ling.  The 
hmcMToSU  member*  charged  him  with  having  fuffcred  the  (lores,  pro- 
viGoofy  &c.  to  be  carried  into  the  enemy's  ports,  dire£!Iy  or  circoic- 
oufly,  through  the  neutral  iflands^butih  is  was  THE  very  reverse 
or  TRUTH,  for  he  had  given  Orders  that  none  of  the  florcs  or  pro- 
vifions  (hould  be  fold,  but  fent  to  his  majefly*s  yard  at  Antigua.  So 
firid  had  he  been  in  this  refped,  that  he  was  not  fatisficd  with  exa- 
ini^iqathe  clearance  of  every  (hip  that  went  out,  but  caufcdihcr  to  anchor 
under  his  ftern,  that  (he  might  be  examined  by  commifTioned  ofIicerS| 
and  if  (he  had  more  proviuons  on  board  than  were  neccflary  for  the 
voyage  they  were  always  taken  out.  So  much  for  the  manner  of  falc 
and  eonfifcation  of  property  belonging  to  people  who  had  fupplied 
the  Americans  with  every  article  neceUary  for  fitting  out  a  (hip,  they 
tiiemfelves  being  barely  able  to  build  the  hull  and  put  in  the  mafls. 
He  had  been  charged  with  remaining  ina8ive  for  three  months  at 
St.  Euflatia:  his  anfwer  was,  that  he  had  in  that  time  planned  two 
expeditions  which  he  was  juft  on  the  point  of  carrying  into  execution, 
the  one  againfi  Curacoa,  the  other  againft  Surinam,  when  be  received 
advice  from  the  commander  of  a  convoy,  bv  a  <)ui5:k  failing  veflel,  that 
he  had  feen  ten  or  twelve  French  fail  of  the  line,  with  about  feventy 
tranfports,  (leering  for  Martinique,  and  that  he  had  kept  them  in 
iight  for  two  days.  This  intelligence  made  him  renounce  his  defigns 
againd  the  Dutch  fettlemcnts,  and  hedifpatched  (ir  Samuel  Hood,  with 
niteen  (ail  o£  the  line,  to  cruifc  in  the  track  of  Martini^e.  Sir 
Stmael  Hood  was  as  good  an  officer,  if  not  a  better,  than  himfelf,  and 
,  therefore  there  was  no  crime  in  difpatching  him  on  that  fervice,  and  he 
thought  fifteen  (hips  were  quite  able  to  fight  ten  or  twelve.  Unfortu- 
nately the  intelligence  had  not  been  true  with  refpefl  to  the  real  number 
of  the  enemy ;  and  fir  Samuel  had  been  driven  fofar  to  leeward,  that  he 
could  not  prevent  the  (hips  in  Fort  Royal  from  getting  out  to  join 
De  Graife.  This,  however,  was  not  a  fault,  it  was  unavoidable.  Hit 
inftrudions  had  been  good.  He  had  ordered  the  ifland  to  be  blocked 
up,  and  that  frigates  (hould  be  flaiioned  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  fifty  leagues  from  the  fiiorc  in  the  track  of  the  enemy. 

As  to  the  (hips  he  had  detained  at  St.  Euflatia,  the  Sandwich  and 
the  Triumph,  were  at  the  time  in  fo  bid  a  conditiou  (hat  he  intended 
to  fend  ihcm  home  with  the  fiifi  convoy. 

As  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  affair  between  fir  Samuel  Hood  and  the 
comte  De  GrafTe,  he  joined  the  fleet  with  a  determined  refolution  to 
renew  the  a8ion,  if  the  enemy  would  give  him  a  fair  opportunity  of 
doinc;  it.  Wlicn  the  French  landed  at  St.  Locia  he  nndoublc^l] 
would  have  haJ  the  dc fired  opportunity  to  come 
gence  had  nut  been  conveyed  tA  '**' 
A  letter  bad  been  feot  !•  r 
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Britain,  and  lieutenant  of  the  navies  and  feas  thereof; 
and  was,  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  reappointed  to  the 


a  duplicate  of  it  fooo  followed:  the  firft  reached  its  addrefs,  the 
fccond  was  intercepted;  the  centents  were,  that  the  Englifh  were 
doubling  Guadaloupe,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  would  be  upon  the 
French  admiral  with  their  whole  force.  This  put  an  end  to,  what 
comte  Dc  Gralfe  called  his  feint  againft  St.  Lucia>  for  before  day-break 
he  embarked  the  troops,  and  failed  away. 

With  regard  to  Tobago,  as  foon  as  he  heard  it  had  been  attacked 
he  immediately  fent  rear  admiral  Drake  with  fix  fail  of  the  line  to 
relieve  it.     This  he  thought  a  fufiBcient  force,  as  he  uriderfiood  that 
the  defcent  had  been  covered  only  by  two  or  three  (hips  of  the  Ijne; 
the  Gx  he  fent  againft  them  were  the  heft  failcrs^  in  the  bed  condition 
of  any  in  his  fleet,  and  all  copper-bottomed.     When  he  found  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  fleet  was  at  fea  he  was  obliged  to  watch  their 
motions:  they  endeavoured  to  allure  him  to  leeward,  but  if  he  had 
attempted  to  follow  them  Barbadoes  would  have  fallen;  he  there* 
fore  was  obliged  to  keep  to  windward,  ftill  determined  to  fuccour  the 
ifland.     He  difpatched  to  Tobago  three  officers  in  three  diiferent  vejf* 
fcls;  two  of  them  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  third  got  to 
the  boufe  of  a  planter,  and  there,  to  his  great  furprize,  teamed  that 
the  ifland  had  lurrendered  two  days  before.    It  was  further  told  by  him 
that  10,000  men  could  not  retake  it :  at  thia  time  the  two  fleets  were 
in  fight  of  the  ifland.    As  to  the  charge  brought  by  the  governor  of 
Tobago,  all  he  would  add  to  what  he  had  already  (aid,  was,  that  the 
guns  he  had  fent  the  year  before,  for  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  had 
never  been  mounted.    As  to  the  difafler  in  America,  he  would  tell  the 
houfe  what  fleps  he  had  taken  to  prevent  ir.    He  had  fent  to  the  com* 
mander-in*chief  at  Jamaica,  ordering  him  to  detach  the  Prince  William 
and  Torbay  to  America  with  thegreatefl  difpatch ;  and  he  had  fent  alfo  to 
the  commander-in-chief  in  America,  defiring  he  would  collcfl  his  whole 
force  and  meet  him  with  it  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia;  requefling  him, 
that  if  he  could  not  meet  him  he  would  let  him  know  it  by  one  of  hit  ■ 
frigates-     No  anfwer,  however,  had  been  fent  to  him  or  to  fir  S.  Hood, 
for  he  himfelf  was  lo  ill  that  he  was  coming  home.     He  had  fenr 
twice  to  the  admiral  at  Jamaica,  and  three  tiroes  to  the  admiral  at  New 
York.    One  of  his  three  difpatches  mifcarried,  the  veflel  that  conveyed 
it  being  forced  on  fhore  by  fome  privateers :  and  from  that  circum* 
fiance  be  had  learned,  always  in  future,  to  keep  copies  of  every  dif* 
patch,  for  of  that  he  had  none.     If  the  admiral  in. America  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  fir  Samuel  Hood  near  the  Chefapeak,  the 
probability  was,  that  De  Graffe  would  have  been  defeated,  and  the 
furrcndcr  of  lord  Cornwallis  prevented. 

The  lafl  charge  was,  that  he  had  brought  home  the  Gibraltar.  The 
ht\  was,  fhe  was  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  be  had  not  been  without 
his  fears  he  fhould  not  have  been  able  to  have  got  her  home,  for 
by  fome  error  at  Plymouth,  before  fhe  went  out  lafl,  a  part  of  the 
iron  of  the  rudder  had  been  waflcd  from  t!ic  Cius  of  his  arm  to  that  of 
his  finger;  and  though  perhaps  the  fined  two  d^kcr  in  the  world,  it 
was  with  difficult)'  ihe  was  ptcTcrvcd. 

Weft 
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IVeft  India  cdminancl.  He  in  confequence  hoified  Iiis 
flag  on  board  the  Arrogant ;  from  which  fhip  he  foon 
afterwards  removed  into  the  Formidable,  a  fccond  rate. 
He  proceeded  for  the  Wcfl  Indies  with  a  fqnadron  of 
twelve  fliips  of  the  line,  and,  after  uniting  with  fir 
Samtiel  Hood^  being  joined  by  fome  other  fhips  difpatched 
after  him  from  England,  found  himfelf  at  the  Jicad  of 
a  fleet  confiding  of  thirty-fix  fliips  of  the  line.  The  fhips 
from  Europe  having  recruited  their  water,  fir  George  put 
to  fea  with  his  whole  force,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  fprne 
reinforcements  for  the  French  fleet,  which  were  then 
daily  cxpcftcd  from  Europe.  In  this  he  was  difappointed, 
and  on  receiving  information  of  thofe  getting  into  Port 
Royal,  he  returned  to  Grofs  Iflct  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Lucia,  from  Whence  he  might  be  better  able  to  keep  a 
i?vatchful  eye  on  the  French  fleet,  than  he  could  by 
continuing  to  cruife.  The  count  De  Grafle  put 
to  fca  on  the  8th  of  April,  and  fir  George  purfuing  him 
.with  the  utmod  fpced,  came  up  with  his  fleet  under 
the  ifland  of  Dominica*  The  French  ading  with  that 
cnution  and  attention  to  avoiding  a  general  a£iion  which 
uniformly  marked  their  condufl,  a  partial  adion  only  took 
place  for  that  time ;  but  the  Britifh  fleet  continuing  to 
purfue  one  of  the  enemy's  fbips  difabled  in  the  former 
iktrmifli,  it  was  left  fo  far  aftern  that  it  was  very  evident, 
without  fpocdy  ond  oflfeflual  fuccour,  it  mull  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  (ir  George.  The  count  De  Grafle,  in 
hopes  of  icfcuing  it,  and  (lill  prcferving  his  dcfenfive 
IvUcm  of  a^Uoa,  bore  down  with  much  apparent  refolu- 
tion.  He  apprtxiched,  howxver,  fo  near,  that  fir  George 
found  himrclf  enabled,  after  an  heavy  cannonade  between 
the  two  fleets  in  pallini:  each  other  on  coTitrary  tacks,  to 
wcaihcr  ihc  cncm\  and  force  ihcm  to  n:i  acliion,  which 
cmtcd  not  tilt,  as  the  admiral  expreircti  himfcif,  the  fetiirg 
fun  put  an  end  to  ihocontcih  The  virtory  was  complete 
and  drciiivc;  the  Fmvh  oommam!cr-in-oh:if  hirtfelf  in 
the  ViUe  de  Paris,  of  one  hundred  and  !cn  jiuns,  Topcthcr 
with  lh«  Glxwieux,  the  Ca  tUr,  the  Htcior,  of  ieve:-.:y. 
fcur  jjum  Mv  h;  ai;J  ihe  Ardent  oi"  rsx:\-f*.ur,  were  cap- 
ftucd;  hciidcs  «>«)e  fhip  of'  Icv^nt^f-four  guns  fork  in  ;hc 
cuv>oun:cr.      UTii'  •^s  is  (xA  to   have  b^-rn 

ptsucipally;  "*— ttWit^  till  that  :;n^c 

iseaily 
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nearly  new  in  praftice,  of  breaking  through  the  enemies 
line,  which  was  executed  about  the  middle  of  the  a£lion. 
As  foon  as  the  principal  and  mod  urgent  damages  fuftained ' 
by  the  fleet  were  repaired,  fir  Samuel  Hood  was  detached, 
with  twelve  ihips  of  the  line,  round  the  ifland  of  Porto* 
Rico,  tlirough  the  Mona  Paflage,  in  purfuit  of  fuch  fugi- 
tives as  might  have  taken  that  route.  He  was  fo  fuccefs- 
ful  when  proceeding  to  Cape  Tiberoon,  which  was  the  ap- 
pointed place  of  rendezvous,  that  he  captured  two  Ihips  of 
iixty.four  guns,  a  frigate  of  thirty-two,  and  a  corvette*. 
This  fuperadded  fuccefs,  joined  to  the  lofs  of  one  or  two 
(hips  of  the  line,  which  foundered  or  were  wrecked 
in  attempting  their  efcape,  under  Vandrueil,  to  St.  Po-- 
mingo,  diminiihed  the  l<rench  fleet  to  nine  or  ten  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  two  velfels  of  fmaller  rate.  Sir  George  pur- 
fuing  hiscourfe  with  fuch  part  of  his  force  as  had  fuftamed 
the  greateft  damage  in  the  preceding  aflion,  joined  rear- 
admiral  Hood  on  the  26th  of  April  off  Cape  Tiberoon ; 
and  having  left  that  gentleman  with  a  very  ilrong  force  to 
cruife,  proceeded  with  Ihe  remainder  to  Port  Royal, 
where  he  arrived  in  fafety  on  the  29th  of  the  fame 
month. 

The  intelligence  of  this  important  defeat  Was  received 
in  England  with  an  unanimous  and  almod  frantic  joy, 
for  the  people,  difpirited  by  the  conquefts  of  the  enemy  in 
former  years,  could'  fcarccly  difpollefs  thtrmfclves  of  a 
fear  that  they  would  be  repeated,  and  that  their  fleet 
would  continue,  in  etfeft,  to  ride  triumphant  in  thofe  feas, 
by  their  extreme  and  too  fuccefsful  cauMon  in  preventing 
the  Britiih  admiral  from  fully  clofing  with,  and  bringing 
them  to  a  dccifive  a'Sion.  Previous  to  its  arrival  the  recal 
of  fir  George  had  been  determined  on  by  the  new  admi- 
niftration,  the  greater  part  of  whofe  mcinbers  had  been 
his  opponents  and  accufcrs  on  the  St.  Euftalia  contro- 
vcrfy.  His  fucceiTor,  admiral  Pigot,  was  not  only  ap- 
pointed, bnt  had  actually  embarked  and  failed  on  board 
the  Jupiter  to  take  upon  him   his  comiYiand;   fo  that, 

■ 

*  Thefe  Oiips  were  not  prcfcnt  in  the  preceding  a3ion,  having 
been  detached,  a  day  or  two  before  it  took  place,  to  Cape  Franpois, 
but  were  becalmed  on  their  paflage,  and  oveitakcn  as  we  have  ihiewa* 
above. 

Vol.  V.  P  though 
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ihoiigl]  an  cxprcfs  ordering  him  to  return  was  immediately 
difpaichcd  to  Plymniilli,  it  came  tun  late  to  cffe&  il!> 
purpofc,  Siiccef*,  as  is  alraoft  invariably  the  cafe,  laiferf 
lir  George  from  thai  intlifTcrcnt  rjiik  in  ihc  public  opinion 
in  which  be  had  been  heldfnrlbmetifTie.lhrtJcglii  lie  clamour 
of  thofe  whocotidtmncd  hiscliallirtmi-mot  the  D'Liich.antl 
he  became  raifcd  on  an  inlbai  to  the  higliefl  pinnacle  of 
ptipularify.  The  pcopk-  aiinrcd  him  •,  miniilers  carelTcd 
hJni.and  the  Rivirrd^n  ennublcdluni,  forhe  wasadvuiced^ 
by  patent  bearing  dale  June  ihe  igih,  1782.  to  ihc  ranlt 
nfa  peer  ofOieat  Britain  by  ilie  tiile  of  baron  Rodney, 
of  Rodney  Stoke,  in  tin:  coumy  of  Somerfet.  For  ihe 
belter  fuppoft  of  this  dignity,  and  as  a  more  Aibdamial 
reifi  line  rati  on  for  the  fervices  jull  Haledr  the  hitife  of 
commims,  on  the  i  ft  ol  July  following,  voicil  a  ptnlion  of 
2000I.  fer  awiuin,  fcilling  it  not  only  on  his  lordthip 
btit  on  fuch  as  Ihuoid  aflcfwards  fuccecd  to  and  enjoy 
itu-  tiiK'. 

Noihing occurred  material  enough  10 demand  otir parti- 
cular tiolice  during  the  tiinc  ol  his  lurdfbip'ti  cuotinuance 
in  ihc  Wdt  Indies,  from  whence  he  returned  foun  after 
Mr.  Pigoi's  arrival.  Having  ibifted  his  flag  inio  the 
Moiitjgue,  uf  ftvcniy-frtiir  gwns,  he  failed  from  Port 
Royal  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  arrived,  wiihoni  meeting 
wilb  any  extraordinary  occurrence,  ai  the  Cove  of  Cork,- 
on  the  71I1  of  September.  After  this  time  his  lordllttp' 
never  took  "pon  him  any  command,  or  intcrfrred  in 
pnblic  bulinefs  I'anher  than  by  his  occalionarattendance  to* 
liisdiity  as  a  peer  in  parliament.  He  ditd  In  London  on 
tliL'  2.).th  of  May,  1 792 1.  It  h  almoU  Dek:dle(s  to  add  any 
obfcrva- 


•  A  column,  and  oihtr  monutnenis  wcic  ettBiti  K  ihe  txprnce  of 
private  individunli,  and  fiimi  wcrr  colle^ed  ilfo,  by  puIiTic  iutiTdii 
Opnj,  to  pcipeloaic  ihr  memory  of  hri  viflory.     Ai  Spnniih  tnwi 
iii  Jimiira,  3  temple  wsu  butli,  at  ■  very  kicm  expciKc,   For  (he  e:. 
prefs  puijin^L-    oi'  i-fcii-lrJ   hii   l).iiu=.      In    lliori.   honoiid  fo  grea^  i 
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obfervation  on  the  charaSer  of  this  noble  lord :  l^is  me- 
moirs, which  we  truft  we  have  very  impartially  given, 
will  furnifh  the  reader  with  very  fufficient  opportunity  of 
arranging  it  in  his  own  mind.  Thus  far  wc  (hall  beg  briefly 
to  remark,  that  though  he  was  condemned  by  fomc  he  expe- 
rienced no  harder  fate  than  has  befallen  many  of  his  very 
brave  cotemporarics.  Applauded,  as  we  have  fccn  him,  by 
a  much  greater  number,  his  merit  muft  be  in  fome  degree 
admitted,  as  it  enabled  him  lo  ftem  completely  a 
torrent  of  cenfure,  which  though  probably  not  entirely 
undeferved,  was  at  leaft  unwarrantably  exaggerated,  and 
induftrioufly  propagated  by  every  art,  fome  of  them  of  the 
meaned  kind,  which  the  malignity  of  his  enemies  could 
invent. 

One  of  his  moft  powerful  opponents,  on  a  motion 
made  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  ex-miniftry  to  cenfure 
thofe  who  advifed  the  recal  of  the  admiral,  declared,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  an  extraordinary  and  peculiar 
ftile  of  infulting  panegyric,  "  That  he  would  advife  his 
friends  to  leave  matters  as  they  then  flood ;  his  late  glo- 
rious vidtory  had  hu(hed  the  murmurs  which  had  fo  much 
prevailed  againfl  him  for  his  ^onduA  at  St.  Euftatia ; 
but  that  if  minifters  were  preflcd  on  the  fcore  of  their  ill- 
ufuat^e  of  the  admiral,  they  muft  of  necefllity  expofe  that 
which  they  wifhed  to  bury  in  oblivion."  In  the  former 
part  of  his  fpeechthe  fame  gentleman  was  indecent  enough 
to  make  the  following  allulions  which,  in  bare  jufticc  to 
his  lordlhip's  chara6ler,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  animad- 
vert on  and  condemn  in  the  moft  decided  manner.  "  There 
are  cafes  (faid  he)  in  which  it  would  be  neither  wife  nor 

Alresford,  Hampfhire:  having  had  ifliic  one  daughter,  Jane,  who 
«lied  an  infant,  and  was  buried  at  Old  Alresford;  and  two  fon^,  lft» 
George,  who  fiicceeded  to  the  tide)  and,  fid.  James,  who  comroaoded 
the  Ferret  floop  of  war,  and  was  loft  at  fea  in  Auguft  1776,  unmar- 
ried. 

*<  His  lordfhip  married,  fccondly,  Henrietta,  daughter  of  John 

•.Colics,  of  Ltft>on,  merchant.     Their  ifTue  are,    two  Tons  and  four 

l^^fllia^terB,  viz.  John,  born  May  10,  1 765,  now  a  captain  in  the  royal 

}\  Jm>»  born  December  24,    1766;    Henrietta,  bom  January 

.MOMptized  February  18,  1769;  Margaret  Ann,  bom,  at  Paris^ 

*^      *r76;  Sarah,  born  May —,   17803  and  Edward,  borftjunc 

tifedjuly  1,  1783." 

P  %  prudent^ 
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prudent,  in  adlniniftralion,  to  declare  the  raufts  of  ai 
mcafurc  like  that  at  prcfcnl  under  dirciiflion,  for  ihoii 
ft  commander  mighi  have  ihe  liearis  of  ihe  people,  y 
pollibly,  fiich  a  man  might  prove  a  trailer  and  render  I 
rccal  nccciTary,  wIkii  it  niijiht  be  imprudent  ro  give  1 
caufe  of  it  tu  the  world."     The  inriniiat'ron  here  intend* 
ii  too  dark,  too  defpicable,  to  require  any  refuiaiion 
.mfwer;  nor  (hould  we  have  miiiiiuned  U  but  for 
purpofc  iif  Ihnwing  to  what  bafe  Icn^hs  llie  influence 
parly  and  pdiii^rat  prejudice  nitl  force  ihc  htiman  mind^, 
His  lurdflilp,  however,  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing  hi»,, 
popularity  rife  fuperior  to  ihc  malignant  malice  of  hit 
ctiemies,  on  which  alone  was  grounded  ihe  whole  of  his 
perfccuti'iin.      We    may    conclude    onr    account    with 
briefly  obfcrvingi.that  lhou|th  in  [»iivatc  life  he  pofTefled 
a  cunlenipt  of  money,  which  led  him  into  extravagancie* 
and  difHcutiies  fcarccly  jiijllliable,  or  pitiable,  yet  ihofe. 
very  diltrelfes  appear  to  have  earned  with  them  a  fuflicicdc, 
puniflimcnt  to  render  all  pollhumous  cenfurc  unRCceflary. 
Even  UU  moil  violent  opponents  mud  adiuitt  thai  nir 
cornmande/  ever  yet  lived  who  had  the  good  forlunc  to 
atchieve  fo  many  notable  fervices.  or  reduce  and  deflroy, 
hy  the  fleet  under  hiii  immediate  command,  fo  great  a. 
nuttiber  of  the  enemy's  flilps*. 

SMITH,  Etlioi, — was,  in  the  year  1741,  commander 
of  ihe  Fly  iloop  of  war,  a  veflel  vu  ihu  Li(bon  Oation. 
In  the  month  of  November  he  captured  and  carried  inio 
the  Tagus  3  large  Spanilh  tranfport,  with  ordnance  itorcs 
and  fome  foldieis,  which  is  the  only  mention  we  find  made 
of  him  «  hilc  thus  employed.  On  ci;c  25th  of  Febrnary, 
1741-2,  he  w;is  promiiled  to  be  captain  of  the  Advice,  a 
hfty-gun  (hip.  He  was  no!  long  aficrv^ards  ordered  to 
the  well  Indies,  and  returned  from  thence  in  the  month 
of  January,  1744-  He  atained  that  comiii^ind  beyond  even 
iliat  time,  if  wc  may  credit  a  lilt  of  the  navy  made  out 
about  the  end  of  1745.  in  which  his  name  is  inf-rted  aj| 
ihwi  coMlinuing  »u  hold  ir,     Wc  do  not,  however,  fii 
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any  other  mention  made  of  him  ;  nor,  indeed,  do  we 
Itnow  whether  he  ever  obtained  any  fi.'bfequcnt  commnnd- 
Jn  1758  hexetircd  altogether  fro'h  the  fcrvice,  on  being 
appointed  one  of  the  captains  in  Green vvich-hofpttal.  He 
^ied  there  on  the  31(1  of  March  1769. 

STEVENS,  Charles. — This  gentleman  was,  in  I737» 
lieutenant  of  the  Falmouth,  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns,  onjerea 
for  the  coart  of  Africa,  with  a  fmall  fi^uudron  fent  thither 
under  Mr.  Anfon.  When  they  arrived  at  Madeira-  the 
route  of  this  fliip  was  x:hanged,  in  confequcncc  of  private 
jnrtruftions  to  the  ^orr^n^wiore,  and  failed  for  Jamaica. 
In  the  palFageliis  captain,  whofe  name  we  liave  not  bcco 
able  to  afcertain  with  precifion,  having  aded  improperly, 
was  confined  by  Mr..  Stevens,  who  carried  the  (hip  to  her 
place  of  defiinationj.  It  is  not  improbable  he  remaiiied  01:1 
that  ftation,  as  w>e  find  him  promoted  there,  by  Mr.  Vernon, 
in  1 741,  from  the  rank  of  lieuteiuuit  to  be  commander  of 
the  Cumberland  firelhip*.  On  the  nth  of  January, 
1 741 -2,  he  was  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Ludlow 
Cadie,  a  ihip  of  forty-four  guns,  on  the  fame  ftarion* 
He  was  ordered  from  thence,  with  a  fleet  of  merchant- 
fliips  under  his  cpnvoy,  in  <he  aiKumn  following;  but 
having  met  with  a  violent  gaie  of  wind  on  the  8th  of 
06lober,  was  obliged  to  put  back  to  Antigua  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  refitting,  and  afterwards  r^aired  to  England. 
.  He  contimied  in  the  Ludlow  Caflic,  or  out  of  com** 
miflion  for  fomc  time  after  his  return  to  England; 
but  in  September  1744,  was  promoted  to  the  Port- 
land, of  fifty  guns.  He  appears  to  have  been  principally 
employed  as  a  criiifer;  and,  in  the  month  of  February, 
1745-6,  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  and  capture  a 
Freijch  (hip  of  war,  mounting  fifty  guns:  the  circunv 
ftances  of  which  adion  are  thus  related  by  himfdf. 

«*  On  the  9th  indant,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  Scilly 
bearing  N.  by  W.  diltance  twenty-fevcn  leagues,  in  the 
latitude  of  4.9.  co.  N.  with  his  majefty's  fhip  Portland 
under  my  command,  I  engaged  the  Auguft,  a  rrench  (hip 
of  war  of  fifty  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  feventy  men. 

— I —  .    . — - —  I  'I 

*  Some  accounu  make  this  to  have  been  a  captain  Richard  Stevent, 
iirho  aever  rofe  to  an  higher  rank  than  that  of  a  coaimaDder,  and  we 
b^IicvfC  them  to  be  true. 

P  3  After 
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After  two  hours  and  a  half  clofc  aflion  (he  ftruck, 
having  fifty  men  kilted  and  niiicly-foiir  wounded,  al^ 
her  marts  fo  (haticrcd  that  thfy  went  by  the  board,  and  fo 
many  Ihm  in  the  liull,  tliat,  with  th^.-  hie  hard  eallerly 
wind,  I  was  obliged  lo  put  away  wiih  hct  before  it  one 
hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward,  and  am  now  lowing  her 
for  Plyinomh,  Scilly  bcning  E.  N.  E.  nineiy-fivc  leagues. 
My  officers  and  men  behavtd  with  the  braved  gallaniry, 
and  were  greatly  rejoiced  to  have  met  fn  equal  a  force,  \n 
iry  the  ftrengin  ol  his  majefty's  arms.  We  have  loft 
three  feamen  and  two  marines  killi'd,  with  fcven  reamen 
and  fix  marines  wounded  ;  my  Handing  and  tunning  rig- 
ging almoll  (hot  away;  llanding-maft  and  fore-top-maft 
"wounded,  but  not  difabled;  main-wrd  quite  dellroycd  :  I 
am  now  making  another,  and  ai  itie  wind  is  now  felting  in 
wefttrly,  I  hope  foon  to  add  lo  his  maje[iy's,6eei  a  nevf 
fliip  which  fails  very  well". 

"  1  am,  &c. 

"  Charlhs  Stevens." 

He  arrived  t<  Plymmjth  in  fafeiy,  with  his  prize,  a  few 
days  afterwards ;  but  we  do  not  find  him  any  more  parti- 
cnlarly  noticed  till  the  year  17+7.  In  June  i745,hewas 
oncofihcmcmbetsofthecourt-mariial,  held  at  Port  fmouth, 
nil  capt.  Green  of  ihe  Lizard  floop :  when,  Dili  continuing 
in  the  fame  (hip,  we  find  him  ane  of  the  captains  under 
ihe  orders  I'f  rear-admiral  Hawke,  concerned  in  the  glo- 
rious iicfcjit  and  capture  of  the  French  Iqiiadron  under 
L'Etenditre,  He  continued  under  the  fame  Dag  during 
ihc  eiifuing  winter,  the  fquadron  having  kept  out  at  fea  a% 
much  as  podiblc  to  dilltcfs  the  French  trade,  which  waj 
deprived  of  fupport  by  the  almoft  total  annihilation  of  the 
marine  of  that  country.  On  the  Ufi  day  of  January  the 
I'orllajit!,  loacihtr  with  the  Nottingham,  commanded  by 
captain  Mailand,  gavcchace,  byalignal  from  the  admiral, 
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to  a  fail  feen  in  the  noith-weft  quarter.  The  Portland, 
foeini^  the  tternmoft  (hip,  could  not  get  up  to  fupport  her 
-con fort  till  (he  had  been  engaged  wear  an  hour  with  the 
chace,  which  was  now  found  to  be  a  French  (hip  of  war, 
mounting  feventy-four  guns.  The  fea  ran  fo  high  as  to 
render  it  impracticable  for  cither  party  to  open  their  lower 
ports.,  and  poltponedthe  furrendcr  of  the  French  (hip  till 
four  o *c^ock  in  the  afternoon.  Notwithftandingthe  length 
of  the  foregoing  encounter  the  Portland,  partly  owing  to 
the  circuinTtance  juft  flated,  and  in  a  greater  degree,  . 
perhaps,  to  the  judgment  of  captain  Stevens,  in  keeping 
conftantly  on  the  quarter  of  the  enemy,  the  Portland 
had  only  four  men  wounded.  Mr.  Stevens  continued  iii 
the  Portland  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  and  is  faid 
10  have  been  reappointed  to  that  Ihip  in  the  month  of 
January,  1748. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1749,  we  find  him  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  alTembled  for  the  trial  of 
captain  Obrien  Dudley,  of  the  Chefterfield ;  lieutenant 
CotKhman,  and  others.  He  was  at  that  time  captain  pf 
the  Tyger.  The  next  fhip  he  commanded  was  the  Litch- 
field; but,  till  the  early  part  of  the  yeiar  1755^  we  finli 
no  particular  mention  made  of  him.  It  was  intended  he 
(hould  have  hoifted  a  broad  pendant,  but  without  a  cajp-^ 
tain  under  him,  and  proceeded  commander-in-chief  to  tne 
•  Leeward  I  Hand? ;  the  appearance  of  a  rupture  with  France, 
caufed,  however,  a  new  arrangement  He  was  in  a  very 
(horttime  after  this  promoted  to  the  Orford,  in  which  he 
i:apturcd,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Efperahce,  of 
fcvcniy-four  guns,  of  which  encoimter  we  do  not  believe 
any  official  account  was  ever  given. 

In  1757,  having  hoided.  a  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Elizabeth,  he  was  appointed  commodore  of  a  fmall 
fquadron  ordered  to  the  £a(t  Indies  as  a  reinforcement  to 
the  Briti(h  armament  there.  He  proceeded  to  Bom- 
bay, where,  having  waited  for  the  change  of  the  mohfoon 
and  refitted  his  (hips,  he  failed  for  Madrafs,  where  he  did 
not  arrive  till  the  22d  of  March,  1758,  having  been  much 
retarded  by  contrary  winds  off  Ceylon.  The  leading 
particulars  of  his  fervice,  while  fecond  in  command,  have 
been  already  unavoidably  related  in  the  life  of  fir  George 

P  4  Pocockj, 


332  LIVES  AKD  CBAKACTEKS  OF 

Fococic,  to  which  we  beg  to  refer  *,  dating  only,  that  no 
tnui  could  have  more  bravely,  diligently,  and  adiveljr 
Seconded  the  views  and  efiurts  of  his  principal  commander 
than  Mr.  Sierens. 

In  the  afiion  which  took  place  with  the  French  fqm- 
dron  on  the  4th  of  Aiiguft,  I7s8t,  the  commodore  was 
wouitded  in  the  flloulder  by  a  muflcet  ball.  He  had  been 
fonietime  before  advanced  to  be  rear-admi  ral  of  the  blue, 
but  did  not  receive  the  information  of  his  promotion  till 
towards  the  end  of  (he  year.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
cnfning  he  received  a  fccond  advancement,  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  red.  About  this  time  he  removed  his  flag 
into  the  Grafton,  and  in  ihe  month  of  September  was  a 
fecot)d  time  engaeed  with  the  French  fleet,  under  coimt 
D'Ache,  off  Pondicherry.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Pocock 
to  Europe  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  he  became  commander- 
in-chiet  on  that  Itation.  Soon  as  the  feaf'n  would  permit  ' 
after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Pocock,  the  preparations  which 
had  for  fomc  time  been  making  for  the  fiege  of  Pondi- 
cherry being  fufficiently  advanced,  Mr.S'pphen^undenook 
the  blockade  by  fcawih  the  fquadrnji,  while  colonel  Coote 
undertook  a  fimilar  operation  on  the  lard  fide  with  the 
army.  Thus  maitem  proceeded  ti!i  ihe  23d  of  0£lobcr, 
when  the  admiral  failed  from  Trincomale  lo  refit,  leav- 
ing captain  Haldune  wilh  adciachmcu:  of  fvc  Ihiipsof  the 
line,  that  were  in  the  bcfl  condition  for  fervice,  to  coniinue 
the  blockade. 

Mr.  Stevens  refuftied  his  Hation  off  Pondicherry  on  the 
2«h  ol  Decembi-r.  On  the  ill  of  January,  1761,  one 
of  thofe  tremendous  hurricanes,  not  uncommon  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  ar-fe  and  drove  ihe  a-imiial,  together 
with  the  whol^  of  his  fquadron  to  Tea:  all  the  Ihipsft^pa- 
rated  from  each  other,  and  fom.e  of  them  were  lolt.  Mr. 
S(c\-cns,  who  Iiad  his  flag  on  bo^rd  the  Norfolk,  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  weather  the  gale  without  experiencing 
any  difaftrous  occurrence.  Suiue  other  fhips  of  the  fqua- 
dron being  equally  fortunate,  the  blockade  u-as  rcfumcd 

•  S«  ml.  iv.  p.  i(«-.  CI  ft^. 

t  He>r»vei7ilcfe>rullfrindaMia4«*0>ett[llunki  |<irM  W 
At  fM  loth*  cvo^nir  tVtmgltij^Mtg^^  tk  |t«M  nlliW>r 
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0!T  the  4th,  when  Mr.  Stevens  returned  into  Pondicherry 
road,  and  preffing  the  liege  with  reiterated  vigour,  tte 
place  furrendered  on  the  15th. 

The  fliort  remainder  of  this  gentleman's  life  were  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  civil  and  other  arrangements, 
which  became  immediately  necelfary  on  foiniportant  a  con- 
queft,  and  now  became  his  principal,  or  indeed  only  care. 
The  fettlement  of  thefe  weighty  concerns,  extending  to 
the  complete  demolition  of  the  fortifications,  and  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  FrecKrh  power  in  India,  he  fcarcely  could 
be  faid  to  furvive,  inafmuch  as  he  died  on  the  17th  of 
May  following, 

WICKHAM,  John, — was,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Spanifh  war,  appointed  commander  of  a  xebeck.  On  the 
lit  of  November,  1742,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Succefs  frigate.  In  this  veffel  we  t>elieve  him  to  have 
been  employed  on  the  Lifbon  (lation,  from  whence  he 
returned  about  the  month  of  March  1744.  He  was  foon 
afterwards  appointed  to  the  Lark,  a  command  he  did 
not  long  retain,  being  promoted  to  the  Panther,  in 
which  (hip  we  find  him  on  the  Newfoundland  ftation  in 
the  month  of  Augiift  1747.  This  is  the  laft  mention  we 
have  been  able  to  find  tnat  is  made  of  him  in  the  line  of 
a6live  fervice.  In  1759  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated 
lill  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral ;  but  did 
not  long  enjoy  this  honourable  proof  of  his  former  me-, 
ritorious  fervices,  which  age,  misfortune  and  infirmities 
contributed  to  render  little  confpicuous.  He  died  in 
Jingland  on  the  2ifl  of  Oflober,  1763. 


^743- 

BOYS,  or  BOYCE,  William.— This  gentleman  was 

•riginaily  brought  up  in  the  fervice  of  the  merchants ; 

iuid,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1727,  was  fecond  mate  of 

the  Luxborough  galley,  a  veflTel  in  the  employment  of  the 

.South  Sea  company.     In  that  year  the moftlamentable of 

all 
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all  tlifjflcrs  befcl  the  unfortimatc  (hip  abovc-mentionwl, 

of  which,  as  well  a^  ihe  fubft-quent  dillrcflrs  of  ihc  inajar 
part  of  ihc  iinforlunalc  ctevv,  wc  have  the  following  highly 
iQterefling  Though  lamentable  accouni  *. 

Having 


•  "  On  the  i^i  iiy  of  May,  17E7,  we  failed  f'otn  janKica;  tni 
4n  Sutidoy,  ilic  Ljtli  "lav  of  June,  were  in  ihc  laiiiudc  of  <i.  45.  N. 
fend  in  ihe  tongiiudc  u!  vq   E    From  (  tooked  IflaiiJ,  when  the  galley  I 
wn  perceived  10  be  on  fire  in   ihe   JJiareiTO.     It  wai  occafiani-d  Bjr  J 
the  full  eunoriif  of  rwa  bUck  boyi,  who,  willing  to  know  wbeiher  ] 
fome  liquor  fpili  on  ihc  deck  wii  luni,  or  water,  y\ic  ibe  candle  10  Ji 
which  rofc  into  t  Hiinr,  and  immedjjicly  comniunioicd  itfcll  in  lit 
Iilrrel  from  whtnee  the  liijuoi  htd  kaked.     ll  hid  burned  foinc  iim 
before  ii  wii  pciceiv<:d,  is  ihe  boyi  were  too  uiiich  iaiimtdatcd  l< 
dilcovei  It  iheniftlvei,  having  tried  all  polfiblc  meani  to  ciiiinguit 
■be  flic  in  vain.     We  hoiHed  out  the  yiul,  which  was  Tood  filled  with  J 
tweiuy-ihree  mcmndboi'i,  wbti  hid  jumped  into  hetwiib  tbegruLeft  1 
tJgernff.!      The  v.iii4  now  bhjwiiig  very  frcfti,  and  Ibe  tunn'idg  feven  1 
kii'Sti  and  a  half  by  ibe  lo;;,  we  opc-^e'd  everv  momecil  to  p^ri!}..  U    I 
flic  \y*s  loaded  Withi»  •  (Ireik  ai>d  >  htlf  uF  her  gumel.     Wc  Ktd  | 
cai  a  moifel  of  vi£luili  nor  a  drup  of  liquor,  nu  maO,  no  (t 
compafi  to  dirci^  our  coutre,  and  above  *  hnndied  leiguet  fioi 
la'.d.     We  left  fiiieen  in«n  in  the  Ihip  wbn  all  pcrllhcd  in  her.  Tbw 
#nde*Volired  10  hoifl  out  the  lonn-boaii  hul,  before  ilicv  could  cffeft  j 
it.  rhe  flamii  rejdiing  the  powder-room  (be  blew  up,  and  wc  f'w  htt    J 
na  more.     A  hole  before  thii  we  could  diftlngtifh  the  firR  injie  : 
the  Ciipiaiii'i  cook  in  the  miztn  top,  every  monicni  cxpefiing  the  fiM  1 
ihii  awaiicd  iliein.     Having  ihui  been  eyc-wiinelfM  of  the  mifeiablc  J 
nie  of  our  cumpiiiloiit,  wc  expend  every  niotncot  10  pcrilh  by  the 
wivei,  or,  if  nai  by  ihem,  hy  hunger  and  ihiifl.     On  ihe  iw    "  ■* 
dlyt  if  blew  iiid  rained  much  ;  but  the  Weather  comiti^  fair  □ 
ihird  djy,  vii.  >h-  cBih.  ai  kind  Providence  hid  biihtni 
preferveii  ui,  wc  b-'gati  t' 
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M  of  ihe  bUck  hoy'i 
vhich  anfwcied  iJeral'l 
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i'}ek:ii,  WE  made  (hift  10  Tew  them  iDgeiher, 
FirKlinK  in  ihe  fca  t,  fmall  (lick,  we 
,  l,l.itlr  ,.!■  an  oar,  that  we  had  in  the 
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Having  afterwards  entered  into  th«  king*s  fervice,  iwe 
find  him,  in  the  month  of  Oftober  1744,  to  have  com- 
manded 


i^-«M* 


man,  Thomas  Croniford,  and  the  boy  that  unhappily  fet  the  Qup  ioft 
fire,  di^d,  and,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  ^,  three  more  vacit,  aul 
raving  mad,  crying  out  miferably  for  water.  The  wtatlier  sow  piweA 
fo  ruggy  that  it  deprived  us  almon  all  dav  of  the  figtif  bf  tot  i4i% 
and  o\  the  moon  and  Hars  by  night.  We  ufed  frequently  10  Inllok 
as  loud  as  we  could,  in  hopes  of  being  beard  ))y  f6ne  (hip.  Jo  ckft 
day  rime  our  deluded  fancies  often  imagined  fiiips  to  plain  to  Oi^  Uiat 
wc  have  hallood  out  to  tbctn  a  long  time  before  we  hurt  been  «od«|k 
ceived;  and,  in  the  night,  by  the  fame  del uli on,  we  thought  we  heafit 
men  talk,  bells  ringing,  dogs  bark,  cocks  crow,  &c.  and  liave  cob- 
dcmned  the  phantoms  of  our  imagination  (believing  all  to  be  wdii 
Ihips,  men,  &c.}  for  not  anfwerin^  and  taking  us  up.  The  JviaMii 
day  we  were  reduced  to  twelve  in  number,  b)f,deat)i.  The  nctt 
night  the  wind,  1>eing  about  £.  N.  £.  blew  very  hard,  and  the  fflt 
tunning  high,  we  fcudded  right  before  it  with  our  fiha))  fail  about 
half  down,  expeOins  every  moment  to  be  fwalloyed  up  bv  the  wavdb 
July  the  5th,  Mr.  Guifhiiet  died;  and,  on  the  €tfi,  died  Mr. Slewai^ 
(fon  of  Dr.  Steward,  of  Spanilh  Town,  in  Jamaica)  aiid  his  fervaol^ 
both  paffengcrs.  In  the  afternoon  we  found  a  dead  duck,  which  lookc4 
green,  and  not  fweet.  We  eat  it,  however,  very  heartily  Tnot  with* 
out  thanks  to  the  Almighty):  and  it  *is  impolCble  tor  any  nody.  ex* 
cept  in  the  like  unhappy  circumftances,  to  imagine  how  plcafant  it'^fm 
to  our  tafte  at  that  time,  which,  at  another,  would  have  been  otfcafivt 
both  to  our  tafte  and  fmell.  On  the  7th  day  of  July,  at  one  in  tbt 
afrernoon,  we  faw  land  about  Hx  leagues  off.  At  tour  o^cloek  another 
man  died,  whom  wc  threw  overboard  to  lighten  the  bOat :  our  nuul- 
ber  was  then  reduced  to  feven.  We  had  often  taken  thick  fog-bankl 
for  land,  which  as  often  bad  given  us  great  joy  and  hopes,  that  vaniilie4 
with  them  at  the  fame  time :  but  when  we  really  faw  the  land,  it 
appeared  fo  different  from  what  we  had  fo  often  taken  for  it,  that  Wf 
wondered  how  we  could  be  fo  miftaken :  and  it  is  abfolutely  impoP- 
fibtc  for  any  man,  not  in  our  circumftances,  to  form  an  idea  of  thi 
joy  and  pleaFure  it  gave  us,  when  we  were  Convinced  of  it*s  reality* 
it  gave  us  ftrength  to  row,  which  we  had  not  for  four  days  btfdfe; 
and  mud  infallibly,  noA  of  us,  if  not  all,  have  periihed  thit  r^ry 
night  if  wc  had  not  got  on  ffaore.  Our  fouls  exulted  with  joy  anj 
praifes  to  our  Almighty  Prefcrv^r.  AboiK  6x  o'clock  we  faw  (everal 
Shallops  iifhinff,  which  we  Qeered  for,  having  a  fiiie  gale  of  wi«d  right 
on  (hore.  ^/e  Went  with  fails  and  oars  about  three  or  f<Hir  kdots^ 
when  we  came  fo  near  that  we  thought  one  of  the  dh^tllops  could  hear 
us  (being  juft  under  fail  and  going  in  with  their  fifh).  We  inllooe^ 
as  loud  as  we  could ;  at  length  they  heard  us  and  lowered  tkeir  fail. 
When  Mc  approached  pretty  near  them  they  hoifted  it  in  agaii,  aod 
were  going  away  from  u^;  out  we  made  fo  difmal  and  melancholy  H 
Doife,  that  they  brought -to  and  took  us  in  tow.  Thiey  toii  us  oar 
ffpe^ls  were  fo  dreadful  that  they  were  frightened  it  uf«    they  gavt 

ui 
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tnanded  the  ^tna  firefhip  ;  into  which  veflel  we  believe 
him  to  have. been  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 

by 


%t  lone  bread  and  water.  We  chewed  the  bread  fmall  with  our 
tectb,  and  then,  by  mixing  water  with  it,  got  it  down  with  dilSculty. 
'  *'  Daring  oar  voyage  in  the  boat,  our  mouths  had  been  fo  dry,  for 
want  of  moiftare  for  feveral  days,  that  we  were  obliged  to  wafh  them 
<vifh  bh  water  every  two  or  three  hours,  to  prevent  our  lips  glewing 
M  together.  We  always  drank  our  own  crater ;  and  all  the  people 
^rank  (alt  water,  except  the  captain,  furgcon,  and  myfelf.  In  fog^ 
iveather  the  fail  having  imbibed  fome  moifiure,  we  ufed  to  wring  it 
into  a  pewter  bafon,  which  we  found  in  the  boat.  Having  wrung  it 
at  dry  as  we  could  we  fucked  it  all  over ;  and  ufed  to  lick  one  another's 
clothes  with  our  tongues.  At  length  we  were  obliged,  by  inexpref- 
fible  hanger  and  thirn,  to  eat  part  of  the  bodies  of  fix  men,  and  arink 
the  blood  of  four,  for  we  had  not,  fince  we  came  from  the  (hip,  faved, 
mhr  ene  time,  about  half  a  pint,  and,  at  another,  about  a  wine  glafs 
fall  of  water,  each  man,  in  our  hats.  A  little  food  fufiicing  us,  and 
Ibidingthe  flefh  very  difagreeable,  we  confined  ourfcives  to  the  hearts 
mly.  Finding  ouriefves  now  perifhing  ^nth  tMrft,  we  were  reduced 
to  the  mtlancholy,  difirefsful,  horrid  a£l  of  cutting  the  tliroats  of  our 
tOBpanions  an  hour  or  two  after  they  were  dead,  to  procure  their 
Udod,  which  we  caught  in  a  pewter  baton ;  each  man  producing  about 
»  miart.  Bat  let  it  be  remembered  in  our  defence,  that  without  the 
•mfianee  this  blood  afforded  to  nature,  it  was  not  poflible  that  we 
ceaM  have  furvivcd  to  this  time.  At  about  eight  o*clock  at  night  we 
got  on  fhore  at  Old  St.  Lawrence  harbour,  in  NewfouiSdland,  wh^re 
%re  were  kindly  received  by  captain  Lecrafs,  of  Guemfey,  or  Jerfcy, 
then  admiral  of  the  harbour.  We  were  cautioned  to  est  and  drink 
bm  little  at  firfi,  which  we  ubferved,  as  well  as  the  infirmity  of  human 
namre,  fo  nearlv  flarvipg,  would  allow.  We  could  flcep  but  little, 
the  tranfports  or  our  joy  being  too  great  to  admit  of  it.  Our  captain, 
who  had  been  fpeechlefs  thirty-fix  hours,  died  about  five  o*clock  the 
next  morning,  and  was  boried,  with  all  the  honours  that  could  be  con- 
lerred  upon  him,  at  that  place. 

••  The  names  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  bamt  in  the  (hip,  who 
were  fiarved  in  the  boat,  and  who  lived  to  get  on  flioie,  are  as  foU 
lows:  via. 

"  Burnt  in  the  fliip. 

Rafph  Kellaway,  ift  mate.  Charles  James, 

Ifaae'  Holroide,  3d  mate*  Francis  Mitro, 

Icrald  Hedj;e,  gunner.  Edward  Thicker, 

ames  Crook,  cooper.  Evandcr  M*Avy. 

Seamen.  Thomas  Hind,  auarter*maner. 

fohn  Johnfon,  Sharper,  S 

X^'illiim  Coats,  Jemmy,  >  black  boys. 

William  Dav.  Coffca,  J 

James  AmbioTe, 


"  Star\'cd 
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by  adgiiral  Vernon »  who  difpatched  him  home,  in 
the  month  of  Oilobcr,  with  intelligence  of  his  having 
taken  poITenion  of  Walthenham  harbour,  in  the  ifiand  of 
Cuba.  He  afterwards  ii'as  removed  into  the  Baltimore 
floop.  We  hear  nothing  more  of  him  till  the  25th  of 
June,  1743,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the  Greyhound  frigate.  We 
believe  him  to  have  been,  not  long  afterwards,  ordered  to 
the  Wed  Indies*,  as  he  returned  from  thence  in  the 
month  of  April  1745,  with  a  convoy,  beine^then  captain 
of  the  Princefs  Louifa,  of  (ixty  guns.  His  (hip  being 
infimediately  refitted  and  vidiualled,  captain  Boys  was 
immediately  ordered  out  on  a  cruife  off  the  coaft  of  France^ 
in  company  with  the  captains  GrifEn  and  Harrifon.  The 
particulars  of  their  joint  fuccefs,  which  was  far  from  in- 


"  Starved  in  the  boat. 

Thomas  Steward,  paffenger.  William  Walker, 

Mr.  Steward's  fervant.  John  Simenton, 

William  Piggs,  pafleogcr.  William  James* 

Seamen.  Thomas  Nicholfon* 

John  Horn,  Heqry  Guiflmctt,  xlerk. 

John  Eaft,  Canfor, 


J 


Henry  White,  Hamofe,  ^  black  boys. 

Thomas  Croniford,  Merry  Winkle, 

Simon  £mer, 

"  Lived  to  get  on  fhore. 

^William  KcIIaway,  captain.  William  Gibbs,  carpenter. 

William  Boys,  fecond  mate.  Robert  Kellaway,  a  boy. 

Thomas  Scrimfour,  furgeoo.  George  Mould,  feamaiK 
William  Batten,  boatfwaLn. 

<*  The  boat  in  which  we  got  to  Newfoundland,  diftance  loor 
leagues,  was  only  fixteen  feet  long,  five  feet  three  inches  broad,  and 
two  feet  three  inches  deep.  It  was  built  for  the  Luiburgb  galley,  by 
Mr.  Bradley,  of  Deal." 

'*  N.B.  Lieutenant-governor  Boys  was  accuilomed  to  pafs  anna* 
ally,  in  prayer  and  failing,  the  number  of  days  the  (hip's  crew  were 
in  diflrefs,  as  above-mentioned,  in  commemoration  of  his  wonderful 
deliverance." 

*  We  rather  believe  he  was  only  fent  out  to  meet  (he  homeward- 
bound  fleet  in  a  certain  latitude,  for,  on  the  31 Q  of  January  preceding, 
he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  on  board  the 
Lenox,  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  for  the  trial  of  the  captains  Griffin^ 
Moftyn,  Fowke  and  Brett,  for  the  particulart  of  which  fee  their  re« 
fpe£livc  lives. 

confiJer- 
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confidenble,  we  have  already  related*.  At  the  pcrfua- 
lion  of  Mk".  G'riffln,  he  quitted  the  Princefs  Louiia  foon 
sifter  this  time,  and  took  the  command  of  the  Pearl  fri- 
grte-,  one  of  the  fquadron  ordered  for  the  Eaft  Indies  with 
that  gentleman,  who  had  the  appointment  of  commodore 
aiktconrniamder-in-chief  on  thatftation.  Nothing,  how- 
citefj  material  or  beneficial  to  his  fame  or  fortune  took 
pliK:e  whilfe  he  continued  in  that  part  of  the  world.  No ' 
mention  is  made  of  him  fubfcquent  to  his  return  to  Eng- 
land till  after  the  recommencement  of  hoftilities  with 
Fnmce.  He  then  for  a  (hort  time  commanded  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  a  firft  rate;  and  was  removed  from  thenc'e, 
about  the  year  1759,  into  the  Prefton.  Towards  the 
ctefeof  the  funcrmer  we  find  him  promoted  to  be  commo- 
dore of  a  fmali  fquadron,  Rationed  off  Dunkirk,  to  watch 
the  (hips  fitted  for  fea  at  that  port,  and  defined  for  a 
defultory  attack  on  Ireland,  under  the  command  of  that 
very  active,  g^iUant^  and  indefatigable  naval  partizan^ 
monfieur  Thurot. 

The  enemy  had  tho  good  fortune  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  the  Britifti  commodore,  who,  on  hearing  the  former 
had  efcapedi  purftied  him  with  the  utmort  expeditionj|  but 
without  fuccefs,  Thurot  taking  refuge  in  the  Swedifli  port*, 
of  Gottenburgh,.  where  he  continued  in  no  fmall  diftrefs 
till  the  commencement  of  the  year  enfuing;  but  of  this 
hereafter.  Mr.  Boys  was  after  his-  return  appointed  to 
coipmand  a&  commodore  at' the  nore;  and  in  the  enfuing 
year  retired  from  the  line  of  a^live  fervice  on  being  made 
lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich -hofpital.  Hfe  retained 
this  very  honourable  ftation  till  his  death,  which  happened 
OB  the  4th  of  March,  1774. 

It  is  related  of  him,  and  we  ftri6lly  believe  it  to  be 
true,  that  this  gentleman,  from  the  year  1727  to  his  death, 
annually. obferved  a  flrift  and  folcmn  faft,  on. the  7th  of 
July,  being  the  day  of  his  arrival  at  Newfoundland,  after 
the  melancholy  lofs  of  the  Luxborough  Galley.  So  rigid 
was  he  in  this  a6l  of  humiliation  and  thankfgiving,  that, 
when  in  the  decline  of  life  he  became  fettled  at  Green- 
wich,, and  could  in  that  particular  inlLi;ce  indulge  his 
own  inclination  to  the  fullelt  extent,  ht:  not  only  ?bftained 
from  food,  but  even  from  the  light  of  the  0  »>,  rvn  even 


•  Sec  the  life  of  Mr.  Griffin,  vol,  iv.  p.  fisB. 

fuflFer- 
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fufFering  tonverfe  with  any  perfon  whatever  during  the 
time  he  was  thus  occupied  in  commemorating  and  re- 
turning fervent  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being,  for  his 
extraordinary,  and,  indeed,  almoft  miraculous  efcape. 

BRETT,  Sir  Piercey.  —  The  firft  account  we  have  of 
this  gentleman  is,  his  having  fervcd  as  a  mkiihipman  in  the 
Gloucefter*,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fmali  fquadron  or- 
dered into  the  South  Seas  under  Mr.  Anfon.  On  the  pro- 
motion of  Mr.  Cheap  to  be  captain  of  the  Wager  ftorcfliip, 
Mr.  Brett  was  appointed  by  the  commodore  into  his 
own  Ihip,  the  Centurion,  to  be  his  fecond  lieutenant. 
He  appears,  indeed,  to  have  foon  conceived  an  extraordi- 
nary and  well-deferved  attachment  to  this  worthy  gentle- 
man, infomuch  that  he  confided  to  him  the  attack,  on  the 
town  of  Paita,  a  fcrvice  he  executed  with  the  greateft 
fkill,  promptitude  and  exaflnefs  t.  After  the  capture  of 
the  Manilla  galleon,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Centurion  at 
Macao,  Mr.  Brett  was  promoted,  by  the  commodore,  to 
command  that  Ihip,  under  him,  as  captain,  he  being,  as 
he  fuppofed,  authorifed,  by  his  inftrudlions,  to  iflue  fuch 
a  commiilion.  This  point  was,  neverthclefs,  ftrongly 
contefted  on  the  arrival  of  the  Centurion  in  England,  and 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty  peremptorily  refufed  to  confirm 
Mr.  Brett's  rank,  infomuch  that  Mr,  Anfon  retired,  for  a 
ihort  time,  from  the  fervice  in  much  difguft  ;  nor  did  he 
return  till  a  fubfequent  change  in  the  members  of  the  board 
laft- mentioned,  with  a  compliance  in  the  firft  lord  and  his 
coltcagues  who  fucceeded,  in  the  demands  of  Mr.  Anfon, 
together  with  the  allowance  of  Mr.  Brett's  rankj,  accord- 
ing to  the  date  of  his  firft  commiffion,  reftorcd  perfeft 
peace  and  harmony  on  all  fides. 

Mr.  Brett  therefore  ranks  as  a  captain  in  the  navy  from 
the  30th  of  September,  17435  being  the  date  of  his  com- 
mirfion  to  the  Centurron,  then  lying  in  Macao  river. 
Not  long  after  the  matter  was  adjufted,  as  already  related, 
that  is  to  lay,  about  the  month  of  April  1745,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Lion,  of  nxty  guns,  a   (hip 


•  Some  accounts  fay  he  was  a  lieutenant  of  that  fhip. 

+  Si'c  vol.  iv.   p.  108. 

"^  He  w:is,  neverthclefs,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  England, 
ofHcially  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  appointed  to  the  Mary 
G^iiiey. 

^  Rationed 
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(tationed  to  cruife  rn  the  Channel.  His  firft  fii 
the  capture  of  a  privateer,  mounting  ten  carriage  and  (even 
fwivel  gunSy  with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  men, 
which  had  long  infefted  the  Channel ;  and  had  a  (hort 
time  before  captured  the  Mediator  (loop  of  war.  This 
firft  fuccefsy  which  he  met  with  on  the  29th  of 
June,  '745>  ^hen  on  his  paflage  from  Portfmouth  to 
Plymouth,  appeared  but  as  the  prelude  to  that  high  re- 
nown he  gained,  on  the  9th  of  the  enfuing  month,  in  an 
encounter  with  a  French  (hip  of  the  line ;  the  particulars 
are  officially  related  in  the  following  manner. 

"  On  Tucfday,  the  9th  of  tl.is  month,  his  majefty's 
fhip  the  Lion,  of  fifty-eight  guns,  being  in  the  latitikle 
of  47.  57.  N.  and  W.  from  the  meridian  of  the  Lizard 
39  leagues,  captain  Brett,  her  commander,  faw  two  fail 
to  leeward,  to  which  he  immediately  bore  down,  and  by 
three  in  the  afternoon  made  them  to  be  two  of  the  enemy  s 
fhips.  By  four  o'clock  he  was  within  two  miles  of  them : 
they  then  hoifted  French  colours  and  fhortened  fail.  One 
of  them  was  a  man  of  war,  of  fiKty^four  guns;  and  the 
other  a  (hip  of  fixtecn  guns.  At  five  the  Lion  ran  along- 
fide  the  large  fhip  and  began  to  engage  within  piftol»fhot. 
^Hiefhipscontinued  in  that  fituation  until  ten,  during  which 
time  they  kept  a  continual  fire  at  each  other  ;  when  the 
Lion's  rigging  being  cut  to  pieces,  her  mizen-maft, 
mizcn-top  mad,  main-yurd,  fore-top-fail-yard,  and  main- 
top-fail-yard  (liot  away ;  all  her  lowcr-mafts  and  top« 
mads  (hot  throu^h  in  many  places,  fo  that  fhe  lay  muzzled 
in  the  fea,  and  could  do  nothing  with  her  fails:  the 
French  fliip  (hcered  off,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  was  out 
of  fight,  the  Lion  not  being  able  to  follow  her.  The 
fmall  (hip  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  made  two 
attempts  to  rake  the  Lion,  but  was  (oon  beat  ofF  by  her 
flern  chace,  and  after  that  lay  oiF  at  a  great  diftance. 
Forty-five  of  the  Lion*s  men  were  killed  outright,  and 
one  hundred  and  feven  wounded,  feven  of  whom  died  of 
their  wounds  foon  after. 

Captain  Brett  was  wounded  and  very  much  bruifed  in 
the  arm  ;  and  his  mafler  had  his  right  arm  (hot  off  in  the 
beginning  of  the  engagement.  His  lieutenants  were  all 
wounded  two  hours  before  the  a£lion  was  over;  never- 
thelefs  they  would  not  leave  the  dcck|  but  continued 

encou- 
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encouraging  the  men  to  the  laft,  excepting  the  fifft  lieu- 
tenant who  was  fo  much  hurt  that  he  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  off  at  nine  o'clock,  not  being  able  to  Hand  any 
longer. 

The  bravery  ♦  manifefted  by  this  gentleman  on  the 
foregoing  occafion  was  rendered  more  confequential  to 
his  country,  from  the  circumdance  of  the  (hip  which  he 
had  engaged  being  convoy  to  the  frigate  in  which  the 
Ton  of  the  Pretender,  then  on  his  paflage  to  Scotland,  had 
embarked.  Some  judgement  may  be  formedi  of  the  in- 
trinfic  fervice  rendered  to  Britain,  by  the  foregoing  en- 
counter, from  the  following  extract  of  a  private  letter 
from  the  Hague,  dated  July  the  30th. 

**  The  frigate,  on  board  which  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Pretender  had  embarked,  was  joined  oiF  Belleifle  'by  the 
Elizabeth,  of  fixty-fix  guns*  They  intended  to  go-round 
Ireland,  and  land  in  Scotland,  but  were  met  on  the  2otli 
by  fome  Engliih  merchant-fhips,  convoyed  by  three  (hips 
of  war  ;  one  of  which,  the  Lion,  bore  down  on  the  Eli- 
zabeth and  attacked  her ;  upon  which  the  Pretender  failed 
away  in  the  frigate.  The  fight  laded  nine  hours,  but 
night  coming  on,  the  Elizabeth,  quite  difabled,  got  away 
to  Bred;  the  captain  and  fixty-four  men  killed,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-fix  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  a  great 
number  flightly.  She  had  on  board  400,0001.  (lerling, 
and  arras  for  feveral  thoufand  men." 

*  Admiral  Vernon,  in  a  fpeech  made  by  him  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  the  vear  1747,  in  oppofition  to  a  motion  oF  lord  Baltimore's, 
for  bringing  in  a  bill  to  refcrve  a  portion  of  the  captures  of  merchani- 
ihips,  and  thereby  encourage  that  of  Qiips  of  war,  makes  the  follow- 
ing highly  honourable  mention  of  captain  Brett. 

**  1  have  been  too  long  engaged  in  naval  affairs  not  to  know  feveral 
of  the  fea  officers.  I  have,  by  tbofe  opportunities  of  knowing  them, 
found  them  to  be  men  who  would  omit  no  occafion  of  being  (er- 
viceable  to  their  country;  and  to  appeal  from  imagination  to  certain 
fa£ls,  feveral  of  them  have  fliewn  as  much  alacrity  in  attacking  fliipg 
of  war  as  they  have  in  taking  merchant  (hips;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  the 
reft  are  ready  to  do  it,  whenever  occafion  (hall  offer.  Thit  this  it 
the  charader  which,  at  leafl,  fome  of  our  officers  defcrve,  is  proved  by 
the  gallant  behaviour  of  feveral,  and  particularly  captain  Brett.  Did 
that  gentleman  behave  as  if  he  wanted  farther  encouragement  to  per* 
form  his  duty  ?  Did  he  not  attack  a  (hip  of  fuj>erior  force  to  bis  own, 
and  with  fuch  courage  and  (kill  as  brought  honour  to  himfclf,  his 
country,  and  the  Britifli  flag  ?'* 

Vol.  V.  CL  The 
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The  force  of  the  blow  given,  in  this  inftance,  to  tRr 
embryo  of  rebellion,  may  be  ealily  admitted.  The  blood 
of  ihoufands  was,  not  improbably  faved,  by  the  foregoing 
event  ;  and  humanity  mnll  ever  rejoice  more  at  the  pre- 
vention, than  the  cure  of  an  evil, 

Wc  hr.vc  no  farther  accoijnt  of  this  gentleman,  or  the 
particular  fervices  on  which  he  was  employed,  till  the 
year    1747,    when    he    commanded    the    Yarmouth,    of 
fixty-fonr  giins^  one  of  the  fquadron,  under  Mr,  Anfon^ 
which,  in  ^he  month  of  May,  defeated  and  captured  that 
©f  France,  commanded  by  monlietir  De  la  Jonquiere.  He 
was  one  of  the  captains  fent,  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
adk>n,  in  piirfuii  of  the  convoy^  of  which  Mr.  Campbell,, 
and  other  hiftorians,.  aifert,  two  only  were  captured,  the 
Vigilante  and  Modelte,  of  twenty-two  guns  each,  the  relt 
of  the  ttiips  having  made  their  efcape.     We  find,  how- 
ever, it  lialfcrted,  pcremptorily,.in  the  periodical  publica- 
tions of  the   time,   that    five  more    French   Ihips  were 
brought  into  Portfmouth,  and  three  into  Plymouth,     Mr. 
Brett  quitted  the  command  of  the  Yarmouth  almofl  im- 
mediately on  his  return  iato  port;  and  we  do  not  know  to* 
what  ihip  he  was  afterwards  appointed,  as  we  do  not  find 
any  mention  made  of  him  during  the  war,,  except  his 
having  been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,. 
aflbmblcd  at  Portfmouth  in  the  month  of  November  fol- 
lowing, for  the  trial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent. 

On  the  3(1  of  Jamiary,  1753*  he  received  the  honour 
of  knigluliood  from  hi»  najtity,  in  confequence  of  his 
having  carried  him  to  Holland  inflead  of  fir  C.  Molloy  ;. 
ami  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  Caroline  yacht,  as  fucccHbr  to  that  gentleman.  In 
this  vtllcl  w<;  believe  him  to  have  continued  till  the  month 
of  September  1755,  when,  on  the  daily  expectation  of  a 
rupture  with  France,  fir  Piercy  was  appointed  to  the 
Cambridge.  In  the  month  of  November,  or  December 
1756,  he  removed  back  into  the  Caroline  yacht._  How 
long  he  coniinticd  in  that  veflcl  is  notexa£lly  known ;  but,, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  175^,  we  find  him  commo- 

♦  About  this  I'me  wc  believe  him  to  have  been  clipftcd  rcprefcn- 
tarive  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Queenborough,  and  not  long^ 
ifterwaids  chofcn  one  of  the  elder  breibreii  ol  the  Trinity. boufe. 

dore 
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^^^  2:0th  or  7        7/5,  fo  be  viV«  ^  ''^'  as  he  u^         ^'^^ 
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Kem.  "  De  momiis  nil  n'rfi  bonutn,"  is  an  old  adage; 
bui  if  ever  it  (hotild  bt  uftd  in  lelaiton  lo  this  gcndc- 
inan,  wc  have  To  xdA,  ihat  whether  lining  or  dead,  the 
voice  of  ilai.dcr  ^ni  malevolence  was  abathed  at  bis  mani- 
fold virtues,  ever  (iicnl  not  only  at  his  approach,  but  even 
at  the  bare  mention  of  hi*  natne. 

CALMADY,  Warwick,— was.  on  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1 743,  app'iinicd  catiiain  of  the  Lively  frigate,  and 
foon  afteiwardi  oidcred  lo  Jamaica.  On  his  pafljgc  from 
thence  10  England,  in  the  month  of  May  174+.  he  fell  in 
with  three  French  privateers,  mounting  ihiily  guns  each, 
■which  he  engaged  for  an  hour  and  an  half;  when  having 
all  his  running  rigging  (hot  away,  and  lindtng  the  enemy 
uere  making  atieinpis  10  board  him,  he  put  before 
the  ivind  and  lelt  ihcm.  The  gallantry  difplayed  on  ihii; 
occafion  by  Mr.  Calmady,  was  cenainly  very  highly  coitrj^^ 
fiiiciiousi  and  his  good  fortune,  in  having  prefer^xd  h^^^f 
ftiip  from  the  atjaclis  of  a  force  treble  his  uun,  was  rcU^^H 
dered  the  more  remarkable  from  the  circumflance  of  M^^H 
naving  been  Jotally  unacquainted  that  a  rupnire  had 
taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  till  the  fire 
of  his  antagonills  informed  him  <'f  it.  His  Ihip  was, 
ncverihckrs,  completely  ready  for  adion  ;  and  this  anec- 
dote, if  lelTons  and  examples  were  necdfary  on  fuch  an  oc- 
caHon,  might  prove  an  ufeful  hint  to  commanders  at  fta, 
even  in  the  lime  of  profound  peace,  to  be  always  prepared 
for  defence,  or  the  chaflifcment  even  of  the  llighieft  infult. 
Capiain  Calmady  having,  on  the  cnfiiing  day,  fallen  in 
^'ith  a  French  fchouner,  bound  from  Maninico  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  ihniighl  hinifelf  jiUlified,  as  he  undoubtedly 
was,  in  detaining,  and  bringing  her  inio  port.  Soon  after 
his  return  he  was  appointed  to  the  Weymouth,  of  fixty 
guns,  and  ordered  out  to  the  Weft  Indies  to  join  Mr. 
Knowles,  who  was  then  commodore  on  that  (lation.  C 
the  l6ih  of  Fehrnary,  I74S>  'his  'hip  unfortunately  ftti; 
on  a  reef  near  Sandy  Ifland,  at  the  entrance  of  St.  ' 
mad.  The  accident,  with  ilB  preccdini 
quired  into  by  a  coun-minblt  Mr.  V 
moft  imcquivocall]  •  »  -  •  -"" 
lieutuiuil  fl 


NAVAL  OTFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.  245 

the  pilot  fcntenced  to  be  feiit  to  England  and  imprifoned 
x^vo  years  in  the  Marfhalfea. 

Captain  Calmady,  immediately  after  his  acquittal,  is 
faid  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  Launcefton,  of  forty- 
four  gims,  one  of  the  (hips  prefently  afterwards  employed, 
under  comiTiodore  Warren,  in  the  fiege  of  Loiiifburg. 
We  do  not  find  any  mention  made  of  his  having  a  fubfc- 

?uent   command,   or  being   again  engaged  in   fervicc, 
rom   which   he  retired  altogether,    according   to   Mr. 
Hardy's  account,  on  the  2d  of  February,  17^7* 

CAITORD,  Charles, — was,  on  the  14th  of  O(9obcr, 
1743,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lyme  frigate.  rThe 
commands  and  fervices  on  which  he  was  employed  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  were,  unhappily  for  him,  of  fo 
little  confcquence,  that  the  only  mention  we  find  made 
of  him  during  that  period  is,  his  having  been  one  of  the 
members  of  the  conrt-martial  convened  for  the  trial  of 
vice-admiral  Leftock.  He  appears,  neverthelefs,  to  have 
been  in  high  eftimation  as  a  worthy  and  a  brave  man« 
In  the  month  of  January  1749,  we  find  him  captain  of  the 
Monmouth,  and  in  February  1753,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Berwick,  a  (hip  of  feventy  gtms,  (Rationed  as  a 
guard-(hip  at  Portfmouth.  In  the  month  of  March 
1755,  he  removed  into  the  Captain,  a  (hip  of  the  fame 
force  and  rate,  commi(fione;!  alio  at  the  fame  port.  Early 
in  the  year  1756,  he  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  with 
the  unforttmate  Mr.  Byng.  He  behaved  with  all  the  fpirit 
due  to  his  chara£ler  and  llation,  in  the  ihortand  indecifivQ 
flcirmifli  with  the  French  fleet  off  lyiinorca,  having  had 
fix  men  killed  and  thirty  wounded.  He  was  one  of  the 
oflicers  ordered  home  as  an  evidence  on  the  trial  of  his 
unfortunate  admiral,  but  unhappily  died,  when  on  his 
paflTage,  on  the  24th  of  September  1756,  the  (hip  he  was 
on  board  of  not  having  then  reached  Gibraltar. 

DODD,  Edward,  —  was,  in  the  earlier  part  of  hisXer« 
vice,  Ueutenant  of  the  Dragon*,  at  that  time  commanded  by 
Mr.  Barney  and  on  the  25th  of  January  1743*  was  pro- 

*  From  his  advanced  age,  confidehnK  bis  rank,  he  was  generally 
Icnown  in  the  fervice  by  the  name  of  Old  DoJd.  He  was  fcvcrcly 
woanded  in  the  Ihoulder  at  the  attack  of  a  xebcck,  which  he  was  fcnc 
in  purfuitof,  as  commanding  ofiiccr  of  the  Diagon's  boats.  The  enemy 
^A-as,  however,  captured.  Being  afterwards  commifliuned,  was  given 
ty  Mr.  Dodd,  and  called  the  Dragon's  Prize. 

0^3  muted 
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motcd  to  be  captain  of  the  Blandford,  a  twenty-gun  (hip. 
We  have  the  following  account  of  an  afFair  in  which  he 
was  concerned,  from  a  MS.  memorandum,  dated  in  the 
month  of  June  1745. 

"  His  majcfty's  fhip  the  Blandford,  of  twenty  guns, 
captain  Dodd  commander,  has  had  the  misfortune  to  faH 
in  with  a  French  fquadron  of  feven  fail,  between  Lifbon 
and  Gibraltar,  and  was  fent  to  Bred.  The  captain  was 
threatened  with  being  hanged  if  he  did  not  difcoverto  the 
commodore  whether  there  was  any  Englifh  fpuadron  at 
fea.     This  he  very  bravely  refufed  to  comply'with.*' 

No  notice  is  taken  of  the  foregoing  event  in  any  hiftory 
pr  printed  account,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcovcr; 
nor  is  even  the  capture  of  the  above  veflel  ever  named. 
Captain  Dodd  docs  not  appear  to  have  had  any  fubfequent 
appointment;  nor  have  we  been  able  to  afcert;ain^  with 
any  prccifion,  the  time  of  his  death,  bpt  believe  it  to  have 
happened  abopt  the  vear  1763. 

FIELDING,  William, — was  the  fecond  fon  of  John 
Fii.-lding,  D.  D.  canon  of  Salifhury,  and  his  firft  wife, 
Snfannah,  daughter  of  fir  Robert  Booth,  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  in  Ireland.  This  gentleman 
havini^,  as  is  remarked  by  Collins,  pa  fled  through  the 
fcvcral  fuhordinntc  ftations,  was,  from  being  cotn- 
mandrr  of  the  Fly  floop  on  the  Irifh  ftation,  promoted, 
on  the  I  irh  of  January,  1742-3,  to  the  rank  of  captain  in 
the  navy,,  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Bridge- 
:ivater,  a  Ihip  of  twenty  guns.  This  (hip  was  unfortu- 
nately loft,  at  Newfoundland,  on  the  i8lh  of  September 
followinj^;  but  captain  Fielding  being  very  honourably 
nrquittedof  all  blame  on  that  occafion,  was, in  the  month  of 
May  I7*!4,  appointed  to  the  Pearl,  of  forty-four  guns;  in 
which  Ihip  he  continued  till  it  was  ordered  to  th?  Ealt 
Indies  with  commodore  Griflin.  We  have  no  farther  ac- 
count of  the  commiilions  he  held,  or  the  fervices  on  which 
he  was  employed,  except  that,  at  fome  intervening  period, 
he  is  faid  to  have  commanded  the  St.  George,  a  guard  fhip 
at  Spithcad.  In  1755  lie  commanded  the  Fly  (loop,  but 
with  the  rank  of  poli  captain;  and  in  1762  wa^  put  on  the 
fuperanniiatul  liii  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear- 
admiral,  lie  continued  to  live  ever  afterwards  in  retire- 
ifuenl,  at  Pi  (hops  Waltham,  in  the  county  of  HantSj  where 
|\e  died  on  the  23d  of  September^  1773.  ,        • 

'  .  GAGE, 
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CAGE,  John,— ^The  name  of  this  gentleman  is  very 
improperly  omitted  in  Mr.  Hardy's  and  many  other  lifts 
of  naval  captains,  an  omifTion  moft  probably  owing  to  the 
flvort  time  he  unhappily  held  that  rank.  As  a  commander, 
wc  find  him  in  the  Lightnijig  firelhip,  and  afterwards,  in 
1740,  in  the  Carcafe  bomb-ketch  :  he  was  from  thence 
removed  into  the  Otter  floop  of  war,  in  which  veflTel  he 
behaved  with  much  gallantry  in  the  Weft  Indies,  tmder 
commodore  Knowles.  Being  ordered  from  the  fquadron 
tochaoe  a  Spanifti  (hip,  mounting  twenty  two  gims,  and 
full  of  men,  he  came  up  with  and  attacked  her  with  tlje 
utmoft  gallantry,  though  more  than  double  his  force.  The 
adlion  continued  nearly  two  hours  till  the  enemy  was 
driven  clofe  under  the  forts  of  Porto  Cavallo,  and  a  large 
Spanifli  galley  with  three  hundred  men  in  her,  coming  out 
to  their  countrymen's  refaie,  confequently  deprived  cap- 
tain Gage  of  the  well-earned  fruits  of  his  bravery.  He 
was  on  the  24th  of  February,  1743,  immediately  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  unfuccefsful  attack  on  La  Guira,  promoted, 
by  the  commodore,  to  be  captain  of  the  Lively  frigate ;  in 
which  command  he  dicd^  in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the  2d  of 
Auguft  following. 

GODDARD,  Samuel, — was,  on  the  ift  of  February, 
1743,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Deal  Caftle.  He 
was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Lynn,  of  forty  gtins,  one 
of  the  Weft  India  fquadron  under  Mr.  Knowles.  He 
was  brought  to  a  court-martial,  by  that  gentleman,  in  the 
month  of  February  1745,  on  a  charge  of  having  fufFcrcd 
a  Spanifti  ftiip, belonging  to  admiral  De  Torres 's  fquadron, 
to  efcape  from  him  off  Porto  Rico,  though  the  enemy  was 
ill  a  v^ry  di fabled  ftate,  being  under  jui-y  main,  and  mizen 
ii>a(ts.  It  was  proved  on  the  trial  that  he  was  in  fome 
<k-L;ree  deranged  in  his  mind;  in  confequence of  which  he 
was  difmiffed  from  his  command,  and  does  not  appear  to 
ha\  •  ever  recov.  red  in  a  fnfficient  degree  to  enable  him 
to  l;old  any  fubfeqiient  commiffion.  ^  He  died  in  England 
on  the  5th  of  November,  1762. 

MARSH,  William, — in  1742,  was  commander  of  the 
Terrible  bomb-ketch.  He  was  promoted,  on  the  25th 
of  May,  1743,  to  be  captain  of  the  Sterling  Caftle*,  one 
of  the  lliips  belonging  to  the  Mediterranean  fleet.     He 

*  Mr.  Hardy  and  roauy  others  Ciy  the  Elizabeth. 

0^4  was 
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ivas  qtiicltly  Tcmoved  into  ihc  Royal  Oak ;  but  this,  how- 
IS  quite  a  temporary  command,  by  order  only.  Hi 
returned  back  for  a  few  days  into  his  original  velTc!, 
Terrible,  and  was  from  ihente  removed  into  the  Winchel- 
fea,  of  which  (hip  he  was  ciptain  at  the  memorable  cncoun- 
kT  with  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  oft'  Toulon,  betog 
ordered  by  the  admiral  towatch  the  entrance  of  the  port  jujt 
iiienliiincd,  and  the  movemeDlsof  tbcci>n)bined  ileets.  He 
3C(]tiillcd  himrcir  with  llu;  greateft  diligence  and  addrcfs  in 
(his  fervicc,  as  well  as  that  of  a  fimilar  tiaiiirein  »bichhB 
vras  employed  after  tbe  etiemy  came  out.  He  returned  to 
England  in  the  Winclidfea  about  the  end  of  the  Ikinc 
year;  and  whatever  fcrvices  or  commands  be  might  be 
employed  in  fiibfcqucnt  to  this  time,  were  fo  uncoD- 
fequcniial*,  that  wc  find  no  mention  whatever  made  of 
him  till  tbe  year  1758,  when  he  commanded  the  NalTau, 
of  fixly-four  guns.  He  was  in  this  ypar  appointed  com- 
modore of  a  fmal!  fquadron  deftined  for  the  attack  of  the 
French  fciilcmcnl  in  the  river  Senegal.  Its  force  confiff- 
edof  iheNalTau  before  mentioned ;  the  Harwich,  of  fifty; 
and  the  Rye,  of  twenty  guns:  the  Swan  (loop  of  war,  and 
two  billies.  The  land-forces  amounted  to  two  hundred 
marines,  commanded  by  major  Mafon;  a  fmall  detach- 
ment of  artillery  men.  tindcr  captain  Walker,  with  a  train 
sf  ten  pieces  of  cannon  and  eight  mortars. 

Captain  Marlh,  attended  by  Mr.  Gumming,  a  quaber^ 
who  was  the  original  projeiSlur  of  the  expedition,  failed 
from  Plymouth  on  the  9th  o|'  March  \  and  after  touching 
at  the  illiind  of  Tcnetifte.  where  the  Ibipstook  in  afiipply 
of  water  and  other  iiecelfaries,  came  lo  an  anchor  at  ilic 
cnlraiKc  of  the  river  Senegal,  on  the  241I1  of  April.  Fort 
Louis,  by  which  the  feltlcmcul  is  defended,  is  liiualcd  on 
tbe  ifland  of  Senegal,  about  four  leagues  within  the 
lv;r.  The  governor,  foon  as  the  Briiilh  forve  was  difco- 
vered,  fenl  down  an  armed  brig  and  fix  (loops  to  difputc 
the  pair^tjic.  In  tlic  inierim  the  boats  of  tJic  fleet  weic 
fuiploved  in  putting  the  ammunition  and  Dores,  nccellary 
for  liic  aiuck.  on  board  the  fmall  ciafi  ticlqn^ng  10  the 
fqiiadt'ii ;  and  a  ikitinifli,  protlu^ve  qf  pa  ooofequcnce, 
I'fok  [lUcc  between  than !md^U^|ilbB^R^'<9i'<^- 
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bufs,  having  difcovered  the  proper  channel,  feized  the 
opportunity  of  a  change  of  the  wind,  and  paffing  the  bar,,  ' 
came  to  an  anchor  within,  where  he  lay  unfupported, 
though  expofed  till  night  to  all  the  fire  the  enemy  could 
make.  He  was  the  next  morning  joined  by  tfie  remainder 
of  the  flotilla,  and  a  fmart  engagement  eiifued,  which  was 
warmly  maintained  on  both  fides  till  the  bufles  and  another 
of  the  fmallcr  veflels  ran  aground.  The  troops  immediately 
took  to  their  boats,  and  pnflied  for  the  (hore,  where  thcjr 
made  the  neceflary  difpoiitions  to  defend  themfelves,  tiu 
the  landing  of  the  corps  of  volunteer  feamen,  amounting 
in  number  to  three  hundred  and  fifty,  on  the  following 
day,  rendered  their  force  fufficiently  formidable  for  them 
to  undertake  oflinfive  operations. 

Thefe  the  enemy  did  not  allow  them  time  to  com- 
mence, for  the  corps  laft-mentioned  had  fcarcely 
landed,  when  deputies*  came  out  of  the  fort,  from  the 
French  commandant,  with  offers  to  capitulate.  The 
terms  were  arranged  and  agreed  to  in  the  courfe  of,  the 
day  by  the  commodore  and  major  Mafon :  fo  that  this 
far  from  inconfiderable  conqueit  was  achieved  not  only 
without  difficulty,  but  happily  alfo  without  a  finele  perfon 
being  killed  or  wounded  on  either  fide.  This  uiccefs 
encouraged  the  commodore  to  make  an  attempt  on  Goree, 
a  much  more  confiderable  and  better  fortified  fettlement, 
belonging  to  France,  on  the  fame  coaft,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  thirty  leagues.  The  force,  however,  being  totally 
inadequate  to  fuch  an  undertaking,  its  failure  was  little  to 
be  wondered  at;  though  we  muft  not  omit  inferting,  that, 
to  the  honour  of  the  commodore  and  the  principal  officers 
who  direfted  the  attack,  the  meafures  taken  by  them 
to  cover  and  fecure  the  retreat  of  the  afiailants,  were  fo 
prudent  and  judicious,  that  the  lofs  they  fuftained  was 
almofl  too  trivial  to  be  called  a  repulfe. 

Captain  Marfh  paifed  over  from  the  coall  of  Guinea 

to  the  Weft  Indies,  which  is  the  ufual  route  of  the  (hips  rf 

war  annually  fent  on  the  African  (tation.     He  does  not 

appear  to  have  had  any  opportunity  of  particularly  diftin- 

guifhing  himfelf  while  in  this  part  of^the  world.     He 

removed  into  the  Harwich  fometime  after  the  reduSion  of 

Senegal,  and  was   unfortunately  loft  on   the   ifland   of 

Pieras,  commonly  called  Pines,  in  the  year  1760.  Captain 

I.  ■'       ■        '  ■ 

♦  On  the  goth  of  April, 
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Marih  and  his  crew  wrre  happily  faved.  He  returned  to 
England  fome  (hart  time  afterwards,  and  retired  from  the 
fcrvice,  in  1762,  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  fuperan- 
fiuated  rear-admiral.  He  died  in  England  on  the  15th  of 
O^ober,  1765. 

MOORE,  Sir  John.— We  believe  the  firft,  or  if  not, 
among  the  earlieft  of  the  naval  appointments  held  by  this 
centleman,  was  that  of  mid(hipman  on  board  the  Shore- 
ham:  he  afterwards  ferved  in  the  fame  (lation  in  the  Tor- 
xington.  He  was  afterwards  a  lieutenant  in  the  Lancailer, 
cotemporary  with  Mr.  James  Young,  who,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  lived,  mod  defervedly,  to  attain  to  nearly  the 
ligheil  rank,  as  an  admiral,  in  the  fervice.  Mr.  Moore 
was  next  taken,  by  Mr.  Mathews,  to  be  one  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  his  own  (hip*.  On  the  24th  of  December, 
1743,  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Dolphin, 
other  accounts  fay  the  Squirrel,  but  in  a  very  (hort  time 
afterwards  removed  back  into  the  Dolphin,  being  pcr- 
fuaded  by  Mr.  Barnet,  who  was  then  going  out  to  the 
.£aft  Indies,  to  accompany  him.  This  folicitation  was 
owing  entirely  to  the  high  opinion  entertained  of  him  by 
the  commodore,  and  is  too  honourable  a  tedimonv  of  this 
gentleman's  worth  to  be  omitted,  or  (lightly  noticed.  He 
returned  to  England  in  the  Deptford  t  with  a  convoy  of 
India  (hips,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  friend  and  comman- 
der, and  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Dcvoiiihire,  a  (hip 
memorable  for  having  been  that  which  carried  fir  Edward 
Hawke's  flag  when  L'Etendiere  was  defeated :  nor  need 
wc  add  any  thing  to  the  very  honourable  encomium  be- 
llowed on  his  condudl  by  the  admiral,  who  fent  him  as 
the  me(renger  of  his  vidory. 

*  He  did  not  continue  with  him  to  wait  his  turn  for  promotion,  Iinr- 
ifig,'  as  the  readicfi  mode  of  obtaining  it,  returned  to  England  in  11,2 
l^enox,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  admiral  himfelf. 

+  Into  which  ihip  he  removed  after  the  arrival  of  the  fquadron  mi 
the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  death  of  captain  Philipfon,  on  the  3otli  of 
March,  1745,  till  which  time  he  continued  in  the  Dolphin.  A  |..!i- 
ticolar  account  of  the  feveral  occurrences  which. took  place  while  he 
held  this  command  have  been  already  j;iven  in  the  life  of  the  earl  of 
Northcfk,  with  whom  he  was  detached,  by  the  commodore,  for  the 
flrcights  of  Malacca,  foon  after  the  fquadron  quitted  Madagafcar. 
•  N.B.  Campbell,  as  well  as  all  other  hiflorians,  crroncoufly  flatc 
this  fliip  to  have  been  the  Diamond,  a  miftake  they  have  fallen  into  by 
■following  the  authority  of  the  official  accounts  with  which,  flrangc  to 
fay,  the  blunder  originates. 

**  I  have 
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'*  I  have  fent  (fays  the  rear-admiral)  this  cxprefs  by 
captain  Moore,  of  the  Devonfhire;  and  it  would  be  doing 
great  injuftice  to  merit  not  to  fay,  that  he  iignalifed  him- 
felf  greatly  in  the  action.*' 

As  the  bearer  of  intelligence  fo  interefting  and  glorious, 
he  received  the  cuftomary  p'refent  from  his  majefty  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  Early  in  the  year  1749  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Monmouth  5  but,  as  is  to  be  expe&ed 
in  time  of  peace,  we  hear  nothing  of  him  after  this 
time  till  the  year  1756*,  when  he  was,  either  in 
the  month  of  March,  or  April,  re-appointed  to  his  old 
fhip  the  Devon  (hi re  t.  No  particular  fiibfequent  mention 
is  made  of  him  till  the  year  1758,  when  he  was  cora* 
mander-in-chicf,  with  the  rank  of  commodore,  on  the 
Weft  India  (lation,  having  his  broad  pendant  on  bo^rd  the 
Cambridge.  Nothing  material  took  place  till  the  month 
of  January  1759,  when,  having  been  joined  by  a  rein- 
forcement from  England,  conliiting  of  eight  fliips  of  two 
decks,  with  a  frigate  and  four  bomb- ketches,  under  com* 
modore  Hughes,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  under 
the  command  of  general  Hopfon,  he  failed  on  an  expedi* 
tion  againil  Martinico,  which  iUand  was  marked  out  as 
the  firft  obje6l  of  attack.  The  troops  were  landed  on  the 
1 6th  ;  but  many  unforefeen  difficulties,  and  impediments 
appearing,  which  were  deemed  infiiperable  by  a  force  no 
greater  than  that  under  the  joint  commanders,  the  attack 
was  declined,  and  the  army  reimbarkcd  without  oppofition. 
After  a  demur  of  two  or  three  days  as  to  the  expediency  of 
making  an  attack  on  any  other  part  of  the  iiland  than  that 
firlt  alfaulted,  it  was  agre.d  to  be  moft  advantageous  for 
the  public  fcrvice,  that  the  fquadron  and  its  convoy  ihould^ 
without  delay,  proceed-to  Guadaloupe,  to  the  conqueftcrf* 
which  the  fquadron,  and  troops  it  efcorted,  were  deemed 
perfectly  competent. 

The  comiriodore  arrived  off  the  town  of  Baffeterre  on 
the  22d  of  January,  and  immediately  removed  his  pendant 
into  the  Woolwich,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  better  able 

*  Except  that  during  a  part  of  the  peace  he  commaDded  the  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  yacht,  which  he  relinquifhed  when  the  armaineat  took 
place  in  1755. 

f  At  the  concluGon  of  the  year  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  Mr. 
Byng*s  court-martial,  and  was  one  pf  thofe  who  wilhcd  die  oath  of 
fccrecy  might  be  difpenfcd  with. 

to 
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to  fuperintend  and  direfl  the  attack  than  he  could  have 
been  had  he  continued  in  the  Cambridge  and  been  perfo- 
nally  engaged  in  it.     The  neccifary  difpofitions  were  made 
on  the  following  day,  and  with  fuch  vigour  and  efFcft  was 
the  aflault  executed,  that  all  the  batteries,  and  the  fort 
itfelf  were  fo  completely  filenced  by  night«  as  to  enable 
the  troops  which  were  landed  on  the  24th,  to  take  poifef- 
fion  of  them  without  lofs,  or  even  moleftation.     Tlie 
charader  of  the  commodore  was  much  traduced  by  fome 
perfons,  for  his  behaviour  on  the   foregoing  occafion, 
and,  as  it  appears,  very  undeferveiUy  fo.     The  exception 
taken  againft  him  appears  to  have  been  principally  founded 
on  his  quitting  his  itation  in  the  line,  as  already  dated,  and 
coing  on  board  a  frigate.     But  however  unprecedented 
luch  a  meafure  might  at  that  time  be,  few  perfons  can 
doubt  but  that  it  would,  on  many  accounts,  be  more  ad« 
vantageous  to  the  fervice,  were  it  to  become  a  general  and 
unalterable  pra3ice.     The  only  ground  on  which  cenfure 
could,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  be  founded,  is  decidedly  and 
completely  done  away  by  the  very  fpirited  perfonal  carriage 
of  the  commodore  on  all  the  numerous  preceding,  as  well 
as  fome  fubfequent  occafions,  and  the  very  confpicuous  gal- 
lantry he  had  on  ail  fuch  opportunities  uniformly  difplayed. 
To  return  to  the  event  of  the  expedition,  fuffice  it  to 
fay,  it  was  concluded  by  the  furrender  of  the  whole  iiland, 
which,  from  its  peculiar  (Irength,  the  heat  of  the  climate, 
and  the  great  force  of  the  enemy,  was  enabled  to  hold  out 
for  three  months.    The  capitulation  was  ligned  on  the  ift 
of  May.     Nothing  material  took  place  after  this  time 
during  the  continuance  of  the  commodore  on  the  Weft 
India  flation,  from  whence,  having  previoufly  removed 
into  the  Berwick,  he  returned  with  a  convoy,  and  arrived 
in  the  Downs  on  the  23d  of  June,  1760.     He  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  again  inverted  with  any  command  till 
his  promotion  to  be  a  flag  officer.     His  firll  advancement, 
which  took  place  on  the   21ft  of  Oftober,   1762,  was 
to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red.     He  was  appoint- 
ed, according  to  Campbell,  to  command  in  the  Downs 
during  the  Ihort  continuance  of  the  war  \  but  during  that 


♦  Its  furrcndf  r  was  critical,  for  in  a  few  hours  afterwards, M.Bompart 
arrivcH  with  a  (irong  (quadron  to  its  relief;  bat  facariog  of  the  event 
immcdiattly  returned  to  Martinico. 

period 
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period  no  material  occurrence  or  event  happened. 
On  the  ill  of  March,  1766,  he  was  created  a  baronet, 
and  waSy  not  long  afterwards,  invefted  with  the  Portf- 
moiith  command.  This  ftation  he  retained  during  the 
ufually  allotted  period,  having  pafled  through  it  with  that 
dull  want  of  incident  confequent  to  a  time  of  profound 
peace.  On  Od.  18,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  vice-admiral  of  the  bliie„  and  on  the  24th  enfuing  of  the 
wh  ite,  as  he  was  to  that  of  the  red  on  March  3 1 » 1 775 ;  and,i 
laftly,  on  Jan.  29, 1778,  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue.  As  he 
had  no  appointment  pofterior  to  that  at  Portfrnouth,  which 
we  have  already  related,  our  farther  account  of  this  gentle- 
man is  neceffarily  confined  to  a  mere  memorandum  of  his 
feveral  promotions,  among  which  we  mull  not  forget  to 
record,  that  he  was,  early  in  the  year  1771,  invefted  with 
the  order  of  the  Bath. 

He  died  in  the  year  1779;  and,  notwithftanding  thena 
fmall  degree  of  obloquy  raifed  againd  him  on  a  particular 
occafion,  which  we  have  already  pointed  out, and,  in  juftice 
to  him,  endeavoured  to  controvert,  he  left  behind  him,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  impartial,  unprejudiced  and  intelligent, 
the  honeftly  earned  charader  of  an  able,  a  judicious,  agood 
officer,  and  of  a  worthy  man. 

PITMAN,  John. — ^This  gentleman  was,  on  Feb.  8, 
1742-3,  appointed  from  the  Cruifer  (loop  to  be  captain  of 
the  Aldborough,  as  fucceflbr  to  capt.  Toms,  who  tnen  re- 
moved into  the  Alderney.  During  the  enfuing  fpring  he  was 
employed  as  a  cruifer,  in  which  occupation  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  capture  a  valuable  French  prize  from  Martinico, 
bound  to  Havre  de  Grace.  A  gentleman  of  the  fame  name 
was  in  the  enfuing  year  commander  of  the  Salta(h  floop 
of  war  on  the  coait  of  Scotland,  and  has  been  improperly 
confounded  with  this  perfon ;  but  the  former  never  attained 
to  the  rank  of  captain,  the  Saltafli  having  overfet  not  long 
after  the  time  juft  mentioned;  the  commander  and  the 
major  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  crew,  perifhed  on 
that  unfortunate  occafion.  Little  other  mention  is  made  of 
capt. Pitman,except that, in  I745an(l  i746,hewasoneofthe 
members  of  the  court-martials  convened  for  the  trials  of 
the  officers  charged  with  mifconducl  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  commanded  a  fliip,  we  believe  the  Canterbury,  at 
the  fiege  of  Cape  Breton.  He  died  in  England  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1752. 

POWLET, 
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POWLET,  Charles. — ^The  firft  mention  wc  find  made 
of  this  gentleman  is  his  promotion,  on  Oft.  lo,  1743,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Biddeford  frigate.     He  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  1748  in  the  fame  vciTcI ;  he  was  then  on  the  Ja- 
maica (lation  under  commodore  Dtnt,  and  is  faid  to  have  ■ 
been  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Falmouth.    At  the  end  of 
that  year  he  commanded  the  Tilbury,  of  fixty  gims,  one  of 
the  fquadron  ur^der  the  orders  of  Mr.  Knowles,  who  had  ar- 
rived at  Jamaica  fomc  time  before  to  take  the  command, 
and  promoted  him  to  the  ihip  he  was  then  captain  of. 
His  conducl  in  the  encounter  with  the  Spanifh  admiral, 
Riggio,  was,  and,  as  it  proved,  very  undcfervedly  ccnfured 
by  his  commander,  who  did  not  openly  and  regularly  pre- 
fer a  fpecific  chrrge  againlt  him,  but  threw  out  manjr 
iniinuations  wi.ich  were  at  laft  procJuftive  of  a  court- 
martial.     The  invciligation  of  his  condnft  ended  much 
more  honourably  for  him,  than  it  had  done  jull  before 
for  his  commander-in-chief:  fuffice  it  to  fav,  he  was  moft 
honourably  acquitted.    No  other  particulars  relative  to  this 
gentleman  have  come  to  our  knowledge*,  except  that,  dur- 
ing a  coniiderable  part  of  the  fuccceding  war,  he  was  regu- 
lating captain  at  Winchertcr.     He  died  April  4, 1762. 

PRA T TKN,  Kdward,  —  we  find  firft  mentioned  a* 
lieutenant  of  the  Suffolk,  undtr  capt.  Knowles,  at  the  well- 
known  and  unfortunate  attack  on  La  Guira.  In  confc- 
quencc  of  his  gallantry  difplaycd  on  that  occafton,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  commander  of  the  Pembroke  Prize ;  and 
from  thence  was,  by  the  fame  patron,  on  the  2d  of  June, 
1743,  made  captain  of  the  Eltham.  Out  of  this  fhip  he 
was,  not  long  afterwards,  promoted  to  the  command  of 
the  Suffolk,  a  third  rate.  'Hie  only  occafion  on  which 
we  find  his  name  fiibfequcnily  mentioned  during  the  then 
exifting  war,  is,  that  in  the  month  of  December  1747,  he 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  cotirt-martial  alfembled 
for  the  trial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent.  Soon  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the 


•  When  carl  Temple  was  on  the  point  of  qnitting  the  admiralty- 
board,  in  1756,  captain  Powlct  was  »ppoiated  to  the  Ko)'al  William, 
and  was  ordered  to  repair  to  town  to  take  up  his  coromiflion  ;  but  on 
Jiis  arrival  wa^  told  there  was  no  commifTiou  for  him.  The  fa£l  was, 
the  junior  lords  of  the  admiralty  took  upon  them  to  fupercede  tho 
coiiiuiifTion  in  order  to  fei  vc  friends  of  their  own,  as  carl  Temple  went 
no  more  to  the  board. 

1  month 
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month  of  January  1749,  he  appears  to  have  commanded 
the  Airiirance,  of  forty-four  guns ;  and  in  the  month  of 
April  or  May  following  to  have  removed  into  the  Blandford 
frigate.  After  this  time  no  particular  notice  is  taken  of 
him  till  about  the  month  of  April  1751,  when  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Prince  Edward. 

He  removed,  about  the  month  of  July  following,  into 
the  Charlotte  yacht ;  and  we  believe  him  to  have  retained 
this  honourable,  though  far  from  confpicuous  flation,  for 
ft)me  confidcrable  time,  no 'notice  being  taken  of  him  till 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  France,  in 
1756.  Wc  believe  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  officers 
fent  out  to  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupply- 
ing  the  place  of  thofe  who  were  ordered  to  England  as 
ev  idcnces  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Byng,  as  we  find  him  re- 
ported to  have  been  captain  of  the  Buckingham,  on  that 
Itation,  wii:.n  the  fquadron  was,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
year,  commanded  by  fir  Edward  Hawke.  About  the 
month  of  July  1757,  he  removed  into  the  Intrepid,  and 
in  the  following  year  was  commanding-officer  of  a  fmall 
fquadron,  ordered  to  cruife  to  the  weft  ward.  In  this  oc- 
cupatu>n  he  was  extremely  diligent  and  active;  qualities 
which  did  not  pafs  unrewarded,  many  prizes  having  been 
nraile  by  the  Ihips  under  his  orders ;  one  of  them,  the 
Raifonuhle,  a  French  man  of  war,  mounting  fixty-four 
guns,  which  was  captured,  after  a  fmart  a£lion,  by  the 
J^orRtihire  and  Achilles.  In  1759  he  again  ferved  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  as  a  private  captain  in  the  fquadroi^ 
under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Bofcawen.  He  was  pre  fent  aC 
the  total  defeat  of  Mr.  De  la  Clue's  fquadron  in  the 
month  of  Auguft;  but  having  failed  to  aflift  captain 
Kirke  in  the  deftruclion  of  th-  Ocean,  the  French  com- 
mander s  Ihip,  which  had  ran  alh  )r»-  to  preferve  herfelf 
from  being  captured,  he  was  fup(  rfcvlcd  by  the  admiral*, 
and  not  again  employed.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
court-manial  was  held  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  inte 
liis  cendud  :  and  the  whole  of  tiie  charge  advanced  by  the 
admiral,  that  was  made  public,  is  fra...ed  in  the  following 
(light  and  apparently  indeciiive  terms.  **  I  fent  the  In- 
trepid and  America  to  dellroy  the  Ocean ;  captain  Pratten 
iiavtng  anchored  could  not  ^et  in,  but  captain  Kirke  per- 
*^"^ed  that  fervice  alone."  Neverthelcis  he  remained 
total  fufpcnfion,  deprived  even  of  his  half-^pay,  till 

the 
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the  YtstT  1762,  when  he  was  fo  far  reftorcd  as  to  be  puf 
en  ttie  lift  of  captains  with  his  former  rank.  He  did  not, 
however,  long  furvive  this  ciictimftancey  dying  pn  the  22it 
isfOAobcr^  ^763. 

SAUMAREZ,  Philip.  —  This  gentleman  was  the 
defirendant  of  a  very  refpedable  family  in  Guernfcy  ♦. 
We  find  him  firft  mentioned  in  the  fervice  as  one  of  the 
lieutenants  of  the  Centurion  t,  under  Mr.  Anfon»  at  the 
time  he  proceeded  in  that  (hip  on  his  expedition  to  the 
South  Seas.  On  the  promotion  of  Mr.  launders  to  be 
commander  of  the  Trial  floop  J,  he  became  the  firll  lieu- 
iiant  to  the  commodore:  and  having  already  related  at 
fome  length,  in  our  account  of  that  gentleman,  the  lead- 
injg  and  moft  prominent  occurrences  of  the  voyage,  we 
ihall  only  remark,  that  at  the  time  that  (hip  was  blown 
from  her  n«oorings  oif  the  illand  of  Tinian,  as  already 
related  in  the  account  juft  mentioned  §,  Mr.  Saumarez 
tras  the  commanding  ofHcer  then  on  board.  Nothing 
fliort  of  the  moft  indefatigable  exertions,  for  the  fpace  of 
nineteen  days,  could  have  brought  back  that  (hip  to  her 
former  ftation,  confidering  the  weaknefs  of  her  crew,, 
for,  notwithftahding  their  number  little  exceeded  one 
hundred  perfons,  officers  and  all  included,  many  of  the 
people  were,  as  a  Hill  farther  encreafe  of  their  difficulties, 
in  a  very  weak  though  convalefcent  ftate. 

The  capture  of  the  Caba- Donga,  better  or  more  gene- 
rally known  as  the  Manilla  galleon,  is  ftill  frefh  enough  in 
the  memory  of  all,  to  render  ncedlefs  any  |{  addition  to  the 
account  of  that  event,  which  has  been  already  given.  Mr. 
Saumarez,  who  had  aded  with  the  greateft  adivlty  and  fpirit 
during  the  ad^ion,  was  appointed  commander  of  the  prize, 
by  Mr.  Anfon ;  from  the  date  of  which  commiffion,  on  the 
aiftof  June,  1743,  he  took  rank  as  a  captain  in  the  navy. 
The  fubfequent  events  are  immaterial.  The  prize  having 
been  difpofed  of  by  the  commodore  to  the  Chinefc  mcr- 

•  He  was  ihc  fon  of  Marhcw  Dc  Saumarez,  of  the  iQand  of 
Guernfcy,  cfq.  and  Ann  Durcll,  his  wife,  a  lady  from  Jerfcy :  he  waj 
born  on  the  17th  of  November,  1710. 

+  At  which  rime  he  was  thirty  years  old,  and  had  fcrvcd  in  the 
royal  navy  upwards  of  fourteen  years. 

J  Which  vrlFcl  he  himfelf  a8ed  as  commander  of,  pro  tempo  e^ 
during  the  illnefs  of  captain  Saunders. 

^  Vol.  iv.  p.  1:3. 

II  Vol.  iv.  p.  117. 

chants, 
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chahtSy  Mr.  Saumarez  returned  to  England  in  a  private 
capacity.  His  firit  appointment  after  his  arrival  was  to 
the  Sandwich,  a.fecond  rate;  in  which  ftation  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  difplaying  that  gallant  (jpirit  which  was  in- 
herent in  him,  and  which  at  laft,  mou  unfortunately  for 
his  country  and  his  friends,  produced  his  Very  untimely 
death. 

Early  in  the  month  of  0£lober  I746,  he  was  made 
captain  of  the  Nottingham,  a  (hip  of  fixty  guns,  as  fiJC<* 
cefTor  to  lord  Graham,  who  was  taken  fuddenly  ill;  and 
being  ordered  out  on  a  cruite*  felt  in  with,  on  the  i  ith,  a 
French  (hip  of  war,  called  the  Mars,  mountins;  (ixty-fout 
guns,  the  lower  tier  of  which  were  brafs.  We  cannot 
help  remarking,  that  we  do  not  think  fufiicient  juftice 
was  done  this  brave  man,  in  the  account  ofHcially  piib- 
]i(hed  of  this  tranfadion,  which  is  related,  in  the  Gazette, 
in  the  following  (light  and  curfory  manner: 

**  Plymouth,  Odober  the  2i{t.  His  majefty's  (hip  the 
Nottingham  has  brought  in  hither  the  Mars,  a  French 
man  of  war,  of  fixty-fotir  guns  and  (ive  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  which  (he  met  with  off  Cape  Clear,  and  took  after 
an  engagement  of  two  hours,  wherein  the  Nottingham  loft 
tut  three  or  four  men,  the  Mars  forty." 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  enfuing^  he  contihtiisd 
tinder  the  command  of  Mr.  Anfon,  and  was  prefcnt  with 
him  at  the  encounter  with  the  French  fquadron  under 
Jonqniere*  Having  received  very  trivial  injury  in  the 
preceding  a£lion,  he  was  one  of  the  three  commanders 
difpatchcd  in  the  evening,  after  the  admiral  brought  to,  in 
piirfuit  of  the  convoy,  which  was  then  four  or  five  leagues 
diftant.  Such,  however,  were  the  diligence  and  activity 
of  Mr.  Sjumarez  and  his  companions,  that  the  Modette 
and  Vigilant,  mounting  twenty -two  guns  each,  and  fix 
prizes  of  inferior  confequence,  were  captured  by  them  on 
the  following  day. 

Wc  now  come  to  the  laft  occurrence  which  graces  the 
life  of  this  brave  and  worthy  man.  The  Nottingham  was 
one  of  the  Ihips  compofing  the  fquadron  fent  out  under 

*  Subje£)  to  the  orders  oF  his  former  commaLndcr  and  friend, 
admiral  Aufon. 

Vol.  V.  R  rear- 
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■  rear-admiral  Hawke,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  to  cruife  for 
the  French  fquadron  then  fitting  for  Tea,  to  be  commanded 
by  moniienr  L'Etendiere.  Aucr  an  anxious  interval  of 
two  months,  the  enemy,  who  had  for  fome  time  delayed 
their  departure,  were  difcovered  to  the  weftward  of  Cape 
Flnillerre.  In  the  a£tion  which  confequently  took  place, 
Mr.  Saumarcz  bore  a  very  confpicuous  (hare ;  and  eager 
in  the  purfuit  of  the  Intrcpide  and  Tonnarrt,  which  were 
endeavouring  to  make  their  efcape  under  the  cover  of  the 
nighty  he  came  up  with  thofc  (hips  about  eisht  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  After  having  engaged  them  tome  time,  he 
was  unfortunately  killed,  an  accident  which  terminated 
an  unfuccefsful  though  glorious  conteft. 

Captain  Saumarez  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the 

E7th  year  of  his  age.  His  bcxiy,  being  brought  to  Eng- 
ind,  was  interred  in  the  old  church  at  Plymouth,  and  a 
plain  but  neat  monument  was  ere£led  to  his  memory  in 
Weftminfter-abbey,  by  bis  funiving  brothers  and  (ifters. 

SCOTl\  Arthur*.  —  The  firrt  mtelKgence  we  have 
bcefi  able  to  procure  relative  to  this  gentleman  is,  that  he 
was  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation  one  of  the  lieutenants  to 

*  A  particular  chough  concife  accouai  of  the  private  biography  o£ 
ihif  gentleman  is  given  in  hit  epitaph. 

In  a  fide  chancel  belonging  to  Brabourn  church,  Kent,  agaiafl  the 
vail,  is  a  marble  with  this  infcription. 

Near  this  place  lie  the  remains  of 
Arthur  Scott, 
Son  of  George  Scott,  of  Scott  Hall, 
By  Cecilia  his  2d  wife,  daughter  of  fir  Edward  Dcering,  hart. 

Of  Surrendcn  in  this  county. 
He  married  Mary,  the  eldcft  daughter  of  the  bon.  Charles  Compton, 
And  iiflcr  to  the  prcfcnt  earl  of  Northampton, 
But  left  no  iiTue. 
He  was  commander  of  one  of  his  majefty*s  (hips  of  war  1 743, 
And  commiflioner  of  the  royal  navy  17.54.. 
He  died  the  87  th  day  of  February  1756, 
Aged  37  years  and  9  months. 
Greatly  lamented  by  his  family  and  friends. 
In  this  world  refpc£icd  bv  hit  fuperiots, 
Beloved  by  all. 
An  ornament  to  hii  profcfCon, 
An  honour  to  his  country, 
A  friend  to  mankind. 

,  BkAcA  i7J9,  aC.Che  dduc  of  W».  Scott,  brother  to  the  Sealed. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Mathews,  wlio  promoted  him  to  be  captain  of  the 
Rochetter,  a  fifty-gun  Ihip,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1743. 
Wc  find  no  fiibfeqiicnt  mention  made  of  him  till  the  year 
1746,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  Baltic  with  a  convoy, 
in  what  (hip  docs  not  appear,  for  he  quitted  the  R'ochefter, 
to  fay  the  latcft,  in  the  month  of  July  1744.     In  1747 
he  was  captain  of  the  Lion,  and  diftinguiihcd  himfelf 
exceedingly  under  rear-admiral  Hawke,  in  the  encouhttr 
with  the  French  fquadron  under  L'Etendiere.  The  French 
chef  d'efcadre,    payed    him,   and   captain    Watfon    of 
the  Princcfs  Louifa,  the  higheft  compliments  on  account 
of  their  gallantry,  having  attributed  his  defeat  as  in  great 
meafnre  owing  to  their  exertions,  in  (lopping  and  bringing 
to  adlion  the  rear  of  his  force  till  the  remainder  ot  the 
Britifli  fquadron  got  up*     In  1748  he  commanded  at  the 
Nore  with  the  rank  of  commodore  *.    No  other  particulan 
occur  relative  to  this  gentleman  till  the  year  1754,  when, 
as  related  in  his  epitaph,  he  retired  from  the  line  of  afiive 
fcrvice,  on  being  appointed  commiiEoner  of  the  navy 
reiident  at  Chatham.     He  held  this  office  only  till  the 
year  enfuing,  when  he  was  made  extra-commiflioner  of 
the  navy,  and  died  in  that  office,  at  the  time  already  llated. 
SIMCOE,  John.— r The  name  of  this  gentleman  is 
omitted  in  many  of  the  navy  lifts  we  have  fecn.     In  fome 
of  them  he  is  dated  to  have  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the  Kent  on  the 
28th  of  December,  1743  ;  but  Mr.  Hardy  dates  his  firft 
commiflion  to   have  been    to  the  Falmouth,    agreeing, 
however,  with  the  date  jnll  given.     We  find  no  other 
mention  made,  not  even  of  the  commands  held  by  this 
gentleman,  till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1756,  when  he 
was  captain  of  one  of  the  (hips  then  lying  at  Portfmouth» 
and  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  convenedi 
in  the  month  of  December,  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng. 
Nothing  farther  occurs  relative  to  him,  except  that,  in 
1 758,  he  commanded  the  Pembroke,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered 
in  the  enfuing  year  on  the  expedition  againd  Quebec* 
He  died  on  board  that  diip,  in  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
on  the  14th  of  May,  before  any  operations  had  taken  place. 

*  In  the  month  of  July  he  was  prcGdcnt  of  the  court-mirtial  held 
on  Mr.  TymcwcU,  for  killing  captain  Gregory. 

R  2  STEPNEY, 
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June,  with  the  homeward-bound  trade  under  his  convoy, 
he  captured,  when  on  his  paflage,  a  very  valuable  French 
ihip  from  Martinico,  called  the  Mentor.  His  (hip  being 
renttedy  it  was  employed,  during  the  fummer  of  the  year 
1745^  as  a  cruifer  in  the  Channel,  a  fervice  in  which  he 
acquired  no  inconfider.ble  (hare  of  renown *.  He  conti-r 
rued  in  the  Fowey  till  the  year  1747,  when,  ftill  retaining 
the  fame  command,  he  wa^  ordered  out  to  America. 
From  thence  be  proceeded  to  St.Cnriftophcr's  andjamaicaji 
in  the  month  of  January  1747-8,  with  commodore 
Knowles. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  fquadron  at  the  laft-men- 
tinned  ftation,  on  which  it  was  intended  to  remain,  cap- 
tain Taylor  was  promoted  to  the  Elizabeth,  of  fixty-four 
guns,  and  attended  Mr.  Knqwles,  who  was  by  this  time  pro- 
moted to  be  a  Oag  officer,  on  his  fuccefsful  expedition  againft 
Port  Louis,  and  the  fubfequent  one  againd  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  which,  as  is  well  known,  did  not  terminate  fo 
happily.     After  the  return  of  the  fquadron  to  Jamaica, 

*  The  following  official  account  is  given  of  a  very  fpirited  encoun* 
ter,  in  which  he  appears  to  have  eminently  diftinguifhed  himfelf. 

'*  Admiralty-office,  June  the  i8th. 
*'  His  majefly's  (hip  the  Fowey,  captain  Taylor  commander,  on 
Wednefday  lad,  the  1  cth  innant,  about  noon.  Cape  Antifer,  on  the  coaft 
of  Normandy,  bearing  SS.W.  fix  leagues,  faw  a  fail  giving  him  chafe ; 
which  foon  perceiving  her  miflake,  hawled  down  her  colours  and  made 
fail  for  the  French  (hore.  She  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Fefchampc,  about 
live  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Cape  Antifer,  which  being  clear  of 
rocks  and  (hoals,  captain  Taylor  ventured  in;  ant)  the  pnvaiecr  ob* 
ferving  it,  cut  his  cable,  n"  nc^r  to  a  fort  of^  fix  guns,  and  came  to 
'«n  anchor.  At  half  an  hour  paft  four  the  Fowey  anchored  within 
half  point  blank  (hot  of  her.  ^he  was  a  fhip  of  twenty-fix  guns,  anti 
difcharged  ihcm  at  the  Fowey,  as  did  alfo  the  fort;  but  upon  a  boat 
coming  on  board  fhe  cut  hrr  cable  and  made  fqr  the  pier.  One  of  her 
pilots  having  loft  his  head,  and  the  other  his  thigh,the  crew  were  obliged 
to  tiuK  to  (heir  failing;  and  in  about  an  hour  after,  the  Fowey  forced 
the  vciTcl  on  fliore  on  the  beach,  about  two  mjfes  to  the  eaOward  of  Fef- 
champe.  Captain  Taylor  frnt  his  boats  on  board  her  yrith  direOions 
to  burn  her,  as  it  was  the  tide  of  ebb  and  no  place  to  lie  long  at : 
hut  finding  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  board,  many  fmall  rocks 
al)oiii  her,  which  made  fo  great  a  fea  that  it  was  impomblie  to  take 
fltr  men  tuit,  was  obliged  to  leave  her  upon  her  brQ^dfidc,  bilged, 
\\  I  ou'  nr.iO  <;<  ne,  hrr  let  gunnel  broke,  guns  fpikrd,  Imall  arms 
t()ll>  (1  o\i  I'oaid,  and  in  other  rcfpe^s  completely  difabled.  All  the 
111(1)  (Ml  lioiid  .ire  fuppofcd  to  be  drowrie'd,  except  the  captain, 
<i(h>'iv  .iiid  in(  11  hiouglu  into  S()}thead  by  the  Fowey,  which  are  iii 
nil  nut  above  fuity.     bhe  was  called  the  Giiffin,  of  St.  Malo." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Taylor  was  taken,  by  the  admiral,  to  be  his  own 
captain  in  the  Cornwall.  In  this  capacity  he  ferved  in 
the  encounter  with  the  Spanifh  fquadron,  under  Reggio; 
but  peace  taking  place  almoft  immediately  Aibfequent  to 
that  event,  and  the  admiral,  together  with  the  greater  part 
of  his  fquadron,  returning  quickly  afterwards  to  England^ 
no  farther  mention  is  made  of  any  command  held  by  this 
gentleman  till  the  month  of  April  1756,  when  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Prince  George,  a  fecond  rate. 
He  did  not  long  continue  in  that  (hip,  being,  foon 
afterwards,  removed,  we  believe,  into  the  Royal 
William.  He  is  faid  to  have  commanded  fome  other 
ihips  fubfequent  to  this  time*;  and  alfo  to  have  been,  for 
one  or  two  cruifes,  captain  to  fir  Edward  Hawke.  In 
1762  he  reiired'from  the  fervicc  with  the  rank  and  half- 
pay  .of  a  rear-admiral  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  and  conti- 
nued ever  afterwards  to  live  totally  in  retirement,  princi- 
pallv  refiding  in  the  bilhoprick  of  Durham,  where  he 
died  fometime  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1780. 

TOMS,  Petert. — We  6nd  this  gentleman,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1742,  commander  of  the  SaltaOi  floop  of  war. 
I^rom  this  veffel  he  was,  on  the  I2lh  of  February,  1742-3, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Alderney,  a  twenty-gun  (hip. 
He  retained  this  command  upwards  of  two  years,  as  we 
find  him  in  the  fame  (hip,  in  the  month  of  F(fbruary 
1744-5,  ftalioned  off  the  coaft  of  Portugal.  While  thus 
employed,  he  is  mentioned  only  as  the  captor  of  a  French 
merchant- (hip,  called  the  Badine,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty i 
tons,  fix  guns,  and  thirty-one  men,  laden  with  provific^ns 
and  (lores,  from  Rochelle  for  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo. 
In  1745  he  removed  into  the  Lizard,  alfo  a  twenty- 
gun  (hip;  and  from  thence  quickly  afterwards  into 
the  Hornet  J,  a  veffel  of  the  fame  force  with  the 
two  preceding :  but  no  anecdotes,  or  particulars  con- 
cerning him  have  come  to  our  knowledge  during  the  time 

*  The  Ramillics  in  particular,  in  17.58.  On  this  account  he  hat 
been  frequently  confounded  with  captain  Wirtewrong  Taylor,  vho 
commanded  that  unfortunate  Oiip  at  the  lime  it  was  lolL 

f  He  is  faid  to  have  previoufly  been  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Norfolk. 

X  This  veflel,  as  well  as  the  Lizard,  were  both  on  the  floop  efiab* 
ItOimcnt,  though  captain  Toms  had  the  rank  of  a  pod  captain. 

R4  i»c 
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he  held  tbofc  commands,  or,  indeed,  while  he  conlinutd 
in  the  fervice. 

In  1762  he  retired  from  it  altogetlier,  and  was  put  on 
the  fijperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 
rear-admiral ;  but  did  not  long  enjoy  this  honourable  kind 
of  pcnfion,  dying  at  his  ho\ife  in  Marlham-ftreet,  Wcft- 
minfter,  on  the  20th  of  Febniarv,  1763. 

TYRREL,  Richard— This  'gentleman  we  believe  to 
have  been  introduced  into  the  navy  under  the  patronage 
and  care  of  that  brave  and  ever- to-be-revered  charaScr 
fir  Peter  Wtirren,  who  was  his  uncle.  His  firft  appojntr 
ment  in  the  rank  of  poft  cnptain  was,  according  to  Mr. 
Hardy,  to  the  Superbe;  but,  from  more  authentic  in- 
formation, we  find  his  firft  commiffion,  which  is  dated  on 
the  a6th  of  December,  1743,  was  to  the  Lanncefton*. 

No  circumftances,  whatever,  relative  to  this  gentlemaii 
arc  known  to  us  till  the  year  1755,  when  he  was  captain 
of  the  Ipfwich,  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  qf  the  fliips  put  into 
commiffion  at  Plymouth,  we  believe  in  confequcncc  of 

*  In  1748  he  commanded  a  frigate  in  the  Wcfl  Indiec,  where  a 
very  diCigrceable  affair,  which  might  have  fermioated  very  feriouflyj 
occiirrrd ;  and  on  which  occafion  his  behaviour  is  recorded  in  the 
fonowini»  vciy  handfume  terms  by  Smollet. 

"  In  tile  lu ginning  of  (he  year  the  governor  of  Barbadoes  havinjE^ 
received  intelligence  that  the  French  had  begun  to  fettle  the  iflunj 
of  Tobago,  fer>t  thither  ciiptain  Tyrrei,  in  a  frigate,  to  learn  the  par- 
ticulars. Tliat  ofEcer  found  above  three  hundred  men  already  landed, 
fecured  by  two  baitcrics  and  two  fliips  of  war,  and  in  daily  expedi- 
tion oi  a  farther  reinforcement  from  the  marquis  de  Caylus,  governor 
of  MAriiiii(]iir,  who  hdd  puhliflied  an  ordinance,  authorizing  the  fub« 
jeOs  oi'ihe  Frrndi  king  10  icttlc  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  promifing 
tu  defend  ilicm  fioni  the  attempts  of  all  their  enemies.  Thisaffarance 
V.1S  ill  aiilwer  to  a  proclamation,  iffued  by  Mr.  Greenville,  governor 
of  Hai  bj(loc5,  and  lluck  up  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  commanding 
all  the  inhabitants  to  remove,  in  thirty  days,  on  pain  of  undergoing 
military  execution. 

••  C\iptain  Tyrrei,  with  a  fpirit  that  became  a  commander  in  the 
Britidi  navv,  ^ave  the  Ffcnch  officers  to  underfland,  that  his  mofl 
chiiOiAU  iiuijefly  had  no  right  to  fettle  the  ifland,  which  wat  declared 
neutral  by  treatien;  and  ihiir  if  they  would  not  defifl,  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  employ  force  in  driving  them  from  their  new  fetilcmem. 
Might  coming  on,  ind  Mr.  Tyrrtl'sfliip  falling  to  leeward,  the  French 
captains  fn'.ed  iImi  opportunity  of  failing  to  Martinique;  and  next 
day  the  E!i,;Iifh  fornin.indcr  leturncd  to  Barbadoes,  having  no  ppwer 
to  commit  l.ofli.'aic:i." 

the 
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the  apprehended  rupture  with  France.  Hiftory,  and 
every  other  kind  or  fpeciesof  information,  are  aeain  filont 
concerning  him,  till  his  appointment  to  the  BucKingham, 
which  took  place  not  long  after  the  declaration  of  war. 
Ho  was  foon  ordered  to  the  Wefl  Indies,  where  we  find  him, 
in  1758,  in  company  with  the  Cambridge,  attacking  z 
fmall  fort  in  Grand  Adcc  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Martinico* 
It  was  deftroyed  and  levelled  with  the  ground:  no  mate* 
rial  lofs  or  injury  being  fullained  by  the  gallant  aiTaibnts: 
three  out  of  four  privateers  which  lay  under  its  prote£lioi^ 
were  deftroyed;  the  fourth  being  carried  to  fea  vnth 
them,  was  converted  into  a  tender.  An  anfwer  made  bf 
this  brave  and  worthy  man,  to  his  men,  who,  flufhcd  with 
vi£lory,  wifhed  tp  dedroy  a  neighbouring  village,  is  too 
honourable  to  his  humane  difpofition  to  be  fuppreffed. 

'*  Gentlemen  (faid  he)  it  is  beneath  us  to  render  x 
number  of  poor  people  miferable  by  deftroying  their 
habitations  and  little  conveniences  of  life.  Brave  Engtifh* 
men  fcorn  to  diftrefs  even  their  enemies  when  not  actually 
in  arms  againft  them." 

In  the  month  of  November  he  didinguiihedhimfelf  m 
that  very  memorable  and  well-known  encounter  with  th^ 
Florifian^t,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  two  large  FrencK 
frigates,  the  account  of  which  we  (hall  give  as  related  in 
his  own  letter  to  commodore  Moore,  then  commanderr 
in-chief  on  that  Ration. 

*'  Agreeable  to  your  orders  I  failed  onThurfday  night 
from  St.  John's  road ;  the  next  morning  I  got  between 
Guadalupe  and  Montferrat,  and  gave  chace  to  a  fail  we 
efpied  in  the  N.  W.  which  proved  to  be  his  majefty*s  floop 
Wcazlc;  upon  enquiry,  having  found  that  ihe  had  not 
met  his  majefty's  (hip  Briitol,  I  ordered  captain  Boles  to 
come  on  board  for  dircdions  as  to  his  farther  pro- 
ceedings. • 

"  While  his  orders  were  writing  out,  we  difcovered  z 
fleet  of  nineteen  fail  W.S  W.  (landing  to  the  S. S.W. 
iipon  which  we  immediately  gave  chace  with  all  the  fail 
we  conld  portibly  croud.  About  two  o'clock  we  <lifco- 
vered  that  they  were  convoyed  by  a  French  man  of  war 
of  fevcnty-four  guns  and  two  large  fVfgatcs.*  About  half 
an  hour  after  two  the  Weazle  got  fo  cTofe  as  to  receive  a 
2  whole 
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whole  broadiide  from  the  Seventy- four  gun  (hip,  which 
<fid  her  little  or  no  damage.  I  then  made  the  fignal  to 
call  the  Weazle  oiF,  and  gave  her  lieutenant  orders  not  to 

ifo  near  the  fevcnty-four  gun  (hip,  or  the  frigates,  as  the 
mailed  of  the  latter  was  vadiy  fuperior  to  him  in  force.  By^ 
following  this  advice  he  could  not  come  to  fire  a  (hoc 
during  the  whole  adion,  neither,  indeed,  could  he  have 
been  of  any  fervice. 

"_  While  I  made  all  the  fail  I  could^  they  were  jogging 
oil  under  their  fore-fajis  and  top-fails,  and  when  we  came 
up  within  half  gim-(hot,  they  made  a  running  fight^ 
firing  their  ftern-chace.  The  frigates,  fometimes  raking 
fore  and  aft,  annoyed  me  very  much,  but  alfo  fo  retarded 
tfieir  own  way,  that  I  got  up  with  my  bowfprit  almoft 
over  the  FlorilTant's  (Ic-rn.  Finding  I  could  not  bring  the 
cfnemy  to  a  general  adion,  I  gave  the  Buckingham  a  yaw 
iknder  his  lee,  and  threw  into  him  a  noble  dofe  of  great  guns 
and  fmall  arms,  at  about  the  diftance  of  half  mufket-mot, 
which  he  Toon  after  returned,  and  damaged  my  rigging, 
mafts  and  fails  confiderably.  The  largeft  frigate  being 
very  troublefome,  I  gave  him  a  few  of  my  lower-deck 
pills,  and  Tent  him  running  like  a  lufly  fellow,  fo  that  he 
never  returned  into  a£lion  again.  The  Florillant  like- 
wile  bore  away,  by  which  means  he  got  under  my  lee  and 
exchanged  three  or  four  broadfides  (endeavouring  (lill  to 
keep  at  a  diftance  from  me)  which  killed  and  wounded 
fome  of  my  men.  I  prefume  however  we  did  him  as  much 
damage,  as  our  men  were  very  cool,  took  good  aim,  were 
tinder  good  difcipline,  and  fought  with  a  true  Englifh 
fpirit. 

"  An  unlucky  broadfide  from  the  French  made  fome 
daughter  on  my  quarter-deck,  at  the  fame  time  I  myfelf  was 
wounded,  lofing  three  fingers  of  my  right  hand,  and  receiv- 
ing a  fmall  wound  over  my  right  eye,  which,  by  the  cfFu- 
(ion  of  blood,  blinded  me  for  a  little  while:  I  alfo  had 
feveral  contufions  from  fpUnters;  but  recovering  im» 
mediately,  I  would  not  go  off  the  deck  till  the  lofs  of 
blood  began  to  weaken  me.  The  matter  and  lieutenant 
lOf  marines  were  dangcronlly  wounded  at  the  fame  time. 

"  I  called  to  my  people  to  (tand  by,  and  do  their  duty, 
which  they  promifcd  with  the  grcatcft  chearfulnefs.  I  then 
%vent  (low  n  and  i^ot  tlic  blood  Hopped,  but  returned  upon 

deck 
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fleck  again ;  till  finding  the  ftrain  made  my  wounds 
bleed  atrelhy  I  fent  for  the  firft  lieutenant^  ana  told  him 
to  take  the  command  of  the  deck  for  a  time.  He  an- 
fwered  me  thpt  he  would  nm  alongfide  the  Floriflant 
yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  and  fight  to  the  lafl  gafp.  Upon 
which  I  made  a  fpeech  to  the  men  exhorting  them  to  do 
their  utmofi,  which  they  chearfully  promilcdi  and  gave 
three  cheers. 

''  I  went  down  a  fecond  time  much  more  eafy  than 
before.  Poor  Mr.  M^rfliall  was  as  good  as  his  word ;  he 
got  board  and  board  with  the  Florinant,  and  received  a 
broadlide  from  her,  which  killed  him  as  he  was  en- 
couraging the  men ;  thus  he  died  an  honour  to  his 
country,  and  to  the  fervice.  The  fecond  lieutenant  then 
came  upon  deck  and  fought  the  fliip  bravely,  yard-arm 
and  yard-arm.  We  filenced  the  Floriflfant  for  fometime; 
and  flic  hawled  down  her  colours,  but  after  that, 
fired  about  eleven  of  her  lower  tier,  and  gave  us  a  volley 
of  fmall  arms ;  which  our  people  returned  with  great  fury, 
giving  her  three  broadfides,  (he  not  returning  even  a  fingle 
gun.  Captain  Troy  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  head  of  his 
marines,  performed  the  fervice  of  a  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  clearing  the  FloriflTant'spoop  and  quarter-dedc,  and 
driving  her  men,  like  (heep,  down  their  main-deck.  Our 
top  men  were  not  idle,  they  plied  their  hand-grenades 
and  fwivels  to  excellent  purpofe.  It  is  impoffible  to 
defcribe  the  uproar  and  confuhon  the  French  were  in. 

^^  It  being  now  daik,  and  we  having  all  the  rigging  in 
the  (hip  Ihot  away^  the  enemy  feeing  our  condition,  took 
the  opportunity,  fet  herfore*fail  and  top-gallant  fails,  and 
ran  away.  We  endeavoured  to  purfue  her  with  what  rags 
of  fails  we  h^td  left,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Thus  we  loft 
one  of  the  fined  two  deck  (hips  my  eyes  ever  beheld. 

•'  I  cannot  beftow  encomiums  toogrcat  on  the  peopk:  and 
officers  behaviour,  and  I  hope  you  will  (Irenuoully  recom- 
mend the  latter  to  the  loids  of  the  admiralty,  as  they 
richly  deferve  their  favour.  Notwithilanding  the  great  fa- 
tigue the  (hip's  company  had  experienced  during  the  day, 
they  chearfully  continued  up  all  night  knotting  and  fplic- 
ing  the  rigging  and  bending  the  fails. 

**  I  flatter  myfelf,  when  you  rcflcdl  that  one  of  the 
(hips  of  your  fquadron,  with  no  more  than  fixty-fivc  guns 

(as 
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'(m  you  know  fome  of  them  were  difab^ed  laft  Jar-j- 
aryi  and  not  fuppliedj  and  four  hundred  and  '':—  --v- 
two  well  men  at  quarters,  Ihonld  beat  three  '' :  ■■  tce 
of  n-ar,  oneoffeveniy-four  guns,  and  f^enhui  -ncn; 

another  of  thirty  eight  guns,  three  hundred  .  '!  '^fty 
men;  and  one  of  twenty-eieht  gun?,  two  hi;;i!r.-!  and 
fifty  men;  you  will  not  tSink  we  have  been  deficient  in 
twrduty.  If  we  hnd  had  the  good  luck  to  join  the  Briftol 
it  would  have  cr'wned  all. 

*'  Captain  B'llcs  being  on  board  the  Buckingham  I 
ga\-c  hirr.  difccli  n.s  to  g.i  duv.-n  and  fuperintend  the  lower 
-deck,  v/hich  he  pia-fr^rmcd  with  great  alacrity. 

"  As  we  have  been  f  ■  ercatly  damaged  in  our  mafls,  yard^ 
Tails  and  ri^gin»,  pc- vularly  our  maft<;,  I  have  thought 
.proper  to  fend  the  i.;irpenter  of  (he  Buckingham,  as  he cas 
Itetter  give  yru  in  ac^-"unt,  by  word  of  mouth,  of  what 
'fiOies  we  Iha'iw-ni.than  I  can  in  many  words  of  writing. 

"  Before  1  conclude  I  cajmot  help  rcprefcnting  to  vou 
the  inhur-.an,  un-enerous  and  hirbarous  behaviour  of  the 
French  duri-  g  ihe  aclion :  no  rafcally  piccaroun,  or  pirate, 
could  hivo  fired  worfe  Itulf  into  us  than  they  did ;  fuch  as 
"fquarc  bits  <if  iron,  old  rully  nails,  and,  in  Ihort,  every 
'thing  that  could  tend  to  the  deitniAion  of  men;  a  fpcci- 
imen  of  which,  pleafc  God,  I  ihall  produce  to  you  upon  my 
arrival. 

*'  I  fend  you  inclofed  a  lift  of  the  flaln  and  wounded. 

"  Kil'fd;  t  otiicer,  5  feamen,  f  marine. 

"  Slightly  woiuided;  2  midlhipmen,  16  feamen, 
3  marint.-5. 

*'  Died  of  their  wBunds;   i  midlhipman,  1  fcamar;.'' 

"  N.  B.  The  officer  killed  ivas  Nfr.  George  Marthall, 
firft  litutenant ;  and  the  officers  wounded  were,  cap:;>!ii 
Tyrrell;  Mr.  Matthew  Winttrborne,  matter;  and  Mr. 
Harris,  lieutenant  of  marines*." 


*  Saollet iddi.on  wh«t  authoiily  viY  know  nol,  ihough  wc  do  not  i^ir- 
bclieve  ibc  iiuthof  il.  ihil  ihe  number  of  (liiin  on  board  ihc  FlorilTint 
did  not  fM  Ihnri  nf  one  hundred  ind  clgbiy.  ind  ihit  hrr  wourcfd 
aic  Taid  lo  have  exceeded  ihice  hundred.  She  wji  To  ditj^icd  in  hct 
faoll  tbai  Ihe  could  h«dlv  be  kepi  afloal  uniil  [he  rexhed  .Muiiaiijuei 
where  fac  wu  repaired;  and  ibc  laigcB  frt|aie,  iwrihcr  •irhihc  loCt 
oF  fori^  mco.  iKdnd  lb  auch  dMMjf  m  w  be  bir  (omc  time  tiuiie 
snIcrrKeiUe. 

No 
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No  farther  particular  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Tyrrell 
during  the  time  he  continued  in  the  Weft  Indies,  front 
whence  he  returned  in  the  month  of  March,  with  the  dif- 
patchcs  from  commodore  Moore,  containing  an  account 
of  the  attack  made,  in  the  month  of  January  preceding^ 
on  the  ifland  of  Martinico;  and  that  more  fuccefsful  one, 
which  fiicceeded  it,  on  Guadaloupe.  It  is  almoft  need- 
lefs  to  add,  he  was  moft  gracioufly  and  aflfedlionatcTy  ro- 
ceivcd  by  his  majefty,  to  whom  he  was  introduced,  imm^ 
diatcly  on  his  arrival,  by  lord  Anfon. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  following  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  Foudroyant,  a  (hip  of  eighty  guns,  taken  not 
long  before  from  the  French,  and  efteemed,  st  that  time, 
the  fineft  of  her  rate,  in  the  Britifh  fervicc.  How  long 
he  continued  in  this  command  docs  not  appear,  nor  do  we 
find  any  other  particulars  related,  concerning  him,  during 
the  time  he  remained  a  private  captain «  In  the  montb 
of  OSober  1762,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral  of  the  white,  which  was  the  firft  flag  he  circr 
held ;  but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  adually  en;i* 
ployed  till  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  when  he  was. 
appointed  commander-in-chief  on  the  Antigua  ftation. 
By  his  vigilance  and  attention,  he,  in  1765,  defeated  x 
fchcmc  the  French  had  in  agitation,  of  forming  a  fettlement 
on  fome  of  the  i (lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cayenne, 
the  particulars  of  which  difcovcry  he  carcfally  tr;^n(mitted 
to  government.  This  is  the  only  material  mention  we 
find  made  of  him  during  the  time'  he  held  the  above  com- 
mand, which  he  quitted  in  the  following  year.  Unhap- 
pily dying  on  board  the  PrincefsLouifa,  his  flag  (hip,  when 
on  his  return  to  England,  on  the  ajih  of  June,  1766*, 
his  corpfe  was,  at  his  own  defire,  thrown  into  the  (ca  t. 

W  ATKINS, 

111  "  ■  ^   -  -  -  — - 

*  His  widow  married,  in  1767,  Robert  Fulton,  cfq.  His  mother 
died  in  1771,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  99,  in  Little  Orniond-ftrcet. 

+  A  very  magnificfj't  rnonumenf  was  ercftcd  to  his  memory  in 
Wet^minncr-abbuy,  oi  whi'^h  the  following  is  a  dcfcription^  with  the 
epitaph  lubj'^Mnifl. 

It  was  dcfigned  nnd  executed  by  that  In^renious  artift  Mr.  Read, 
ivhf>  waj  pupil  to  the  c;!''brafcd  Mr.  P.oubilitc.  On  the  top  of  the 
liionumcnt  is  an  arch.ingol  dercendinc;  with  a  trumpet,  i'ummontngthe 
admiral  to  etcrniry  from  the  Tea.  The  clouds  moving  and  feparadng 
diicovcr  1;:  ccleflial  Itf^ht,  and  choir  of  cherubs,  who  appear  finging 
pfaiici  .0  (he  Almighty  Crcaior..    The  back  ground  rcprefenting 

darknefs. 


I  ■ 
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WATKINS,  Richard,— from  being  commander  of 
the  Pembroke  Prize,  was  removed  into  a  bomb-ketch, 
and,  oh  the  24th  of  February,  1743,  promoted  to  be 
captain  of  the  Eitham  *.     We  have  no  information  what- 
ever 


darkncfi.  The  idmiral't  countenance,  with  bis  right  hand  to  his  breaft, 
itexpreffivc  of  coofcicniioiis  hope,  while  the  poGtion  of  his  left  arm  ap- 
pears fisnificant  of  his  feeing  fomet hing  awful  and  impreSve*  He  ap- 
pears rinng  out  of  the  fea  from  behind  a  large  rock,  whereon  areplaced 
bis  arms,  with  the  emblems  of  valour,  prudence,  and  juflice.  The  Tea 
it  df  fcerned  over  the  rock  at  the  extremity  of  fight,  where  cloods  and 
vater  feem  to  join.  On  one  fide  of  it  an  angel  has  written  thisinfcription, 

.  '*  The  fea  fliall  jgive  up  her  dead,  and  every  one  ihall  be  rewarded 
according  to  their  woras."    In  her  left  hand  is  a  celeftial  crown,  the 

'  leward  ot  virtue ;  and  her  right  hand  u  extended  towards  the  admiral 
vilh  a  countenance  full  of  joy  and  happinefs.  Hibemia,  leaning  on  a 
globe,  with  her  finger  on  that  part  of  it  where  bis  body  %ras  committed 
to  the  fea,  appears  lamenting  the  lofs  of  her  favourite  fon,  in  all  the 
i^gony  of  heart-felt  grief.  On  one  fide  the  rock  is  the  Buckingham 
(the  admiral's  fhip)  with  the  mafls  appearing  imperfed.     On  the 

'  other  fide  a  large  flag  with  the  trophies  of  war;  near  which  is  the 
following  infcription. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Richard  Tyrrel,  efq.  who  was  defcended 
from  an  ancient  family  in  Irdandj  and  died  rear-admiral  of  the 
white  on  the  fifith  day  of  June,  1766,  in  the  ^oth  year  of  his 
age.  Devoted  from  his  youth  to  the  naval  fervice  of  his 
country,  and  beine  formed  under  the  difcipline  and  animated 
by  the  example  of  his  renowned  uncle,  fir  Peter  Warren,  he 
diflinguiflicd  himfcrlf  as  an  able  and  experienced  officer  in 
many  gallant  adions,  particularly  on  the  3d  of  November, 
17^8,  when  commaoding  the  Buckingham,  of  fixty-fix  guns, 
and  four  hundred  and  feventy-two  men,  he  attacked  and 
defeated  three  French  ihips  of  war,  one  of  which  was  the 
Floriflant,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  feven  hundred  men :  but 
the  Buckineham  being  too  much  difabled  to  take  poflcflion  of 
her  after  me  had  (Iruck,  the  enemy,  under  the  cover  of  the 
night,  e(caped.  In  this  adion  he  received  feveral  wounds, 
and  loft  three  fingers  of  his  right  hand.  Dying  on  his  return 
to  England  from  the  Leeward  Iflands,  where  he  had  for  three 
years  commanded  a  fquadron  of  his  majcfty's  fhips,  his  body, 
according  to  his  own  dcfire,  was  committed  to  the  fea,  with 
the  proper  honours  and  ceremonies. 

*  Many  account!  fay  the  Durfley  galley ;  but  this  is  a  miflake,  oc- 
cafioncd  merely  by  a  confufion  between  this  gentleman  and  capuin 

•  R.  Watkins,  his  brother,  who  was  appointed  to  the  Dmfley  galley, 

•  \"**--  ..»..  ,  and 
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ever  of  the  commands  held  bvthisgentlemanyor  the  ftations 
on  which  he  was  employed,  till  the  ]rear  17569  when  he 
commanded  the  Blandford,  of  20  guns,  but  how  long  pre* 
vious  to  that  time  we  know  not;  as  alfo  whether  he  was 
captain  of  that  veifel  at  the  time  it  was  captured,  in  1755, 
on  its  paflage  to  Carolina,  with  Mr.  Littleton,  the  newly 
appointed  governor  of  that  fettlement,  on  board  as  a  pat- 
fenger.  It  was,  as  is  well  known,  immediately  releaied 
by  order  of  the  French  court.  This  gentleman  was  tried 
by  a  coun-martial  at  Antigua,  in  1757,  on  a  charge  of 
having  difobeyed  orders;  which  bcins  proved,  he  was 
fentenced  to  be  difmifled  the  fervice.  rle  was  afterwards 
rcdored  to  his  rank,  but  not  employed,  being  fuperannu- 
ated  on  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1763.  He  died  in  England  in  the  courfe 
of  the  month  of  April  1770. 

W  ATKINS,  John,— was  the  brother  to  the  gentleman 
lad-mentioned.  He  was  firft,  commander  of  the  Carcafe 
bomb,  and  from  thence,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1 743, 
\vas  advanced  to  the  rank  of  pod  captain,  and 
appointed  to  the  Durfley  Galley  frigate;  from  this 
veifel  he  was  quickly  promoted  to  the  Feverfham;  and 
from  thence  to  the  Newcaftle,  one  of  the  Mediterranean 
fleet,  under  Mr.  Mathews;  in  which  (hip  he  afterwards 
returned  to  England.  His  fubfequent  occupations  and 
fervices  are  unknown  *,  as  well  as  all  other  particulars 

con- 


tnd  of  whom  we  fliall  prefcntly  fpeak.  The  h&  is,  he  had  heen  fome 
time  before  appointed  aAiog  captain  of  the  Eltham,  as  at  the  attack  of 
La  Gtiira,  which  took  place  on  the  f  9th  of  February,  he  certainly 
was  in  that  capacity,  and  the  following  return  of  the  damages  fufUined 
by  the  Eltham  will  very  forcibly  prove,  how  confiderable  and  ho- 
nourable a  (hare  that  (hip,  which  onlv  carried  forty  guns,  held  in  the 
above  unfuccefsful,  and,  indeed,  difatfrous  encounter. 

<*  Ehham,  captain  Watkint,  damaj^  received.  Forty-four  (hot 
through  the  hull,  thirteen  between  wind  and  water;  the  main»maft 
fhot  in  five  places,  the  mixen-top-maft  throu|jh  and  through,  the 
mizen-yard  cut  in  two ;  one  fhot  in  the  bowfprit ;  the  booms,  fpaie 
top*mafts  and  fifhes  cut  to  pieces;  fome  guns  difmounted,  three  of 
which  are  quite  unferviceable ;  fourteen  mea  killed,  fifty- five 
wounded.** 

*  We  muft  except  the  following  little  anecdote  concerning;  hit 
fervice,  which  is  far  too  honourable  to  hii  chtnScr  to  be  omitted. 

He 
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concerning  liim,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  the 
24.ih  0*  Fchruary,  1757. 

YOL'NG,  Ja:nes,— wa!,  in  ihc  earlier  part  of  hii 
fen-ice,  a  midiltipman  on  board  the  Gloucefter,  at  ihat 
time  comiraiiHtd  bv  capt.iin  Clinton,  we  believe  the  (hip 
he  had  Iiis  l)r'i;iil  ptnd.;nt  on  board  of,  as  commodoTC  and 
comnicndcr-in-cl.icf  on  the  Mediterranean  Nation.  In 
1739  hf  «as  lici!tcnar,t  of  ihe  Lancafler,  captain  Caylsvi 
tn  which  Ihip  \vc  believe  him  to  have  continued  till  ^f^. 
Mathews  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  en  the 
Afediterranean  Hatton.  Mr.  Yonn^  was  then  appointed 
to  the  fame  flation  under  him,  and  was  advanced  firft  to  be 
commander  of  the  Sabinander  bomb-ltctch;  and  on  May 
16,  1743,  was  pron;otcd  to  be  captain  of  the  Kenning- 
lon,  of  twenty  giii.s.  Hi*  fii(l  appoimmsnt  as  a  poll 
captain  is  crroreti;f]y  flaied,  by  Mr.  Hardy  and  others,  lt> 
have  been  to  the  Nfptime,  a  fccoitd  rate:  whatever  mi^ht 
have  been  tlie  fiibfequcnt  commands  or  ftations  on  which 
he  was  cmfltjed,  we  have  not  been  able  to  colled  any 


He  w«i  ur.e  uf  ihe  CDmmarHtoi  under  (he  ordtn  of  capliin  Fowleii, 
afierwirdi  do'.c  ot  li,>Jioa,  when  ilciachcd  tn-  Mi.  NUihcvs  10  Civita 
Vecn^Td.  <j  :t:j»d  vc.:.  :>:.  y.  ^C::.  Tvo  of  ihc  Papl  nlliu  v:rc 
tbriib  (1::  |or:,  liivi:f!puT  in  there  vhlif  the  BrirlDi  U.ipi  In- of, 
and  beffrte  (h.v  hij  orcert  10  proceed  t*)  niiciBiiiei.  ll  wi!,  no; 
luDij  a-E'.TVi-Rt.  <leitrir.;:ird  fi  dit'^ni:  bun  :r.e  :h:::i  in  tte  hubojr. 
Two  fi.1— -ci:  .-•!.;:?  lit-''  ft  1  J»ir  vt:r  uScrcfoie  dcuiacd,  and 

vchfin.  atcvtiir^  10  :he  it! 
bl  Iiit.i.  ira  uc< 
Hooiell.  vbc  » 

yielde.-  upkii  c 

ihc  Ijiti  ar.ii  feincc^i  hiu  fiocecdcd  10  tte  very  ectrar^ce  of  tee 
h<rbi.jr,  :hr  ceniineli  v:re  beard  pifGni;  the  uoid,  iri  i!ie  bel.i 
ri:  i,ir.^  ibc  Kca;  :  cirtc  ihinK 'lie  wai  quiet  ar.d  appealed  [a  b^fpcik 
tciu-  IV.  Opia;p  Hudie:!.  however,  alarmed  ai  ibe  Foresc:rc  ;ir- 
C£ai:t<-ce,  o-tlc;eJ  bi«  pcipteialiy  oiiihciroan,uila&edtheicTKe 
M  Uf  uii)  W'aiiiEt,  Wucibci  11  vDuM  bc  ^radriii  to  proceed  ■   tbe 

_.  £ — 1 i:_i    u.  __  __■  ik.^  •"0TC  >dvi;c,  but  lo  obfV 

"  w  oibcr  oScin 
aaArei.    But  c>p- 


•:.•.  cur;ole: 
,ea:.  t:;;  »au! 

ir.:  bci'i  of  ibe  cifiereai  fiitc* 
X  cr.ictpnre  to  be  sadei  tbe 

i:-.;rj,  »bti  w, 
t;re.»Uuft.!n 

■efetit,  and  u  11 
u.uiled  to  h-.-n 
■:,r:ftedoa.,:e 

■1  i!:e  jUMor  c±a:a>:i.  ar.i  lo 
of  the  feir.ce,  ibe  diredion 
•i  in''.'-,   M.uitccd.     Cipiiiit 
la  feniar  cfficer",  miil'ed  tbll 
.     C»ptJn\V.;K,n,cffc.:-- 
ndinKai*v.>ljr.tecr.      Wr.^r. 
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particulars  concerning  him  till  the  month  either  of  March 
or  April  1748 ;  he  was  then  appointed  to  the  Dunkirk,  one 
sof  the  (hips  which  we  believe  to  have  been  employed  in  th«J 
Mediterranean.     In  the  month  of  February  1752,. h^ 
was  made  captain  of  the  Jafon ;  and  after  an  interval  of 
'  more  than  three  years,  during  which  time  wc  again  re- 
main unacquainted  with  any  particulars  concerning  him^ 
was,  in  the  month  of  July  or  Auguft  I75J>  appointed 
to  the   Newark,  of  eighty  guns.      He  did  not  long 
retain   the   fame  command,    being,   in  the   month  of 
Oduber  following,  made  captain  of  the  IntrepiH*    He 
was  one  of  the  commanders  ordered  out  in  the  enfuing 
fpring,  under  the  unfortunate  admiral  Byng,  to  the  Me- 
diterranean^ and  was  one  of  thofe  who  were  mod  materi- 
ally   engaged,  having  had   forty-ei^ht  men   killed  and 
wounded,  a  lofs  greater  than  that  fultained  by  any  (hip  ill 
the  fquadron,  the  Defiance  excepted.     At  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  adion  the  Intrepid  had  her  fore-top- 
maft  (hot  away,  fo  that  it  hung  in  the  fore-lail,  and  back- 
ing it,  rendered  the  (hip  totally  unmanageable,  the  foretack 
and  braces  being  cut  at  the  fame  time*.     Captain  Young 
being  ordered   home   not  long  afterwards    as  an  evi- 
dence, on  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng,  was  one  of  thofe 
whofe  teflimony,  though  given  with  the  greateft  can- 
dour t,  appears  to  have  borne  hardeft  on  that  gentleman, 

in 


*  Mr.  Byng  flates  this  circannOance»  and  its  confequences,  at  ibine 
kngth  in  bis  difpatches,  fee  vol.  iv.  j>.  150,  et  feq. 

f  See  vol.  iv..  p.  177,  his  evidence  was  precifely  as  follows. 

**  He  did  not  perceive  that  the  lofsof  his  fore-top  mail  occafiooed 
any  impediment  to  the  rear  divifion  in  going  down  and  engtting, 
nor  that  it  endangered  any  (hip  being  on  board  htm,  as  be  was  k>  ur 
to  leeward  thai  they  might  have  wore  clear  of  him  and  gone  down  to 
the  enemy,  as  ihey  did  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards;  that  if 
the  rear  diviBon  had  bore  down  as  the  van  did,  they  might  have  come 
up  as  near  the  enemy ;  and  if  they  had  bore  in  a  line  of  battle  abreaft, 
there  would  have  been  no  danger.of  their  being  on  board  each  other, 
as  every  (hip  appeared  to  biro  to  have  room  to  wear.  He  depofed 
alfo,  that  there  was  nopof&bility  of  bringing  on  a  general  engagement 
without  the  admiral  and  rear  diviiion  had  gone  down  fight  before  the 
wind  upon  the  enemy,  and  carried  more  fail  than  the  van,  their 
diftance  being  greater;  he  faid  his  (hip  was  in  a  bad  condition,  (b  that 
all  her  ground  tier  of  powder  was  fpoiled ;  that  ihc  was  alfg  indifferently 

Vot.  V.  S  roann^, 


If  ■■ 


IB  his  moR  znaiUMe  punt,  his  want  of  that  proper  rptrit 


'.ma  xn  ci^tial  to  confti- 
In  1757  he  caiT.nuaded 
'  ^r.  under  lir  £.  Hawkc, 


Df  enterpt 
nncaguct) 
the  Buifor 
on  the  csf 

The  ntiL:  ^.  -: ^  L.^  ...  v-c  £nd  taken  of  ihi*  gen- 
tleman was  not  lii'i  ihe  ycit  1759,  when  he  wju  oa  boaid 
the  Mais,  af  (eveniy-fMii  gur.i,  with  the  nnk  of  cam- 
modore.  In  this  fhip  be  was  pirfcni  at  the  ^onous 
encounter  bctwren  (he  Brililh  aett,  under  iir  Edward 
Hawkc,  and  thai  of  Frapcc,  coaunamlcd  hj  mocGeur 
Cosflans  :  hut  being  in  the  rear  at  the  commcrcctDcnt  of 
the  a^ioa.  cmM  t^'«  oiheruife  manlfeft  his  fpitit  and 
zeal  than  by  cnntding  all  the  fail  he  could  to  gd  up* 
wiib  the  coouaaiuler-in-chief,  a  point  he  had  aeaii; 
efic^Ed,  when  dultnefs  put  a  pr:malure  period  to  the 
coctcQ.  lonnediaiely  aftrr  the  action,  be  was  dcUt.'hed, 
by  fir  E.  Hawke,  to  Qiiiberon  Bay,  with  a  fijiudron  of  fi« 
(hips (a fearch for anylltu^crs, or dtiabted (hips,  b:)or^- 
ing  !o  the  enemy's  fleet,  whith  might  have  efcap^l  out  of 
the  battle  ;  but  in  th:s  employment  he  was  not  fbmii 
enough  to  ineel  with  thai  fuccefs  his  diligence  and  galUnii 
iDetiicd.  Captain  Young  continued  in  the  hfais, 
bcliei-e,  nearly  till  the  canclufion  of  the  war ;  and  in  the 
rooDth  of  September  17^1 1,  -being  then  on  a  cniifc  off 
Cape  FirifteiTe,  is  oSciiUy  meniicncd  as  the  captor  of 
a  llout  French  prliralccr  bclcnging  to  Si.  Maloc's,  C|lkd 
ihc  Anurantc.  Towards  the  cooclufion  of  the  year  he 
was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red ;  but  peacr 
being,  as  is'^cll  known,  ibortly  afterwards  coiKlndcd,  be 
docs  not  appear  10  harcactcpicd  of  any  comntaitd.  On 
the  iS'h  nf  OcJober,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  he 
jtdmiral  of  the  white ;  as  he  was  farther,  on  ike  Jtft  of 
Murchj  1775,  to  be  vice-admiral  ot  the  red. 


irtof  ^^ 
mtiy^H 
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On  the  commencement  of  the  American  war  Mr. 
Young  was  appointed  to  command  at  Antigua,  whither 
he  immediately  repaired,  having  his  flag  on  board  the 
Portland.  He  appears  to  have  been  fingularly  alecf,  and 
to  have  met  with  a  very  confiderable  (hare  of  fuccefs  ifl 
the  capture  of  a  multitude  of  veflels,  many  of  them  of  no 
inconfiderable  value.  In  the  year  1778  he  quitted  his 
command,  and  returned  to  England,  where  he  arrived  oil 
the  3d  of  July,  oh  board  the  Portland :  (hortly  after 
which  he  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  Froiii 
this  time  he  became  no  more  connefted  with  the  public 
fervice,  living  in  perfeft  retirement,  refpefted,  honoure4» 
and  revered  by  all  naval  commanders,  who,  knowing 
his  manifold  deferts,  were  bed  Qualified  to  eftimate  theit 
worth  and  confequence.  He  died  in  London,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  on  the  24th  of  Jantiary,  1789,  having  fur- 
vived  his  brother,  William  Young,  efq.  only  twehe 
days. 

1744. 

AMHERST,  John,  — was  the  third  fon  of  Jeflery 
Amherft,  efq.  a  bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Kerril,  of  Hadlbw,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  efq.  After  having  z&td  as  midfhipman 
on  board  the  Somerfet,  about  the  year  1738,  under  rcarj- 
admiral  Haddock,  he  was  fomctime  afterwards  promoted 
by  him  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  ferved  progreflively, 
on  the  Mediterranean  (lation,  on  board  the  Dragon  and 
Sunderland.  He  afterwards  acquired  the  patronage  and 
protcdlion  of  lord  Anfon,  with  whom  he  is  very  crrbne- 
oiifly  reported,  by  fome,  to  have  proceeded  on  his  voyage 
round  the  world,  and  to  have  been,  under  the  fame  aul 
fpices,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  His  firft 
commiflion,  as  a  poft  captain,  was  to  the  Succefs,  bearing 
date  December  the  29th,  1744;  from  thence  he  is  faid  to 
have  been  removed,  about  the  month  of  September  fol- 
lowing, into  the  South  Sea  Caflle.  At  the  latter  end  of 
the  war  he  fcrved  in  the  Eaft  Indies  under  Mr.  Griffin, 
but  as  captain  of  what  particular  fhip  is  not  mentioned^ 
Returning  from  t&cnce  immediately  on  the  arrangement  of 


w^r* 
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seace  taking  place,  if  not  previous  to  the  adual  cefiation  of 
hoftilities  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  we  find  him  after- 
.wards,  in  1750,  one  of  the  witnefles  examined  on  the  trial 
of  Mr.  Grimny  at  Portfmouth,  whofe  behayiqur  his  evi« 
dence  criminated  in  no  flight  degree. 

After  this  time  we  do  not  nnd  the  fmalleft  mention 
made  of  him,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  I7S3>  when 
he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Mars,  of  (ixty*k>ur  gunsj^ 
commifiioned  as  a  guardlhip  at  Plyniouth.  When  a 
rupture  was,  in  1755,  daily  cxpedea  with  France,  and 
it  was  refolved  in  confequence,  by  government,  to  difpatch 
m  fquadron  to  North  America,  under  the  orders  of  Mr. 
Boicsiwen,  the  Mars,  of  which  (hip  Mr.  Amherft  ftill 
continued  captain,  was  one  of  the  fleet  allotted  for 
that  fervice:  he  accordingly  failed  with  the  admiral 
^dxive-mentioned,  in  the  ooonth  of  April;  but  in  going 
iolD  Halifax,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  Mars  was  unfor- 
tomteiy  loft,  through  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  who  was 
conducing  it  into  the  harbour.  The  crew,  together 
with  the  guns,  as  well  as  a  confiderable  part  of  the  itoi:e8p 
were  (avcd ;  and  Mr.  Amherft  being,  according  to  the 
rules  and  cuftom  of  the  fervice,  tried  bv  a  court-martial, 
was  moft  honourably  acquitted  of  all  olame.  Immedi* 
ately  after  his  return  to  England  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Deptfqrdf  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  difpatched,  in 
the  enfuing  fpring,  for  the  Mediterranean,  under  the 
orders  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  The  Deptford  was 
in  no  degree  concerned  in  the  encotmter  with  the  French 
fleet  off  Toulon,  for,  being  the  fmalleft  in  the  Britifli 
fquadron,  and  confequently  the  lead  capable  of  refiding 
die  attacks  of  an  heavy  French  (hip  ot  war,  Mr.  Byng 
made  the  fisnal  for  captain  Amherd  to  quit  the  line,  in 
order,  «s  he  himfelf  urged,  by  way  of  explanation  for  this 
conduA,  that  the  number  ot  fliips  drawn  into  each  line 
might  be  equal. 

After  the  Intrepid,  captain  Young,  was  difablcd,  the 
Deptford  was  ordered  to  take  her  (lation  ;  but  the  adion 
had  then  cear?',  and  was  not,  as  is  well  known,  after- 
wards renewed.  Captain  Caiford,  who  commanded  the 
Captain,  of  feventy  guns,  being  ordered  home  as  an  evi- 
dence  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Amherft  was  ap. 
'  pointed  his  fucccffor ;  and  returning  to  England  at  the 

clofc 
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^lofe  of  the  year,  was,  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  ordered  on 
the  projeAcd  expedition  againft  Louilburg,  with  the  fleet 
commanded  by  Mr.  Holburnet  Here  nothing  material 
appears  to  have  occurred.  In  1758  he  continued  to  be 
employed  in  the  fame  line  of  fervice  and  (lation,  under  the 
better  aufpices  of  Mr,  Bofcawen.  After  the  furrender 
of  the  place  he  convoyed  four  regiments^  and  the  fecond 
battalion  of  Royal  Scots,  back  to  Bofton,  where  they  were 
to  be  wintered,  his  brother  the  general,  afterwanls  lord 
Amherft,  who  bad  commanded  at  the  fiege,  taking  his  paf^ 
fage  with  him.  This  gentleman  is  not  again  mentioned 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  I76i>  when  he  was  made 
captain  of  the  Arrocant,  a  new  fliip  of  feventy*.four  guns, 
]uh  launchedt  Little  other  confeauential  mention  is  made 
of  him  during  the  time  he  contmued  a  private  captain ; 
all  the  information  we  have  been  able  to  colle£l  hein{ 
merely  accounts  of  him  asamember^  or  fometimes  pren- 
dent  of  fome  courts-martial  of  trivial  confequence*;  an 
occupation,  for  which  his  natural  mildnefs,  patience,  and 
inflexible  integrity  appeared  peculiarly  to  qualify  hini, 
though  an  occupation  by  no  means  pleafant. 

In  1765  he  was  very  defervedly  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a 
flag-officer,  being  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  blue; 
in  Odober  1770,  he  experienced  a  fecond  nromotion,  to 
be  vice-admiral  of  the  fame  fauadron*  On  the  3d  of 
January,  1776,  having  before  this  time  been  appointed  to 
command  at  Plymouth,  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of  the 
white ;  and,  in  the  enfuing  year,  vice  of  the  red ;  and,  after 
a  very  (hort  interval,  admiral  of  the  blue.  The  latter 
promotion  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  dying  fuddenly,  as  it  is 
faid,  at  Gofport,  on  the  14th  ot  February,  1778,  having, 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  retained  the  Plymouth  command* 
Of  his  chara£ler,  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  as  few  men  have  lived 
more  univerfally  beloved,  fo  have  fcarcely  any  died  more 

*  To  defcend  to  particuUrt:  he  was,  in  July  1761,  one  of  the 
members  of  a  court-martial  held  on  board  hii  own  (nip,  for  the  trial 
of  captain  James  Allen,  for  the  lofs  of  the  Speedwell  uoop,  captured 
in  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  by  the  Achilles  French  (hip  of  war,  oi  Gxty« 
four  gunS)  when  captain  Allen  was  not  only  moft  honourably  acquit- 
ted, but  the  capture  was  declared  illegal  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations.  In  the  month  of  February  1768,  he  was  prefident  of  9 
•ourt  held,  on  botrd  the  Union,  for  the  trial  of  fome  deferters. 

S  3  fincerely 
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fiocerdy  lamented*.      He  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lindfej,  of  Portfrnomh,  efq.  but  left  no^iflbe. 


*  Tlie  tolloviag  Mcnpbtm  of  a  MOP.jingct  crcQed  bv  JvEterr, 
Ae  late  lord  Amkerft,  to  the  joint  ncmory  of  ikis  ceatlcBao  and 
hii  brotbcr,  Wilbia  AmhcHl,  together  with  the  ioKriptiooSy  will 
fuUbij  am  be  ooacceptabk. 


SsvtaOAKs  Chnrch  (Kent). 

la  Ae  cfcorcliv  oa  the  Cbath  fide,  is  ao  elei^t  moral  laoDuaiept 
didicMrJ  to  tbe  lemoif  of  two  difltspiilbed  luval  and  oulitaiy 
ofiecfift  ftlaicd  to  lord  Aaherftt  of  Mooucal  to  tkis  countj,  deco» 
med  wuh  oaval  and  military  iofignia. 

Oa  tbe  are  it  iaicnbed  as  follows^ 

}OB«  Ambb'ESt 
Died  Febnwj  t4tli,  1778,  aged  59. 

'William  Awhbkst 

Died  May  tptb,  1781,  aged  49, 

And  left  two  cbildien; 

William  Pitt, 
Bora  Jaonarjr  i4tli,  1773; 

Aod  Elisrixth  Frances, 
Bora  Jan.  aad,  1774. 

Bcneatb«  oa  a  bcanti&il  flat  marble,  is  tbus  inicribed. 

Near  tbis  place  sre  depoCted, 

Tbe  rcmaiDs  of  Jo  H  K  Am  h  e  a  s  t^  cfq. 

Admiral  of  tbe  blue  fquadron  of  bis  majefiy's  fleet. 

And  of  lieatenant -general  William  Amherst, 

Colonel  of  tbe  3«d  regiment  of  foot. 

And  adjutant-general  of  bis  inajefly*s  forces. 

Two  of  ihe  fens 

Of  Jeffery  Amberft,  efq.  of  Brook's-place  in  tbis  pariOi, 

By  Elizabeth  bis  wife. 

Tbey  entered  early  into  the  military  line, 

And  ferved  with  ardour  in  their  country*s  caufe. 

Tbe  rank  tbey  obtained  by  their  fovereign's  £ivour 

Proved  the  merit  of  their  public  fcrvices. 

And  was  equally  their  honour  and  reward. 

Univerfally  eOccroed  when  living, 

Their  death  is  (inccrely  lamented. 

In  memory 
Of  the  unvariablc  and  mutual  ancQion  of  thefc  brothers, 

JcffVry,  Lord  Amherfl, 
Caufed  this  monument  to  be  ere£lcd  1781. 

BARRADELL, 
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BARRADELL,  or  BORROWDELL,  Blumfield,— 
waSjOn  July  1 8, 1 744*,promoted  to  be  captai  n  of  the  Phoenix 
frigate.  How  long  he  continued  in  thisvelfel  is  not  precifely 
known,  nor  do  we  find  any  other  particular  mention  maoe 
of  him  till  the  year  I747»  when  he  commanded  the 
Falkland,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  vice-admiral  Anfon  and  rear-admiral 
Warren,  which  defeated  and  captured  the  French  fquadron^ 
under  De  la  Jonquierc,  in  the  month  of  May.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  procure  any  other  intelligence  relative  tp 
this  gentleman,  except  that  he  died  on  the  25th  of  No- 
vember, 1749,  having,  Tome  time  before,  quitted  the 
command  of  the  Falkland.  .  Mr.  Hardy,  we  believe  from 
erroneous  information,  dates  his  death  to  have  taken  place 
on  the  29th  of  April  preceding. 

BEAVOR,  JEdmund. — We  have  no  account  of  this 
gentleman  previous  to  his  appointment,  on  the  i8th  of 
April,  1 744,  to  be  captain  of  the  Fox.  During  the  cnfuing 
part  of  the  current  year,  we  do  not  find  any  other 
mention  made  of  him.  Jn  the  fpring  of  1745,  he  was 
Rationed  as  a  cruifer  in  the  German  Ocean,  where  he  vi;^s 
exceedingly  a£live,  and  met  with  fome  fuccefs;  the  mod 
confcquential  of  which  appears  to  have  been,  the  capture 
of  a  very  (lout  Dunkirk  private^,  mounting  thirty  car- 
riage and  fwivel  guns,  with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  men,  which  he  fell  in  with  on  the  15th  of 
May ;  and  after  purfuing  all  night,  came  up  with  about 
ten  o'clock  on  the  next  day.  After  the  commencement 
of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  which  broke  out  not  long 
after  the  time  abovc-flated,  captain  Beavor  was  ordered 
to  the  northward,  where  he  continued  to  behave  with  the 
fame  degree  of  ad-duity,  as  is  apparent  from  the  following 
official  notice  taken  01  him. 

''  The  rebels  had  formed  a  fcheme  to  get  into  their 
poiftnion  a  ihip  in  Leith  road,  on  board  which  were  fome 
new  pieces  of  cannon,  about  twenty-five  barrels  of 
powder,   and  fome  firelocks,  for  the  ufe  of  the  king's 

*  Previous  to  his  obtaining  the  rank  of  poft  captain,  he  commanded, 
in  1 742,  the  Shark  floop  of  war,  which  was  at  the  above  dme  (lauoned 
jx  Gibraltar  as  a  cruifer* 

S  4  troops. 
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treops.  This  veflel,  as  there  was  no  accefs  for  her  to 
hath,  was  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Fox  man  of  war 
in  the  Frith.  Four  mailers  of  (hips  had  undertaken  to  go 
off  to  her  with  eighteen  hands,  cut  her  cable  and  let  her 
drive  till  (he  got  out  of  reach  of  the  man  of  war's  guns, 
when  they  intended  to  carry  her  into  Leith  harbour.  But 
the  night  before  this  was  to  have  been  executed,  captain 
fieavor  got  intelligence  of  the  plot,  and  immediately  put- 
ting twenty  of  his  hands  on  board  her,  moored  her  undor 
his  own  item," 

The  above-mentioned  occurrence  took  place  in  the 
middle  of  Oflober,  and  captain  Beavor  was  unfortunate 
enoti^h  t«  furvive  it  only  one  month ;  being  out  on  a 
cruife,  he  was  unhappily  ovq^en  by  a  violent  gale  of 
wind,  in  which  the  Fox  founilered,  off  Dunbar,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  the  captain  as  well  as  all  the  crew  pe* 
riihine  with  her. 

BENTLEY,  Sir  John.— This  gentleman  was  one  of 
the  lieutenants,  we4)eHeve  the  fecond,  of  the  Nainur,  the 
flag  (hip  of  admiral  Mathews,  at  the  time  of  the  encounter 
oiT  Toulon,  in  February  1744.  He  was  promoted  by 
that  gentleman,  on  account  of  his  very  meritorious 
condud  on  that  occaHon,  after  ten  years  fervice  as  a 
lieutenant,  to  be  commander  of  the  Sutherland  hof- 
pital  (hip,  as  fucceflbr  to  lord  Colville,  immediately 
after  the  engagement  abovementioned.  He  was,  on 
the  lift  of  Auguft,  1744,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  po(U 
captain,  and  appointed  to  the  Burfprd,  of  feventy  guns. 
He  did  not  long  retain  that  ftation,  being  ordered  home 
as  an  evidence  on  the  different  court Vmartial  which  took 
place  in  the  years  1745  and  6,  particularly  in  that  held 
on  captain  Burrifh.  In  1747  he  was  taken  by  admiral 
Anfon  to  be  his  captain,  in  the  Prince  George,  of  ninety 
guns,  and  aded  in  that  capacity  at  the  memorabj^  defeat 
of  De  la  Jonquiere.  He  continued  ever  afterwards  the 
favourite  of  lord  Anfon,  but  quitted  the  Prifice  .George 
immediately  on  the  return  of  the  fquadron  into  port,  and 
was  appointed  captain  of  the  Defiance,  qf  fixty  guns.  In 
this  ihip  he  ferved,  during  the  repiajnder  of  the  year, 
under  rear-admiral,  after\yards  lord  Jiawke,  and,  confc- 
quently,  bore  his  part  in  the  fecond  defeat  fullained  by 

the 
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the  enemy,  in  the  month  of  Odober,  on  the  difcomfiture 
of  monfieur  X/'Etendiere. 

We  find  no  fubfeauent  mention  made  of  this  gentle* 
man  till  the  month  ot  June  17499  and  then  onlv  as  having 
been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  at 
Portfmouthy  on  board  the  Invincible,  of  which  (hip  he 
was  then  captain,  for  the  trial  of  lieutenant  Coiichman 
and  others,  who  had  piratically  feized  the  Chefterfield  man 
of  war  on  the  co^  of  Africa.  In  1755  he  commanded 
the  Charlotte  yacht,  and  in  the  month  of  June  or  July 
1756,  was  appointed  to  the  Barfleur,  of  ninety  gun5« 
At  the  clofe  of  that  year  he  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  court -martisd,  held  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  trial  of  the 
unfortunate  admiral  Byng;  Jttt  is  not  otherwife  particu* 
larly  noticed  till  1750,  a  cifcQmftance  by  no  means  un* 
common  in  the  commander  of  fo  capital  a  fliip,  even  in 
the  midll  of  war,  more  particularly  as  the  French  court 
always  appeared  extremely  careful  of  hazarding  an  a£lion, 
except  in  cafes  of  the  laft  and  higheft  emergency.  In  the 
year  jufl  mentioned  we  find  him  captain  of  the  Invincible,^ 
of  feventy-four  guns,  into  which  (hip  he  removed  from  the 
Barfleur ;  but  how  long  he  had  previoufly  held  that  com- 
mand we  do  not  know.  This  mip  was  one  of  the  fqua* 
dron  ordered  for  the  expedition  againft  Loui(burg  in  the 
month  of  February ;  but  in  turning  out,  miifed  (lays,  and 
unfortunately  running  afhore  on  a  flat  between  the  Dane 
and  the  Horfe  of  Langfton  harbour,  to  the  eadward  of 
St.  Helen's^  notwithftanding  every  poffible  alTiftance 
was  rendered  her,  fhe  was  totally  loft*.  His  next  ap- 
pointment we  believe  to  have  been  to  the  Warfpight,  of 
feventy-four  euns,  which  (hip  he  commanded  in  1759,  as 
one  of  the  Mediterranean  fqifadron  under  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Bofcawen.  In  the  aflion  off'Qape  St. Vincent  with 
the  French  fquadon  under  M.  De  la  Clue,  which  took 
place  on  the  19th  of  Auguft,  he  had  a  very  (ingular  op- 
portunity of  highly  di(Kngui(hing  himfelf,  of  which  ne 
nioft  gallantly  took  the  greateil  advantage.  Admiral 
Bofcawen,  in  his  official  account  of  the  adion,  mentions 
him  in  the  following  very  honourable  terms*  "  Captain 
Bcntley,  of  the   Warfpight,   was   ordered    againft    the 

*  In  confequcoce  of  this  unbappy  accident  be  was  tried  by  a  court- 
Biartjal,  and  moQ  bonourably  acquitted. 

Tcmcraire, 
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Teiseraire,  of  feventy-four  gunSf  and  brought  her  off* 
with  little  damage^  the  officers  and  aiemaiil  on  board." 

The  continuance  of  the  Britifli  fquadron  on^that  ftation 
being  no  longer  neceflary  after  this  vidory,  Mr.  Bentley 
returned  to  England,  and  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  on  the  15th  of  September.  Being  immedi- 
ately afterwards  presented  to  his  majefty,  he  was  moil 
gracioufly  received,  and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood 
conferred  on  him,  an  honour  well  earned  and  worthily 
dcfervcd.  The  Warfpite  was,  immediately  after  this, 
ordered  to  join  the  fleet  under  fir  Edward  Hawke,  with 
whom  he  ferved  at  the  time  of  the  memorable  defeat  given 
to  the  lad  naval  exertion,  or,'armamerit  of  France,  during 
the  war ;  fo  that  he  had  the  fortune  which  very  few,  if 
any,  naval  commanders,  himfelf  excepted,  could  ever 
boail  of  being  prefent  at  every  naval  encounter  of 
confequence,  or  that  deferved  the  name  of  an  adion,  fi^m 
his  firfl  entrance  into  the  navy  to  the  .time  of  his  death. 
It  is  almod  fuperfluous  to  add,  he  acquitted  himfelf  with 
equal  honour  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  advantage  to  his 
country  in  them  all. 

Sir  John  continued  in  the  fame  (hip,  and  employed,  as 
in  the  preceding  year,  under  the  command  of  (ir  Edward 
,  Hawke,  during  the  enfuing  naval  campaign  of  1760. 
But  the  enemy  having,  after  their  late  defeat,  no  naval 
force  of  any  confequence  at  fea,  nothing  material  appears 
to  have  occurred  to  him,  except  his  having  been  over- 
taken, with  other  ihips,  by  a  violent  dorm,  in  the  month 
of  September,  by  which  he  was  obliged  to  cut  away  his 
main  and  mizen-mafts  to  prevent  driving  on  (hore :  he, 
however,  got  fafely  into  Plymouth,  and  is  not  again 
mentioned  as  having  been  at  Tea  as  a  naval  commander. 
In  1 761,  or,  according  to  Beat fon,  in  the  enfuing  year, 
he  was  appointed  an  extra-commiflioner  of  the  navy,  an 
office  he  refigned  on  being  promoted,  on  the  a8th  of 
December,  1763*,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white.     No 

*  In  confequence  of  his  having,  as  he  may  be,  in  fome  degree,  foid 
to  have  done,  retired  from  the  line  of  a^ive  fervice,  be  was  not 
promoted  to  be  a  flas- officer  till  upwards  of  twelve  months  after 
others,  his  juniors  in  fervice,  as  lord  £dgcurnbe,  Mr.  Swanton,  Mr. 
Graves,  Mr.  Parry,  and  Mr.  Keppel,  had  been  raifed  to  that  nmk. 

Other 
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Other  notice  is  taken  of  him,  except  that,  in  the  month  of 
O6lober  1770,  he  was  progreflively  promoted  to  be  vice* 
admiral  of  the  blue  and  white,  and  died  holding  the  latter 
rank  on  the  14th  of  December,  1772. 

BER  TIE,  Lord  Thomas,  —  was  the  fourth  fon  of 
Robert,  firft  duke  of  Ancalter,  and  Albinia  his  dutchefsy 
daughter  to  major-general  William  Farrington,  of  Chiflel* 
hurft,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  Having,  like  his  noble 
brother  the  lord  Montague  Bertie,  of  whom  we  have  before 
(hortly  fpokcn*,  betaken  himfelf  to  the  naval  fervioe, 
we  hnd  him,  in  1744,  commander  of  the  Drake  iloop; 
from  which  he  was,  on  March  14,  1743-4,  promoted  t# 
the  rank  of  pod  captain  in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the 
Phoenix,  ot  twenty  guns.  In  this  fhip  he  was  immedi* 
ately  afterwards  ordered  on  a  cruifc  in  the  Channel, 
where,  on  the  20th  of  the  enfuing  month,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  and  capture,  after  a  fmartadioncf 
an  hour's  continuance,  a  French  (hip  mounting  twenty*- 
four  carriage  guns,  called  the  Neptune,  bound  from  Mop- 
laix  to  Cadiz*  Early  in  the  year  1 745  he  was  promoted  to 
theWincheiler^of  fifty  guns,  and  ordered  for  theEaft  Indicf, 
where  he  ferved  under  the  commodores  Barnett  and  Peyton, 
as  well  as  fubfequent  to  them,  vice-admiral  Griffin.  The 
different  aSions  which  took  place  in  that  part  of  the  worM 
were  not  only  extremely  uninterefling,  but  nave  been  already 
particularly  related  in  the  lives  of  the  commanders-in- 
chief.  His  lordfhip  was  ordered  to  England  early  in 
the  year  1749,  but  did  not  live  to  revifit  his  native 
country,  dying  on  board  his  (hip,  after'  having  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Channel,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1749 1. 

BOWDLER, 
■  ■      I         ■       ■  ■    -.  .11 

♦  Sec  vol.  V.  p   4,  et  feq. 

f  On  the  6ib  of  Augaft  following  Kia  eorpk  was. carried  from 
Fortfmouth,  in  great  funeral  pompf  to  be  interred  at  ChifleUiurfi,  in 
which  church  is  a  beautiful  monument,  ornamented  with  an  urn,  in- 
circled  with  a  feHoon  of  ftowers.  Between  trophies  and  naval  enfigas 
of  war,  in  (latuary  marble,  a  naval  en^ra^ement  is  finely  expreflca  in 
bafTo  relievo,  under  which  is  this  infcription. 

Sacred  to  thofe  virtues  that  Hkm\  a  Chriftian  and  a  failor,  thii 
marble  perpetuates  tile  memory  of  the  right  honourable  lord 
Thomas  Bertie,  captain  in  the  royal  navy.  His  eminent 
abilities  ia  bis  profeffion^  and  amiable  qualities  in  private  life, 

rend* 
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Teiseraire»  of  feventy-four  gansr  mA  brought  her  oflT 
with  little  damage,  the  officers  and  tfioniail  on  board." 

The  continuance  of  the  Britifh  fquadron  oi^that  ftation 
being  no  longer  neceflary  after  this  vidory,  Mr.  Bentley 
returned  to  England,  and  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  on  the  15th  of  September.  Being  immedi- 
ately afterwards  prefented  to  his  majefty,  he  w«s  moft 
gracioufly  received,  and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood 
conferred  on  him,  an  honour  well  earned  and  worthily 
dcfervcd.  The  Warfpitc  was,  immediately  after  this, 
ordered  to  join  the  fleet  under  (ir  Edward  Hawke,  with 
whom  he  ferved  at  the  time  of  the  memorable  defeat  given 
to  the  lad  naval  exertion,  or,'armamerit  of  France,  during 
the  war ;  fo  that  he  had  the  fortune  which  very  few,  if 
any,  naval  commanders,  himfelf  excepted,  could  ever 
boad  of  being  prefent  at  every  naval  encounter  of 
confequence,  or  that  deferved  the  name  of  an  adion,  fi^om 
his  firil  entrance  into  the  navy  to  the  ,time  of  his  death. 
It  is  almoft  fuperfluous  to  add,  he  acquitted  himfelf  with 
equal  honour  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  advantage  to  his 
country  in  them  all. 

Sir  John  continued  in  the  fame  (hip,  and  employed,  as 
in  the  preceding  year,  under  the  command  of  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  during  the  enfuing  naval  campaign  of  1760. 
But  the  enemy  having,  after  their  late  defeat,  no  naval 
force  of  any  confequence  at  fea,  nothing  material  appears 
to  have  occurred  to  him,  except  his  having  been  over- 
taken, with  other  (hips,  by  a  violent  dorm,  in  the  month 
of  September,  by  which  he  was  obliged  to  cut  away  his 
main  and  mizcn-mafts  to  prevent  driving  on  (hore:  he, 
however,  got  fafely  into  Plymouth,  and  is  not  again 
mentioned  as  having  been  at  fea  as  a  naval  commander. 
In  1761,  or,  according  to  Beatfon,  in  the  enfuing  year, 
he  was  appointed  an  extra-commiffioner  of  the  navy,  an 
office  he  refigned  on  being  promoted,  on  the  a8th  of 
December,  1763*,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white.     No 

*  In  confequence  of  his  having,  as  he  mav  be,  in  fome  degree,  faid 
to  have  done,  retired  from  the  line  of  aaive  fervice,  be  was  not 
promoted  to  be  a  flas-ofhcer  till  upwards  of  twelve  moDtbs  after 
others,  his  juniors  in  fervice,  as  lord  JEdgcunnbe,  Mr.  Swanton,  Mr. 
Graves,  Mr.  Parry,  and  Mr.  Kcppel,  had  been  raifed  to  that  nmk. 

Other 
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othef  notice  is  taken  of  him,  except  that,  in  the  month  of 
Oftobcr  1770,  he  was  progreflively  promoted  to  be  vice* 
admiral  of  the  blue  and  white,  and  died  holding  the  latter 
rank  on  the  14th  of  December,  1772. 

BERTIE,  Lord  Thomas,  —  was  the  fourth  fon  of 
Robert,  firft  duke  of  Ancafter,  and  Albinia  his  dutchefs, 
daughter  to  major-general  William  Farrington,  of  ChiileU 
hurit,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  Having,  like  his  noble 
brother  the  lord  Montague  Bertie,  of  whom  we  have  before 
Ihortly  fpoken*,  betaken  himfelf  to  the  naval  fervioey 
w^  find  him,  in  1744,  commander  of  the  Drake  floop; 
from  which  he  was,  on  March  14,  1743-4,  promoted  t# 
the  rank  of  pod  captain  in  the  navy,  and  appointed  to  the 
Phoenix,  of  twenty  guns.  In  this  fhip  he  was  immedi* 
ately  afterwards  ordered  on  a  cruife  in  the  Channel, 
where,  on  the  20th  of  the  enfuing  month,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fail  in  with  and  capture,  after  a  fmartadioncf 
an  hour's  continuance,  a  French  (hip  mounting  twenty*, 
four  carriage  gims,  called  the  Neptune,  bound  from  Mop- 
laix  to  Cadiz.  Early  in  the  year  1 745  he  was  promoted  to 
theWincheilertOf  fifty  guns,  and  ordered  fortheEaft  Indicf, 
where  he  ferved  under  the  commodores  Barnett  and  Peyton, 
as  well  as  fubfequent  to  them,  vice-admiral  Griffin.  The 
different  aSions  whic^  took  place  in  that  part  of  the  worM 
were  not  only  extremely  uninterefling,  but  nave  been  already 
particularly  related  in  the  lives  of  the  commanders-in- 
chief.  His  lordihip  was  ordered  to  England  early  in 
the  year  1749,  but  did  not  live  to  revifit  his  native 
country,  dying  on  board  his  fhip,  after^  having  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Channel,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1749 1. 

BOWDLER, 


♦  See  vol.  V.  p.  4,  et  feq. 

f  On  the  6ib  of  Augaft  following  Tiis  corpfe  was  carried  from 
Portfmoutb,  in  great  funeral  pomp,  to  be  interred  at  ChifleUiurfi,  in 
which  church  is  a  beaatifol  monoment,  ornamented  with  an  urn,  in- 
circled  with  a  fefloon  of  flowers.  Between  trophies  and  naval  enfigas 
of  war,  in  Oatuary  marble,  a  naval  engagement  is  finely  expreflcd  in 
bafTo  relievo,  nnder  which  is  this  infer! ption. 

Sacred  to  thofe  virtues  that  Hkm\  a  ChrifHan  and  a  failor,  th!a 
marbk  perpetuates. tlr^  memery  of  the  right  honourable  Ibrd 
Thomas  Bertie,  captain  in  the  royal  navy.  His  eminent 
abilities  ia  bu  profeffion^  and  amiable  qtialities  in  private  life, 

rend* 
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Bovpdkr.  or  Qiieen4fniire^LaiHfcDB»CM|.bT  Jiacliiswifc, 
«kkit  ittn^iKcr  of  tir  J ufeph  Mkqiu  kBigpt,  a  voy  cmi* 
neat  Turkey  iiKn±anu  He  wm  boEB  on  the  13th  ^rf* 
K^murr*  i7c8^,  ami  was  an^aaOfhafd  to  the  bw. 
THtf  Tftu'cifiun  ic  roini  qincteri^  »d  hviag  caiered  into 
Uie  aayai  fervic?»  was  jiumuMai  bv  Mr.  Siiiriievs,  at  that 
liiBe  cotmittoikr^n-chiet  on  cbe  McduBnaaeao  ftatiao, 
froaa  tfw  rank  oc  Ikutsoaat  to  be  <■■■■■  iwier  of  the 
Cwai'c  MirislDeidk  Tbis  piomodaa  took  pUoe  ui  die 
yam  I'^^J*  He  was  00  Noranbcr  I,  1744*  arftmccj 
m  be  ctpcain  ot  the  Dbiuuuecfi.  Iii  this  vcfln  he  did 
aoc  loQ^ctmcioue,  being  probably  ^poimed  a>  k  BKiely 
te  the  purpoie  o£  ^ivin^  mm  poa«  as  we  Sad  kiai«  early 
m  17^5»  capcain  oc  the  LowemAc  frxgatt,  ok  the  Medi* 
aaraoeaa  ibdon,  and  oxntiaoed  portiGifariy  s  the  captor 
ot  B«e  vedcis^  ficitr  under  Ceaotfc  and  one  ander  Nea- 
potitao  s:oMMr%  which  be  carried  into  LcjIharaL  He  after- 
annis  repaired  cd  the  Wed  Iiafies^  but  ia  what  particular 
flup  we  knew  mx.  His  health  having  been  gieady  im- 
paired iunog  his  condnoaoce  oa  that  ftttioo,  we  hc&eve 
htm  uoc  to  bave  accepesd  any  coannaad  ancr  his  ictmn 
£rxr  tbence.  He  leiided  dtiriag  the  bner  part  of  his  life 
at  Canterbury  *.  No  ether  paniciilais  whm  n  1  are  le- 
faced  cooceming  him,  except  dot  he  died  theie  on  the 
19th  of  Aoril,  I  *54. 

CHADWICK*  Richard, — fboo  after  heiiig  appointed 
a  comflcanirr  in  die  nary  was  made  a  rcgnlating  captain, 
jsA  in  the  mocth  of  AugaH  I'^S*  ^"as  appointed  to  the 
Drake  floop.  On  the  i^^h  of  January  toUowing  ^1744; 
he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Gibraltar  frigate. 


fcndcjcd  hit  dcMk  ■crtrrfellir  ftgictied.  Obiit  rbe  spth  of 
J"^i  >749*  amis  f»»  tQ.  He  vis  favdi  Too  of  the  moft 
Dobk  Robert,  ^mU  of  Ancafter  and  Kcflerea,  marapcs  aod 
carl  of  LindSeft  &c-  &f  •  lord  j^mt  chanberlain  of  Eogland^ 
by  bis  iecood  i#e  Albiaia,  daightcr  of  Ueuieoant-gcoeral 
FamikgiDa. 

*  He  married  Caroline,  dangbter  of Hicki,  efq.  by  vbom  be 

left  two  children ;  CaroUoe,  wbo  died,  uDvarried,  Feb.  5,  1770,  ^scd 
13;  and  Aaoa,  vbo  tlfo  died,  oawarried,  Sept.  16,  1771,  d^  so. 

We 
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We  believe  him  to  have  continued  in  this  (hip  till 
the  month  of  July,  ivhen  he  was  removed  into  the. 
Cornwall,  of  eighty  guns,  as  captain  to  vice-admiral 
Daversy  with  whom  he  proceeded  out  to  the  Weft  Indies 
in  the  month  of  November.  He  continued  on  that  ftation, 
and  alfo  captain  of  the  Cornwall,  during  the  remainder  of 
bis  life;  but  the  naval  events  during  that  period,  and  par- 
ticularly in  that  part  of  the  world,  were  extremely  uninte- 
reding.  The  firfl  material  mention  we  find  made  of  hinv 
*  is  in  the  month  of  March  1747-8,  when  the  aflault  took 
place  on  the  town  and  fort  of  Port  Louis;  the  Cornwall 
was  (lationed  in  the  center,  and,  being  the  ftouteft  (hip, 
againfl  the  heavied  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  a  private 
letter,  written  by  an  officer  on  board,  dated  two  days  aftei 
the  a6lion,  flateS)  **  that  the  crew  were  ordered  not  to 
fire  till  the  (hip  was  moored  within  piilol  (hot  of  the  fort.'*' 
This  injundion  was  pundually  obeyed,  though  they, for  a 
confiderable  time,  had  to  receive  the  enemy's  fire,  which 
was  extremely  hot  and  furious,  and  did  confiderable 
damage  to  the  mads  and  yards  of  the  Cornwall  while 
bearing  down.  As  foon  as  the  (hip  was  moored,  the  com- 
pliment was  returned  with  fuch  violence  and  fuccefs,  that 
the  enemy's  cannon  were  filenced  in  a  few  minutes,  fo 
that  they  only  fired  a  (hot  now  and  then.  One  (hot,  a 
thirty-two  pounder,  from  the  Cornwall,  killed  three  oqt 
of  five  officers  led  by  the  enemy  on  this  occafion ;  and  the 
execution  otherwife  done  by  her  was  equal  almod  to  that 
fudained  by  the  fire  of  all  the  other  (hips,  for  captain 
Chadwick  was  fo  near  that  not  only  his  great  guns,  but 
alfo  the  mufketry  from  his  tops  and  forecadle,  did  confi- 
derable execution.  He  did  not  long  furvive  this  event, 
dying  on  the  26th  of  June  following.  Mr.  Hardy,  and 
many  manufcript  lids  of  naval  officers,  through  midake, 
Hate  this  gentleman  to  have  died  on  the  9th  of  June,  1746. 
COLLINS,  Richard, — was,  about  the  month  of  Au- 
^uft  1743,  appointed  commander  of  the  Grampus  (loop. 
On  the  7th  of  July,  1744,  he  was  promoted  to  becaptam 


•  ^n  the  month  of  February  1747-8,  he  wai  one  of  the  mem 
f  the  cottrt*martial,  held  at  Jamaica,  for  the  trial  of  captun  Cn 

of 


bers 
Crook* 
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of  the  Gibraltar,  but  did  not  remain  in  that  veflel  longer 
than  till  the  month  of  September  following,  when  he  was 
advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Dover,  of  fortjr-four 
guns.  Of  fo  little  mtercft  were  his  different  fubfeqijent 
commands  and  occupations  during  tho  remainder  of  the 
war,  that  we  find  no  mention  whatever  made  of  him,  nor 
indeed  till  nearly  the  recommencement  of  hoftilfties,  in 
1755,  towards  the  latter  end  of  which  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Princefs  Royal.  About  the  month 
of  May  or  June  1756,  he  was  removed  into  the  Terrible, 
of  feventy-four  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  againft 
JLouifburg,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Holburnc,  in  the 
year  1757.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him,  bot  that 
m  1762,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with 
the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  in  or 
about  the  vear  I779- 

'     COLVILLE,  Alexander,  Lord, — the  fourth  who  bore 
that  title,  was  the  elde(l  fon  of  John,  the  third  lord,  and 

Mifs Johnfton,  daughter  of Johnfton,  cfq.  of 

the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  *  Having  betaken  himfelf  to  a 
tattal  lite,  we  find  him,  about  the  year  I743>  lieutenant  of 
tMt  of  the  fhips  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation,  under  tho 
command  of  Mr.  Mathews,  who  promoted  him,  firft  to 
be  commander  of  the  Sutherland  hofpital-fhip,  and,  on 
March  6,  1744*  to  be  captain  of  the  Durfley  Galley. 
Before  the  conclufion  of  the  year  he  was  advanced  to  the 
Leopard,  of  fifty  guos,  as  fucceiror  to  the  lord  Forrefter. 
He  remained  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation  at  leaft  till  1 746, 
how  much  longer  we  are  unacquainted ;  but  in  April,  in  the 

{ear  juft  mentioned,  we  find  him  to  have  put  into  Lcg- 
orn,  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  fome  damages  he  had 
juft  before  fuftained  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind.  As  foon 
as  refitted  he  was  ordered,  by  vice-admiral  Medley,  to 
cruife  off  the  coaft  of  Genoa,  where  he  captured  a  French 
velfcl,  and  deftroyed  cii^ht  others,  three  of  them  under 
Genoefe,  and  five  under  Papal  colours.  Thefe  veflels 
were  principally  laden  with  corn;  and  their  dcftruflion 
being  highly  felt  in  that  country,  where  a  great  want  of 
provifions  prevailed,  the  diitrefs  occafioned  by  this  cir- 
cumftancc,  was  a  juft  punifhment  for  the  perfidy  of 
the  inhabitants  and  thcii  rulers,  who,  thouijh  pretendedlf 

neutral, 
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neutral,  h«d  taken  every  poflible  means  to  injure  the  qaufe 
of  Britain,  and  favour  the  operations  of  her  enemies. 

Singubr  as  it  may  be  thought  in  the  life  of  an  officer  of 
his  lordfliip's  known  merit  and  aftivity,  we  find  no  other 
mention  whatever  made  of  him  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  nor,  indeed,  after  itsconclufion,  till  the  year  1753, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Northumberland,  of  feventy 

Sms,  one  of  tne  (hips  fitted  for  a  guardfhip  at  Plymouth, 
e  continued  in  the  fame  fhip  nearly  as  long  as  he  remained 
in  aftive  fervice,  a  period  of  nine  years,  and  in  the  progrcf- 
ftve  Rations  of  caf^tain,  coihnlodore,  and  rear-admiral.  In 
1755  he  was  one  of  the  cmnmanders  difpatched  for  North 
America  under  Mr.  Bofcawen ;  but,  the  firfl  information 
we  have  of  him  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  is  in 
I757>  when  he  again  repaired  to  North  America,  on  the 
unfuccefsful  expedition  lent  againft  Lbuifburg,  under  ad- 
miral Holburne;  as  he  did  again,  in  1758,  on  that  more 
fortunate  one  which  then  took  place,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Bofcawen.  After  the  redu£tion  of  that  important  place,  his 
lordihip  was  left  with  the  temporary  rank  of  commodore  to 
command  on  the  American  (lation,  during  the  winter,  with  a 
force  fufficient  for  the  protedion  of  the  conqueft  and  othcf 
Britifh  poiTeflions  in  that  quarter.  In  the  cnfuing  fpring  he 
joined  fir  C.  Saunders,  who  was  fent  out  with  a  flrong force 
from  England,  and  ferved  under  him  at  the  fubfequent 
expedition  againft  the  capital  of  Canada.  After  the  re- 
dudion  of  that  important  fettlement  his  lordfhip  returned 
to  Halifax  for  the  winter,  and  was  extremely  vigilant 
during  its  continuance,  in  preventing  the  introduflion  of 
any  fupplies  from  France,  for  the  fupport  and  fuccourof  the 
ancient  inhabitants  and  party.  In  particular  he  captured, 
about  the  month  of  January,  a  large  French  (liip,  bound 
up  the  river  St.  Laurence,  mounting  twent)'-two  guns ; 
and,  as  foon  as  the  froft  broke  up,  which  event  took  place 
about  the  middle  of  April,  he  repaired  with  his  fquadron 
to  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting 
any  fupplies  from  France,  as  well  as  for  the  relief  of 
Qiiebec,  then  befieged  by  the  French.  But  notwithfland- 
ing  the  great  alacrity  and  a£livlty  difplaycd  by  his  lord- 
ihip, that  important  fortrefs  was  relieved  a  dlay  or  two 
before  his  arrival,  as  will  be  prefently  feen  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  S wanton. 

He 
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He  continued  on  the  fame  Ration,  having  under  him  a.1 
fcjuadron  of  len  or  iwclvc  fhips,  during  the  year  1761*, 
without  meeting  with  any  occurrence  attniSive  enou^  10 
merit  general  or  particular  noiice.  In  the  following  year 
he  became  morediDinguifhcd  by  the  total  difcomfitiire  of 
a  dcfultory  attack,  made  by  the  French,  on  the  Britifh 
fetllctnents  at  Newfoundland  t.  He  returned  from  hii 
llation,  and  arrived  at  Spiihead  on  the  asth  of  Oflobet, 
with  his  own  Ihip  the  Norlhiimberland,  the  Superbe,  the 
Shrewfbury.  and  Minerva  frigate.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  month  tie  wjs  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear-adcniral 
of  the  white.  He  afterwards  commanded  in  chief  on  the 
coafl  of  America  the  fird  fquadron  ordered  thither  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  wari  having  his  Dag  on  board  the 
RoRiney.  At  his  return  from  thence  he  married,  on 
the  ill  of  OdobcT  1768,  (he  lady  Elizabeth  Macfarlane, 
iifter  to  the  eari  of  Kelly.  Wc  have  no  other  particular! 
concerning  him  that  merit  relation,  except  that  he  died  in 
Scotland  on  the  2i(t  of  May,  I770,  having  been  for 
Tome  time  in  a  very  declining  (taic  of  health,  fur  the 
recovery  of  which  he  had  in  vain  tried  Bath*  and  other 
remedies  of  the  fame  kind. 

CORNWALL,  Frederic— This  gentleman,  cotifin 
to  caplain  James  Cornwall,  whofe  extreme  gallantry  we 
have  already  had  occafion  to  record,  was  lieutenant  of  thtf 
Marlborough,  of  ninety  giins,  at  the  memorable  en- 
counter with  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  off  Toulon- 
That  fliip  was,  as  it  may  be  well  remembered,  reduced  to 
a  mere  wreck,  and  her  brave  commander  llain.  Mr. 
Frederick  Cornwall  bore  his  Ihare  in  defending  this 
devoted  veflel  with  the  moft  a£live  intrepidity,  till  he  was 
difabled  from  farther  exertions  by  the  unhappy  lufs  of 
his  right  arm,  after  having  before  received  levcral  con- 
lufions,  and  injuries  which  were  not,  at  fuch  an  exigency, 
of  Aifficient  confequence  to  impede  his  farther  exertion^. 
As  a  very  proper  reward  for  his  fpirited  cunduA,  and 
recompenfe  for  the  fitffcrings  he  underwent  in  confe- 
<)ucncc  of  it,  he  was  immediately  piomoied  to  fucceed 

*  In  the  early  part  of  thii  year  he  wai  fo  much  intlifpofeil,  that, 
Ttpori  baving  iong  forerun  the  diraOet,  hii  lurdlbip'i  deiih  wii  foriDilIy 
•ongunccd  tii  many  of  ibe  pcriodicil  publicatiooi  of  ihc  time. 

t  M.  De  Tcrnay,  ihc  French  comiiiodoic,  fled  the  inftani  be  hctrd 
ui  hit  laiillbip'i  approach. 
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his  deceafed  relative  in  the  command  of  the  Marlborough, 
his  commiflion  for  that  purpofe  bearing  date  February  the 
I  ith,  1744,  being  the  very  day  on  which  the  a£tion  took 
place.  His  wounds,  however,  as  may  naturally  bt  con- 
ceived, prevented  him  from  execnting  the  uecefTary  duties 
of  fo  confcqucntial  a  command:  and  the  requilite  atten- 
tion 10  his  recovery  and  future  health,  demanded  his  tem- 
porary retirement  from  a  fervicc,  in  which  he  had  acquired, 
at  fnch  a  perfonal  expence,  fo  much  honour. 

We  hear  nothing  of  this  gentleman  from  this  time  till 
the  iT.onth  of  June  1749,  when  he  commanded  the 
Siindi^rland,  and  afforded  as  ftriking  an  indance  of  bene- 
volence in  private  life,  as  he  had  before  of  heroifm  in  his 
public  capacitv.  That  nobly  charitable  inflitution  the 
Foundling-hofpital  was  then  in  its  very  infancy,  and 
captain  Cornwall  is  to  be  recorded  as  having  not  onljr 
handfomcly  contributed  himfelf,  but  promoted  a  farther 
fubfcriptlon  among  his  officers  and  people  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  fame  philanthropic  end.  About  the  end  of 
the  year  1 755,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Revenge,  of  feventy 
guns,  which  was  one  of  the  ihips  ordered  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  Mr.  Byng,  in  the  enfuing  fpring.  Of  the 
occurrences  in  that  expedfition  we  have  already  had  too  much 
rcafon  to  be  explicit :  that  part  which  capt.  Cornwall  bore 
in  that  encounter  will  beft  appear  from  a  minute  of  the  evi- 
dence he  gave  on  the  trial  of  his  unfortunate  commander- 
in-chief  ♦.     From  tills  time  we  believe  him  to  have  totally 

lived 


*  He  faiH,  that  he  went  !•  bis  windowt  tbafc  to  take  a  view  of  the. 
fleet  when  in  line  of  battle:  that  he  was  greatly  furprized  to  fee  the 
admiral  and  his  diviHoa  at  fo  great  a  diflance  as  he  was  vpOD  the 
weather  quarter ;  that  feeinjg  the  Intrepid  in  diOrefs,  and  no  (igual  given 
for  removing  her  out  of  ihc  line,  he  went  to  htr  ufTiftance,  and  after 
fuelling  her  out  of  ihc  line,  fell  into  her  ftation,  engaging  the  Foudroy- 
anr,  the  French  admiral,  as  the  fliip,  which  he  imagined,  fell  to  his  lot^ 
accordiitg  to  the  then  line  of  battle:  he  faid  he  knew  of  no  impediment 
(hat  could  prevent  the  admiral  from  engaging  at  a  proper  diflance,  any 
more  ihan  the  reft  oflhe  fleet :  he  obferved,  that  he  was  upon  his  oath  to 
f  wear  the  whole  truth,  nrjd  wotild  do  fo,  though  he  knew  lume  things  he 
w  IS  going  to  fay  would  nf)'e£l  himfelf.  He  gave  his  teflimony  with  great 
clcarniix,  which  in  fome  points  afFc8ed  the  admiral  much.  The 
admiial,  after  afking  the  captain  fome  queftions,  which  feemed  to  im- 
peach him   (the  captain}  of  breaking  ibe  Un«^  &c.  obferved  to  the 

Vol,  V.  T  court, 
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lived  in  retirement  with  rcfpe^^  to  fervicc*:  indeed  the 
xnisfortune  which  had  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  befallen 
him*  though  it  did  not  completely  incapacitate,  muft  have 
rendered  the  active  llation  of  a  commander  cxtremclT 
inconvenient  to  him.  He  lived  many  years  after  he  haa^ 
as  we  have  above  (tated,  quitted  the  fervice,  not  dying  till 
after  the  year  1786. 

DOUGLASS,  Sir  James,  —  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  difcover,  is  no  where  mentioned  till  his  ap- 
pointment, on  the  igth  of  March,  1744,  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Mennaid.  We  have  no  account  of  the  fer- 
vices  or  commands  in  which  he  was  employed  after  this 
time,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1748,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Berwick,  of  feventy  guns.  This  Ibip 
was  put  out  of  commiflion  in  the  month  of  July  following. 
Capt.  Duuglafs  is  faid  to  have  been  afterwards  appointed  to 
the  Porcupine  frigate ;  but  we  are  uncertain  whether  it  was 
this  gentleman  or  captain  John  Douglafs,  of  whom  we 
fhall  have  to  give  fome  account  hereafter.  About  the 
month  of  June  1755,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Bedford,  of 
fevcnty-four  guns,  a  (hip  ordeied,  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
for  Gibraltar,  with  a  convoy.  He  arrived  there  fafe  with 
his  charge  on  the  4th  of  Septejonber,  having  captured  three 
French  vcflTels,  laden  with  merchandife,  &c.  while  on  his 
paflage  thither.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  ferviccs 
during  the  year  1756,  or  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
particularly  employed,  except  that  we  find  him,  in  the 
month  of  December,  to  have  been  one  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial  held  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng.  In 
the  month  of  May  1 757,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
Alcide,  one  of  the  (hips  employed  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember er>  filing,  under  the  command  of  fir  Edward  Hawke, 
in  the  nnfuccefsful  expedition  againft  Rochfort.  Captain 
Douglafs  is  particiJarly  mentioned,  as  having  been  ordered 


court,  that  his  reputation,  which  wa^  dearer  to  him  than  life,  nay,  his 
life  alfo,  were  in  the  power  of  the  cuurt-martial,  and  in  better  hands 
he  dcfircd  iheir.  not ;  but  fiid,  he  believed  he  (hould  prove,  that  the 
Revenue,  by  brcakina  ihe  line,  was  a  great  impediment  in  his  way; 
and  that  if  he  cuuld  lujt  jirove  that,  or  fomcthing  like  it,  he  added, 
**  The  Lord  have  mercy  uf)on  mc." 

*  He  is  liid  by  fonK-  to  have  been  appointed  to  the  Cornwall,  of 
feventy-four  ^u:is,  a  new  fliip  launched  in  1761.     This,  however,  is 


i-.  ciicumHaiicc  we  firong'y  difuelievc. 


to 
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to  aflift  rear-admiral  Broderick,  in  founding  the  coaft 
from  the  Point  near  Roche! le,  down  to  Fort  Foiiras. 
The  ill  fucccfs  attendant  on  this  expedition  is  well  known. 
In  the  enfiiinir  year  captain  Douglafs  continued  to  be 
employed  on  Channel  fervice  principally  as  a  cruifer,  a 
fervice  i n  which  he  was  extremely  aft ive,  and,  as  will  appear 
by  the  following  account,  not  unfuccefsful.  Having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a  French  frigate  of  thirty-fix  guns» 
called  the  Felicitc,  having  a  veflel  armc  en  flute,  mounting 
24  guns,  under  her  convoy,  had  juft  failed  from  Bourdeaux, 
the  latter  laden  with  cannon,  (hells,  and  other  warlike  (loresy 
for  the  life  of  the  forts  and  ihips  of  war  at  Hifpaniola^ 
he  refolvcd  to  attempt  intercepting  them,  and  was  fo 
fortunate,  on  the  20th  of  September,  as  to  overtake  them 
about  twenty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  Finifterrc. 
The  cargo  of  the  prize  was  more  confequential  than 
valuable,  confiding  of  fix  twenty-four  pounders,  twelve 
eighteen  pounders,  fix  mortars,  three  thoufand  (hells  of 
large  dimenfions,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  cordage, 
canvafs,  and  other  (lores. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 759  the  Alcide  was  ordered 
to  join  the  fquadron  then  equipping,  under  the  orders  of 
fir  Charles  Saunders,  and  deftined  for  the  expedition  a^inlt 
Qiiebcc.  He  was  chofen  by  the  commander-in-chief  to 
be  the  melTcnger  of  his  fuccefs ;  in  confequence  of  which 
added  to  his  own  meritorious  fervices  on  the  foregoing 
occafion,  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  the 
cniiomary  gratuity  of  five  hundred  pounds  from  his 
majcfly.  Early  in  the  year  1760  he  was  appointed, 
luccefTor  to  Mr.  Moore,  in  command  as  commodore  on 
the  Leeward  ifland  (taiion  ;  and  having  hoifted  his  broad 
pendant  on  board  the  Dublin,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on 
the  loth  of  March,  having  with  him  the  Bienfaifant  and 
Bclliqiicux.  He  arrived  at  Antigua,  after  a  quick  and 
profperous  palfa^e,  totally  undivi-rfifiLd  by  any  remarkable 
event  nr  oiciirrcnce.  The  dil licence  Hnd  attention  paid 
by  liimfclf  in  the  dillribution  of  lii?  cruiler?,  xdded  to  the 
fpirit  a  ,d  the  vigilance  difplayed  by  th-j  dilfcrent  officers 
iiiidcr  [;is  c<):nniand,  not  only  afToriled  the  molt  complete 
j)ror(fv.4i():i  t.)  the  Biiiiih  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the 
wo;!J,  h  It  ciTe<^\cd  the  moft  fcrions  ini'iries  to  that  of  the 
r'lcmy,  by  c.:pruring  f.  vtfril  of  their  velFcis  even  under  the 

1\2  guns 
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guns  of  their  fortrcflcs*.  It  is  obfenrcd,  by  an  hiSorian 
of  no  inconfiderablc  reputation +,  **  that  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
whom  we  have  already  fpokcn,  ftationcd  his  cniifcrs  with  the 

Sreatefl  judgement  and  fiicccfs;  nor  was  the  fquadron 
ationed  off"  the  Leeward  Iflands,  during  the  years  1760 
and  61,  Icfs  alert  and  cffecluai  in  protecting  the  Britifh 
traders,  and  fcouring  the  fcas  from  the  Martinico  priva- 
teers, of  which  a  great  number  were  taken  J." 

In  the  month  of  June  1761,  he,  in  conjunflion  with 
lord  RoIIo,  who  commanded  the  land  forces,  undertook 
an  expedition  $  againft  the  F'rcnch  illand  of  Dominica;  the 
complete  rcdudion  of  which  was  efFe<Iiled  with  the  trivial 
lofs  of  cigfit  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  1762,  ftill 
continuing  in  the  fame  placid  uninterrupted  line  of  fuccefst 
and  retaining  the  command  he  had  held  with  fo  much 
honour  to  himfclf  and  advantage  to  his  coimtry,  he  pro- 
ceeded, according  to  his  infirudions  from  England,  with  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  force  under  his  orders,  to  join 
fir  George  Pocock,  who  was  proceeding  on  the  memor- 
able and  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  Havannah.  Ho 
cflfefled  this  junflion  off  Cape  Nicholas,  the  north-weft 

1)eint  of  Hifpaniola,  on  the  27th  of  May.  He  did  not 
ong,  however,  continue  with  the  fleet,  but  proceeded  in 
a  fingle  fliip  for  Jamaica,  from  whence  he  quickly  after- 
wards failed  for  the  Havannah  with  a  confiderable 
number  of  mcrchant-fhips,  bound  for  England,  under  his 
convoy.  His  arri\al  at  that  junflure  was  particularly 
fortunate,  and  contributed,  in  the  highcft  dei:ree,  to  the 
^fuccefs  which  crowned  the  expedition.  The  face  of  the 
country  in  the  neii^hbourhood  of  the  Moro  Fort  was  ex- 


♦  The  captains  Obrlcn  and  Taylor,  in  the  Temple  and  Griffio,^ 
cui  out  the  Vlrj^in,  foimcrlv  a  Britifh  floop  of  war,  and  threepriva- 
teers,  From  under  the  haiicries  at  Grenada,  and  afterwards  took  nine* 
teen  (Iiips  bound  to  Martinico  with  provifions;  eij^ht  or  nine  prtva* 
reerswerealfo  raptured  about  (he  fame  time,  by  different  fhips  belonging 
to  the  fquadron. 

+  Smullct. 

X  By  the  commodore's  difpatchcs,  dated  December  the  13th,  1760, 
it  was  flatcd,  that  the  Emerald  had,  a  fhort  time  before,  captured  four 
privateers,  the  Echo  two,  and  the  Levant  one. 

^  The  naval  force  coiifiOed  of  the  Dublin,  Bclhaueux,  Sutherland, 
and  Montague,  fhips  of  the  iinci  with  fome  fngates  and  (jnaller 
vcffels. 

•  tremely 
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tremely  rocky,  and  the  carih  M'hich  covered  it  (o 
thin,  as  by  no  means  to  afford,  when  thrown  out  from  the 
trenches,  a  fiifficicnt  parapet  to  them ;  fo  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  a  large  quantity  of  cotton  bags  procured  from  the 
Jamaica  convoy,  under  the  protcfiion  of  iir  James,  the  pro- 
(edition  of  the  attack  would  have  been  at  leaft  exfrcmcly 
difficult.  The  wants  of  the  army  being  fupplied,  fir  Jame^ 
who  then  had  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Ccnfuriort, 
took  his  departure,  with  his  convoy,  for  England.  He 
arrived  fafe  in  the  Downs  on  the  9th  of  September,  and 
in  the  cnfuing  month  was  very  d«fcrrcdly  advanced  to  thte 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 

The  peace  was  concluded  immediately  afterwards,  gM 
•ilr  James  returned  to  the  Weft  Indies  as  commander-in- 
chief  on  that  ftation,  a  period  which  pafTcd  in  that  unirt- 
tcrelHng  manner  which  it  was  natural  to  expeft.  The 
only  occurrence  demanding  the  fnFialleft  notice,  appears  to 
have  been  the  fuppreflion  of  an  infurrcftjon  of  negroes  At 
the  Berbices,  to  which  the  prudent  meafures  taken  by 
him,  are  acknowledged,  by  the  Dutch,  to  have  been 
particularly  inftrumental.  Iif  the  month  of  Oikobcr 
1770,  he  was  advanced  progrefTively  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  and  white.  In  1773  he  was  appointed  com- 
xnander-in-chief  at  Portfmouth,  and  h«aving.hoiflcd  his£ag 
on  board  the  Barfleur,  continued  on  that  ilation  during 
the  ufually  allotted  period  of  jhrce  years.  On  the  3d  of 
February, "1776,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  red ;  but  after  he  quitted  the  command  juit  ftated, 
appears  to  have  been  in  no  way  whatever  concerned  or 
connciS^d  with  the  public  fervi^e.  In  1778  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  be  admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  of  the  white 
in  1782.  Having  lived  in  peaceable  and  honourable  re- 
tiremcnt  upwards  of  ten  years,  he  died  at  laft  in  Scotland 
in  the  year  1787. 

EDGCUMBE,  George*,  Earl  of  Mount  Edgcumbc, 

— was 


•  *•  This  family,  denominated  from  ilic  manor  of  Eggccombr, 
Eggcombe^  and  Egecomb,  (as  it  h.is  been  varioiifly  wriucn  in  former 
records)  in  the  parifli  of  Chcriton  Fitr-Pain,  near  Crediton,  has  berii 
of  great  antiquity  in  DevonOiire;  and  in  that  church  is  Edgecomb's 
aifle,  adorned  with  divers  eoats  of  arms  belongit^  to  the  family:  but 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  Hid.  Winiarn  ^c  Egecomb  taking  to 

T  8  wife 
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•^was  the  fccond  fon  of  Richard*  firft  lord  Edgcumbe^  fo 
created  April  20,  1742.  Having  made  choice  of  a  mari- 
time life,  he  was  fent  when  very  young  to  fea>  as  midftiip- 
man  on  board  one  of  the  (hips  Rationed  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean* under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Haddock.  After  pafEng 
through  that,  as  well  as  the  fuperior  though  dill  fubordinate 
janksof  lieutenant  and  commander,  he  was,  Aug.  19, 17449 
promoted  to  he  captain  of  the  Kennington,  a  20  gun  Clip. 
No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  for  fome  time,  except 
that,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1745,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  Salifbury,  of  fifty  guns,  in  which 
fliip  he  continued  till  the  conclufion  of  the  war.  On  the 
t%  of  March,  1747,  he  carried  into  Plymouth  a  French 
EaA  India  (hip  of  feven  hundred  tons,  called  the  Jafon^ 
which  he  fell  in  with  on  the  30th  of  January,  in  the 
btitude  of  47  degrees  47  minutes  north,  106  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  Scilly.  She  mounted  thirty  guns,  had  one 
hundred  and  eighty  men  on  board,  and  was  bound  from 
Port  L'Orient  to  Pondicherry,  laden  chiefly  with  (lores 
and  ammunition,  together  with  eight  cafes  of  filver. 
We  do  not  find  him  again  taken  any  notice  of  till  the 
year  1751*:  he  then  commanded  the  Monmouth,  and 
was  fent  out  to  Gibraltar  fenior  captain,  or  commanding 


vifr  Hillaria,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  de  Cotebeic,  of  Cotchele 
in  ihe  county  of  Cornwall,  chiefly  refidcd  there.  It  is  now  wrote 
Cuitail,  and  is  feparatcd  from  Devonfliire  only  by  the  breadth  of  the 
river  Tamer.  In  1378  the  faid  William  dc  Eggccomb,  writing  him- 
felf  of  Cotchele  in  Cornwall,  granted  lands  in  Middleton  to  the  con- 
vent of  Taviftuck,  in  Dcvonfhire.  He  died  1380,  and  left  iflfue,  by 
her,  William  Edgecomb,  efq.  who  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of 

Denfci.     He  had  a  grant  in  6  Hen.  V.  with  Royal  Hethe,  of 

the  cuHody  of  the  lead  mines,  with  the  Giver  orc.thcrcin,  which  were 
inDevonfhiie.  He  left  iflue  Peter  £xigecombc,efq.  who,iD  19 HeD.VI. 
vidi  returned  amongfi  the  chief  of  the  county  of  Devon,  who  made 
oath  for  themfclves,  and  retainers,  to  obferve  the  laws  then  exifting;, 
from  which  Peter  Edgecombe  this  family  is  lineally  defcended.**«-^ 
Collins. 

*  He  was  returned  to  the  parliament  which  met,  for  the  difpalcb 
of  bulinefi,  on  the  i2ih  of  November,  1747,33  reprefentative  for  the 
horcughs  of  Plympton  and  Fowey,  but  took  hit  feat  for  the  latter  of 
thofe  places.  He  was  re-clcftcd  for  the  fame  borough  at  thegenenl 
rlertion  in  175  j ;  as  he  was,  a  third  time,  in  1761 ;  but  became  1  peer 
of  Great  BrTri'iTi  before  the  parliament  met,  in  confeqoence  of^the 
dcacb  of  Richard  th«  fccond  lord,  bis  elder  brother. 

ofiicei' 
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officer  of  a  fmall  fquadron  confiding  of  three  fhips  of  the 
line,  including  his  own,  ordered  thither  for  the  purpofe  of 
fiiiftine  a  part  of  thegurrifon,  and  bringing  from  thence 
the  regiments  of  Wolfe  and  Skclton,  which  had  been  long 
ftationed  there.  Nothing  appears  to  have  occurred  to  him 
during  his  abfence  on  this  lervice  more  material  than  his 
falling  in  with  a  French  fquadron,  confiding  of  fbur  (hips 
of  the  line  and  five  frigates,  under  the  command  of  a  rear- 
admiral,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Edgcumbe,  the  compli- 
ments and  civilities,  cuftomary  on  fuchocca lions,  mutually 
pafTcd. 

He  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  after  a 
pafTage  of  twenty-two  days.     He  is  no  otherwifc  noticed 
till  the  following  year,  when  he  removed  into  the  Dept- 
ford,  of  fixty  gun's,  a  Ihip  newly  launched.     He  was  foon 
afterwards  appointed  commander  with  the  nominal  rant 
of  commodore  of  the  fmall  fauadron  ordered  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  which  it  is  cuftomary  to  keep  there  in  time 
of  peace  even  though  hoftilities  are  not  apprehended  from 
any  quarter  whatever.     Here  he  remained,  almofl  without 
interruption,  till  1756,  when  France  put  a  fudden  period  to 
public  tranquillity  in  that  part  of  the  world,  by  a  formidable 
attack  and  invafion  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca.     Mr.  Edg- 
cumbe, with  the  whole  of  his  fmall  fquadron,  was  in  the 
harbour  of  Mahon  at  the  time  the  French  fleet  firll  made  its 
appearance  ofFthat  p1ace,and  might  eafily  have  been  blocked 
up,  as  well  as  not  improbably  compelled  to  fhare  its  fate. 
Monf.  Gallifoniere,  and  the  duke  de  Richlieu,  general-in- 
chief,  not  extending  their  views  beyond  the  conqued  of  the 
ifland  itfelf,  the  palfage  was  left  open  for  the  Britifh  (hips, 
and  Mr.  Edgcumbe  failed,  on  April  20th,  for  Gibraltar 
on  board  the  Chederfield,  of  forty  guns,  being  followed 
the  enftiing  day  by  the  Princefs  Louifa,  Portland,  and 
Dolphin.     On  his  junftion  with  Mr.  Byng  he  removed 
into  the  Lancafter,  of  fixty-ftx  gtms ;  in  which  fliip  we  find 
him  prefcnt  at  the  indecifive  rencontre  which  prefently 
afterwards  took  place ;  on  which  occafion  he  had  one  man 
killed  and  fourteen  wounded.     He  returned  to  England 
at  the  clofc  of  the  year,  and  during  the  enfuing  fummer 
was  employed  as  a  cruifer.     In  this  occupation,  which 
was  of  no  long  duration,  he  appears  to  have  been  extremely 
{uccefsful,  having,  in  company  with  the  Dunkirk,  which 
%vas  put  under  his  orders,  captured  two  dout  private  fliips 

T4  of 
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pf  war*  one  called  the  Compte  de  Grammont,  carrying 
thirty-fix  guns  and  three  hundred  and  feventy  men ;  thq 
other  Le  Nouveau  Saxon ,  of  fixtecn  guns  and  one  hun- 
4red  and  fifty  men,  together  with  a  fchooner  from  B<)ur-« 
^ux»  bound  to  Qiiebec,  laden  with  wine  and  brandy. 

In  17581  having  been  put  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen,  who  was  Tent  out  to  America  for  thepurpofeof  mak* 
ing  a  third  attempt  againd  the  fortrefs  of  Loiiifburg,  he  wa§ 
the  meflcnger  charged  by  the  admiral  with  \i\%  difpatches  to 
£ngland^  communicating  the  important  and  agreeable  inteU 
ligence  of  his  fuccefs.  On  this  occafion  he  received  the 
cuftomary  compliment  of  500I.  prefeoted  to  hioi  by  his 
majedvi  and  was,  not  long  afterwards,  appointed  cap« 
tain  0/ the  Hero,  a  f^ip  of  feventy^four  guns,  one  of  the 
Channel  fleet  commanded  by  fir  £dwara  Hawke  during 
tlie  year  1759*  He  confequently  ihared  in  the  glory  of 
defeating  the  lad  remains  and  exertions  of  the  naval  powcc 
of  France,  off  Belleiflc,  in  the  month  of  November.  He 
continued  in  the  Hero  till  his  advancement  to  be  rear* 
admiral  of  the  blue,  a  promotion  which  took  place  on  the 
2ifi  of  0£lober,  1762.  By  the  deceafe  of  his  elder 
brother,  Richard,  on  the  loth  of  Ma^  in  the  preceding 
year,  he  became  a  peer  of  Great  Britam,  and  on  the  iStb 
of  the  enfuing  month  took  the  oaths  as  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Cornwall.  Jn  the  month  of  Tune  176a,  he 
refigned  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  council  of  tl)e  dutcby  o^ 
Laiicuflcr,  which  he  Wkd  held  for  fome  time. 

Ill  1766  he  was  appointed  port  admiral  at  Plymouth,  a 
jlation  he  filkd  for  a  length  of  time,  fome  what  exceedin£ 
tliut  ufually  allotted  to  fuch  commands,  not  having  quitted 
ft  till  tiie  latter  end  of  the  year  1770.  On  the  24th  of 
Ov^tober  in  the  fame  year,  till  (when  he  experienced  no 
advancement  from  the  rank  he  firft, received)  we  find  him 
app!>intcJ  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was,  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1773,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white*.     His 

lordihip 
-     -        -         •■  —  ■  I ' 

*  A  fhort  time  previous  to  this  be  was  iovcfled  with  the  tempomry 
command  of  a  divKJoo  in  the  fleet  reviewed  by  his  majefiy  at  Spitbead. 

'<  Portfinouih,  June  the  95th,  1773* 
<<  About  ten  o'clock  his  majefly  went,  in  the  aruil  fiate,  on  board 
the  Barileur,  and  then  into  the  Charlotte  yacht,  when  a  ^goal  of  one 
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lordfhip  quitted  his  command  immediately  afterwards; 
previous  however  to  this,  he  received  in  common  with 
ttie  other  fla^-ofiicers  and  the  captains  of  the  different 
iquadronSy  his  majefty's  thanks  /or  their  great  attention 
during  tiis  preceding  viiit.  In  the  cnfuing  month  (July) 
we  find  his  lordihip  one  of  the  noblemen  attending  lord 
North  at  the  tinae  of  bis  inftallation  as  chancellor  of  the 
univeriity  of  Oxford :  on  this  occafion  he  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  dodor  of  laws.  He  Is  no  othcrwife 
mentioned  as  a  naval  officer,  than  as  being  incUided,  accord- 
ing to  hi<  ftation,  in  the  different  promotions  which 
took  place  in  the  lift  of  flag-officers,  his  cotemporaries. 
On  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red;  on  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  to  be 
admiral  of  the  blue  ;  and,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1782,  t9 
be  admiral  of  the  white. 

Th«  honours  and  civil  appointments  of  this  noble 
lord  appear  to  have  kept  pace  with  his  promotions  as  an 
officer.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1781,  he  was  created 
a  vifcount  of  Great  Britain  by  the  titlcsof  vifcountMotmt 
Ec^cumbe  and  Valletort;  and,  on  the  i8tb  of  Avguft, 
1709,  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  earl  of  MountJEdg- 
cumbe.  The  former  of  theie  titles  is  faid  to  have  been 
given  him  as  an  honorary  compenfation  for  the  deftrudiop 
of  feveral  of  the  plantations  at  his  beautiful  feat  near 
Plymouth,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  military  men,,  was 
abfolutely  ncceflary  to  the  fafety  and  defence  of  that  very 
important  fortrefs,  in  cafe  of  any  attack  from  an  enemy ; 
the  latter  was  bellowed  on  him,  by  his  majefty,  in  re- 
turn for  the  attention  paid  him  by  his  lordihip,  when 
on  a  vifit  and  excurfion  of  fome  continuance  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  In  rtfpcSt  to  his  varied  civil  appoint- 
ments, he  was,  in  1765,  named  one  of  his  majefty^s  mod 
lionourable  privy  council,  and  appointed  trcafurcr  of  the 

■ — — I^M^—   ■  >■  ■  ■  .  ■■    ^  ■■  M  III 

gna  waf  given  for  vice  idmiral  lord  Edgcombe's  fquadron  of  the  blse 

ip  ttt  ttodcr  wdgb;  which  being  complied  with,  the  different  falutes 

Mttnl^wMA  Uk  two  fleeu,  and  lord  £c)g<:umbc'f  immediately  con- 

»-^*  Yacht  10  St.  Helen's,  where  they  all  brought  to. 

""^^  *«  bawd  the  yacht,  and  promoted  vice-admiral 

•%  be  vice-admiral  of  the  whtie,  who 

Wj|KSft.GcDfB^I  fl^et  dK  forC' 

boufliold. 
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lioufhold,  an  office  in  which  he  continued  only  till  the 
following  year;  but,  in  1771,  was  named  one  of  the 
joint  vice-treafurcrs  of  Ireland,  which  he  refigned  in 
1773,  on  being  made  captain  of  the  band  of  gentlemen 
penfioners.  This  ftation  he  retained  till  the  general 
change  of  miniftry  in  178a;  after  which  he  filled  no  office 
till  February  1784,  when  he  was  again  appointed  one  a( 
the  vice-trcafurers  of  Ireland.  This  eminent  fituation 
he  held  till  the  time  of  his  death,  an  event  which  took  place 
in  the  month  of  February  1795. 

ELLIOT,  Elliot, — is  known  to  us  only  as  having  been 
appointed  captain  of  the  Lively,  a  (hip  of  twenty  guns, 
on  the  5th  or  September,  1744 ;  and  as  having  died  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1745,  till  then  holding 
the  fame  command. 

ELLIOT,  George,  —  a  defcendant  of  a  very  refpeft* 
mble  Scottish  family,  was.  May  12, 1744,  appointed,  by  fir 
C.Ogle,  commander-in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  cap- 
tain of  the  Conde  de  Chinchan.  The  circumftances  of 
this  advancement  were  peculiarly  honourable  to  captain 
Ellilvt :  he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Rippon,  a  fourth  rate, 
fin  tfcat  ftation.  In  the  month  of  March  preceding,  his 
captain  being  indifpofed,  the  Rippon  was  put  under  Mi^ 
Elliot's  orders,  who  was  fent  to  fea  in  her,  as  ading  and 
temporary  commander,  for  a  fliort  cruife.  During  this 
period  he  fell  in  with,  in  the  windward  pafTage,  a  Spanifti 
frigate,  carrying  eighteen  carriage  and  eight  fwivel  guns, 
with  one  hundred  and  forty  men.  He  drove  her  clofe  under 
the  ifland  of  Torluga,  and  then  manning  his  boats  brought 
her  off  without  damage.  This  prize  was  bound  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  her  capture  was  the  more  confequential,  indeed 
diftrefling  to  the  enemy,  from  her  having  on  board,  ex- 
clufive  of  other  very  valuable  articles,  120c  quintals  of 
miickfilver,  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spanifti  mines.  Mr. 
Elliot  was  firft  promoted,  immediately  on  his  return,  to  be 
commander  of  the  Mortar  floop ;  and  according  to  the  date 
given  at  the  beginning  of  this  account,  was  advanced  to  be 
captain  of  the  very  veiTcl  he  had  fo  gallantly  and  induftri- 
oufly  exerted  himfelf  in  the  capture  of,  ftie  being  found, 
after  a  furvey,  well  calculated  for  a  frigate  in  the  Britii/i 
fervice,  in  rt'fpr(3  to  her  being  both  a  new  (hip  and  a 
prime  fuikr.     Captain  Elliot  returned  to  England  at  the 
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clofe  of  the  farae  year,  being  fucceeded  in  the  command 
of  the  Chinchan  by  Mr.  Graves^  and  in  the  month  of 
September  was  one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court- 
martial,  held  at  Chatham,  for  the  trial  of  the  captains  who 
^^  ere  charged  with  milbchaviour  in  the  encounter  with  the 
French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon.  We  do  not  find 
any  other  particular  mention  made  of  him  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  except  that,  in  1747,  he  was  ap-  ' 
pointed  captain  of  the  NewarK,  a  new  fiiip  of  eighty  guns, 
then  juft  launched. 

After  this  time  he  appears  to  have  retired  from  the  Tine 
of  adtive  fervice,  for  his  name  does  not  occur  as  holding 
any  command.  In  the  year  1762  he  was  put  on  tli# 
fiiperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  retr« 
admiral,  an  honourable  penfion  which  he  continued  to 
enjoy  many  years,  living  principally  at  his  feat  at  Copftnrd, 
in  EiFcx,  where  he  died  on  the  5th  of  Auffuft,  '795*  Oa 
this  occafion  the  nominal  office  of  general  of  the  mint.  Hi 
Scotland,  a  finecure  place,  worth  three  hundred  pounds  fl 
year,  which  was  kept  up  by  an  exprefs  article  in  the 
treaty  of  Union,  and  which  this  gentleman  had  long  eiu 
joyed,  became  vacant. 

GORDON,  William,— like  Mr.  Elliot,  of  whom 
have  jufl  given  fomc  account,  was  of  Scottiih 
We  hear  nothing  particular  of  him  till  the  month  oftAMf 
1744 ;  he  was  then  commander  of  the  Hound  iloop  of  waff 
and  is  mentioned  as  halving  had  the  good  fortune^  dunng 
his  paifage  home  from  Virginia  at  that  time,  to  have  met 
with  and  captured  a  very  valuable  French  merchant-fbip^ 
homeward-bound  from  Martinico,  called  the  Happy 
Mary,  laden  with  fugar,  cocoa,  coffee,  and  other  valuable 
commodities,  bound  for  Bourdeaux.  Soon  after  hit 
arrival  he  was  ordered,  in  company  with  the  Vulture  iloop^ 
to  convoy  the  outward-bound  trade  to  Rotterdam,  when 
on  ))is  paifage  he  met  with  no  i  neon  fide  rable  fuccefs,  which 
\.  otricially  related  in  the  following  terms. 

**  Admiralty-office,  Augufl  3,  1744* 

"  His  majefty's  floops  the  Hound  and  Vulture,  being 

in  iight  of  Goree  on  the  29th  part,  with  the  trade  under 

ihcir  convoy,  bound  to  Rotterdam,  the  Hound,  captain 

Gordon,  Aood  after  a  fnow,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 

privateer 
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|»riv»teer  of  ten  carriage  guns  and  nine  fwivels,  with 
eighty*one  men,  which  had  been  three  days  out  of  Dun* 
kirk.  She  engaged  the  Hound  for  an  hour  and  an  half 
^nd  then  (Iruck,  having  five  men  killed  and  feveral  mor- 
t^Uy  wounded :  captain  Gordon  alfo  retook  a  (hip  which 
th«  privateer  had  jud  taken." 

H  •  In  confequence  of  his  very  fpirited  behaviour  on  this 
Qccafion  he  was  proinatcd,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  following, 
tjie  day  after  the  account  of  his  fuccefs  was  publifhed,  to 
be  captain  of  the  Gofport,  a  fifth  rate.     He  is  erroneoufly 
ftgtCid  in  fome  accounts  to  have  been  about  tlie  fam?  time 
^^pifxted  to  the  Ludlow  Cadle,  and  not  the  Gofport :  but 
tfei^  14  a  manifed  miftake,  occafioned  by  his  being  very 
quickly  afterwards  removed  into  the  Sheernefsy  as  fiic* 
«c(Tor  to  captain  Eridges  Rodney,  who  was  himfelf  ap- 
pointed to^he  Ludlow  Caftle.     No  mention  is  made  of 
fXtn  in  the  Shecrnefs  till  the  year  enfuing,  when  he  was, 
^  the  end  of  the  month  of  Jiuie  O.  S.  engaged,  with  lord 
(jCi^rge  Graham  his  countryman,  in  the  very  fuccefsful 
^gid  fpirited  attack  of  fome  French  privateers  and  their 
jf9fiZtB  off'Oflcnd,  the  particulars  of  which  we  have  already 
given*.  Immediately  after  this  enterprife  he  was  appointed 
tp  the  Loo,  of  forty- four  guns;  and  was,  in  the  courfe  of 
K^  autump,  removed  into  the  Chefterfield,  a  Ihip  of  the 
inmt  .force.      No  mention  is   made  of  him  while   he 
l«etained  tl  is  Aation  ;  and  the  next  notice  we  find  taken  of 
kirn  is,  his  appointment  to  be  captain  of  the  Afliftance,  a 
ftip  of  fifty  guns,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1747-     In 
\Wm  ihip  he  was  equally  as  unfortunate  as  he  had  been  in 
ihat   he   had   quitted,    not    having  any  opportunity   of 
aidding  cither  to  his  fortune  or  fame.     On  the  conclufion 
tf  peace,  in  1748,  he  quitted  the  Affiftance,  which  was 
one  of  the  (hips  confequently  put  out  of  commiilion,  and 
accepted  the  command  of  a  twenty-gun  fliip,  preferring  a 
command  comparatively  fo  trivial,  to  a  life  of  abfolute 
ina£livity. 

It  is  almoft  an  unneceirary  remark,  tliat  we  cannot, 
during  the  continuance  of  peace,  expe£l  any  material 
Qicntion  made  of  thofe  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  obtain 

•  Sec  page  £3, 
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the  mod  diftinguiflied  commands:  As  to  captain  Gordon, 
his  name  docs  not  as[ain  meet  our  obfervation  till  the 
conclufion  of  the  year  1756,  fometime  after  the  a^ual 
commencement  of  hoflilities  with  France :  he  was  then 
appointed  lo  the  Cambridge,  of  eighty  guns,  as  fucceflbr 
to  iir  Piercy  Brett,  removed  into  the  Caroline  yacht.  In 
the  month  of  April  1757,  he  removed  into  the  Princefs 
Amelia,  alfo  a  three  decked  (hip,  and  of  the  fame 
force ;  as  he  foon  afterwards  did  into  the  Devon-^ 
fl)ire*.  In  the  month  of  September  1761,  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  Blenheim,  a  new  fecond  rate  of 
ninety  guns  ;  and  in  the  following  fpring  was  advanced  to 
be  commodore  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  (hips  in  thc- 
river  Medway  and  at  the  Nore.  This  ftation  he  held 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war;  and  on  the  2ift  of 
0<Sober  in  the  fame  year  was  promoted  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue.  After  the  ratification  of  the  articles 
of  peace,  which  quickly  followed  his  promotion  to  be  a 
flag-officer,  admiral  Gordon  does  not  appear  to  have  taken 
upon  him  any  command,  but  to  have  palled  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  retirement  at  Bamff,  in  Scotland,  which  we 
believe  to  have  been  his  native  place,  and  where  he  died 
on  the  25th  of  April,  1768. 

GRAVES,  Samuel, — this  gentleman,  the  nephew  of  the 
brave  and  much-injured  capt*  Tho.  Graves,  of  whom  fome 
account  has  been  already  given,  (fee  vol.  iv.  p.  43,)  ferved 
as  lieutenant  of  the  Norfolk  at  the  fiege  of  Canhagenat.  - 
He  continued  in  all  probability  in  fome  other  (hip,  on 
the  fame  llation,  after  its  failure;  but  the  firit  fubfequent 
particular  mention  we  find  made  of  him  is,  that  of  his- 
promotion  to  be  captain  of  the  Chinchan  or  Rippon's 
Prize,  on  the  nth  of  September,  1744.  This  frigate 
was  at  that  time  employed  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  wherQ 
it  appears  to  have  continued  fome  time,  and  about  the  end 


*  In  175^  he  f^rvfd  under  Mr.  Bofaawcn  on  the  fuccefsful  and 
memorable  expcditiop.  a-rainli  Louifburg.  On  his  return  from  thence, 
being  overtaken  !>y  ii  vi(^!cnt  florm,  thcDcvoniiiire  v/as  with  thegrcateft 
difhculty  biought  in,  and  prcfcrvcd  from  foundering. 

+  It  IS  f.\ui  ilidi,  at  the  attack  of  St.  Philip**  and  St.  Jago  forts, 
Tie  (bllicitcd  to  b^  landed  for  the  purpofe  of  attacking  fome  batteries 
vhich;  bci-M.^  out  t^f  the  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  fhip.%  impeded' 
the  pro^rcfi  of  the  troops.     He  conftquently  bore  a  very  honourable 
ihare  in  :Kc  attaci:  of  a  Hxtcen  gun  battery. 

of 
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of  the  year  I745i  to  have  captured  a  large  French  fhip, 
boDnd  from  Cadiz  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  carrying  thirty  guns 
with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fixteen  men.  This  is  the 
only  account  we  have  of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  nor  do  we  know,  to  fpeak  with  precifion,  what  fub- 
fequent  commands  he  held  till  the  year  1756,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Duke,  a  fecond  rate  of  ninety 
guns.  From  this  ihip  he  removed  in  the  enfuing 
year  into  the  Princefs  Ameliai  and  in  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards into  the  Barfleur.  The  fize  of  all  thefe  (hips  pre- 
vented their  being  employed  in  any  arniament  or  expedition 
except  thofe  of  the  fir  ft  magnitude ;  and  as  they  were  fcve- 
ndly  ftationed  in  the  home  or  Channel  fauadron,  where  no 
a£Uon  or  memorable  occurrence  took  place,  the  dates  and 
lew  particulars  we  have  related  will  be  a  fufficient  account 
of  this  gentleman's  life  during  the  period  above  ftated. 

In  1759  he  returned  to  his  former  (hip  the  Duke,  in 
which  he  was  prefent  at  the  memorable  defeat  of  the 
French  fleet  under  the  marquis  de  Confians.  Mr.  Graves 
continued  in  the  Duke  till  his  promotion,  on  the  21  ft  of 
Odtober,  1762,  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  a 
period  of  his  fervice,  unfortunately  for  him,  equally  undi- 
itinguinied  with  that  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  war,  owing 
tQ  the  extreme  caution  of  the  French  in  keeping  all  their 
fleets  in  port,  after  the  heavy  difcomfiture  they  had 
Operienced.  He  neither  held  a  command  nor  received 
any  promotion  *  till  the  iSthof  Oftober,  1770,  when  he 
was  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and  in  fix  days 
afterwards  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 
Early  in  the  year  1774  he  was  appointed  admiral  and 
commander-in-chief  on  the  American  ftation.  Having 
hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Prefton,  of  fifty  guns,  he  was 
ordered  to  Bofton,  in  the  month  of  March,  with  the  Royal 
Oak  and  Egmont,  of  feventy-four  guns  each;  and  the 
Worcefter,  of  fixiy-four,  in  confequence  of  the  difpute 
then  originating  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
relative  to  the  duty  on  tea.  The  progrcfTive  cncreafe  of 
this  difturbance  is  too  recent  to  be  forgotten.     The  mate- 

♦  On  the  15th  of  June,  1769,  he  married  Mifs  Margaret  Spinckcs, 
lltdy  of  large  fortune,  amounting,  as  ii  is  '^di<1,  to  30.000  1.  fhe  was 
9k  daughter  of  Eltncs  Spinckes,  cfq.  of  Aldwinkle,  in  the  county  of 
KortbamptoD. 

rial 
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rial  occurrences  which  took  place  while  Mr.  Graves  held 
the  command^  were  the  commencement  of  hoililities  at 
Lexington,  and  the  more  ferious  encounter  at  Bunker's 
Hili ;  but  thefe  were  in  a  line  with  which  the  admiral 
was  totally  unconcerned,  and,  from  their  very  nature, 
he  was  perfe£lly  unconne£ted  with.  He  was  during 
his  abfcnce,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  31(1  of  March,  1775, 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white ;  and  on  the  3d 
of  February,  1776,  being  a  very  few  days  after  his  return 
to  England,  on  board  the  Prefton,  farther  promoted  to  ha 
vice-admiral  of  the  red. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1777,  he  was  ap- 

Sointed  to  command  at  Plymouth ;  but  this  ftation  he 
eld  only  for  a  ihort  time,  having,  as  it  is  elfewhere 
remarked,  nobly  relinquiflied  it,  through  a  fixed  determi- 
nation, *'  never  to  hold  any  employment  in  time  of  war, 
except  of  the  mod  a£live  kind  againd  the  enemies  of  his 
country."  He  never  accepted  any  appointment  after  this 
time,  but  on  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  was  advanced  to 
be  admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  moreover,  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1782,  to  be  admiral  of  the  white.  In  this  fiation 
he  died  at  his  feat  at  Hembury  Fort,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1787,  after  a  (hort  illnefs, 
in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  His  complaint  was  an  hx* 
morrhage  in  his  bladder,  a  diforder  which  he  bore  with 
the  utmod  fortitude.  An  anonymous  writer,  who  has 
given  us  a  (hort  account  relative  to  this  gentleman,  cx- 
prcires  himfelf  in  the  following  terms  relative  to  his  con- 
duiSl  in  the  American  war. 

''  In  the  beginningof  the  late  unhappy  war  he  Iiad  the  na- 
val command  at  Boflon ;  and  his  condu£l  there,  as  was  na* 
tural,  became  the  fubje£l  of  fevere  anirtiadvcrfion  amongft 
thofc  who  could  not  know  the  dccifive  fpirit  which  he 
recommended  in  all  the  genc^ral  council:^,  and  the  inade- 
quate force  which  he  had  to  carry  on  the  n^ival  operations^ 
On  his  rccal  from  that  command,  bf^ing  foUicitcd  to  pub-. 
lifh  a  vindication  of  his  own  cciu-ucl  from  the  unjudifi- 
ablc  afperlions  which  had  been  thrown  on  it,  with  the  fpirit 
of  a  true  patriot  he  replied,  t'r.at  "  He  would  not  from  any 
perfonal  ill  ufaL,c,  cc»n:ribiite  hib  iLure  tc  injure  govern- 
ment, already  loo  m'xli  v.eakened  by  parly  animoiity," 
He  added  with  as  much  forcilyiir,  **  that.tjK^  failure  of 

his 
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his  fucccflbrs  would  be  his  bcft  vindication.**  It  x^  iiMf 
by  the  fame  hand,  that  **  when  he  thought  the  difciptine 
of  the  fervicc  was  ftruck  at,  he  was  orte  of  the  twelir* 
admirals  who  fubmitted  their  opinions  to  his  majefty^ 
although  at  that  tiitie,  arid  to  his  lateft  honr,  he  had  thel^' 
greateil  pcrfonal  refpcft  for  the  noble  earl  who-pfefidc?| 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  board«  Few  men  excelled 
him  in  the  duties  of  private  Kfe ;  he  was  i  finccre  chrifl 
lian,  his  charities  were  fuchai  becanrie  the  character,  tti 
his  lofs  is  univerfally  felt  by  all  ranks  of  (|cople  in  th^ 
ijeighbourhood  where  he  lived." 

HADDOCK,  Richard.  —We  do  not  know  any  f  strtiw 
ctilars  concerning  this  gentleman  till  the  comrtiencemeA 
of  the  year  1744,  when  we  find  him  commander  of  the 
Wolf  (loop  of  war,  in  which  vcird  he  captured,  on  the 
aoth  of  May,  a  French  privateer  of  fourteen  guns.  He 
was,  on  the  7th  of  November  enfuing,  promoted  to  be 
captain  of  the  Squirrel  frigate.  We  have  no  particulars 
relative  to  him  while  he  continued  in  this  inip,  from 
which  we  find  him  promoted,  early  in  the  year  1746,  to 
]be  captain  of  the  Advice,  of  fifty  guns.  We  believe  to 
have  been  principally  employed  after  this  in  cruifing,  a 
fpecies  of  fcrvice  in  which  captain  Haddock,  at  leaft  for 
a<:onfiderablc  time  after  his  appointment,  is  not  ftatcd  to 
have  met  with  anv  very  remarkable  fuccefs.  Some 
amends  appear  to  have  been  made  him,  by  Fortune,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  months  of  March  and  April  1748,  the 
following  fucccffes  being  given  officially  from  the  admi- 
ralty-office^  in  an  account  bearing  date  April  the  27th. 

«*  On  the  loth  of  laft  month  his  majefty's  Ihip  the 
Advice,  commanded  by  captain  Haddock,  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  a  cruife;  and  on  the  28th*  retook  an 
Englifli  (hip,  called  the  Bella,  from  Philadelphia,  laden 
with  fugar  and  indigo,  for  London,  which  had  been  taken 
on  the  19th  preceding,  by  the  Juno  privateer,  belonging 
to-  Bayonne.  On  the  3d  inftant,  about  14*  39'  weft 
longitude  from  the  Start,  captain  Haddock  bore  down 
towa^-ds  a  fail  feen  to  the  leeward,  and  at  nine  in  the 
evening  came  up  with  her.  After  exchanging  two  or 
three  broadfides  with  his  upper-deck  guns  (it  blowing  fo 
fltlh  that  his  lower  ports  could  not  be  opened)  as  well  as  fe- 
ll voUies  of  fmall  arms,  thechace  (Iruck,  and  proved  to  be 

the 
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tlie  Neptune  privateer,  of  Bayonne,  carrying  twenty  guns, 
eight  pounders,  with  a  crew  of  210  men.  In  the 
adion  the  Advice  had  three  men  killed  and  five  wounded. 

"  On  the  9th  inftant  captain  Haddock  took  a  trench 
brigantine,  laden  with  fait  for  St.  Maloc'Si     The  prizes . 
have  been  carried  into  Kinfale." 

We  believe  he  continued  in  the  fame  fhip  till  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  war;  but  have  no  particular  account  of 
his  having  met  with  any  fubfequent  fuccefs.  At  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  year  1749,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial,  held  on  board  the  Charlotte  yacht,  at 
Dcptford,  for  the  trial  of  rear-admiral  Knowles,  and 
was  alfo  one  of  thofe  intended  to  have  compofed  the 
fecond  court  for  the  trial  of  captain  Holmes ;  but  being 
fcized  with  the  fmall  pox,  unhappily  died  of  that,  then 
fatal,  diforder,  at  Chatham,  on  the  6th  of  January 
1749-50,  fome  davs  before  the  trial  commenced. 

HAN  WAY,  Thomas; — fon  to  the  captain  Jonas 
Hanway,  of  whom  we  have  already  given  fome  account*, 
and  brother  to  the  well-known  traveller,  the  philanthropic 
Jonas  Hanway,  proje£lor  and  principal  fupporter  of  the 
marine  fociety,  as  well  as  other  charitable  inltitutions.  Of 
the  earlier  part  of  this  gentleman's  fervice  we  do  not  find  any 
mention  made :  our  information  concerning  him  com- 
mences with  his  promotion  to  the  mortar-bomb  t,  but  at 
what  particular  time  we  know  not.  On  April  5,  1 744,  ho 
'Was  made  captain  of  theShoreham  frigate.  In  the  following 
year  he  commanded  the  Milford,  one  of  the  veflels  ftationcd 
oiF  the  coaft  of  Scotland  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the 
inirodu£lion  of  any  fupplies  from  France  for  the  fuccour 
of  the  pretenders  army  in  that  kingdom.  While  thus 
occupied  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture,  off  Montrofc, 
a  large  French  fhip,  having  on  board  a  quantity  of 
(lores  and  ammunition,  with  a  number  of  experienced 
officers  belonging  to  the  Irifh  brigade,  and  210  foldiers,  a 
lofs  very  fevercly  felt  by  the  infurgents.  In  1746  he  was 
one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court-martial,  held  on 
board  tiic  Prince  of  Orange,  at  Deptford,  for  the  trial  of 

*  See  vol.  iii.  p.  249. 

f  N.  B.  When  captain  of  the  Mortar  bomb  be  captured  Cbe  Aim- 
able  Nannette,  bound  from  Martinico  to  Havre  de  Graced  CBptaia 
flanway  was  then  on  his  paffage  from  Brittol  to  Spilhead. 

Vol.  V.  U  the 
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the  officers  >vho  were  charged  with  mifbehaviour  in  the 
eticounter  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon. 
In  1747  he  commanded  the  Windfor,  of  fixty  giinS|  one 
of  the  fquadron  under  Mr.  Anfon,  which  defeated  and 
captured  the  major  part  of  the  French  armament  under 
M.  de  la  Jonquiere.  Captain  Hanway  had  the  happi* 
nefs  of  diftinguifliing  himfelf  exceedingly  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  the  Windfor  being  among  the  firfl:  (hips  that 
got  up  with  and  engaged  the  enemy. 

His  behaviour  was  no  lefs  gallant  and  confpicuous  in 
the  month  of  Odober,  under  rear-admiral  Hawke,  when 
the  French  armament,  under  L'Etendiere,  fuftained  a  lofs 
and  defeat  no  lefs  remarkable  ^nd  heavy  than  the  preced* 
ing  one  had  been-  The  Windfor  is  faid,  fn  a  private 
account  we  have  feen,  to  have  engaged,  in  rotation,  tvery 
ftip  of  the  French  fquadron,  palling  from  rear  to  van, 
except  the  Intrepide,  which  tacked  purpofely  to  avoid 
gettmg  into  aAion.  It  is  reported  to  have  expended^ 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  hours,  feventy  broadiides,  with 
eight  thoufand  mufket  cartridges :  neverthelefs  the  lofe 
fuftained  by  this  ihip  was,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
trivial,  amounting  to  no  more  than  eight  men  killed  and. 
fifty-nine  wounded,  the  greater  part  of  them  (lightly. 
Capt.  Hanway  is  faid  in  fome  accounts,  but  the  authority 
of  which  we  dare  not  depend  on,  to  have  commanded  the 
Winchefter,  of  fifty  euns,  immediately  after  the  conclufion 
of  the  war,  otherwife  no  mention  is  made  of  him  till  the 
year  1755,  when  he  was  captain  of  the  Weymouth,  of  fixty 
guns,  one  of  the  fhips  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Plymoutn 
in  confequence  of  the  daily  apprehenoed  rupture  with 
France.  In  the  month  of  April  he  repaired  to  America 
with  the  fleet  under  the  orders  of  admiral  Bofcawen.  We 
need  fay  nothing  farther  of  that  expedition,  as  we  have 
already  had  frequent  occafion  to  remark  on  the  few  oc*- 
currences  which  took  place,  and  were  remarkable  enough 
to  require  particular  mention. 

In  the  month  of  May  1756,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
Chichefter,  of  feventy  guns.  He  did  not  long  continue 
in  this  (hip,  which,  while  under  his  command,  does  not 
appear  to  have  engaged  in  any  memorable  or  remarkable 
fervice.  In  1758  he  was  captain  of  the  Duke,  of  ninety 
gunst  suid  was  employed  in  the  Channel  fleet  under  lord 

Anfon*, 
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Anfon.  He  afterwards  commanded,  at  Plymouth,  with 
the  rank  of  commodore.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 761  he  retired  from  the  line  of  adive  command,  and  was 
appointed  commiflioner  of  the  navy  refident  at  Chatham. 
This  office  he  exchanged  with  Mr.  Proby,  in  the  month 
of  Oftobcr  1771,  for  the  comptrollerfhip  of  the  vidual- 
11  ng  accounts.  This  his  new  (lation  he  unhappily  did 
not  lone  continue  to  fill,  dying  at  the  navy-offlce  on  the 
id  of  OSober,  1772,  univerfally  refpeded,  revered  aqd 
loved. 

HARDY,  John,  —  the  younger  brother  of  admiral  fir 
Charles  Hardy  of  whom  we  have  already  given  fome 
account  in  page  99.  In  1742  he  was  fird  lieutenant  of 
the  Superbe,  under  captain  Hervey;  and  being  involved 
in  the  fame  charge  with  his  commander,  of  cruelty  exer« 
cifed  towards  the  crew,  was  accordingly  brought  to  a 
court-martial  with  him,  but  experienced  a  different  fate, 
for  he  was  honourably  acquitted.  He  was  raifed  froin  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  to  oe  commander  of  the  Drake  floop  of 
war  early  in  the  year  1744,  as  fucccflbr  to  the  lord  Thdmas 
Bertie.  He  very  foon  removed  into  the  Vulture,  a  veflcl 
of  the  fame  clafs,  from  which  he  was  promoted,  on  the 
17th  of  Odober,  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridgewater,  a 
twenty-gun  ihip.  He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the 
Torrington,  of  forty-four  guns;  and,  in  February  1745, 
was  one  of  the  members  compoltng  the  court-martial,  held 
on  board  the  Lenox  in  Portlmoutn  harbour,  for  the  trials 
of  th6  captains  Moftyn,  Griffin,  Brett  and  Fowke,  which, 
trivial  as  the  circumilance  is,  is  the  only  mention  we  find 
made  of  him  during  his  continuance  m  that  command. 
In  1746  he  was  paid  off  from  the  Torrington,  at  Plymouth, 
and  never  had  any  fubfequent  appointment.  In  tfie 
month  of  Odlober  1762,  he  retired  altogether  from  the 
fervice,  being  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank 
and  half- pay  of  a  rear-admiral. 

The  remainder  of  his  life  he  pftfled  in  retirement,  and, 
forry  arc  we  to  add,  the  greater  part  of  it  in  much  indi- 
gence. He  is  the  author  of  a  Chronological  Lift  of  tha 
Captains  of  his  Majefty's  Navy,  publifhed  in  1779,  which 
meeting  with  an  extenfive  fale,  became,  as  we  have  been 
well  informed,  for  fome  time  his  principal  fupport.  He 
^ led  in  obfcurity  about  the  month  of  May  1796. 

U  2  H^tRISON, 
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HARRISON,  Thomas,— was  nephew  to  that  brave 
and  worthy  veteran  officer  admiral  Henry  Harrifon*. 
In  1739  he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Greenwich  t.  He 
was  advanced  in  the  month  of  0£tober  1743,  from 
that  rank  to  be  commander  of  the  Lightening  bomb- 
ketch.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1744,  he  was  promoted  to 
be  captain  of  the  Port  Mahon  frigate,  a  veflel  employed  as 
a  cruifer.  In  this  line  of  fervice  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  capture,  when  on  his  firft  cruife  to  the  fouthward  of 
Cape  Clear,  a  valuable  French  (hip,  bound  from  Petit 
Guave  to  Bourdeaux,  called  the  New  Alliance.  No 
other  particulars  are  given  us  of  this  gentleman,  except 
that  he  died  in  England  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1752. 

KEPPEL,  Lord  Vifcount, — was  the  fccond  fon  of 
William  Anne,  fecond  carl  of  Albemarle  J,  and  the  lady 
Anne  Lenox,  daughter  of  Charles  Lenox,  firft  duke  of 
Richipond.  He  was  born  on  the  2d  of  April,  1 725 ;  and 
having  attached  himfelf  to  the  naval  fervice  was  fent  at  a 
very  early  age  to  fea,  under  the  proteflion  and  care  of 
commodore  Anfon,  when  that  gentleman  was  ordered  to  the 
South  Seas.  Of  the  very  few  hoftile  encounters  in  which 
this  armament  was  concerned^  the  attack  of  Paita  may  be 
remembered  as  the  moft  confequential,  and  Mr.  Keppel  is 
recorded  as  having  had  in  the  trifling  defence  made  by  the 


-   u. 


♦  Sec  p.  24. 

-f  In  the  month  of  July,  in  this  year,  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Winter,  of  the  pipe-oflke,  with  whom  he  had  a  fortune  of  5000I. 

{  Of  this  family  Collins  gives  us. the  following  particulars. 

*'  One  of  the  moft  ancient  and  eminent  families  among  the  nobility 
of  Cuelderland  is  this  of  Keppel,  whofe  caflle  (fituated  in  a  lordfhip 
of  the  fame  name,  in  the  county  of  Zntphcn,  near  the  Old  Yfel]  is 
not  more  remarkable  for  its  antiquity  than  the  great  privileges  it  en- 
j«ya,  a  particular  account  whereof  may  be  feen  in  the  defcription  of 
Giielderland. 

"  Wolter  van  Keppel  was  lord  of  Keppe!  in  1 179,  and  1231,  and 
founded  a  monaftery  at  Bethlehem,  near  £)o6)inchem.  By  his  wife 
Beatrice,  he  was  father  of  Dereck,  who  became  lord  of  Keppel :  and 
Wolter,  who  held  the  lordfhip  of  Vcrwoclde,  under  his  elder  bro- 
ther, which  however  contined  to  his  pollcriiy,  for  his  younger  fon, 
Hcndric  van  Keppel,  was  featcd  at  WcQcrhoIt,  near  Lochum;  and 
the  elder,  Derek  van  Keppel  (who  was  living  13«6)  had,  among  oihcr 
children,  a  fon  of  his  own  name,  who  held  the  lordfhip  of  Vcrwoeldc, 
ai  a  fief  of  his  coufin,  Sweder  van  Voerft,  lord  of  Vocrft  and  Keppel, 
in  the  year  1362.  From  this  noble  was  lineally  defccnded,  in  eight 
generations,  Arnold  Jood  Van  Keppel,  who  attended  king  William 
to  England,  and  was  created  earl  ot  Albemarle,  by  that  prince,  Feb. 

enemy  ^ 
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cneniy,  a  very  narrow  and  fingular  cfcape.  He  accom- 
panied Mr.,  afterwards  fir  Piercy  Brett,  >\ho  comniandedy 
and  one  of  tiic  few  random  (hot,  fired  at  the  boats,  ihaved, 
as  is  cxprcired  in  the  account  of  commodore  Anfon's 
voyage,  the  peak  of  a  jockey's  cap,  he  then  wore,  clofe  to 
his  temple.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  during 
the  courfe  of  the  expedition,  except  that  he  was  appointed 
a  lieutenant  after  the  capture  of  the  galleon.  He  was  in 
September  1744,  almofl  immediately  after  his  return  to 
England,  promoted  to  be  commander  of  a  new  (loop  of 
war,  but  was  not  permitted  10  continue  long  in  that 
Situation,  being  advanced,  on  the  nth  of  December  in 
the  fame  year,  to  be  captain  of  the  Sapphire  frigate.  This 
vcifel  was  employed  as  a  cruifer,  a  fervice  in  which  her 
commander  appears  to  have  been  extremely  a£tivcy  and 
very  fuccefsful,  he  having,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1745,  captured  a  large  French  fliip  from  Martinico, 
bound  to  Rochfort,  called  the  Atalanta.  Her  4k;'go  was 
very  valuable,  confifting  principally  of  fugar,  with  fooic 
coffee  and  cotton ;  nor  was  her  force  defpicable,  (he  hav* 
ing  eighteen  guns  be  fides  fwivcls  mounted,  and  being  man*, 
ned  with  a  proportionate  crew. 

Good  fortune  continuing  to  attend  him,  on  the  2oih  of 
May  following  he  fell  in  with,  between  the  Old  Head  of 
Kinfale  and  Cape  Clear,  a  ftout  Spanifli  privateer  be- 
longing to  Bilboa,  called  the  Supcrbc.  This  vefTel 
mounted  no  more  than  fixteen  gims,  fo  that  refiflance 
would  have  been  fiuitlefs;  but  being  a  very  faft  failer,  and 
exerting  every  manoeuvre  to  efcape,  was  not  captured  till 
^fter  a  chace  of  feveral  hours  continuance.  In  1746  he 
commanded  the  Maiddonc,  of  fifty  guns,  a  fliip  employed  in 
the  fame  line  of  fervice :  but  during  this  year  no  other  men- 
tion is  made  of  him,  than  as  the  captor  of  a  fmall  French 
privateer,  called  the  Ferret,  belonging  to  St.  Maloe's, 
carrying  four  carriage  and  ten  fwivel  guns,  with  a 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  A  melancholy 
befel  him  on  the  7th  of  July,  1747,  as  he  was  giving 
tt)  a  French  privateer.  Running  too  near  the  fliort  on 
the  coafi  of  trance,  near  Nantz,  the  Maidftone  vos  ur^ 
fortunately  loft ;  botli  himfelf  and  his  crew  wen  naf^iiy 
faved  :  and  there  is  a  pidure  of  him  painted  In*  nr  J(  " 
Kevnolds,  which  reprefents  him  as  jiifi 
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Okipwreck.  Being  Quickly  exchanged,  and  acquitted 
hortoiiraMy  of  all  blame  attachable  to  the  preceding  mif- 
forttine,  he  was,  at  the  conclulion  of  the  year,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  court-martial  aflembled  at  Portfmouth, 
for  the  trial  of  captain  Fox.  He  was  at  that  time  captain  of 
the  Anfon,  a  new  ihip  of  fixty-four  gims,  one  of  th# 
Cruifing  fleet  kept  at  Tea  in  the  Channel  during  the  debili-^ 
fated  remainder  of  the  war.  The  return  of  peace  did  not, 
however,  caufc  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Keppel;  in  1749, 
having  his  pendant  on  board  the  Centurion,  he  was  fent 
commodore  of  the  fquadron  employed  on  the  Meditcrra- 
i>*an  ftation,  where  he  very  eminently  didingtiiflied  him* 
felf,  as  well  by  his  fpirittd  a6livity  as  his  agreeable  and 
2lCcomnntodating  manners,  at  the  fame  time  difplaying  the 
grcateft  firmnefs,  when  *  either  the  honour  of  his  country 
er  his  own  was  at  the  fmalleft  hazard. 

^  Conimo<^ 

■■■I    ■—>.■■,      ■  1'      ■■.■■       ^  , 

*  The  following  official  particular!  will  fufficietidy  explain  the 
liohburabie  manner  in  which  nc  was  received,  and  the  great  firmncff 
Mt  di(^layiad  on  »  particular  and  tntertfting  occafion.— He  was  feni 
principally  to  demand  fatisfaflion  for  the  intuit,  as  well  u  to  proeuro 
leftiiiiuon  of  the  trcafure  taken  out  of  the  Prince  Frederic  packet-boat, 
in  which  he  at  fird  met  with  fume  obftaclci;  the  conclufion  was  how* 
ever  fortunate,  pwjng  ip  Mr.  Keppel's  fpirit  and  perfeversince. 

<«  Algiers,  July  14,  J750, 

•  ".On  the  84th  of  June  commodore  Keppel  arrived  herp,  from 
Malioo,  in  his  ma  jelly's  fliip  the  Centurion,  with  the  Aflurance,  Uni« 
corn^  and  Scahorie,  and  was  immediately  laluted  from  the  ramparts 
with.,  the  ufual  compliment  of  twenty-one  guns.  On  the  ad  inftant 
the  eomfciodore  came  on  (Iiore,  and  was  again  fainted  with  twenty^ 
Mie'  guns.  Having  demanded  an  audience,  the  commodore,  together 
wjth  Ambroie  Stanyford,  er<^.  bis  Britannick  majcfly's  confuJ,  who  it 
ioioed  in  commiflion  with  him,  went  in  the  afternoon,  attended  by  a 
number  pf  officers,  and  prcfented  their  commiflion,  empowenng  them 
to  adjufl  all  differences  between  the  two  nations.  To  his  highncfs  the 
Pey,  on  the  7th,  they  wrre  admitted  to  another  audience,  in  which 
they  fully  explained  to  his  highncfs  the  purport  of  their  commifEoa; 
^t  both  which  au4iences  tbcy  were  received  with  great  civility." 

*?  Algiers,  Augud  27,  1750. 

•*  On  ihr  «2d  paft,  a  French  vcffrl,  xnth  about  fevcnty  pafTengcrs 

'^lo'^t  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  from  Tetuan;  and  a  report 

^  immediately  fpread  that  the  plague  was  00  bo<ird,  the  Dcy  gave 

mi  that  no  person  fhould  come  on  (horc,  and  agreed  with  the  French 

|ttl  that  the  faid  vcHcI  Ibould  pciform  a  quarantine  of  forty  days  : 

bu| 
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Commodore  Keppel  continued  on  the  fame  ftation  no 
inconfiderable  length  of  time,  and  about  the  end  of  the 
following  year  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey 
of  Als^CTB,  for  the  arrangement  of  which  he  failed  from 
Fort  lit.  Philip's,  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  on  the  ift  of 
May.  An  aft  of  piracy  committed  by  one  of  the  cor- 
fairs  juft  before  this  time,  rendered  it  neceflary  that  fome 
immediate  explariation  (hould  be  given,  and  that  the  fub- 
fifting  treaty  (hould  be  renewed  and  republifhed.  The 
Dey  received  him  in  the  mildeft,  and  making  proper 
allowances  for  the  eccentricities  of  the  Mahometan  cu- 
(loms,  the  mod  fubmifGve  manner.  He  acknowledged 
to  him,  *^  That  one  of  his  officers^ had  been  guilty  of  a 
very  great  fault,  which  tended  to  embroil  him  with  his 
chiefeft  and  beft  friends;  wherefore  he  (hould  never  more 
ferve  him  by  land  or  fea,  and  hoped  the  king  his  mafter, 
would  look  on  it  as  the  aftion  of  a  fool  or  a  madman,  th|it 
he  .would  take  care  nothing  AouM  happen  again  in  the  like 
nature^and  concluded  bvdefiringthey  might  be  better  friends 
than  ever."  This  declaration  was  tranlmitted  to  England 
by  the  commodore,  and  publi(hed  by  the  admiralty  on  the 
asdofMay,  1751.  Intaecourfeof theenfuingTummerhe 
arranged  a  fimilar  treaty  with  the  (lates  of  Tripoli  and 
Tunis**     The  term  of  three  years,  which  is  the  period 

ufually 

bat  ss  Mr.  Keppel,  theBrltifti  comnodore,  took  it  into  confideration, 
that  »s  thofe  people  were  ahfulutely  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  qoarantiDc, 
and  confequently  had  neither  regulations  nor  officers  adapted  thereto, 
that  there  would  be  the  grcateft  danger  of  the  infcQion  being  intro- 
dnced  by  fome  rafh  attempt  or  other  of  the  paflengers ;  he  therefore 
reprefeotcd  to  the  Dey,  that  the  important  command  his  Bptalinick 
inaje%  had  intruded  him  with,  obliged  him  to  remonflraffe' to  his 
highnefs,  that  be  could  by  no  means  think  of  (bying  one  moitient  In 
the  bay,  unlets  that  vefTcl  was  ordered  away  immediately ;  upon  which 
the  Dey  fent  that  inflant  for  the  French  dniggoman,  and  gave  him 
orders  to  (end  the  veflcl  away  dire£ily;  which  was  done  accordingly, 
not  only  to  the  fatish£Uon  of  the  Bntxfh  commodore,  but  to  that  of 
the  whole  city." 

•  "  Gazette,  No.  9t25»    Whitehall,  Jan.  7,  175a. 

"  Coinmodore  Keppel,  commander  of  his  majeAy's  fquadron  in 
the  Mediterranean,  has  tranfcniued  hither  a  treaty  of  peace  and  com* 
merce  between  bis  majefly  and  the  kinsdom  of^  Tripoli,  concluded 
and  (igned  the  19th  day  of  September  lait  pad,  By  him,  the  (aid  com* 

U  4  modore 
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iifually  allotted  to  commands  of  this  kind,  expiring  foon 
4fter  tlie  conclufion  of  the  bufmefsjiift  mentioned,  the 
commodore  returned  to  England,  where  he  arrived  with 
his  whole  fquadron  on  the  26th  of  Augull,  1753  *. 

In  the  month  of  September  1754,  he  was  appointed 
commodore  of  the  fquadron  fent  to  efcort  the  troops  for 
Virginia,  which  were  commanded  by  the  unfortunate 
Mr.  Braddock.  Ilc-hoilted  his  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Centurion,  of  fixty  guns,  and  remained  on  the  fame 
flation  for  fome  time  after  he  had  accompliflicd  the  firfl 
.objecl  of  his  miilion.  During  his  continuance  there  he 
"appears  to  have  been  very  adlively  t  employed  in  the 
arrangement  of  divers  points  connected  with  the  opera-;, 
lions  intended  to  be  carried  into  execution  againil  the 

■  encroachments  of  the  French,  who  were  feconded  by  the 
Indian  nations,  whom  they  had  fpirited  up  for  that  pur* 
pofe. 

A  private  letter  from  Virginia,  dated  April  the  16th, 
1755,  gives  us  the  following  information,  "  All  the 
governors  on  the  Continent,  with  general  Braddock  and 

'  commodore  Keppel,  had  a  meeting  at  Annapolis  a  few 
days  before,  when  it  is  fuppofed  a  plan  of  operations  was 

■  ■■        till      »         I       I  ■■       II  — ^^— . 

inodore  Keppel,  and  Robert  White,  efq.  his  majefly's  conful -general 
at  Tripoli,  with  the  Divan,  Kiaja,  Bey,  and  Bafliaw  of  the  flate  or 
kingdom  of  Tripoli. 

**  The  faid  commodore  Keppel  has  alfo  tranfmitted  hither  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce  between  his  majeOy  and  the  Hate  of  Tunis, 
concluded  and  (igned  the  19th  of  0£lober  lafl  paft,  by  the  faid  com- 
modore and  Charles  Gordon,  efq.  his  m^efty's  confuKgeneral  at 
Tunis,  vith  the  lord  Ali  Pafcha,  Begler  Bev,  and  fupreme  com- 
.  xnandrr  of  the  faid  ftate  of  Tunis." 

^     f  Collins  errpneoufly  flates  the  commodore  to  have  reached  £ng* 
|and  before  the  the  end  of  year  1^52. 

t  Mr.  Braddock,  ia  a  letter  written  bv  him  to  the  fccretary  of  (late, 
dated  Williamfljurg,  Virginia,  March  18,  1755,  pays  Mr.  Keppel  the 
following  compliment. 

••I  think  myfclf  very  happy  in  being  afTociatcd  with  an  officer  of 
Mr.  KeppcPs  abilities  and  good  difponfions,  which  appears  by  his 
readinefs  to  enter  into  every  mcafurc.  that  may  be  conducive  to  the 
Ajpccis  of  this  undertaking.  As  but  four  pieces  of  twelve  pounds  were 
given  me  with  the  train,  and  a  greater  number  appeared  ncccfTary,  I 
'  applied  to  him  to  have  four  more  from  his  (hips,  which  he  granted  me, 
and  many  oihcr  things  I  flood  in  need  of."  And  again,  **  I  have 
fcad  from'cominodoxc  Keppel  all  the  ailillance  polliblj:." 

COIU 
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concerted.  They  went  afterwards  to  the  camp  of  Alex- 
andria, and  reviewed  the  troops,  which  amounted  to  about 
fix  thoufand  men,  who  immediately  after  marched  to 
Will's  Creek,  where  they  are  to  wait  farther  orders." 

He  returned  to  Europe  •  after  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Brad* 
dock,  a  paiTcnger  on  board  the  Scahorfe,  and  the  (ituation 
of  affair*  with  refped  to  France  becoming  daily  more  cri- 
tical, the  equipment  of  a  formidable  naval  force  was  purRied 
with  unremitted  vigour.  Mr.  Keppel  was  appointed  to  the 
Swififurc,  from  which  he  quickly  afterwards  removed  into 
the  Torbay,  and  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  with  a 
fmall  fquadron,  confifting  of  four  (hips;  but  was  obliged 
to  return  to  Plymouth,  his  people  being  extremely  fickly. 
In  the  enfuing  month,  having  in  the  interim  repaired  to 
Spithead,  he  was  fent  out  fenior  officer  of  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron ordered  to  cruife  in  foundings,  confiding,  exclufive 
of  his  own  ihip,  of  the  Elfex,  of  fixty-four  guns,  with  the 
Unicorn  and  Gibraltar  frigates.  He  failed  from  Spithead 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  No 
other  particular  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  re- 
mainder of  tiic  year,  except  his  having  been  one  of  the 
members  of  Mr.  Byngs  court-martial,  and  as  having 
applied,  though  ineffefluallyy  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
of  which  he  was  then  member,  to  be  releafed  from  his 
oath  of  fccrccy  taken  on  that  occafion  t.  In  the  enfuing 
Year  he  ferved  under  fir  Edward  Hawke  on  the  unfuccel- 
fnl  expedition  undertaken  againll  Rochfort;  but  is  not 
particularly  noticed,  otherwise  than  as  having  been  one  of 
the  captains  ordered  to  chafe  a  French  ihip  of  the  line, 
which  was  difcovercd  (landing  in  for  the  fleet  when  in 
}3a{que  Road,  but  which,  notwithdanding  all  their  vigi- 
lance, contrived  to  get  off.  During  the  fummer  of  the 
enfuing  year  he  occafionally  commanded  a  fmall  flying 
iquadron  employed  on  ihort  cruifes  in  the  Channel,  and 
off  the  French  coaft,  a  fervice  in  which  he  was  tolerably 

*  Early  in  1755  he  wu  chofcn  reurcfcnutive  in  parliament  for  the 
city  of  Cbichefler,  as  fucccflbr  to  his  brother,  who  became  at  that  time 
rarl  of  Albemarle,  in  confequence  of  the  death  of  hit  father.  At  the 
next  general  cleflion  he  was  returned  for  Windfor,  which  place  he 
continued,  through  every  fucceeding  parliament,  to  reprefent  till  the 
^'car  1780,  when  he  was  returned  for  the  county  of  Surry. 

t  Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  173.  ct  fcq. 

fucccrsfbl 
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fiiccefsful,  having  made  feveral  valuable  and  confequential 
prizes. 

At  the  conduiion  of  the  year  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  expedition  fent  againft  the  French 
fettlement  of  Goree,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  failed  on 
the  joth  of  Odober»  having  his  broad  pendant  on  board 
the  Torbay,  with  the  following  force  under  his  command, 
theNaffau,  of  feventy  guns;  the  Fougueux,  of  fixty-four; 
the  Dunkirk,  of  fixty ;  the  Litchfield,  of  fifty ;  the  Prince 
Edward,  of  forty;  the  Saltafh  (loop,  two  bomb-ketches, 
one  firelhip  (the  Roman  Emperor),  and  a  number  of 
tranfports  with  two  regiments  of  troops  on  board.  Mr. 
Keppel  is  on  this  occafion  faid  to  have  received  an 
extraordinary  commifTion  appointing  him  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  troops  us  well  as  the  fquadron.  He  quitted 
Cork  on  the  i  ith  of  November,  and  experienced  a  number 
of  delays  and  misfortunes  while  on  his  paffage.  The 
Litchfield,  of  fifty  guns,  together  with  the  Somerfet 
tranfport,  were  wrecked,  on  the  29th  of  November,  upon 
the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about  nine  leagues  to  the  northward 
of  SafFy ;  and  what  rendered  the  misfortune  more  lament- 
able, all  the  people  who  lived  to  reach  the  fhore  were  made 
prifoners  by  the  Moors. 

Mr.  Keppel  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  happily 
got  to  an  anchor  off  the  ifland  of  Goree,  on  the  the  24th 
«f  December*,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The 


*  The  following  modcft  but  100  concife  account  of  this  fucccfs  was 
p/fCQ  by  the  commodore  in  his  leuer  10  the  fecRtary  of  (late. 

««  Sir, 

"**  I  arrived  here  with  the  fquadron  under  my  command  on  the  28th 
of  December  paft,  in  the  evening.  The  next  morning,  agreeable  to 
his  majedy's  inflruAions,  I  attacked,  with  the  (hips,  the  foit  and  batteries 
on  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  were  foon  reduced  to  defirc  permi(rion 
to  capitulate.  The  governor's  demands  were,  to  be  allowed  to  march 
the  French  troops  our  of  the  garrifon  with  the  honours  of  war.  His 
terms  I  abfolutely  rcjeHed  and  began  n  frcfh  attack :  it  was,  however, 
but  of  very  fhort  duration,  when  the  forts,  garrifon,  &c.  furrendered 
at  difcretion  to  his  maJeOv's  fquadron. 

•«  Lieute!»ant-coloncl  Worgc  had  his  troops  embarkM  in  tlie  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  in  good  order  an<f  readincfs  at  a  proper  diflance, 
with  the  tranfporti,  to  attempt  a  defcent,  when  it  mould  be  found 
pra6Ucable  or  uc^iinte. 

"  Two 
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The  Saltafli  floop  of  war  was  ordered  into  a  bay  between 
point  Barnabas  and  point  Goree,  to  facilitate  and  cover  the 
landing  of  the  troops  whenever  it  (hould  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. The  arrangements  for  the  attack  were  not  com«^ 
Jieted  till  the  28thy  when,  at  four  in  the  morning,  the 
at-bottomed  boats  were  ordered  on  board  the  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops,  which  were  all  of  them  ready  to  be 
put  on  (horc  by  nine  o'clock.  The  (hips  of  war  were 
during  this  time  by  no  means  idle  or  indifferent  fpedlators, 
preparing  themfelves  to' cannonade  the  fortrefs,  which^ 
from  particular  circumflances,  was  enabled  to  make  no 
contemptible  defence.  The  weft  front  was  the  ftrongeft ; 
it  ncverthclefs  became  neceflTary  to  make  the  attack  on 
that  quarter,  as  it  was  the  lee  fide,  and  if  the  cables  of 
any  of  the  (hips  (hould  be  cut  by  the  enemy's  (hot,  they 
could  put  to  Tea  without  danger  or  farther  accident,  and 
return  again  to  the  attack:  whereas,  if  the  aflault  had 
been  made  on  the  eaftern  or  weaked  front,  the  (hips 
might,  in  cafe  of  the  misfortune  already  fuggefted,  have 
ran  on  (hore  before  they  could  have  again  brought  up. 

The  following  judicious  arrangement  was  made  by  Mr. 
Keppel  for  the  attack.  The  Firedrake  bomb  was  ordered 
to  proceed,  covered  by  the  Prince  Edward  from  the  fire 


**  Two  dayt  after  the  furrender  of  the  iflaod  I  ordered  it  to  be  de* 
livered  up,  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  (lores,  and  proviffons,  &c. 
found  in  it,  to  the  officer  and  troops  lieutenant-colonel  Worse 
thought  fit  to  garrifon  the  place  with;  and  the  colonel  is  taking  all 
imaginable  pains  to  fettle  and  regulate  the  garrifon  in  the  bed  raanner 
and  as  faft  as  circumdances  will  admit  of. 

**  The  indoCed,  fir,  is  the  ftate  of  the  ifland,  with  the  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  found  in  the  place  at  the  time  of  its  fur- 
fender. 

**  French,  made  prifoners  of  war,  three  hundred* 

*'  Blacks  in  arms,  a  great  number ;  but  I  am  not  well  enough  ia* 
formed,  as  yet,  to  fay  precifely. 

**  The  lofs  the  enemy  fuftained,'as  to  men,  is  fo  very  differently 
ftated  to  me,  bv  ihofe  that  have  been  afked,  that  1  muft  defer  faying 
the  number  till  another  opportunity. 

"  Iron  ordnance,  of  different  bores,  ninety- three;  one  brafs  twelve* 
pounder;  iron  fwivels,  mounted  on  carriages,  eleven;  brafs  mortara, 
mounted  on  beds,  two  of  thirteen  ^hes;  ditto,  one  of  ten  inches; 
iron,  one  of  ten  inches.  In  th^Jpj^azine— powder,  one  hundred 
barrels;  provifions  of  all  fpecies, ■  for  four  hundred  raeui  for  fear 

•f 
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of  the  enetny>  to  anchor  abreaft  of  a  fmall  lunette  bat- 
tery en  barbet,  a  little  below  the  citadel  to  the  northward. 
The  eldell  captain,  Mr.  Sayer>  in  the  Naflau,  was  ordered 
to  lead  the  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  and  anchor  oppofite 
to  St.  Peter's  battery,  of  five  guns :  the  Dunkirk  followed 
to  bring  up  abreail  of  a  battery  to  the  northward 
of  the  former,  which  was  not  finiihed,  nor  an  embra* 
fure  at  that  time  opened :  the  commodore,  in  the  Tor- 
bay,  followed  him,  taking,  for  his  part,  the  weft  point 
battery,  of  five  guns,  and  tlie  weft  corner  of  St.  Francis's 
fort,  mounting  four  fmallcrguns:  capt.  Knight,  in  the  Fou- 
gucux,  ftationed  fccond  on  the  left,  biinging  up  the  rear, 
(having  dire<Etions,  at  the  fame  time,  to  cover  the  other 
bomb  on  his  ftarboard  quarter)  had  allotted  to  his  (hare 
the  mortar-battery,  fo  called  from  two  large  mortars 
covered  by  that  battery. 

The  moment  the  firft  (hip  had  dropt  her  anchor  from 
her  ftern,  (he  was  ordered  to  hoift  a  pendant  at  her  mizen- 
peak,  to  acquaint  the  next  (hip  that  (lie  had  brought  up, 
which  fignal  was  to  be  repeated  by  each  (hip  as  (he  (hould 
take  her  ftation,  it  being  a  part  of  the  orders  that  not  a 
gun  (hould  be  fired  till  each  captain  had  his  (hip  abreaft  of 
his  poft,  and  moored  both  ahead  and  ftern.  Mr.  Keppel 
concluded  thcfe  inftru6lions  with  his  good  wifhes  for  their 
fuccefs,  dcfiring  they  would  get  on  board  their  refpeflivc 
veffels  as  fail  as  poftible,  and  lead  on. 

The  bomb-ketch,  and  the  covering  (hip,  the  Prince 
Edward,  proceeded  for  their  appointed  ftation  about  nine 
in  the  morning.  The  former  commenced  the  afiault  in 
about  ten  minutes  after  (he  got  under  weigh  by  throwing 
a  (hell,  which  was  returned  by  a  very  briflc  fire  from  the 
different  batten  s  of  the  fort.  Their  retaliation  was  too 
fuccefsful,  for,  as  it  is  faid,  the  fecond  (hot  which  the  enemy 
fired,  carried  away  the  Prince  Edward's  tiag-ftaff,  and 
fet  fire  to  her  arm-cheft,  which  blowing  up,  killed  a  ma- 
rine. This  accident  caufing  fomc  confufion,  the  enemy 
profited  by  it ;  and  finding  their  fire  not  returned, 
pointed  their  guns  with  fo  much  care  and  caution,  that 
feveral  of  the  crew  were  killed  and  wounded,  as  well 
as   confiderable   damage    done    to   the  lliip    before    (he 


was  in  a  condition  to  take  her  revenge. 


Mr, 
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Mr.  Keppely  who  anxioufly  watched  every  incident, 
obferving  that  the  Firedrake  confiderably  overcharged  her 
mortarSy  infomuch  that  the  (hells  flew  over  the  ifland  and 
fell  confiderably  beyond  it  to  the  fouthward,  a  circum- 
Aance  thofc  on  board  could  not  perceive,  in  confequence 
of  the  fmoke  in  which  they  were  invclopcd,  he  fcnt  his 
boat  on  board  the  Furnace  ketch,  with  orders,  ^^  That  as 
they  faw  the  error  of  the  other  in  overcharging  the  mortars, 
they  would  avoid  that  extreme ;  and  that,  as  the  enemy 
feemed  bent  upon  finking  the  Prince  Edward  and  Firedrake, 
he  defired  they  would,  at  the  didance  they  then  were,  begin 
their  bombardment,  and  endeavour,  as  much  as  pofTible,  to 
draw  part  of  the  enemy's  attention  from  their  fuffering 
friends."  The  Furnace,  in  compliance  with  this  order, 
bore  up  clofe  under  the  Fougueux's  ftern,  and  coming  to 
on  her  larboard  quarter,  began  to  bombard  with  Tome  liic- 
cefs.  Mr.  Keppel  paid  attention  in  the  next  inflance  to 
the  Prince  Edward,  and  made  the  fignul  for  the  Naffau  to 
bear  down  to  her  aiTidance ;  but  a  long  time  elapfed  be- 
fore the  enemy's  attention  could  be  fo  fuccefsfuUy  divided 
as  to  caufe  any  material  diverfion,  for,  owing  to  a  dead 
calm,  that  (hip  was  nearly  thirty  minutes  in  wearing. 
The  commodore  himfelf  in  the  Torbay,  tc^ether  with 
the  Fougeux,  were  alfo  confiderably  retarded,  particularly 
the  latter,  which  (hip  was  much  impeded  by  the  Fur- 
nace bomb-ketch,  which  ran  athwart  his  lee  bow. 

Mr.  Keppel,  in  the  Torbay,  brought,  up  abrcaft  of  the 
capital  of  the  weft  point  battery,  fo  that  the  enemy  could 
not  bring  a  fingle  gun  to  bear  on  him  from  thence ;  they 
could  only  annoy  him  from  two  gims  mounted  on  St. 
Pierre's  baftion,  and  three  in  a  fmall  lunette  on  the  hill, 
the  attention  of  both  which  pofts  was  very  confiderably 
attradtcd  by  the  other  attacking  (hips.  The  fire,  indeed, 
from  the  Torbay  was  fo  rapid,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
ftcadily  fupported,  that  the  beft  provided  fortification 
would  fcarcely  have  been  able  to  wi^hftand  its  fury.  It 
is  ellewhcre  obferved,  "  the  Ihip  was  in  one  continued 
blaze  of  fire;  and  that  part  of  the  ifland  itfelf  oppofite  to 
which  the  Torbay  brought  up,  was  darkened  in  a  wonder* 
ful  and  almoft  incredible  degree  by  the  impenetrable  cloud 
of  fmoke."  The  defenders,  terrified  at  this  artificial 
thunder,  unanimoiilly  ran  from  their  quarters,  but  were 

ordered 
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Ofdered  to  return  on  pain  of  inftant  death.  The  flag, 
however,  was  (Iruck  by  order  of  the  governor,  and  the  fire 
df  the  Britiih  fquadron  ceafed. 

A  lieutenant  being  ordered  on  ihore,  attended  by  the. 
commodore's  fecretary,  in  order  to  fettle  and  arrange  ti&o 
terms  of  capitulation,  was  furprized  on  being  aflced  be* 
fore  they  Quitted  the  boat,  '*  on  what  terms  the  furrendec 
was  expe^ed  ?"  The  lieutenant,  aftoniihed  at  the  queC- 
tion,  afked  *^  if  they  had  not  (truck  their  flag,  intimating  an 
unconditional  fubmidion  reding  merely  on  the  clemency 
of  the  viftor?"  He  was  anlwered  **  No:  lowering 
of  the  flag  was  intended  only  as  a  fignal  for  a  parley." 
Being  told  the  commodore  would  not  iiften  to  any 
other  terms  than  a  furrender  at  difcretion,  the  French 
commandant  anfwered,  **  I  am  (till  prepared  to  defend 
myfelf,  and  will  continue  to  do  it,  if  the  French  troops 
are  not  permitted  to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war." 
The  o(hccr  rcmonft rated,  but  in  vain,  on  the  folly  of  the 
enemy  making  any  farther  refifbnce,  particularly  as  all 
the  (hips  were  fafely  and  mod  judicioufly  polled  in  their 
feverally  allotted  ihtions.  But  this  reprefentation  being 
inefiedual  he  departed,  after  having  told,  him,  **  that  a 
gun  fired  over  the  iiland,  by  the  commodore,  fhould  be 
the  fignal  for  the  renewal  of  hoflilities." 

When  Mr.  Keppel  was  informed  of  the  commandant's 
ridiculous  obdinacy,  he  indantly  ordered  the  fignal  to 
be  given.  It  was  immediately  followed  by  a  difcharge 
of  his  own  broadfide,  and  by  a  fimilar  falute  from  every 
gun  in  the  fquadron  that  was  ready,  and  bore  on  the  works 
of  the  enemy.  Before,  however,  the  fire  could  be  re-  * 
peated,  the  governor  finding  his  foldiers  abfolutely  refufed 
to  ftand  any  longer  to  their  guns,  ordered  the  regimental 
colours  to  be  dropt  over  the  walls,  as  a  fignal  of  furrendcr- 
ing  at  difcretion.  Mr.  Keppel  immediately  fent  a  party 
of  marines  afhore,  who  taking  poffeflion  of  the  fort,  hoided 
the  Britifh  colours,  and  finifhed  the  ceremony  by  three 
loud  huzzas  from  the  battlements  of  the  citadel  and  cadle 
of  St.  Michael.  In  the  preceding  attack  upwards  of  one 
hundred  of  the  afTailants  were  killed  and  wounded ;  but  it 
is pofitively  alferted  by  Campbell,  "  that  of  the  French  not 
a  nngle  man  was  killed ;"  fo  that  the  terror  alone  of  what 
the  Britifh  arms  were  able  to  effcd  accomplifhed  this, 

J  which 


NAVAL  OmCItS  OF  GRBAT  BRITAIN.  319 

which  tnajy  without  much  impropriety^  be  called  t  pre-- 
mature  conqueft. 

The  commodore  havine  taken  his  prifoners  on  board 
and  left  a  fufficient  garrilon  to  fecure  his  conqueft,  re. 
paired,  en  the  27th  of  January^  to  Sene^l,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  fome  fmall  though  neceflary  arrangements 
there,  which  being  accomplifhedi  he  returned  diredly  to 
Enelandy  where  he  arrived  in  fafety  on  the  ift  of  March. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year  he  ferved  as  a  privato 
<:aptain  in  the  Channel  fleet,  commanded  by  (ir  Edward 
Hawke,  and  bore  a  very  confpicuous  diftinguiihed  (hare 
in  the  defeat  of  the  French  armament  under  the  marquis 
de  ConflanSi  the  Thefee,  of  feventy- four  guns,  having, 
as  it  is  reported,  been  funk  by  the  fire  of  the  Torbay.  in 
the  enfuing  year  he  continued  to  be  employed  on  the 
home  ftation,  principally  in  the  occafional  command  of  one 
of  the  fmall  fquadrons  (lationed  to  watch  that  remnant  of  the 
enemy's  fleet  which  had  eifeded  its  efcape  from  the  en- 
counter juft  mentioned.  He  had  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year  removed  into  the  Valiant,  a  new  (hip  of  feventy-four 
guns,  in  which  he  ferved  during  the  fummer,  under  (ir 
Edward  Hawke,  in  Quiberon  Bay.  Towards  its  con- 
clufion  he  was  chofen  to  command-in-chief  a  fauadron  of 
ten  (hips  of  the  line*,  befides  frigates  and  fmalter  veflels,^ 
which  were  to  cover  an  expedition  concerted  by  the 
Britifh  miniftry  s^ainft  the  coaft  of  France;  fome,  who 
pretend  to  be  much  in  the  fecret,  fay  the  ifland  of  Marti- 
nico.  Matters  were  in  fo  forward  a  (late  of  preparation^ 
that  his  late  majefty,  two  days  only  before  his  death,  fair 
a  battalion  of  the  foot  guards,  part  of  the  army  deftined  for 
this  fervice,  pafs  in  review  before  him  at  Kenfmgton- 
palace.  The  death  of  the  king  put,  however,  a  temporar]r 
(top  to  the  expedition.  It  was  refumed  in  the  enfuing 
fpring,  and  fent  againft  the  ifland  of  Belleifle.  It  failed 
from  Spithead  on  the  29th  of  March,  1761 ;  and  the  firft 
part  of  the  undertaking  bore  rather  an  inaufpicious  afped. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  land  the  troops  at  Lomaria  Bay 
on  the  8th  of  April ;  but,  owing  to  the  natural  flrength  of 
the  part  attacked,  and  the  very  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy 

*  In  the  month  of  Fehniary  1760,  he  was  appomied  colonel  of 
Ute  FJymourb  divifion  of  marines. 

t8 
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to  that  of  the  aflailants  who  were  able  to  efFe£t  their  land- 
ing, the  latter  were  obliged  to  defift  with  fome  lofs.  The 
commodore  himfelf  almod  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  extra£t  from  his  official  letter. 

•*  While  the  repair  and  adjuftment  of  thefe  defeats  •  is 
in  hand,  I  hope  fome  fpot  may  be  agreed  upon,  where 
"we  may  be  more  fuccefsful  in  the  attempt  than  we  were 
on  the  8th  ;  but  if  not  fo,  I  hope  his  majefty  will  believe 
I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  exertion  of  the  force 
entrufted  to  me,  in  a  manner  mod  conducive  to  the  honour 
of  his  arms." 

Thefe  gloomy   appearances  were,   however,  quickly 
diffipated  by  the  arrival  of  a  fecond  letter,  dated  on  the 
a3d  of  April,  which  we  Ihall  here  infert. 
«  Sir, 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  write  you  a  letter  by  the  Adleon 
frigate,  in  which  I  gave  but  little  hopes :  fmce  which 
time  the  general  and  myfelf  having  confidered,  that  by^ 
attempting  a  place  where  mounting  the  rocks  was 
juft  poflible,  and  where,  from  the  impra&icable  appear- 
ance it  had  to  them,  the  enemy  were  no  other  ways  pre- 
pared, than  by  a  corps  of  troops  polled  to  annoy  the  boats 
in  the  attempt,  it  carried  fome  degree  of  hope  with  it,  that 
by  making  a  difpofition  for  the  attack  of  their  intrenched 
bays,  and  at  Sauzon  at  the  fame  time,  which  the  arrival 
of  the  tranfports  with  the  light  horfe  enabled  me  to  do, 
vre  might  polfibly  gain  a  footing.  I  have  now  the  greateil 
pleafure  in  acquainting  you,  that  his  majefly's  troops  hai'c 
made  good  a  landing  on  the  rocks  near  Point  Lomaria, 
and  cannot  fufficiently  commend  the  fpirit  and  good 
behaviour  of  the  troops  in  the  attempt,  and  the  judgment 
with  which  fir  Thomas  Stanhope,  and  the  rcii  of  the 
captains  of  the  king's  ihipsdire£ted  the  fire  upon  the  hills. 

**  Captain  Harrington  having  been  employed  in  many  of 
the  operations  on  this  fervice,  I  have  fent  him  home  with 
this  letter,  and  beg,  fir,  to  refer  you  to  him  for  the  par- 
ticulars. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  A.  Keppel." 

♦  The  damage  fuftaincd  by  the  tranfports  and  flat  bodds  in  the 
tUack  and  a  gale  of  wind  which  fucccedcd  it. 

This 
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Tliis  gleam  of  fucccfs  was  the  forcnmner  of  conqucft, 
the  citadel  of  Palais  having  capitulated  on  the  7;h  of  June. 
The  commodore  remained  afterwards  on  the  (lation,  as  well 
for  the  protc6lion  of  the  new  acquifition  from  any  deful- 
tory  attempt  that  might  be  made  againft  it  by  the  remains 
of  the  French  navy  which  lay  ready  for  fea  in  Breft 
harbour,  as  for  the  piirpofe  of  blocking  up  that  fquadron, 
confiding  of  eight  ihips  of  the  line  with  four  frigates,  and 
confcqucntly  preventing;  their  doing  mifchief  in  any  vul- 
nerable quarter.  A  violent  llorm,  which  happened  oa 
January  12,  drove  the  fquadron  off  the  ftation,  and 
compelled  it  to  return  to  England  for  refitment.  The 
Valiant,  Mr.  Keppel's  own  fliip,  had  five  feet  water  ia 
her  hold  when  fhe  got  into  Plymouth,  accompanied  by 
four  (hips  only  out  of  the  whole  armament,  the  remainder 
being  totally  difperfed.  He  docs  not  appear  to  have  again 
returned  to  his  ftation,  nor  indeed  was  it  poflible,  for 
he  was,  immediately  after  his  arrival,  orclered  to  put 
himfclf  under  the  command  of  fir  George  Pocock, 
being  chofcn  to  command  a  divifion  or  fquadron  in  the 
fleet  dcflined  for  the  expedition  againft  the  Havannah. 

He  failed  from  Spithead,  with  the  commander-in-chief^ 
on  the  5th  of  March ;  and  nothing  material  appears  to 
have  occurred  to  him  during  the  pafTage.  When  the  fleet 
arrived  off  the  Havannah  on  the  6th  of  June,  the  com- 
modore was  appointed  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  army^ 
having  a  detachment  of  fix  (hips  of  the  line  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  frigates,  put  under  his  orders  for 
that  purpofe.  The  fervice  intrufted  to  him  he  executed 
with  great  care,  attention  and  fuccefs,  as  Mr.  Pocock,  in 
his  difpatches,  makes  the  following  honourable  mention 
of  him:  • 

**  I  am  glad  on  this  occafion  to  do  juftice  to  the 
diilinguilhed  merit  of  commodore  Keppel,  who  executed 
the  fervice  under  his  direction,  on  the  coxcmar  fidej  with 
the  grcatcft  fpirit,  adivity  and  diligence." 

On  the  21  ft  of  Odober,  1762,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  the  promotion  of  flag-officers 
being  in  fome  degree  extended  beyond  its  cuftomary  limits 
purpofcly  to  include  him,  he  being  the  junior  on  the  lift. 

Vol.  V.  X  He 
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He  continued  at  the  Havannah*  fomc  time  after  its  far-' 
tender,  and  was  remarkably  fuccefsful,  having  taken 
feveral  valuable  prizes  as  well  from  fhe  French  as  the 
Spaniards.  The  conclufion  of  the  peace  confequently  put 
a  temporary  period  to  the  fcrvices  of  Mr.  Kcppcl  v  never- 
thelefs,  he  did  not  in  civil  life  reraair.  inadlivef,  for  on  the 
31  ft  of  July,  1765,  he  was  appointed  one  of  ihecommif- 
Jioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  a 
ftation  he  Gontinued  to  hold  no  fongej  than  the  nth  of 
December,  1766.  In  the  interim,  however,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  the  moivth  of  September,  he  took  command  of  the 
yachts  and  velFels  which  convoyed  and  attended  the  queen 
of  Denmark  to  Holland.  On  the  iSth  of  October,  1770, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  fear-admiral  of  the  red  v  as  he  was, 
on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the- 
bluc :  being  at  the  fame  time  intended  as  commander 
of  the  fquaaron  expedition (ly  fitted  for  fca,  in  eonleqiience 
of  an  apprehended  nipture  with  Spaiiv,  relative  to  the 
Falkland  iflarids.  The  matter  wai;,  however,  compro- 
^ifed  early  enough  to  prevent  him  from  even  hoifting  his 
flag. 

On  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  moreover  pro- 
moted to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white  ;  as  he  was  of  the 
red  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776.  On  January  29,  1778, 
Mr.  Keppel  was  farther  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  it  being  forefeen  that  a  rupture  with  France 
was  become  inevitable,  the  greateft  expedition  was  ufcd  in 
equipping  a  formidable  fleet,  the  command  of  which 
was  given  to  him.  He  hoiftcd  his  flag  at  Spithead, 
in  the  month  of  March,  on  board  the  Prince  George,  of 
ninety  guns.  When  the  Victory  was  equipped  and 
came   round   from   Chatham,    he  removed   his   flag   on 


♦  "  In  September  a  fleet  of  twcntv-fivc  fall  of  French  merchane- 
Ihips,  richly  laden  with  fu^ar,  coffee  and  indigo,  took  their  departure 
from  Cape  Francois  for  Europe  undercover  of  fom  frij^atci.  Five  of 
tbefc  vcflcls  were  fnrprifcd  and  taken  In  the  nirht  by  lomt*  privateers 
of  New  Yorltand  Jamaica.  N^cxi  dnv  ii  was  their  nilsforiunc  fo  fall 
in  with  commodore  Keppel,  \vho  ma.lc  prize  of  their  whole  fleet  and 
convoy,  whicli  were  carried  into  tl.e  haibour  of  Port  Jloyal,  in 
Jamaica." — Camphcll. 

f  In  i;'^3  he  was  nT^poInicfl  rne  of  the  erooms  of  the  bed-chamber 
fo  kls  m';cflv,  an  a|;pointniciu  he  held  only  till  1766. 
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board  that  (hip,  and  on  the  8th  of  June  failed  from  St. 
Helen's  with  the  following  fleet :  the  Victory ,  of  one  hun-» 
dred  guns  ;  the  Queen,  of  ninety  guns,  vice-admiral  Har- 
land ;  the  Ocean,  of  ninety  gun«,  vicc-jdmiral  Pallifer ;  the 
Sandwich,  of  ninety  guns;  the  Prince  George  of  ninety; 
the  Foudroyant,  of  eighty;  the  Shrewfbnry,  Egmont, 
Valiant,  Coiingeux,  Ramilies,  Hedor,  Monarque,  Eli- 
zabeth ^  BervMick,  Robuft,  and  Cumberland,  of  fevcnty- 
four  guns  each ;  the  America,  Exeter,  Stirling  Caftle,  and 
Bienfaifant,  of  lixty-four  guns  each  ;  Arcthufa  frigate,  of 
thirty  guns ;  Fox  and  Proferpine,  of  twenty-eight ;  the 
Alert  and  Mendith  armed  cutters  J  and  the  Vulcan  fire* 
fliip;  in  the-whole  twenty-fevcn  fail. 

On  the  17th  of  the  fame  month*,  the  Lizard  being  not 
moic  ihan  twenty-five  miles  diftant,  two  French  frigatei 
were  difcovered,  attended  by  two  tenders,  apparently 
reconnoitering  the  fleet.*  Ships  were  ordered  by  Mr.  Kep** 
pel  to  chafe  arid  bring  the  veflcls  down  to  him.  The 
Mil  ford  frigate  coming  up  with  one  of  them,  civilly  rc- 
quefted  her  commander  to  follow  him  down  to  the  Victory, 
which  he  peremptorily  rcfufed,  till  a  (hot  being  fired  at 
him  induced  him  to  compliance.  The  other  French  (hip 
was  clofely  purfued  by  the  Arethufa  and  Alert,  followed^ 
but  at  a  confiderable  diflance  adern,  by  the  Valiant  and 
Monarch,  of  feventy-four  guns  each.  Mr.  Keppel 
ordered  the  French  frigate,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Licorne,  of  thirty-two  guns,  to  be  clofely  guarded  during 
the  night,  but  to  be  at  ihe  fame  time  treated  with  every 
poflible  civility  and  attention.  On  the  morrow  one  of  the 
fhips  Rationed  to  attend  her  fired  a  (hot  athwart  her,  in 
confcquencc  of  her  putting  improperly  on  the  contrary 
tack.      This  the  Licorne  returned  by  firing  a  whole 

*  It  was  known  as  early  as  the  month  of  May,  that  the  French  bad 
ready  for  fca,  in  the  road  of  Brcaft,  twenty-two  {hip's  of  the  Jine  and 
fourteen  frigates,  commanded  by  the  count  D'OrviDicrs ;  and,  u 
the  author  of  the  Continuation  of  Campbell  juftly  obferTCt^ 
the  fiiuation  of  the  a^lmiral  muft  have  been  peculiarly  embarra(fiag. 
By  commencing  hoftiiities  without  orders  the  whole  blame  of  the  war, 
fliould  it  take  place,  mi^hthave  neen  laid  upon  him:  but  confidering, 
nevcrthelcfs,  that  it  was  indifpenGbly  neceffary  to  (lop  thefe  frigatctf 
as  well  to  procure  information  as  to  prevent  iti  being  commuoicatcdy 
he  did  not  hefitatc  in  taking  dcciGve  mcafures. 

X  a  broadfMfe 
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broadfide  into  the  America,  though  lord  Longford,  who 
commanded  that  fliip,  was  talking  to  the  French  captain 
in  the  civileft  ftrain  at  the  very  time.  This  circumftance, 
together  with  that  of  the  other  French  frigate  which  was 
purfiied  by  the  Arethufa,  having  refifted  and  killed  feveial 
men  on  board  the  latter  fhip,  caufed  Mr.  Keppel  to 
detain  the  Licorne,  as  he  did  a  fecond  frigate  of  the  fame 
force,  called  the  Pallas,  which  he  met  with  two  days  after-^ 
wards. 

The  intelligence  he  acquired  of  the  fuperior  force  of 
the  French  fleet  *,  by  papers  found  on  board  thefe  ihips, 
induced  him  in  prudence  to  return  into  p  rt  for  a 
reinforcement.  He  arrived  on  the  28th  of  June,  and- 
being  joined  by  fuch  (hips  as  were  ready,  again  failed  on 
the  loih  of  July.  He  (oon^ot  fight  of  the  French  fleet  j 
and  after  fome  dayst  fpent  in  manoeuTring,  brought  them 
to  aSion  J  on  the  27ih  of  the  fame  ponth. 

The 

*  Which  he  now  found  to  coadft  of  between  thirty  and  forty  fait 
of  the  line,  and  a  dozen  frigates. 

i  <*  At  firft  the  French  admiral,  from  hit  movements,  appeared  de^ 
firoui  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  probably  fuppofing  the  JSrhiih  fleet 
to  be  of  the  lame  force  it  was  in  the  preceding  month ;  but  on  coming 
nearer  he  difcovered  his  miOake,  and  from  that  moment  evidently  de- 
terlnined  to  avoid  an  action.  This  plan  he  adhered  to  for  the  three 
following  days,  not  withftanding  every  effort  ufed  by  the  Britifh  admiral 
to  bring  him  to  one.  All  the  advantage  he  could  gain  in  four  day* 
was  to  fcparate  two  of  the  enemy's  line  ot  battle  iliips,  which  returned 
to  Breft  and  could  not  afterwards  rejoin  their  fleet.'* — Campbell. 

X  The  following  account  is  that  which  was  officially  tranfmitted  to 
the  admiralty  board,  containing  a  plain  ftate  of  the  principal  leading 
fads. 

**  Viftory,  at  fca,  July  30,  1778. 
«*  Sir, 

"'  My  letters  of  the  23d  and  24th  inftant,  by  the  Peggy  and  Union 
^ratters,  acquainted  you,  for  their  lofdfhips'  information,  that  I  was  in 
purfuir,  with  the  king's  fleet  under  my  command,  of  a  numerous  fleet 
t>f  French  (hips  qf  war. 

•*  From  that  time,  to  the  27lh,  the  winds  conftantlv  in  the  N.  W. 
and  S.W.  quarters,  fomeiimcx  blowing  ftrong,  and  the  French  fleet, 
always  to  windward,  goin^  off,  1  made  ufc  of  every  method  to  clofe  ia 
with  them  that  waspofTiblc,  kccpiijg  the  king's  (hips  at  the  fame  time 
coUe£^ed,  a^  much  as  the  nature  of  a  purfuit  would  admit  of,  and  which 
became  neccffary  from  the  cautious  manner  the  French  proceeded  in, 
and  the  difinclination  that  appeared  in  them  to  allow  of  my  bringiag 
the  king's,  fhips  clofe  up  to  a  regular  engagement.    This  leit  but  little 

other 
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The  political  conteft,  the  diverfity  of  opinions,  the  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  animofities  which  this  remarkable 

other  cbince  of  getting  up  with  them,  than  by  feizing  the  opportunity 
that  offered,  on  the  morning  of  the  27tb,  bv  the  wind's  admitting  of  the 
van  of  the  king's  fleet  under  my  command  leading  up  with,  and  clof- 
ing  with  their  center  and  rear. 

"  The  French  began  firing  upon  the  headmoft  of  vice-admiral  (ir 
Robert  Harland*s  divifion,  and  the  (hips  with  him,  as  they  led  up, 
they  cannonaded  the  leading  Oiips;  and  the  vice-admiral  foon  returoed 
the  fire,  as  did  every  fhip  as  they  could  clofe  up.  The  chace  had  occa- 
fioncd  their  being  extended,  neverthelefs  they  were  all  foon  in  battle. 

*'  The  fleets,  being  upon  different  tacks,  paflfed  each  other  very 
clofe.  The  objed  of  the  French  feemed  to  be  the  difabling  of  the 
king's  fhips  in  their  maftsjand  fails,  in  which  th;y  fo  far  fuccecded  a$ 
to  prevent  many  of  the  (nips  of  my  fleet  being  able  to  follow  me^ 
when  I  wore  to  (land  after  the  French  fleet.  This  obliged  >me  to 
wear  again,  to  join  thofe  (hips,  and  thereby  allow  the  French  to  form 
their  fleet  again,  and  range  it  in  a  line  to  leeward  of  the  king's  fleet, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  which  I  did  not  difcourage,  but  allowed 
of  their  doing  it-without  firing  upon  them,  thinking  they  meant  hand- 
fomely  to  try  their  force  with  us  the  next  morning;  but  they  had  been 
fo  beaten  in  the  day,  that  they  took  the  advantage  of  the  night  to  go 
off 

**  The  wind  and  weather  being  fuch  that  they  could  reach  their 
own  (horcs  before  there  was  any  chance  of  the  king's  fleet  getting  up 
with  them,  the  (bte  the  (hips  were  in,  in  their  mafls,  yards,  and  uilt^ 
left  me  no  choice  of  what  was  proper  and  advifeable  to  do. 

**  The  fpirited  condud  of  vice-admiral  (ir  Robert  Harland,  vice- 
admiral  fir  Hugh  Pallifcr,  and  the  capuins  of  the  fleet,  fupported  by 
their  officers  and  men,  deferves  much  commendation. 

«*  A.  Keppel  » 
Lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 


Ships.             Killed. 

Wound. 
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9 
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** 
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.8 
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6 
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0 

7 
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11 
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8 

«7 
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11 

Robuft 

5 

^7 

Courageux         •        6 
Thunderer         -        a 

*3 
5 

Formidable    ■ 
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-    16 

8 

IS 

Vigilant            -           a 

3 

America 

1 

>7 

Sandwich         -           2 

20 

Terrible 

9 

81 

Valiant              -          6 

86 

Egmont 

IB 

'? 

Viaory           -           1 1 

84 

Ramilliet        * 

11 

16 

Foudroyant         -      ^ 

18 

1  r 

event 
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event  gave  birth  to,  are  ftill  too  recent  in  the  minds  of  all 
to  make  it  proper  or  decent  for  us  to  enter  into  any  ani- 
jnadverfion  or  remark  on  the  fubjeft,  we  Ihall  therefore 
confine  ourfelves  ftriftly  to  the  relation  of  mere  fa6ts; 
for  when  men  prefent  at  the  encounter,  and  of  the  higheft 
reputation  in  the  fervice,  have  entertained  and  publicly 
declared  fenlimenls  *  the  moit  oppofite  from  each  other, 
we  cannot  prefume  to  enter  either  into  exculpation  or 
cenfure.  Vve  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  inferting  a 
declaration,  as  made  by  the:  count  DOrvillicrs  himfelf, 
given  us  by  a  friend,  who  foon  after  the  a£lion  was  a 
prifoner  in  Bred.  The  cool  difpaflionate  opinion  of  an 
honourable  enemy  is,  perhaps,  among  the  beft  evidence 
that  can  ever  be  adduced  on  any  occafjon  whatev;er. 
The  count  faid,  '*  that  during  theaAion  itfelf  the  Englifli 
had,  as  he  conceived,  the  advantage ;  but  that,  after  the 
firing  ceafed,  he  had  out  manasuvred  Mr.  Keppel."  On 
canvaflinghis  declaration  ratherclofer,  it  appeared tnc count 
imagined  he  had  completely  mifled  and  deceived  the  Bri- 
tilh  admiraljby  imprelfing  on  him  an  idea,  that  he,  the  count, 
intended  to  renew  the  adlion  on  the  morrow.  This  Mr. 
Keppel  himfelf,  in  great  meafure,  admits  to  be  true,  when 
he  fays,  in  his  difpatches,  "  I  allowed  their  doing  it, 
(forming  their  line  without  moleflation)  thinking  they 
meant  handfomely  to  try  their  force  with  us  next  day.'* 

Mr.  Keppel  returned  into  port,  and  having  refitted  the 
(hips  of  his  diyifion,  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  23d  of 
Auguft  to  join  fir  Robert  Harland  and  fir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
who  went  out  the  day  before.  Nothing  rnaterial,  how» 
ever,  cncii^h  to  merit  notice,  took  place  during  the  rc-» 
maindcr  ofthis  naval  campaign  t:  a  variety  of  anonymous 
paragraphs  were  publifhed  foon  after  this  time,  fbmc  of 

•  **  Soon  after  the  aftion  (Tays  Dr.  Berkcnhout,  who  betrays  evi- 
dent marks  of  partiality  in  his  Continuation  of  Campbell)  the  pe- 
riodical publications  were  filled  with  encomiums  ur  fatires  oo 
the  admiral,  according  to  the  various  opinions,  inclinations,  or  humour^ 
of  the  different  writers,  who  chofe  to  celebrate  or  arraign  hischaraftcr, 
and  condud.  Thofe  who  approved  all  the  meafures  of  adminiftratioo 
were  the  loudeO  in  condemning  his  behaviour ;  while  the  anti-minifte- 
rial  party  not  only  juftified  his  proceedings,  but  ht  Id  him  forth  as  ai^ 
pbjcd  deferving  the  warmcft  gratitude  and  applaufe  of  his  fellow^ 


citizens." 


f  ^r.  Keppel  finally  returnc4  from  his  eruifc  on  the  28th  of 
0(5lobcr. 

«  which 
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which  were  anfwered  by  his  friends.  Thefe  invedlives  and 
recriminations,  as  it  is  clfewhere  remarked,  might  have 
paired  ori  both  fides,  as  it  is  thought,  without  any  material 
confequcnce,  and  the  cafe  of  the  two  contending  parties 
would  have  been  left  to  the  impartiality  of  the  future 
hiftorian,  had  not  certain  remarks,  publilhed  in  fome  cf 
the  newfpapers,  in  the  month  of  December,  called 
up  Mr.  Kcppel  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to'  vindicate,  as  he  faid,  his  own  charafter.  On 
this  occafion  he  declared,  ^*  If  he  was  to  go  over  the  . 
bufinefs  of  the  27th  of  July  again,  he  would  condu^  him'- 
felf  in  the  fame  manner;  every  thing  that  could  be  done 
had  been  done,  and,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  the  Britifti  flag 
had  not  been  tarniihed  In  his  hands:  he  felt  himfelf 
pcrfedly  eafy  on  that  head,  and  fliould  never  be  afhamed 
of  his  conduS  on  the  day  alluded  to.  The  oldeft  and 
moll  experienced  officers  in  his  majefty's  navy,  in  every 
engagement,  faw  fomeihing  which  they  were  before  ufi- 
acquainted  with,  and  that  day  alfo  prefented  what  was  new. 
He  impeached  no  man  of  npgleft  of  duty,  becaufe  he  was 
fatisfied  that  the  officer  alluded  to  had  manifefted  no  want 
of  courage,  the  quality  mod  elFential  in  a  Britifh  feaman. 
He  faid  he  was  much  furprifed,  when  an  officer  under  his 
command  had  made  an  appeal  to  the  public  in  a  common 
ncwfpaper,  figned  with  his  name,  before  any  accufation 
had  been  made  againft  him,  and  which  tended  to  render 
him  (Mr.  Keppel)  odious  and  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  h\^ 
countrymen." 

Sir  flugh  Pallifer  in  exculpation  of  himfelf,  protefted 
'*  He  was  fo  confciousof  not  having;  been  any  hindrance 
to  a  renewal  of  the  adlion  with  the  Breft  fleet,  on  the  27th 
of  July,  that  he  was  equally  indifferent  with  the  honourable 
admiral  how  foon  an  enquiry  were  fet  on  foot.  He  had 
difcovered  from  what  the  admiral  had  juft  faid,  that  the 
principal  matter  weighed  againft  him  in  the  admiral's 
mind  was,  the  publication  in  the  newfpapers,  which  he 
had  figned  with  his  name,  and  by  which  he  would  abide  ; 
it  it  was  imprudent,  if  it  was  wrong,  the  confequence  was 
to  himfelf.  To  fay  any  thing  againft  a  friend  was,  to  a 
man  of  fcnfibility,  the  moft  difagreeable  thing  in  nature ; 
but  where  an  officer's  reputation  was  at  ftakc,  the  remov- 
ing an  unjuft  ftigma  was  certainly  the  firft  objc^l.  If 
ijierc  was  any  reafon  of  accufation,  why  not  make  it 

X  4  openly 
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Openly  and  fairly  ?  If  not,  Why  infinuate  that  be  had| 
been  wanting  in  point  of  conduct,  though  a  teftimony  was 
given  in  favour  of  his  courage  ?  This,  he  faid,  was  a 
language  extremely  different  from  that  of  the  admiral's 
difpatch,  containing  an  account  of  the  aclion,  in  which 
he  informed  the  admiralty  board  of  the  fpirited  and  gallant 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  uruier  his  command." 

Mr,  Kcppel  on  his  part  admitted,  **  he  had  given  that 
approbation,  and  was  re^dy  to  repeat  it,  and  point  the 
teuimony  particularly  as  well  as  generally.  The  vice- 
admiral  had  alluded  to  lignals,  and  faid  it  was  no  fault  of 
his>  that  the  fleet  of  France  was  nojt  re-attacked.  As  to 
that,  he  could  fay,  that  he  prefumcd  every  inferior  officer 
was  to  obey  the  fignals  of  his  commander:  and  now, 
■when  called  upon  to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform  the 
houfe,  and  the  public,  that  the  fignal  for  coming  into  the 
Viftory's  wake  was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afterr 
noon  till  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed  ;  at  the  fame  time 
he  did  not  charge  the  vice-admiral  with  aflual  difobedi- 
pnce  ;  he  doubted  not  but,  if  an  enquiry  (hould  be  thought 
necefTary,  that  he  would  be  able  to  juftify  himfelf,  becaufe 
he  was  fully  perfuaded  of  his  perfonal  bravery/' 

This  long  and  difagreeable  altercation  was  produftive 
of  a  charge,  exhibited  by  fir  Hugh,  againft  the  admiral, 
which  was  delivered  in  to  the  board  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, being  to  the  following  purport. 

*  I.  That,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  1778, 
having  a  fleet  of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  under  his  com- 
mand, and  being  then  in  the  prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of 
the  like  number  of  fhips  of  the  line,  the  faid  admiral  did 
not  make  the  neceflary  preparations  for  fight ;  did  not  put 
his  fleet  into  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  order  proper 
either  for  receiving  or  attacking  an  enemy  of  fuch  force; 
hut,  on  the  contrary,  although  his  fleet  was  already  dif- 

Serfed  and  in  diforder,  he,  by  making  the  fignal  for  feveral 
lips  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  divifion  to  chace  to 
windward,  increafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of  his  fleet, 
^nd  the  ffiips  were,  in  confcquencc,  more  fcattered  than 
they  had  been  before,  and  whillt  in  this  diforder  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  fignal  for  battle  ;  that 
the  above  condii6l  was  the  more  unaccountable,  as  the 
enemy's  fleet  was  not  then  in  diforder,  nor  beaten,  nor 

flying. 
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flying,  but  formed  in  a  regular, line  of  battle  on  that  taclc 
which  approached  the  Britifli  fleet,  all  thtir  motions  plainly 
indicating  a  defign  to  give  battle,  and  they  edged  down 
and  attacked  it  whilft  in  diforder.  By  this  unofHcer-like 
condu<5l  a  general  engagement  was  not  brought  on,  but 
the  other  flag  officers  and  captains  were  left  to  engage 
without  order  or  regularity,  upon  which,  great  confufion 
cnfued,  fomc  of  his  fhips  were  prevented  from  getting  into 
aflion  at  all,  others  were  not  near  enough  to  the  enemy, 
and  fome,  from  the  confufion,  fired  into  others  of  the 
king's  (hips  and  did  them  conGderable  damage,  and  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  left  alone  to  engage  Angle 
and  uiifupported  :  in  thefe  indances  the  faid  admiral 
Keppel  negligently  performed  the  duty  impofed.  on  him- 

**  2dly.  That  after  the  van  and  centre  divifions  of  the 
Britifli  fleet  palfed  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did 
not  immediately  tack  and  double  upon  the  enemy  with 
thefe  two  divifions  and  continue  the  battle,  nor  did  he  col- 
left  them  together  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo  near  the 
enemy  as  to  renew  the  battle  as  foon  as  it  might  be  pro* 
per ;  on  the  contrary,  he  flood  away  beyond  the  enemy 
to  a  great  diftance  before  he  wore  to  ftand  towards  them 
again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  engaged  with 
the  enemy  and  expofed  to  be  cut  off. 

^^  3.  That  after  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had  pafled 
the  laft  of  the  enemy's  fliips,  and  immediately  wore,  and 
laid  his  own  ihip*s  head  towards  the  enemy  again,  being 
then  in  their  wake  and  at  a  little  diflance  only,  and  ex- 
peding  the  admiral  to  advance  with  all  the  fliips  to  renew 
the  fight,  the  admiral  did  not  advance  for  that  purpofe, 
but  Ihortencd  fail,  hawled  down  the  fignal  for  battle  ^ 
nor  (lid  he  at  that  time,  nor  at  any  other  time  whilft  ftand- 
ing  towards  the  enemy,  call  the  Ihips  together  in  order  to 
renew  the  attack,  as  he  might  have  done,  particularly  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  red  and  his  divifion,  which  had  re- 
ceived the  lea  ft  damage,  hacT  been  the  longeft  out  of 
a61ion,  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were  then  to  wind- 
ward and  could  have  bore  down  and  fetched  any  part  of 
the  Ficnch  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had  not  been 
hawled  down,  or  if  the  faid  admiral  Keppel  had  availed 
himfelf  of  the  fignal  appointed,  by  the  3ilt  article  of  the 
fighting  inftrudions,  by  which  he  might  have  ordered 

thore 
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thofe  to  lead,  who  are  to  lead  with  the  (larboard  tack  on 
board,  by  a  wind,  which  (ignal  was  applicable  to  the  oc» 
calion  for  renewing  the  engagement  with  advantage,  after 
the  Frenph  fleet  had  been  beaten^  their  line  broken,  and 
in  diforder  ;^  in  thefe  inftances  he  did  not  do  the  utmoft 
in  his  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  or  deftroy  the  French 
iSeet  that  had  attacked  the  Britifh  fleet. 

"  4th.  That  inftead  of  advancing  to  renew  the  engagc- 
fnent,  as  in  the  preceding  articles  is  alledged,  and  as  he 
might  and  ought  to  have  done,  the  admiral  wore  and  made 
faildireftly  from  the  enemy,  and  thus  he  led  the  whole 
3ritilh  fleet  away  from  them,  which  gave  them  an  op- 

{>ortunity  to  rally  unmolefted,  and  to  form  again  into  a 
ine  of  battle  and  to  (land  after  the  Briti(h  fleet.     This 
■  _ 

was  difgraceful  to  the  Briti(h  flag,  for  it  had  the  appear^ 
^ce  of  a  flight,  and  gave  the  French  admiral  a  pretence 
to  claim  the  vidory,  and  to  publi(h  to  the  world  that  the 
^r|ti(h  fleet  ran  away,  and  that  he  purfued  it  with  the  fleet 
of  France,  and  offered  it  battle, 

^'  5th.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July, 
1778,  when  it  was  perceived  that  only  three  of  the  French 
fleet  remained  near  the  Britifli  in  the  fituation  the  whole 
had  been  in  the  night  before,  and  that  the  reft  were  to 
leeward  at  a  greater  diftance,  not  in  a  line  of  battle  but  in 
jfi  heap,  the  admiral  did  not  caufe  the  fleet  to  purfue  tha 
flying  enemy,  not  even  to  chace  the  three  (hips  that  fled 
after  the  reft,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  led  the  British  fleet 
smother  way,  dire£lly  from  the  enemy :  by  thefe  inftances 
of  mifcondu£l  and  negledl,  a  glorious  opportunity  was  lo(| 
of  doing  a  rnofl  eflTential  fervice  to  the  ftate,  and  the  honouf 
of  the  Briti(h  navy  was  tarnifhed. 

*'  H.  Palliser." 

The  official  communication  of  the  foregoing  charge  was 
made  to  the  admiral  the  fame  evening,  and  the  ncceftary 
meafures  were  taken  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  folemn  inve- 
fligation.  A  variety  of  rcafons  contributed  to  render  it 
extremely    unpopular.      Mr.    Keppcl    had  by   his  fup- 

{>ofed  free  condcfcending  manners,  rendered  himfclf  almoft 
he  idol  of  the  fervice,  and  confiderably  ingratiated  him^ 
felf  with  the  whole  mafs  of  his  countrymen,  even  thofc 
Hrho  knew  hjm  at  a  diftance,  and  by  charader  only.     His 

antago-j 
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antagonift,  on  the  other  hand,  was  neither  fo  well  and 
generally  known,  nor,  from  his  more  refervcd  carriage,  fo 
much  beloved.  He  was  very  induftrioufl y  reprefented  as  the 
tool  of  adminift ration  ;  the  whole  of  his  condu6l  was  in- 
terpreted as  tending  to  a  wifh  of  facrificing  his  pommander- 
in-chief,  and'  the  charge  violently  imputed  to  malicious 
rancour.  Moderate  men  at  the  fame  time  conceived  an 
impropriety  in  profecuting  a  charge  after  fo  long  an  intert* 
yal;  fothat  a  menjorial*,  figned  by  fcveral  of  thofe  who 

*  — ■-      ■■  , 

•  **  To  the  King. 

"  Wc,  the  fubfcriblng  admirals  of  your  majefty**  royal  navy,  hav- 
ing hitherto  on  all  occafions  ferved  your  majetty  with  zeal  and  ndelity^ 
and  being  deGrous  of  devoting  every  a6^ion  of  our  lives,  and  our  livef 
jheinfelves  to  your  majcfly's  Icrvice,  and  the  defence  of  our  country, 
think  ourfclves  indifpennhly  bound,  by  our  duty  to  that  fervice  and 
chat  country,  with  all  poflible  hunjility,  to  reprefent  to  your  wirdoii|> 
and  juftlce, 

"  That  fir  Hugh  Pallifcr,  vice-admiral  of  the  bli^e,  lately  ferving 
pnder  the  command  of  the  honourable  Augudus  Keppel,  did  prefer 
certain  articles  of  accufation,  containing  leveral  matters  of  heinoui 
offence  againfl  his  faid  commander>in-chief,  to  the  lords  commiflionert 
for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  he,  the 
the  faid  fir  Hu^h  Pallifer,  being  himfelf  a  commiifioner  in  the  faid 
commiffion;  this  accu(ation  he,  the  faid  fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  withheld 
from  the  fi7th  day  of  July  laft,  the  time  of  the  fuppofed  offcncey 
committed,  until  the  9th  day  of  this  prefent  pccerober,  and  thea 
brought  forward  for  the  purpoie  of  recrimination  againft  charges  con* 
je£lurcd  by  him,  the  faid  fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  which  in  fa£l  wer« 
never  made. 

**  Thar  the  commifTioners  of  the  admiralty,  near  five  months  after 
the  pretended  offences  aforefaid,  did  receive  from  their  faid  colleague 
in  oBicc,  the  charge  made  by  him  againO  his  faid  commander;  and 
without  taking  into  confideration  the  relative  fituation  of  the  accufer, 
and  the  party  accufcd,  or  attending  to  the  avowed  motives  of  the 
accufation,  or  the  length  of  time  of  withholding,  or  the  occafion  of 
making  the  fame,  and  without  any  other  deliberation  whatever,  did, 
on  the  very  fame  day  on  which  the  charge  was  preferred,  and  without 
previous  notice  to  the  party  accufed  of  an  intention  of  making  a  charge 
againii  him,  give  notice  of^tbeir  intending  that  a  court-martial  (houTd 
be  held  on  the  faid  admiral  Keppel,  after  forty  years  of  meritoriout 
fervice,  and  a  variety  of  a6)ions  in  which  he  had  exerted  eminent 
courage  and  condu6l,  by  which  the  honour  and  power  of  this  nation, 
and  the  giory  of  the  Britifh  flag,  had  been  maintained  and  increafed 
in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

**  Wc  beg  leave  to  exprefs  to  your  majefly  our  concern  at  thli 
proceeding,  and  to  reprefent  our  apprehenuons  of  the  difficulties  tod 
iifcourageaicuu  which  will  incyitably  ariie  to  your  tctnct  tfaerefronit' 


2i%  LIVES  AND  CHAl^ACTERS  OP. 

had  been,and  were  among  the  leading  and  mod  didinguiflied 
tharafters  in  the  Briulh  naw,  was  prefented  to  his  maje- 
fty,  befeeching  him  to  flop  all  farther  proceedings,  as  they 
conceived  the  profecution  of  the  charge  would  be  totally 
fubverfive  of  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  the  navy. 

This 


aad.  that  it  will  DOt  be  eafy  for  meoi  attentive  to  their  honour,  to 
fi^rve  your  majefty,  particularly  in  fituarions  of  principal  command,  if 
the  pra^ice  now  (lited  to  your  mijeny  be  countenanced,  or  the  prin- 
pples  upon  which  the  fame  has  been  fupported  fhall  prevail  with  any 
lord  high  admiral,  or  with  any  commiHioner  for  executing  that  office. 

**  We  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  a  criminal  charge  againft  an 
officer  (rifing  in  importance  according  to  the  rank  and  command  of 
t^t  officer)  which  iufpcnd^  his  fervice  toyour  majcfty,  perhaps  in  the 
rood  critical  exigencies  of  the  public  affairs,  which  calls  his  reputa- 
tion into  doubt  and  difcuflion,  which  puts  him  on  trial  for  his  life, 
proleflion  and  reputation,  and  which,  in  its  confequenc.es,  may  caufe 
a  fatal  ceffation  in  the  naval  exertions  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  a  nutter 
of  the  mofl  fcrious  nature,  and  never  to  be  made  by  authority  bot  on 
Iblid  ground^  and  on  mature  deliberation.    The  honour  of  an  officer  it 
his  mod  precious  pofleffion  and  bed  qualification ;  the  public  hj^ve  an 
intered  in  it :  and  whild  thofe  tinder  whom  we  ferve  countenance  ac- 
cufatioD,  it  is  often  impoflible  perfe6lly  to  reflore  military  fame  by 
the  mere  acquittal  of  a  court-martial.    Imputations  made  by  hign 
Mithority  remain  long  and  affe£l  deeply.    The  fphere  of  action  of 
commanders-in-chief  is  large,   their  bulinefs   intricate,   and  fubje£l 
to  great  variety  of  opinion;  before  they  are  to  be  put  on  the  judg* 
ipent  of  others  for  ads  done  upon  their  difcretion,  the  greated  difcre- 
tion  ought  to  be  employed. 

«  whether  the  board  of  admiralty  hath  by  law  any  fuch  difcre- 
l;oii»  we,  who  are  not  of  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  cannot  politively 
atlert;  but  if  we  had  conceived  that  this  board  had  no  legal  ufe  of 
their  reafon  in  a  point  of  fuch  delicacy  and  importance,  we  fhould  have 
loown  on  what  terms  we  ferved;  but  we  never  did  imagine  it  poflible 
that  we  were  to  receive  orders  from,  and  be  accountable  to  thole  who, 
by  law,  were  reduced  to  become  pa  dive  indruments  to  the  poflible 
malice,  ignorance,  or  treafon  of  any  individual  who  might  think  fit  to 
difarro  his  majedy's  navy  of  its  bed  and  highed  officers.  We  conceive  it 
difrefpe£lful  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  to  fuppofe  them  capable  of 
fuch  manifcd  injudicc  and  abfurdity. 

*•  We  therefore  humbly  leprcfcnt,  in  behalf  of  public  order,  as  well 
as  of  the  difciplioe  of  the  navy,  to  your  majcdy,  the  dangers  of  long 
concealid  and  afterwards  precipitately  adopted  charges,  and  of  all  re* 
criminatory  acciifatiofis  of  fubordinate  officers  againft  their  com- 
manders in  chief,  and  particularly  the  mifchicf  and  fcandal  of  permit- 
ting; men,  who  arc  at  once  in  high  civil  office  and  in  fubordinate 
iDilitary  command,  previous  to  their  making  fuch  accufations,  to  at- 
tempt to  corrupt  the  public  Judgment,  by  the  publication  of  libels  on 

their 
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This  application  produced  no  efFeft,  an  order  having 
been  ifliied  to  fir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the  white,  to 
hold  a  court-martial,  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Keppel,  on  the 
7th  of  January,  it  accordingly  met  on  that  day  on 
board  the  Britannia.  After  going  through  the  ufual  and 
neceflary  forms  of  fwearing  in  the  members,  &c.  it  ad- 
journed to  the  governor's  houfe,  a  particular  afi  of 
parliament  having,  for  the  accommodation  of  Mr.  Keppel, 
who  was  extremely  indifpofed,  been  pafied  for  the  pur- 

fofc  of  authorifing  a  meafure,  till  then  unprecedented, 
t  is  not  within  our  limits  to  give  even  an  abridged  detail 
of  the  trial,  which  continued,  with  feveral  fhort  interven- 
ing adjournments,  till  the  nth  of  February.  Suffice  it 
"  that  we  briefly  ftate  Mr.  Keppel  was  acquitted.  Were  wb 
even  competent  to  fo  arduous  an  undertaking,  delicacy  t6 
both  perfons  forbids  our  making  the  fmalleft  comment  on 
an  event  fo  recent.  The  daemon  of  party  appears  in  many 
inftances,  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  to  have  taken  full 
pofTeflion  of  many,  who,  both  as  officers  and  men,  flood 
very  defervcdly  in  the  higheft  rank  of  public  opinion. 
Mr.  Keppel  having,  through  reafons  already  given,  pof- 
feifed  confiderably  the  grcateft  fhare  ot  what  is  called 
popularity,  was  congratulated  on  his  acquittal  by  his  pri-- 
vate  friends  and  his  public  partizans,  with  a  warmth  cer- 
tainly never  yet  exceeded,  and  we  believe  fcarcely  equalled. 
Though,  for  the  reafons  juft  given,  we  forbear  enter- 
ing into  any  account  of  the  trial  itfelf,  yet  that  we  may 
a6l,  as  we  profcfs,  with  the  utmoft  impartiality,  wc  fliall 
fubjoin  the  leading  points  infifted  on  oy  Mr.  Keppel  in 
his  defence,  which  will  certainly  afford  no  inconfidcrable 
^^'■— ■— — ^— i—  I      j.——^——^— »»———» I  ■  ■■  ^— — — — ^—i i^u^i— — ^ 

their  officers  in  a  common  newfpaper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny  in 
your  majefty's  navy,  as  well  at  prejudicing  the  minds  of  thofe  who  arc 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  accufatioo  againfl  the  laid  fuperior  officer. 

«•  Hawke,  Briftol, 

John  Moore,  James  Yoang, 

Bolton,  Matthew  Barton, 

Samuel  Graves,  Francis  Geary, 


Hugh  Pieot,  Shuldbam, 

Robert  Harlaud,  Clark  Gaytoo.** 


ftCCOUAC 
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iccount  of  the  nature  of  evidence  adduced  in  fupport  of 
the  different  charges  esdiibited  againft  him*. 

Hw 


^•m  ^ 


*  Ta  the  Grk  charge  he  anfwered, 

"  I  haive  never  underftodd  preparations  for  fight  to  have  atiy  other 
taeaning,  in  the  language  and  tmderHandin^of  feamen,  than  that  each 
particulair  fhip  under  the  diredion  and  dtfapline  of  her  own  officer^ 
when  in  purUiit  of  an  enemy,  be  in  eVery  refpc^l  cleared  and  in  rca* 
4inefft  for  a6)ion ;  the  contraiy  of  which,  no  adniraf  of  a  fleet  with- 
out reafonable  caufe  will  premme  :  and  as  fr6ni  the  morning  of  the 
•4th,  when  the  Frerich  fleet  had  got  to  windward,  to  the  time  of  the 
mdion,  the  Britifli  fleet  was  in  unremitting  purfuitof  them,  it  is  fliH 
more  difficult  ta  concerrc  that  anything  more  is  meant  by  this  charge, 
than  what  is  immediately  after  conveyed  by  the  charge  that  follow* 
it,  namely, 

"  That  on  the  fame  thdmitirg  cf  the  2;fth,  t  did  not  put  my  fleef 
into  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  order,  proper  ettlier  for  recdvrag  or 
tctacking  tn  enemy  of  fuch  force. 

"  By  this  fecond  part  of  the  charge,  I  feel  my felf  attacked  in  the 
«xerciie  of  that  great  and  broad  line  of  difcretion,  which  every  officer 
Commanding  either  flecis  or  armies  is  often  ot^ligcd,  both  in  outy  and 
Confcicnce,  to  exercife  to  the  bed  of  his  judgement,  and  whicn  de- 
pending on  circumftances  and  (huetions  infinitely  various,  cannot  be 
reduced  to  anv  pofitive  rule  of  difcipline  or  praf^ice;  a  difcretion 
W))ieh  I  will  uibmit  to  the  court,  I  was  peculiarly  called  upon  by 
Che  firongeft  and  beft  motives  to  exercife,  and  which  in  my  public 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty  1  openly  avowed  to  have  e^crcifed. 
t  admit  that  on  the  morning  of  the  syth  of  July  I  did  not  put  my  fleet 
Into  a  line  of  battle,  becaul'e  I  had  it  not  in  my  cnoice  to  do  fo,  con- 
fident with  the  certainty,  or  even  the  probability  of  cither  giving  or 
being  given  battle)  and  becaufc,  if  I  had  fciupuIouOy  adhered  to  that 
qrder,  in  which,  if  the  cle6lion  had  bccu  mine,  1  (hould  have  chofen 
io  have  received  or  attacked  a  willing  enemy,  I  ihould  have  had  no 
enemy  either  to  receive  or  attack. 

•*  I  (hall  therefore,  in  anfwcr  to  this  charge,  fubmit  to  the  court 
Sly  reafons  for  determining  to  bring  the  French  fleet  to  battle  at  all 
events;  and  (hall  (hew  that  any  other  order  than  that  in  which  my 
JBeet  was  conduced,  from  my  firil  feeing  them  to  the  moment  of  the 
adion,  was  incompatible  with  i'uch  determination. 

**  In  order  to  this,  I  muft  call  the  attention  of  the  court,  to 
a  retrofpe£live  view  of  the  motions  of  the  two  fleets,  from  their  firft 
^ming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

"  On  my  firft  dil'covcring  the  French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  «3d  of  July,  I  made  the  ncccffary  fignals  for  forming 
my  fleet  in  the  order  of  battle,  which  i  cfFc^led  towards  the  evening, 
when  I  brought  to,  by  fignal,  and  lav  til]  the  morning,  when  perceiv- 
ing that  the  French  fleet  had  giiincd  the  wind  during  the  night,  and 
carried  a  prclFcd  fail  to  prcfcrrc  if,  I  difcomjoucd  the  fignal  for  the 

line, 
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Hisacquittaly  and  the  almoft  frantic  joy  which  convulfed 
his  friends  and  the  populace  on  that  occafion,  are  alfo  tod 

recent 


line,  and  made  the  general  fignal  to  chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that 
they  would  join  battle  with  me«  rather  than  fuffer  two  of  their  capital 
(hips  to  be  entirely  feparated  frOm  tbemi  and  give  me  a  chance  of 
cutting  off  a  third,  which  had  carried  away  a  top-maft  in  the  night, 
and  which,  but  for  a  fliift  of  wind,  I  muft  have  taken :  in  this,  how* 
ever,  I  was  difappointed,  for  they  fuffered  two  of  them  to  go  off  alto* 
gethcr,  and  continued  to  make  every  ufe  of  the  advantage  of  tht 
wind. 

'*  This  afliduotis  endeatdtir  of  the  French  admiral  to  avoid  cominjj; 
to  a£iion,  which  from  his  thus  bavine  the  wind  was  always  in  hia 
option,  led  me  to  believe  be  expeded  a  reinforcement,  a  refle^oo 
which  would  alone  have  been  a  fufficient  reafoo  to  determine  mo  to 
urge  my  purfuit  in  as  colle6led  a  body  as  the  nature  of  fuch  a  purfuit 
would  admit  of,  without  the  delay  of  the  line,  and  to  feizc  the  ML 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  an  engagement. 

**  But  I  had  other  reafons  no  ie(s  urgent, 

'<  If  by  obftinately  adhering  to  the  line  of  battle,  I  had  fuffered,  aa 
I  inevitably  muft,  the  French  fleet  to  have  feparated  from  me;  and  if 
by  fuch  feparatiou  the  Englifh  convoys  from  the  £aft  and  Well  Indies, 
which  I  have  already  flated  in  the  introduction  to  my  defence  to  have 
been  then  expeQed  home,  had  been  cut  off,  or  the  coaft  of  England 
had  been  inftilted,  what  would  have  been  my  fituation  ?  Sheltered 
tinder  the  forms  of  difcipline,  I,  perhaps,  might  have  efcaped  punifh* 
ment,  but  I  could  not  have  efcaped  cenfure.  I  ihould  neither  have 
cfcapcd  the  contempt  of  my  fellow-citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of 
my  own  confcicnce. 

*<  Moved  by  thefe  important  confiderations,  fupported  by  the  ex- 
amples  of  of  admiral  Ruiiel,  and  other  great  naval  commanders,  who, 
in  iimilar  fituation,  had  ever  made  ftri£l  order  give  way  to  reafonable 
cnterprize,  and  particularly  encouraged  by  the  remembrance  of  having 
myfelf  fcrved  under  that  truly  great  officer  lord  Hawke,  when  reje£U 
ing  all  rules  and  forms,  he  grafped  at  vi6lory  by  an  irregular  attack, 
I  determined  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  French  fleet  by  being  out-failed, 
from  preferving  the  line  of  battle :  but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  coU 
Ie6tcd  as  I  could,  and  near  enough  to  aflifl  and  a£l  with  each  other, 
in  cafe  a  change  of  wind,  or  other  favourable  circumlhmces,  (hould 
enable  me  to  force  the  enemy  to  a6lion. 

**  Such  were  my  feelings  and  refolutions  when  the  day  broke  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  at  which  time  the  fleet  under  my 
command  was  in  the  following  pofition '.—Vice-admiral  fir  Robert 
Harland  was  about  four  miles  diflant  on  the  Vi£)ory's  weather  quarter, 
with  moH  of  the  fliips  of  his  own  divifion  and  fome  of  thofe  belong- 
ing to  the  center — and  vice-admiral  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  at  about  three 
miles  didance,  a  point  before  the  lee-beam  of  the  Vidory,  with  bit 
main-fail  up,  which  obliged  the  fliips  of  his  divifion  to  continue  undtf 
aa  eify  fail. 
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recent  to  render  a  minute  detail  neceflfary.    The  admiral 
neverthelefs  ceafed  to  be  employed,  a  circumftance  to  be 

expei^edy 

«i— — — ^»  'm  I     II     I  ■  -  .  Ill-  Mil  li.i     ^       ■  ■  I     ■■      I        ■ 

*'  The  French  fleet  was  as  much  to  windward,  and  at  as  great  a 
dSftance  as  it  had  been  the  preceding  morning,  flanding  with  a  frefli 
wind  clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack,  to  all  appearance  avoiding  me 
with  the  fame  induftry  as  ever. 

«  At  this  time,  therefore,  I  had  no  greater  inducement  to  form  the 
line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of  the  former  day,  and  I  could  act 
have  formed  it  without  greatly  increaGng  my  diftance  from  the  French 
fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan  of  operation  which  I  hav&  already  fubmitted 
to  the  judgement  of  tne  court. 

'*  The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  next  charges, 

**  That  although  my  fleet  was  already  difperfed,  and  in  diforderi  I, 
by  making  the  fignal  for  feveral  (hips  of  his  divifion  to  chace  to  wind- 
ward, encreafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of  my  fleet,  aikl  that  theflupt 
were  in  confcquence  more  fcattered  than  they  had  been  before,  and 
that  whild  in  this  diforder  I  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  ifae 
fignal  for  battle.  . 

'*  In  this  part  of  the  charge  there  is  a  fladious  defign  to  miflead 
the  underflanding,  and  by  leaving  out  times,  and  intermediate  events, 
to  make  the  tranfaflions  of  half  a  da^  appear  but  as  one  moment. 

"  It  is  indeed  impoflible  to  read  it  without  being  poflefled  with  the 
idea,  that  at  half  pair  five  in  the  morning,  when  I  made  the  iignal  lor 
fix  of  the  {hips  ot  the  vice-admiral  of  tnc  blue's  diviGon  to  chace  ta 
windward,  I  was  in  the  immediate  profpef^  of  doling  with  an  enemr 
approaching  me  in  a  regular  line,  and  all  their  motions  plainly  indi« 
eating  a  dchgn  to  give  battle ;  inOead  of  which  both  the  fleets  were 
then  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three  leagues  to 
windward,  going  off  clofe  by  the  wind  with  a  prefled  fail.  My  reafon, 
therefore,  tor  making  that  fignal  at  half  paU  Hve,  was  to  colled  as 
many  of  the  (hips  to  windward  as  I  could  in  order  to  flrengthen  the 
main  body  of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  I  fhould  be  able  to  get  to  a£lion,  and  to 
fill  up  the  interval  between  the  Vi6lory  and  the  vice-admiral,  which 
was  occafioned  by  his  being  far  to  leeward;  and  it  is  plain  that  the 
vice-admiral  muu  have  himfelf  underHood  the  obje£l  of  the  fignal, 
fincc  it  has  appeared  in  the  courfc  of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being 
made,  the  Formidable  fet  her  main-fail  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
top-fails;  and  indeed  the  only  reafon  why  it  was  not  originally  made 
for  the  whole  divifion  .was,  that  they  mu(t  have  then  chaced  as  a  divi- 
fion, which  would  jiave  retarded  the  bed  going  fliips,  by  an  attendance 
on  the  vice-admiral. 

"  Things  were  in  thisfitnation,  when  about  nine  o'clock  the  French 

.fleet  wore  and  flood  to  ihe  fouthward  on  ihc  (larboard  tack;  but  the 

.  wind  immediately  after  they  were  about,  comipg  mgre  fouihcrly,  I 

continued  to  (land  on  till  a  quarter  pad  ten,  at  which  time  I  tacked 

the  Britilh  fleet  together  by  fignal,   and  foon  after  we  were  about, 

the  wind  came  fome  points  in  our  favour  to  the  weftward,  which 

enabled  us  to  lye  up  for  a  part  of  them ;  but  in  a  dark  fquall  that 

4  almoft 
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expefled,  not  wondered  at,  conGdering  the  extraordinary 
fchifm  which  his  cafe  and  conducl  had  created,  added  to 

the 


almuft  iTTimediately  came  on,  I  ]o&  fight  of  them  for  above  half  aa 
hour.  When  it  cleared  away  at  eleven  oVIock,  I  difcovered  that 
the  Frrnch  fleet  bad  changed  their  pofition,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
form  the  line  on  the  larboard  tack;  but  finding  they  rould  not  cfFen  it 
without  coming  within  gun-fliot  of  the  van  of  the  BritiQi  fleet,  they 
edged  down  and  fired  on  my  headmoit  fliips  as  they  approached  them 
on  the  contrary  tack,  at  a  quarter  after  eleven,  which  was  inflantly 
returned ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle. 
All  this  happened  in  about  half  an  hour,  and  mufl  have  been  owing 
to  the  enemy's  falling  to  leeward  in  performing  their  evolutions  dur- 
ing the  fqaall;  thefe  we  could  not  fee,  and  it  produced  this  fudden  and 
unexpected  opportunity  of  engafiiog  them,  as  the  enemy  were  near 
three  leagues  ahead  of  me  when  the  fquall  came  on. 
'  **  If,  therefore,  by  making  the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  when 
the  van  of  my  fleet  was  thus  fuddenly  getting  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  and  well  eonne^^ed  with  the  center,  as  my  accufer  blmfelf 
has  admitted,  I  had  called  back  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  th« 
French  fleet  might  either  have  formed  their  line  compleat,  and  have 
come  down  upon  my  fleet  while  in  the  confufion  of  getting  into  order 
of  battle,  or  (what  I  had  flill  greater  reafon  to  apprehend)  might  have 
gone  off*  to  vrindward  out  of  my  reach  altogether ;  for  even  as  it  was, 
the  enemy's  van,  inftead  of  coming  clofe  to  adioo,  kept  their  wind, 
and  pafled  hardly  within  random  fliot. 

'*  My  accufer  next  aflerts,  as  an  aggravation  of  his  former  charge, 

**  That  the  French  fleet  was  in  a  regular  line  on  the  tack  which 
approached  the  Britiffi  fleet,  all  their  motions  plainly  indicating  a 
defign  to  give  battle. 

**  Both  which  fads  have  already  been  contradiQed  by  the  teftimonj 
of  even  his  own  witnefles.  That  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not  in  a 
regular  line  of  battle,  appeared  by  the  French  admiral  being  out  of 
his  flation  far  from  the  centre  of  his  line,  and  next,  or  very  near  to  a 
ihip  carrying  a  vice-admiraKs  flag;  fome  of  their  fliipt  were  abreaft  of 
e<ich  other,  and  in  one,  as  they  pafled  the  Englifli  fleet  together  with 
other  apparent  marks  of  irregalarity.  ladced,  every  motion  of  the 
French  fleet,  from  about  nine,  when  it  went  on  the  ftarboard  tack, 
till  the  moment  of  the  a£lion,  and  even  during  the  adion  itfelf,  I 
apprehend  to  be  decifive  againft  the  alledged  indication  of  defign- 
ing  battle ;  for,  if  the  French  admiral  had  really  intended  to  come  to 
aCiion,  I  apprehend  he  never  would  have  put  his  fleet  on  the  contrary 
tack  to  that  on  which  the  BritiOi  fleet  was  coming  up  to  him,  but 
would  have  fhortened  fail  and  waitod  for  it,  formed  m  the  line  on  the 
fame  tack ;  and  even  when  he  did  tack  towards  the  Britiflii  fleet  the 
alledged  indication  is  again  dire6lly  refuted,  by  the  van  of  the  French 
fleet  hauling  their  wind  again  inflead  of  bearing 4k>wn  into  a£lion,  and 
by  their  hoiftins  no  colours  whoD  they  began  to  tngage. 

VoL.V.  Y  •^  "  Noi- 
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the  very  feieere  animadverftons  made  by  his  friends  on 
the  behaviour  of  minifters  towards  him.    He  continued, 

however, 

**  Notwithflinding  thefe  incontrovertible  truths,  my  accufer  im* 
putes  it  to  me  that  a  general  enngement  wai  not  brought  oo ;  but  it 
IS  evident,  from  the  tcfiimony  of  every  witnefs  he  has  calledL  that  a 
seneral  a£Uon  was  never  in  my  choice;  and  that  (6  fiw  Iron  ita 
oeing  prevented  by  my  not  having  formed  the  Hoc  of  battle,  no  en- 
gagement, either  general  or  partial,  coold  have  been  brought  on  if  I 
had  formed  it :  indeed,  it  is  a  contradiQion  in  terms,  to  (peak  of  a 
general  engagement,  where  the  fleet  that  has  the  wind  tacKs  to  pais' 
the  fleet  to  leeward  on  the  contrary  tack. 

**  Such  was  the  manner  in  which,  after  four  days  purfuit,  I  wv  at 
lafl  enabled,  by  a  favourable  fiiift  of  wind,  to  dole  with  the  fleet  of 
lance. 

'*/If  I  am  juftifiable  on  principle  in  the  excrife  of  that  difcre* 
tion,  which  I  nave  been  fubmitting  to  your  judgment,  of  bringing  at 
all  events  an  unwilling  enemy  to  battle,  I  am  certainly  not  called 
upon  to  defcend  to  all  the  ininutix  of  confcquences  relultin^  from 
fttch  cnterpriae,  even  if  fuch  bad  enfued  as  my  accufer  hasaflerted,  but 
which  his  own  witnefles  have  not  only  failed  to  eftablifliy  but  abfoluteljr 
refuted.  It  would  be  an  infult  on  the  undcrflandingof  the  coiir^  %»cre 
I  to  offer  any  arguments  to  fliew,  that  ibips  which  engage  witiMMit  a 
line  of  battle,  cannot  fo  clofcly,  uniformly,  and  mptiially  fiipport 
each  othex,  as  wh^n  circumftances  admit  of  a  line  beiiy  fonnea,  be- 
caufe  it  is  felf-evident,  and  is  the  bafis  of  all  the  dilcinEnc  and  piac- 
rice  of  lines  of  battle.  In  the  prefent  caCct  notvitnflanding  I  bad 
no  choice  in  making  any  dtfpofition  for  an  attack,  nor  any  pofllbility 
of  getting  to  battle  otherwise  than  I  did,  which  would  be  alone  fun* 
cient  to  repel  any  chaige  of  confeauent  irregularitv  or  even  confuiion  ; 
yet  it  is  not  neceffary  K>r  me  to  cirim  the  proteQion  of  the  citcom- 
llances  under  which  I  a£led,  becaufe  no  irregularity  or  cooftifioa 
cither  exifted  or  has  been  proved,  all  the  chacin^  fliips,and  the  whole 
fleer,  except  a  fliip  or  two,  got  into  battle,  and  into  as  dofe  battle  as 
the  French  fleet,  which  baa  the  option  by  being  to  windvrard,  chofii 
to  give  them. 

**  The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  himfelf,  though  in  the  rear,  was 
out  of  a£lion  in  a  fliort  time  after  the  Viflory ;  abd  fo  far  from  being 
left  to  engage  iingly,  and  unfupported,  was  pafled  during  the  a^on, 
by  three  mips  of  his  own  divifion,  and  was  ooliged  to  back  his  mizen 
top-(ail  to  keep  out  of  the  fire  of  one  of  the  largcft  (hips  in  the  fleet, 
which  muft  have  continued  near  hiro  all  the  relt  of  the  time  he  was 
pafling  the  French  line,  as  I  (hall  piovt  fhe  was  within  three  cablca. 
length  of  the  Formidable  when  the  firing  ccafed." 

Anfwer  to  the  fecond  irticle. 

*'  The  moment  the  Vi£lory  had  pafled  the  enemy's  rear,  my  lirft 
obiefi  was  ro  look  round  the  pofition  of  the  fleet,  which  the  unoke 

had 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         33^ 

however^  conftantly  to  attend  in  parliament,  where  his 
mere  prefence  on  (ome  occafionsi  and  particular  remarks 

which 


had  till  then  obfcurcd  from  obremtion,  in  order  to  determine  how  t 
general  enj^gement  might  bcft  be  brought  on  after  the  fleets  (hould 
have  pafTed  each  other. 

**  I  found  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  with  part  of  his  divifion, 
had  tacked,  and  was  (landing  towards  the  tfnemy  with  top*ga11ant  faill 
fet,  the  very  thing  I  am  charged  with  not  having  direded  him  to  do} 
but  all  the  reft  of  the  fliips  that  liad  got  out  of  adion  were  ftill  on  the 
(larboard  tack,  fome  of  tnero  dropping  to  leeward,  and  feemingly  em^ 
ployed  in  repairing  their  damages :  the  Vidory  herfelf  was  in  no 
condition  to  tack;  and  I  could  not  immediately  wear  and  fland  back 
on  the  (hips  coming  up  aftcm  of  me  out  of  the  a£lion  (had  it  been 
otherwife  expedient)  without  throwing  them  into  the  utmoft  coofu* 
fion.     Sir  John  Rofs,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the  experiment,  bar- 
ing informed  the  court  of  the  momentary  ncee(rity  he  was  under  of 
wearing  hack  again  to  prevent  the  confenuences  I  have  mentioned, 
makes  It  unnece(rary  to  enlarge  on  the  pronable  effeft  of  fuch  a  ge* 
nerel  manceuvre  with  all  the  ihips  ahead.    Indeed,  I  only  remark  it 
as  a  flrong  relative  circnmftance  appearing  by  the  evidence  of  a  very 
able  and  experienced  officer,  and  by  no  means  as  a  joflification  for 
having  flood  away  beyond  the  enemy  to  a  great  di fiance  before  I 
wore,  becaufe  the  charge  itfelf  is  grofslv  lalfe  in  faQ. 

**  The  Vid^ry  had  very  little  way  while  her  head  wai  to  the  fouCh« 
ward,  and  although  her  damages  were  con6derablc,  was  the  firft  flitp 
of  the  center  divifion  that  got  round  towards  the  enemy  again,  and 
fome  time  before  the  refi  were  able  to  follow  her.  Even  as  it  was^ 
aot  above  three  or  four  were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on  the  lar* 
board  tack,  fo  that  had  it  even  been  praAicable  to  have  veered  fooncr 
than  I  did,  no  good  porpofe  could  have  been  anfwered  by  it,  as  I 
muft  only  have  wore  the  (boner  back  again,  to  have  collcded  the 
difabled  mips,  which  would  have  been  thereby  left  fiill  farther  aflem* 

'*  The  Formidable  was  no  otherwife  left  engaged  with  the  enemy  dniw 
ing  this  (horc  interval  than  as  being  in  the  rear,  a  circumftaoce  which 
muft  always  neceflarily  happen  to  fliipt  in  that  lituataon,  when  fleeta 
engage  each  other  on  contrary  ucks,  and  no  one  witnefs  has  attempted 
to  [peak  to  the  danger  my  accufer  complains  of,  except  his  own  cap- 
tain, who,  ou  being  called  up<m  to  fix  the  time  when  nich  danger  waa 
apprehended,  ftated  it  10  be  the  time  the  Formidable  opened  her  fire* 
This  renders  this  application  of  it  as  aconfequenceof  the  fecond  char^ei 
too  abfurd  to  demand  a  refutation.'* 


Anfwer  to  the  third  article. 

<*  As  foon  as  I  bad  wore  to  fiand  towards  the  enemy,  I  liaaled 
down  the  fignal  for  battle,  which  I  judged  improper  to  be  kept  abroad 
till  the  (hips  could  recqvcr  their  fiatioDs,  or  at  leaft  get  near  cnongb 
to  (upport  each  ether  in  action ;  and  in  order  to  cau  them  togetkac 

y  ft  '     fiw 
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which  on  others  fell  from  him  in  debate,  ferved  to  fan  tht 
fmothering  embers  of  diflfention  and  rancour,  till  at  length 

time 

4  

for  thit  purpoCe,  I  im mediately  made  the  iigaal  to  form  the  line  of 
bittle  ahead  of  all  cbe  center  and  red  divifion.  I  embraced  that  oppor- 
tunity of  unbending  her  main-top  fail,  which  was  totally  unfervtceablCy 
fnd  in  doing  which  the  utmoft  expedition  was  ufed,  iheibipi  aftern  of 
^e  exerting  themfelves  far  as  they  could  in  the  mean  time  to  get  into 
their  fiations,  fo  that  no  time  was  iod  by  this  necelfary  operation. 
'  '*  The  Formidable  was  ahead  of  the  Vi£lory  during  this  period* 
It  was  her  (Ution  in  the  line  on  that  tack;  yet  at  the  very  moment  my 
aocufcr  dares  to  charge  me  with  not  calling  the  (hips  together  to  re* 
new  the  attack,  he  himfclf,  though  his  (hip  wu  in  a  manageable  con> 
flition,  as  has  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  his  own  captain ;  and 
ibottgh  he  had  wore,  expelling,  as  he  fays,  the  battle  to  be  renewed, 
i]«iittcd  his  (lation  in  the  front  of  the  line  of  bxttle,  the  fignal  for 
%vhich  was  flying,  palFcd  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  fiai board  tack  while 
J  was  advancing  to  tbe  enemy,  and  never  came  into  the  line  during 
the  reft  of  the  Jay. 

'*  In  this  fituation  I  jiulged  it  nece(rary,  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  who  was  to  wifidwara,  and  puftied  forward  on  my  weather  bow 
ivith  Gx  or  fcven  (hips  of  his  divifion,  Ihould  lead  on  tbe  larboard 
tacki  in  order  to  give  time  to  tbe  (hips  which  had  come  Uft  out  of 
a^ion  to  repair  their  damages  and  get  colle6led  together.  The 
iignal  appomted  by  the  thirty-firft  article  of  tbe  fighting  in{lru£iiona 
aot  being  applicable,  as  the  French  fleet  waa  -fo  nearly  ahead  of  uf» 
that  ofily  by  keeping  clofe  to  tbe  wind  we  could  have  fetched  tbem» 
I  made  the  Proferpine's  (ignal,  rn  order  to  have  difpatched  captain 
Sutton  with  a  meliage  to  vice,  admiral  lir  Robert  Harland  to  lead  tbe 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack,  but  before  he  had  left  the  Vidory  with  the 
prdecs  he  had  received,  the  French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the  fouth- 
ward  forming  their  line  on  the  flarboard  tack.  Their  (tiips  advanced 
regularly  out  of  a  colle6led  body,  which  they  had  got  into  from  the 
operation  of  wearing,  and  not  from  any  diforder  or  confuGon, 
though,  had  fuch  disorder  or  confufion  really  exiflcd,  I  could  have 
derived  no  immediate  adv^nta^e  from  it,  not  having  a  fufficient  force 
Colleded  to  prevent  their  forming  by  an  attempt  to  renew  the  attack. 
The  Vidory  was  at  this  time  the  neareft  (hip  to  the  enemy,  with  no- 
■lore  than  three  or  four  of  the  centre  divifion  in  any  Gtuation  to  have 
fupported  hcr^  or  each  other  in  afiion  :  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
waa  on  the  A^irboard  uck,  flanding  away  from  his  flation  totally  re* 
gardlcfs  of  the  G^nal  that  was  flving  lo  form  the  line ;  and  moft  of  the 
other  (hips,  except  the  red  divifion,  whofc  pofiiion  I  have  already 
fiated,  were  far  aftern,  and  Gve  difablcd  (hips  at  a  great  diftance  on  the 
lee  quarter. 

•*  Moft  of  thcfe  fafls  are  already  eflablifhed  by  my  accufer^s  own 
CvidciKe,  and  I  (hall  prove  and  confirm  them  all,  by  tbe  teftimony  of 
that  part  of  the  fleet  whofc  Gtuations  will  enable  them  to  fpeak  t» 
Hicm  with  certainty. 

•*  I  truft 
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time  extinguifhed  their  exigence.    The  complete  over- 
throw of  the  then  minifiry,   in  the  month  of  March, 

"  I  truft  they  wiil  convince  the  court  that  I  had  it  not  in  mjr 
power  to  coliefi  the  fleet  together  to  renew  the  figlit  at  that  time^ 
and  that  from  their  not  being  able  to  follow  mc,  I  confcqucntly  could 
not  advance  with  thcin;  that  1  did  not  (borten  fail,  but  only  Oiifted 
an  unferviceable  oiie,  when  I  was  far  ahead  and  the  ibipa  unable  to 
follow ;   that  I  did  not  haw]  down  the  fignal  for  battle  til)  it  ceafcd 
to  be  capable  of  prodtxriog  any  good  effcB. ;  that  during^  the  whole 
time  I  flood  tbwards  the  enemy  1  endeavoured,  by  the  moft  forcible 
of  all  (ignah,  the  %nal  for  the  line  of  battle,  to  call  tbe  (bipt  loge* 
tlier  in  order  to  renew  the  attack;  that  I  did  avail  myfclt  of  the 
fbips  that  were  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  as  far  ai  circuna- 
/lances  admitted;  and  that  I  therefore  did  do  the  uimoft  in  my  power 
to  take,  fink,  burn,  or  dcfixoy  the  French  fleets  whkh  had  attacked 
the  Britilh  fleet." 

Anfwer  to  tbe  fourth  article. 

"  The  French  fleet  having  wore  and  began  to  form  tbeir  line  on 
the  flarboard  tack  by  the  wind,  which  if  they  had  kept  would  have 
brought  them  clofe  up  with  tbe  center  diviGon,  foon  afterwards  edged 
away,  pointing  towaros  four  or  five  of  the  difabled  (hips  which  were  at  a 
diflancc  to  leewr.rd,  and  with  evident  intention  to  have  feparated  tbei|i 
from  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  To  prevent  this  1  made  the  (ignal  to  Wear, 
and  flood  athwart  their  van  in  a  diagonal  courfc  to  give  protedion  to 
ihcfe  crippled  fiiipt,  keeping  tbe -fignal  for  the  line  flving  to  form  and 
colle£l  the  fleet  on  the  flarboard  tack*  As  I  had  inus  been  obliged 
to  alter  my  difpofition  before  captain  Sutton  left  the  Vi£lory  with  xny 
former  melTage,  I  difpatched  him  with  orders  to  ihe  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  to  form  with  his  divifion  at  a  dillance  aficrn  of  tbe  Vidory, 
to  cover  the  rear  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  till  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  fliould  come  into  his  flation  with  his  divifion,  in  obedience 
to  the  fignal.  Thcle  orders  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  inflantly  obe]^ 
cd,  and  was  formed  in  my  wake  before  four  o'clock.  Finding  then 
that  ^vhile,  by  the  courfe  X  fleered  to  proted  the  crippled  fliips,  I  was 
nearing  the  enemy,  and  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  fliil  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  by  which  he  kept  his. divifion  from  joining  me,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  fliips  to  windward  to  bear  down  into  my  wake, 
and  that  it  mieht  be  the  better  diflinguifl)cd  (both  being  fignals  at  tbe 
mizen  peak)  1  bawled  down  the  fignal  for  the  line  for  about  ten 
minutes  and  then  boifted  it  again.  This  fignal  for  fiiips  to  windward 
to  bear  down  he  repeated,  though  he  had  not  repeated  that  for  the 
li^e  of  battle ;  but  by  not  bearing  down  hitpfelf,  he  led  the  fliips  of 
his  divifion  to  interpret  his  repeating  it  aif  requiring  ihem  to  conie  into 
his  wake  inllead  of  mine. 

*'  Having  now  accompliflied  the  proteQion  of  the  difabled  (hips, 
and  the  l^rcnch  fleet  continuing  to  form  their  line  raoging  up  to  lee- 

Y3  ward 
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1782,  fcrvcd  to  introiiuce  Mr.  Keppel  again  to  the  country 
as  a  public  charader.     On  the  30th  of  March^  as  one  of 

the 
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ward  pirallel  10  the  center  diviiion,  my  onljr  obje£l  was  to  form 
nine  in  order  to  bear  down  upon  them  to  renew  the  battle.  There* 
lore  at  a  quarter  before  five,  after  having  repeated  the  figna]  for 
llitpt  to  windward  to  bear  down  into  my  wake*  with  no  better  tBe^ 
than  before,  I  fentthe  MilFord  with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
rtdy  to  firetch  ahead  and  uke  his  ftation  in  the  line,  which  he  inftaoilv 
obeyed;  and  thevice^doiiral  of  the  blue  being  ftill  to  windward  witk 
liis  tore-top-fail  unbent,  making  no  vifible  effort  to  obey  the  fignal 
vhich  had  been  flying  the  whole  afternoon,  1  fent  the  Fox  at  five 
o'clock  with  orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into  my  wake,  and  to  teli 
liim  I  only  waited  for  him  and  his  divifion  to  renew  the  battle. 
While  I  was  difpatching  thefe  frigates,  having  before  bawled  dcArn  the 
signal  to  come  into  my  wake,  I  put  abroad  the  fignal  for  all  (hips  t^ 
come  into  their  ftations,  always  Keeping  the  fignal  for  the  line  flying. 
All  this  produced  no  cfftSi  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue;  and, 
wearied  out  with  fruitlefs  expedation,  at  feven  o'clock  I  made  the 
flgoal  for  each  particular  (hip  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  divifion 
to  come  into  her  flation,  but  before  they  had  accompjiflied,  it  night 
|>ut  an  end  to  all  further  operations. 

"  It  may  be  obferved>  that  amongft  thefe  fignals  I  did  not  make  the 
^ormidable*t.  If  the  vice  admiral  chufes  to  confider  this  as  t 
culpable  negled,  I  can  only  fay  that  it  occurred  to  me,  to  treat  hii^i 
with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  rank.  This  bad  fome  time  before  induced 
me  to  iknd  him  the  meflaffe  by  captain  Wipdlbr,  the  paniculars  of 
which  he  has  already  faithnilly  related  tp  the  court. 

**  1  truil  I  have  little  reafon  to  apprehend'thatyou  will  be  inclined 
to  confider  my  cpndud,  as  I  fiated  it  in  anfwer  to  this  fourth  article 
of  the  charge,  as  difgraceftil  to  the  Britifli'  flag,  ^hcr  I  had  wore 
upon  the  fame  tack  with  the  enemy,  to  proted  the  difablrd  part  of 
sny  fleet  and  colIe£l  the  refl  together,  there  would  have  been  little 
to  do  to  renew  the  battle,  but  bearing  right  down  upon  the  enemy » 
sf  my  accufer  had  led  down  his  divifion  in  obedience  to  the  repeated 
fignals  and  orders  which  I  have  flated.  The  Viflory  never  went  more 
than  two  knots,  was  under  her  double  retfcd  top- (ails  and  fore-(aiIs, 
much  fl)attered,  which  kept  the  fhips  that  were  near  her  under  their 
top-fails,  and  fulFerrd  the  French  fleet,  which  might  always  have 
brought  me  toafiion  if  they  had  inclined  to  do  it,  to  range  up  parallel 
with  the  center  under  very  little  fail.  It  was  to  prote6\  the  five 
diQbled  fliips  above-mentioned,  and  to  give  the  red  time  to  form  into 
fome  order,  that  I  judged  it  more  expedient  to  fland  as  I  did,  under 
that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring  to  with  my  head  to  the  Ibuthward.  The 
couit  will  judge  whether  it  was  polTiblc  for  any  officer  in  the  fervice 
really  to  believe  that  thefe  operations  could  give  the  appearance  of  a 
flight,  or  furnifb  a  rational  pretence  to  the  French  admiral  to  claim 
the  vi£lory,  or  publiO)  to  the  world  that  the  Bfitifh  fleet  had  mn 
away." 

Anfwej 
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the  1110ft  powerful  of  the  leading  party,  he  was  confti- 
tuted  firft  commiffioner  of  the  admiralty^  and  fworn  in 

one 


Anfwer  to  the  fifrh  article. 

"  On  the  momifig  of  the  sSih  of  July  the  French  fleet  (except 
three  fail  which  were  feen  od  the  lee  quarter)  was  only  vifible  from 
the  maft  heads  of  fome  of  the  (hifM  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  at  a  greit 
diftance  from  me.  This  aiforded  me  not  the  fmalleft  profpcd  of  comiiw 
up  with  them,  more  efpecially  as  their  fliipt,  though  certainly  much 
damaged  in  their  hulls,  had  not  apparently  fuffisred  'ronch  in  their 
malts  and  fails;  whereas  the  fleet  under  my  command  was  generally 
and  greatly  (hattered  in  their  mafls,  yards  and  riggingf  and  many  oi 
them  unable  to  carry  (ail.  As  to  tlie  three  French  Ibips,  I  made  the 
fignal  at  6ve  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  the  Duke,  Bienfaifaot,  Prince 
George,  and  Elisabeth,  to  give  them  chace,  judging  them  to  be  the 
propereft  (hips  for  that  pnrpoie ;  hut  the  two  laft  were  not  able  to 
carry  fuflicient  (ail  to  give  countenance  to  the  porfoit ;  and  looking 
round  to  the  general  condition  of  mv  fleetf  I  law  it  was  in  vain  to 
attempt  either  a  general  or  a  partial  enace.  Indeed,  my  accufer  doci 
not  venture  to  alledj^,  that  there  was  any  probability,  or  even  poffi- 
bility  of  doing  it  with  efled|  which  deftroys  the  whole  impatatioDof 
his  charge. 

**  l/nder  thefe  eircamflancefl  I  tnift  I  could  not  millake  ay  doty; 
and  I  was  refolved,  u  I  have  alreadv  belbre  obferved  in  the  intro- 
dodioo  to  my  defence,  not  to  facrifice  it  to  an  empty  (bow  and  ap- 
pearance, which  is  beneath  the  dignity  pf  an  officer,^  anconfcious  of 
any  failure  or  ne^led.  To  have  urged  a  Iraitlefs  purfuit,  with  a  fleet  fo 
greatly  crippled  in  its  mafts  and  fails,  aft^a  diftant  and  flying  enemy 
within  reach  of  their  own  ports,  and  with  a  frelb  wind  hlowingfair  for 
their  port,  with  a  large  fwell,  would  have  been  only  wantonly  expofins 
the  Britilh  fleet  under  mv  command  without  end  or  obie£l.  'Twoold 
have  been  mifleading  ano  defeatins  its  operations,  bv  delaying  the  refit- 
ment neccflfary  (or  carrying  on  the  future  fervice  witn  vigour  and  efleA. 

**  My  accufer  aflerts,  by  a  general  conclufion  to  the  five  arrielca 
exhibited  againfl  me,  that  firom  what  he  fiates  as  infiances  of  mifcon- 
dud  and  ntgle^l  in  me,  a  glorious  opportunity  was  loft  of  doingamoft 
cffential  fervice  to  the  (late,  and  that  the  bqnour  of  the  Britili  navy 
was  tarni(hed. 

**  The  truth  of  the  afliertion,  that  an  opportunity  was  loft,  I  am 
not  called  upon  either  to  combat  or  deny ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  if  I 
(hall  be  fucccfsful  in  proving,  that  that  opportuni^  was  feiaed  by  me, 
and  fallowed  up  to  the  full  extent  of  my  power}  if  the  court  (hall  be 
of  that  opinion,  I  am  fatisfied,  and  it  will  then  reft  with  the  vice  ad ■ 
mirai  of  the  blue  to  explain  to  what  caufe  it  is  to  be  referred,  that  the 
glorious  opportunity  he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  and  to  whom  it  if  to  be 
imputed  (it  the  h£i  be  true)  that  the  hoaw  of  the  Briiifli  navy  km 
^n  tarmfhed*" 

Y4  Ur. 
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one  of  the  members  of  the  privy  council,  an  adfance* 
pent  attended   immediately  afterwards   by  prc^eflionat 

promo* 


Mr.  Keppel  then  piocecdcd  to  the  examioauoos  of  the  witnelTcs  in 
fupport  ot  his  cafe ;  and  the  court  martial,  which  continued  to  fit  till 
(be  I  ith  of  February,  came  on  that  da/  to  the  following^  refolutioot 

'*  That  it  is  their  opinion  the  charge  againft  admiral  Keppcl  it 
Stalicioiis  and  ill  founded,  it  bavii^  appeared  that  the  faid  admiral, 
(o  Ur  from  having,  by  mifcoQdu£l  and  neglcd  of  duly,  on  the  days 
therein  alluded  to,  Iplt  an  opportunity  of  rendering  effsntial  fervioc 
to  the  flate,  and  thereby  umiflicd  the  hoooar  of  the  Britifli  navy, 
^behaved  as  became  a  judicious,  brave,  and  experienced  officer." 

The  prefident  then  delivered  him  bis  fword,  and  in  a  ibort  fpecch 
cooftratulatcd  biai  on  iu  beio^  ? eQorcd  with  fo  much  honour,  and  hopiog 
ere  long  be  would  be  called  Forth,  by  his  fovereiga,  to  draw  it  agiaio  ia 
the  fervice  of  his  count  ry. 

A  few  days  after  hia  acquittal  both  houfea  of  parliament  agreed 
•inaniooiifiy  in  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  ealUnt  behaviour  on  the  tyth 
of  July  :  that  of  the  lords  was  fent  by  tne  lord  chancellor;  and  that 
^  the  commons  delivered  to  the  admiral,  in  his  place,  by  the  fpeaker. 
The  city  of  London,  and  Wefi  India  merchants  followed  ihia  example. 

The  author  of  the  Continuation  of  Campbell,  who  anpears  rather 
more  a^ive  as  a  partizan  of  Mr.  Keppel  than  is  confident  with  dbe 
ftridtnefii  of  an  ^impartial  hifiorian,  conclndtt  bis  account  of  this 
lemarkable  event  in  the  following  termt  t— 

TThuA  ended  this  celebrated  trial,  from  which  the  public  were 
led  to  foraa  a  very  different  opinion  of  the  a£bon,  of  the  a7thof  July, 
from  that  which  naturally  pfefented  itfelf  on  reading  the  admiraPs 
public  letter  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  marine  department.  This 
tetter,  though  it  contained  nothing  diredly  in  oppofition  to  truth, 
(unle&  the  general  panegyric  bellowed  on  the  fpirttcd  condu£^  of  fir 
"Robert  Harland,  fir  Hugh  Pallifcr,  and  the  captains  of  the  fleet,  be 
fuppofed  to  imply  an  acquittal  of  every  individual  from  the  crime  of 
diiobcdieiice)  yet  by  concealing  part  of  the  truth,  tended  to  miHead 
the  judgment  of  the  public,  and  to  give  them  both  an  inadequate  and 
erroncona  idea  of  the  adion.  It  Teemed  from  the  letter  that  the 
admiral  could  have  attacked  the  French  fleet  a  fecond  time  that  after- 
noon while  they  were  forming  the  line  of  battle;  but  it  appeared  from 
the  evidence  that  this  could  not  have  been  done,  Vior  the  engagement 
renewed  at  any  time  that  day,  without  giving  an  evident  advantage  to 
the  enemy,  aa  fir  Hugh  Pailifer's  not  coming  into  the  admiral's  wake, 
agreeable  to  the  /jgnal,  left  the  Britifb  fleet,  throughout  the  whole 
afternoon,  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  France.  To  this  he  is  as  it  were 
impelled  to  add, 

*f  When  the  voice  of  party  fpirit  (hall  be  heard  no  more,  the  ioi* 
partial  voice  of  hiOory  will  aflc  admiral  Kcppcl,  Why  he  did  not 
make  the  particular  fignal  for  each  (hip  in  the.  blue  divifion  feparately 
to  coiric  into  his  wake,  when  he  faw  fir  Hugh  Pallifcr  rcfufing  to  obey 
his  (i^nal  ?    ]iy  this  means  the  engagement  might  have  been  renewed, 

though 
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promotion,  and  his  exaltation  to  the  rank  of  vifcount. 
On  the  8th  of  April  he  was  made  admiral  of  the  white, 
and  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month  was  created  vifcount 
Kcppel,  of  Eflvedon,  in  the  connty  of  Suffolk. 

His  Ration  of  firfl  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty  he 
quitted  for  a  few  weeks,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1783, 
but  refumed  it  again  on  the  8th  of  April  enfuing,  the 
celebrated  coalition  then  taking  place  between  a  feled 
number  of  his  lordfliip's  party  and  feveral  of  the  leading 
perfons  of  the  former  ex-miniftry,  who  had,  in  the  pre* 
ceding  year,  been  ranked  among  the  moit  violent  of  his 
enemies.  He  retained  his  high  ilation  only  till  the  30th 
of  December  following,  when  a  political  convullion, 
equal  in  extent  to  that  which  iirft  introduced  him  to  it, 
caufed  him  finally  to  quit  this  public  chara£ler  of  iirft 
miniftcr  of  marine.  He  fur vivcd  but  a  very  few  years,  dying 
on  the  2d  of  Odober,  1786,  having  been  long  afflided 
with  the  gout,  and  other  grievous  bodily  infirmities,  in 
the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age. 

It  will  be  almoil  impoflible  to  attempt  any  delineation 
of  his  lordfhip's  charader  without  incurnng  cenfure, 
either  from  his  admirers,  or  thofe  of  a  different  defcrip- 
tion.  This  will  ever  be  the  cafe  with  a  man  who,  by 
unfortunately  having  merits  and  qualities  attributed  to 
him  fuperior  to  thofe  he  really  potlelTed,  has  induced  a 
denial  from  his  opponents  of  fuch  virtues  fis  they 
would  without  oppofition  have  unanimoufly  allowed  him 
the  ponfenion  of,  had  not  his  friends,  by  their  imprudent 
attempt  to  raife  him  into  fomething  more  than  an  hero, 
cauftd  the  former  to  counterbalance  extravagant  pane* 
^yric  by  ilUfounded  cenfure.  Prior  to  that  ill-fated 
event,  which  all  men  muft  admit  was  injurious  to  the 
country,  the  fervice,  and  his  own  fame,  he  was  the  idol 
of  all  parties  and  ranks,  whether  in  or  out  of  fervice: 
his  bravery,  his  prudence,  his  adivity,  his  diligence,  he 


though  the  Formidable  had  continued  in  difobedience*  However 
delicate  a  point  it  might  be  to  criminate  an  officer  who  bad  behMfcd 
bravely,  yet  it  will  be  allowed  that  ewtry  degree  of  deiicaey  <Mght  to 
have  given  place  to  the  duty  Mr.  Keppel  owed  his  couotiy.  The 
letter  written  after  thea£lioii,  inCerted  in  the  London  Gazette,  will  bji 
a  fufficient  warning  to  futore  commaoderi  not  to  beftowpraife  if  dicv 
tbiuk  cenfure  i«  due,'*  '  *" 

k 
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had  happily  afforded  reiterated  proofs  of:  a  franknefs  of 
difpofition,  an  affability,  that  trait  of  charaSer  ufuaHy 
^  diftingui  Died  by  the  nppellationof  good  huinotir,had  acquired 
him,  among  the  feamen,  a  degree  of  love  bordering  sdmc^ 
on  adoration.  To  a  charader  anonymouflygiven  of  him 
at  the  time  of  his  dcceafe  it  i.s  fubjoined,  *^  That  on  every 
occafion  he  proved  himfi  ]r  the  triend  of  the  meritorious, 
and  the  feaman*s  protedor;  and  that  no  officer  in  the 
fervice  pofleflTcd  the  love  of  the  navy  equal  to  himfelf.*' 

There  was,  however,  a  manifeft  alteration,  both  in  his 
difpofition  and  carriage,  after  his  acceffion  to  the  high  rank 
he  held  in  the  miniffry,  an  alteration  painfully  obferved  by 
his  warmed  admirers ;  his  former  apparent  opennefs  and 
freedom  of  jxhaviour  became,  probably  through  necef- 
lity,  converted  into  refervc ;  and  his  good  nature  funk  into 
an  habit  of  promifmg  thofe  things  which  neither  his  power 
allowed,  and,  perhaps,  on  many  occafions  his  inclination 
did  not  induce  him  to  fulfil.  This  change  caufed  him, 
by  infenfible  decrees,  to  lofe  nnich  of  that  popularity  he 
had  before  acquired ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  if 
chance,  or  the  political  current  of  affairs  had  permitted  him 
to  continue  much  longer  moving  in  the  public  fphere,  he 
would  have  experienced  the  fame  mortifying  reverfe  whidi 
has,  ever  fmce  the  exiftence  of  governments,  occafionally 
attended  the  brighteft  meteors  of  popularity.  As  it  was,  he 
lived  not  to  acquire  the  dignity  of  being  publicly  hated,  but 
pafled  through  the  latter  end  of  life  unijnolefted,  unlatyr- 
ifed,  and  nearly  unnoticed. 

With  many  excellent  qualities  pofleffed  by  this  gentle* 
man  were  certainly  mingled  fome  failings,  a  confequence 
naturally  attendant  on  the  imperfe£lion  of  human  nature ; 
and  thofe  who  wifh  to  imprefs  on  pofterity  confumipatc 
perfeSion  of  charader,  are  certainly  guilty  of  premeditated 
ffattery  and  falfehood. 

LESLIE,  Lachlin,— -wasagentleman  of  very  honourable 
Scottifli  extradion.  The  firft  notice  we  find,  taken  of 
him,  as  a  naval  officer,  is  in  the  year  1739,  when  he  was 
appointed  commander  of  the  Hawke  iloop  of  war.  IjLc 
ferved  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  the  fame 
ftation,  till  he  was,  on  the  8th  of  September,  1744,  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate,  at 
that  time  the  flag  fhip  of  Mr.  Medley,,  but  in  which  he 
l^mained  a  few  days  only.     We  h^ve  no  information  of 

any 
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any  fubfequent  command  held  by  this  gentleman^  or, 
indeed,  after  its  conclufion,  till  the  year  1758,  when  he 
commanded  the  Briftol,  of  fifty  guna,  one  of  the  (hips  on 
the  Weft  India  ftation  under  commodore  Moore.  He 
rendered  himfelf  remarkable  by  his  very  fpirited  con- 
dn£ly  on  the  17th  of  January,  in  the  attack  of  Fort 
Negro  on  the  ifland  of  Marti nico.  When  the  guns  of 
the  enemy  were  filenced  by  the  Briftol,  fupported  by  the 
Rippon,  which  had  anchored  aftern,  the  marines  of  both 
(hips  were  landed  and  took  poiTeffion  of  the  fortrefs,  which 
they  found  entirely  abandoned.  Captain  Leflie  being 
informed  the  fort  was  tenable  againit  any  attempt  that 
might  be  made  by  the  enemy,  confcquently  gave  ordera 
that  it  (hould  be  defended  to  the  laft  extremity;  but 
when  all  farther  attempts  againft  the  ifland  were  ^iven 
up,  the  powder  and  guns  were  deftroyed  or  rendered 
unferviceable  by  the  detachment.  He  had  it  in  his  power 
to  return  the  fupport  and  fuccour  rendered  him  on  this 
occafion  by  captam  Jekyl*,  at  the  attack  of  Guadaloupe  on 
the  23d  of^January,  I759t  having  difengaged  the  Rippon^ 
which  lay  in  a  diftrefled  fituation  expoled  to  the  fire  of  a 
formidable  battery  belonging  to  the  enemy,  from  which 
danger  (he  was  not  extricated  but  with  confideraUe  loft. 
Captain  Leflie  was  immediately  afterwards  promoted  to 
the  Buckingham,  but  did  not  long  continue  m  that  (itu- 
ation,  being  fent  home,  in  the  month  of  May,  with 
intelligence  of  the  furrender  of  the  ifland  juft  mentioned. 

On  his  arrival  in  England  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Monarch,  of  feventy-four  guns ;  in  this  (hip  he  was  not 
equally  fi^ccefsful,  nndirig  no  particular  opportunity  of 
diftinguifhing  himfelf.  in  1761  he- was  appointed  com- 
modore commander-in-chief  at  the  Nore ;  he  accordingljr 
hoifted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Princefs  Royal,  of 
eighty  guns ;  but  had  not  long  the  happinefs  of  retaining  fo 
honourable  a  poft,/lying  on  the  31ft  of  March,  1762. 

LOFTING,  Samuel. — We  find  this  gentleman,  in 
1742,  commander  of  the  Wolf  floop  of  war,  and  em- 
ployed as  a  cruifer,  a  fervice  in  which  he  had  confiderable 
iuccefs,  having,  about  Chriftmafs,  captured  a  ftout  priva* 
teer,  and  re-pofTeffed  himfelf  of  two  prizes  taken  by  the 
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the  fame  manner  during  the  whole  of  the  enfoing  year^ 
and  in  the  <nomb  of  Ekcenotber  di(lingui(hed  him* 
feif  extremely  on  the  following  occafioD*.  He  was 
craifing  off  Oporto^  when  he  received  mforniatioii 
that  a  ftout  privateer,  together  with  two  pizes  captured 
by  her  were  lying  within  the  river^  and  that  tm  fort 
which  defended  theentrance  had  only  a  few  guns  mouutcd  ; 
he  pnxreeded  thither,  and  on  the  i6th  cannonaded  the 
fortrefsy  which,  in  the  official  account,  is  calted  a  caftfe^ 
from  half  paft  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  eleven. 
During  this  time  he  difpatched  his  boats  manned  and 
armed  into  the  river,  with  orders  to  cut  out  whatever  Ibip 
they  found  there ;  they  were  accoj-dingly  fuccefsfui 
enough  to  bring  oif  the  two  prizes,  but  could  not  meet 
with  the  privateer,  which  had  ran  fasther  up  out  of  their 
reach. 

His  gallantry  on  this  occafion  was  rewarded  by  promo- 
tion, on  the  22d  of  June,  1744,  to  be  captain  of  the  Wager, 
€f  twenty-four  guns,  in  which  he  was  employed  in  convoy- 
ing the  trade  to  Hamburgh.  From  this  velfel  he  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  enfuing,  promoted  to  the  ICiniale, 
of  forty  guns,  and  fent  to  Holland,  with  fome. other 
reflets,  for  the  purpofe  of  convoying  thither  the  yacht, 
having  on  board  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was  at 
that  time  commander-in-chief  of  the  Britiih  army  in 
Germany.  He  was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to 
the  Weil  Indies^  where,  behaving  improperly,  though 
in  what  immediate  or  particular  infbince  we  do  not 
know,  he  was,  on  the  i6th  of  July,  1745,  fentenced 
to  be  difmifled  the  fervicc.  Tiiis  is  the  laft  occafion  on 
which  we  find  any  mention  made  of  him. 

MOGG,  Thomas. — ^l^his  genileman  was  promoted,  in 
1 741,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the 
Spence  floop  of  war,  a  veifel  cpnployed  at  that  time  on 
the  Mediterranean  ftation.  He  continued  there  till  his 
advancement,  in  the  year  1744,  to  be  captain  of  the 
Rocheftcr  j  but  is  not  othcrwife  mentioned  than  as  having 
been  the  perfon  who  conveyed  to  Nice  the  intelligence  of 
the  encounter  between  admiral  Mathews  and  the  united 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain.  He  was  not  prefent  at  the  a6Uon, 
but  procurL'l  his  information  from  two  or  three  veflels  be 
enemy  a  fhort  time  before.     He  continued  occupied  in 

cafually 
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cafually  met  with  at  fea.  We  do  not  find  any  mention* 
made  of  him  in  the  fervice  after  his  appointment  to  the 
Rochefter^  and  believe  him  not  to  have  held  any  command 
for  fome  years  previous  to  his  dcccafe.  In  the  latter  pajt 
cf  his  life  he  was  much  difiinguiihed  as  a  very  adive  and 
upright  magiftrate,  he  haying,  nooft  probably  on  his  retire- 
ment from  the  navy,  been  put  into  the  commiiiion  of  the 
peace,  not  merely,  we  believe,  as  is  the  common  compli- 
ment paid  to  private  gentlemen  of  fortune,  but  from  an 
high  opinion  of  the  fervice  he  was  capable  of  rendering 
the  community  in  a  civic  department.  He  died  on  the 
22dof  Odober,  1756. 

NORBURY,  Conning(by,  —  nephew  to  captain  Con, 
Norbury,  whom  we  have  already  noticed,  vol.  i v.  p.  1 2« 
He.was  appointed  captain  of  the  Gibraltar  frigate  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1744.  In  1748  he  was  captain  of  the 
iJoo,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four  guns,  on  the  Virginia  ftation, 
which,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  is  all  the  information  we  have 
been  able  to  colle£l  concerning  him,  till,  in  17579  when  we 
find  him  commander  of  the  Hampfhire,  of  fifty  guns.  He 
retained  this  command  fome  years,  and  in  1760  was  on  the 
Jamaica  (btion,  under  tlie  orders  of  rear-admiral  Holmes. 
He  difttnguiihed  himfelf  very  much  in  the  month  of  0£to^ 
ber,  in  the  attack  of  the  French  frigates  t  off  Cape  Fran^ois^ 
two  of  them,  the  Prince  Edward  and  the  Fleur-de-lys,  of 
thirty -two  guns  each,  being  deftroyed  by  captain  Norbury^ 
This  gentleman  appears  to  have  clofed  his  naval  career 

.  with  this  adion,  not  being  mentioned  as  holding  any 
command  after  his  return  to  England  before  the  ciofe  of 
the  laiUmentioned  year. 

He  retired  about  tfie  year  1763  totall/  from  the  fervice, 
and  was  confequently  not  even  put  on  the  fuperannuated 
lift  as  a  rear-admiral,  having  declined  making  any  appH* 
cation  for  that  purpofe.  Wc  believe  him  to  have  died  in 
the  year  1786. 

O'HARA,  Patrick. — We  are  almoft  in  the  fame  pre- 
dicament with  regard  to  this  gentleman  as  we  were  re* 
fpeding  the  former.     He  was  promoted  on  the  i6th  of 

•  November,  1744,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  cap- 

*  In  the  courfe  of  the  month  he  it  particularly  nemioiied  it  hav* 
tng  captured  eighteen  fmall  vcflels,  laden  with  prpvifioiu  and  odier 
neceffaries  for  the  ufe  of  the  cnemy'a  Italian  army. 

f  Sec  page  20B.  -         = 
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tftin  of  the  GoTport.  This,  notwithftanding  we  entemfnt 
not  the  fmalleft  doubt  6f  his  having  held  many  interveniog 
commands  *,  is  the  only  information  we  have  been  abk 
to  colled  concerning  htm^  till  the  month  of  OAoher 
1 759^  when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  JLoo^  a  ferty-gun 
&ip.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1762  he  was  put  mi 
the  fupcrannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 
rear'4ufaniral.  He  died  at  his  houfe  in  Park-ftreet^  on 
September' i8»  I774>  having  been  many  years  extreoiely 
innrm. 

OSBORNEy  James,-*was>  in  the  yery  beginning  of 
the  year  I744>  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  10 
be  commander  of  the  Merlin  floop.  On  the  28th  of 
September  following  he  was  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the 
Shoreham  frigate.  He  continued  a  long  time  inr  this 
Teflely  which  was  principally^  if  not  wholly  employed  during 
that  period  as  a  cruirer,  a  lervice  in  which  he  met  with  no 
inconfiderable  fuccefs,  having  captured  feveral  fmall  pri* 
vateers  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which,  though  of  incon- 
fiderable  force,  were  neverthelefs  capable  of  eflfeAing  great 
mifchief  againft  the  Britifti  commerce.  He  is  not  zgaan 
mentioned  till  the  year  1749,  when  he  was  captain  01  the 
Biiflolp  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  court*martial 
which  was  held  on  board  the  Invincible,  for  the 
trial  of  lieutenant  Couchman  and  others,  the  mutineers 
on  hoard  the  Chefterficrld.  Captain  Ofbome  quitted  the 
Briftol  at  the  end  of  the  year  1751,  and  was  appointed 
not  long  afterwards,  as  it  is  faid,  t  toaguardfhip,  a  fecond 
rate.  He  died,  not  improbably  in  this  very  command, 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1754- 

PARRY,  William,— was  the  defcendant  of  a  very  an- 
cient and  noble  Welch  family.  In  1732  and  the  follow- 
ing  year  be  ferved  as  midihipnian  on  board  the  Torring- 
ton,  a  6fth  rate^  on  the  Mediterranean  (lation.  We  find 
him  to  have  been,  in  1 739,  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Ruby,  a 
50-gun  (hipythen  commanded  by  the  unhappy  capt.Goodere. 
The  unfortunate  conduft  of  his  commander,  contrailed, 
as  we  have  already  (hewn  in  our  account  of  him,  with  thofe 
good  qualities,  and,  iiuleed,  virtues,  which,  till  his  laft 

*  Particularly  one  in  the  Mediierranean,  but  we  do  not  know  the 
il)ip*s  name. 

t  Some  accounts  (ay  the  Duke,  but  thcfc  arc  erroneous,  there  being 
ao  ihip  of  that  name  tkea  m  commillion. 

melan- 
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melancholy  and  wicked  a£l»  had  uniformly  marked  his 
behaviour  and  manners  on  all  occafions,  raifed  in  Mr. 
Parry  fo  poignant  a  grief  at  his  fate,  that  he  could  not, 
even  many  years  aftervirards,  bear  the  recoUedlion  of  the 
tragic  (lory  without  the  greateft  agitation,  and  ihedding 
tears.  It  mud,  indeed,  be  particularly  diftrefling 
to  him,  to  have  the  difagreeable  talk  of  feizing  a  'man,  as  a 
felon  and  murderer,  whom  he  had  on  every  former  occa- 
fion  perfeA  reafon  to  refpcA,  to  love,  and  to  revere.  Of 
his  intermediate  appointments  we  are  ignorant,  otherwife 
than  that  we  find  him  to  have  been  commander  of  a  bomb- 
ketch«and  on  the  2d  of  0£lober,  1744,10  have  been  appointed 
captain  of  the  Sandwich,  a  fecond  rate*  In  the  month  of 
June  1745,  he  was  removed  into  the  Prince  George,  a 
fliip  of  the  fame  force  and  rate.  In  1747  he  was  captain 
of  the  IntrepicI,  one  of  the  home  fquadron,  but  not  among 
the  ihips  engaged  in  the  defeat  of  Jonquiere  under  lord 
Anfon,  or  L'Etendiere  under  fir  Edward  Hawke.  We 
find  no  other  particulars  of  his  fcrvice  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  for  the  next  mention  that  occurs  con- 
cerning him  is,  that  in  the  month  of  December  I749>  he 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court*  martial  held  at 
Deptford,  fsr  the  trial  of  rear-admiral  KmowIcs. 

How  long  he  continued  in  command  after  this  time  we 
know  not,  nor  what  commiflions,  if  any,  which  he  after* 
wards  held,  till  early  in  the  year  17S5>  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Kingfton,  of  fixty  |;uns,  one  of  the  (hips 
ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Chatham  in  confequence  of  an 
apprehended  rupture  with  France.  In  the  enfuingyear 
the  Kingfton  was  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean under  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  continued 
in  the  fame  (hip,  with  fonic  ihort  intervals,  feveral  years; 
and,  in  1757*  was  employed  on  the  unfuccefsful  expedi- 
tion undertaken  againft  Louifburg,  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Holburne;  as  lie  again  was,  in  1758,  in  that  more 
fortunate  one  conduded  by  Mr.  Bofcawen.  During  a 
part  of  the  vear  1759  he  did  not  command  the  Kingfton« 
moft  probably  on  account  of  fome  temporary  illnefs;  and 
that  (hip  being  then  employed  in  the  Channel  under  fir 
Edward  Hawke,  he  was  not  prefent  at  the  defeat  of  the 
marquis  de  Conflans's  armament.  He  refumed  Us 
command  early  in  1760,  and  was  onteied  to  C^ebeCy 
from  whence  he  returned  in  the  month  of  November, 
9  haviiy 


352  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  OP 

having  on  board  a  number  of  French  prifoners  captured  at 
the  relief  of  that  fortrefs. .  Soon  after  his  return  to  Eng- 
land  he  quitted  the  Kingfton,  and  continued  for  fome  time 
unemployed.  Before  the  conclufion  of  the  war  he  was 
appointed,  although  a  very  old  captain,  to  go  out  a  paflen- 
ger  to  the  Montague,  a  fourth  rate  of  (ixty  guns,  then  in  the 
Mediterranean.  The  commander-in-chief  there  thinking 
it  improper  that  the  oldeft  captain  of  that  fquadron  (houla 
ferve  in  a  fixty-gun  (hip,  moved  captain  Edward  Hughes 
from  the  Somerlet,  a  third  rate  of  fixty-four  guns,  into 
the  Blenheim,  the  flag  (hip^  a  fecond  rate  of  ninety  guns, 
and  appointed  captain  Parry  to  the  Somerfet,  with  orders 
to  hoift  a  broad  pendant  and  command  a  diviflon.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  when  a  promotion  of  flag-ofiicers  was 
made,  captain  Parry,  though  at  that  time  in  adual  fervice^ 
was  left  out.  This  was  faid  to  be  done  in  confequence  of 
a  lift  left  by  lord  Anfon  of  the  promotion  he  intended,  had 
he  lived.  As  captain  Parry  could  then  no  longer  ferve,  hT$ 
juniors  being  promoted,  he  returned  to  England,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  obtained  his  rank*. 

On  the  21ft  of  Oftobcr,  1762,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  In  1766,  haying  hoifted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Prefton,  of  fifty  guns,  he  was  fent  out 
commander-in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  and  Windward  Ifland 
flation,  where  he  remained  three  years,  the  time  ufually 
allotted  for  the  duration  of  fuch  appointments  in  time  of 
peace,  and,  as  mi^ht  naturally  be  expeAed,  without 
meeting  with  any  occurrence  inlerefting  enough  to  de^ 
mand  our  particular  notice.  Hp  was,  whife  abfent, 
advanced,  on  the  i8th  of  Odlober,  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  red,  and  in  fix  days  afterwards,  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue.  Not  long  after  his  return  he  was  fent  out  in 
the  fame  capacity  to  the  Leeward  Iflands,  where  nothing 
remarkable  happened,  except  a  trivial  difpute  with  the 
i!')vernor  of  Porto  Rico  relative  to  a  claim  made  by  the 
Englifh  on  Crabb  Ifland,  which  was  amicably  and  honour- 
ably adjullcd.  On  the  31(1  of  March,  1775,  he  was  ad- 
vanced  10  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white;  as  he  was,  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1776,  lo  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red;  and, 
lid]ly,  'i\  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  to  be  admiral  of  the 

*  Wc  nieniion  this  circumflance  as  a  proof  of  that  injurious  partU 
alitv  fo  frcqucntiy  difplaycd  by  his  lordfiiip,  but  which  was  never 
iQurc  Urongly  maniiciicd  than  in  the  cafe  of  captain  Parry. 

blue. 
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blue*  He  never  held  any  comnland  after  his  fecond  re- 
tlim  from  the  Weft  Indies,  pafling  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  honourable  and*  happy  retirement,  having  very 
juftly  acquired  the  univerfal  reputation  of  a  good  com- 
roander,  as  "well  as  a  truly  honourable  and  worthy  man.  He 
<lied  at  his  houfe  at  Addington-brook,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1779. 

PHILLIPSON,  John,  —was  a  young  gentleman  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  Torrington,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty 
guns,  fo  early  as  the  years  1735  and  1736;  he  was  one  of 
the  lieutenants  of  the  Namur  under  admiral  Mathews  in 

1743,  and  by  that  gentleman  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Salamander  bomb-ketch,  in  which  veflel  he  returned 
to  England.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1744,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Dolphin,  as  fucceflor 
to  Mr.  Geary.  He  was  in  a  very  (hort  time  afterwards 
advanced  to  the  Deptford,  of  fixty  guns,  as  captain  t& 
Mr.  Bamet,  who  was  appointed  commodore  and  com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  Eaft  India  ftation.  He  died  there 
on  the  30th  of  March,  1745. 

ROBINSON,  Robert, — was,  in  the  year  1743,  lieute- 
nant of  the  Namur,  at  that  time  the  flag-fhip  of  admiral 
Mathews,  and  was,  after  the  encounter  with  the  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon,  promoted,  on  the  22d  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1744*  to  be  captain  of  the  Marlborough,  as  fuc- 
ceiTor  to  captain  Cornwall,  who  was  unhappily  flain  in 
the  preceding  engagement.  He  very  foon  removed  into 
the  Diamond  frigate  on  the  fame  ftation ;  but  no  other 
mention  whatever,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcover, 
is  made  of  him,  either  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
the  enfuing  peace,  or  the  fuccceding  period  of  hoftilities ;  fo 
that  on  whatever  ferviceshe  might  be  employed  on, they  muft, 
unhappily  for  him,  have  been  extremely  unconfequential. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  1762,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperannu- 
ated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He 
lived  ever  afterwards  in  retirement  at  Eltham,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  where  his  fon  was,  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1766,  married  to  Mifs  Kerby  of  that  place.  The  ad- 
miral died  at  Eltham  on  the  loth  of  September,  1785. 

SOMERS,  Thomas, — was,  on  the  4th  of  September, 

1744,  appointed  captain  of  the  Siiperbc.  He  was  aot 
long  afterwards  removed  into  the  Deal  Caftlc ;  and  from 
thence,  in  the  month  of  June  17471  appointed  to  the 

Vol.  V.  Z  Expc- 


354  uvts.AND.ca^itAettits  or 

Expedition.  Having  been  guilty  of  fome  mUhonctudi 
and  particularly  in  ilUtreating  divers  of  the  officers  under 
his  command,  he  was  brought  to  a  court-martial,  and. 
fentenced  to  be  difmilTcd  the  fervice  fome  time  in  the 
year  1748.  The  time  of  his  death  is  unknown  to  us., 
SPRAGGE,  Edward,  —  a  defcendant  of  the  brave  and 

Jrallant  fir  Edward  Spragge,  who  ferved  as  an  admiral  and 
oft  his  life  in  the  third  Dutch  war,  temp.  Car*  11, 
vas  promoted,  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  to  be  coni- 
mander  of  the  Saltafli  floop  \  and  being  advanced  to  the 
rank  af  captain,  was  appointed  to  the  Princefs  Amelia  on 
the  nth  of  June,  1744.  He  did  not  lon^  retain  that 
command;  but  though  he  was  itnroediately  com- 
miflioned  to  fome  other  on  quitting  the  firft  ihip  be 
was  appointed  to,  we  have  not  been  able  to  inveftigatet 
its  name,  or  the  fervice  in  which  it  was  employed^ 
farther  than  th^t  we  know  it  to  have  been  one  of  there- 
on  the  home  or  Channel  ftation,  as  we  find  him,  la 
Khe  month  of  Js^nuary  17451  one  of  the  membqrs  of  the 
court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  tri?!  of  cap*. 
tains  Griffin,  Moftyn,  and  others;  and,  in  the  month  of 
September,  engaged  in  the  fame  difagreeable  duty  a| 
Chatham, on  the  charge  preferred  agai nil  captains Burrifli^ 
and  others,  for  mifbchaviour  in  the  adion  off  Toulon. 

He  continued  to  be  one  of  the  members  of  the  fame  courts 
in  the  month  of  May  1746,  when  it  was  removed  to 
Deptford  for  the  trials  of  the  admirals  Mathews  and 
Leftock.  No  other  mention  is  made  of  him  far  as  wc 
have  been  able  to  difcover,  except  that  he  died  on  the 
^th  of  January,  1757. 

SWANTON,  Robert.  — The  firft  information  we 
have  of  this  gentleman  is,  that  in  the  month  of  January 
1743-4,  he  commanded  the  Aftrea,  an  armed  (hip  in  the 
fervice  of  government,  and  employed  on  the  American 
ftation.  This  \-^'^A  \v;js,  at  rhe  time  above  ftated,  burnt 
at  Ptfcataway,  •  f  which  nKlancholy  accident  captain 
Swanton  gave  th;:  follow insj  ncoount. 

"  On  riicfd..;,  '■'.:  i*"'h  iuftant,  about  two  in  tho 
morning,  a  fiic  »)iokc  out  in  the  fore  hold,  and  infiantly 
the  bcrjms  under  the  forccaitic  were  in  a  blaze.  We 
laboured  hard,  arid  oine  thouj^ht  we  had  got  the  better  of  it ; 
but  the  waUT  a'on;  r.Jc  war;  no  fooner  in  the  buckets  but  it 
became  ice,  to  iha:  ii;i  y  fcari.c  delivered  a  quart.    By  thefc 

*\  suep.us 
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means  the  (ire  broke  out  again  with  great  violence,  and 
rendered  all  our  endeavours  to  extinguifh  it  vain,  for  in  a 
few  hours  flie  was  burnt  down  to  the  water  edge.  Moft 
of  the  officers  ftores  were  afliore,  the  powder  in  the  public 
magazines ;  and  as  all  the  guns  fell  into  the  wreck  i  ihall 
have  no  difficulty  in  recovering  them,** 

On  the  27th  of  Atiguft  following  he  was  promoted  to 
be  captain  of  the  Mary  Gallevt  but  in  what  manner 
employed  we  know  not.  In  the  month  of  September 
1745,  he  wras  one  of  the  members  of  the  court -martial^ 
<  held  at  Chatham,  for  the  trials  of  captain  Burrifli,  and 
others,  which  is  the  only  material  mention  we  find  made 
of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  or  the  peace 
which  fucceeded  it.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  17569 
not  long  after  the  renewal  of  hoflilities  with  France,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Prince,  of  ninety  guns,  and  without 
doubt  held  many  intermediate  conmiands,  of  which  we 
are  unfortunately  uninformed.  He  not  long  afterwards 
removed  into  the  Vanguard,  of  fixtv-eight  guns,  a  fhip 
employed  on  the  home  or  Channel  fiation*,  till  the  year 

1758* 

*  The  following  letter  it  fiid  to  htve  been  wriuen  by  a  perfon  on 
board  at  the  time  of  the  tnnfa£lioQ  alladed  to  took  place.  iVe  bav« 
been  the  more  induced  to  infert  it,  becaufe  hifioriant,  and  even  the 
gazettes  have  been  (ilcnt  on  a  bufinefs  which  certainly  reflet  too 
much  honour  on  captain  Swanton  to  be  forgotten. 

**  This  acquaints  you  that  we  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  yih  of 
November  to  join  fir  Edward  Hawke's  fquadron,  but  could  not  meet 
with  ir.     Hard  gales  of  witxl  with  fqualls  from  the  weft  ward  were 
our  conflant  companions  for  the  firft  month.  On  the  17th,  at  night,  we' 
loO  our  main-top-mafl  and  half  the  main-top.     Next  mornmg  the  . 
remaining  part  of  the  top  was  brought  down  to  be  repaired,  and  by  the 
19th,  in  the  evening,  we  had  it  over  the  roaft>hcad  again.    Sunday 
the  20(h,  in  the  morning,  we  faw  feveral  Oiiptfteenng  £  SE.  at  eight  . 
we  wore  and  bore  down  to  them.   As  it  was  fqually  and  hazy,  we  ran 
very  near  before  we  could  difcover  who  they  were ;  but  as  the  weather 
cleared  up  found  it  was  the  French  fleet,  confining  of  fcventeen-fliipf 
of  war,  returning  from  North  America,  commanded  by  a  vice  and  rear 
admiral,  with  a  commodore.     This  was  in  the  latitude  of  Brefi,  67 
leagues  from  the  Lizard.     Ir  being  too  great  a  force  for  us,  wjC  boifted 
a  French  jjck  and  hauled  clofe  upon  the  wind.     The  French  are  cer« 
tainly  the  mod  polite  people  to  ft  rangers  (at  firft  fight)  I  have  met 
with,  for  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  by  tne  rear  of  their  fleet  within 
mufket-fhor,  and  nor  one  of  them  offered  to  fire,  though  it  was  in  their 
power  \Q  Disk  M.     At  nine  ibcir  admiral  m^e  iht  fignal  for  agineral 
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1758,  when  he  was  ordered  to  Louifburg  with  Mr.  BoC» 
cawen .  He  continued  i  n  the  Vaneuard  during  the  whole  of 
the  war ;  but  no  farther  mention  is  made  of  the  manner  or 
fervice  in  which  he  was  occupied  till  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1760,  when  he  was  ordered  to  Quebec  with  a  fmalt 
force,  of  which  he  was  fenior  or  commanding  officer. 


chace,  five  of  them  foon  got  into  our  wake,  and  piming  about,  in 
ltd  tbao  an  hour  their  whole  fleet  was  in  fiill  cry  after  in.  i  Ke  loft  of 
our  main-top«maft  (three  days  hefoFc)  depriYcd  us  of  fcmal  f«I* 
^hich  woula  have  been  of  great  fervice  at  this  juo8ure ;  and  it  Uetr 
Co  hard  in  fqualls,  that  the  crofs Jack-yard  broke,  the  mtzen-fep  fail  fplity 
and  we  ^ere  in  danger  of  lonng  our  fore-fop-ma(t.  Their  rear-ad- 
miral with  his  divifion  led  large  to  intercept  us  if  we  bad  bore  awiy; 
and  the  commodore  kept  to  windward  in  order  to  weather  oa*  A 
garter  before  one  in  the  afternoon  their  headmoft  fiiip  came  up  widi 
us,  ran  under  our  lee  quarter,  and  gave  us  a  broadGde.  C^taio 
Swanton,  our  commander,  whofe  behaviour  (during  the  chace  and  in 
the  engagement)  was  one  continued  fcene  of  prudence  and  true  coo* 
rage,  would  not  permit  us  to  return  the  compliment  till  monfienrwat 
witldOB  muiket-flioty  wbea  all  the  guns  we  could  run  oat  were  broi^ht 
to  bear  upon  bim.  .  He  difcbarged  three  broadfidea  at  ut  befsre  we 
began  to  ire :  the  captain  then  ordered  our  colours  to  be  hoifled ;  Htm 
Omccff  and  crew  (who  were  all  determined  to  defend  the  (hip  to  the 
laft  extremity)  gave  three  cheers,  and  poured  a  broadfide  into  tbe 
centre  of  the  French  fliip.  Our  people  behaved  extremely  well,  took 
good  aim,  and  fought  for  more  than  two  hours. 

*^  Our  antagoniA,  after  having  dropped  aftern  feveral  times,  and 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  rake  us  fore  and  aft^at  laft  bore  away  md  fired 
feveral  guns  as  (ignals  of  diftrefs.  She  mounted  (evenly-roar  guns  | 
and  being  to  leeward  of  us  ran  them  all  out,  white  we  could  open  no 
more  than  two  of  our  lower  deck  ports,  for  it  btew  hard,  and  we  wer» 
obliged  to  engage  under  all  the  Ciils  we  could  fet ;  confequently  our 
adverfary  had  the  advantage  of  frring  thirtv-feven  guns  to  our  twenty- 
three.  As  mod  of  our  guus  were  dtrefled  to  her  hull,  (be  muft  have 
received  great  damage  between  wind  and  water. 

**  We  had  feveral  men  wounded,  and  one  killed  by  a  grape  fhot» 
which  came  through  one  of  the  lower  deck  ports.  Tbe  enemy  tried 
to  difmaft  us,  and  elevated  his  guns  fo  high  that  many  of  the  (hot  went 
over  us.     Our  fails  and  rigging  were  cut  to  pieces. 

•*  When  the  French  admiral  faw  our  advcrfaiy  had  been  fo  roughly 
treated  he  made  the  fignal  to  leave  off  chace.  fiy  this  time  the  com- 
modore, in  a  fhtp  of  eighty-four  guns,  was  on  our  weather  quarter, 
and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  vould  have  been  alongfide  of  us :  on  fee* 
ing  the  Ggnal  he  gave  us  two  broadfides,  but  none  of  his  fliot  reached 
us. 

"  They  all  bore  away  for  Brcft,  and  night  coming  on  we  loft  (ight 
•f  them.'' 

He 
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He  arrived  on  the  nth  of  May  off  the  ifle  of  Bee,  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  with  his  own  (hip  and  the  Dian^ 
frigate  only.  He  intended  to  have  waited  there  for  the 
reit  of  the  fquadron  which  had  feparated  from  htm  in  the 
paflage  froin  England ;  but  having,  on  the  I4th9  received 
advice  from  brigadier-general  Murray,  that  Quebec  was 
befieged  and  much  preflcd,  he  got  under  fail  with  all 
pofTible  difpatch,  and  anchored  above  Point  Levi  on  the 
15th,  in  the  evening.  He  there  found  the  Loweftoffe 
frigate,  one  of  his  fquadron,  which  had  arrived  a  few 
days  before  him.  Captain  Deane,  who  commanded  that 
fhip,  immediately  came  oflF  with  a  meflage  from  general 
Murray,  who  earneftlv  recommended  the  attack  of  the 
French  naval  force,  which  then  lay  above  the  town,  and 
confided  of  two  frigates,  as  many  armed  fhips,  together 
with  feveral  vefTcls  of  inferior  conlequence.  I'he  commo- 
dore in  confequence,  ordered  captain  Deanc,  together  with 
captain  Schomberg  in  the  Diana,  who  was  there  alfo^  to  flip 
their  cables  early  the  next  morning  and  attack  the  eoe^y* 
No  fooner  did  they  perceive  the  Britifh  fhips  approac^ng 
than  they  made  ofr  in  the  greateft  confufion.  On^  of 
thcm«  called  the  Pomona,  was  driven  on  fhore  above  Cape 
Diamond ;  the  Atalante,  which  was  the  name  of  the  other, 
ran  aihore  and  was  burnt  at  Point-au-Tremble,  about  ten 
leagues  above  the  town ;  the  greater  part  of  the  fmallerveiTels 
were  either  driven  on  fhore,  or  otherwife  eflfedually  de-. 
flroycd.  Xhe  cpn/eqi^cnce  produced  by  this  fuccefs  was 
of  the  mo(i  happy  kind ;  .the  ^emy,  flruck  as  it  were  by 
a  thunderbolt,  on  viewing  the  demolition  of  their  naval 
force,  went  off  the  fame  eyeningp  and  abandoned  the  fiege 
with  fo  much  precipitation  as  to  leave  behind  them  their 
whole  battering  train^  aj:nqunting  to  thirty-four  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  together  w;th  £i^  mortars,  all  their  camp 
equipage,  provifions,  and  IJores,  collected  with  labour 
almod  incredible,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  as  a  laft  effort 
for  the  recovery  of  their  conquered  capital. 

The  commodore  failed  from  Q^iebec  in  the  Vanguard, 
on  his  return  to  England,  towards  the  end  of  Odtobcr,. 
and  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  the  Trident,  after  a  very 
profperous  paflTage,  on  the  22d  of  November.  In  176J 
wc  hnd  no  other  material  mention  made  of  the  fervices  on 
.which  he  was  employed,  than  his  having  been  fent,  to* 
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wards  the  latter  end  of  March,  in  conjun&ion  with  cap* 
tain  Rowley,  of  the  Superbc,  to  convoy  to  a  certain  lati- 
tude the  outward-boimd  Eaft  India  (hips.  In  1762  he 
was  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies  under  fir  Geo.  Rodney, 
and  was  ordered,  with  a  fmall  land  force,  againft  the 
Grenades,  which,  together  with  all  their  dependencies^ 
furrendered  to  him  on  the  5th  of  March.  This  fuccefs 
havi'ng  finally  completed  the  capture  of  all  the  French 
poflefnons  in  that  part  of  the  world,  we  do  not  find  any 
mention  made  of  any  farther  cntcrprize  in  which  he  wa$ 
concerned  during  the  war.  On  the  21  ft  of  Odober,  1 762, 
he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  never 
held  any  command  as  a  flag  officer.  He  died  at  Bright- 
helmftone  on  the  ift  of  Auguft,  1765. 

TOLL,  Edmund, — in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1744, 
conmianded  the  Grampus  floop.  He  is  mentioned  a$ 
having  been*  in  company  with  Mr.  Bofcawen,  the  captaia 
of  the  Dreadnought,  at  the  time  he  captured  the  Medea 
frigate.  He  was,  on  the  14th  of  June  in  the  fame  year, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Phoenix  ;  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  colled  any  other  particulars  of  his  fubfequent 
commands,  or  information  m  any  degree  relative  to 
him,  except  that,  in  1762,  he  was  put  on  the  fuperan- 
nuated  lift,  with  the  rank  and  lialf-pay  of  a  rear-admiral. 
He  died  on  the  ift  of  Auguft,  1767, 

THOMSON,  Ormond, — commanded  a  floop  of  virar, 
on  the  Jamaica  ftaiion,  in  1741,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
in  that  year  to  capture  t  wo  valuable  Spanifli  merchant-ftiips. 
He  returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  July  1742,  bemg 
then  commander  of  the  Vefuvius  fireftiip,  from  which  he 
removed,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  into  the  Peregrine 
floop.  In  1744  he  commanded  the  Fly  floop ;  and  on  the 
29tn  of  January,  being  then  on  a  cruife  at  the  entrance 
of' the  Channel,  about  forty  leagues  from  the  Lizard,  he 
fell  in  with  a  Spanifli  privateer,  haying  an  equal  number 
of  guns,  but  greatly  fuperior  in  men  *.  Captain  Thorn fou 
began  to  engage  her  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and,  after  a  very  clofc  and  fpirited  encounter  of  two  hours 
continuance,  compelled  her  to  furrender.  The  prize, 
which  was  carried  into  Plymouth,  was  called  the  Noftra 

t  Twelve  ^uDS|  poe  huB^fcd  a^d  thirty-thiec  men. 

Senori^ 
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Scnora  del  Rofario,  new  from  the  (locks,  and  only  four 
days  out  of  Bilboa.  On  the  26tli  of  July  enfuing  he  wat 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye,  a  twenty-gun  fliip. 
Tl'his  vcifcl  was  unhappily  loft  at  tlie  latter  end  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  fame  year ;  the  circumftances  attending  which 
misfortune  were  rather  fmgular.  Captain  Thomfon  was 
chaced  by  a  large  £ngli(h  Ihip  under  French  colours  ;  in 
endeavouring  to  efcape  from  which  he  ran  afliore.  This 
affair  was  afterwards  inveftigated  by  a  court-martial,  and  the 
captain  was  very  fairly  acquitted.  We  have  no  account 
however  of  his  holding  any  fubfequcnt  command.  Ht 
died  in  England  on  the  17th  of  November,  1753. 

VANBURGH,  Giles  Richard.— This  gentleman  was, 
in  17439  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  (hips  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean llation,  and  was  there  promoted,  on  the  13th  of 
January,  1744,  to  be  captain  of  the  Feverfham,  of  forty 
gims,  an  appointment  given  him  merely  to  eftablifli  his 
rank  as  a  poll  captain.     He  was  appointed  to  fome  other 
fliip,  we  believe  the  Durfley  Galley,  a  few  days  afterwards. 
We  have  no  farther  account  we  can  implicitly  rely  on 
concerning  him,  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746, 
when  he  was  captain  of  the  Antelope,  of  fifty  guns,  on  the 
fame  flat  ion.      He   was    left    by    commodore  George 
Townfliend,  who  was  driven  off  the  coaftof  CorHca  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  and  compelled  to  bear  away  for 
Mahon  in  order  to  repair  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
ihips  of  his  fquadron,  to  watch  that  coaft  during  his  ab- 
fence ;  but  the  fame  kind  of  accident  befalling  captain 
Vanburgh  himfclf,  he  was  compelled  to  put  into  JLeghorn 
with  the  reft  of  the  ihips  under  his  orders:  and  the  Genocfe 
found  means,  during  his  abfence,  to  difpatch  three  large 
barks  to  Baftia,  from  whence  they  brought  off  all  the 
principal  leaders  of  the  malcontent  inhabitants,  the  pre- 
vention of  which  was  the  principal  objcA  of  the  British 
force  llationed. '    Captain  Vanburgh  did  not  long  furvive 
ihis  misfortune,  having  accidentally  loft  his  life  in  the 
following  manner.  He  had  vifitcd  on  board  fome  other  fhip 
of  the  fquadron  when  at  fea ;  he  continued  on  board  until  it 
was  dark,  and  put  off  in  his  boat  from  that  fliip,  to  go  to 
the    Antelope ;     but,    unfortunately,    neither     himfclf, 
fcpat's  crew,  or  boat,  were  ever  heard  of.     Xhi*  unhappy 
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accident  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1746^  but  the 
particular  month  is  not  fpecified. 

WILLIAMS^  Thomas.— >In  1740  he  was  promoted 
from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  be  commander  of  the 
Charldtte,  one  of  the  fmall  yachts  then  employed  on  (er« 
vices  not  confequential  enough  to  require,  as  a  captain, 
an  officer  of  higher  rank.  On  the  23d  of  April, 
17449  he  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Deal  CalHe; 
;md  after virards,  in  the  month  of  June  1745)  ad* 
vanced  to  the  command  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  then 
lying  at  the  Nore  as  a  guardlhip/  as  captain  to  conuno* 
dore  Tho.  Smith.  No  other  particulars  have  come  to  our 
knowledge  relative  to  this  gentleman,  except  that  he  died 
in  England  on  the  nth  of  May,  1754. 

WILSON,  John, — was,  on  the  i7th  of  Auguft,  I744> 
promoted,  from  the  Firedrake  bomb-lcetch,  to  be  captain 
of  the  Seaford ;  and  in  the  month  of  March  1 746,  was 
removed  into  a  (hip  of  twenty  guns,  called  the  Hare.  H9 
died  in  England  on  the  3d  of  September,  17491  but  "vnt 
Jiave  not  been  able  to  coile£|t  any  pther  information  con^ 
cerning  him. 


1745- 

ADAMS,  Roger, — was  appointed  captain  of  the  Port 
Mahon  frigate  on  the  12th  01  July,  1745 ;  but  no  other 
mentioh  is  made  of  him  in  the  fervice.     He  died  on  the 

17th  of  Odober,  1749. 

ANDREWS,  Thomas, —  was,  on  the  15th  of  July, 
J745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Worcefter;  but  is 
not  otherwifc  noticed  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
In  January  1753,  ^^  ^'^^  appointed  captain  of  the  Cum- 
berland, which  was  commiffioned  as  one  of  the  guardlhips 
at  Chatham.  In  1755  he  removed  into  the  Pefiance,  a 
fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Ply- 
mouth, in  confequence  of  an  apprehended  rupture  with 
France.  In  this  fhip  he  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, jn  the  enfuing  year,  with  Mr.  Byng.  On  the 
morning  of  the  well-known  encounter  off  Mahon  with 
the  French  fquadron,  under  Gallifoniere,  captain  Andrew^ 

being 
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beingdetached  in  chace,capturcdaFrenchtartanyhavingoii 
board  four  officers  together  with  one  hundred  and  two  pri* 
vateSy  part  of  a  reinforcement  of  fix  hundred  fent,  as  muC* 
ketry-meny  from  the  army  under  the  due  de  Richlieu,  to  the 
fleet.  In  the  encounter  which  prefently  followed,  captain 
Andrews,  while  living,  behaved  with  the  greateft  gallantrv  ; 
nor  was  the  (hip  conduced  with  lefs  Ipirit  after  he  fell. 
Expofed  to  the  enemy's  hotteft  fire  the  Defiance  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  adion,  having  had  no  lefs  than  fifty-nine 
men  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  to  nearly  one-diini 
of  the  whole  lofs  fuftained  by  the  fleet  on  that  occafion. 
As  we  already  faid,  captain  Andrews  himfelf  fell  in  the 
adion,  univerfally  beloved,  honoured  and  lamented.  He 
was  killed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1756. 

BARKER,  John,— was  lieutenant  of  the  Solebay  fire- 
ihip  in  the  years  1737  and  1738 ;  as  he  afterwards  was  of  the 
Lancafter ,  a  thi  rd  rate  of  eighty  guns.  He  was,  on  Septem* 
ber  19, 1745*  appointed  captam  of  the  Gibraltar,  and  em- 
ployed very  early  in  the  enfuing  fpring  to  convoy,  ta 
Scotland,  the  Heffian  troops  ordered  thither  in  confequence 
of  the  rebellion  which  had  broken  out  in  that  kingdom. 
He  executed  this  fervice  with  the  greateft  attention  and. 
difpatch,  the  latter  becoming  doubly  neceflary  in  confe* 

Sience  of  a  vehement  froft  which  fet  in  at  that  time,  and 
reatened  to  retard  the  whole  embarkation.  The  fubfe- 
Guent  commands  he  obtained,  and  ferviees  on  which  he 
was  employed,  were  fo  little  cenfequential,  that  the  only 
farther  account  given  of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  is,  that  in  the  month  of  June  1747,  he  was  appointed 
captain  of  the  Thetis,  of  forty  guns.  We  are  unacquainted 
as  to  the  time  when,  and  in  what  manner  he  was  again 
employed  during  a  long  interval ;  the  next  mention  we 
again  find  made  of  him  being  in  the  year  1759,  when  he^ 
commanded  the  Jerfey,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet 
under  Mr.  Bofcawen  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation.  His 
gallantry  and  good  condud  were  much  noticed  in  the 
attack  made,  though  unfuccefsfully,  by  the  captains  Smith 
Callis,  Harland,  and  himfelf,  on  the  batteries  at  the  mouth 
of  Toulon  harbour,  and  the  attempt  on  two  veflels  which 
lay  under  their  proteSion*. 

*  Sec  vol.«v.  p.  333.  and  vol.  v.  p.  J38» 

Captain 
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Captain  Barker  was  almoft  immediatelr  after»  on  At 
promotion  of  captain  Smith  Callis  to  bea  na£-ofSoery  ap* 
pointed  to  fucceed  him  in  the  CuUoden*  He  failed  ra 
this  ib]p>  for  Guadaloupe,  on  the  7th  of  September^ 
1760,  and  continued  in  that  quarter  we  believe  durme 
the  whole  remainder  of  the  war>  or  nearly  fo,  during  whico 
period  no  farther  mention,  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
difcovcr>  is  made  of  him.  On  the  1 8th  of  Odober,  1 7709 
he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white;  ancl 

g;ainy  on  the  30th  of  March,  1 775,  to  be  rear  of  the  red. 
is  laft  promotion  he  did  not  long  furvive^  dying  on  tbe 
a6th  of  jfanuary,  1776. 

BATEMAN,  The  Hcmoarable  William,  —  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  William,  (irft  lord  vifcount  Bateman,  and 
the  lady  Ann  Spencer,  only  daughter  of  Charles,  earl  of 
Sunderland,  by  his  fecond  wife  the  lady  Ann  Churchill^ 
iecond  daughter  and  coheir  to  John,  duke  of  Marlborough* 
This  gentleman  was,  on  the  27th  of  December,  I74.5» 
appoi  nted  captain  of  the  Ly  s.  He  was  captain  of  the  Rom* 
vey,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns,  a  veflfel  reduced,  in  the  year 
1746,  from  a  fourth  rate  of  iifty  guns;  and  he  afterwarda 
fucceeded  captain  Thomas  Hanway  in  the  Windfor,  a  fourtll 
rate  of  fixty  guns.  On  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  in  1 748^ 
he  refigned  his  rank  as  captain  in  the  navy.  He  waschofen 
reprefcntative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Gatton,in 
Surry,  on  the  loth  of  April,  1752;  but,  we  believe,  (at 
only  during  that  feflion.  On  the  17th  of  April,  1755,  he 
married  Mifs  Hedges,  of  Finchley  in  Middlefex,  and  in 
the  cnfuing  year  was  appointed  extra-commiflioncrbf  the 
tiavy.  This  pod  he  held  till  1 761 ,  when  he  was  advanced 
to  be  comptroller  of  the  (lore- keeper's  accounts,  an  office 
he  continued  to  retain  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
happened  on  the  19th  of  June,  1783, 

BERMINGH  AM,  Honourable  John,— was  the  fecond 
fon  of  Francis,  lord  of  Athunry,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, being  the  twenty-firft  who  held  the  rank-  of  baron, 
in  defcent  from  Pierce  de  Bermingham,  fummoned  to 

Jarliament,  by  the  title  already  dated,  in  the  reign  of 
lenry  the  Second.  His  mother  was  the  lady  Mary 
Nugent,  eldeit  daughter  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Weftmeath. 
Being  bred  to  the  fea-fcrvicc,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant 
of  ilic  Romney ;  from  which  he  was  afterwards  removed  to 

the 
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^e  bmt  ftation.on  board  the.Pho&nix.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1745  he  commanded  the  Falcon  (loop  of  war» 
in  which  he  captured.  In  the  month  of  February,  clofe  ia 
with  Dunkirk,  a  French  privateer^  of  eight  guns,  called 
the  Union ;  as  He  did  a  fecond,  of  the  fame  force,  in  the 
month  of  March.  On  the  14th  of  May  following  he 
was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Glafgow  frigate.  He 
died,  according  to  Mr.  Hardy's  account,  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1746;  but,  in  Archdale's  Irifii  Peerage,  he  isfaid 
to  have  been  killed  fomewhat  earlier,  in  ^an  engagement 
with  a  French  privateer.  This  aflertion  is  in  fome  de- 
gree explained  by  the  following  extraA  of  a  letter  front 
Newcaltle,  dated  May  the  i8th,  1745. 

^'  His  majefty's  mip  the  Faulcon,  the  Honourable 
John  Bermingham  commander,  of  fourteen  fix- pounders, 
and  about  leventy  men,  fell  in  lad  Tuefday,  off 
Flamborough  Head,  with  a  French  privateer  of  eigh* 
teen  nine-pounders,  fix  fix-pounders,  and  about  tw» 
hundred  men.  The  Faulcon  fought  her  fcveral  glafles, 
but  night  coming  on  they  both  lay  to,  and  in  the  moriw, 
ing  renewed  the  engagement ;  when  the  privateer,  having 
loft  a  great  many  men,  thought  proper  to  Iheer  oiF.  The 
Fox  man  of  war,  of  twenty  guns,  foon  after  falling  ia 
with  the  Faulcon,  immediately  gave  chace  to  the  priva- 
teer, who  had  not  got  out  ot  %ht,  fo  that  wc  cxpeSt 
ihortly  to  have  a  ffbod  account  of  her.  Tfic  captain  of 
the  Faulcon  had  nis  leg  (hot  off  above  tb.e  knee  in  the 
engagement ;  but  none  of  the  crew  were  killed,  and  only 
twojmrt." 

The  fa£t  probably  is,  that  he  was  promoted  to  the 
Glafgow  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  port,  as  a  reward 
for  his  gallantry  on  the  preceding  occahon ;  but  did  not 
long  furvivc  the  wounds  he  fuftained  on  the  event  which 
caufed  his  wclUdeferved  advancement. 

BLADWELL,  William, — was,  in  1743,  commander 
of  the  Swift  floop  of  war;  but  no  farther  mention  ii 
made  of  him  till  his  promotion,  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, i745>  to  be  captain  of- the  Mercury  frigate.  He 
continued  in  the  fame  fhip  during  the  following  year, 
and  was  employed  in  the  autumn  to  convoy  the  outf^ 
ward,  bound  Hamburg  trade,  which  is  the  only  account 
on  which  we  find  any  notice  taken  of  him  during  the 
\Tar.     Imipediately  after  its  congluiio^Jle  was  appointed 

cap- 
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captain  of  the  Rofe,  a  twenty-sun  (hip,  one  of  the  finall 
ibuadron  ordered  to  the  Weft  indies,  under  comoEiodore 
HoHHirne,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  thither,  and 
caufmg  to  be  carried  into  execution  the  orders  of  the  king 
of  France,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Lucia, 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago.  The  leading 
events  of  this  expedition  having  been  alr^y  given  *  we 
need  only  to  refer  the  reader  back,  for  the  only  mention 
we  find  made  of  captain  Bladwell  while  occupied  in  that 
fine  of  fcrvice.  We  find  no  mention  made  of  his  having 
held  any  naval  command  after  his  return,  fo  that  if  any, 
l!hey  muft,  unfortunately  for  him,  have  been  of  an  un- 
confequential  nature.  In  1770  he  retired  on  the  rank  and 
half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  being  put  on  the  fuperannu* 
ated  liu.  This  honourable  proof  of  the  eftimation  in 
which  the  earlier  part  of  his  fervices  had  been  held,  hp 
continued  to  enjoy  till  his  death,  which  happened  about 
the  year  1789. 

BONFOY,  Hugh, — ^was^  midfliipman  on  board  the 
-#nnerfet  in  1739,  and  made  a  lieutenant  by  Mr.  Haddock. 
He  was  afterwards  promoted  in  England  to  the  command 
of  the  Ferret  floop,  previous  to  his  bemg,  on  April  12,17459 
appointed  captain  of  the  Greyhound  frigate.  The  next 
fubfequent  accoimt  we  have  of  him  is,  that  in  the  v^ry 
beginning  of  the  year  1748,  he  commanded  the  Augufta, 
of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  out  on  a  cruife 
under  rear-admiral  fir  Edward  Hawke.  In  the  month  of 
July  1749,  he  was  captain  of  the  Berwick,  a  guardfhip 
of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  thofe  put  into  commiilion 
immediately  after  the  peace  in  1748 ;  and  was  one  of  the 
members  compofing  the  court-martial  held,  on  board  th» 
Invincible,  for  the  trial  of  the  piratical  mutineers  who  had 
attempted  to  carry  off  the  Chelterfield,  of  forty  guns,  from 
the  coaft  of  Guinea.  -  After  his  quitting  this  (hip  he  went 
a  voyage  to  Newfoundland  captain  of  the  Pcnfance,  a  fifth 
rate  of  forty-four  guns,  and  on  his  return  was  appoint- 
ed to  he  captain  of  the  Dorfet,  the  yacht  Rationed 
to  attend  on  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  He  died  in 
Ireland,  holding  this  commiffion,  on  the  I2th  of  March, 
I762t. 

♦  Sec  vol.  V.  p.  35. 

*f  He  left  a  daughter,  who  married  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1775.  the  e^rl  of  £Iy,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland* 

BUCJ^LE, 
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BUCKLE)  Matthewy  —was,  in  the  month  of  March 
1744,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Namur,  under  admiral 
Mathews/then  commander-in-chief  on  the  Mediterranean 
ilation.  By  him  he  was,  not  long  afterwards,  aavanced 
to  the  command  of  the  Spence  floop  of  war :  he  was  from 
thence  promoted,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1745,  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Ruflel,  of  eighty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  em- 
ployed in  the  fame  quarter.  He  continued  in  this  ihip 
a  confiderable  lengtn  of  time;  and  in  the  montn 
of  September,  I747»  rendered  himfelf  remarkable  by 
the  capture  of  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spaniih  (hip  of  war,  carry- 
ing feventy-four  guns  and  upwards  of  feven  hundred  men^ 
which  haa  been  unfuccefsfully  engaged,  at  diiierent  pre- 
ceding periods,  by  the  captains  Callis,  Crookfhanks, 
Erflcine  *,  and,  laU,  by  captain  Hamilton,  who  periflied 
in  the  (hoit  encounter,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter.  Tho 
difpute  lafted  a  confiderable  time,  the  Spaniard  not  having 
furrendered  till  after  a  conteft  of  nearly  fix  hours,  in 
which  he  had  twenty-five  men  killed,  and  a  much  greater 
number  wounded,  an  obftinacy  of  refiftance  which  teqrip 
much  to  lighten  any  fupp()fed  n^led  or  impropriety^R 
behaviour  in  thofe  gentlemen,  wno  had  with  leis  fuccefs 
previoufly  encountered  fo  formidable  an  opponent.  The 
number  of  the  Spaniards  ftill  furvivine  after  their 
furrender  was  fo  great,  that  captain  Buckle  was  obliged 
to  put  a  confiderable  part  of  the  prifoners  on  board 
the  King  George,  and  rrince  Frederic,  two  flgut  priva- 
teers which  were  in  fight  durine  the  a£tion,  and  had  them- 
fdlves  jtift  before  engaged  the  Cloriofo  for  a  fhort  time : 
even  this  afliitance  was  not  fufficient,  for  he  was  compel- 
led, fo  inferior  were  the  numbers  of  his  own  crew^  to  take 
fixty  men  from  each  of  thofe  vefTels  to  aflifl  in  guarding  the 
remainder  of  the  prifoners,  and  in  navigating  his  own  ihip 
together  with  the  prize  to  Lifbon,  where  he  arrived  in 
fafety  with  her,  though  much  (battered. 

We  have  no  other  mtelligence  relative  to  tliis  gentle- 
man during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  In  the  month 
of  December  1749,  we  find  him  to  have  been  in  coro- 
rnifTion,  though  we  are  unacquainted  with  the  name  of 
the  fliip  he  commanded.     He  was  at  the  time  jufl  men- 

. ■  ^ 

*  See  pages  ^38.  1^0.  and  170, 
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tioned,  one  of  the  members  compofing  the  court-manlal 
fccld>  on  b^ard  the  Charlotte  yacht,  at  Drptford,  for  the 
ttial  of  rear-admiral  Knowles.  In  1 75 1  he  was  appointed 
commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron  ordered  out  to  the  coin 
©f  Africa  :  it  confided  ot  no  more  than  the  Affiftancc,  his 
cwn  Ihip ;  the  St.  Albans,  captain  Byron ;  and  SphynK 
frigate,  captain  Whftelcr.  He  fonnd  at  Anamaboe  three 
French  fliips  of  war,  carrying  from  twenty  four  to  fixty-. 
four  guns,  tampering  with  the  natives,  by  prefents  ancf 
large  promifes,  for  leave  to  eredl  a  fort  there,  in  defiance, 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  a  fliort  time  before.  Mr» 
Buckle  remonftratcd  very  warmly  againft  the  impropriety^ 
of  their  proceedings,  informing  them,  that  if  they  conti-^ 
nued  to  perfevere  he  (hould  confider  it  a  breach,  and' 
repel  them  by  force.  The  French,  intimidated  at  a  con- 
du£l  fo  firm,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  fpirited,  thought' 
'proper  to  withdraw,  not,  however,  as  fome  hiflorians 
affert,  till  they  had  promifed  the  natives  to  rcviCt  them  at 
a  fubfeqnent  period  in  greater  force. 

In  the  month  of  April  iTS^t  we  find  captain  Buckle  on 
the  Mediterranean  ibtion,  as  captain  of  the  Unicorn,  be. 
having  at  that  time  traofmitted  to  the  admiralty-boardj  aii_ 
account  of  fome  preparations  for  war  makmg  by  the 
French  at  Toulon,  who  were  then  adually  occupied  in 
equipping  their  (hips  in  that  harbour;  and  had,  by  beat  of 
drum,  publilhcd  an  order  at  Genoa,  as  well  as  other  neigh-', 
bouring  neutral  ports,  for  all  their  failors  to  repair  thither, 
under  the  ufual  penalties.     We  have  no  farther  parti* 
cular  intelligence  concerning   him  till  the  year   1757, 
when  he  commanded  the  Royal  George,  of  one  hunclred' 
gtms,  one  of  the  (hips  employed  on  the  unfncccfsful  expe*' 
dition  againft  Rochfort.     He  was  one  of  ihe  captains' 
ordered,  under  admiral  Broderick,  to   reconnoitre  and 
make  the  ncceffary  foundings  along  the  coaft,  which  is 
the  only  notice  taken  of  him  on  this  occafion.     Soon  after 
his  return,  he  removed  into  the  Namiir,  of  ninety  gims^ 
and  fcrvedon  board  that  (hip,  in  1758,  as  captain  to  Mr.' 
fiofcawcn,  at  the  fiege  of  Louifbnrg.     He  continued  in 
the  Namur  till  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Bofcauen  in  1761,, 
ferving  under  him,  as  his  captain,  during  fuch  j>criods  as 
his  flag   was   flying  on    board    that    Jhip.      In    1759 
he    WHS   prefcnt,    under    fir    Edward    Hawkc,    at    the 
.fDemorable  defeat  of  the  marquis  de  Cunflans.     Ex- 
cept 


KAVAL  OFPICBRS  OF  CRtAT  BRITAIN.  367 

ccpt  on  fuch  occaiions  which  do  not  frc(|iiently  occ  ur^ 
he  could  noty  holding  fuch^  though  at  the  fame  linir  fv 
high  and  honourable  a  command,  expert  any  offportiinity 
of  diftinguiflung  himfclf*  During  a  confidcrulilc  pari  «if 
the  enfuing  peace  he  d(jes  not  appear  to  have  ha<l  any 
connexion  with  the  public  fervice ;  but  a  rupture  wirft 
Spain  appearing  towards  the  end  of  t^ie  year  1770  rm/re 
than  probable,  and  a  consequent  promotion  of  fia;j;-ofhrr;rs 
becoming  neceiTary,  he  was,  on  the  i8th  of  O^ober,  pro* 
mcred  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  asa1fo,on  ihe  a^tli 
cf  the  fame  month,  to  the  fame  rank  in  the  ri:ti  fquarJr'in. 
He  immtciately  afterwards  hoifted  hi%fia^at  i'^irtfrfjonffip 
btln'^  ii^L'i'jntd  to  command  there  under  admiral  (iraryp 
V  :.^2i  h,-  aicording'y  affifted  in  fup<;rint#;ndin;{  the  'srrtiu^ 
mtnx  vhich  was  then  equippin;?  for  f'ra  with  the  iitrnoft 
exp^di'.izn.  1  J.e  profpcA  of  h^iftihti'^f  fading  fo'iii 
ai'trvirc?,  Mr-  Eoclcle  ai^ain  returried  to  hit  former 
C'Ji^.^it  if  priW';  ;<:t.  TL':  next  parfi'.t-'itJ  m>.nti<ii)  we 
f.r.d  -r^jrt  '.:  t.  \  ^tr/''rr.ajfi  i%  hit  yvyaf/^i'jii^  *n\  tiie  31!! 
'C  ?»!::.'  .  ITT^•  Vj  ••!;  -.-v^sw'lfr.iri.l  ^A  O.tK  o:u^.     Oi;  the 

•  -.'^iitrr  ;:i.    v    "'it   vi:.v..     0:i  V¥^,   %'/(*\  of   jkintrtff;, 
T'ii.   rit  '  i.i  r-aC':  ^  i'.*:^  i.C'-'  ffc  oi  •:i«.  tt-c  .   anc.  •.?    :•?• 
:  :r'  -^f  .'tf---.  v.  i"^-,  i.tv..rfc..  v;  'ii*:  Viufr.  wii:C!  w;  ■  »r* 
*.-;".-i:  r*:.r  'it  •/»►•*     w.c  I'- ^r^^.li.  tv.     Hi.?faf  r-ir.-r' -.e 
i.-i;  •»:••. ••-•!    vii»:'.'.v.'  '.VT:i«cvft.<  s-.?  «.  iii'."a.  v».»r"t:j-ri*r    *• 
I  :-    .  •  ; ' •tTii'.'    'i*.  Ct»--c  VI  ■'.!»«- ytntui*.  c     .ii      '"  _ 

T'i.-    ..'V     '••'-'        ''  '*'■«  litj*.*  •»'  til'    V  utkU' :  i«» 
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the  remainder  of  the  year  as  a  cruifer  off  DunkiHt,  and 
that  contiguous  part  of  the  coaft  of  France,  for  die  pur* 
•pofe  of  preventing  the  paflage  of  anv  fupplies,  or  reinfoice- 
ments  from  thence»  for  the  pretender's  party  in  Sjcotland. 
He  was  extremely  adive  in  this  fenrice,  and  dk€ttd  no 
inconnderable  blow  to  the  rebel  caufe  1^  the  capture  of 
the  Soleily  a  laige  French  private  (hip  of  vrar,  on  the  22d  of 
November.  This  veflel  had  failed  from  Dunkirk  on  the 
preceding  day,  hoifnd  for  Montrofe»  having  on  board  the 
titular  earl  of  Derwentwater,  with  twenty  chofen  officers 
and  about  (ixtv  private  men.  Immediately  after  his  r»» 
turn  into  port  he  was  promoted  to  the  Ludlow  Caftle,  of 
forty-four  guns^  and  ordered  for  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
where  he  died  on  the  7th  of  Odober,  1 746. 

COSBY,  Henry  .-—This  eentleman  was,  in  the  month 
of  March,  fixth  lieutenant  of  the  Namur,  at  that  time  the 
'flag  (hip  of  admiral  Mathews.  After  this  time  ^e  have 
ix>  account  of  him  till  his  promotion,  on  the  26th  of 
Auguft,  1 745^  to  be  captain  of  the  Shoreham  frigate.    He 

Cickly  afterwards  removed  into  the  Amazon;  and 
ring  the  time  he  held  that  command,  was  unhappy 
enough,  if  the  term  be  on  fuch  an  occafion  allowable^  to 
incur  the  cenfure  of  a  captain  Webb,  then  under  hia 
command.  He  preferred  a  charge  againft  him ;  in  confe* 
quence  of  which  he  was  brought  to  a  court-martud,  the^ 
drefult  of  which,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  charge  fo  in- 
<onri(lentIy  made,  will  be  well  explained  by  the  following 
extrad  ot  a  letter  from  Gofport,  dated  April  the  ad^ 
1746. 

**  This  day  ended,  at  Gofport,  the  court-martial,  held 
on  board  his  majefty's  (hip  the  St.  George,  commodore 
Griffin  prefident,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Co(by,  com- 
mander of  his  majefty's  (hip  Amazon,  on  a  charge  exhi- 
bited againft  him  by  captain  Webb,  commander  of  hia 
majefty*s  (loop  Jamaica,  for  lofing  two  opportunities  of 
looking  into  Breft  harbour,  and  for  cowardice  in  not  en- 
deavouring to  take  the  South-Sea  man,  lately  put 
into  Breft.  The  trial  lafted  two  days,  when  not  the  leaft 
part  of  the  charge  being  proved,  captain  Webb  received 
a  fevere  reprimand  and  was  mul£led  four  months  pay.'* 

No  other  material  mejntion  is  made  of  this  gentleman 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war.    The  only  occafion 

on 
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on  which  his  name  occurs  is,  that  in  1 747  he  was  captain 
of  thf  D  .inonci  fri^te.  Early  in  the  year  1 751  he  was 
appointLil  to  the  Centaur,  of  twenty  guns;  in  which 
fnip,  hcirg  not  long  afterwards  ordered  to  New  York,  he 
died  thsr.-  on  the  16th  of  OSober,  1753. 

DANIEL,  LioneU — ^vas,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1744, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Hampfliire ;  but  is  not  again 
noticed  rtll  the  year  17499  when  he  wascommidioned  to 
the  AiTurance.  He  was  foon  afterwards  ordered  to  Ja- 
inaica  in  that  (hip,  and  died  there  in  the  fame  command 
on  the  13th  if  November,  1752. 

D^^NIS,  Sir  Peter, — was  a  gentleman  of  French  ex- 
tra£)ion,  being  the  (on  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Jacob  Denis,  a 
Lutheran  minifter,  born  at  Roqhefoucault  in  France,  from 
which  kingdom  he  was  compelled  to  fly  on  account  of 
the  general  and  grievous  perfecution  exercifed  againft  all 

ferfons  of  his  perfuafion.  The  maiden  name  of  fir 
eter's  mother  was  Martha  Leach  ;  and  he  was  the  young* 
eft,  one  excepted,  of  twelve  children,  the  ifTue  of  the 
marriage  above  alluded  to.  Having  betaken  himfelf  at  a  very 
early  age  to  a  naval  life,  we  find  him,  in  the  year  1739,  ^^ 
boaiid  the  Centurion,  under  Mr.  afterwards  lord  Anfon,  who 
promoted  him  to  be  the  third  lieutenant  of  that  (hip  in  the 
month  of  November  1740,  on  the  advancement  of  lieute'- 
nant  Cheap  to  be  commander  of  the  Trial  floop.  His  lord- 
Ihip,  who,  during  the  many  perilous  adventures  and  dif- 
ficulties which  occurred  on  his  long  arduous  under- 
taking and  expedition,  muft  have  had  the  fullcft  opportu- 
nity of  obferving  the  condud  of  Mr.  Denis  on  almoft 
every  poffible  occafion  which  could  occur,  as  well  in  re- 
lation to  public  fervice  as  life  and  manners  of  a  private 
gentleman,  conceived  for  him  the  higheft  affeftion  and 
eftcem;  an  impreffion,  which  the  fubfequent  condii6l  and 
fpirited  generous  demeanour  of  his  pupil  never  caufed  in 
the  fmallcft  degree  to  diminifh. 

Mr.  Denis,  being  only  third  lieutenant  of  the  Centurion, 
held  a  ftation  too  fiibordinate  to  ena  le  him  to  diftinguifh 
himfelf  fo  publicly,  as  to  be  very  particularly  noticed  in  a 
relation  of  the  general  events  which  took  place  during  that 
period.  The  only  occafion  on  which  his  name  appears  is, 
as  having  been,  on  November  5,  1741,  difpatched,  by 
the  commodore,  as  commander  of  onq  of  the  cutters;  with 
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fixteen  men  well  armed,  in  jpurfiiit  of  a  Spaniih  vcflef^ 
lyhich  a  calm  would  othcrwile  have  prcferved  from  cap- 
ture. This  trivial  event  took  place  ofF  the  high  land  of 
Baranca,  in  the  South  Seas*  After  a  very  (hort  purfuit 
Kir.  Denis  boarded  and  carried  his  prize  without  refift- 
ance,  which  proved  to  be  a  veflel  bound  from  Guiaquil  to 
CaIlao>  with  a  cargo  of  confiderablc  value  in  that  countiy^ 
though  of  little  importance  to  the  captors*  The  intelli-^ 
gence,  however,  derived  from  the  foregoing  fuccefs  caufed 
the  attack  of  the  town  of  Paita  in  a  few  days  after  wards, 
the  mod  confequential  hoftile  event  which  happened 
during  the  voyage,  the  capture  of  the  Manilla  galleon 
excepted. 

On  February  9,  1745^  which  was  not  long  after  the 
return  of  the  Centurion  to  England,  Mr.  Denis  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  pod  captain,  and  appointed  to  the 
Greyhound  frigate.  He  very  foon  afterwards,  for  a  fhort 
time,  commanded  the  Windfor,  of  fixty  guns,  by  order.  In 
this  fhip  we  find  him  employed,,  towards-the  end  of  the 
year  1746,  as  a  cruiier,  an  occupation  in  which  he  was  by 
no  means  unfuccefsful.  On  0£t.  26,.  he  recaptured,  after 
a  chace  of  fome  hours  continuance,  an  Englifh  merchant- 
(hip,  called  the  Frere,  laden  with  fugar  from  Barbadoes^ 
tvhich  had  been  taken  by  a  French  privateer,,  of  eighteen 
guns  and  two  hundred  men,  called  the  Bafqnes,  belonging, 
to  Bayonne. 

The  very  next  day,*  at  nine  o'clock  A,  M.  he  faw  two. 
fail  to  the  northward,  to  which  he  immediately  gave 
chace ;  and  in  the  enfuing  morning  fell  in  with  the  Leo- 
pard privateer,  of  twenty-two  guns  (nine-pounders)  and 
twenty-four  fwivels,  fitted  out  firft  with  three  hundred 
and  fixty-feven  men,  belonging  to  Bayonne.  The  enemy 
had  an  Englifli  merchant- (hip,  her  prize,  in  company. 
He  foon  came  up  with  the  merchant  Ihip,  which  he  lounrf 
to  be  the  Cheiter,  from  St.  Kitts,  and  took  pofleflion  of 
her :  he  then  chafed  the  Leopard,  which  he  captured 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  carried 
with  him  into  Kinfale.  Early  in  1747  he  commanded 
the  Kinfale  ;  but  not  long  after  this  removed  into 
his  old  (hip  the  Centurion,  which  had  undergone  a  fufE- 
cient  repair,  but  was  reduced  down  to  a  fifty-gun  fhip. 
In  this  command  he  ferved  under  admiral  Anfon  at  the 

memor- 
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memorable  defeat  of  the  French  fquadron  under  De  la 
Jonquiere. 

He  diftinguifhed  himfelf  exceedingly  on  this  occafion, 
and  contributed  in  a  very  eminent  degree  to  the  fuccefs 
which  crowned  the  encounter,  having  been  the  firft  who 
got  up  with  the  enemy's  rear  and  brought  their  flernmuft 
(hip  to  adlion,  tliough  two  of  the  jnoft  formidable  of  her 
companions  bore  down  to  her  fupport,  and  the  Centurion 
was  for  fome  little  time  obliged  to  maintain,  fmgly,  this 
unequal  encounter  till  the  arrival  of  the  Namur,  EJefiance, 
and  windfor,  to  her  fuccour,  brought  on  a  general  aSion. 
Captain  Denis  was  chofen  by  the  admiral  to  be  the  bearer, 
of  his  difpatches,  a  compliment  we  cannot  think  unde- 
fcrveil,  though  contrary  to  what  was  then  the  ufual  cuftom 
of  the  fervicc. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  year  he  joined  the  fquadron 
under  rear-admiral  Hawke,  but  not  till  after  the  defeat  of 
L'Etendicre.  In  the  month  of  December,  he  was  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth  for 
the  trial  of  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent.  Captain  Denis 
failed  from  Plymouth,  with  fir  Edward  Hawke  and  his 
fquadron,  on  the  i6th  of  January  enfuing,  but  met  with 
no  farther  particular  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf 
during  the  fhort  remainder  of  the  then  exifting  war. 

Not  long  after  the  fettlemcnt  of  the  peace,  that  is.  tq 
fay,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1750,  he  married  Mift 
Pappet,  of  St.  James's,  a  lady  nearly  related  to  the  xtrf 
celebrated  Svvifs  Heidigger,  who  aflTumed  to  himfelf  the 
title  of  furintendant  de  plaifir  d'Anglcterre.  He  ac- 
quired by  this  marriage,  in  part  of  the  lady's  fortune,  an 
hoiife  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  Queen's-fquare,  leading 
into  Ormand-ftrcet,  which  he  afterwards  fold  to  the  laic 
Dr.  Campbell,  and  purchafed  in  1753,  of  William 
Turner,  eiq.  a  feat  in  Kent,  called  Valence,  pleafantly 
fitiiated  near  Wefterham.  In  1766  he  difpofed  of  that  to 
William  Gwinn,  efq.  who  again  fold  it  to  the  earf  of 
Hillfborough,  from  whom  alfo  it  has  fince  been  alienated 
by  fale. 

In  the  parliament  which  met  at  Weftminftcr  for  the 
difpatch  of  bufinefs,  on  the  31ft  of  May,  1754,  captain 
Denis  was,  through  the  intereft  of  his  firm  patron  aixd 
friend,  lord  Anfon,  chofen  one  of  the  reprtfentatives  for 
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the  borough  of  Heydon,  in  Yorkfhire.     In  the  montfi  of 

March)  I75S>  great  preparations  being  then  making  for  a 
rupture  altnoil  daily  apprehended  with  France,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Med  way,  of  Gxty  guns ;  but  docs  not 
appear  during  the  reiiiaiiider  of  the  year  to  have  been 
engaged  in  any  very  memorable  fcrvice.  He  retained  the 
fame  command  during  the  enfuing  year,  but  was  not 
OtherwiPc  employed  than  in  occafional  cruifes.  In  the 
months  of  December  and  January  fucceeding,  he  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  held  at  Portfmouth 
for  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  was  not 
loni;  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Namur,  of  ninety  guns, 
one  of  tho  fleet  employed  in  the  month  of  September, 
under  fir  ICdward  Hawke,  on  the:  unfuccefsful  expedition 
againd  Rochfort ;  and  was  one  of  tlie  ofliccrs  mentioneti 
as  ordered  under  Mr.  I3rodciick,  to  rcconnoitcrc  and  found 
the  adjacent  coaft. 

Kuily  in  1758  he  was  appointed  to  the  Dorfeifhirc,  a 
new  (hip  of  fcvcnty  guns,  and  was  ordered  out  on  a  cruife 
as  one  of  a  fmall  fquadron  put  under  the  orders  of  captain 
Pratten.  On  April  29,  he  gained  to  himfelf  the  grcatcft 
honour  in  the  attack  and  capture  of  the  Raifonable,  a 
French  ihip  of  fixty-lour  guns  ;  the  particulars  of  which 
very  fpirilcd  enconnler  are  inferted  beneath  ♦.  During 
tlu-  year  i''<J9,  Hill  retaining  the  fame  conunaiiJ,  he  fcrved 
under  lir  Kdwaid  Hawkc   in  the  Chanml  fleet,  and  was 


•  Ahf»ut  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  captain  Praltcn  feeing  m 
fail  to  the  S.W.  made  u  fi};nal  for  the  Dorfctfhirc,  of  fevcuty  guns, 
;iiul  hve  hundred  and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  captain  Denis,  ta 
give  chafe  ;  but  foon  after,  ohfcrving  the  chafe  to  be  a  Isn-ge  one,  he 
•Ifo  dilpaiched  the  Achilles,  of  iixty  guns,  commanded  by  (he  Hon. 
captain  Harrington,  aftei  hrr ;  and  then  followed  them  with  the  reflof 
the  fquadioii.  About  foven  o'clock  the  Dorfetlbirc  came  up  with 
the  ch,\rc,  which  proved  to  he  the  Rjifonable,  a  French  (liip  of  war, 
(*l  li\iv-fuui  );uiis  and  fix  hundred  and  thirty  men.  Captain  Denis 
br^an  lo  cnj;n^c  her  vrry  clofcly  ;  die  atlion  rontinned  till  about 
nine  o*cKvk,  when  the  cnrmy'^  ^ii'P»  commanded  by  the  prince 
dr  MomlM.v»M.  chev;Oicr  de  Rohan,  ftruck,  having  fuffered  greatly 
in  h»i  hull;  livtv-one  r.ieu  were  killed,  and  one  hundred  wounded. 
She  w.i<  jvMi-.v;  Irom  L 'Orient  to  Brcft,  a  new  fliip  not  above  four 
«M  \\\r  n»onth*  oil  the  flocks.  The  Dorfctihire's  mafts,  yard,  and 
UiK  won  |;K\uly  Ihaftercd:  ihe  had  fihccu  men  killed  and  twenty- 
one  N^ouuJcJ  in  the  atlion, 
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one  of  thofe  captains  who  particularly  diftinguifhed  thcm- 
fclves  in  the  memorable  difcomfiturc  of  the  marquis  de 
Conflans.  He  is  itated  in  a  private  account,  given  by  a 
perfon  of  intelligence  and  veracity  then  on  board  one  of 
the  lliips,  to  have  had  the  highell  encomiums  beftowed 
on  him  perfonally  by  the  commander-in-chief,  ^'ho,  in  the 
warmth  of  his  gratitude,  is  faid  to  have  told  him,  in  con- 
jun(5lion  with  captain  Speke  of  the  Refolution,  that  they 
had  behaved  like  angels. 

The  ftorm  which  immediately  fuccecdcd  the  cricountcr 
was  fo  violent  as  to  compel  the  porfctftiire,  and  fomc  other 
fliips,  to  put  to  fca:  they  were,  however,  fortunate 
enough  to  cfFc<5l  their  return  on  the  enfuing  day  without 
having  received  any  damage.  In  the  month  of  March 
1760,  he  removed  into  the  Thunderer;  but  having  quitted 
that  fhip  in  the  enfuing  year,  had  no  farther  opportunity 
of  particularly  diftingui(hinghimfelf  during  the  remainder 
of  the  war.  In  the  new  p;irliamcnt  which  met  on  the  3d 
of  November,  1761,  he  was,  under  the  fame  intcreft  as 
on  the  preceding  occafion,  re-ele*Sted  rcprefentative  for 
Hcydon.  In  the  month  of  Auguft  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Charlotte  yacht,  then  new  named,  on  board  which 
vcird  his  friend,  lord  Anfon,  hoided  his  flag,  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  conveying  to  England  her  iiighnefs,  the  princefs 
Charlotre  of  Mecklenburg,  now  queen  of  Great  Britain. 
He  received  her  majefty  at  Stade  on  the  28ih  of  Auguft, 
and  landed  her  at  Harwich,  after  a  very  tcmpeftugus  and 
dinigrccable  palTage,  on  the  7th  of  September. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1763  he  was  again  fcnt  to 
Germany  in  the  Charlotte  yacht,  on  an  errand  almoft 
iimilar,  that  of  bringing  to  England  the  prince  of  Brunf- 
wick,  betrothed  to  her  highnefs  the  princefs  Augufta.  On 
the  29th  of  December,  1765,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  his  lady  ;  and  the  next  particular  mention  we  find 
made  of  him  is,  his  advancement  to  the  rank  of  baronet 
on  the  19th  of  September,  1 767.  On  the  3d  of  No- 
vember following  he  bore  the  train  of  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
his  i;racc  then  walking  as  chief  mourner  at  the  funeral  of 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York.  Sir  Peter  continued 
to  retain  the  conimand  of  the  Charlotte  yacht  till  the  i8th 
of  October,  1770,  when,  on  a  promotion  of  flag-officer^ 
lie  was  advapcod  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  is  ho 
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moreover  was,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  to  be  rear* 
admiral  of  the  white.  Not  long  afterwards  he  was  farther 
advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  and,  for  a  fliort 
time,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1 771,  hcU  the 
command  in  the  Medway. 

In  the  month  of  June  he  was  appointed  commandef- 
in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean  as  fucceflbr  to  commodore 
Proby,  who  was  made  comptroller  of  the  navy  vidualling 
accounts :  and  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  being  then  at 
Portfmouth,  received  the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  on  board  the 
Venus,  his  royal  highnefs  being  then  about  to  proceed  to 
Lifbon  and  the  Mediterranean  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health. 

During  the  time  fir  Peter  held  the  Mediterranean  com- 
mand he  had  his  flag  on  board  the  Trident :  but  his  life  dur- 
ing this  period  being  totally  undiverfified  by  any  event  out 
of  the  common  rouifne  of  a  peaceable  command,  we  have 
not  any  thing  farther  to  add.  After  his  return  to  England  he 
never  re-hoifted  his  flag,  fo  that  we  have  no  particulars 
concerning  him  worth  communicating,  except  that,  on 
31ft  of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue ;  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be  vice  of 
the  white ;  and,  on  the  l8ih  of  April,  1777,  to  be  vice* 
admiral  of  the  red.  Sir  Peter  died  on  the  I2th  of  June, 
1778,  not  having  lived  to  attain  any  fiipcrior  rank  or  com- 
mand*.    Leaving  no  children,  his  title  became  extin£^. 

As  a  private  gentleman  he  was  pofleflred  of  the  trued 
benevolence,  having  been  ever  ready  to  affift  the  diftrefled 
during  his  life.  At  his  deceafe  he  bequeathed  the  fum  of 
C3,cool.  after  the  death  of  his  fifter,  to  the  corporation  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Clergy,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  neceffitous 
orphans  and  widows  dependant  on  that  charitable  inftitu- 
tion.  Confidered  merely  as  a  naval  commander,  few 
have  acquired  greater  honour,  and,  allowing  for  the  op- 
portunities  hp  met  with,  none.  Thus  entitled  to  our 
praife,  our  love,  and  our  veneration,  we  can  only  lament 
that  Providence  v^as  not  more  munificent  in  affording 

««  ♦  Mr.  Charles  Denis,  author  of  fomc  ingenious  poetical  Fables, 
was  hi^  brother.  1  he  arm*  of  the  family  arc,  Argent,  a  ChevroQ 
fpgrailcd,  between  three  Jflcurs-de-lis  Gules." — 

Gems.  Mag.  Ad.  1778. 
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liim  more  frequent  occaflons  of  difplaying  thofe  qualities 
ivhich  have  fo  juftly  excited  them. 

DURELL,  George, — was  advanced,  by  admiral  Ma- 
thews, from  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in  which  (lation  he 
had  remained  two  years,  to  be  commander  of  the  Dragon's 
Prize  ztbeck  :  he  moreover  was,  on  the  3d  of  February, ' 
1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Liverpool  frigate, 
which  is  the  next  occafion  on  which  his  name  occurs.  We 
have  fome  reafon  to  believe  he  afterwards  commanded  the 
Eltham ;  but  this  is  a  point,  though  in  itfelf  extremely 
trivial,  concerning  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at 
any  degree  of  certainty,  owing  to  the  circumftance  we  have 
already  had  occafion  to  obferve  on,  that  there  were  at  this 
time  three  gentlemen  holding  the  fame  rank  in  the  navy, 
and  of  the  fame  name*.  No  other  information  con- 
cerning him  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  except  that  he 
died  in  England  on  the  15th  of  May,  1754,  not  at  ihat 
time,  as  we  imagine,  holding  any  command. 

DYVE,  Henry, — was,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1745, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Winchelfea  frigate.  Few  men 
liave  pafled  through  the  fervice  lefs  noticed,  a  circumftanqe 
imputable,  in  many  inQances  as  well  as  the  prefent,  to 
misfortune,  and  not  the  want  of  perfonal  merit.  No 
fubfequent  account  relative  to  this  gentleman  has  come  to 
our  knowledge  till  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  war  which 
commenced  in  1756,  he  was  then  employed  as  a  regulating 
captain  on  the  imprefs  fervice.  In  1771  he  was  put  on 
the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 
rcar-admiraU  and  died  about  the  year  1779. 

FAWLER,  John, — early  in  the  year  1745  coipmanded 
the  Dcptford  ilorefhip;  from  which  he  was,on  December  2d, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Sterling  Caftle,  and  is  in 
the  fame  unnoticed  predicament  with  the  gentleman  laft- 
mentioned.  We  do  not  find  any  pofitive  information  of 
having  held  any  fubfequent  command  ;  during  a  confider- 
ablc  part  of  the  time,  indeed,  we  know  him  to  have  lived 
in  retirement  with  refped  to  the  fervice.  He  died  at 
Maidftone,  in  Kent,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1766. 

FERMOR,  The  Honourable  William,  —  was  the 
fecond  fon  of  Thomas,  firft  earl  of  Pomfret,  and  Henri* 

*  Cdptains  Jokfi;  Flulipi  9nd  ike  oflBccr  of  v1k»  w%wm  tfiftkm 
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ctta  Louifa,  daughter  and  folc  heir  to  John  lord  Jeffreys, 
baron  of  Wem,  by  lady  Charlotte  Herbert,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Philip,  carl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery. 
Having  paffed  progreflively  through  the  different  inferior 
ranks  of  midfhipman,  lieutenant,  and  commander,  he  was, 
on  the  i2th  of  January,  1745,  promoted  10  be  captain  of 
the  Nightingale  frigate:  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1746  he  was  appoif\ted  to  the  Experiment,  a  veflfcl  of 
the  fame  defcrip'ion,  ftationed  as  a  cruifer  off  the  Coaft 
of  Scotland.  He  afterwards  returned  to  the  Nightingale, 
and  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean.  He  died,  accord-, 
ing  to  Collins,  in  the  year  1740,  but,  by  Mr.  Haidy's 
account,  not  till  1758  ;  and,  to  ufe  the  prccife  words  of  the 
latter,  **  at  fea,  coming  from  Lifbon,  in  amerchant-(hip." 

FINCH ER,  Thomas, — was,  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1745,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  commander  to  be  cap-* 
tain  of  the  Pembroke,  a  fixty-gun  fliip.  He  continued  to 
■fcrve  in  the  fame  ftation  during  the  too  (hort  remainder  of 
his  life,  a  life  which,  as  will  be  prefcntly  feen,  ended  tragi- 
cally to  himfelf  and  a  confiderable  number  of  the  unhappy 
perfons  under  his  command.  The  firft  particular  notice 
we  find  taken  of- him  is  in  the  month  of  May  1747,  the 
Pembroke  being  at  that  time  one  of  the  fleet  under  the 
orders  of  vice-admiral  Anfon  which  totally  defeated  and 
raptured  the  French  fquadron  under  M.  de  la  Jonquierc. 
In  the  month  of  November  following  he  was  ordered  for 
the  Eaft  Indies  as  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  thither  under 
the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Bofcawen.  He  appears  to  have 
been  very  aflively  employed  in  the  different  unfuccefsful 
attacks  on  the  ifland  of  Mauritius  and  the  town  of  Pon- 
dicherry.  The  latter  failure  he  did  not  lone  furvive ; 
the  circumftanccs  produ<ftive  of  his  melancholy  end  arc 
officially  related  in  the  following  concifc  manner. 

**  His  Majefty's  (hip  Pembroke,  of  lixty  guns,  (Iruck 
on  Colderoon  point  and  ovcrfct.  Having  parted  her 
cable  the  13th  April,  1749,  at  fix  P.  M.  flie  made  fail  out 
of  fort  Sf.  David  road,  but  could  not  clear  the  point. 
Twelve  men  only  were  favcd  :  captain  Finchcr  and  about 
three  hundred  and  thirty  men  were  drowned,  and  all  the 
officers,  except  a  captain  of  marines  *." 

FORBES, 

■ 

*  The  following  very  particular  account  of  this  difafter,  as  relared 
by  Mr.  Cainbri(|gc,  the  mader,  who  was  one  of  the  fortunate  furvi. 

vors, 
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FORBES,  Hugh,— is  to  be  mentioned  only  as  having 
been,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1745,  appointed  captain  of  the 

Phoenix 

■    '  —  '   <    "■ 

vors,  wiH  certainly  be  deemed  not  uninterefling,  at  lead  by  all  oaval 
people. 

'*  About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  blew  frcH),  the  wind  at 
N.  £.  by  £.  and  a  great  Tea  began  to  come  in:  wc  ciien  having  a 
cable  out,  the  captain  ordered  half  a  cable  more  to  be  veered  away. 
At  one  in  (he  afternoon  it  blew  very  hard,  the  wind  at  N.  £.  Hit 
majcOy's  iliip  Namur  lying  about  a  cable's  length  within  us,  and 
abaft  our  beam,  1  went  to  the  captain,  as  did  likcwife  the  lieutenantSy 
and  defired  him  to  go  to  Tea.  He  rrplied,  '*  He  could  not  anfwer  to 
go  to  fca,  uniefs  the  Namur  did'*  (on  board  which  lear-admiral  Bof* 
cawen's  flag  was  flying)  but  ordered  all  our  ports  to  be  barred  in  and 
well  fccurcd. 

*'  At  three  o'clock  I  went  to  the  captain,  who  was  (ick  and  in  bit 
cabin,  and  again  defired  him  to  go  to  Tea.  He  fceroed  angry,  and  faid 
"  He  could  not,  giving  the  fame  reafbn  asabove,*'  nor  would  he  iuffer 
any  more  cable  to  be  veered  away,  at  the  (amc  time  the  fliip  rodo 
hard,  drained  much,  and  made  water. 

**  At  five,  the  Tea  incrcafing,  our  cable  parted,  and  we  cafl  our 
head  o(F  to  the  fea,  otherwife  we  fbould  have  fallen  on  board  the 
Namur.  We  immediately  fet  the  fore-fail  and  mizen,  cr^i  on  board 
the  main  tack,  and  fet  our  main-fail,  fore  and  mizen  flay-iails;  at 
the  fame  time  fomc  of  our  people  were  employed  in  heaving  in  the 
cable,  for  the  captain  would  not  have  it  cut.  This  took  up  feme 
time  :  it  blew  fo  very  hard  that  the  fliip  would  not  bear  any  more 
fail. 

**  At  Gx,  there  being  a  great  head  fea,  we  made  very  little  wav, 
and  were  obliged  to  fet  both  pumps  to  work.  At  half  pad  ux  our 
main  fail  fplit  in  pieces:  we  got  down  the  yard  in  order  to  bend  a 
new  fail ;  but  it  blowing  hard,  the  fliip  laid  down  fo  much  we 
could  not  get  the  fail  to  the  yard.  At  eight  the  carpenter  fmt  word 
to  the  captain,  that  the  fliip  gained  upon  them  much ;  four  feet  water 
being  in  her  hold.  Ar  half  pafl  eigbi  our  tiller  broke  fliort  oflFat  the 
rudder  head  ;  and  we  likcwife  found  one  of  the  rudder  chains  broke | 
the  fails  we  had  now  fet  were  our  fore- fail,  mizen  and  fore  liay-fails. 
The  fca  made  a  free  paifa^e  over  us;  and  the  (hip  being  water- 
logged we  hawlcd  up  our  fore-fail  to  eafe  her,  but  cxpedcd  to  go 
down  every  minute.  In  bawling  down  our  fore  flay-fail  it  fplir;  and 
as  I  looked  nfc  from  the  forecaiUe  I  faw  the  main  and  mizen-roaftt 
gone,  but  never  heard  them  go.  By  this  time  the  Ihtp  righted  much, 
und  in  about  fevcn  ininutrs  the  fore-mad  went  by  the  bo^rd,  but  the 
bowfprit  held  fafl;  our  pumpt  continually  working.  The  third  lieu* 
tenant,  being  on  the  quarter  deck,  fci>t  forward  to  me  to  clear  and  let 
go  the  fmall  bower  anchor,  which  was  immediately  done.  We  found 
the  ftiip  drive  to  (liore  very  full.  At  half  pad  ten  we  had  eight  feet  water 
in  the  (hips  hold ;  and  kept  all  the  pumps  working.  About  eleven 
o'clock  wc  fuund  the  fliip  Icitle,  the  acpth  of  Skater  twelve  or  fourteen. 

farhomtj 
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Phoenix  frigate,  and  as  having,  tn  the  i8th  of  Auguff, 
1750,  died  at  Mahon  Cdrnmandcr,  on  that  (lafion,  of 

fomc 

fathoms.    The  anchor  then  brought  the  (hip  up,  but  the  cable  parted 
in  a  few  roinutes ;  then  we  let  the  (beet  anchor  go,  which  was  all  wd 
had.     The   Tea   now  making  a    free  paQage  over  us  again,    broke 
and  tore  away  onr  boats  and  booms.     The  iheet  cable  tore  out  with 
fuch  violence  that  no  man  could  venture  near  it,  till  the  clench 
brought  up  the  fhip:  but  the  fea  came  with  fuch  force,  and  fo  very 
high,  that  in  the  hollow  of  the  fea  the  (hip  ftruck,  and  the  cable  im- 
mediately parted.     It  was  now  near  twelve  o'clock ;  the  (hip  flruck 
fore  and  aft,  but  abaft  very  hard.     The  third  lieutenant  was  near  me 
when  the  {hip  firfl  Oruck,   but  I  faw  no  more  of  him  afterwards.     I 
kept  the  forecaflle.  accompanied  by  the  boatfwain,  cookj  and  about 
eight  men  more.     I  got  myfelf  lafbed  to  the  bitts  before  the  (hip  took 
heel,  but  (bifted  myfelf  over  to  windward  when  (he  began  to  heel, 
and  lathed  myfelf  as  before,   the  fea  continually  beatin?  over  us. 
About  two  I  faw  the  captain's  cabin  wa(hed  away,  and  the  ihip  almoft 
on  her  broadfide.     When  day-li^ht  came  we  were  (ixteen  men  on  the 
forecaftle,  and  four  hanging  abaft  to  the  timber  heads  ;  but  three  of 
the  laft  got  on  a  piece  of  the  wreck  which  was  loofe,  and  drove  away ; 
the  other  was  drowned :  all  this  time  the  fea  came  over  us  in  a  dread- 
liil  manncf ,  fo  that  we  could  fcarce  take  breath.     About  eight  o'clock 
Bine  men  were  wafhcd  off  the  forecaftle.     We  could  now  fee  the 
trees  a(hore  between  the  Teas.     About  nine  o'clock  the  boatfwain  and 
cook  were  wafhed  away  from  each  (ide  of  me*;  then  I  removed  to  the 
cat- head,  as  did  another  man  alfo.     About  ten  o'clock  all  our  men 
were  wafhcd  away,  except  thofc  who  were  lafhed  to  the  cat-head.  We 
judged  we  were  near  two  milc5  off  the  fhore  :  we  continued  there  all 
the  day,  the  fea  beating  over  us  continually,  fo  that  we  had  little  time 
to  fetch  breath,  or  fpeak  to  one  another.     At  noon  we  found  the  fea 
to  come  every  way  upon  us,  and  could  perceive  the  wind  was  (hifted, 
which  was  the  caufe  thereof.     This  part  of  the  wreck  kept  fafl,  but 
night  comirig  on  we  had  a  difmal  profpefl  before  us,  having  no  hopes 
of  relief.     About  midnight  the  fea  abated,  fo  that  we  could  fj)eak  to 
one  another  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  minutes  together;  hut  I 
found  myfelf  fo  weak,  having  been  fick  ever  fmce  we  arrived  in  the 
country,   that  when  the  fea  wafhed  me  on  one  fide  in  my  lafhing,  I 
was  not  able  to  help  myfelf  up,  but  was  obliged  to  get  my  companion 
to  affifl  me.     At  day-light  I  found  myfelf  much  weaker  and  very 
thirOy.     The  fea  at  this  time  came  over  us  once  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.     We  found  the  wreck  much  nearer  the  fhore  than  yeflerday. 
About  noon  we  found  the  fea  much  abated,   fo  that  it  feldom  came 
over  us,  and  the  weather  began  to  be  fine;  but  I  found  myfelf  very 
faint.     About  two  or  three  o'clock  we  faw  two  paddy-boats  coming 
along  fhore  about  a  mile  without  us ;  we  fpread  abroad  a  handker- 
chief, which  I  h.iJ  about  my  neck,  thai  the  boats  might  fee  us.     One 
of  them  fccmed  to  edge  towards  us  for  fome  minutes,  but  hawled  off 
again:  we  then  faw  fcvcral  cataniiiraQS  near  the  fhore,  which  we 

judge* 


KAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         379 

fome  (hip,  the  name  of  which  is  not  mentioned.  A  fall 
from  his  horfe  is  given  as  the  immediate  caufe  of  his 
deceafe^ 

FORREST, 

■  ■■  ■      ■« ■■■».-..■....         I ..  ,^ 

Judged  to  be  fifhing.  We  fpread  abroad  the  handkerchief  again,  but 
pone  of  them  approached  us.  Soon  after,  we  faw  feveral  people  ga- 
ther together  afhore  :  the  fun  began  to  grow  low,  fo  that  we  judged 
it  to  be  about  five  o'clock.  At  laft  we  faw  two  of  the  catamarans 
above-mentioned  coming  towards  us,  with  three  black  men  on  each. 
They  took  us  off  the  wreck  and  carried  us  on  Ibore.  As  f<x>n  as  we 
were  landed  we  found  ourfelves  lurrounded  by  about  three  hundred 
armed  men.  My  companion  told  me  we  were  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Mahrattas,  who  were  at  this  time  in  arms  againU  the  Englifh. 
They  ordered  us  to  come  oiF  the  catamarans.  I  Tirovc  to  nfe,  but 
found  myfelf  fo  weak,  and  my  legs  fo  terribly  bruift*d«  that  I  could 
not  get  up;  upon  which  fome  of  them  came  and  lifted  mc  of,  and 
laid  mc  upon  the  fand,  for  I  could  not  iiand  I  made  a  iignal  to 
them  ({lat  I  wanted  fome  water  to  drink;  but  they  gave  me  none,  and 
only  laughed  at  our  condition.  Their  commander  ordered  fome  of 
them  to  ftrip  us,  which  they  did  quite  naked.  As  I  was  not  able  to 
walk  they  led  us  part  of  the  way  to  Davecotta  (a  fort  belonging  to 
them)  and  there  put  us  into  a  canoe,  and  carried  us  up  a  river  to  the 
fort  walls.  About  ten  this  night  they  put  us  within  the  walls  and 
laid  us  on  the  ground,  where  we  had  nothing  to  cover  us  but  the  hea- 
vens: and  about  eleven  brought  us  a  little  rice  with  fome  water« 
Great  numbers  of  people  gathered  round  us,  laughing  at  us,  and  ex- 
preffing  great  contempt  and  deriiion. 

**  The  country  people  flocked  daily  to  the  fort  to  fee  us,  but  none 
of  them  Oiewed  us  the  leaft  pity ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  laughed  at 
and  threatened  us  with  death.  Our  lodging  place  was  between  the 
gate-ways,  and  when  we  had  been  there  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  they 
carried  us  into  the  country.  Though  my  legs  were  much  better,  yet 
ilill  I  could  not  walk;  and  my  companion  was  extremely  weak,  wbtcb 
I  believe  was  owing  to  our  want  of  moic  vifluals :  fo  they  put  us 
into  dooleys,  or  cradles,  faflened  together  with  ropes,  which  they  got 
from  the  wreck.  About  four  o'clock,  on  the  13th  day,  they' earned 
us  about  twelve  miles  to  their  king,  who  was  encamped  asainft  our 
company's  troops.  I'he  king  was  cleGrous  we  Ihould  entc  into  their 
fcrvicc,  but  we  told  him  (by  the  interpreters,  who  were  three  Dutch- 
men) that  we  could  not  confent  to  it :  with  that  ihey  travelled  us  till 
we  came  to  a  fort,  and  were  immediately  put  into  a  dungeon.  There 
were  two  more  prifoners,  one  of  them  our  fliiproate,  the  other  a 
dtfcrtcr  from  the  India  company's  troops. 

**  In  about  three  week's  time  my  legs  were  alrooft  well,  fo  that  I 
was  able  to  walk.  We  now  began  to  entertain  fome  hopes  of  making 
our  efcape,  and  taking  an  opportunity,  I  with  fome  diflici^ty  got  high 
enough  upon  the  wall  to  look  over  it,  and  found  it  was  very  high 
fiirroundcd  with  a  wide  mote,  or  ditch ;  but  there  was  a  path  betweea 
iht  wall  and  the  ditch,  fo  that  we  might  cboofe  otir  place  to  fwha 

over^ 
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FORREST,  Arthur. — This  gentleman  was,  in  ihd 
year  1741,  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  (hips  compoflng  the 
armament,  under  Mr.  Vernon,  fent  on  the  imfupce(sful 
expedition  againfl  Carthagena.  He  very  eminently 
diilinguiflicd  himfelf  under  the  captains  Bofcaweny 
Watfon,  and  Cotes,  at  the  attack  of  the  Barradera  battery, 
having  been  among  the  foremoft  who  entered  the  enemy's 
"U'ork  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  feamcn.  He  does  not, 
however,  appear  to  have  received  that  reward  his  intrepi* 
dity  may  fccm  10  have  juftly  merited,  for  he  was  not  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  polt-captain  till  the  9th  of  March^ 
1745,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  to  the  Wager.  In 
1746  he  was  employed  in  this  fhip  on  the  Jamaica  ftatioHy 
where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  very  large 
Spanifli  privateer,  carrying  thirty-fix  guns  and  upwardsof 
two  hundred  men,  which  had  done  confidcrablc  mifchief. 


©vcr,  if  ii  proved  deep.  We  got,  at  fcveral  timet,  feme  flnmds  of 
rope  oti'  the  duolcys  which  they  had  carried  us  in,  as  they  happened 
to  be  left  within  tlie  bounds  of  our  liberty:  an<i  in  a  few  days  got 
fo  many  pieces,  as,  when  knotted  together,  made  feven  fathom  andui 
half.  After  feme  confutation  we  relolvcd  to  undermine  the  foaiw 
dation  of  (he  dungeon,  at  the  farthcft  part  from  the  guards,  and  oQ 
ihi*  27ih  of  May  began  to  work.  On  the  xft  of  June  wc  came  to  die 
foundation,  bcii.',';  fix  feet  deep,  and  the  wall  thirty  inches  through* 
In  two  days  time  we  had  worked  upwards,  on  the  other  fide,  fo  far, 
that  the  li^^hi  began  to  appear  through  the  fuiface,  fo  that  wc  let  every 
thing  remain  till  night.  At  fcvcn,  it  beginiiing  to  grow  dark,  they 
put  us  into  the  dungeon  as  ufual,  and  foon  after  we  worked  oyrfelvet 
fjuitc  out.  Without  being  difcovcrcd  wc  got  over  the  wall  by  the 
help  of  our  rope,  and  in  jefs  than  half  an  hour  had  croffca  the 
inote,  thou;;h  very  deep  and  wide.  We  travelled  all  night,  wc 
judged  about  fixtcen  miles,  and  in  the  day  time  hid  ourfelves  among 
the  hufhes.  The  fccond  night  wc  travelled,  as  before,  to  the  S.  £• 
and  day  coming  on  we  concealed  onrfelxes  among  fomc  rufhes.  Abont 
three  in  the  afternoon  we  were  difcovered,  which  obliged  us  to  go  on, 
but  we  were  not  moleOed.  Wc  proceeded  till  about  midnight;  and 
next  day,  about  ten  oVlock  met  a  cooler,  who  told  us  he  would 
fliew  us  toCarakal.  About  noon  wc  arrived  there,  and  were  receiv- 
ed with  great  humanity;  but  my  fever  was  not  at  all  abated.  The 
next  morning  the  governor  fcnt  to  Mr.  Bofcawen  to  let  him  know 
ve  wcie  there;  and,  by  the  return  of  the  mefTcnger,  the  admiral  de« 
fired  we  nji^ht  be  furnifhed  willi  what  money  wc  wanted.  In  twelve 
days  we  found  ourfelves  well  recovtrcd,  and  went  to  Tiincabar,  a 
place  belonging  to  the  Danes,  where  we  flayed  three  days,  and  then 
got  a  pdir.igc  to  Fort  St.  David's." 

ill 
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in  ihe  Windward  Paflagc,  to  the  Britifh  commerce,  and 
had  alfo  a  very  (hort  time  before  captured  the  Blaff  bomb- 
ketch.  We  find  no  mention  made  of  him  after  this  time 
till  the  beginning  of  the  year  17559  when  he  was  appointed 
to  ^he  Rye.  He  was,  in  a  ihort  time,  promoted  to 
the  AuguAa  and  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  in 
the  month  of  O£lobcr,  I757>  he  had  a  very  memorable 
opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf.  This  he  very  laud- 
ably feized,  and,  by  exertions  hardly  to  be  exceeded,  ac- 
quired, in  conjunftion  with  the  captains  who  ferved  under 
him,  the  higheft  renown.  The  particulars  of  this  encounter 
are  thus  officially  related  by  rear-admiral  Cotes,  in  his 
public  letter,  written  in  Port  Royal  harbour  on  the  9th  of 
November  following,  and  which  is  nearly  an  exa^i  copy 
of  captain  Forreft's  own  report  to  Mr.  Cotes. 

"  On  the  25th  of  laft  month  captain  Forreft,  in  the 
Augtifta,  with  the  Dreadnought  and  Edinburgh  under  his 
command,  returned  from  the  cruize  off  Cape  Francois; 
on  the  2 1  ft,  they  fell  in  with  feven  French  (hips  of  war. 
At  feven  in  the  morning  the  Dreadnought  made  the  fignal 
for  feeing  the  enemy's  fleet  coming  out  of  Cape  Francois, 
and  at  noon  difcovered  with  certainty  they  were  foiir  (hips  of 
the  line  and  three  large  frigates.  Captain  Forreft  then 
made  the  iignal  for  the  captains.  Suckling  and  Langdon, 
who  agreed  with  him  to  engage  them  ;  accordingly  they 
all  bore  down  ;  and  about  twenty  minutes  after  three  the 
aftion  began  with  great  brifknefs'on  both  fides.  It  con- 
tinued for  two  hours  and  an  half,  when  the  French  com- 
modore making  a  fignal,  one  of  the  frigates  immedi- 
ately came  to  tow  him  out  of  the  line,  and  the  reft  of  the 
French  ftiips  followed  him.  Onr  (hips  had  fuftered  fo 
much  in  their  mafts,  fails  and  rigging,  that  they  were  in  no 
condition  to  pivrfue  them.  Both  officers  and  fcamcn  be- 
haved with  the  grcateft  refolution  the  whole  time  of  the 
action,  and  were  unhappy  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  that 
the  fliips  were  not  in  a  condition  co  follow  the  French, 
who  had  frigates  to  tow  them  off.  The  French  on  this 
occaiion  had  put  on  board  the  Sceptre  her  full  comple- 
ment of  guns,  either  from  the  (hore  or  out  of  the  India-  " 
fliip,  and  had  alfo  mounted  the  Outarde  floreihip  with  heir 
full  proportion  of  guns,  and  had  taken  not  only  the  men 
•ut  of  tlie  mcrchaxil-fliip>  but  foldiers  from  the  garrifon, 
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ordered  home  to  England  as  an  evidence,  depofcd,  that  the 
fails  were  not  all  let,  nor  did  he  know  any  impediment 
ivhy  the  rear  (hould  not  have  got  into  as  ciofe  adioh  as 
the  van.  He  added,  that  he  advifcd  the  udmiral  to  bear 
dowrn,  but  that  he  objected  thereto,  fearing  an  inc&$9veni* 
ence  fimilar  to  that  experienced  fome  time  he  fere  by  Mr. 
Mathews  in  the Janie feas.  He  conchided  his  day's  exami« 
nation  by  declaring,  that  he  difcovered  nothing  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  improper  in  the  admiral's  porfonal  beha- 
viour. On  his  fecond  day's  examination  he  made  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  admiral  took  upon  himfelf  the  entire  com- 
xnand  of  the  (hip,  and  that  nothing  was  done  that  day 
except  by  his  particular  orders. 

This  circumllancc  certainly  was  one  of  thofe  which 
bore  hardeil  upon  the  admiral ;  and  the  fubfequent  grief 
felt  by  the  captain  might,  in  all  probability,  be  as  much 
encreafed  by  his  being  obliged,  in  honour,  as  well  as  in 
juilice  to  himfelf  and  his  country,  to  bear  any  pointed 
teflimony  *  againft  a  man,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in 

habits 

*  In  juflicc,  however,  to  Mr.  Byng,  be  it  remembered,  that  captain 
Gardiner  alfo  declared  in  the  courfe  of  his  examination,  which  IaQc4 
nearly  two  days,  to  the  following  effe^  : 

*•  That  the  Trident,  being  abaft  the  larboard  beam  of  the  Ramillies, 
did  To  impede  the  Ramillies  in  going  down  to  the  enemy,  that  the 
admiral  muft  have  gone  down  without  his  force,  which  was  pot  his 
intention  :  that  the  (ignal  was  out  for  the  hnc  of  battle  ahead  at  that 
time,  and  the  rear  divifion  went  down  very  regular  after  the  Trid«nt 
and  Pfincef^  Louifa  got  into  their  Oations.  Being  afked,  Whether 
it  had  not  been  a  more  fprcdy  and  regular  method  to  clofe  with  the 
enemy,  to  have  made  the  fignal  for  the  line  abrcad?  The  captain  faid 
"  No,  becaufc  it  would  be  improper  for  fhips  to  go  down  in  a  line 
a^rcaft,  to  attack  (hips  that  are  laying  in  a  line  ahead,  when  they  can 
go  down  with  their  bows  to  tbem ;  i.e.  a  flaming  courfe  to  them; 
and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  rear  did  take  the  proper 
method  to  clofe  with  the  enemy.**  Being  fnrtlicr  interrogated, 
"Whether  he  meant  as  to  the  courfe  (leered  on  the  enemy,  or 
the  fail  carried  ?  He  anfwered,  '*  Both  :  bnr  this  (faid  he)  is  matter 
of  opinion,  which  1  (hall  hereafter  avoid  entering  into,  as  there  are 
many  fuperior  judges  here  to  me." 

**  He  was  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  rear  wonld  have  engaged  as 
near  the  enemy  as  the  van  did,  had  the  French  Uaid  :  <liat  it  was  ad- 
miral Byng's  intention  to  engage  the  chef  efcadre,  the  third  (hip  from 
the  enemy's  rear,  and  not  to  throw  awu'  his  flior,  as  the  enemy  did, 
till  he  came  near  the  enemy:  that  the  admiial  Hood  on  till  it  was 
imagined,  on  board  the  Ramillies,  that  every  lliip,  if  fhc  had  gone 
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habits  of  intimacy  and  friendfliip,  as  we  have  already 
fiiggcfted  him  to  have  done.     Not  long  after  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  trial  Mr.  Gardiner  was  appointed  to  the  Mon- 
mouth, of  fixty-four  guns,  and  ordered  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, where,  on  the  laft  day  of  February,  1758,  the  Bri- 
tilh'  fqiiadron,  then  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Ofborne, 
fell  in  with  a  fmall  French  armarhent,  under  the  marqqis 
du  Quefne,  bound  from  Toulon  to  Carlhagena,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reinforcing  the  French  chef  d'efcadre  de  la  Clue. 
The  marquis  himfclf  was  in  the  Foudrbyant,  the  identical 
fliip  on  board  which  Gallifoniere  hoifted  his  flag  at  the  time 
of  hisencounter  with  Mr.  Byng.  It  was  fomewhat  Angular, 
though  particularly  grateful  to  captain  Gardiner,  that  he 
waf  among  thofe  ordered  to  purUie  the  French  commo- 
dore.    It  is  related  of  him,  whether  correSly  or  no  we 
cannot  pretend  to  fay,  that,  previous  to  this  time,  but  after 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Monmouth,  he  had  been  heard 
to  declare,  that  if  ever  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in 
with  the  Foudroyant,  he   was  determined  to  attack  her 
though  he  Ihould  perifh  in  the  attcn>pt.     The  Swiftfure, 
of  fevcnty  gtms  ;  the  Hampton  Court  and  Monmouth,  of 
fixty  four  guns  each,  were  difpatched  after  the  Foudroy- 
ant, and  other  fhips  at  the  fame  time  after  the  remainder 
of  the  fquadron.     Captain  Gardiner  far  out-ftripped  his 
companions  and  brought  the  enemy  warily  to  aflion,  the 
other  fliips  being  nearly  out  of  fight  at  the  time.    Captain 
Gardiner  was  unhappily  fliot  through  the  arm  with  a 
nujllv'ct  ball  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  adion  ;  but 
this  difaiier  was  not  fuflScient  to  prevent  him  from  conti- 
nuing his   exertions.     The  rigging  of  the   Foudroyant 
being    ff )rtunately    much    difabled    in    a    (hort    time, 
captain  Gardiner  feizing  the  opportunity  given  him  by 


properly  Oeered  a  flanting  courfe,  could  have^one  down  to  the  fhip 
of  the  cncmv,  flie  ihould  have  cni;agcd,  with  her  broadfide  to  her : 
that  he  recr)llcfclt"d  particularly  10  have  heard  the  admiral  iay,  vhen 
the  Rami! lies  was  abreaft  of  the  French,  that  fuch  was  his  inten- 
tion :  that  the  ad1nir.1l  ordered  the  guns  to  be  (hotted  with  round  and 
grape  (liot,  two  (hot  in  the  gnns  below,  and  propofed  <o  fet  top-gallant 
tails  on  feeing  the  french  going  away;  that  he  heard  him  exprefs, 
al  that  time,  hii  unhappinefi  al  not  having  a  fufficieni  force  to  make 
a  general  chafe,  as  he  thought  he  coiild  materially  have  diftrrfled  the 
enemy  in  the  fituarion  they  thru  were  in,  **  if  ((aid  kc)  I  had  two  or 
three  fliips  more !" 
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that  advantage,  placed  himfclf  on  his  antagonift's  quarter 
and  maintained  a  very  clofe  ac^i')n  for  upwards  of  two 
hours;  when,  about  nine  o'clock,  while  in  the  afl  of  en- 
couraging his  people  and  enquiring  what  injury  had  been 
fuftaincd  between  decks,  he  received  a  fccond  wound,  by  a 
muiket  ball,  in  the  forehead.  He  lived,  indeed,  till  the  next 
day,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  lime  was  totally  infen- 
fible. 

The  a£lion  was  continued  with  the  greatcft  fpirit  by 
Mr.  Carket,  the  firit  lieutenant,  who  fucceedcd  to  the 
command.  The  Foudroyant,  having  loft  her  main  and 
mizen-mafls*,  being  completely  di fabled,  and  the  Swift- 
fure  alfo  getting  up,  the  marquis,  who,  to  do  him  juftice, 
made  a  good  defence,  furrendcred  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  The  Foudroyant  mounted  eighty  guns, 
and  had  on  board,  at  the  commencement  of  the  a£lion,  a 
chofen  crew  of  nine  hundred  and  eleven  men :  her  lower 
battery  confiftcd  of  thirty  French  forty-two  pounders:  on 
her  upper  deck  fhe  carried  thirty-two  twenty-four  poun- 
ders ;  and  on  her  quarter  deck  and  forecaftle  eighteen 
twelve  pounders  t.  It  was  efteemed  the  fineft  Ihip  at  that 
time  in  the  whole  French  oavy :  and  the  captain  of  a 
French  privateer,  taken  a  Ihort  time  before  by  the  Mon- 
mouth, is  faid  to  have  boafted,  that  (lie  was  a  Ihip  capa- 
ble of  refifting  any  force  by  v^hich  Ihe  ihould  be  attacked. 
She  would  fight,  he  faid,  to  day,  to-morrow,  and  the  next 
day,  but  never  couid  be  taken  J.     Upon  the  whole,  this 

I 

*  Soon  aftciwardslhe  captain  fell,  lie  is  fair],  immediarelyon  receiv- 
ing his  fccond  wound,  to  have  fent  for  the  lirutcnani,  and  made  ithi< 
lad  rcqucft,  that  he  would  liot  give  up  ihe  fiiip  or  quit  the-cncmv. 
The  Monmouth's  mizen-maft  foon  afft r  came  by  rhc  board,  on  which 
tlic  enemy  gave  three  cheers.  The  crew  of  ihe  Monmouth  returned 
the  compliment  iu  a  few  minutes,  on  tlie  nn/cn-mafl  of  ilic  Foudroy- 
ant being  alfo  ftiot  away.  This  dilafler  was  foon  followed  by  ibc  fall 
of  her  main  maft;  which  ^ivini;  IVcIIj  fpiilis  to  the  LuJiOi,  their  fire 
became  fo  incelTant  and  iui<»k'ii>ljlc,  ihdt  ilic  i'lench  l.ij'ors  could  no 
longer  be  kept  to  their  guns. 

+  The  Monmouth  on  the  other  hand  earned  only  twelve  and 
twenty  four  pounders,  with  ;» con^wlenunt  (/fhnir  hundred  and  fcvcnty 
jncn  ;  and  tliere  was  as  uiiicii  (^i!lcrti:ce  in  hze  and  appearance  as  be- 
tween 3  filiate  aiul  a  Ihtp  ot  the  line. 

X  The  French  piifotiers  tiu-n  in  Kn<^l:nJ,  a(Tv  ru*'l  in  the  laft  war 
the  fame  thing  of  the  Ville  de  Paris. 

ccrtainlv 
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certainly  was,  as  is  remarked  by  many  hiftorians,  as  gal- 
lant an  adlion  as  ever  was  performed  by  a  iingle  (hip,  but 
the  death  of  Gardiner  clouded  the  viftory,  and  made  both 
the  conquerors  and  the  whole  nation  ahnoft  forget  the  joy 
they  would  orherwife  have  felt  at  fa  glorious  an  event. 
Campbell  adds  to  his  account  of  this  engagement  the 
following  remark.  **  This  a£lion,  which  is  one  of  the 
moll  glorious  in  the  naval  hiflory  of  Britain,  muft  ever 
remain  an  inconteftible  proof  of  our  naval  fuperiority  *." 
Wc  have  only  to  add,  that  fome  fubfcquent  events  feem 
ilrongly  to  corroborate  this  aifertion. 

GA  YTON,  Clark, — was,  in  the  month  of  April  1744, 
promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant  to  command  pro 
tempore y  or,  according  to  the  term  ufed  in  the  fervice,  by 
order,  the  Ludlow  Caflle,  of  forty  guns;  but  no  other 
mention  is  made  of  him  while  retaining  that  flation.  He 
was  not  adually  promoted  to  the  rank  of  poft  captain  till 
the  6th  of  July>  I745>  on  which  day  his  commiilion 
bore  date  for  the  Mermaid  frigate.  No  other  notice 
is  taken  of  him  durjng  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
nor  indeed  after  its  conclufion,  till  the  year  1755,  when 
he  was,  about  the  month  of  April,  appointed  captain  of 
the  Antelope.  He  quitted  that  fhip  in  the  following 
year,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Royal  Anne,  a  firft  rate  ; 
but  we  do  not  find  any  particular  account  given  of  him 
till  the  year  1758,  when  he  commanded  the  St.  George, 
a  fccond  rate  of  ninety  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  ordered 

*  It  is  confidently  gitren  as  an  anecdote  of  captain  Gardiner,  that 
while  in  chjfe,  dire6ting  bis  difcourfe  to  a  Jand-officcr  vho  was  on 
board,  he  faid,  **  Whatever  becomci  of  you  and  me,  this  fhip  muft 
^o  into  Gibraltar."  Harranguiog  his  people  juft  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  he  ^id,  "This  fhip  nR</7  be  taken  ^ 
fhc  appears  above  our  match,  but  Englifhmen  arc  not  to  mind  that, 
nor  will  I  quit  her  while  this  (hip  can  fwim,  or  I  have  a  foul  left 
alive."  , 

A  private  letter  frpm  Gibraltar  gives  us  the  following  additional 
particulars  relative  to  captain  Gardiner  and  his  private  condu£l. 

*'  Two  days  before  he  left  this  port,  being  in  company  with  lord 
Rob.  Beriic  and  other  pcrfons,  he  with  great  anguifh  of  foul  told  thera, 
:hiit  my  lord  Anfon  had  refle£led  on  him,  and  faid  that  he  was  one  of  the 
men  who  had  brought  diigrace  upon  the  nation ;  that  it  touched  him 
cxccffivcly;  but  it  ran  Hrongly  in  his  mind,  that  he  fhould  have  an 
opporiunity  fhorily  to  convince  his  lordfhip,  how  much  he  had  the 
I.onour  of  the  nation  at  heart,  and  that  he  was  ndt  culpable.*' 

6b  2  to 
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to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  commodore  Robert  Hughes, 
for  the  purpofe  of  reinforcing  Mr.  Moore  and  enabling 
him  to  attacK  the  French  fettlements  in  that  quarter.  Th^ 
attack  on  the  ifland  of  Martinico  failed,  as  is  well  known: 
but  the  fubfequent  one  againft  Guadaloupe  was,  as  it  may 
be  equally  well  remembered,  more  fiiccefsful.  Conqueft, 
however  was  not  obtained  v^ithout  confiderable  and  indeed 
formidable  reiiilance. 

The  attack  was,  as  it  is  fuid,  produ£live  of  an  anecdote 
too  charafleriflic  of  this  gentleman  to  be  forgotten,  or 
omitted.  I'he  citadel  of  Guadalqupe  was  a  fortrefs  of 
the  iirft  confequence,  polTefling  great  natural  advantages 
of  fituation,  improved  and  ftrengthcned  by  the  (kill  of  the 
abled  engineers  in  the  French  fervice.  So  formidable 
did  it  appear  to  the  Britilh  officers  in  that  particular 
branch,  that  they  were  unanimous  in  declaring  it  impreg- 
nable to  any  attack  by  fea,  unfupported  by  fome  collate- 
ral aid.  The  commodore  thought  otherwife;  and,  not- 
withftanding  every  remonftrance  to  the  contrary,  refolved 
on  the  aflault;  the  event,  indeed,  juftified  his  determina- 
tion :  but,  neverthelcfs,  it  proved  fufficiently  arduous  to 
exempt  thofc,  who  were  ot  a  contrary  opinion,  from  any 
imputation  of  coldncfs,  or  want  of  enterprize.  Among 
thofe  who  thought  fo,  and  reprcfented  the  fervice  as  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous,  was  Mr.  Gayton,  a  man,  whom  cer- 
tainly no  one  could  with  decency  charge  either  with  tame* 
nefs  of  fpirit,  or  deficiency  in  judgt.ment,  founded  on  ex- 

{)ericncc.  His  difference  of  opinion  is  faid  to  have  excited 
bme  flight  fenfaiion  of  difgufl  and  difapprobation  in  the 
commodore,  fo  that  when  the  latter  had  formed  his  dif- 
pofition  of  attack,  by  which  the  citadel  was'allotted  to  the 
St.  George,  with  two  other  fliips,  he  thought  proper  to 
fend  a  written  order  to  Mr.  Gayton,  commanding  him  to 
proceed  on  that  fervice. 

This  procedure  was  deemed  by  him  a  fpecies  of  affront 
which,  though  improper  to  openly  rcfent,  he  could 
bear  Itrongly  in  his  mind.  Knowing  his  own  atten- 
tion to  the  rules  and  difciplinc  of  the  fervice,  his 
promptitude  to  obey  the  comniands  of  his  fuperior,  even 
though  they  fhould  be  deemed  by  liim  bordering  on 
impropriety,  he  conlidered  the  formality  of  a  writ- 
ten   order    as  ^n   infult,  he   being   pcrfedly   difpofed, 
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in  every  refpe6^,  to  have  obeyed  a  mere  fignal  in- 
dicative of  the  commodore's  intention.  After  a  canno- 
nade of  fome  hours  continuance,  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs 
appeared,  even  to  Mr.  Moore  himielf,  doubtful :  the 
refiftance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  injury  fuflained  by  the 
aflTailants,  appeared  to  juftify  the  general  opinion  given 
in  council,  and  evince  that  it  was  not  the  rcfult  of  timi- 
dity but  prudence.  The  commodore  wavered,  and  not- 
withdanding  the  fire  of  the  afTailants  was  violent  and 
unremitted,  he  was, as  has  been  reportedto  us,  induced,after 
the  attack  had  continued  fome  hours,  to  make  a  fignal  for 
the  St.  George  in  particular,  to  defift  and  hawl  oflF. 
Captain  Gay  ton  took  no  notice ;  a  boat  was  fent  to  him 
with  a  verbal  order  from  the  commodore  to  the  fame  ef- 
feft,  but  the  captain,  inftead  of  obeying,  returned  fof 
apfwer,  that  as  it  had  been  thought  neceffary  to  ufd 
the  formality  of  a  written  order  previous  to  the  aflault, 
fo  fliould  he  on  his  part  think  it  equally  fo  to  infift 
on  the  fame  pun£lilio  authorifrng  him  to  defift.  In  the 
interim  the  afcendcncy  of  the  Britifli  fire  became  apparent^ 
and  the  ceffation  of  that  from  the  citadel  *  with  all  its 
dependencies  clofed  the  difpute. 

The  St. George  was  in  the  preceding  attack  very  confider- 
ably  damaged,  and  the  t  captain  himfelf  (lightly  wounded. 
The  objedlof  the  armament,  of  which  theSt.  George  formed 
a  part,  being  thus  concluded,  captain  Gayton,  with  fuch 
others  his  companions  as  it  was  deemed  unneceflfary  to 
retain  on  that  ftation,  returned  to  England  in  the  courlc  of 
the  year.  He  remained  in  the  St.  George  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  employed  in  the  Channel,  under  the 
admirals  Hawke,  Bofcawen,  and  others,  but  no  poflibility 
of  acquiring  cither  fame  or  fortune  prefentcd  iticlf  to  the 
captain  of  any  flup  uf  that  clafs  during  that  period* 

■  ^  ■ 

*  Which  was  taken  pofTeflion  of  the  enfuing  day. 

f  We  mud  not  omit'  the  following  remarkable  occurrence.  A 
forty -two  pound  (hot  from  the  citadel  flruck  the  centre  of  an 
iron  hoop  lurrounding  the  main-maft,  elongated,  if  the  term  beallcW'* 
cd,  the  haminercd,  which  confequentjy  is  the  moft  elaflic  ftite  of  thi( .  ' 
metal,  and  forming  it  into  a  cafe  or  (ocket,  had  penetrated  into  the 
centre  of  the  mall.  The  quantity  of  powder  expended  by  the  Su 
George  on  the  foregoing  occafion,  far  exceeded  that  of  any  foffner  (hip 
gn  any  fcrvicc  whatever. 

Bb3  Wf 
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We  do  not  believe  captain  Gayton  ta  have  held  any 
fubfequent  commillion  after  the  peace,  till  the  year  1769, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  St.  Anthonio,  of  fixty  guns, 
a  guardfliip  at  Portfmouth.  This  command  he  did  not 
retain  (o  long  as  is  cuftomar)',  being  promoted,  on  the 
18th  of  Oclobcr,  1770,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 
On  the  31ft  of  March,  I775>  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear- 
admiral  of  the  red:  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,^  to  be 
vice-admiral  of  the  white ;  and  immediately  afterwards 
was  appointed  commander-in-chief  on  the  Jamaica  (lation. 
The  difpuic  with  America  becoming  daily  more  ferious, 
a  reinforcement  of  fcvcral  fliips  of  war  was  ordered  out  to 
join  him  early  in  the  fiimmer*.  By  a  judicious  difpofl*  . 
tion  of  his  cruifers,  aided  by  the  activity  of  their  rcfpctlive 
captains,  two  hundred  and  thirty  five  American  vcllels 
were  captured  by  ihc  ihips  on  the  Jamaica  (lation  during 
the  time  Mr.  Gayton  held  that  command. 

We  muflynot  omit  two  anecdotes  relative  to  this  gen- 
tleman, llrongly  marked  by  that  rough  pleafantry  natural' 
to  him,  and  of  that  high  fpirit,  with  refpcft  tothefervice, 
which  all  perfons  mult  admit  him  to  have  poilelled.  The 
different  fums  allotted  to  him  as  commander-in-chief,  re- 
fulting  from  the  fale  of  the  dirferent  American  prizes. 


•  In  confcqucncc  of  an  untrue  afTertion  made  in  a  pamphlet,  writ- 
ten by  T.  Paine,  Mr.  Gayton  publifhed  the  following  declaration  in 
the  Jamaica  Gazeue,  which  we  have  been  the  rather  induced  to  infcrt, 
as  it  contains  fomc  particulars  of  his  early  life,  which  muft  undoubt- 
edly be  genuine. 

**  I  hnvc  fecn  a  pamphlet,  publifiicd  in  Philadelphia,  under  the 
titje  of  Common  Senfe,  therein  the  author  fays,  that,  forty  yean 
ago,  there  were  feventy  and  eighty-gun  Hiips  built  in  New  England.' 
In  anfwer  to  which  I  do  declare,  that  at  that  very  time  I  was  in  New 
England  a  midfhipman,  aboard  his  majedy's  fliip  Squirrel,  with  the 
late  fir  Peter  Warren,  and  then  there  never  had  been  a  man  of  war 
built  of  any  kind.  In  1747,  after  the  rcdu61ion  of  Louifbourg,  there 
was  a  fbip  of  forty-four  guns  ordered  to  be  built  at  Pifcataqua  by  one 
Mr.  McfTcrvey :  fhc  was  called  the  America,  and  failed  for  England 
the  following  year.  When  flic  came  home  fhc  was  found  fo  bad  that 
fhe  never  was  commlffioned  again.  There  was  afterwards  another 
fhip  of  twenty  (Tuns,  built  at  Boflon  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Hollwell,  which 
"Was  called  the  BoHon,  She  n\n  but  a  fhort  time  before  (he  was  con- 
demned ;  and  ihofc  were  liie  only  two  fi)i|)s  of  war  ever  built  in 
America;  there'ore  I  thcu^ht  If  n;v  duty  to  pul-lirn  this,  to  unde- 
ceive the  pi:b]ic  in  general,  lo  ll:e\v  that  what  tlic  author  has  fct  forth 
is«n  abfolutt  falfity. 
'     '  "  Ci  ARK  Gayton.** 

were 
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were  regularly  itivefted  in  dollars,  by  the  admiral,  and 
packed  in  proper  cherts  for  the  purpoie  of  being  conveyed 
to  England.  S:»me  of  his  friends  wilhing  to  point  out  to 
him  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of  tranfporting  fpecie, 
recommended  to  him  rather  to  remit  his  property  to  Eu- 
rope in  bills.  The  admiral,  with  an  afFt^lcd  pceviflincfs 
declared,  he  knew  nothing  fo  valuable  as  money  itfelf, 
and  that  for  his  part  he  mould  not  be  fool  enough  to 
accept  paper  in  exchange,  when  the  latter  might  not  be 
worth  a  farthing.  His  intimates  haviiTg  the  fafety 
of  his  and  his  defcendant's  property  at  heart,  recom- 
mended to  him  to  fend  his  wealth  to  England  in  a  frigate, 
for  the  Antelope,  his  flag  (hip,  was  fo  extremely  old  and 
crazy,  that  no  inconfiderable  fears  were  entertained 
Hie  would  founder  on  her  palfage.  The  admiral  with 
much  vivacity  replied,  **  No,  my  money  and  myfelf  will 
take  our  palfage  in  the  fame  bottom,  and  if  we  are  loft 
there  will  be  an  end  of  two  bad  things  at  once." 

The  fecond  is,  that  while  on  his  palfage  home  he  fell  in 
with  a  large  fliip,  which,  on  its  near  approach,  proved  to 
be  an  Englifh  man  of  war.  Every  podible  preparation 
was,  however,  prudentially  made  to  receive  the  ftranger 
as  an  enemy,  though  of  force  and  magnitude  infinitely 
fuperior,  even  fuppofing  the  Antelope  in  proper  fighting 
condition,  a  circumftance  by  no  means  the  cafe,  (he  hav- 
ing had  a  confidcrable  number  of  her  lower-deck  guns 
taken  out  for  the  purpofe  of  eafing  her  on  her  paflage. 
The  admiral  himftlf,  extremely  infirm  and  almoft  unable 
to  f^and,  came  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  after  exhorting 
his  people  in  few  words  to  behave  themfclves  like  Eng- 
lilhmcn,  he  told  them  for  his  part,  "  He  could  not  (land 
by  them,  but  he  would  fit  and  fee  them  fight  as  long  as  they 
pica  fed." 

Mr.  Gayton  never  accepted  any  command  after  his 
return  to  England,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety  on  the  2ift 
of  April,  and,  that  fuccefs  might  accompany  him  to  the 
laft,  with  a  fmall  American  prize  he  captured  on  his 
pafTagc.  A  (hort  time  previous  to  his  arrival,  that  is  to 
fay,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  he  was  advanced  to 
he  vice-admiral  of  the  red  ;  as  he  was  to  be  admiral  of  the 
blue  on  the  8th  of  April,  1782.  His  infirm  (late  of 
health  and  advanced  age,  compelled  him  to  live  almoft 
totally  in  retirement^  a  ftate  rendered  as  comfortable  as 

B  b  4  bodily 
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bodily  pains  would  permit  it  to  be,  by  an  handfbme  for« 
tune,  which  he  had  acquired  in  fervice,  as  honourably 
as  unremitted  attention  to  his  duty  when  employed,  and 
the  moll  fignal  difplay  of  perfonal  gallantry  and  fpirit  on 
all  poffible  opportunities  could  render  it.  He  died  at 
Fareham,  where,  when  in  England,  he  had  for  many  years 
refided,  about  the  year  1787. 

GRIFFIN,  Thomas, — can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  en- 
titled to  a  place  hero,  on  account  of  his  rank,  tkough 
highly  in  refpc£l  to  character, 'whether  confidered  as  an 
officer  or  a  gentleman. — In  1736,  he  was  a  petty  officer  on 
board  the  Oxford,  a  Ihip  of  50  guns,  at  that  time  com- 
manded by  captain  Swale ;  and  on  the  death  of  that  gen- 
tleman, his  fucceflbr  promoted  Mr.  Griffin  to  be  third 
lieutenant  ol  that  (hip.  He  continued  in  the  fame  veflel 
till  the  year  1741,  by  which  time  he  was  advanced  to  be 
lirrt  lieutenant,  and  was  foon  afterwards  removed  into  the 
Marlborough  of  90  guns,  at  that  time  the  flag  (hip  of  rear- 
admiral  Haddock,  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  Me- 
diteranean  ftation.  He  was  appointed,  in  the  Eafl  Indies^ 
captain  of  the  Medway  Prize  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1745;  and  afterwards  was  promoted,  by  Mr.  Griffin, 
the  commander-in-chief  on  that  ftation;  but  who  not- 
withftanding  the  fimilitude  of  names  was  in  no  degree 
related  to  him,  to  the  Princefs  Mary,  in  which  (hip  he 
died  on  the  17th  of  December,  1748.  He  is,  however, 
faid  never  to  have  had  his  commiffion,  as  poft  captain,  in 
cither  inftance  confirmed  by  the  admiralty  board. 

HILL,  John, — was,  on  the  26th  of"  Auguft,  1745, 
romoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Triton  frigate;  from  thence 
c  is  faid  to  have  been  promoted,  in  1747,  to  the  Gloire, 
of  forty-four  guns,  a  prize  taken  from  the  French  a  fhort 
time  before,  by  the  fquadron  under  vice-admiral  Anfon. 
He  was  re-appointcd  to  the  fame  fhip  in  1751,  and  is  faid, 
in  fome  accounts  which  we  dare  not  implicitly  rely  on, 
to  have  afterwards  commanded  a  Ihip,  of  twenty  guns. 
No  other  particulars  relative  to  this  gentleman  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  except  that  he  was,  in  1770,  put 
on  the  fiiperannuatcd  lift,  with  the  rank  and  half-pay  of  a 
rear-admiral,  and  died  on  the  8th  of  March,  1773. 

HORNE,  Edmund, — is  known  to  us  only  as  having 
been,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1 745,  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain 
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tain  of  the  Hedor,  a  forty-gun  (hip,  and  as  having  died 
in  England  without  having,  to  our  Knowledge,  held  any 
fubfcqucnt  command*,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1 764. 

HUGHES,  Robert,  — was  commander  of  the  Shark 
floop    in    1744,  and,  on  the  2d  of  April,    1745,  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Kingfton,  a  fifty-gun 
iliip,    to   which   he    was    re-commi(Iioned    two    years 
afterwards.     In  1 748  he  was  appointed  to  the  Tilbury, 
and  we  believe,  in  1751,  to  the  Deptford,  of  fixty  guns. 
The  next  fubfequcnt  information  we  have  concerning 
him  is,  that  immediately  previous  the  commencement  ot* 
the  war  in  1756,  he  commanded  the  Port  Mahon  frigate; 
from  whence  he  was,  in  the  month  of  April,  promoted  to 
the  Augnfta ;    from  this    Ihip  he   removed,    about  the 
month  of  June  following,  into  the  Berwick,  of  feventy 
guns.     He  continued  in  that  fliip  till  the  year  1758,  at 
the  beginning  of  which  he  was  employed  on  the  Medi- 
terranean flation  under  the  command  of  admiral  Ofborne. 
On  the  laft  day  of  February  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
aiFifl:  in  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  fmall  French  fqua- 
dron  under  the  marquis  de  Qiiefne.     Returning  to  Eng- 
land towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year,  he  was  appointed 
commodore  of  a  fquadron,  confiding  of  eight  (hips  of  the 
line,  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies  for  the  purpofc  of  rein- 
forcing commodore  Moore,  and  enabling  him  to  attack 
the  different  French  illands  and  colonies  in  that  quarter. 
Having  hoifted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Norfolk, 
of  feventy-four  gims,  he  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  loth 
of  November,  having  under  his  convoy  a  fleet  of  ftore- 
ihlps  and  tranfports,  on  board  which  were  embarked  fix 
regiments  of  infantry,     (ie  arrived  at  Barbadocs,  without 
having  been  unfortunate  enough  to  encounter  any  finifter 
accident,  on  the  3d  of  January. 

The  leading  particulars  of  this  expedition  have  been 
already  given  in  the  life  of  fir  John  Moore  j",  and  to  thofc 
it  is  not  necelfary  to  add  any  thing  on  the  prcfcnl  occafion. 
Soon  after  his  return  to  England,  whither  he  was  order- 

*  Except  that  of  the  Rupert,  a  fourth  rate  of  60  gans,  to  which 
he  ivas  appointed  by  the  Admiralty,  and  ordered  out  to  the  Mediter* 
ranean  for  (he  purpofe  of  fuperceding  captain  Ambrofe,  who  wat 
ordered  home  for  trial,  on  account  of  biscondu6i  in  the  encounter  off 
'i  oulon . 

i  See  p.  851. 
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ed  back  in  the  montR  of  June  to  convoy  the  troops*  which 
the  objeft  of  the  expedition  being  completed*  it  became 
unneceflkry  to  keep  any  longer  in  the  Weft  Indies*  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Kingfton,  in  which  (hiphecontinued  but  a 
very  fhort  t  i  me,  duri  ng  a  part  of  the  abfence  of  captai  n  Parry. 
We  believ6  him  to  have  held  no  command  after  this  during 
the  war.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1763,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Dorfetfhire,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the 
guardfhips  ftationed  at  Fortfmouth,  and  on  board  which 
vice-admiral  Holburne  afterwards  hoifted  his  flag.  He 
quitted  this  command  after  having  retained  it  three  years* 
the  term  cuftomarily  allotted  to  it,  and  is  not  known  to 
have  ever  received  a  fubfequent  commiflion.  On  the  i8th 
of  Oftober,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral  of  the  red,  and  died  at  Bath,  ere  he  experienced 
any  farther  promotion,  on  the  igih  of  January,  1774. 

HUME,  John.  —  This  gentleman  we  believe  to  have 
been  appointed,  early  in  1742,  commander  of  the  Serpent 
bomb :  he  afterwards  removed  into  ^he  Mortar,  a  yeflcl 
of  the  fame  defcripiion:  but  nothing  farther  is  known  of 
him  till  his  promotion,  op  the  ;zoth  of  July,  1745,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Sandwich.  No  farther  account  has  been 
coUefted  concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  in  England 
on  the  1 6th  of  November,  1759. 

JASPER,  Richard. — This  gentleman  was  fecond  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Namur,  under  Mr.  Mathews,  at  the  time  of 
the  indecifive  engagement  with  the  French  and  Spanilh 
fleets  ofi^ Toulon;  and  was  the  perfon  fent,  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, to  Mr.  Leftock,  with  a  meftage,  inti- 
mating that  he  would  lay  to  till  the  vice-admiral  could 
get  up  with  his  divifion-to  clofe  the  line  of  battle.  He 
was  appointed  captain  of  the  Phoenix  frigate  on  the  I3ih 
of  February,  1745,  and  ordered  not  long  afterwards  to 
the  Mediterranean,  from  whence  after  feme  continuance 
he  returned  to  England  in  the  Berwick. 

The  next  account  we  have  of  him  is,  that  in  the  year 
1747  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Prince  Henry,  and 
was  re- appointed  to  the  fame  fhip  in  the  month  of 
July  in  the  ypar  enfiiing.  He  retained  this  command 
many  years,  but  is  not  ag-jin  particularly  noticed  till 
>75i,  when  he  fcrvcd  on  the  coalt  of  Africa,  as  appears 
from  the  following  minute,  dated  July  the  31ft, 

This 
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"  This  day  was  read  before  the  board  of  admiralty,  a 
letter  fent  by  captain  Jafper,  from  the  prince  of  Annama- 
boe,  in  which  he  exprcH'es  his  gratitude  for  the  civilities 
(hewn  his  fon  while  he  was  at  oun  court,  and  offers  the 
ailiibncc  of  20,000  men  to  build  a  fort  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  in  cafe  ol'  obftruftions  from  the  French*  At  the 
fame  time  was  read  a  long  letter  from  captain  Jafper, 
giving  a  very  accurate  account  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  on 
that  coaft,  at  which  their  lordftiips  expreflcd  great  fatif- 
fadtion." 

lie  afterwards  repaired  to  Jamaica,  and  from  thence  to 
England,  where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1752, 
liaving  on  board  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fp.ecie.  He 
almoit  immediately  returned  back  to  the  Weft  India  fta- 
tion  ;  but  on  accoimt  of  fome  mifljehaviour  at  the  Ha- 
varmah*,  was  brought  to  a  court-martial  in  the  following 
vear,  and  fenicnced  to  be  difmilTcd  the  fcrvice.  He 
iipptars  to  have  been  a  man  poilbfling  a  very  irritable 
iiaH;ibIc  temper,  lliis,  unfortunately  for  him,  caufed 
his  untimely  death,  he  being  killed  in  a  duel,  t  by  Mr. 
Bricc,  at  the  Cardigan-head  tavern,  on  the  nth  of  May, 
1 76 1 .     The  furvivor  was  afterwards  tried  and  honourably* 


*  The  following  official  mentipn  is  made  of  captain  Jafper;  and  tlie 
mifbchaviour  alluded  to,  took  place  at  the  fame  lime. 

**  Gazette,  No.  9135.    Havannah,  Nov.  2,  1752. 

"  The  17th  of  06lobcr  an  EngliOi  man  of  w?r,  called  the  Prince 
Henry,  Captain  Richard  Jafper,  came  to  an  .inchni  in  this  harbour, 
hiving  lod  all  her  mails,  and  fuffered  oth^'r  Qpniiderahlc  damages  from 
th<:  hurricanes  which  we  have  had  in  thcfe  feas  during  the  month  of 
September,  She  was  received  here  with  that  human' iv  which  is  re- 
(juifitc  upon  fucjianoccafion^andall  pofliblcani (lance  will  be^iven  her 
till  flic  can  he  put  in  a  condition  to  purfue  her  vovave.  'Ihii:  fhip, 
which  was  bound  for  London,  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  '^.l  of  Sep- 
tember :  on  the  4th  the  firft  hurricane  happened,  which  woiiM  not 
fiifr-i  her  to  pill  in  between  Cavques  and  M-irigiiana.  On  the 
?3d  flic  met  with  the  frcond,  off  Cape  St.  Antonio,  which  carried 
away  all  her  mafls.  Several  En^liflimcn  belon^inj;  to  ih*^''  merchant't 
fhi|>s,  that  hivc  been  wrecked,  are  likewife  arrived  in  I'lis  port :  they 
hdv'  all  been  collcf^ed  together,  and  arc  incorporated  amon,^ft  the 
crews  of  his  majeftv*s  fl»i}>s.  The  captain  of  the  Prince  Henry  has 
(ince  demanded  thcfe  men,  and  they  will  be  delivered  to  him  upon 
Ills  p'tying  the  money  ih.u  they  have  coft  during  their  (lay  here;  bat 
this  point  is  not  as  yet  fettled/' 

f  The  rencontre  took  place  00  the  loth :  captain  Jafper  died  on 

the  fc^ilowing  day,  , 

acquittec) 
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acquitted  of  the  murder,  it  being  very  clearly  and  fatisfac- 
torily  proved,  that  the  deceafed  was  entirely  the  aggreflbr. 

JRFFREYS,  Robert.— We  have  been  able  to  collea 
very  few  particulars  relative  to  this  gentleman :  he  was, 
on  May  i,  17459  appointed  captain  of  the  Scarborough*  ; 
and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  held  fome  fubfequent 
commands;  thefe,  however,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  are 
unknown  to  us.  During  a  confiderable  part  of  the  war, 
which  commenced  in  1756,  we  find  him  to  have  been 
unemployed,  not  improbably  through  the  whole  of  it. 
We  may,  however,  fairly  prefume  he  was,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  a  man  much  refpeded  and  eileemed ;  for  though 
fortune  appears  to  have  denied  him  any  opportunity  of 
handing  his  name  down  to  poderity  with  that  celebrity 
which  is  the  reward  of  gallantry,  particularly  if  fuccefsful, 
he  was  not,  as  has  been  fomctimes  the  cafe,  fet  afide  and 
continued  on  the  lid  of  captains,  when,  according  tq  his 
fcniority,  he  became  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a  flag  officer, 
but  was  then  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  of  rear-admi- 
rals. This  has  ever  been  confidered  as  an  honourable 
proof  of  meritorious  fervice,  though  age,  infirmities,  or 
wounds  received  while  in  command,  may  poflibly  render 
the  brave,  though  unfortunate  man,  incapable  of  encoun- 
tering the  fatigues  and  difficulties  neceflarily  attendant  on 
a  more  aftive  ilation.     He  died  about  the  year  1780. 

LLOYD,  John, — was,  on  May  30,  1745,  appointed 
captain  of  the  Glafgow,  a  new  (hip  of  twenty- four  guns, 
launched  a  fliort  time  before  at  Liverpool.  He  continued 
in  this  (hip  during  the  whole  remainder  of  the  war,  with- 
out being  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  any  opportunity 
of  particularly  diftinguifliing  himfelf.  Soon  as  the  pre- 
liminary articles  of  peace  were  figned,  he  was  ordered,  in 
the  month  of  May  1748,  to  North  America  with  the  inr 
telligence,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  any  farther  hoili* 
lities  from  being  committed.  He  furvived  his  arrival  a 
very  Ihort  time,  dying  at  South  Carolina  on  the  14th  of 
September,  1748. 

MAISTERSON,  Samuel, — was,  on  the  26th  of  Au- 
guft,  1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Squirrel;  from 


•  He  was  employed  during  the  enfuing  fummer  in  crniGng  off  the 
coaft  of  Scotland* 

whicl\ 
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which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  removed,  early  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  to  the  Duke  William,  an  hired  armed  (hip 
mounting  fifty  guns.  No  mention  is  made  of  his  having 
held  any  fubfcquent  commiflton,  nor  have  we  been  able  to 
collcift  any  farther  particulars  concerning  him,  except  that 
he  died  in  England  on  the  loth  of  September,  1762. 

MAN,  Robert, — from  beinglieutenantofone  of  the  (hips 
employed  under  commodore  Warren,  on  the  expedition 
aguinll  Louifburg,  was,  on  the  22dof  June,  promoted,by  that 
gentleman,  to  be  captain  of  the  Launcellon,  of  forty-four 
guns ;  and  was  not  long  afterwards  fent  to  France,  as  convoy 
to  a  fleet  of  cartel  (hipsdifpatched  thither  with  the  prifoners 
taken  in  arms  *,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  who  chofe 
to  remove  thither.  In  1746  he  was  appointed  to  the 
I^ynn,  and  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  we  be- 
lieve him  to  have  continued  till  the  cefTation  of  hodilities 
took  place.     No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  till  the 

year 


*  A  particular  account  of  the  ill  treatment  he  received  from  the 
enemy  while  employed  on  this  fervice,  is  circamflantially  related  Ip 
the  following  terms  by  Mr.  Gibfon,  in  his  appendix  toa  journal  of  the 
(iege. 

*'  July  4,  1745*  Fourteen  cartel  (hips,  with  the  Launceflon  roao 
of  war,  fct  fail  from  Louiflx>urg,  in  Cape  Breton,  for  France,  with  the 
French  inhabiunts.  No  fooner  were  we  arrived  in  the  road  of  Roch- 
fort,  but  commodore  Mac  Namara,  in  a  fliip  of  feventy-four  ffuns, 
obliged  us  to  come  to  under  his  ftern.  We  obeyed  ana  fhewea  our 
pafljports,  which,  when  he  had  read,  he  inGfled  that  every  mafter  fiiould 
deliver  into  his  hands  his  particular  journal.  Some  looking  on  it  at 
an  unreafonable  demand,  with  refolution  oppofed  it,  but  were  confined 
in  irons  in  his  (hip  for  their  refufal.  Soon  after,  he  fent  for  me  : 
being  admitted  into  the  cabin,  he  ordered  me  to  fit  down  at  his  green 
table,  and  give  an  account  of  my  own  proceedings  in  writing;  which 
orders  I  readily  complied  with,  and  delivered  into  his  hands.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  it  he  told  me,  that  the  cartels  could  expcQ  no  favour  at 
Rochfort:  and  fincc,  he  was  informed  by  feveral  paflcngert,  that  I 
had  been  a  very  bufy  afiive  fellow  againft  the  intereft  of  his  moft 
chriflidii  niajeny  at  Louifbourg,  if  he  could  find  out  any  article  what- 
ever that  was  in  the  lead  contradictory  to  the  declaration  I  had  deli- 
vered he  would  fend  me  to  the  tower.  He  immediately  fent  on  board 
for  my  trunk,  and  infiQcd  on  my  giving  him  the  key.  I  did;  and  he 
took  out  all  my  papers,  and  read  them  over  in  the  firft  place.  After 
that,  he  broke  open  the  letters  dire£lrd  for  London :  thofe,  indeed^  he 
fealed  up  again,  and,  having  put  them  into  the  trunk,  difroifled  me> 
}ih  next  orders  were,  that  the  cartels  fliould  not  go  on  board  the 

Launcefies 
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year  1755,  when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Anfon, 
a  (hip  of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  thofe  put  into  commiflion 
at  Portfmouth  in  confequence  of  the  apprehended  rupture 
with  France.  In  this  (hip  he  failed  icon  afterwards  for 
North  America,  as  one  of  the  fleet  fent  thither  under  the 
orders  of  admiral  Bofcawen.  No  other  notice  is  taken  df 
him  till  the  year  1758,  when  he  commanded  the  Prince 
Frederic,  a  (hip  of  the  fame  rate  and  force  as  the  former, 
being  one  of  the  fleet  commanded  by  the  fame  admiral 
(Mr.  Bofcawen)  which  proceeded  againft  Louiiburg,  and 
proved  fuccefsful.  He  afterwards  was  promoted  to  the 
Cornwall,  of  feventy- four  guns;  in  which  we  believe  he- 
continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  war ;  after  which 
we  are  uncertain  whether  he  held  any  commiflfion  while 
he  continued  a  private  captain.  On  the  iSth  of  Odober, 
177b,  he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  jl9 
he  alfo  was,  in  fix  days  afterwards,  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  red.  He, was  immediately  fent  to  command  on 
the  Antigua  (lation,  where  he  continued  the  time  ufually 
allotted  for  the  duration  of  fuch  appointments. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  December,  1771,  a  moft 
dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  Antigua^ 
It  raged  with  fuch  violence  that,  before  daylight,  the 


Launccfton  on  any  pretCQce.  He  charged  us  likewiTe  nor  to  go  00 
(horc  :  and  gave  flri£l  orders  to  the  garrifon  to  watch  us  night  and 
day ;  and  in  cafe  any  of  us  atteinptcd  to  fet  foot  on  fhorc,  the  guard 
were  direfled  to  (hoot  us.  He  would  not  permit  a  boat  to  bring  us  the 
lead  fupply  of  any  kind ;  infomuch  that  wc  were  obliged  to  live  wholly 
on  fait  provifions,  and  drink  water  that  was  lopy  and  very  ofFcnfive 
to  the  fincll»  for  above  fix  weeks  fucccflively.  When  this  cruel  com* 
snodorc  fet  fail  with  his  fleet,  confifline  of  about  two  hundred  fail  of 
merchantmen,  and  fcven  men  of  war,  for  Hifpaniola,  another  as  cruel 
fupplied  his  place.  On  Sunday  eve  he  fent  out  a  yawl  with  orders 
for  all  the  cartels  to  unbend  their  fails.  We  did  as  direfted  ;  and  on 
Monday  muruing  his  men  came  in  their  long  boats  and  carried  all  our 
fails  on  (bore,  into  the  garrifon,  which  furprized  us  to  the  laft  degree, 
as  wc  had  been  detnined  fo  long  and  lived  in  expc61aiion  of  our  paff- 
ports  every  djy.  At  this  unhappy  junfturc  captain  Robert  Man, 
who  was  coTuniander  of  the  Launceflon,  was  taken  violently  ill  of  a 
fever;  and,  notwithftandin;:^  iuterceirion  was  made  that  he  might  be 
removed  on  fhorc,  as  the  noife  on  hoard  affcfted  his  head  too  much: 
yet  the  favour  was  inhumanly  denied  him,  and  to  evciy  officer  ia 
the  fhip  befidis.*' 

4  >vhole 
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Vvhole  town  was  reduced  lo  aflies,  except  a  few  buildings 
in  the  carenage,  near  the  court  and  cuitom-houfe,  wluch 
were  fortunately  prefervcd  merely  by  the  great  exertions  of 
the  officers  and  men,  fent  from  the  (hip  under  Mr.  Man's 
command.  Thisdreadlul  conflagration  took  place notwith- 
ftanding  every  poifible  effort  was  made  by  ifie  rear-admiral 
to  put  a  (lop  to  it.  Every  humane  attention  was  paid  by 
him  to  the  dillrcircsof  the  unfortunate fufferersjwhofcwantg 
he  endeavoured  to  alleviate  and  provide  for  by  every  poflible 
means  in  his  power.  Neverthelefs  there  were  fomeperfonc 
uiijuii  enougli  to  prefer  a  formal  complaint  againft  him 
to  tiic  admiralty-board  charging  him  with  iqifcondud,  and 
in  particular  with  having  iliewn  great  inattention  to  the 
diltrelVes  of  the  people.  His  defence,,  however,  inllantly 
quieted  fuch  Ihallow  ill-founded  murmurs,  it  appearing 
there  was  not  the  fmalleU  ihadow  of  rcafon  that  could  in 
any  degree  give  colour  to  fuch  a  report. 

On  the  3i(t  of  March,  1775,  Mr.  Man  was  advanced 
to  b^  vice-admiral  of  the  blue ;  as  he  was,  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1 776,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white.  Some 
time  previous  to  this,  however,  he  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand  on  the  Mediterranean  (lation,  on  which  occafion  he 
had  his  flag  on  board  the  Mcdway,  of  fixty  guns.  Though 
the  force  under  his  command  was,  as  is  cultomary,  in  time 
of  peace,  very  iniignificant,  he  had  addrefs  enough  to 
render  himfelt  highly  refpecled,  as  well  by  the  Spaniards, 
as  by  the  different  Barbary  Itates,  notwith (landing  two  or 
three  trivial  difputesoccurrcd,which  required  no  inconftder- 
uble  Ihare  of  firmnefs  and  management  foasto  enable  him 
to  maintain  his  own  proper  confequence*  He  returned  to 
England  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778,  and  did  not 
aiterwjrds  accept  of  any  command*,  fo  that  we  have  no* 
thing  iarther  to  relate  with  regard  to  him,  except  his  pro* 
ii.otions,  which  were  on  the  19th  of  March,  1779,  to  be 
vu  '--udir.iral  of  the  red  ^  and,  on  the  26th  of  September, 
I ;  So,  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue.  He  died  in  the  year  1783, 
rcv  crcd  and  loved  both  as  a  gentleman  and  a  commander. 


"*  In  the  month  of  April,  1779,  he  was  nominated  one  of  the 
lommifTioncrs  for  executing  the  ofiicc  of  lord  high  admiral,  but  qui t- 
-u  til-:  board  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  JSeptember  1780. 

MONTAGUE, 
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MONTAGUE,  The  Honourable  William,— was  the 
fecond  and  youngeft  Ton  of  EdWard  Kichard,  vifqpunt 
Hinchinbroke  %  and  his  ladv^  Elizabeth  Popham,  only 
daughter  to   Alexander  Popham,   of  Littlecote,    in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  efq.     Having  betaken  himfelf  to  the 
fea-fervice,  he  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
we  believe  under  captain  Robert  Longt.     This  gentle- 
man entertained  an  high  opinion  for  him ;  but  obferving  in 
him  a  too  gallant  fpirit,  which  at  times  rofe  to  an  appear- 
ance rather  romantic  for  a  moderate  and  prudent  man  to 
difplay,  diilinguiftied  him,  on  all  occaflons,  by  the  familiar 
appellation  of  his  Dragon.     He  was  promoted  by  com- 
modore Warren,  at  that  time  commander-in-chief  of  the 
expedition  againft  Louifburg,  to  be  captain  of  the  Mer<- 
maid,  his  commiflion  to  that  fhip  bearing  date  May  the 
^3d,  1 745  J.     He  was  the  perfon  afterwards  cho(en  to  be 
the  herald  of  the  fuccefs  to  England,  where  he  arrived,  after 
an  expeditious  paflTage,  on  the  2oth  of  July,  and  was  im- 
mediately appointed  to  the  Prince  Edward ;  as  he  was,  in  the 
month  of  July,  1746,  to  the  Briftol.     Hitherto  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  opportunity  of  manifefting  that 
natural  intrepidity  all  who  Knew  him  admit  him  to  have 
poffefled:  but  in  the  following  year,  he  then  commanding 
the  Briftol,  as  indeed  he  continued  to  do  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war,  was  prefeni  with  Mr.  Anfon  at  the 
defeat  and  capture  of  De  la  Jonquiere's  fquadroa,  and 
contributed  all  that  was  pofTible  for  him  towards  the  glo- 
rious fuccefs  then  obtained.     He  afterwards,  on  the  27th 
of  February,  1747,  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a  very 
valuable  French  regifter  fhip,  called  the  Union,  bound 
from  the  Havannah  to  Cadiz,  having  on  board  360,000 
dollars,  befidcs  a  valuable  cargo  of  cochineal,  cocoa,  and 
other  commodities.     In  1748  the  Briftol  was  taken  into 
dock  to  be  refitted,  and  when  completed  captain  Monta- 


•  Eldcfl  fon  to  Edward,  third  carl  of  Sandwich. 

t  See  Biog.  Nav.  vol.  iv.   p.  182. 

t  In  the  month  of  November  following  he  was  rctnricd  to  parlia* 
mcnt  as  one  of  the  reprcfcntatives  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  in 
ihc  room  of  W.  Mitchell,  efq.  dcccafcd  ;  and  at  the  cnfuing  cicflion 
was  chofcn  for  the  borough  of  Boffincy,  in  Cornwall. 

guc 


WAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.         4^i 

giie  was  re-appointed  to  her*.  He  remained  howe\'erin 
that  ^^^P  ^  very  fhort  lime,  and  was  fucceeded  by  captain 
John  Montague*  Some  indeed  doubt  whether  he  ever 
was  reappointed,  and  infift  it  is  a  miftake,  arifing  merely 
from  the  fimilitude  of  names.  About  the  year  1755  he 
commanded  the  Cumberland,  a  third  rate  j  at  firft  employed 
as  a  guard-ihip  at  Chathami 

No  public  mention,  after  the  time  lafl  ftafed,  is  made 
of  him  in  the  fervice,  from  which  he  was  fnatched  at  a 
very  early  period  of  his  life,  on  the  loth  tof  February, 
1757.  He  married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Francis  Nai- 
lour,  of  OfFord  Darcy,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  efa. 
but  died  without  ilFue.  The  whimfical  eccentricities  which 
pervaded  the  general  condudl  of  this  gentleman^  procured 
him,  both  in  and  out  of  the  fervice,  the  familiar  appcl* 
lation  of  Mad  Montague «  an  addition  more  frequently 
ufed  than  it  otherwife,  perhaps,  would  have  been,  in  order 
todiftinguiihhimfromcdpt.J.  Montague,  ofwhom  we  have 
hereafter  to  give  fome  account.     Some  of  thefe  anecdotes 

*  When  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  early  part  of  hit  life,  an 
affair,  very  difagrecable  co  captain  Montague,  unfortonatdy 
occurred ; — a  boat  pafling  his  (hip  in  the  nijght,  was  6red  at,  by  his 
order,  to  compel  it  to  bring  to,  fome  fulpicion  being  entertained 
that  there  were  French  people  on  board.  Through  inattention  or 
carelcfrnefs,  one  of  the  (hot  10  (ired,  Wounded  a  negro  in  the  leg  fo 
terribly  that  he  died  the  next  morning.  Mr.  Knowles  thought  pro- 
per to  fufpend  him  fiom  his  command  on  this  account}  and,  as  it  is 
faid,  not  only  refufcd  to  allow  him  a  court-martial,  but  alfo  the  pri* 
vilt'ge,  which  the  captain  earncftly  requefied,  of  Being  tried  by  the 
laws  of  the  iiland  of  Antigua,  where  the  unfortunate  accident  hap- 
pened. 

This  unjud  treatment  afterwards  underwent  a  legal  invefligation  } 
and  Mr.  Montaj^ue,  with  that  honourable  and  generous  eccentricity 
which  to  Orongly  marked  his  chara£ler,  was  contented  with  vindicn- 
ing  his  own  honoUr,  and  proving,  to  the  fatisfa£lion  of  the  court,  the 
ill  ufage  he  had  experienced;  for  though  it  was  fuppofed  very  coii(i* 
dcrable  damages  would  have  been  recovered  againil  the  admiral,  the 
trial  was  prevented  from  regularly  proceeding  to  an  end,  the  coanfcl 
for  Mr.  Montague  being  i!)iuu£icd  by  him,  to  declare,  he  would  be 
fatisfied  with  a  verdi£i  of  ten  guineas,  and  the  cofis  of  fuit.  The  fam 
recovered  .we  believe  to  have  been  afterwards  diftributcd  among  the 
pri Toners  in  the  marfhalfca. 

Mr.  Montague's  fuir  was  long  in  agitation,  and  not  finally  feitkd 
rill  the  month  of  June  1752. 

t  Some  accounts  fay  the  5th;  Mr.  Hardy  the  Utb. 

Vol.  V«  C  c  ar« 
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arc  almod  too  extravagant  for  belief;  but  we  ihall  venture 
to  relate  two  or  three,  which  we  have  received  as  authentic 
from  perfons  of  too  much  veracity  to  have  them  queftioncd 
for  a  moment.  — -  In  coming  up  the  Channel  during  the 
time  he  commanded  the  Briilol,  he  fell  in  with  a  very 
numerous  fleet  of  outward- bound  Dutch  merchant-men. 
He  fired  at  feveral  in  order  to  compel  them  to  brins 
tOy  a  meafure  authorifed  by  cuftom  and  his  general 
infirudions.  The  Dutch,  aided  by  a  fair  wind,  hoped 
by  its  afliftance  to  efcape  the  difagrceaUe  delay  of  being 
(carched  or  overhauled,  and  held  on  their  way :  captain 
Montague  purfued,  but,  on  overtaking  them,  took  no 
other  fatisfadion  than  that  of  manning  and  fending  out 
his  two  cutters,  with  a  carpenter's  mate  in  each,  ordering 
them  to  cut  off  twelve  of  the  uglieft  heads  they  could 
find  in  the  whole  fleet,  from  among  thofe  with  which,  as 
it  is  well  known,  thofe  people  are  accuftomed  to  ornament 
the  extremity  of  their  rudders.  .  When  thefe  were  brought 
on  board  he  caufed  them  to  be  difpofed  on  brackets  round 
his  cabin,  contrafting  them  in  the  mod  ludicrous  manner 
his  vein  of  humour  could  invent,  and  writing  under  them 
the  names  of  the  twelve  Csfars. 

Another  anecdote  is,  that  being  once  at  Lifbon,and  having 
got  into  a  night  affray  with  the  people  on  (hore,  he  received 
in,  the  fcume  what  is  ufually  termed  a  black  eye.  On 
the  fucceeding  day,  previous  to  his  going  on  more,  he 
compelled  each  of  his  boats  crew  to  black  with  cork  one 
of  their  eyes,  fo  as  to  refemble  a  natural  injury;  the  ftar- 
board  rowers  the  right  eye,  the  larboard  rowers  the  left^ 
and  the  cockfwain  both :  the  whimfical  etkSt  may  be 
eaftly  conceived. 

When  under  the  orders  of  fir  Edward  Hawke,  in  1755, 
he  folicited  permiflion  to  repair  to  town.  The  admind, 
aware  of  the  impropriety  of  luch  a  requeft,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wiihing  to  palliate  refiifal  by  impofing,  on  his  permif- 
fion,  a  condition  he  conceived  impollible  to  be  undertaken, 
even  by  a  man  of  Mr.  Montague's  harmlefs,  tho'  extrava- 
gant turn  of  mind,  jcflingly  faid,  **  The  complexion  of 
affairs  was  fo  ferious  that  he  could  not  grant  him  leave  to 
go  farther  from  his  fliip  than  where  his  barge  could  carry 
him."  Mr.  Montague,  not  to  be  foiled  or  abaflied,  is  faid 
to  have  immediately  repaired  to  Porlfinouih,  where  he  gave 

orders 
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orders  for  theconftru£lionofacarriageontri]ckSytobedrawn 
with  horfeSy  on  which  he  meant  to  row  his  barge ;  and  having 
previoufly  flored  it  with  provifions  and  neceflaries  requi* 
fite  for  fhrcc  days,  to  proceed  to  London.  Having  la(hed 
it  to  the  carriage,  the  crew  was  inftruded  to  imitate  the 
adion  of  rowing  with  the  fame  folemnity  as  if  they  had 
been  aGtusiWy  coming  into  the  harbour  from  Spithead.  Sir 
Edward,  as  it  is  faid,  received  intelligence  of  his  intention 
foon  after  the  boat  and  its  contents  were  landed,  and  imr 
mediately  fent  him  his  permiflion  to  proceed  to  London  in 
whatever  manner  he  thought  proper. 

A  variety  of  anecdotes  equally  ludicrous  migjht  be  ad«- 
duced,  but  the  foregoing  fpecimen  may,  not  improbably* 
be  deemed  fufficient. 

NOEL,  Thomas, — is  no  way  mentioned  till  his  pro- 
motion, on  the  1 2th  of  November,  1745,  to  be  captain  of 
the  Greyhound  frigate.  In  this  (hip  he  was  In  the  cnfuing  . 
year  employed  as  a  cruifer  off  the  coaft  of  Scotland^  aa 
occupation  in  which  he  fignalifed  himfelf  as  defcribed 
beneath*.  In  1748  he  commanded  the  Severn,  of  fifty 
guns.  No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  till  W9 
iind  him,  in  1756,  captain  of  the  Princefs  Louifa,  of  fixty 
guns,  one  of  the  ihipstzompofing  the  fquadron  onlered  to 

*  '*  Grcyhouadi  in  Alrois  Bay,  May  the  4ch,  1746* 

*'  Upon  my  arrival  here  from  Ireland,  I  was  ioformed  of  lord  Loi>« 
doun*s  being  at  Sky,  whither  I  went  to  offer  him  my  affiftance.  I  ait 
tempted  getting  to  the  northward,  but  wind  and  weather  wquld  oqt 
permit.  Upon  the  lit  inftant  I  had  an  account  of  two  large  fljips  be« 
ing  at  Loch  Nova.    The  next  isiorning  at  daylight  I  weighed,  in  com<' 

fany  with  the  Baltimore,  and  kept  plying,  thie  wind  being  contrary. 
n  the  evening  the  Terror  joined  me.  Neyt  morning  at  daybreak  w« 
Hood  in  for  tne  Loch,  and  a  little  f^ftcr  four  I  crofled  pretty  clolc  t<| 
the  commodore,  gave  him  a  broadfide,  and  then  fipod  on  to  the  other* 
The  (loops  followed  my  e;iample,  and  we  were  engaged  till  nin« 
o'clock,  when  our  mafts  and  rigging  were  fo  flatterea  that  the  floopi 
were  not  capable  of  keeping  under  rail,  which  waa  the  only  means  b^ 
which  we  conld  propofe  to  annoy  them  by,as  wewcre  inferior  totheip  Q 
ilrength.  One  of  (he  French  fliipa  carried  thirty  foorguD%  tmaUft 
four  of  which  were  nine- pounders.  The  other  carried  thirty-twO| 
twenty-two  of  which  were  nine-pounders.  Wherefore,  after  lying  at 
anchor  fomc  time,  and  having  repaired  our  damages  as  well  ai  we 
could,  we  made  fail  and  left  them,  and  are  now  refitting.  I  have  fiuu 
to  the  Furnace  and  Raven  to  join  mc  asfqon  as  po$Ue,  and  h9pc.M 
(ball  illll  bava  it  in  our  power  to  give  ^  better  accouai  j>C  tfafm." 

Cca  th* 
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the  Mediterranean  under  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.     tn 
this  fhip  he  unhappily  loft  his   lifcy  beine.  defperately 
wounded  ii)  the  encounter  with  monf.  De  GalUroniere  on 
the  J  9th  of  May.     He  died  on  the  5th  of  June  foUowiag. 
NUCELLA,  Timothy,  —  was  lieutonant  of  the  Pdrt 
Mahon  in  1740,  and  of  the  Marlborough  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Mathews's  encounter  with  the  French  and  Spanifli 
fleets  off  Toulon  ;  he  was  confequently  one  of  the  perfont 
ordered  home  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trials  which  tooK  place 
in  confequence  of  that  event.     Previous,  howcTcr,  to  this^ 
he  was  made  commander  of  the  Wolf  floop;  and  00 
the  1 2th  of  April,  1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  tfie 
Chichefter.     He  afterwards,   in    1746,   was   appointed 
to  the  York,  a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the 
fquadron    employed    in    the    Eaft    indies    under    Mr. 
Griflin ;  and  on  the  trial  of  that  gentleman  gave  tefti- 
/mony   rather   unfavourable  to  him,   declaring  in   prc- 
cife  terms,  '^  that  if  the  fquadron  had  been  under  his 
command  he  fhould  certainly  have  put  to  Tea  and  endea« 
voured  to  engage  the  enemy."     In  the  month  of  July 
1752,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Hind;  and  after 
having  ferved  fometime  in  Europe  in  that  (lation,  was,  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1755,  ordered  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea^ 
where  he  died  on  the  4th  of  April,  1756. 

NUTT,  Juftinian,  —  ferved  as  mailer  of  the  Cen- 
turion, under  Mr,  Anfon,  during  the  early  part  of  his 
▼oyage  round  the  world.  In  the  courfe  of  it  he  was 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  was  promoted, 
ill.  the  month  of  March  1745,  to  be  commander 
of  the  Taviftock  floop.  He  was  removed  from  this 
vcflcl,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  following,  to  be  captain  of  a 
imall  frigate,  called  the  Grand  Turk,  a  French  prize 
Jurchafed  into  the  fervice.  In  the  beginning  ot  the 
year  1748  he  commanded  a  fliip  of  fifty  guns,  faid  to 
have  been,  as  the  floop  juft  mentioned,  called  the  Tavi* 
ftock.  This  was  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  into  the  bay 
under  the  orders  of  rear-admiral  Hawke :  but  no  other 
particular  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  current 
year.  At  the  very  commencement  of  the  enfuing  he  was 
commiilioned  to  the  Anfon,  a  guard-fhip,  of  iixty-four 
guns,  ftationed  at  Portfmouth  ;  where,  in  the  month  of 
June  following,  he  was  one  of  the  members  compofing 
the  court-martial  held  on  captain  Obrien  Dudley,  captain 
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df  the  Cheder field,  and  on  thofe  fubfecjuently  heH  on. 
Couchman  the  lieutenant,  and  others,  who  had  piratically 
taken  pofleflion  of  that  fhip  when  the  captain  was  on  (horQ. 
No  farther  mention 'is  made  of  him  as  an  officer  il> 
adive  fervicc.  In  the  month  of  Auguft  174^  he  married 
Mifs  Cook,  a  young  lady  of  Winchefter,  with  whom  life 
is  faid  to  have  acquired  a  fortune  of  10,000 1.  In  the 
year  1754  he  quitted  the  fervice  altogether  on  being  ap- 

Eointed  one  of  the  captains  of  Greenwich-hofpital.    This 
onourable  retirement  he  did  not  long  live  to  enjoy^ 
dying  on  the  nth  of  December,  1758. 

OBRIEN,  Lucius, — was  the  fon  of  captain  Chrifto- 
pher  Obrien,  of  whom  fome  account  has  been  already 
given,  vol.  iv.  p.  48.     Having,  after  the  example  of  his 
father,  betaken  himfelf  to  a  maritime  life,  he  was,  about 
the  month  of  September  1740,  promoted  to  be  comman- 
der of  a  floop  ot  war :  he  was,  however,  only  commander 
adling  by  order,  for  almoft  immediately  afterwards  he 
returned  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  ferved  on  board  the 
Shrewftury  during  the  expedition  againft  Carthagena  in 
1 741.     He  fignakfed  himfelf  very  much  in  the  alTault  of 
the  Boca  Chica  caftle :  and  afterwards  in  the  attack  of 
the  Spanifh  admiral's  ihip,  the  Gallicia,  he  being,  as  is 
confidently  reported,  the  firft  perfon  who  boarded  her. 
After  this  we  find  him,  in  1744,  commander  of  the 
Portfmouth  ftorefhip.     He  was  from  this  vefTel  promoted, 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1745,  to  be  captain  of  the  Sheer- 
nefs  frigate;  in  which  veflil  he  was  immediately  after- 
wards ordered  to  thecoafl  of  Scotland.     In  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  April  following  he  had  the  happinefs  of 
efFefting  a  very  fignal  piece  of  fervice  by  the  re -capture 
of  the  Hazard  iloop  of  war,  which  had  been  made  prize 
of  by  the  rebels,  and  was  then  called  the  Prince  Charles. 
This  veflci,  after  repairing  to  France,  was  on  its  return 
from  thence  with  a  fum  of  money  for  the  payment  of  the 
rebel  forces,  and  a  confiderablc  number  of  veteran  officers 
from  the  French  fervice  to  head  and  direft  them,  both 
which  the  pretender's  party  flood  much  in  need  of. 

Captain  Obrien,  after  a  long  chace  of  nearly  fixty 
leagues,  drove  this  vefTel  on  fhore  upon  a  loyal  part  of  the 
coaft,  where  the  officers  and  crew  landing  with  the 
treafure  in  hopes  of  forming  a  junction  with  their  friends, 
were  all  of  them  captured,  together  with  the  wealth,  the 
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very  Tmews  of  wtr,  which  they  wi(he4  \o  prottfA.  Nor 
;i^a$  this  the  \rhoIe  of  Mr.  Obrien's  fuccefs,  for  a  few  dsm 
before,  he  had  taken  pofleflion  of  a  (hip  from  Bofton,  m 
)^ew  England,  which  having  fome  arms  and  ammunition 
6n  board,  was,  by  the  captain,  trcacheroufly  piit  into  pof- 
feflion  of  the  tebel  adherents  in  that  part  of  the  coiinirj* 
Ko  farther  mention  is  made  of  this  gentleman  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  difoover 
the  fervices  on  which  he  was  employed-,  or  the  names  of 
the  (hips  he  commanded,  except  that,  in  1746,  he  wai 
appointed  to  the  Colchefter.  We  remain  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  ignorance  concerning  him  during  the  whole  of  the 
peace  which  enfued,  nor  have  we  any  juft  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that,  in  that  period,  he  held  any  command.  At  the 
recommencement  of  the  war  with  France,  in  1756,  he  w$s 
again  appointed  to  the  Cokhcftcr,  of  fifty  guns,  in  which 
fhip,  having  the  Lyme,  a  twenty-gun  (htp>  conunanded 
by  captain  Edward  Vernon  in  company,  he  fell  in  with^ 
on  the  17th  of  May,  two  French  (hips  of  war,  one  called 
the  Aquilon,  of  fifty-eight  guns,  commanded  by  moniieur 
De  Maurville ;  and  the  Fidelle,  of  thirty-two  guns,  by 
monfieur  De  Litarduis.  Notwithftanding  the  fuperiority 
of  the  French,  the  Englifh  captains  did  not  decline  the 
conteA;  a  long  and  fpirited  encounter  took  place,  whicbt 
though  highly  honourable  to  the  latter,  did  not  end  fo 
fuccefsfully  as  their  gallantry  merited,  owing  to  the  diP- 
abled  (late  of  their  mafts  and  rigging  at  the  conclufton  of 
the  a£lion^,  a  circumdance  by  no  means  uncomoion 
in  encounters  of  this  nature. 

Notwith* 


*  No  particular  account  of  this  tranfadion  ever  having  been  ofiRcf- 
ally  publifhed,  w.c  have  thought  fit  to  add  the  following  letter,  writtco 
on  board  the  Colcbefler  foon  after  the  a^ion,  inafmuch  as,  though  i\. 
has  been  already  printed,  few  perfons  probably  may  have  feen  it,  and 
it  contains  a  complete  refutation  of  many  infamous  afpcrfions  atleinpte4 
to  be  raifcd  againfl  the  charaQer  of  Mr.  Obrien. 

**  Colchefter,  at  fea,  June  80,  1736. 

«*  The  Lyme,  captain  Vernon;  and  the  Colchcftcr,  captain  Obrieo» 
were  ordered,  by  admiral  Bofcawen,  from  the  fleet,  10  cruize  together 
on  the  coafl  of  orittany,  and  fcarce  a  day  pad  but  wc  either  burnt  or 
funk  fome  French  veffcl.  On  the  17th  of  May,  in  the  morning,  we  took 
e  Ffcnch  fnow  laden  with  deals  and  rcGn.  An  officer  was  fent  on  boan) 

to 
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Notwithftanding  the  affair  juft  mentioned  wa$  highly 
iionourable  to  the  commanders  concerned,  there  were  not 

wanting 

to  burn  her :  while  he  was  doing  it,  the  man  at  the  inaft^head  called 
down,  that  he  faw  a  fail  in  the  offing ;  upon  which  captain  Obrien 
bailed  captain  Vernon  and  defired  him  to  make  fail,  and  that  he  would 
follow,  wnich  be  did  with  all  the  fail  he  could  make*  So  foon  as  the 
•fficer  was  returned  from  burning  the  veflel,  and  our.boat  hoifted  io,  % 
fecond  (ail  was  efpied  by  the  roaQ  at  the  road-bead,  and  at  half  paft  eleven 
A.M.  we  difcovered  they  were  enemies,  as  ihey  alio  did  jit.tbe  fame  tim^ 
with  refped  to  us,  making  all  the  fail  they  poffibly  could  fet  to  ^et  froni 
Qs,  with  top-flallant  royals,]ower,  top-maO,and  top  gallant  (teering  faili^ 
keeping  all  mil.  Seeing  they  could  not  weather  us  00  the  other  cacl^ 
ibmetimet  they  bore  away  two  or  three  jpoints,  then  hauled  their  wind  ; 
but  finding  we  gained  on  them  hSt,  and  that  it  was  impoflible  to  efcape 
us,  they  (hortencd  fail  by  degrees,  till  tbev  were  under  their  three  topi* 
fails,  when  tbey  hoiOed  their  colours  and  Icept  clofe  together.  We  did 
the  fame ;  and  as  we  neared  them  faw  plainly  the  name  of  each  Oiip 
wrote  on  their  flern;  the  firft  called  La  Fidelle,  of  thirty-two  guns; 
tne  other  L'A^uillon,  of  fifty-eight,  which  we  counted  very  di(lin£Uy  ; 
the  latter  having  eleven  guns  below  on  a  fide,  twelve  on  her  upper 
deck^  four  on  her  quarter  deck,  and  two  on  her  forecaftle,  with  a  great 
number  of  men  at  fmall  arms  in  her  tops,  poop,  quarter-deck,  and 
forecaftle.  We  bad  a  clear  ftip  fore  and  aft,  and  every  thing  read/' 
for  allien,  with  colours  flying,  our  people  in  great  fpirits  save 
three  cheers,  as  did  the  LymcU  people  alfo.  The  French  indeedan- 
fwered  us,  but  h  was  very  faintly.  Our  captain's  intention  was  to 
have  gone  between  the  two  enemy's  fliips,  and  to  have  given  them  each 
a  broadfide :  but  they  kept  too  clofe  for  us  to  put  that  fcheme  in  ex- 
ecution ;  we  therefore  took  the  firft  of  the  Fidelle,  rcferving  ours  for 
the  Aquillon,  which  was  the  headroofl  (hip  :  and  at  half  an  hour  paft 
five  in  the  evening,  being  clofe  upon  her  weather  quarter,  Ihe  gave 
us  her  whole  broadfide  below  and  aloft,  as  did  the  ridclle  alfo  at  the 
fame  time.  We  immediately  returned  it  with  our  whole  fire  at  the 
Aquillon,  as  did  the  Lyme  at  the  other.  The  third  broadfide  we  receiv.* 
ed,  moft  unluckily  cut  our  tiller  rope,  great  part  of  the  fteering  wheel 
and  lead  trumpet,  fo  that  our  fliip  dire£ily  came  round  too :  upon  which 
the  Aquillon  put  b<:r  helm  hard  a  weather,  and  raked  us  fore  and  afu 
Perceiving  fomething  extraordinary  had  happened  on  board  us^thcy 
let  down  their  fore- fail  and  bore  away,  with  defign,  as  we  fuppofed,  to 
aflift  their  comrade,  thrn  warmly  engaged  with  theLymeat  fome  diftance: 
but  we  ibon  got  tackles  upon  our  tiller  below,  fiiivered  our  after  fails, 
put  our  helm  aport,  and  following  her,  got  between  the  two  ene- 
my's fiiips,  and  00  the  Aquillon's  lee  bow.  Steering  from  bow  to  bow* 
we  gave  her  five  fmart  broadfides,  moft  of  which  raked  her  fore  and 
aft,  and  fo  near  as  to  be  almoft  on  board  each  other  i  our  yard  arms 
very,  near  touching  hers.  We  then  exchanged  hand  granadoes  for 
fome  time  from  our  tops ;  and  one  of  hers  tallim;  on  our  forecaftle 
|)lcw  up  a  great  number  pf  mufl^et  cartridges,  but  happily  did  no  Ereat 
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wanting  thofe  who  infidioufly  and  wickedly  endeavourdl 
to  traduce  their  conduS,  more  particularly  that  of  Mr. 

Obricn* 

■^■— — — — ^^  I.I  1  . 

mtfchicf.  When  we  raked  her  (he  was  Hlent,  and  for  fome  ciine  di^ 
not  fire  a  gun;  her  enfign  being  foul,  our  people  gave  three  checri 
thinking  (nc  hacf  flruck ;  upon  which  the  Aquillon  put  her  helm  alee, 
hawled  up  her  forefail  (for  we  were  then  goine  large)  and  began  tb 
fire  again.  At  this  time  our  braces,  bowlings,  &c.  being  moft  ot  them 
fhot  aw^y,  we  got  down  our  fteering  fail  tacks  for  braces,  and  hawled 
iipon  a  wind ;  but  (he  gut  upon  the  weather  gage  of  us,  which  we 
could  never  after  recover.  We  now  reeved  a  new  tiller  rape,  but  it 
proved  too  (hort,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  reeve  the  mizeii-fheet  for 
a  tiller  rope,  and  put  a  luif  tackle  in  lieu ;  we  continued  engaging 
about  point  blank  mufkct  fhot  (the  Lyme  and  Fidelle  alfo  flill  engaged, 
but  at  a  confiderahle  diOance  from  us).  The  great  quantity  ottnr 
fhot,  pieces  of  old  iron  bars,  &c.  which  the  French  fired  in  upon  us^ 
tore  our  fails  and  riji^inj;;all  to  (hatters,  our  mizzen  top-fail  was  down, 
the  fhects,fioppers  and  flings  entirely  (hot  away,  and  the  mizzen  all  in 
Tags.  In  fhoit,  every  thing  was  fo  torn  and  cut  to  pieces,  that  wt 
bad  not  the  fhip  under  the  leafl  command  ;  luckily  for  us,  it  was  fin^ 
weather  and  fuiooth  water,  or  we  muO  have  lufl  all  our  mafls,  they  being 
Very  much  wounded,  and  fcarcc  a  whole  fhroud  left  to  fccurc  them. 
"We  faw,  before  dark,  two  of  the  AquiIIon*s  ports  beat  into  one,  and 
•bout  ten  o'clock  feveral  great  cxploiions  on  board  her.  We  were  fo 
Tiear  that  the  wads  from  each  fhip  fell  on  the  deck  on  fire  j'and  one 
from  her  guns  came  into  an  upper  deck  port  of  ours,  beat  a  cartridge 
of  powder  out  of  the  man's  hand  th;it  was  going  to  put  it  into  the  gun; 
it  let  fire  to  fome  others,  and  blew  up  all  the  people  near  that  guti 
in  a  terrible  manner.  Other  wads  fer  fire  to  our  hammocks  on  the 
poop,  but  it  was  happily  foon  extinguifhed.  Thus  wc  continued  to 
engage  till  half  pnH  twelve  at  night,  when  the  Aquillon  hawled  pn 
board  her  fore  tack,  fet  all  the  fail  fhe  could,  kept  clofe  upon  a  wind, 
and  left  us  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  it  w;)s  impoffible  for  us  to  follow  her. 
The  Lyme  and  Fiddle  had  left  off  engaging  about  an  hour  and  half 
before  us.  Befidcs  the  (battered  condition  of  our  fails,  mafb  and 
xigging,  wc  received  feveral  fhot  between  wind  and  water;  and  were 
obliged  to  turn  our  people  from  the  guns  to  pump  fliip.  for  we  made 
four  feet  water  an  hour,  and  heeled  fliip  to  (top  our  leaks  with  plugs 
and  tallow.  All  the  remaining  part  of  the  ni^ht  and  next  day  we 
were  employed  in  knotting,  fplicing,  and  reeving  new  rigging,  and 
bending  other  fails.  Our  odicers  and  men  behaved  w  ell  and  in  h\fh 
fpirits  during  the  whole  cugjigcmem;  but  our  guns  were  very  weakly 
ITianoed,  our  people  being  obliged  to  help  each  other  to  nin  them  out 
when  loaded,  and  were  all  very  much  fatii;uefl,  hTving  bctn  up  ihlrty- 
fvc  hours.  We  had  no  more  than  four  men  killed  on  the  fpoi,  and 
thirty-five  wounded,  fevcriil  of  whom  nrr  finr*-  dead  of  their  wounds, 
pnd  others  not  cxfjefled  to -ecovtr.  Tiic  A(;uillon  'by  the  account 
'we  have  of  n  Ddnifi;  fji'p  fioni  Fr.incc)  h  'd  upwards  of  fixty  killed  and 
'^£^at  number  wcuucJcd.  and  went  i;ito  Rochiort  with  great  diffirultv', 
*  '  '    •  bciiig 
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Obrien.  They  ftrove  to  inculcate  an  opinion  that,  terri. 
fied  by  the  fiiperiority  of  the  enemy,  he  ftrove  to  avoid 
%he  conteft,  which,  had  it  been  vigoroufly  and  ably  con* 
du(^ed,  would  undoubtedly  have  ended  in  the  capture  of 
both  the  enemy's  (hips.  Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the 
truth;  he  is  Known  to  have  expreifed,  from  the  firft 
moment  of  difcovering  the  fuppofed  fuperioriiy  of  the 
antagonifts,  the  higheft  fatisfaaion  at  the  profpeft  of 
gaining  honour  from  that  circumftance ;  and  was  fo  bent 
on  having  the  adion  continued  even  to  the  laft  extremity, 
that  he  told  the  firft  lieutenant,  *•  You,  fir,  as  next  to  mo 
in  command,  muft  take  charge  of  the  (hip  in  cafe  I 
fhould  be  killed  in  the  adion,  or  fo  wounded  as  to  be 
obliged  to  quit  the  deck.  My  pofitive  orders  arc,  that 
you  never  fufFer  the  colours  to  be  ftruck,  while  there  re- 
mains a  poflibility  of  keeping  the  (hip  above  water."  la 
1757  he  accompanied  commodore  Stevens,  in  his  way  to 
India,  as  far  as  St.  Helena;  from  whence  he  returned 
back  to  England,  we  believe  with  a  convoy. 

This  gentleman  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Eflex, 
of  fixty-four  gims;  in  which  fhip  we  find  him,  in  1759, 
ferving  in  the  main  or  Channel  fleet  under  the  orders  of 
fir  £dw.  Hawke.  After  having  borne  a  ftiare  in  the  me> 
morable  defeat  of  the  marquis  de  Conflans,  in  the  month  of 
November,  being  on  the  following  day  ordered,  by  fignal 
from  the  admiral,  to  purfiie  the  Soliel  Royal,  which, 


being  much  fhattered  in  her  hull.  The  dtfproporcion  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  between  us  and  the  French  may  be  eafily  accounted  for* 
by  coiiGdcring,  that  it  is  their  continual  pradice  to  hre  at  our  mafU 
and  rising,  in  order  lodifable  our  (hins  that  way,  and  that  chey  have 
£cncralir  almoft  double  the  number  ot  men.  In  this  aBion  we  fired 
upwards  offorty  broadfides,  all  well  expended:  not  a  fingle  gun  fired,biit 
fu  near  as  to  do  execution  on  the  enemy  wherever  it  tooK  place,  Mod 
every  thicg  cooducled  with  as  litiie  noife  and  cotifulion  u  iiofhUc 
djrinjg  the  whole  ergagcmenr,  which  was  full  Hx  hours  juic  iial:. 
^f'.'zT  triis  it  might  he  cxpccltd  wc  (bould  immediately  bav<^.  Lcciec 
for  forr.c  port,  ;as  wc  find  the  Lyme  did)  but  our  captain  juo^  * 
zTi-i'^r  the  dutv  of  an  officer  10  do  bis  utmoft  to  rejoin  his  aUn  «r«  , 
:.  v.  c\c,  and  bad  the  csrpcntcfs  from  every  (bip  in  i«e  igrc  ^l 
:>  (•  .r  TT.a.''.^,  vards,  &c.  and  rtpajr  our  hull;  when  we  haai^  i^ix.im^z 

'"■?:.  Lppiv  c'  f^vre^  ai:d  axmur;ilior,  I  do  fupp&I-.  wi 
^  ,:  "..r:  limc  firii  :r:cr.icc:  fo;  our  cruize." 
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under  cover  of  the  night,  had  anchored  in  the  midft  of 
rlie  Britifli  fleet,  in  attempting  to  execute  thefe  orders  the 
Eflex  unfortunately  ran  on  a  (hoaU  called  the  Fotir, 
where,  notwithstanding  every  poiGble  affiftance  was  given^ 
{he  was  totally  loft ;  a  part  of  the  (lores,  and  the  whole  of 
the  crew  were,  however,  taken  on  board  different  fhips  of 
the  fquadrou,  except  one  boat,  with  a  lieutenant  and  as 
many  of  the  crew  as  it  could  contain,  which  was  driven 
on  tne  French  coall,  where  they  were  made  prifoners. 

Captain  Obrien  was  early  in  the  enfuing  year  appointed 
to  the  Temple,  of  feventy  guns.  He  was  ordered  almoA 
immediately  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  having  the  Griffin,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  under  hi$ 
orders,  he  diilinguiftied  himfelf  yery  particularly  in  the 
attack  and  capture  of  a  confiderable  number  ot  French 

Srivateers,  which  he  cut  out  from  under  the  guns  of 
fartinico.  The  following  are  the  leading  circumftances 
of  the  event :  having  received  information  that  the  Virgin, 
formerly  a  Britiih  iloop  of  war,  and  three  privateers  car- 
rying twelve  guns  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  each,  wqre  in  Petit  Havre  bay,  he  proceeded  thither, 
in  company  with  the  Griffin,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  captain 
Taylor,  and  after  a  brifk  attack,  which  continued  (eveiai 
hours,  fucceeded  in  cutting  them  out,  notwithftanding 
they  were  protefted  by  three  forts,  one  mounting  eight 
twenty- four  and  thirty-two  pounders;  a  fecond  having  fix 
twelve  and  eighteen  pounders;  and  a  third,  which  flanked 
the  entrance  of  the  bav,  with  two  batteries  mounting 
two  guns  each.  The  torts  themfelves  were  totally  de* 
moliihed,  their  defences  being  beaten  down  into  the  Tea. 
Not  content  with  this  Aicccfs,  they  afterwards  attacked 
another  fort  on  the  fame  ifland,  mounting  fix  twenty-four 
pounders,  without  much  difficulty  they  completely  de- 
ll ro^'ed  it,  and  carried  ofF  three  more  flout  fhips  which  de- 
pc  Hi  led  on  it  for  proteflion.  To  crown  the  whole,  on 
tht'i:  return  ihcy  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  thirteen  vi<5luallers, 
v'Inc'i  they  captured  and  carried  into  Antigua  with  them, 
having;  had  only  two  men  killed  and  eight  wounded  during 
this  vt^ry  fuccefsful  though  fhort  expedition. 

Wifhing  to  return  to  Europe  towards  the  conckifion 
of  the  war,  he  removed  into  the  Woolwich,  of  forty. four 
guns ;  and  arrived  at  Spithead  in  the  month  of  September 

J  762, 
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1 762,  with  Gomftiodore  fir  James  Douglas  and  a  convoy** 
He  docs  not  appear  to  have  held  any  farther  command 
till  the  year  1768^  when  he  was  commiflioned  to  tho 
Solebay  >  a  cruiring  frigate  of  twentv-eight  guns.  Previous^ 
however^  to  this  he  had,  in  1766,  a  peniion  of  150L  a 

irear  fetflcd  on  him^  in  addtuon  to  his  half-pay, ^e  having 
oft  the  uie  of  his  right  arm*  On  the  i8th  of  OAober^ 
1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white; 
but  did  not  ioM  furvive  his  promotion,  dying  on  the  17th 
of  December  foHowing,  though  Mr.  HaiSy  aflerts  on 
the  13th  of  July  in  the  enfuing  year. 

ORME9  Richard.— *  We  know  nothing  of  this  gentle^ 
nun  previous  to  his  advancement,  on  the  aoth  of  Auguft, 
1745,  to  be  captain  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  at  that  time 
the  Guardihip  at  the  Nore«  -  In  the  month  enfuing  we 
fm  J  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  members  of  the  court* 
martial  held  on  board  the  London,  at  Chatham,  for  the 
trial  of  the  capuins  charged  with  miibehaviour  in  the 
battle  fought  off  Toulon ;  as  he  alfo  was,  in  1746,  of  that 
held  for  the  triah  of  the  admirals.  No  farther  mention 
being  made  of  him,  we  are  unacquainted  not  only  with 
the  tubfequent  fervices  on  which  he  was  employed,  but 
even  of  the  fliips  he  commanded*  We  only  know  him 
not  to  have  been  in  commiflion  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
war,  and  to  have  died  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1764. 

RICH,  Edward.^- We  find  this  gentleman,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1743,  commander  of  the  Baltimore  floop 
of  war.  He  was  ordered  out  in  the  month  of  December 
on  a  cruife  off  Oporto;  and  when  on  his  pafTage  to  the 
appointed  flation,  fell  in  with  and  captured  a  Spanifh  pri« 
vateer,  mounting  fix  carriage  and  fourteen  fwivel  guns. 


*  To  the  fafety  and  prefervatioo  of  which  he  paid  pariicubr  atten* 
tion,  an  atteotion,  it  ibould  feem,  ill  requited,  as  appears  by  the 
ioliowing  letter  to  the  fecretary  to  the  admiralty. 

'*  I  am  forry  I  have  gccafion  Co  fay  it,  but  (ince  I  hare  been  in  the 
fervice,  and  this  is  the  thirteenth  convoy  1  have  been  with  this  war,  I 
never  faw  inaAera  of  merchants  (hips  oehave  fo  ill,  and  with  fuch 
diiregard  to  Ggnals  and  his  oiajefly'a colours;  fo  that,  with  cheaffiftanlice 
of  the  Crcfcent  and  FaUtland,  we  could  not  keep  them  in  order;  nor 
did  they  ever  obey  a  fignal  that  was  not  repeated  more  than  once. 
The  gunner's  espenc^  will  (bow  how  grtat  has  beeo  the  confmnptioB 
of  powder.*' 

■  He 
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He  remained  on  the  fame  flation  feveral  months,  and  is 
the  month  of  July  didinguiihed  himfelf  highly  in  an  en- 
counter with  a  French  privateer  of  equal  force*.  He 
Yfzs  foon  after  his  return  to  England,  that  is  to  fay,  on  die 
28th  of  January,  I74S>  promoted  from  the  Baltimore  Id 
be  captain  of  the  Bridgewater,  of  twenty  guns.  We  have 
no  farther  inteilieence  concerning  this  gentleman,  ezc^ 
what  we  derive  from  a  memorandum  auiixed  to  his  name 
in  Mr,  Hardy's  lift  of  naval  captains.  By  that  we  ate 
informed  that  he  quitted  the  Bridgpwater  in  a  manner  by 
no  means  corred,  or,  as  Mr.  Hardy  exprefles  himfelf, lan 
away  from  that  fliip;  but  afterwards  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  Milford.     He  died  in  England  on  the  26th  oC 

July,  I7S3- 

.    ROSE  WELL,  Henry,— was,  on  the  2ift  of  July, 

1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Lively.  Xhisg^n* 
tleman  is  in  the  fame  predicament  with  many  others 
already  mentioned,  in  reipcQ.  to  our  total  want  of  infor- 
mation relative  to  him.  We  know  him  only  to  have 
been  employed  during  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  war,  and  not  to  have  attained  to  the  rank  of  a  flag- 
officer  even  on  the  fuperannuated  lift.  He  died  on  w 
9th  of  May,  177  K  9  ftill  continuing  on  the  lift  of  captains, 
though  fenior  to  many  who  had  been  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  admirals. 

ROUS,  John.  —  This  gentleman  was  by  birth  an 
American ;  and  having  rifen  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  quitted  for  a  time  his  majefty's  fervice  and  lock 
the  command  of  a  private  fliip  of  war  fitted  out  from 
New  England.     We  have  not  been  able  to  colled  any 


*  Of  which  the  following  particulars  arc  given  officially. 

**  Being  on  a  cruifc  off  Oporto  on  the  8th  of  July,  he  wau  chafed 
by  a  fnow,  but  coming  almoQ  within  gun-fhor,  and  perceiving  the 
Baltimore  not  to  be  a  mcrchant-lhip,  (he  bawled  her  windw  Cape.  Rkk 
however  outfalled  her  fo  much,  that  in  an  hour  he  came  within  pifloU 
iliot  of  her  and  Bred  a  fhot  to  bring  her  to,  which  (he  anfwercd  with 
a  broadfide.  Captain  Rich  then  ran  alongfide  of  her,  and  after  aa 
engagement  of  two  hours,  yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  (be  ftrttck  ha 
colours.  She  proved  a  Fre.nch  fnow  privateer  of  ten  carnage  caas, 
four-poundcrs.  arid  ninciy-Gx  men.  She  is  called  the  Nymph,  fitted 
niu  from  Bourdcaax,  Abraham  Vernueil  commander.  The  Baltimore 
had  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded,  and  the  prize  bad  fifteen  kilkd 
uijJ  "Aoui'dcd."  ,  .     , 

fubfe- 
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fubfequent  information  concernitig  him,  except  that  hav- 
ing diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  this  occupation  fo  highly,  a$ 
to  attraft  the  notice  of  fir  Peter.  Warren,  who,  in  1745^ 
Was  commodore  of  the  armament  fent  againft  Louifburg ; 
he  was  by  him  promoted  to  be  a  commander  in  the  navy,- 
and,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1745,  advanced  to  be 
captain  of  the  Shirley  galley.  This  veflel  was  the  fame 
he  had  before  commandecLas  a  privateer ;  it  was  afterwards 
hired  into  the  fervice  as  an  armed  (hip  on  the  floop  edab- 
lifliment;  and,  laftiy,  put  on  the  higher  footing  of  a  poft- 
(hip,  or  frigate. 

Immediately  after  peace  had  taken  pl^ce  we  find  a 
gentleman  of  the  fame  name  appointed  captain  of  the 
Albany  floop.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable  he  was  the 
fame  perfon,  for  many  indances  occur  of  a  poft  captain 
having,  in  time  of  peace,  accepted  of  fuch  inferior  com- 
miilions.  In  1755,  on  the  profpeft  of  a  rupture  with 
France,  and  being  then  captain  of  the  Succefs,  a  (hip  of 
twenty-two  guns,  he  was  ordered  t6  North  America,  and 
diftingui(hed  himfelf  very  highly  in  the  naval  department 
of  an  expedition,  made  againft  the  French  fettlement  of 
Bcaufejour,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Monkton. 

In  the  month  of  July  he  was  equally  fortunate  in  a 
fecond  cnterprize,  conduced  by  himfelf  only,  againft  the 
French  fettlements  on  St.  John's  river*.  We  believe 
him  to  have  continued  on  the  American  ftation  a  con(i- 
dcrable  time,  as  we  find  him,  in  1757,  employed  in  the 


•  Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  dated  July  the 

i8ih,  1755. 

*'  The  French  have  abandoned  their  fort  at  St.  John's  River,  and 
as  far  as  in  their  power  demolifhed  it.  As  foon  as  the  forts  upon  the 
Iflhmus  were  taken,  captain  Rous  failed  from  thence,  with  three 
twenty-gun  (hips  and  a  floop  to  look  into  St.  John's  River,  where  it 
was  reported  there  were  two  French  (hips  of  thirty-fix  guns  each.  He 
anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  fent  his  boau  to  reconnoitre  3 
they  found  no  fliips  there ;  but  on  their  appearance  the  Freitch  burft  their 
cannon,  blew  up  their  magazine,  burned  every  thing  they  could  be* 
longing  to  the  fort,  and  marched  off.  The  next  morning  the  Indiant 
invited  captain  Rous  on  (bore,  gave  him  the  ftrongefl  afltirances  oi 
their  defirc  to  make  peace  with  the  £ngli{h;  and  pleaded,  in  their 
behalf,  that  they  had  refufed  to  aflift  the  French  upon  thiioccafioa» 
though  earneftly  prefled  by  them.  Some  of  their  chiefs  are  expcQcd 
at  Halifax  in  a  few  days.'* 

4  iamt 
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fame  (hip  under  Mr.  Holburne;  who»  imimdiaiely  after 
his  arrival  on  that  (lation»  fent  him  out  for  the  purpofeof 
colleding  intelligence  *  relative  to  the  fituation  and  force 
of  the  French  fleet  at  Louifburg.  Immediately  after  bis 
return  into  port  he  removed  into  the  Wincheifca,  of 
twenty^four  guns.  He  returned  to  England  at  the  cte- 
cluiion  of  the  year,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Sutherlandi 
of  fifty  guns,  one  of  that  mqre  fuccefsful  annament  fent 
in  the  year  following,  againft  Louifburg,  under  the  fame 
commander ;  and  is  mentioned  as  having  been  ordered  out 
from  Halifax,  previous  to  the  failing  of  the  fleet,  irith 
inflru3ions  to  reconnoitre  Louiiburg  harbour.  He  be- 
haved oa  this  as  well  as  all  former  occafions  with  the 
higheft  credit  to  himfclf,  fo  that,  although  the  fervices  on 
which  he  was  employed  were  fair  from  the  moft  enviabk, 
no  man  acquired  a  fairer  reputation  both  for  gallantry 
and  general  condu£t.  No  particular  mention  is  made 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  employed  during  the 
year  1759 ;  nor,  indeed,  have  we  been  able  to  colIeA  any 
other  intelligence  concerning  him,  except  that  he  died  at 
Portfmouth  on  the  3d  of  April,  1760,  naving  continqed 
captain  of  the  Sutherland  till  that  time. 

SP&Y,  Sir  Richard,  -^  was,  in  the  year  1744,  com- 
mander of  the  Comet  bomb-ketch.  He  was  advanced 
from  that  veiFcl,  on  the  23d  of  September,  174-5,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Cheller,  of  fifty  guns.  He  continued  in 
the  fame  command  till  the  year  1750,  or,  perhaps,  a  fiill 
later  period ;  and,  in  1747,  was  ordered  to  the  Eail  Indies 
with  Mr.  Bofcawen,  who  then  proceeded  on  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Pondicherry. 

*  Of  which  drcumftance  we  have  the  following  particulars  in  aa 
acconnc  pablifhed  of  rhe  expedition. 

**  On  the  15th  of  Jul/  chc  following  (hips  were  fent  out ;  the 
Soccefs,  of  twenijr-two  guns,  captain  Rous;  the  Elphingham,  of 
twenty;  and  the  Sipecdwell,  of  twelve,  with  one  of  trie  bed  failiiw 
tranfports.  It  is  faid  their  orders  were  to  fend  the  tranfport  veflel  ai 
near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  as  pofTible,  who  might  fei|^n  hcrfelf  to 
be  a  priae  and  decoy  a  pilot,  with  whom  (he  (hould  immediate)? 
return  to  the  general  and  admiral ;  or,  if  (he  (hould  be  difcovered  and 
chaced,  the  (nips  of  war  in  the  offing  might  get  between  the  eneny 
^od  (he  land,  and  probably  make  a  prize  in  order  to  obtain  iniel* 
iigeoce." 

Some* 


NAVAL  OFnCERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.        415 

Sometime  after  his  return  to  England,  that  is  to  fa^r,  in 
the  year  17549  he  was  appointed  to  the  Gibraltar,  of 
twenty  guns.  Before  the  concluiion  of  the  year  he  failed 
for  America,  with  commodore  Keppel;  and  was  fent 
home,  in  the  month  of  March  following,  with  intelli- 
gence of  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  convoy,  and  the  general 
Hate  of  affairs  in  that  country^  tie  was  immediately  pro- 
moted to  the  Fougeux,of  fixty-ibur  guns,and  ordered  again 
for  America  with  the  fquadron  commanded  by  Mr.  Bof- 
cawen.  He  remained  there  during  the  winter,  being  left 
commanding  officer  of  a  fmall  fquadron  at  Halifax,  fta- 
tioned  there  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  Louifburg,  an4 
the  movements  of  the,  French  in  that  quarter.  By  a  pru- 
dent difpofition  of  his  force,  that  port  was  much  ftreight- 
ened,  and  a  number  of  important  prises  were  taken,  in 
particular  three  valuable  tranfports,  with  (lores,  provifions 
and  ammunition,  and  the  Arc-en-ciel,  a  (hip  of  fifty  gims. 

He  was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Orford,  and  in 
1757  ferved  on  the  fame  ftation  under  Mr.  Holburne;  as 
he  alfo  did  in  the  following  year  with  Mr.  Bofcawen, 
who  was  more  fuccefsful  than  his  predeceflbrs  had  been, 
having  effeded  the  complete  redu^ion  of  the  important 
fortrefs  of  Louiiburg.  He  continued  in  the  Orford 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  but  was,  unhappily  for 
him,  employed  on  fervices  and  ftations  fo  unconfequential, 
that  very  little  material  mention  is  made  of  him.  In  1 760  he 
commanded  one  of  the  fmall  fquadrons  (Rationed  in  rota- 
tion, off  the  coaft  of  France,  to  watch  the  motions  of  thofe 
ihips  which  had  efcaped  at  the  defeat  of  Conflans. 

His  conduft  and  adivity  on  this  occafion  was  highly' 
noticed;  and  on  the  i6th  of  March,  1 761,  he  was  in  con- 
fequence  introduce<!,  at  St.  James's,  to  his  majefty,  by 
whom  he  was  moil  gracioufly  received.  His  occupation 
during  the  years  1761  and  2  was  exa£lly  fimilar ;  it  was 
marked  alfo  by  the  fame  attention  to  his  duty,  and  diftin* 
gui(he(l  by  the  fame  honourable  applaufe  from  his  fove- 
reign  and  his  countrymen.  After  the  conclu(ion  of  the  wai^ 
in  1 763,  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Fubbs  yacht.  In  the 
month  of  June  1766,  he  was  appointed  commodore  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  fmall  fquadron  ftationed-iathe 
Mediterranean,  having  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the 

Jerfey. 
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Jerfey.     He  continued  on  that  ftation  employed  in  tht 
fame  uninterefting  manner  as  fquadrons  in   that  quarter 

fenerally  are,  till  the  end  of  the  yean  769;  when,  having 
eld  it  for  the  term  ufually  allotted,  he  returned  to  £1^- 
land,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  8th  of  NovembCTi 
having  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fpecie  on  board,  ai 
remittances  from  the  merchants  in  that  quarter. 

On  the  1 8th  of  O^lober,  1770,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame 
month,  to  be  rear  of  the  white.  In  1772  he  "was  ap« 
pointed  to  command  a  fmall  fquadron,  conflfting  of  feven 
fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates*,  ordered  to  be  equipped 
for  fcrvice  in  confequence  of  the  cncreafed  armaments  on 
the  parts  of  France  and  Spain,  but  which,  as  it  may  be 
well  remembered,  produced  no  confequences  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  ferious.  In  the  enfuing  year  he  held  a 
command  in  the  fleet  affembled  at  Portfmouth,  and 
reviewed  there  by  his  majefty  in  the  month  of  June.  On 
this  occafion  he,  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood ;  and  afterwards,  though 
in  common  with  the  red  of  the  flag  oflicers  and  cap- 
tains employed  on  tliat  occafion,  received  his  majefty's 
mod  gracious  thanks  for  his  afliduity  and  attention.  Off 
the  3iil  of  March,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  red.  This  promotion  he  unhappily  4id  not 
lone;  fnr\'ivc,  dying  at  his  feat,  in  Cornwall,  on  the  ift 
of  December  following. 

This  gentleman  polfclfcd,  in  a  very  remarkable  degree, 
a  fingular,  though,  on  fome  occalions,  rather  difagreeable 
turn  of  humour,  he  was  extremely  fond  of  perfuading 
thofe,  who  were  credulous  enough  to  confide  in  him 
to  the  belief  of  (lories  fo  romantic  r.s  to  excite  univerfat 
laughter  at  the  recital  of  them  ;  and  to  cncreafe  the  ridi- 
cule againft  thofc  whom  he  fo  ftrangcly  impofed  upon, 
he  always,  when  called  upon  to  juflity  his  account,  was 
accuftomed  to  deny,  not  only  that  lie  never  had  rektted 


•  The  fquadron  under  his  Immediate  command  conGfted  of  dK 
Ocean,  Terrible,  Royal  Oak,  Ccntaurj  Albion,  Riifonablc,  Worceflcr 
Thames  and  Cerberus.  ' 
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*  fuch  rircumfhmcesy  but  that  he  had  never  even  heard  of 
them;  ;  nd  that  the  perfon  who  quoted  him  muft  bd 
miilakei..  The  ridiculous  temporary  tfkSt  produced  by 
this  cond:  fl,  which  certainly  was  never  intended  as  any 
other  than  an  innocent  jc&,  though  probably  of  rather 
too  ferious  a  kind,  can  better  be  conceived  than  de- 
fcribcd. 

STANHOPE,  Sir  Thomas,-*-was  a  defcendant  from 
the  very  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Stanhope,  of  which 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to  make  fome  mention  t. 
He  was,  on  the  i2th  of  July,  17459  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Bridgewater;  fome  accoimts  (late,  though  we 
believe  erroneoufly,  the  Sheemefs;  and  others,  among 
which  is  that  of  Mr.  Hardy,  equally  deficient  in  correoE 
ftatement,  aflfert  the  Heflor.     No  other  mention  is  made 
of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  except  that, 
about  the  month  of  February,  1748,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Fougeux,  of  fixty-four  guns,  a  (hip  taken,  in  the 
month  of  October  preceding,  by  the  fquadron  under  rear- 
admiral  Hawke.    This  veflel  was  retained  in  commifGon 
as  a  guardfliip  after  the  conclulion  of  the  war :  and,  in 
1749,  we  find  him  one  of  the  members  compofing  the 
court-martial  held  at  Portfraouth,  on  board  the  Invincible, 
for  the  trial  of  capt.  Obrien  Dudley,  lieut.  Couchman,  and 
others.  Capuin  Stanhope  continued  in  the  Fougeux  during 
the  ufually  allotted  period  of  three  years ;  and,  after  he  had 
for  fome  time  quitted  that  command)  was  appointed  to  the 
Edinburgh,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the  mips  put  into 
commifFion  at  Plymouth,  in  February,  iJSSf  ^'^  confe  • 
quence  of  an  apprehended  rupture  with  France. 

He  afterwards  accompanied  Mr.  Holburne  to  LouiC* 
burg  when  that  officer  was  ordered  thither,  in  the  month 
of  May  enfuing,  with  a  reinforcement  to  Mr.  BofcawcD.^ 

■  ■■■■  ■■■■.■■  ■■      ^il  ■!  !!■■       ■II..I.      ■!  11^      ...        ■       ■     ^1 

*  A  fingular  inftance  of  thii  has  been  related  to  us.  He  jMrfaadci 
a  lady,  who  is  dill  livine,  and  it|  according  to  the  public  opiiuoi}^  very 
juftly  ranked  in  ibe  firn  clafs,  as  a  woman  of  high  judgement,  fenfe, 
and  undcrftanding,  that  he  had  fcen  a  fcaman  hold  the  end  of  a  large 
ball  of  packthread  in  one  hand,  and  with  »hc  other  throw  the  ball 
itfclf  perpendicularly  into  the  air  with  fo  much  force,  that  the  whole 
of  it  ihould  unroll.  The  concluGon  of  the  flory  was  couCoaant  te 
that  trait  in  his  chara£ler  which  we  have  above  deicribad. 

t  Sec  vol.  iii,  p.  302,  *    ^ 
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and  waS|  not  long  after  his  return,  appointed  to  A« 
Swiftrure,  of  feventy  guns.  In  this  Ihip  he  was  emplof* 
ed,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  17589  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sationi  under  the  orders  of  Nf  r.  Ofborne ;  aod  waf 
one  of  the  commanders  difpatched  in  purfuit  of  the  Foa» 
droyant ;  a  particular  account  of  which  encounter  harbecB 
already  given  in  the  life  of  captain  Gardiner.  The 
Swiftuire  not  being  fofaft  a  failing  (hip  as  the  Monmoodiy 
the  former  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  wtt  up  in  time  to 
put  afpeedier  conclulion  to  the  a£lion.  The  FoudrayaBt ' 
being  completely  difabled  by  her  firft  antagonift,  defaieJ 
her  furrender,  through  what  the  French  commander  called 
a  point  of  honour,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Swtftfure  renderDi 
all  farther  reiiftance  hopelefs.  Captain  Stanhope  re* 
mained  in  the  Swiftfure  during  the  continuance  of  tfae 
war,  and  on  the  fame  ftation  till  the  month  of  Aeguft 
1759,  when  he  diftinguiffied  himfelf  exceedingly,  nader 
Mr.  Bofcawen,  ia  the  attack  and  defeat  of  Moaf.  De  la 
Clue's  fquadron. 

He  returned  to  England  with  the  admiral  imaMdiately 
afterwards,  and  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  t5di  of  Sn^ 
tember ;  foon  after  which  he  received  from  hit  majntf 
the  honour  of  knighthood.  Havine  refumed  the  com- 
mand of  his  ihip,  he  w^  put  under  the  orders  of  lir 
Edward  Hawke,  and  was  aeain  fortunate  enough  to  ac- 

Juire  the  higheft  honour,  in  tne  encounter  with  the  French 
eet  under  Conflans.  The  Swiftfure  was  among  the 
firft  (hips  who,  in  fpiteof  the  hurricane  which  then  laged* 
got  into  aAion  with  the  flying  enemy ;  and  was  alfi>  among 
thofe  who,  after  its  glorious  conclulion,  was  driven  t^  ica  hf 
the  violence  of  the  tempeft.  No  particular  mention  is  made 
of  the  fervices  in  whicii  this  gentleman  was  employed  dur* 
ing  the  year  1 760,  otherwife  than  in  the  occafional  blockade 
oTthat  part  of  the  French  naval  force  which  furvived 
dieir  late  defeat ;  but  in  the  enfuing  fpring  he  was  appointed 
to  command,  with  the  rank  of  commodore,  one  of  the  divi* 
dons  in  the  armament  fent,  under  Mr.  Keppel,  on  the 
expedition  againft  Bclleifle.  When  the  debarkation  gf 
the  troops  was  firft  and  unfuccefsfully  attempted,  flrThomas 
was  font,  with  his  divifion  of  four  (hips  of  the  line  and 
fome  tranfports,  to  Sauzon,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a 
feigned  attack  on  that  quarter,  and  thereby  diftrafiing  and 

drawing 
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drawing  the  tttention  of  the  enemy  from  its  refti  and 
intend^  point;  In  the  iecond ,  and  more  fortunate 
attempt  made,  od  the  22d  of  April,  fir  Tliomaji  was  ap- 
pointed to  cover  the  landing  with  the  (hips  under  his 
command,  and  is  (jpokeii  of  by  Mr.  Keppel  in  the  hieheft 
terms  *.  He  continued,  after  the  leduaion  of  the  i&nd^ 
to  command  one  of  the  divlfions;  or.lquadrons,  itationed 
oflFthe  coaft  of  France^  as  well  for  the  protedion  of  the 
tiew  conquert,  as  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  and  coun- 
teraAing  any  motions  that  might  be  made  by  the  few  (hips 
ftill  remaining  at  Brefty  and  the  oiorts  adjacent.     . 

S^eral  triml  rencounters  idoL  pbce  between  the  (hips 
under  his  orders  and  fome  prames;  con(tni£led  by  the 
enemy  for  the  purpofe  of  attacking  him.  In  all  thefe  fir 
Thomas  was  fuccefsful,  notwithftanding  the  many  advan- 
tages poflefled  by  the  enemy,  in  particular  that  of  beinjg 
able,  in  confe<tuence  of  their  light  d/aQsht  oT  water,  to 
retire  among  ihoals,  where  the  (hips  of  war  could  not 
follow  them:  and|  feCondly,  that  from  their  low  conftruc- 
tion,  it  was  a  matter  of  uncdmmdn  diflRcultv  to  hit  or 
cannonade  them  with  any  certain  etkSt.  ibm  did  be 
continue  to  be  employed  durine  the  remainder  of  the  war ; 
before  the  coricJufion  of  which  tie  was,  in  1762^  appointed 
colonel  of  the  PortfmoUth  divifiort  of  marines,  as  iucoe(ror 
10  (ir  Piercy  Brett^  who  was  promoted  td  be  a  flag-officer. 
This  appointment  h^  held  till  his  death,  an  event  which 
took  place  on  the  ';^th  of  March^  x??^*  hSeine  before  he 
was  entitled,  in  |k)int  of  feniority,  td  the  rank  of  a  rear- 
admiral. 

STRINGER,  j<{hn,-^i8  known  in  the  fervice  in  no 
other  rcfpefl  than  as  having  been  prdhioted  to  be  captain 
of  the  Syren,  a  (hip  of  twcnty^fdur  guns,  on  the  l6th  of 
September,  1745;  and  as  havine  been^  on  the  12th  of 
January,  1747,  difmilTed  from  that  (hip,  and  from  the 
fervice  altogether,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  for 
l)ehaving,  as  is  Rated,  by  Mr.  Bcatfon,  unlike  an  officer.. 
The  particular  circinnftances  of  his  mifbehaviour,  as  well 
as  the  time  of  his  death,  we  have  been  unable  to  invefti- 
gate. 

STUART,   The  Honourable  Archibald,  —  was  the 

fourth  Ton  of  Francis,  eighth  earl  of  Murray,  in  the 

— — -•— "^ — 

*  See  p.  310. 
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kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  Jane,  daughter  of  John,  fourth 
lord  Balmerino.  Having  betaken  himrelf  to  the  naval 
fervice,  and  paflcd  tlirough  the  fubordinate  ranks  of  mid- 
ihipman  and  lieutenant,  he  was  promoted,  in  17449  to  be 
commander  of  the  Scipio  fireOiip.  He  was  foon 
advanced  to  that  of  captain;  his  iirJt  commiflion,  dated 
February  20,  1745^  appointing  him  to  the  Sauirrd, 
a  twenty-gun  (hip.  In  the  month  of  September  loUoww 
ing  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial, 
held  on  board  the  London,  for  the  trials  of  captain  Bur- 
riih  and  others,  charged  with  miibehaviour  in  the  en- 
counter off  Toulon.  We  do  not  find  him  particularly 
mentioned  as  holding  any  command  whatever  after  that 
time,  and  believe  him  to  have  remained  nearly,  if  not 
altogether  unemployed.  In  1770  he  retired  totally  from 
the  fervice,  as  a  captain,  fcnior  to  fevcral  who  were  then 
created  flag-officers,  andconfequently  incapable  of  ferving 
in  the  rank  he  then  held.  In  ptirfuance  of  an  ad  of  par- 
liament, pafled  in  the  jrear  1786,  creating  a  diftinft 
ellablifhmcnt  for  officers  lituated  like  himfelf,  he  was  put 
on  the  lift  of  retired  captains,  and  is  confcquently  no  nir- 
thcr  noticed.  He  died  either  in  the  month  of  February  or 
March,  1795. 

TIDDEMAN,  Richard,— was,  on  the  gih  of  March, 
1745,  promoted  tt^  be  captain  of  the  Superbe.  Early  in 
1747  he  failed  for  the  FJaft  Indies  as  captain  of  the  £ltham, 
a  fifth  rate  of  forty  guns, one  of  three  Ihips  ordered  thither, 
under  the  command  of  captain  II.  Powlet,  afterwards  duke 
of  Bolton  ,toconvoytliC  outward-bound  company's  fhipsand 
reinforce  the  fquudron  in  thofe  feas.  He  returned  to  Eng- 
land early  in  the  year  1750,  with  rear-admiral  Bofcawen, 
as  captain  of  the*  Harwich,  a  fourth  rate  of  fifty 
guns.  We  do  not  fir.d  any  fartlicr  mention  what- 
ever made  of  him,  till  alter  the  recommencement  of  the 
war  in  1756;  wlun,  in  175H,  wc  find  him  captain  of 
the  Grafton,  of  liMy-cight  L;uns,  and  to  have  been, 
in  the  month  of  February,  ordered  again  to  the  Kail  Indies, 
in  company  with  tlx  Sunderland,  as  a  reinforce- 
•  nent  to  the  fquadron  already  employed  in  that  quarter, 
under  tlie  crvlers  of  Mr.  Pocock.  On  his  arrival  there 
he  r<. moved  into  the  Elizabeth,  the  (jrafton  having  been 
chofen,  by  rear-admiral  Stevens,  the  feconJ  in  command, 
for  his  flag  (hip.     The  difFcrcnt  occurrences  in  which  Mr. 

Tiddemin 
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Tiddeman  was  concerned,  that  took  place  during  the  war, 
having  been  already  related  at  no  inconfiderable  length  in 
our  account  of  fir  Gtorge  Pocock,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
Cornifh  *,  to  which,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  all  needl(;fs 
repetition,  we  beg  leave  to  refer.  By  rhe  return  of  the 
former  to  Europe,  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Stevens,  he  be- 
came next  in  command  to  Mr.  Cornifh,  whom,  as  wc 
have  already  (Iicwn,  he  accompanied  on  the  very  fuccefsful 
expedition  undertaken  by  him,againfl  the  important  Spanifh 
fcttlement  of  Manillat.  He  acquired  there  the  higheil  ho- 
nour, as  he  had  uniformly  done  on  every  preceding  occa- 
fion,  where  the  fmallcft  opportunity  occurred,  of  difpLying 
his  natural  gallantry,  or  exhibiting  thofe  qualities  which 
had  defervcdly  acquired  him  the  general  edeem  of  all 
under  whom  he  had  fervcd.  He  fcarcdy  lived  to  furvive 
the  fuccefs,  having,  as  is  related  in  the  difpatches  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  been  overfct  in  his  barge  when  at- 
tempting to  enter  the  river  the  morning  after  the  furrender 
of  the  place,  and  drowned,  together  with  five  of  his  crew. 
This  event  took  place  on  the  7th  of  Oflober,  1762. 

WELLER,  jfohn, — was,  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1745,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Roebuck;  after 
which  time  no  material  mention  is  made  of  him  till  the 
year  1748,  when  he  was,  in  confequence  of  the  refigna- 
tion  of  his  father,  of  whom  we  have  already  given  a  {nort 
account  J,  appointed  to  command  the  Dublin  yacht. 
After  a  continuance  of  fome  years  in  this  ftation,  we  be* 
lieve  him,  about  the  year  1759,  to  have  been  appointed  to 
the  Affiftance,  and  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies $,  where 

*  Sec  vol.  iv.  p.  398,  et  f«j.— —  Vol.  v.    p.  143,  et  fcq." 
t  Having  his  broad  pendant  on  board  (he  Elizabeth,  of  (ixty-foiir 
guns,  be  commanded  a  leparaie  diviiion,  confiOing  of  five  ffaipsof  the- 
line,  ^%'Ilich,  as  is  related  by  Mr.  Cornifli,  was  confidcrably  ictardcd  hy 
calm^  in  proceeding  to  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 
X  See  vol.  iv.  p.  93. 

^  Extra^  of  a  letter  from  admiral  Cotei,  dated  Jumaica, 

'  Dec.  5,  1757. 
*'  On  ihe  2Ctb  of  November  ihe  AITiflance  chafed  a  French  priva- 
trrr  of  eighteen  guns  aiid  a  fchooncr  piivaiecr,  wiih  a  pri^,  into 
I'ibercon  bay,  on  the  i(l.ind  of  Hifpaniol.!,  \«heie  tlic  French  had  a 
bartcry  of  five  {^uns.  The  vefTcls  haulrd  clofo  to  the  fhore,  under 
cover  of  the  battery  ;  but  it  falling  calm,  captain  VVeller  was  ublioed 
to  tow  in  with  his  boats.  On  the  210  he  burnt  the  fnow,  lunk  tne 
prize,  and  difmounted  all  the  guns  on  (hore.  He  had  two  men  killed 
tn  the  a£iioii,  and  bii  mafls  and  rigging  much  damaged." 
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he  appetrt  to  have  hid  Toipe  opportuni^  of  diftingutfliing 
himieify  which  he  improved  tp  hii  b;^  advant^e.  Nd 
other  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  fenrice;  nor  do  wc 
know  him  to  have  obtained  any  fubfequent'  cc^mfnaiid. 
In  1770  he  was  put  on  the  fupe|ipnniiated  Ijft,  with  d« 
irank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral,  an  hoi^ourable  kind 
of  penfion,  which  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  dying  at  Rot 
yenden  on  the  7th  of  September,  1772.  * 


i74<5. 


ALLISON,  Thomas,«;^-waS|  on  the  9th  of  Fefiniinr, 
1746,  appointed  captafii  of  the  Bpyne:  unhappily  for 
htm,  of  fuch  trivial  confeqqence  wcie  the  coomumcb  ao4 
ferviccs  on  wh|ch  this  geiitlemafi  was  employed,  that  we 
do  not  firul  the  fmal|eft  piention  made  ot  hiib,  either  by 
CampbeD  or  any  other  author;  and  our  private  infomia* 
tion  IS  egua||y  deficient,  y^e  know  no  other  circuni- 
ftances  concerning  hjimi  j^xcept  that  for  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  war,  which  cppiixiencm  p  1756,  he  refbained  im- 
cmploved.  His  charader,  however,  and  condud,  were 
texfealv  un|mpeacUable;  *  for  though  tW  time  of  hi$ 
service  nad  been  fo  (hort,  he  w;»,  in  1770^  railed  to  the 
rank  of  a  rear-admiral  arid  jput  on  the  niperannuated  lift. 
This  honourable  teltimony  of  his  worth  he  confequently 
enjoyed  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  on  the 
a2dof  March,  1776. 

BLOSS,  Thomas, — ^was  a  gentleman  ftill  kfs  known 
than  the  former.     He  was,  on  the  od  of  January,  1746, 

Promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Richmond,  which  is  the 
nly  mention  made  of  him.  The  time  of  his  death  has 
pot  been  clearly  afcertained  by  us,  but  is  fuppofed  to  have 
luppeped  foon  after  the  year  1750. 

.BYRON, 
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BYRON»  Honoanblc  John,«^was  the  fecond  Ton  of 
William,  fourth  lord  Bjrron*,  and  Frances  his  third  wife^ 
fecond  daughter  of  William,  loud  Bericdey  of  Stratton* 
He  was  bom  on  the  8th  of  November,  1723;  and  having 
betaken  himfelf  to  a  naval  life,  was  appmnted  a  mid- 
Ihipman  about  the  vear  1731 ;  he  afterwards  fefved 
on  board  the  Wager  itore(hip.  In  this  veflel  he  failed,  i« 
the  month  of  September  1 740,  for  the  Sout[i  Seas,  with 
the  fquadron  under  the  orders  of  commodore  Anfon. 
The  diftrefles  he  experienced  after  the  loft  of  that  ill- 
fated  fhip  have  been  but  Auntly  recounted  in  our  account 
of  captam  Cheapt;  but  a  farther  and  more  particular 
relation  were  we  to  attemipt  entering  at  ril  into  the  minute 
or  even  mod  ftriking  hardfbips,  experienced  bv  this 
gentleman  and  his  diftrefled  companions,  would  leaa  us  far 
beyond  our  limits,  narrowed  as  they  are  through  neceflitv. 
We  cannot  however  refrain  from  lamenting,  that  Mr. 
Byron  fhould,  on  many  occafions^  have  rauier  harflily 

•  Collin«  infonni  ui,  "  That  this  hmWj  had  lame  pofleflions  ia 
the  reipi  of  William  the  Conqueror,  is  evident  hem  Soomttay  book, 
where  it  it  recorded,  that  Goipatrick  held,  of  Ernies  de  Bnrso,  fear 
hovatet  of  land  in  Benaeley,  in  the  coonty  of  York:  and,  in  Bom* 
lei  re,  he  held  in  Dunfiuorpe  four  bovates  of  land,  &e.  He  alfo  &i 
in  the  fame  fliire  Draniune  and  Grattune,  wldi  three  camicatei  of 
land  in  Cathal ;  as  alfo  HulGnj;ore,  the  Soke  of  Chenaielharae,  Ripe- 
fiane,  and  Hampcone;  Hatefhi,  the  Soke  'of  Burg.  Arffendune,  and 
Lotes;  Copeffrave*  Bcrnrkeham,  Wij>elet  Btnmei,  Bofle,  Dacre, 
Littlehrao,  Menfon  Wedcrbi»  Bergki,  Diflone,  HoJfiiiMure  Soke, 
Crane,  Merdelei,  Cotinglai,  Colingaward,  Denardinm,  ifigeiieword, 
£afl  Reding,  Cave,  Hundret,  Cotewood«  and  Stetlingctlet.  In  JLia« 
xolnfliire  he  held  Medelton,Ulveih3r,  Brochelefhi,  Haburne,  Newhoi^ 
Waragcbi,  Hatune,  Caldecotc,  Pavetone,  Hardie,  Barworde,  Temtlo^ 
LangeOonc,  Fulnebi,  Raude,  Gufebi,  Bur^,  Chinthorpe,  C(dchi» 
Wcge,  Baret,  Wakore,  Wintertune.  and  Graingeham. 

**  The  wapentake  of  the  weft  riding  of  Lincolnflitre  witnefi,  tbil 
Krncic  de  Buron  onght  to  have  land  which  Wege  held  in  V^^ntrii^e* 
ham,  viz.  Six  hovatcs  and  one  toft  in  the  Soke  of  Gilbert  de  Oand, 
^nd  one  other  toft  with  Soke  and  Sake. 

'*  Likewife  in  the  chapter  of  claims,  in  the  fonth  tiding  •£  the  ftM 
county,  the  wapenuke  fay,  that  Erneis  de  Baron,  of  right,  ought  10 
have  the  foe  of  foar  brovatei  of  land  in  Sagefti,  about  which  diera 
was  a  difpute  between  him  and  William  de  Peici, 

"  What  relation  this  Erneii  de  Buron  was  to  Ralph  de  Bnfoa 
cannot  certainly  be  made  out ;  but  the  faid  Ralph  held  divcft  imoors 
in  Nottinghamfliire  and  Derbylhire,  and  is  the  dire£l  anceftor  of  the 
prcfent  lord  Byron.** 

f  Sec  p.  78  ct  feq. 

Dd4  tff 
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rcfle  Aed  on  captain  Cheapo  particularly  as  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  publiih  his  account  during  his  commander^s  life, 
ivhen  he  wa^  capable  of  refuting  any  feaiblance  of  a  chaigo 
that  might  be  objected  againft  him. 

Purfuing  the  generally  received  account,  we  have  flatcd 
in  our  memoirs  of  captain  Cheap*,  that  the  barge  was, 
after  the  feccflion  of  Mr.  Byron  and  Mr.  Campbeilj  left 
behind  for  their  convenience  by  the  people,  who  had  em- 
barked in  the  long  boat.  The  (lory,  as  related  by  Mr. 
Byron,  is  widely  different;  thefe  gentlemen,  according  to 
his  narrative,  had  joined  the  majority  in  their  opinion  of 
proceeding  to  the  iouthward,  only  becaufe  they  conceived 
that  captain  Cheap,  and. all  the  pcrfons  faved  from  the 
wreck,  were  to  be  carried  with  them;  but  when  they 
found  that  gentleman,  the  furgcon,  and  lieutenant  Hamil- 
ton of  the  marines,  with  fome  dcferters,  were  intended  to 
be  left  behind,  he  feized  the  favourable  opportunity  of 
returning  the  next  day  to  captain  Cheap,  with  all  that 
had  embarked  in  the  barge,  ten  in  number,  being  fent 
back  by  the  people  in  the  long  boat  for  fome  can  vafs  which 
bad  been  imprudently  left  behind.  Captain  Cheap,  on 
this  new  acceilion  of  force,  tefolved  to  relume  his  original 
projeft  of  proceeding  to  the  northward  to  the  ifland  of 
Chiloe,  where  it  was  hoped  they  might,  by  boarding  and 
cutting  her  out,  polTefs  themfelves  of  a  Spanifli  veitel,  in 
which  they  coulJ,  with  the  greater  probability  of  fuccefs, 
attempt  their  return  to  Europe,  or,  v^'hat  was  ftill  upper- 
mod  in  captain  Cheap's  thoughts,  proceed  to  the  north- 
ward in  queft  of  the  commodore. 

On  this  cxpetlition  they  proceeded  about  the  middle  of 
December,  and  in  about  three  weeks  afterwards  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofc  the  yawl,  which  was  overfet  and  funk. 
By  this  lamentable  accident  one  of  their  companions  was 
drowned ;  and  they  were  compelled  to  leave  four  others 
behind,  the  barge  being  incapable  of  containing  their 
whole  number.  This  misfortune,  added  to  the  other 
diftrefTes  they  experienced,  compelled  them  to  abandon 
their  original  defign,  and  reiurn,  -with  much  reliiftance, 
to  Wager  Ifland,  where  they  arrived  in  the  greateit 
extremity  of  diftrefs,  after  an  abfcnce  of  two  months. 

*  Sei;  p»ge  81. 

The 
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The  detail  of  the  fubfeqiient  miferies  and  adventures 
%vhich  Mr.  Byron  and  his  wretched  companions  under- 
went on  their  pafTage  to  Chiloe,  in  company  with  the 
Indian  chief,  who,  as  we  have  already  related,  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  accompany  them  thither,  would  be  aiFc£ting 
in  the  extreme.  The  charaders  of  the  relators  remove 
every  idea  of  their  having  embeiliflied  the  account  given 
by  them  of  their  diftrefles  with  any  extravagant  fi<Eiion,  fo 
that  we  can  only  admire  the  wonderful  Providence  which 
proteded  and  preferved  them  through  fuch  a  feries  of  un- 
precedented (indeed  almoll  incredible)  didrefs,  and  point 
out  their  preiervation  as  an  ufeful,  an  almoft  preternatural 
leffon  to  mankind,  never  to  defpair  even  in  the  mod  abjeA 
ftate  •. 

On 


*  The  two  following  anecdotes  are  pleafantly  cDough  related  by 
Mr.  Byron  in  his  narrative^  as  having  befallen  ihem  wnile  at  Chaco 
and  Caftrp. 

'*  Some  dxne  after  we  had  been  here,  a  fnow  arrived  in  the  harboar 
from  Lima,  which  occafioned  great  juy  amoogft  the  inhabitants,  as  they 
had  no  fhip  the  year  before  on  account  of  the  alarm  lord  Anfon  hid 
given  upon  the  co^ft.  This  was  not  the  annual  vefljel,  but  one  of  tbofe^ 
that  I  mentioned  before,  which  come  unexpectedly.  The  captain  of  her 
was  an  old  man,  well  known  upon  the  ifland,  who  had  traded  here, 
once  in  two  or  Hlree  yens,  for  more  than  thirty  years  paft.  He  had  a 
remarkable  large  head,  and  therefore  was  commonly  known  by  a  nick 
name  they  had  given  him,  of  '*  Cabuco  de  Toroi  or  Bull's  Head." 
He  had  not  been  here  a  week  before  be  came  to  the  governor,  and 
told  him,  with  a  moft  melancholy  countenance,  that  he  had  not  flept 
a  wink  fince  he  came  into  the  harbour,  as  the  governor  was  pleafed  to 
allow  three  Euglifli  prifoncrs  liberty  to  walk  about,  inflead  of  confin- 
ing them,  and  that  he  expeded  every  moment  they  would  board  hia 
vcllel  and  carry  her  away :  this  he  (aid  when  he  had  above  thirty 
hands  aboard.  The  jgovemor  aflurecl  him  he  would  be  anfwerable 
for  us,  and  that  he  might  fleep  in  quiet;  though  at  the  fame  time  he 
could  not  help  laughing  at  the  man,  as  all  the  people  in  the  town  did. 
1  hefe  aifurances  did  not  fatisfy  the  captain ;  he  ufed  the  utmoft  dif- 

{>dtch  in  difpofing  of  his  cargo,  and  to  put  to  fea  again,  not  thinking 
lirofelf  fafe  till  he  had  loR  bght  of  the  ifland" 

'<  Amongft  the  boufes  we  vifited  at  Caflro  there  was  one  belong- 
ing to  an  old  pricft,  who  was  eftcemed  one  of  the  richeft  perlbns  upon 
fhe  ifland.  He  had  a  niece,  of  whom  he  was  eatremely  fondi  aiMl 
who  was  to  inherit  all  he  poflefled.  He  had  taken  a  great  deal  of 
pains  with  her  education :  and  (he  was  reckoned  one  of  the  moft 
arcompiiihed  young  ladies  of  Chiloc.  Her  perfon  was  good,  thmigh 
fht  could  noi  be  called  a  regular  beauty.    This  young  lady  did  me 

the 
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On  the  arrival  of  their  leduoed  pwcy  tt  ValpBrmtb^ 
which  they  did  not  reach  till  the  numdi  of  Janusfy  17439 
they  were,  through  the  miferable  timidity  df,  added  totbi 
inordinate  defire  of  dtfplayin^  his  power»  poffidfed  by  the 
Spanifli  governor,  confined  in  the  commmi  duageoa  of 
the  fort,  from  which  captain  Cheap  and  lieuteaant  Ha* 
milton  were  taken  and  fent  up  to  St.  Jago»  as  their  «oai* 
miflions,  which  they  had  fortunately  pr^ferved^  proved 
them  to  be  officers.  Mr.  Byfon>  and  hia  oompanion 
Campbell,  were  left  behind  in  prifon;  but  not  1qb| 
afterwards,  in  confequence  of  the  reprefentation  of  cap* 
tain  Cheap,  were  alfo  fent  for  to  St.  Jago,  wUeh  is  the 
capital  ot  the  province.  Mr.  Byron  idatea  with  iSMoe 
pleafantry ,  a  piece  of  ferious  advice  given  him  by  the  mule* 
teer,  with  whom  he  travelled  to  St.  Jago,  not  to  think 
of  remaining  in  that  city  where  there  was  nothing  but 
extravagance,  vice  and  folly.  Inftead  of  this  he  pro- 
po&d  to  Mr.  Byron,  that  he  (hould  proceed  on  with  hia 
as  a  mule-driver,  a  bufinefs  which,  he  complimenttd  him 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  he  would  foon  be  very  expert,  and  happy 
in,  for  diat  thofe  following  his  bufinels  led  a  verv  innocent 
pleafimt  life,  fiurpreferable  to  any  enjoyment  fucoTa  place  as 
St.  Jago  couM  afford.  Mr.  Byron  thaued  him,  afliiredhun 
lie  was  much  obliged  to  him,  but  that  be  would  try  die 
city  firft,  and  if  he  did  not  like  it  he  would  accept  his 
ofier. 

At  St.  Jago  they  continued  two  years  treated  with  the 
iitmoft  hofpitality  and  tendemefs.    One  anecdote^  rebted 


the  boncNir  to  Iske  more  notice  of  mt  tbin  I  deferved,  fte  piufwlid 
to  her  oncle  to  convert  me,  and  aftemrirdt  begged  hit  coafcm  to 
marry  me.  At  the  old  man  doated  upon  her  be  fcadily  agreed  10  it } 
and  accordingly,  on  tbe  next  vifit  I  made  bim,  acquainted  me  wi^  tbe 
yonng  lad^la  propofal,  and  bit  anprobation  of  itf  taking  aiie  at  the 
lame  time  into  a  room,  wbere  tnere  were  feveral  cbefts  and  botMs, 
wbicb  be  unlocked,  firft  fliewing  me  what  a  number  of|  £ao  cloathi 
his  niece  had,  and  then  his  own  wardrobe,  wbich  he  laid  Ihodld  be 
mine  at  his  death.  Amongft  other  thincs  be  produced  a  piece  of 
linen,  which  he  faid  fliould  immediately  be  made  up  into  ftirti  fat 
me.  I  own  this  hft  article  was  a  great  temptation  to  me  ;  howcfCf  1 
had  refolutioa  to  withftand  it,  and  made  toe  heft  excufca  I  could  Ibr 
not  accepting  of  the  honour  thry  intended  for  me,  for  by  thti  time  I 
could  fpeak  Spanifli  well  enough  to  make  myfelf  underftood*"* 
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jby  Mr.  Byron  himfelf,  is  too  honourable  to  the  general 
charader  of  the  Sptnifli  nation  to  be  fupprefled. 

'<  Two  or  three  days  after  our  arrival,  the  prefident  fent 
Mr*  Campbell  and  me  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him, 
where  we  were  to  meet  admiral  Pizarro  and  all  his  officers. 
This  was  a  cruel  ftroke  upon  us,  as  we  had  not  any  cloaths 
fit  to  appear  in,  and  dared  not  lefufe  the  invitation.  The 
next  day  a  Spanifh  officer,  belonsing  to  admiral  Pizario's 
fquadron*,  whofe  name  was  don  Afanuel  de  Guiror^came 
and  made  us  an  ofier  of  two  thoufand  dollars.  This 
generous  Spaniard  made  the  offer  without  any  view  of 
ever  being  repaid,  but  purely  out  of  a  companionate 
motive  ot  relieving  us  in  our  prelent  diftrefs.  We  re* 
turned  him  all  tne  acknowledgments  his  uncommon 
generous  behaviour  merited,  and  accepted  of  fix  hundred 
dollars  only,  upon  his  receiving  our  draueht  for  that  fum 
upon  the  Englifh  conful  at  Lifbon.  We  now  got  our* 
felvcs  decently  doathed  after  the  Spanifh  fafliion ;  and,  as 
we  were  upon  our  parole,  went  out  where  we  pleafed 
to  divert  ourfelves." 

After  bavins  continued  thus  eomfortably  fituated  for 
two  years,  a  French  fhip,  bound  from  Lima  to  Spain, 

S>ut  into  Valparaifo,  in  cooiSequence  of  which  they  were 
ent  thither,  and  embarked  for  Europe  about  the  end  of 
Decembej^  1 744*  This  vcffel  was  called  the  Lvs,  and  be* 
longed  to  St.  Makxs.  There  were,  exclufive  of  Mr.  Byron 
and  his  fellpw-fufferers,  fevcral  pal&ngen  of  confequence 
on  board ;  among  whom  was  the  welI*known  ingenious  don 
Juan  D'UUoa»  who  had  been  in  Peru  many  years,  employed 
in  making  agronomical  and  other  uleful  obfervations. 
The  Lys  was  bound  in  the  firft  inftance  to  the  Bay  of 
Conception:!  where  ihe  was  to  be  joined  bv  three  other 
French  (hipSy  belonging,  as  well  as  herfelti  to  France. 
But  though  Talcaguana,  the  place  of  their  deftination^ 
was  only  iixty  leagues  diftant  uom  Valparaifo,  owing  to 
the  lee  current  and  foutherly  wind,  they  did  not  arrive 
there  till  the  6th  of  January.  They  failed  from  thence 
in  three  weeks  afterwards,  in  company  with  the  Louis 
Krafme,  the  marquis  D'Antin,  and  the  Deliverance,  all 
which  were  taken  by  the  Engliih;  two  by  a  iquadron  oC 


*  He  wu  the  fiift  licatenant  of  adfniril  Piarro'i  flop. 

private 
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private  (hips  of  war,  called  the  Royal  Family  Privateers; 
and  the  third  bv  commodore  Warren,  off*  Louifburg.  In 
eight  or  nine  oays  after  they  failed  the  Lys  fpning  a  leak, 
and  was  compelled  to  put  back  to  ValparaifOy  a  circum- 
ftancey  which,  in  all  probability,  preferved  her  from  fhar- 
ingthe  fame  fate. 

The  injury  was  however  repaired,  and  they  again  pot 
to  fea  on  the  i(l  of  March,  1745-  After  a  tedious,  and 
in  fome  refpeAs  difagreable  palfage  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
along  the  coaft  of  America,  which  was,  however,  happily 
unaccompanied  by  any  misfortune,  they  were  compelled  to 
bear  away  for  the  Weft  Indies,  their  ftock  of  water  not 
being  confideredfufScient  to  laft  them  to  Europe.  Theyar- 
rived  at  Cape  Fran9ois,  on  the  8th  of  July,  having,  in  the 
iirft  inftance,  narrowly  efcaped  deftru^ion,  being  hurried 
through  the  Granadillos,  in  the  night,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  any  perfon  on  board ;  and  being  afterwards  almoft 
as  Angularly,  according  to  Mr.  Byron's  account,  preferved 
from  being  captured  by  two  Englifh  fhips  of  war,  who 
gave  up  the  chace  in  the  night. 

Mr.  Byron  takes  occafion,  and  with  much  reafbn,  to. 
animadvert  on  the  neg1e£l  and  incivility  with  which  cap- 
tain Cheap,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  himfelf  were  treated,  as 
well  by  the  French  governor  as  by  Mr.  L'Etendiere*,  who 
commanded  the  fquadron  which  convoyed  them  to  Europe. 
Their  diftrcflcs  were  now,  however,  nearly  drawn  to  a 
period,  for  on  the  29th  of  OAober  they  made  Cape 
Ortugal,  and  on  the  31ft  came  to  an  anchor  in  Bred  road. 
After  their  arrival  at  that  port  they  were  all  confined  on 
board  the  (hip,  and  treated  with  much  afperity,  not  the 
fmalleft  civility  or  attention  being  paid  them  by  way  of 
alleviating  their  fituation.  Our  travellers  were  not,  how- 
ever, long  in  this  difagreeable  flate,  for  about  eight  days 
afterwards  they  were  conveyed  to  a  town  called  Lander- 
naw,  fituated  about  four  leagues  up  the  river.  Here  they 
continued  on  their  parole  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  an  order  came  from  the  court  of  Spain,  per- 
mitting them  to  return  to  England  by  the  iirft  (hip  that 
offered.     They  accordingly  repaired  to  Morlaix,  having 

*  The  fame  man  who  was  afterwards  defeated  by  rear-admiral 
Hawke. 
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received  intelligence  that  a  Dutch  veflel  lay  there,  on 
board  which  it  ivas  probable  they  might  procure  a  paflage. 
After  a  detention  of  fix  weeks,  in  confequence  of  the 
veflel  not  being  ready,  they  at  laft  embarked,  having 
itipulated  for  a  certain  price,  which  was  paid  beforehand, 
to  be  landed  at  Dover :  but,  as  if  Providence  had  ordained 
that  this  wretched  and  perfecuted  triumvirate  fliould  be 
attended  by  vexation  to  the  lateft  moment,  they  were  in 
the  moft  tyrannical  and  arbitrary  manner  prevented  from 
failing  for  three  days  by  a  French  privateer,  who  threat- 
ened to  fink  them  if  they  attempted  it,  before  he  himfelf 
was  ready  for  fea. 

When  they  at  lad  got  out,  their  paflage  was  long, 
tedious,  and  uncomfortable.  The  mafler  of  the  ve(&l 
betrayed,  as  we  obfcr\'ed  in  our  account  of  captain  Cheap, 
a  (Irong  inclination  to  reland  them  in  France,  in  breach 
of  his  pofitive  agreement.  But  the  Squirrel,  an  Englifh 
Ihip  of  war  coming  up  with  the  Dutchman,  took 
out  Mr.  Byron,  with  his  companions*  and  landed  them 
the  fame  afternoon  at  Dover.  •  Mr.  Byron  concludes  his 
narrative  with  the  following  whimfical  anecdote,  defcrip- 
tive  of  his  arrival  in  London. 

''  Captain  Cheap  was  fo  tired  by  the  time  he  reached 
Canterbury,  that  he  could  proceed  no  farther  that  night. 
The  next  morning  he  ftill  found  himfelf  fo  much  fatigued 
that  he  could  ride  no  longer,  therefore  it  was  agreed  that 
he  and  Mr.  Hamilton  fhould  take  a  pod  chaife,  and  that 
I  (hould  ride.  But  here  an  unlucky  difliculty  was  Aarted, 
for  upon  Iharing  the  little  money  we  had,  it  was  found  to 
be  not  fufficient  to  pay  the  charges  to  London ;  and  my 
proportion  fell  fo  fhort,  that  it  was,  by  calculation,  barely 
enough  to  pay  for  horfes,  without  a  farthing  for  eating  a 
bit  upon  the  road,  or  even  for  the  very  turnpikes.  Thofe 
I  was  obliged  to  defraud  by  riding  as  hard  as  I  could 
through  them  all,  not  paying  the  lead  regard  to  the  men 
who  called  out  to  flop  me.  Tlie  want  of  refrefliment  I 
bore  as  well  as  I  could.  When  I  got  to  the  Borough  I 
took  a  coach  and  drove  to  Marlborough-ftreet,  where  my 
friends  had  lived  when  1  left  England  ;  but  when  I  came 
there  I  fouad  the  houfe  fliut  up.  Having  been  abfent  fo 
many  years,  and  in  all  that  time  never  havins  heard  a  word 
from  home,  I  knew  not  who  was  dead  or  who  was  livings 

where 
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where  to  go  next,  or  even  how  to  pay  the  toachnum.  t 
recolIe£led  a  linen  draper's  (hop,  not  far  from  thence,  which 
our  family  had  ufed,  I  therefore  drore  there,  and^ 
making  myfelf  known»  they  paid  the  coachooan.  I  then 
enquired  after  our  family,  and  was  told  my  (ifter,  having 
married  lord  Carlifle,  was  at  that  time  in  Soho*fqiaie« 
I  immediately  walked  to  the  houfe  and  knocked  at  die 
door ;  but  the  porter  not  likine  my  figure,  which  was 
half  French,  half  Spanifh,  with  the  addition  of  a  lafgepair 
of  boots,  covered  with  dirt,  he  was  going  to  fhut  the  Jm 
in  my  face;  but  I  prevailed  with  him  at  laft  to  let  me 
come  in." 

Immediately  on  his  arrival,after  undergoing  this  feries  of 
difficulties,  five  years  in  continuance,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
commander  of  a  floop  of  war;  and  from  thence  advanced, 
on  the  30th  of  December  following  (1746)  to  be  captain 
of  the  Syren  frigate.  After  this  no  mention  is  made  of 
him  during  the  war :  not  long  after  its  conduCcm  he  was 
appointed  to  the  St.  Alban's,  and  ordered  for  the  coaft  of 
Guinea  with  commodore  Buckle.  A  uivial  ahercatioa 
took  place  there  with  a  French  fquadron,  as  we  have 
already  related  in  our  account  of  the  ffentleman  hft- 
roentioned,  and  which  we  believe  to  have  been  the 
only  material  circumfbince  which  occurred  during  the 
voyage.  On  his  return  to  England,  that  is  to  fzifg 
in  the  month  of  January,  I753f  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Augufta,  of  fixtv  guns,  then  ordered  to  be  equipped 
for  a  guardfhip  at  Plymouth.  From  this  (hip  he  was,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  time  ufually  allotted  to  fuclr 
commands,  promoted  to  the  Vanguard,  of  feventy  guns, 
a  fhip  ordered  to  be  fitted  for  fea  at  Plymouth,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1755,  a  rupture  being  dien 
daily  apprehended  with  France.  He  did  not  lon^  continue 
in  this  command,  nor  while  he  did  retain  it  was  ha 
ordered  on  any  fervice  memorable  enough  to  merit  9 
particular  account  of.  In  1757  he  was  captain  of  the 
America,  a  fixty-gun  (hip,  one  of  the  armament  employed 
on  the  fuccefslefs  expedition  againft  Rochfort,  under  Cr 
Kdward  Hawke.  At  the  clofe  of  this  year  he  was  fent  out 
fenior  officer  of  a  very  fmall  fquadron,  confifling  of  his 
own  ihip  (the  America),  with  the  Brilliant  and  Coventry 
irigates,  ordered  to  cruife  ofF  the  coaft  of  France.  While 
abfent  on  this  fcrvicc  he  fell  in  with  a  very  valuable  fliip^ 
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laden  with  furs  from  Quebec,  called  the  Oiamondy  which 
endeavouring  to  get  away,  and  firing  her  ftern  chace  in 
the  hope  of  tacilitating  her  cfcape,  her  afterpart  blew  up, 
and  the  veflel  itfelf  alfo,  after  burning  with  great  furj 
for  half  an  hour.  Twenty-four  only  of  her  crew,  out 
of  feventy,  were  faved,  and  tnany  of  thefe  fo  miferably 
fcorched  that  they  died  foon  afterwards.  The  frigates  had 
greater  fuccefs,  the  Coventry  having  captured,  after  a  fliort 
afiion,  the  Dragon,  a  large  privateer  belonging  to 
Bayonne,  a  new  (hip,  on  her  firft  cniife,  carrying  twenty- 
four  nine-pounders,  and  two  hundred  and  eiehtv-four 
men.  The  Brilliant  about  the  fame  time  funk,  by 
the  difchai^  of  her  firft  broadfide,  the  Intrepide,  a 
French  privateer  belonging  to  the  fame  port  as  the  former» 
carrying  fourteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
ten  of  whom  were  killed,  but  the  whole  oi  the  remainder 
taken  up  by  the  Brilliant's  boats. 

No  other  noaterial  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Byron  till 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1760,  when  he  commanded  the 
Fame,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  was  ordered  to  Louiflmrg 
with  fome  tninlports,  having  on  board  a  proper  number 
of  artificers  and  engineers,  who  weie  fent  thither  for  the 
purpofe  of  demolifliing  the  fortifications  of  that  once  im- 
portant place.  While  abfent  there  he  had,  in  the  month 
of  July,  the  good  fortune  to  eiFeA  a  very  meritoriout 
piece  (H  fervice.  Having  received  information  from  the 
governor  of  Louifburg,  that  fome  French  (hips  of  war, 
with  ftorefliips,  were  in  Chaleur  bay,  he  proceraed  thither 
in  queft  of  them,  with  his  own  (hip,  the  Repulfe  and  Scarbo- 
rough. He  fucceeded  in  deftroyinj;  the  whole,  condfting  of 
three  frigates,  the  Marchault,  or  3a  guns;  the  Bientai- 
fant,  of  twenty-two;  and  the  Marquis  Marlofe,  of  eig^* 
teen,  with  twenty  fchooners,  (loops,  and  fmail  privateers^ 
having  on  board  feme  troops,  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  providons  and  (lores.  This  convoy  had  been  dijpatched 
from  France  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon  of  Montreal ; 
but  finding  the  Briti(h  fquadron,  under  lord  Colville,  had 
reached  the  river  St.  Laurence  before  them,  they  put  into 
the  bay  of  Chaleur,  hoping  that,  by  landing  the  troops, 
the  proviiions  and  (lores,  they  might  (till  be  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  their  deftination  by  land.  In  this  the  enemy 
found  themfelves  £itally  difappointed. 

4  Captain 
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Captftin  Byron  returned  from  Louifburg,  and  irriM 
in  fafety  at  Plymouth,  towards  the  end  of  November. 
We  believe  him,  though  no  farther  particular  mention  is 
made  of  him,  to  have  continued  in  the  Fame  nearly,  if 
not  entirelyi  till  the  end  of  the  war.  Soon  after  jpeaoe  had 
taken  place  it  was  refolved  to  fend  out  a  fmall. force  on  a 
voyage  of  difcovcry ;  and  Mr.  Bvron,  in  confequence  of 
his  univerfally  acknowledged  judgement  and  fkill  in  the 
art  of  navigation,  was  pitched  upon  to  command  it.  He 
was  accordingly  appointed  to  the  Dolphin,  a  (ixth  rate  of 
twenty  guns,  which  was  purpofely  fitted  in  the  mod  com- 
plete manner,  and  (heathed  with  copper,  Mrhich  was  at 
that  time  an  invention  almoft  new,  and,  indeed,  never 
before  this  occaflon  ufed  in  fo  great  an  extent ;  the  rudder 

?in8  and  other  faftnings  being  all  made  of  the  fame  metal. 
)rders  were  not  iflued  to  equip  this  (hip  till  tl\e  1 8th.  of 
April ;  but  fuch  expedition  was  ufed,  that  (he  went  out  of 
dock  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  having  completed  the  rig- 
ging, taken  on  board  her  enns,  provilions,  itores,  and  all 
neceflfaries  requifite  for  lo  long  a  voyage,  was  ready,  to 
fail  for  the  Downs  on  the  14th  of  the  following  month. 
On  her  paflage  thither  the  ihip  got  aground  on  the  faod, 
but  happily  floated  on  the  rifmg  tide  without  ha\ing  fuf- 
tained  the  fmalled  injury.  Captain  Byron  repaired  on  board 
on  the  17th ;  and  after  having  put  into  Plymouth  for  a  few 
days,  in  order  to  fully  afcertain  whether  any  injury  had  been 
fuJtained  by  the  Dolphin  in  confequence  of  the  accident 
juft  mentioned,  took  his  final  departure  in  the  beginnii^ 
of  July,  having  in  company  the  Tamar  floop  of  war, 
commanded  by  captain  Patrick  Mouatt.  Immediately  on 
quitting  port,.Mr.  Byron,  in  purfuance  of  his  indruOions, 
hoifted  a  broad  pendant,  being  appointed  conimander-ia- 
chief  of  all  his  majcfty's  (hips  and  veflTels  in  the  Eall  Indies. 
He  got  into  the  bay  of  Ponchiale  on  the  14th  of  July, 
and  having  recruited  his  water  as  well  as  taken  on  board 
ibme  neceflaries,  departed  on  the  20th.  On  tlie  30th  he 
reached  the  ifland  of  St.  J  ago ;  from  whence  he  proceeded, 
after  a  very  fhort  ftay,  for  ihc  coaft  of  Brazil,  off  which  he 
arrived,  having  had  a  profperous  palFage,  on  the  nth  of 
September,  and  in  three  days  afterwards  anchored  abreall 
of  the  town  of  Rio  dc  Janeiro. 

The 
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The  commodore  quitted  that  place  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober; but,  inftead  of  fleering  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  whither,  as  both  his  own  officers  and  people,  to- 
gether with  thofe  on  board  the  Tamar,  imagined  he  was 
bound,  he  kept  far  to  the  fouthward,  till,  having  arrived 
in  the  latitude  where  he  was  ordered  to  make  his  inftrnc- 
tions  known,  he  made  a  fignal  for  the  captain  of  the 
Tamar  to  repair  on  board  the  Dolphin.  He  then  pub- 
licly communicated  to  him,  and  his  own  company,  that 
ihey  were  bound  on  a  voyage  of  difcovery,  during  which 
they  were  to  receive  double  pay  for  their  better  encourage- 
mcnt.  On  the  27th  of  November,  aftef  having  encoun- 
tered many  fevere  gales  of  wind,  they  made  Cape  Blanco^ 
on  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  and  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards 
Pengwin  ifland,  (ituated  three  or  four  leagues  only  from 
Port  Defire,  where  the  commodore  intended  to  pnt  in. 
On  the  I  ft  of  December  they  entered  that  harbour,  and 
narrowly  efcaped  deftru£lion  almoft  immediately  after- 
wards. The  weather  being  extremely  temperate,  the  boats 
were  all  of  them  hoifted  out,  and  attended  the  (hip  up  the 
harbour;  but  a  very  violent  and  fudden  ftorm  of  wind 
arifmg  from  the  N.  N.  E.  direSly  ahead  of  their  courfe, 
all  poflible  expedition  was  ufed  to  furl  the  fails ;  both  an- 
chors werelet  go,  but  before  the  (hip  couldbring  up  (he  took 
the  ground.  A  cold  tempcftuous  night  fuccccded ;  the 
boats  were  unable  to  get  on  board  again,  and,  in  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  their  companions,  were  driven  to  fea. 
I'hefe  gloomy  thoughts  were  happily,  however,  of  (hort 
duration,  the  barge  providentially  reached  the  (hip,  and 
by  her  affiftance,  a  ftern  anchor  was  carried  out  ju(t  before 
the  tide  turned.  The  (hip  floated  and  foon  warped  into  the 
middle  of  the  harbour,  where  it  was  moored  with  both 
bovvers;  and  the  gale  flill  continuing,  the  yards  as  well  as 
top -malls  were  (truck  down. 

As  for  the  boats,  the  cutter  and  yawl  were  forced  on 
Ihorc,  where  the  people  fuflPered  extremely  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather,  but  returned  in  (afcty,  as  did  the 
long  boat,  though  driven  two  leagues  to  fea  with  only  two 
men  in  it.  They  failed  from  Port  Defire  on  the  J^th, 
Iboncr  perhaps  than  they  otherwife  would  have  done» 
owing  to  the  water  found  there  being  all  fo  ftrongly 
titii;ed  with  mineral  as  to  be  unferviceable.    Oo  die  n 

\'0L.  \\  E  e  dp 


434  LIVES  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 

they  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  where 
a  very  friendly  intercoiirfe  took  place  between  the  Englifh 
and  the  gigantic  inhabitants.  After  a  continuance  of  i 
few  hours  only  on  this  dreary  ciiaU,  the  commodore  again 
departed.  On  the  29th  he  anchored  in  Port  Famine; 
from  whence  iiaving  failed  on  the  4th  of  January,  on  the 
13th  he  matie  port  Egmont,  the  pollcflion  of  which,  in  a 
few  years  afterwards,  hud  well  nigh  caufed  a  rupture  with 
the  court  of  Spain.  This  harbour  was  taken  formal  pof- 
feffion  of,  by  the  commodore,  on  the  a3d  of  January,  with 
all  the  ceremony  ufual  on  fuch  occafions;  and  the  (hips 
departed  on  the  27ih.  The  commoiiore  returned  back  to 
Port  Dcfire  for  the  purpofe  of  meeting  the  Florida  ftorc- 
ihip,  whicii  he  expected  from  England  wilh  a  quantity  of 
freih  cured  provifions,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  profecutc 
his  difcoveries,  according  to  the  plan  laid  down  for  him 
in  England.  1  his  jundlion  was  efteded,  at  the  port  juil 
mentioned,  on  the  5th  of  February;  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  tide  ran  in  that  harbour  rendering  the  neceflary 
communication  with  the  florcfhip  not  only  difficult  but 
nearly  impra^'uable,  the  (liips  all  failed  togethej,  on  the 
8th,.  for  Foil  Eaminc,  where  the  Dolphin,  and  theTamar, 
having  take;!  on  board  as  much  provifions  and  llores,  ef 
different  kinds ,  as  they  could  ttow,  they  parted  company 
witli  the  Horida  on  the  26ih,  in  profecution  of  their  owa 
voyage,  leaving  the  Itorefhip  to  return  to  England* 

The  commodore  bewt  his  courfc  throtigh  the  (Ireights 
of  Magellan,  which  intricate  and  dangerous  paiPagc  he 
was  fix  weeks  and  five  days  in  making,  though  tne  diUance 
was  no  more  tlhiii  one  hundred  and  fixteen  leagues. 
Contrary  winds,  repealed  ftorms,  and  a  variety  of  danger- 
ous caufes,  united  to  oppofe  his  progrefs :  but  at  length 
all  thcfe  difficulties  appeared  to  be  overcome  by  the  en- 
trance of  the  fhips  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  9th  ef 
ApriL  On  the  26th  they  made  the  ifland  of  Mafa  Fuero^ 
where,  on  account  of  its  privacy,  which  accorded  with  his 
inftructions  and  the  nature  of  the  expedition  ou  which  he 
was  fcnt,  il.econiniodorc  tlu)Ui;lu  it  irorc  prudent  to  put 
in,  than  at  Juan  Fernandez,  from  whence  the  Spaniards 
niigfithave  been  aMe  to  liifcovcr,  and  con  feqiicutly,  perhaps^ 
frnflrate  the  ol)iLcl  of  the  voyage.  Two  davs  after  his 
arrival,    Mr.    Jiyion,  ha\in^   been  duly  authorifcd   by 
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his  inftruftiohs,  appointed  captain  Mouat  to  command 
the  Dolphin  under  him,  with  the  railk  of  poft  captain, 
and  promoted  his  own  nrft  lieuienahl'  to  be  commander 
of  the  Tamar.  The  fhips  having  completed  their  water, 
failed  from  Mafa  Fueiro  oh  the  ift  of  May,  fleering  to  the 
weft  ward. 

.  After  a  paflTage  of  thirty-fj^  dayS,  the  Tamar,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  made  a  fignal,  at  one  in  the  morning,  of 
feeing  land,  which,  oh  the  approach  of  dily,  proted  two 
fmall  iflands,  affording  no  proper  plaice  cf  anchor- 
age. On  (his  account,  added  to  his  being  tinable  to  pro- 
cure any  vegetables  or  othet  relief  for  the  ufe  of  the  lick, 
the  commodore  riimcd  them  the  I  (lands  of  Difappoint- 
ment.  On  the  eleventh  6f  the  fatne  month  the  Tamar 
again  difcovered  land.  Here,  after  a  trifling  fkirmifli 
with  the  inhabitants,  feveral  of  whom  were  unfortunately 
killed  or  wounded,  a  large  number  of  cocoa  nuts,  and  a 
confiderible  quantity  of  fcurvy-grafs,  wascolleSed  for  the 
iife  of  the  fick  :  but  no  proper  place  of  anchorage  being 
found  for  the  fhips,  they  departed,  compelled  to  be  con- 
tent with  this  temporary  refrefhment.  At  the  ifland  next 
difcovered,  a  circumftance  which  took  place  very  fooii 
after  having  quitted  the  ifland  laft-mentioned,  a  very 
friendly,  though  fhort  intercourfe  T^as  eftablifhed  with 
the  natives,  who  behaved  in  the  tnoft  hofpitable 
^nd  inofFenfivc  manner.  This  ifland  was  mimed,  by 
the  commodore.  King  George's  Ifland,  as  was  a  fecond 
Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland.  On  the  2ift  of  June  land 
ivas  again  difcovered,  but,  being  furrounded  with  (hoals 
and  breakers,  was  named  the  Ifland  of  Danger:  two 
Others  were  afterwards  feen,  the  firft  of  which  was 
named  the  Duke  of  York's  Iflahd,  and  the  fecond 
Byron's  Ifland.  The  commodore  had  now  flcirted 
that  clufter  of  fmall  iflands,  which  has  been  fince  fo  frc- 
tjuently  vifited  as  to  be  completely  explored  by  fubfequent 
havigators,  and  now  nniverfally  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Society  Iflands.  The  commodore,  by  keeping  to  the 
northward  after  he  left  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland, 
iniffed  the  opportunity  of  effeding  thofc  difcoveries  which 
have  fmce  made  fo  confpicuous  a  figure  in  the  annals  of 
navigation.  On  the  8th  of  July,  three  days  only  after 
he  quitted  the  ifland  which  bears  his  name,  he  fell  in  with 
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the  Ladronc9,  and  came  to  an  anchor  the  next  morniagiir 
the  road  of  Tinian,  havin<^  cffcftcd  his  pafPage,  from  the 
flreights  of  Magellan,  in  four  months  and  twenty  dayir 
without  having  buried  one  of  the  crew  in  the  whole  of 
that  lon^  run. 

The  Dolphin  and  Tamar  continued  at  this  ifland,  which 
isrcprefentcd  by  Mr.  Byron,  in  conformity  with  the  accoiiat 
given  in  Mr.  Anfon's  voyage,  to  have  been  a-  terreiliial 
paradife,  nearly  three  months,  principally  to  effcd  the 
recovery  of  thofe  who  were  taintt:d  with  the  fcun*y,  and 
of  whom  one  perfon  only,  belonging  to  each  fhipy  arc  fakf 
to  have  died.     The  objeft  of  the  expedition,  >vhich  war 
merely  to  afccrtain  whether  there  were  not  fevcral  iflands- 
lying  in  the  track  croflSng  the  Pacific  Ocean,   between 
the  Southern  Tropic  and  the  Equator,  being  now  com- 
pleted, the  commodore  failed  from  Tinian  on  the  2d  of 
October,  intending  to  proceed  to  Batavia  on  his  way  to 
England.     On  the  22d  of  the  fame  month  he  pafled  the 
Baihee  I  (lands;  on  the  i6th  of  November  he  entered  the 
Strcights  of  Banca;  and  on  the  27-8thof  the  fame  month 
ca.'ic  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Batavia.     Here  it  be- 
came nccellary  to  caulk  the  Dolphin  ;  which  fervice  being 
completed,  as  well  as  a  fufhcient  quantity  of  wood,  water, 
and  provifions  taken  on  board,  the  two  fhips  failed  on  the 
9th  of  December,  and,  after  a  ualfage  undiverfrfied  by  any 
pleafant  or  impleafant  occurrence  of  moment,  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Table  Bay  on  the  14th  of  February.     The  (liip^ 
foiled  from  hence  on  the  2d  of  March,  and,  after  a  fliort 
and  profpcrous  palfagc,  anchored  in  the  Downs  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1766.      The  Dolphin  being  immediately 
paid  off,  Mr.  Byron  held  no  command  after  this  time  tiU 
the  year  1769,  when  he  was,  on  the  3d  of  June,  appointed 
governor  of  Newfoimdland :  he  failed  thither  two  days 
afterwards.     He  held  this  appointment  during  the  length 
of  time  uAially  allotted  to  it,  returning  to  Europe  at 
the  accuflomed  periods.     During  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  he  had  his  broad  pendant   on  board  the  Panther, 
of  fixty  guns,  but  in  what  Ihip,  in  the  earlier  part  of 
his  command,  we  arc  ignorant. 

In  1773  ^^'^  derived  a  conlidcrablc  addition  to  his  pri* 
vate  fortune,  from  a  bcqucll  of  landed  property,  in  the. 
counties  of  York  and  Hants,  worth  20,000 1.  made  him 
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iy  the  lord  Berkley,  of  Stratton,  who  alfo  left  5000!.  to  his 
daughters,  and  2000 1.  to  each  foi^.  After  the  expiration  of 
the  time  of  his  appointment  at  Newfoundland  he  had  no 
appointment,  while  he  continued  a  private  captain.  Oa 
March  31,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  blue;  as  he  moreover  was,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1777^ 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white  ;  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1778,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;  and,  in  two  days 
afterwards,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  The  hoftile 
intentions  of  France  becoming  at  this  time  extremely 
apparent,  and  it  being  difcovered  by  adminiftration  that  a 
flrong  fquadron  of  twelve  (hips  of  the  line,  commanded 
by  the  well-kno^n  count  d'Edaign,  was  a<^ually  equipped 
and  under  orders  to  fail,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  America, 
Mr.  Byron  was  chofen  to  command  a  fquadron  of  nearly 
the  fame  force,  which  was  ordered  thither  for  the  purpole 
of  counterading  their  interference.  Mr.  Byron  failed  or 
the  9th  of  June,  and  the  fquadron  being  attacked  by  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  on  the  3d  of  July,  was  almoft  cooa- 
pletely  diijperfed,  Mr.  Byron,  who  had  his  flag  on  board 
the  Princefs  Royal,.of  ninety  guns,  arrived  alone  off  Sandy 
Hook  on  the  lothof  Auguit,  and  found  M.  d'Eftaign  at 
anchor  there  before  him*,  in  fuch  a  ftation  as  to  pro- 
vent  all  poflUBility  of  his  getting  either  into  New  York 
or  Rhode  Ifland :  he  confequently  bore  away  for  Halifax^ 
which  he  reached  in  fafety  on  the  26th« 

Having  repaired  the  trivial  injuriesthe  (hip  received  on  its 
paffage,  he  (ailed  from  Halifax  to  New  York,  in  order  to 
join  lord  Howe,  with  all  the  force  he  had  been  able  to 
colled.  This  confifled  of  no  more  than  his  own  (hip, 
the  Culloden,  of  fcventy-four  guns ;  the  Diamond  frigate, 
with  the  Difpatch  and  Hope  (loops  of  war.  But  the 
enemy,  after  a  trivial  (kirmi(h  with  fome  of  the  Engliflt 
ihips,  put  into  Bodon,  in  New  England,  as  well  for  the 
purpo(e  of  repairing  the  damages  they  had  fuftained  on 
that  occafion,  as  to  prepare,  in  other  refpeSs,  for  a  voyage 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  whither  they  were  bound.  Mr. Byron 
having  colleded  his  whole  force,  followed  thither  in  pur- 


*  Two  Hoc  of  battle-ibips  from  the  CQeisy*!  ffUtdiQD  cbaccd  Bdr# 
Byron  for  a  (hort  ume,  but  ioeffe^hully, 
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fuit,  and  arrived  in  time,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1779,  ^^  prevent  any  farther  attack  from  being  made  on 
Mr.  Barrington,  who  had  with  a  force,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  contemptible,  not  only  withftood  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  the  French  admiral,  but  had  inade  himfcif 
mafter  of  fhe  ifland  of  St,  Lucia  evep  in  his  fight.  Some 
fuccceding  months  were  fpent  in  watching  each  pther, 
during  which  time  both  fides  received  reinforcements ;  but 
the  enemy  ftill  retained  a  manjfeft  fuperioxity,  both  in 
liumbers  and  the  fi^e  of  their  ihips.  Such  was  the  fitga- 
lion  of  afFairs^  when,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the  vice- 
admifal  having  received  intelligence  that  the  rrench  fleetj^ 
in  very  great  force,  had  been  discovered  from  St.  Vincent's, 
immediately  put  to  fca  in  purfuit  of  them ;  when  on  his 
pafiage  to  (Grenada,  he  received  advice  that  the  ifland  was 
attacked  by  a  force  not  exceeding  nineteen  (hips  of  the 
line.  He  haftened  thither  with  all  poflible  fpeed^  and 
arrived  oft' St.  George's  bay,  where  the  enemy  lay  at  an- 
chor, foon  after  day-light.  On  the  6th  of  July,  imnmedi-r 
ate  meafures  were  taken  to  bring  theni  to  a  clofe  and 
decifive  aftion :  but  the  enemy's  fleet,  wlien  completely 
jformed,  was  found  to  confilt  of  twenty-feven  (hips  of  thp 
line,  inftead  of  nineteeui  which  had  been  before  dated  ^s 
their  higheft  force.  Notwithftanding  this  great  fuperio- 
rity,  the  whole  of  Mr.  Byron's  force  amounting  to  twenty- 
one  fail  only,  feven  or. eight  of  which  were  of  fixty-four 
guns,  while  very  few  in  M.  D'Eftaign's  fleet  carried  lefs 
than  feventy-four,the  latter  moftinduftrioullyavoideda  clofe 
a£lion,  a  point  he  was  enabled,  from  the  great  fupcriority  his 
Ihips  porfefled  in  point  of  failing,  to  carry  into  cfFcdl.  The 
encounter*  of  courfe  produced  nothing  decifive:  encum- 
bered as  Mr.  Byron  was  with  a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports, 
he  was  unable  to  cffcQ.  any  thing  farther,  and  Grenada  of 
courfe  fell  into  their  hands.  Mr.  Byron  himfelf,  in  his 
difpatches,  makes  the  following  remark  on  the  enemy's 
conduct. 

"  Although  it  was  evident,  throughout  the  whole  day, 
that  they  rcfolvcd  to  avoid  a  clofe  engagement,   I  could 


*  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  men  were  killed,  and  three  huu» 
li red  and  forty- fix  were  wounded. 
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fiot  allow  myfelf  to  think,  that,  with  a  force  fo  greatly 
iiiperior,  the  French  admiral  would  allow  us  to  carry  oil' 
the  tranfports  iinmolcflcd." 

Mr.  Byron  (oon  after  this  event  returned  to  England  in 
a  frigate,  leaving  the  command  with  rear-admiral  Parker, 
and  never  accepted  of  any  fubfeqnent  command.  On  the 
19th  of  March,  1779,  while  abfcnt  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  which 
was  the  highefl  rank  he  lived  to  attain. 

He  died  on  the  loth  of  April,  1786,  with  the  univerfal 
and  jiidly  acquired  reputation  of  a  brave  and  excellent 
officer,  but,  of  a  man,  extremely  unfortunate.  He  mar- 
ried, in  Auguft  1748,  Sophia,  daughter  of  John  Trevanion, 
cfq.of  Carhays,  in  the  cotmty  of  Corn  wall,  who  died  inMay 
1786.  By  her  he  had  ilFue  two  fojis;  John,  born  Feb.  7, 
1756 ;  and  George  An  fon,  afterwards  a  captain  in  the  navy, 
born  Nov.  30,  1758,  died  June  10,  1793 :  as  alfo  fe\'ca 
daughters,  three  of  whom  died  infants.  Of  the  remaining 
four,  Frances  was  married  to  Charles  Leigh,  efq.  lieute- 
nant-colonel of  the  third  regiment  of  foot  guards ;  Juliana- 
Elizabeth,  to  her  coufin  William,  fon  of  the  prcfcnt  lord 
Byron ;  fecondly.  Sept,  23,  1783,  to  fir  Robert  Wilmot, 
bart.  of  Derbyfiiire,  and  died  March  15,  1788*  Sophia- 
Maria,  and  Chark)tte-Augu(U. 

COKBURNE,  John,— was,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1746, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  PrinceiTa,  on  board  which 
Ihip  Mr.  Leftock  hoilled  his  flag  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  expedition  fitted  out  againfi:  the  coaft  of  Britaimy, 
and  in  our  account  of  whom,  the  events  of  that  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempt  have  been  already  given. ,  In  the  following  year 
he  removed  into  the  Crown,  a  fliip  of  forty-four  gims, 
which  is  the  only  fubfequent  mention  we  find  made  of 
him,  except  that  he  died  in  England  on  the  8th  of  May, 

*753-      ,         ^ 

CRAVEN,  Thomas,  —  was  the  fourth  [on  of  John 

Craven,  efq.   and    Maria   Rebecca  his   wife,    daughter 

of  Henry  Green,  of  Wykin,  in  the  county  and  city  of 

Coventry,  Warwickfhire,  efq.     In  the  beginning  of  the 

year  1 746,  he  commanded  the  Weazle  floop,  one  of  the 

velTels    then  employed  to   watch   and  reconnoitre  the 

coaft  of  France,  a  fervice  in  which  he  difplayed  great 
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aSnvity.  He  was,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1746,  pr©» 
moted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye  frigate,  which  is  the  only 
notice  taken  ot  him  during  the  then  current  war;  and, 
indeed,  after  its  conchifion,  till  a  recommencement  of 
hoftilities  was  daily  expefled.  He  was,  about  the 
month  of  July  1755,  appointed  captain  of  the  Princefs 
Mary,  which  is  the  only  notice  we  find  again  taken 
of  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  broke 
out  prefently  afterwards.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  war,  indeed,  we  know  him  to  have  been  unemployed. 
He  was  chofen,  by  a  very  great  majority,  one  ol  the  repre- 
frntatives  in  parliament  for  the  county  of  Berks,  at  the 
general  ele6^ion  in  1768:  and,  on  the  i8th  of  October, 
1770,  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiralof  the  blue.  We 
have  not,  after  the  clofeft  inveftigation,  been  able  to  col- 
left  any  particulars,  except  thofe  above  given,  relative  td 
this  gentleman.  We  find  him  however  unnoticed,  as  he 
may  appear  to  have  been,  from  the  concurrent  teftimony 
of  all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  him,  to  have  been 
a  perfon  poiTefling  the  higheft  character,  whether  conftdcred 
merely  as  a  private  gentleman  or  as  an  officer.  He  died 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1772,  being  then  reprefentative 
for  Berkshire,  but  having  experienced  no  advancement,  as 
a  flag  officer,  from  his  original  rank. 

DENT,  Cotton. — ^We  find  this  gentleman,  in  1744,  to 
have  been  commander  of  a  (loop  of  war  on  the  Jamaica 
ftation;  from  whence  he  was  difpatched  to  England,  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  year,  with  an  account  of  a  very 
violent  hurricane,  which  had  done  confiderable  damage  in 
that  quarter.  The  advice  or  packet  boat,  in  which  he 
embarked,  was  a  fmall  veiTel,  having  on  board  a  valuable 
cargo  of  gold  duft,  elephant's  teeth,  rhubarb,  and  other 
commodities  to  a  confiderable  amount.  It  was  unfortu- 
nately captured,  about  two  hundred  leagues  weft  of  the 
Lizard,  by  a  large  French  privateer,  the  crew  of  which 
ufed  the  paflengers  extremely  ill,  plundering  them  with* 
out  mercy,  and  ftripping  them  even  to  their  (hirts.  We 
do  not  know  whether  he  was  nppointcd  to  any  other  (loop 
of  war  after  his  return  to  England,  but  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1745,  we  find  him  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the  Kennington,  a  twenty-gun  fhip.  No  other  mention 
is  made  of  him  during  the  war ;  foon  after  the  clofe  of 

which. 
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^ich,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  month  of  May  1750,  he 
commanded  the  Cullodcn,  of  feventy  guns,  a  guardfliip 
ilationed  nt  Chatham.  In  1753  he  retired  ahogether 
from  the  fervice,  being  appointed  one  of  the  captains  in 
Green wich-hofpital.  This  ftation  he  held  till  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  happened  on  the  28th  of  January,  1761, 
DOUGLASS,  John. — We  labour  under  a  confiderable 
degree  of  difficulty  with  rcfpeft  to  this  gentleman,  being 
fcarcely  able,  for  reafons  already  given  in  numberlefs  pre- 
ceding ini^ances,  to  diflinguifh  between  him  and  admiral 
fir  James  Douglafs^  whom  we  have  already  given  fome 
account  of*.  We  find  a  captain  Douglafs,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  17459  a£ling  captain  of  the  Mermaid,  % 
twenty-gun  (hip,  and  believe  it  to  have  been  this  gentle- 
man, and  not  his  predeceflTort.  However  that  fadl  may 
be,  we  have  no  farther  information  concerning  him  dur- 
ing the  war.  The  fucceedi  ng  peace,  throughout  the  whole  of 
its  period,  furniflies  us  with  nothing  more  interefling« 
On  the  approaching  recommencement  of  hoQilities, 
in  17559  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Fougettx^ 
of  fixty-four  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  fent  in  that 
year  to  North  America,  under  Mr.  Bofcawen,  la 
1761  he  appears  to  hive  been  captain  of  the  Unicorn,  a 
twenty-gun  Ihip ;  but  is  in  no  other  way  noticed,  while  he 
held  this  ftation,  than  as  having,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  March,  captured,  in  company  with  the 
Tweed  frigate,  a  fmall  privateer  belonging  to  Breft,  called 
the  Marfliall  Broglio,  carrying  eight  guns  and  eighty  men. 

♦  Sec  page  «90  ct  fcq. 

f  The  following  official  account  is  given,  of  a  Yery  fptrited  aa^^ 
fortunate  tranCadion,  in  the  Gazette,  No.  8447. 

'*  Admiralty-office,  July  the  8th,  1745* 
"  Captain  Douglafs,  commander  of  his  majclty's  fliip  the  Gre^ 
liound,  of  twenty  guns,  on  his  paflage  from  Cork  to  Lifbon,  on  tae 
15th  of  April  laQ,  at  fun-riGng,  law  two  fail  in  the  latitude  of  45, 58* 
N.  to  which  he  gave  chace,  and  about  nine  got  up  with  the  flcrnmoft; 
after  exchanging  a  few  (hot,  (he  flruck.  He  then  made  fail  after 
the  other,  and  came  up  with  her  at  two,  when  ihc  (Iruck  without  firing 
a  gun.  One  proved  to  be  the  Benjamin,  captain  Daniel  Suire,  a 
Ihip  of  twenty  guns  and  fifty-feven  men ;  the  other  the  Neptune, 
captain  Larroquc  Furgeau,  a  ibip  of  eighteen  guns  aud  fony-fcvea 
■>en,  both  from  St.  Domrngo,  but  laQ  from  Havaniiah.  Their  lading 
fs  iadi^,  fMgar,  §d4  «biNit  fifteen  buodrcd  dollaci.*' 

After 
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After  this  time  we  have  no  account  of  bim  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  war :  we  know  him  to  have  been  unem- 
ployedy  and  have  no  reafon  to  believe  him  to  have  received 
any  commiflion  fubfequent  to  the  ceflation  of  hoftilitiet. 
He  was  noty  when  in  pojnt  of  feniorityhe' became  en- 
titled  to  fuch  an  advancement,  promoted  to  be  a  flag- 
officer  even  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  but  remained  on 
that  of  captains  as  retired  from  fervice.  The  lime  of  his  ' 
death  is  not  precifely  known,  but  u  fuppoled  to  have, 
happened  in  the  year  1787, 

DUDLEY,  Obrien, — was,  on  Augiift  ri,  1746,  ad- 
vanced from  the  rank  of  commander  of  a  floop  of  warto  be 
captain  of  the  Rofe  frigate.  He  was,  not  long  afterwards, 
|>romoted  to  the  Ch^erfield  and  ordered  to  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  In  the  month  of  Odober  1748)  the  Ibip  being 
then  oiFCape  CoaftCaftle,  and  the  captain,  witn  fome 
of  the  other  officers  on  (here,  Couchman  the  firft  lieute^  ^ 
nant,  together  with  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  the  carpen-  * 
ler,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  then  remaining  on  w 
board,  forcibly  poflfelled  themfelves  of  the  fhip,  with  aa 
intention  of  turning  pirates.  Their  infamous  fcheme 
was,  however,  fruftrated  by  the  intrepiditjr  and  excellent 
conduA  of  Mr.  Gaftril  the  boatfwain,  aiufted  bv  fudi  of 
die  inferior  officers  and  crew  as  had  not  joined  trie  rnuti* 
tieers,  who  retook  the  (hip  after  it  had  been  in  pofleffioa 
^  the  infatuated  infurgents  about  thirty  hours  *•    Captain 

Dudley 
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*  The  following  narradve  of  this  tranfaftioii  will  proUily  noi 
|>e  ihought  uoioterefiing. 

**  On  the  15th  of  O8ober,  1748,  captain  Dudley,  who  wia  ibca 
on  (bore  at  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  fent  off  nil  barge  to  Mr.  Couchman, 
ordering  him  10  fend  the  tatter  on  fliore,  with  the  boatfwain  of  the 
ibip,  to  fee  the  tents  flrack  on  Ibore,  and  to  bring  eveiy  thing  belong- 
ing  to  the  (hip  on  board  that  nisht :  but  Coachman  dircdly  oider^ 
the  barge  to  be  hoiflcd  in,  and  tne  boatfwain  to  tarn  all  ibe  hands  to 
the  quarter  deck,  where  Mr.  Couchman,  coming  from  his  cabbin  with 
a  drawn  fword,  faid,  "  Here  I  am,  G-d  d  mn  me,  1  will  ftand  bjr 
you  while  I  have  a  drop  of  blood  in  mv  bodjr."  He  was  accompa- 
nied by  John  Morgan,  the  lieutenant  of  mannet;  Thomas  Koigfat, 
the  carpenter;  his  mate  John  Place  a  principal  a£K>r;  and  about 
thirty  fcamen  with  cutlaffes.  They  then  gave  three  buziu,  and  threw 
their  hats  over  hoard,  d  mning  old  hats,  they  would  foonget  new. 
Couchman  then  fcnc  for  the  boatfwaiOy  to  know  if  be  would Itand  hf 

hia. 
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Dudley  was,  in  confeqiicnce  of  the  foregoing  tranfaflion. 
Cried  before  a  coprUn^artial,  of  which  fir  Edward  Hawke 

was 

• 

him,  and  go  with  him.  He  replied  '*  No^"  and  faid,  '*  For  God*a 
fake,  fir,  be  ruled  by  reafon,  and  conGdcr  what  you  are  about.^ 
Coachman  then  threatened  to  put  him  in  irons,  if  be  did  not  iola 
itftth  him ;  but  the  boatfwain  boldly  told  bira  he  never  would,  in  Uick 
piratical  deGgns.  He  was  then  ordered  into  cuAody,  and  two  ccoxir 
nejs  put  over  bira.  Coucbman  foon  after  fent  fgr  Gilham,  the  mate 
of  the  fhip,  and  made  the  fame  fpeecb  to  him ;  who  dcrircd  to  knQw 
where  be  was  bognd,  and  upon  what  account  ?  He  replied,  *'  'To 
take,  burn,  and  fink,  and  fettle  a  colony  in  the  Eaft  Indies."  There 
urere  five  or  Gx  more  put  into  cufiody  with  the  boatfwain  in  the  famft 
place,  but  they  were  confined  only  $ve  or  fix  hours,  for  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  after  their  confinement,  Couchman  fent  for  them,  into  the 

§reat  cabbin,  and  dcGred  them  tq  Gt  and  drink  punch,  after  which  he 
ifmiflcd  them.  The  next  day  the  boatfwain  was  invited  to  dinner  by 
the  new  commander,  who  began  to  rail  againft  captain  Dudley,  and 
aiked  him,  and  one  of  the  mates,  what  they  thought  of  the  affair  I 
The  bqatfwain  replied,  "  He  thought  it  rank  piracy."  On  whicl| 
Couchmau  faid,  **  What  I  baye  done  I  cannot  now  go  from ;  I  wat 
forced  to  it  by  the  fhip*s  company."  The  boatfwain  then  told  him, 
"  That  would  be  no  fandion  for  his  running  away  with  the  king's 
fiiip.''    The  carpenter  and  lieutenant  then  propofed  their  figning  « 

{Mper,  to  which  the  boatfwain  replied,  **  He  never  would,  and  would 
.  boner  fuflPer  death."  The  mate  faid  the  fame.  When  the  boatr 
fwain  came  out  of  the  great  cabbin  he  went  to  the  gunner's  cabbin^ 
who  was  then  Gck  and  unable  to  coRie  out  of  it,  but  was  of  great  ufe 
by  his  prudent  advice  and  afliftance ;  for,  after  the  boatfwain  had  tol4 
him  that  Couchman's  party  had  taken  pofFefliov  of  all  the  arms,  he  faid, 
he  could  furnifli  him  with  twenty  piflols.  By  this  time  Mr.  FraGer 
and  Mr.  Gilhim,  mates  of  the  flupj  the  gunner's  mate  and  yeomao^ 
with  the  cockfwain  of  the  barge,  were  come  to  them,  and  the  boatfwain 
communicated  his  defign  of  recovering  the  ihip  that  very  night.  To 
this  they  all  a^ed  with  the  greateft  refolution.  It  began  then  to  be 
very  dark,  being  ten  P.  M.  when  the  boatfwain  went  to  found  the 
(hip's  company.  On  the  forecaftle  there  were  about  thirty  men: 
be  then  in  a  plain,  but  prudent  manner  difclofed  the  fecret,  and  Coon 
convinced  them,  both  ot  the  facility  and  neceflity  of  putting  his  fcheme 
immediately  in  practice.  Accordingly,  the  firil  fiep  was  to  get  up  all 
the  irons,  or  bilooes,  on  the  forecaltle:  he  then  fent  for  the  twenty 
piflols,  which  were  all  loaded.  He  next  Oationed  three  men  upon  the 
grand  magazine,  and  two  to  that  zbaft;  the  remainder,  who  iiad  no 
piAols,  were  to  flay  by  the  bilboes  and  fecure  as  many  prifoners  as  he 
ihould  fend.  This  difpoGtion  being  made,  he  went  diredly  down  oa 
^he  deck,  where  he  divided  his  fm^Il  company  into  two  parties;  and 
^ne  going  down  the  main,  the  other  the  fore  hatchway,  they  foon 
fccured  eleven  or  twelve  of  the  ringleaders,  and  fent  them  up  to  the 
^c^IUp  without  the  Icafi  noife.    The  two  parties  then  joined,  and 

wens 
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%vas  prefident,  held  on  board  the  Invincible  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1749.  His  cafe  being  very  plain  he  was  ho- 
nourably acquitted  after  a  very  mort  enquiry,  but  we  do 
not  believe  him  ever  to  have  held  any  fubfequent  command. 
He  died  in  England  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1 759. 

DUFF,  Robert,  —  was,  in  the  early  part  of  the  yeaf 
i746,commanderof  the  Terror  bomb-ketch  on  the  coaft  o{ 
Scotland,  where  he  was  extremely  aSive,  as  appears, 
among  many  other  proofs,  by  the  following  cxtra£i  of  a 
letter  from  him,  dated  ofFCpll,  one  of  the  Wcftcrn  Iflands, 
May  the  19th. 

**  The  day  after  our  engagement  with  the  two  French 
men  of  war,  off  Loch  Nouay,  the  Raven  floop  joined  us; 
and  having  in  the  beft  manner  we  could,  repaired  the  da- 
mage done  us  in  our  mads  and  rigging,  upon  the  6th,  at 
four  in  thtf  mornine:,  we  failed  from  Arras.  About  noon 
we  were  in  Loch  l^ouay,  but  not  finding  the  French  (hips 
there,  we  proceeded  to  Cannay  to  endeavour  to  get  intel- 
ligence 01  them.  At  Cannay  we  were  informed  they 
paffed  by  that  ifland  upon  the  fourth,  in  the  afternoon. 
We  (leered  onward  and  fearched  the  harbours  on 
that  coaft;  but  not  finding  them  there,  went  out  to 
Stomway.  Upon  the  13th  inftant,  near  Cape  Wriath, 
we  were  joined  by  the  Scarborough  and  Glafgow  men  of 
^ar,  each  of  twenty  guns;  with  the  Tryal  and  Happy 
Jennet  (loops.  Having  intelligence  of  a  French  floop  of 
eight  guns  being  upon  that  coall,  I  was  ordered  to  fearch 
the  Loch  k)n  the  Main,  from  Loch  Brim  to  Ardnamur- 
thani  which  I  have  accordingly  done;  but  can  get  no  other 
account  of  her,  than  that  luch  a  vefltl  was  feen  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Loch  Brim  on  the  9th.  Upon  the  17th  in- 
ftant  I  joined  the  Furnace  off  Glenaley;  yefterday  we 
went  into  Loch  Nouay,  and  fent  a  party  of  men  on  (hore 
to  fearch  for  arms  and  ammunition  landed  from  the  French 
men  of  war.  We  found  twenty  barrels  of  powder  and 
about  eighty  mufkets;  which  we  brought  off." 

He  was,  on  the  23d  of  Oflober,  1746,  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  poft  captain,  and  appointed  to  the  Anglefea.    Pre* 


went  dlrcHly  to  the  great  cabbln,  where  they  fccurcd  Couchmao, 
the  lieutenant  of  marines,  and  tlie  carpenter,  whom  they  immediately 
confined  in  dilTcicnt  parts  of  the  fhip." 


TlOUi 
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Yious  to  that  time  we  have  no  information  concerning 
him.  He  retained  the  fame  command  during  the  enfuing 
year,  and  not  improbably  as  long  as  the  war  continued, 
employed,  at  lealt  during  a  part  of  it,  as  a  cruifcf 
on  the  Irifh  ftation,  where  he  appears  to  have  unforto^ 
natcly  experienced  but  little  fucceis  ;  the  only  capture  w« 
find  particularly  mentioned,  as  made  by  him,  being  the 
Extravagant,  a  fmall  privateer  belonging  to  St.  Sebaftians, 
carrying  twelve  guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  enfuing  peace  he  is  not 
known  to  have  held  anycommiifion,  his  next  fubfequenC 
command  being  that  of  the  Rochefter,  a  fifty -gun  fliip^ 
to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1755,  when  the  Britifh  go. 
vernmcnt  firft  became  apprehenfive  of  an  approaching 
rupture  whh  France.  He  retained  it  till  the  year  1760. 
During  the  year  1756  he  was  principally  employed  in 
cruifing  off  the  cbalt  of  France,  a  fervice  in  which  he 
appears  to  have  had  good  fuccefs,  particularly  in  the  cap- 
ture of  neutral  (hips,  which,  under  the  fuppofed  protec- 
tion of  their  flag,  carried  on  a  trade  extremely  lucrative 
to  themfelves,  and  injurious  to  Britain,  by  fupplying  the 
enemy  with  naval  (lores  and  ammunition.  Five  rarge 
Dutch  (hips,  kden  with  commodities  of  this  kind,-  were 
captured  by  the  Rochefter  and  Ambufcade  about  the  end 
of  Auguft.  He  was  employed  in  a  fimilar  manner  during 
the  fucceeding  year ;  and  in  the  month  of  April  capturec^ 
in  company  with  captain  Geary,  of  the  Somcrfet,  two 
large  prizes,  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  enemy, 
bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Quebec,  the  particulars  of  which 
fuccefs  have  been  already  related  at  length  in  our  account 
of  the  gentleman  laft  mentioned,  who  was  the  (enior,  or 
commanding  officer*.  Captain  DuflF  was  difpatched  ia 
purfuit  of  three  (hips  which  fled  at  the  firft  fight  of  thq 
britidi,  and,  notwithftanding  his  diligence  and  aftivity, 
were  fortunate  enough  to  eflFed  their  efcape.  When, 
however,  on  his  Veturn  to  Portfmouih,  he  fell  in  with  a 
French  privateer,  called  the  Poftillion,  belonging  to  St. 
Jean  de  Luz,  which  he  captured  and  afterwards  burnt. 
No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year  Jthan  as  having,  in  the  month  of  June,  cap- 

*  Sec  page  178,  • 

turci 
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fiircd  a  rmall  privateer  belonging  to  St.  Maloes,  calico 
the  Jean  BaptiUc. 

In  1758  he  ferved  under  lord  Howe  in  theTmall  (qua* 
dron  Avhich  covered  the  various  dcTultory  expeditions 
againd  diRerent  parts  of  the  coa(\  of  France;  and,  at  the 
unfortunate  and  perilous  affair  in  St.  Cas  bay,  com.mandecil 
the  flat,  bottomed  boats  which  took  oft'the  troops.  This  fcr- 
Tice,  which  acquired  the  utmod  a&ivitj  and  prefencc  of 
mind  in  the  midit  of  the  mofl  imminent  danger.he  executed 
"with  all  the  adroitncfs  and  attention  poflible;  k)  that  to  his 
exertions,  aided  by  thofe  of  the  gallant  officers  employed 
under  him^  we  may  fairfy  attribute,  that  the  lofs,  fuilained 
by  the  army  on  that  melancholy  occafiony  great  as  \i 
proved,  was  not  /ar  mote  extenfive  and  lamentable*  trl 
1759  he  was  employed  as  fcnior  captain  with  the  nominal 
rank  of  commodore  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  Rationed  ofFthtf 
coad  of  France,  for  the  double  purpofe  of  proteding  thtf 
Eritilh  commerce  from  privateers,  and  watching  th^ 
motions  of  the  armament  which  lay  ready  for  fea  m  thcf 

fort  of  iBreft.  In  the  firft  mentioned  part  of  his  occupatiod 
is  fucccfs  was  confined  to  the  capture  of  one  or  two  iiv 
confiderablc  veifcls^'but  in  the  lecond  and  more  confe* 
€]uential  objcft  of  his  employment  he  was  far  morcf 
fortunate  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year.  He  took  his 
fiaiion  in  Qiiiberon  Bay,  where  he  efTeftually  blocked 
a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports,  which  were  to  have  taken 
on  board  the  troops  intended  to  be  convoyed,  by  the 
marquis  de  Conflan*s  fleet, for  the  invafion  of  Ireland.  This 
judicious  meafure  adopted  by  the  Britifh  government,  and 
the  great  diligence  ufed  by  Mr.  Duflf"  in  the  execution  of 
his  orders,  contributed  very  much  to  impede  the  projected 
expedition,  and  at  length  to  render  it  abortive. 

The  firlt  objcdl  of  the  French  admiral,  when  he  put  la 
fca  in  the  month  of  November,  in  confequence  of  frr 
Edward  Hawkc  and  his  fleet  having  been  blown  off  the 
coail,  was  the  dcflnidicn  of  Mi.  Duff  and  his  little  fqua- 
dron,  confifting  of  four  fifty- gun  fliips,  the  Minerva^ 
Vengeance,  Venus,  and  Saphire  frigates.  M.  de  Con- 
flans  was  actually  in  cbace  of  thofe  fhips  when  fir  Edward 
came  up  with  him  ;  and  it  is  not  impofliblc  but  that  glo- 
rious vidory  might  be  in  fomc  degree  owing  to  his  having 
tooc*igcrlv  purfucd,  what  he  deemed  a  certain  prize,  and 

by 
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by  that  means  thrown  himfelf  fo  near  the  Britifti  fleet, 
that  his  ePcape  back  into  Bred  became  impradicable. 
Mr.  DufF  was,  not  long  after  this  time,  promoted  to  the 
Foudroyant,  of  eighty  guns,  a  prize  taken  from  the  enemy 
fometlme  before,  by  the  Monmouth.     He  is  not  otherwifc 
mentioned  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.     We  know 
of  no  fubfequent  command  held  by  this  gentleman  during 
the  time  he  continued  a  private  captain,  though  it  is  by 
no  means  improbable,  that,  at  fome  period  during  the 
peace,  he  was  ajppointed  to  a  guard- (hip.     On  the  31ft  of 
iWarch,  1775;  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admi- 
ral of  the  blue  \  and,  on  the  24th  of  the  enfuing  month, 
was  appointed  to  command  on  the  Newfoundland  (lation. 
Having  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Romney  he  failed 
thither  foon  afterwards,  with  the  Surprize,  of  28  guns; 
the  Aldborough,  of  20,  and  the  Egmont  fchooner,  under 
his  command.     On  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  he  was 
farther  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  but,  during 
his  continuance  in  command  at  Newfoundland,  met  with 
no  occurrence  in  any  degree  worthy  our  notice.     In  the 
month  of  September,  1777,  ^^  ^^^  appointed  to  the  Gi- 
braltar ftation,  whither  he  immediately  afterwards  repaired, 
having  his  flag  on  board  the  Panther,  of  fixty  guns.    Here 
he  difplayed  his  ufual  activity  and  diligence  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  his  cruifers,  and  met  with  no  inconfiderable 
fuccefs  among  the  American,  the  French,  and  Spanifli 
(hips,  but  more  particularly  the  latter,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  holtilities  in  that  quarter,  in  1779.     The 
blockade  of  Gibraltar  being  completely  formed  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  year  juR  mentioned,  and  a  Spanifli  force, 
far  fuperior  to  what  the  Britifli  court  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  leave  there,  being  conftantly  Rationed  at  Algeziras,  x 
Mr.  DufF  returned  to  England  with  Mr,  Digby  and  the 
Hcet  which,  under  the  chietcommand  of  fir  George  Bridges 
Rodney,  in  the  month  of  January  1780,  had  defeated  the 
.  Spaniih  fleet  under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara, 
and  for  a   time  effeJlually  relieved  both  Minorca  and 
Ciibraltar. 

During  his  abfence,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  29th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1778,  Mr.  DufF  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  ;  and,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1779,  to  be  vice- 
sutmiral  of  the  white ;  but  never  accepted  ot  any  command 
"^^  M  his  return  to  England  at  the  time  abovc-Itated.     On 
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the  26th  of  September  he  was,  moreoyer,  promoted  fa  be 
▼ice-admiral  of  the  red.  This  was  the  higheft  rank  he 
lived  to  attain,  for,  having  been  long  gricvoufljr  zffii&cd 
with  the  gout,  he  repaired  to  Bath,  in  the  hope  of  mectine 
with  fome  relief  from  the  falutary  cfFcAs  of  thofe 
waters  in  fuch  cafes :  but  not  experiencing  the  benefit  he 
expcfted,  was  on  his  return  to  his  native  country,  Scot- 
land; when  he  died  at  Q^iecnV Ferry,  in  confequence  of 
a  violent  attack  of  the  gout  in  his  ftomach^  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1787*. 

FALKINGHAM,  Edward,— the  fonofcommiflioncr 
Edward  I'^alkingham,  whom  we  have  already  noticed^ 
was,  in  1744,  commander  of  the  Bafiliflc  bomb-ketch. 
Afterwards  he  t  was,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1746,  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Succefs  frigate.  We  do  not  meet  with 
any  fubfequent  account  or  mention  made  of  this  gentle- 
man till  fome  time  after  the  re-commencement  of  the  war 
with  France  in  1756.  In  the  fucceeding  year  we  find 
him  captain  of  the  Sutherland,  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  the 
fleet  fcnt  on  the  unfuccefsful  expedition,  under  the  conr- 
mand  of  Mr.  Holburne.  About  the  month  of  OQober 
1758,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Princefs  Caroline^  of  eighty 
guns;  ^\hich  fhip  was,  not  long  afterwards,  put  out  of 
commillion  and  converted  into  an  hofpital  fhip,  as  being 
unfit  f<^r  any  other  kind  of  fervice.  We  do  not  believe 
him  to  have  ever  held  any  command  afterwards ;  but  no 
particular  circumftances  relative  to  him  have  come  to  our 
knowledge,  except  that  he  retired  from  the  fervice  in 
1770,  being  then  put  on  the  fuperannuatcd  lift  with  the 
rank  and  half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.  He  died  fometime  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year  1783. 

FAULK.NOR,  Samuel, — in  the  beginning  of  the  year 


*  This  gentleman  was  of  a  very  ancient  Scottifh  family,  ncarU 
related  to  the  earl  of  Fife,  who  is  defcctidcd  from  Macduff,  eigbdz 
thane  aod  afterwards  earl  of  Fife,  well  known  in  hiftory  as  the  deOroyer 
of  the  tyrant  Macbeth.  Admiral  Duff  became  (lill  more  ocarly  alhcd 
to  the  family  of  the  carl  of  Fife,  by  his  marriage  with  tjie  lady  Helen 
Duff,  fourth  daughter  of  William,  firft  earl  of  Fife;  by  her  he  had 
three  fons,  a^id  one  daughter,  afterwards  mairied,  at  Edinburgh,  oa 
tlic  «d  of  January,  1791,  to  Mr,  CUrkc,  fonof  Dr.  Clarke. 

i  See  vul.  iv.  p.  41  cc  fc^. 


NAVAL  OFFICERS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.       449 

1746,  was  commander  of  the  Vulture  Hoop  ♦ ;  from  which 
he  was,  on  April  21ft,  of  the  fame  year,  promoted  from  the 
rank  of  commander  of  a  floop  of  war,  to  be  captain  of  the 
Amazon  frigate.  From  this  veflTel  he  was  removed  into 
the  Fox,  a  velFel  of  the  fame  rate  as  the  former,  and 
tordered  to  Jamaica,  where  that  fliip  was  unhappily  loft  in 
an  hurricane,  which  took  place  on  the  i  ith  of  September, 
1751,  and  did  incredible  damage  to  the  fhippine  in  that 
quarter.  Capt.  Faulknor  and  the  greater  part  of  his  people 
ivere  fortunately  faved,  and  being  afterwards  tried  he  was 
mod  honourably  acquitted  of  all  blame.  He  was,  afteir 
his  return  to  England,  about  the  month  of  June  1752, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Hind,  which,  as  well  as  the  two 
former  [hips  he  had  commanded,  carried  twenty  guns. 
Early  in  1755  he  commanded  the  Lyme,  alfo  a  twenty-gun 
ihip ;  but  about  the  month  of  April,  or  May,  w^s  pro- 
moted to  the  Windfor,  of  fixty  guns,  in  which  command 
he  continued  during  his  life.  He  is  mentioned  in  fome 
accounts  as  one  of  the  witnefles  examined  on  the  trial  of 
admiral  Byng;  but  we  believe  this  to  be  a  miftake,  the 
Windfor  certainly  not  having  been  in  the  aftion.  The, 
Windfor  appears  to  ha%'e  been  principally,  if  not  entirely, 
employed  as  a  cmifing  (hip,  her  name  not  occurring  m 
any  of  the  lines  of  battle,  or  lifts  of  armaments  fent  on 

*  While  in  this  command  he  is  officially  mentioned  as  having  per- 
formed the  following  notable  piece  of  fervice. 

"  Captain  Faulknor,  in  the  Vulture  (loop,  being  arrived  at  Inver- 
keitben  road,  fent  the  cutter  and  boats  before,  who,  upon  their  arrival 
in  Kincardin  road,  faw  a  brig  come  out  of  Airth,  which  the  rebels  had 
feized  in  order  to  tranfport  their  cannon  from  Allowa  up  theTirtb, 
to  batter  Sirling  caftle.  The  next  morning  captain  Faulkner  arrived 
in  the  iroad  likewife ;  and  upon  the  lieutenant  <n  the  Pearl's  informing 
him  of  this,  as  well  as  of  there  being  two  more  veflelsin  Airth  that  wer* 
liable  to  be  feized  by  the  rebels  for  the  fame  purpofe,  he  fent  the  boats 
snanned  and  armed  to  bum  them,  which  tney  effe£luallv  performed 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  though  the  rebels  fired  fome  platoons  f>oni 
the  town.  While  this  was  doing  the  tide  fell  fo  low  that  he  could 
not  return  to  the  road  that  night ;  upon  which  the  rebels  in  Airth 
opened  a  battery  of  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  the  morning  began 
to  play  upon  him  very  unexpe£^cdly,  but  did  him  no  damage.  The 
*fire  from  the  (loop  diunounteJ  two  of  their  cannon,  killed  their  prin- 
ci^  engineer  (as  they  heard  by  a  roan  of  the  town)  with  fome  others, 
apd  drove  the  rebels  not  only  all  out  of  the  town  but  from  their  bat* 
.  aery  alio." 

..Vol.  V,  Ff  different 
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difierent  ferviccs,  and  in  the  line  of  his  particular  employ- 
Vient  capt.  Faulknor  appears  to  have  been  remarkably  fuc* 
cefsful.  Early  in  175S  he  captured  a  French  Eaft  India 
ihip,  bound  to  Port  L'Orient,  called  the  Pacifique  ^  and 
in  the  month  of  April,  having  been  difpatchcdy  in  com- 
eany  with  the  Efcorte  frigate,  to  intercept  two  French 
frigates  and  three  (lorefhips,  which,  according  to  infor- 
mtion  received  by  the  admiralty-board,  had  Uiled  from 
Dunkirk  a  few  days  before,  he  had  the  good  fonune  to 
fill  in  with  them  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  about  fixtcen 
leagues  diftant  from  the  Ram  Head. 

The  enemy's  two  (hips  of  w.ir  brought- to  in  a  line  as 
if  they  intended  to  engage  the  Windfor,  while  the  ftore- 
Aips  crouded  all  the  fail  they  could  to  the  weftward, 
in  the  hope  of  effeding  their  efcape.  When  the 
Windfor  had  fetched  within  about  two  gun-ibot  of  the  fri- 
gates they  alfo  made  all  the  fail  they  could,  (landing  to- 
wards their  own  coaft.  Captain  Faulknor  obferving 
this,  difpatched  the  Efcorte  after  the  ftore-ihips,  while  he 
himfelf  gave  chace  to  the  frigates.  He  continued  the 
purfuit  fome  hogrs,  till,  finding  that  the  enemy's  (hips 
greatly  outfailed  him,  he  abandoned  that  part  of  the  diace 
and  ftood  after  the  convoy,  which  was  now  barely  dif* 
cemible  from  his  poop.  After  continuing  the  chace  with 
the  mated  eagernefs  during  the  night,  one  (hip  only  was 
vifible  at  day-light ;  this  captain  Faulknor  loon  after- 
wards came  up  with  and  captured.  She  was  called  the 
St.  Peter,  was  a  large  (hip,  and  had  on  board  nearly  fixir 
hundred  tons  of  provifions  and  ftoresj  with  a  thoufand 
ftands  of  arma,  intended  for  Qiiebec. 

In  thefpringof  thecnfuing  year  captain  Faulknor  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  in  the  fame  line  of  fer\'ice  we  hai'e 
miready  feen  him  occupied ;  and,  on  April  27th,  fell  in  with 
lour  laise  (hips,  which,  on  bwing  chaced,  formed  a  line  to 
receive  him.  Captain  F«^uIknor  brought  the  ftemmoft  t0 
a&ion ;  upon  which  her  compa-  ions  broke  the  line,  endea- 
^rourcd  to  favc  ihemfeh*es  by  flight,  and  thci  ftu^  engMd 
furfendercd.  It  pcoixni  to  be  the  Due  de  CYitf^Tcs^  ^  % 
kdH^^lodie  Ficach  EaR  India  coinpM2.v^.™c 
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was  pierced  for  fixty  gtms,  but,  being  zrtni  en  flute,  htti 
only  twenty-f()!ir  twelve  pounders  mounted,  with  a  crevT 
of  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  men,  twenty-eight  of 
whom  were  killed  and  eighteen  wounded;  while  the  in* 
jury  fuftained  by  the  Windfor  amounted  to  only  one  mart 
killed  and  fix  wounded.  The  three  fhips  which  efcaped 
were  armed  and  laden  in  the  fame  manner  the  prire  waj; 
but  were  of  different  rates,  one  being  pierced  for  fevcnty^ 
a  fecond  for  fifty-four,  and  the  third  for  twenty-four  gunt. 
Captain  Faulknor  furvived  this  crent  but  a  very  (hor^ 
time,  dying  on  the  28th  of  May  following. 

FERGUSON,  John.— This  gentleman,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1 746,  was  commander  of  the  Furnace 
bomb,  then  employed  as  a  cruifer  off  the  coaft  of  Scot- 
land*, He  rendered  himfelf  fo  confpicuous  on  that 
(tation  by  his  adtivity,  diligence,  and  general  condud, 
that  he  was,  on  the  fixth  of  Oftobcr  in  the  fame  year, 
promoted,  as  it  is  faid,  in  confequence  of  the  exprefs  in- 
terference and  recommendation  of  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, to  be  captain  of  the  Nightingale,  a  new  frigate 
then  jud  launched.  During  the  cnfuing  year  we  believe 
him  to  have  been  principally  employed  as  a  cruifer ;  and 
in  the  month,  either  of  September  or  Odober,  he  again 
very  mucK  di(lingui(hed  himfelf  by  the  capture  of  a 
French  (hip  of  fomewhat  fuperior  force,  called  ihe  Dau* 
phin  Royal,  carrying  twenty- two  guns  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  The  enemy  made  a  very  obflinate  though 
running  fight,  and  was  not  overpowered  till  after  a  conteft  of 
ten  hours  continuance.  No  farther  mention  is  made  of 
him  till  the  year  17539  when  we  find  him  commanding 
the  Porcupine  iloop,  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  very 
aftively  employed  in  fcouring  that  quarter,  and  preventing 
the  return  of  the  rebel  chiefs,  many  of  whom,  after  hav- 
ing efcaped  to  France,  it  was  then  rumoured,  were  on  the 
pomt  of  attempting  to  repair  again  to  their  native  countryt 
in  the  hope  of  exciting  feme  freih  infurredion  t. 

Wc  have  no  account  of  him  after  this  time  till  the  year' 
1758,  when  he  was  captain  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  fent  on  the 

*  *'  Captain  Fcrgufoo,  of  the  Furoace,  hu  feixed  eight  biiiKlred 
flands  of  arms  at  McDonald,  of  BanafdaleVhoufe,  in  the  iBe  of 
R»ray.**^Gac  No.  S^ao. 

t  He  wai  not  long  aitcrwardt  appointed  rrgulatioig  officer  on  tlic 
faae  fiatton. 

F  f  a  ex- 
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expedition  againft  Louifburg*,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Bofcawen.  He  remained  in  the  Tame  Ration  during 
«  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  but  neither  himfelf  nor  hi» 
£hip  are  again  noticed  till  the  jear  1762,  when  the  Prince 
of  Orange  was  one  of  the  Channel  fleet  under  the  orders 
of  fir  Edward  Hawkc,  and  his  royal  highnefs  the  late  duke 
of  York.  In  both  the  ferviccs  laft-mentioned^  as  well  as 
every  other  in  which  he  was  employed  during  the  war,  he 
appears  to  have  unfortunately  had  no  opportunity  of 
encreafing  either  his  fame  or  fortune*  After  the  conclu« 
(ion  of  the  war  he  was^  about  the  month  of  June  17639. 
appointed  to  the  Romney,  of  fifty  guns,  but  quitted  that 
command  foon  afterwards,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Firme, 
a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns ;  as  he  afterwards  was  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  a  (hip  of  the  fame  force.  He  died  on 
the  13th  of  June,  1767. 

FERRERS,  Wafhington  Shirley  t,  Earl  of,  — was  the 
fecond  fon  of  Lawrence^  third  earl  of  Ferrers,  and  Anne, 

fourth 


*  An  anecdbte  is  related  of  this  gentleman  in  Entick's  Hifioij, 
which  wc  think  it  wbuld  be  an  a£i  of  injufiicc  to  bii^  to  fuppreis. 
The  coaO  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loiiilburg  was  fa  extremely  welf 
fortiBcd,  boih  by  art  and  nature,  (hat  it  was  generally  deemed  almoft 
an  impraflicability  to  cfFe£l  a  landing:  the  admiral  took  the  advice 
of  each  commander  feparatcly,  and,  to  ufe  the  hidorian's  own  words, 
•*  It  coming  to  the  turn  of  captain  Fergufone,  an  old,  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  whom  Mr.  Bofcawen  had  requefted  from  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  to  attend  him  in  this  fervicc,  and  in  whofe  opinion 
and  coQdu6l  on  the  mod  trying;  occaGons  he  could  place  great  confi- 
dpnce.  This  captain  having  delivered  himfclf  in  the  moft  rerpc£lful 
terms  in  regard  to  the  opinions  of  his  brethren,  whofe  reafons  the 
admiral  tngenuoufly  related  to  him,  and  defpifingthe  arguments  drawn 
irom  the  danger  of  the  ferrice,  for  proving  an  impra^icability  with- 
out an  adual  attempt  to  land,  and  to  force  the  enemy's  poOs  with  all 
the  art  and  Arength  in  their  power,  he  advifed  the  admiral,  for  his^ 
own  honour  and  the  glory  of  his  country,  to  exert  that  power  witb- 
which  he  was  invefted,  and  not  to  leave  it  to  the  uncertain  rcfolutions 
of  a  council  of  war,  which  had  bf^cn  fo  fatal  at  Minorca,  at  Rochfort, 
and  even  at  Hallifax,  to  the  difgrace  of  all  concerned,  and  to  the 
extreme  lofs  of  the  nation.*' 

The  admiral  acquiefced  in  the  juftnefs  of  the  captain's  obfervation 
on  councils  of  war ;  thanked  him  for  his  open  and  honeft  advice ;  re- 
(blved  to  call  no  council,  but  flrifVly  to  adhere  to  his  rnOrudions^ 
vhich  were  to  land  the  troops  on  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

f  The  ancient  family  of  Shirley  derive  their  deicent  from  Safnallo,. 
0r  Sewalllis  de  Etingdon,  whofe  name  Tfays  Dugdale  in  bis  Antiqai* 
ties  of  Wirwicklhiic)  argues  him  topc  of  tM  old  EngUfli  ftockr 

vhida 
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fourth  daughter  to  fir  Walter  Clarges,ofAfton,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  bart.  Having  betaken  himfelf  to  a  mari- 
time life,  and  undergone  the  neceiTary  years  of  proba-» 
tion,  as  well  as  pafTed  through  the  fcveral  more  fubordinate 
ranks  of  midfliipman,  lieutenant,  and  commander,  with 
the  higheft  credit  and  reputation,  he  was,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1746,  appointed  captain  of  the  Fox  frigate.  He 
remained  but  a  very  (hort  time  in  this  fhip>  having  been, 
early  in  theenfuing  year,  promoted  to  the  Dover,  of  forty- 
four  gum.  From  this  (hip  he  removed  into  the  Renown, 
a  frigate  captured  by  him  a  fhort  time  before,  while 
captain  of  the  Dover.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1753 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Mermaid  frigate,  in  which 
he  probably  continued  till  the  commencement  of  the  war 
with  France,  in  1756,  In  1758  he  was  captain  of  the 
Due  D'Aquitain,  of  fixty  guns»  and  the  only  fub- 
fequent  command  in  which  we  find  him  mentioned,  is 
that  of  the  Temple,  a  fhip  of  the  line,  carrying  feventy 

fins,  one  of  the  Channel  fleet  under  the  orders  of  fir 
divard  Hawke,  which  totally  defeated  that  of  France, 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1759,  in  Qiiiberon  Bay. 
Captain  Shirley  on  this  occafion  diftinguifhed  in  a  very 
confpicuous  manner,  but  fucceeding  to  the  title  of  earl 
Ferrers,  on  the  death  of  his  unfortunate  brother,  Law- 
rence, the  fourth  earl,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1760,  he  from 
that  time  quitted  the  naval  fervicc.  On  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1761,  he  was  clcfted  fellow  of  the  royal  fociety, 
in  compliment  to  him  for  a  fcries  of  very  accurate  obfer- 
vations  he  made  on  the  tranfit  of  Venus  over  the  fun,  on 
the  fixth  of  June  preceding,  and  which  he  had  commu- 
nicated to  that  learned  body,  together  with  many  other 
ufeful  and  intereding  difcoveries,  tending  to  the  improve- 
ment of  mathematical  and  nautical  knowledge.  His 
lordlhip  having  for  many  years,  as  we  have  already  dated, 
declined  the  fervice,  continued  a  long  time  at  the  head  of 
the  lift  as  the  fenior  captain  capable  of  ferving;  but  after- 


vliicb  Sewallot  reQdcd  at  octbcr  Rtin^on  in  com.  Warwick  about 

I  of  king  Edward  the  Confeflor;  which  place  liad  been  tho 

aoccSoriy  m  there  if  rciron  to  bclievei  for  muy  geoer*- 

Ff  3  wards. 
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vrardsy  zs  a  very  proper  and  honourable  teditnony  of  the 
abilities  he  had  difplayed  wh?n  adiially  engaged  in  (er- 
vice,  wa<?,  on  the  31ft  of  March,  1775,  advanced  to  be 
rear-admiral  of  the  white,  which  was  his  firlt  appointment 
in  the  rank  of  a  fiag*officer.  On  the  3d  ot  February, 
1776,  he  was  moreover  promoted  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue.  This  was  the  higheft  rank  his  lordfbip  lived  to 
attain  to,  he  dying  at  Stanton  Harold,  in  Lcicefterfliire, 
on  the  ift  of  O^Slobcr,  1778,  was  buried  there*  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  — —  Elliot,  of  Plymouth,  efq, 
but  had  no  ifllie. 

HARLAND,  Sir  Robert,«^was  appointed  a  lieutenant 
in  the  navy  on  the  25th  of  February,  1742^  and  ferved 
under  Mr.  Mathews,  at  the  time  of  the  encounter  with 
the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  oiF  Toulon,  as  fourth  lieu«~ 
tenant  of  the  Namur.  In  the  month  of  January  I745> 
he  was  advanced  to  be  commander  of  the  Scipio  iirefiiip. 
From  this  time  we  have  no  account  of  him  till  his  pro- 
motion, on  the  xgth  of  March,  1 746,  to  be  captun  of  the 
TiJbury,  He  retained  this  command  till  the  end  of 
the  year  17471  when  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Now 
tingham,  of  fixty  gims,  one  of  the  fquadroo  ftaitioaed  lo 
cruife  in  foundings^  under  the  otxlers  of  fir  Edward  Hawke. 
He  had  ferved  uiider  that  gallant  officer,  during  the  ktler 
part  ofhisfervice  as  captain  of  the  Tilbury.  Inthislhipbe 
diftinguifhed  himfelf,  in  the  moft  confpiciious  manner,  at 
the  attack  and  defeat  of  L'Etendiere's  fquadron,  fo  that  rear* 
admiral  Hawke,  in  his  account  of  the  a£tion,  makes  particu- 
lar mention  of  him  in  the  following  terms.  **  Capt.  Har* 
land)  in  the  Tilbury,  obferving  that  ihe  (one  of  the  eneeiya 
fhips)  fired  fmgle  giuis  at  us,  in  order  to  di fmafl  us,  (lood  on 
the  other  tack  between  her  and  the  Devonftiire,  and  gave 
her  a  very  fmart  fire."  Soon  after  his  appoimoKnt  to  the 
Nottingham,  in  co  ifequence  of  the  death  of  captain 
Saumarcz,  who  was  killed  in  the  adion  juft-nxntioncd, 
he  had  a  frefti  opportunity  of  dillingnilhing  himielf  in  the 
attack  of  the  Magnanimc,  a  French  (liip  of  war,  carrying 
feventy-four  guns  and  fjx  hundred  and  eighty-fix  men, 
commanded  by  the  marquis  D'Albert,  chef  dcfcadre. 
T^is  Ihip  was  difcovered  by  the  fquadron  on  the  Uft  day 
of  January,  1747-8.  The  Nottingham,  with  the  Port* 
Jand,  captain   Stevens,   being  ordered  to  chafe,  captain 

Hailand 
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Harland  got  op  with  the  enemy  about  ten  o'clock,  and  im- 
mediately began  to  engage ,  as  did  the  Portland,  which 
(hip  was  a  confiderable  diihince  aflern  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  adlion,  in  about  an  hour  afterwards.  The 
fea  ran  fo  high  as  to  prevent  both  the  aifailants  and  the 
enemy  from  opening  their  lower  ports,  and  ferved  to 
prolong  the  adion  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  owing  to  the 
uncertainty  of  firing  with  efFed  in  fuch  a  fwell.  In  this 
encounter  the  Nottingham  had  fixteen  men  killed- and 
eighteen  wounded  *;  but  the  injury  fudained  by  the  orixe 
amounted  to  forty-five  men  killed  and  one  hundreo  and  , 
five  wounded. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  an  event  which  took 
place  not  long  after  this  time,  Mr.  Harland  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Monarch  guardihip,  at  Portfmoutti, 
where  we  find  him,  in  the  month  of  June  1749,  one  of 
tbe  members  of  the  court-martial,  ^lembled  on  board  the 
Invincible,  for  the  trial  of  captain  Dudley,  of  the  CheC^ 
terfieid,  and  the  mutineers  who  had  attempted  to  ran  awa^ 
with  that  fliip.    He  was  next  appointed  to  the  Eflex,  » 
third  rate  of  fixty- four  guns,  in  1755,  and  afrerwaidt 
removed  into  the  Cofiqueror,  a  third  nrte  of  fe?enty« 
four  guns,  one  of  the  fqiiadrotf  fent  into  th^  MecHierm* 
neaa,  in  the  year  1 759,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Befcawen. 
He  was  one  of  the  commandert  detached  by  the  admiral^ 
as  already  related  in  the  account  of  admrrat  CalUs,  and 
Mr.  Bofcawen  himfelf  t,  to  burn  two  fkips  which  lajr 
at  the  entrance  of  Toulon  harbour.     On  this  periloos^ 
though  unfuccefsful  occafion,  being  cannonaded  by  two 
heavy  mafked  batteries,  he  behaved  with  the  greateft  firm- 
nefs,  intrepidity,  and  fptrit.     This  (hip  having  returned^ 
to  England  not  long  afterwards,  captain  Harland  quitted 
her,  and  we  do  not  find  him  mentioned  as  holding  any 
command  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  or,  indeed,  a« 
long  as  he  continued  a  prrvate  captain,  a  ft^tfron  from 
which  he  was  advanced,  to  be  rear-admirat  of  the  bhie, 
on  the   1 8th  of  Oftobcr,   1770.      Ahnoil  immediately 
afterwards  he  was  appointed  to  command-in-chief  in  the 

*  The  lofs  of  tbe  Portland,  and  tbe  (bare  tbat  (hip  held  in  this  ae* 
tloD,  bave  been  already  related,  page  231. 
t  See  vel.  iv.  p.  Mt.  and'vm.  ▼•  p.  i«t. 

F  f  4  Eaft 
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Eaft  Indies*,  and  fent  thither  with  a  fmall  fauadron, 
confifting  of  four  (hips,  the  Northumberland,  ot  fcventy 
guns,  hi  sown  (hip ;  theOrford  and  Buckingham,  of  the  fame 
force ;  and  the  Warwick  of  fifty  guns,  which  were  ordered 
thfther  to  countera(^  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by 
the  French  againft  our  fettlements  in  that  quarter,  that 
nation  having  caufed  jealoufy  in  the  Britiih,  by  fending 
thither  a  force  more  than  ufuaily  formidable  for  a  time  of 
profound  peace.  No  occurrence,  however,  in  the  lead 
degree  worthy  our  remembrance  took  place  during  the 
time  be  was  abfent  on  this  flation,  from  whence  he  re- 
turned in  177s,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  8th  of 

Mav. 

Oh  the  31ft  of  March  preceding  this,  he  was  advanced 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red;  as  he  was,  on  the  3d  of 
February,  in  the  year  enfuing,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the 
Wuc;  in  1777,  ot  the  while;  and,  in  1778,  of  the  red. 
He  had,  however,  no  command  till  the  appearances  of 
approaching  hoftilities  with  France,  in  1778,  became 
ferious:  he  was  then  appointed  fecond  flag  officer  of 
the  main  or  Channel  neet,  under  the  orders  of  Mr. 
KeppeL  He  hoifted  his  flag  firft  on  board  the  Hedor,  in 
the  month  of  March,  and  removed  it  quickly  afterwards 
into  the  Queen,  of  ninety  guns;  in  which  fhip  he  conti- 
nued to  ferve  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  was 
fortunate  enough,  amidd  the  tremendous  diftradion  and 
violence  of  parties,  which  then  fo  ftrangely  convulfed  the 
fervice,  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  none,  and  merit  the  refpe£t 
of  all.  The  circumftances  of  the  a£lion  are  too  recent, 
too  generally  known,  and  in  other  places  too  fully  de- 
fcanted  on,  to  render  any  recapitulation  of  them  necelfary. 
He  continued  in  fervice  only  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  in  which  period  no  occurrence  took  place  memor- 
able enough  to  merit  our  particular  attention.  The  re- 
tirement of  Mr.  Keppel  we  believe  to  have  had  confider- 
able  influence  in  caufing  that  of  fir  Robert  alfo:  but 
whatever  might  be  the  caufe  he  never  accepted  of  any 
fubfequent  command. 

On  the  8ih  of  April,  1782,  he  was  advanced  to  be 
admiral  of  the  blue,  having,  on  the  30th  of  March  pre- 
—  ■— p 

*  On  the  15th  of  March,  1771,  he  was  created  a  bvonct. 

ceding^ 
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ceding,  been  appointed  one  of  the  commiflionbrs  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  a  (lation  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  till  the  28th  of  January,  1783,  within  n 
very  (hort  time  of  his  death.  He  died  at  Sproughton,  noi 
having  attained  any  higher  rank  as  a  fiag-o(Scer,  on  the 
aSth  of  February,  1783. 

HARMON ,  William, — after  having  been  a  fubordinate 
officer  *  in  the  royal  navy,  is,  by  fome  accounts,  ftated  to  have 
been  many  years  employed  in  the  fervice,  firft  blFthe  Weft" 
India  mercliants,  and  afterwards  of  the  port-office,  in  which 
he  is  faid  to  have  commanded  a  packet  boat.  In  1741 
he  was  lieutenant  of  the  Folkftone,  a  fifth  rate  of  44 
guns,  and,  in  1745,  of  the  Pembroke,  a  fourth  rate  of  60- 
On  the  26th  of  January,  1746,  he  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  Richmond  frigate,  and  is  not  otherwiie particularly  men- 
tioned during  the  war,  or  the  fucceeding  peace.  Sometime 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  was,  about  the 
year  1762,  appointed  to  the  St.  Anne,  of  fixty- four  guns. 
He  quickly  afterwards  removed  into  the  Berwick,  a  ihip 
of  the  fame  force.  He  is  faid  in  fome  accounts  to  have' 
incurred  cenfure  during  the  time  he  held  the  latter  (!om<^ 
mand,  but  of  this  we  have  no  information  that  we  dare 
rely  on,  nor  have  we  any  farther  particulars  relative  to  this 
gentleman,  except  that  he  died  on  the  January  19,  1766. 

HOWE,  Richard,  Earl.  —  This  noble  perfon,  who 
is  rtill  living,  is  the  third  fon  of  fit  Emanuel  Scrope,  the 
fecond  lord  vifcount  Howe,  and  Mary-Sophia-Charlotte,  , 
cldeft  daughter  to  the  baron  Kielmanfegge.  Having  be- 
taken himfelf  to  a  maritime  life,  he  was,  after  pafling 
through  the  different  fubordinate  ftationst,  on  the  loth 
of  April,   1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Triton 

*  A  miclfhipman  or  mafter's  mate. 

t  At  the  time  of  the  ScouiOi  rebellion,  in  1745,  we  find  hia 
commanding  the  Baltimore  on  that  flation  ;  and  is  particularly  men* 
tioned,  in  the  journal  of  the  Qcge  of  Fort  William,  in  the  lollowing 
terms. 

**  Tuefday,  March  the  ift,  1746,  the  Baltimore,  captain  Richard 
Howe,  went  up  towards  Killarndv  Barns  in  order  to  prote6i  the  land- 
ing of  our  men.  He  fired  (ieverai  (hot,  and  threw  fome  cohorn  (helUy 
and  fct  one  hovel  on  fire;  but  could  not  attempt  landing,  for  tho 
rebels  were  intrenched  by  a  hollow  road,  or  rill,  and  in  great  nam- 
^rs.     The  Baltimore's  guns,   being  only  four- pounders,   had  no 

K'**ed  on  the  flone  walls  of  thefe  barns,  which  the  rebels  had  loop- 
led«    We  brought  our  people  backAvithout  ^ny  dvnage." 

9  frigate ; 
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frigate  ;  bat  no  farther  particular  mention  is  made  of  him 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  except  that  he  com- 
manded the  Rippon,  a  fourth  rate  of  fixty  guns,  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea;  and  the  Cornwall^  a  third  rate  of 
eighty  guns,  under  admiral  Knowies.  In  the  early  part 
CM^the  year  1751  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Glory,  of 
forty  guns :  at  the  condufion  of  the  fame  year  he  i^as  ap- 
pointed to  the  Mary  yacht,  as  fucceflbr  to  captain  Allen, 
then  deceafed ;  but  quitted  this  ftation  in  the  month  of  May 
1752,  on  being  then  commiffioned  to  the  Dolphin  frigate. 
He  was  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Strei^ts, 
where  he  was  employed  in  many  delicate  fervices, 
which  he  executed  wiih  the  greateft  adroitnefs*.  He 
sctuined  to  England  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  I1754  ;  and, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing,  we  find  him  comnuoid- 
log  the  Dunkirk,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  put  into 
conuniffion  in  confequence  of  the  apprehended  ruptnm 
with  France ;  and  which,  in  confequence  of  that  expec- 
Ulion,  was  one  of  the  fleet  ordered  to  America  under  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Bofcawen.  In  their  paflage  thither  a  very 
ooniequential  event  took  place,  in  which  captain  Howe, 
much  to  bis  honour,  bore  a  very  diftinguiflied  (hare. 

The  particulars  of  this  ttxalk&ioB  have  beeB  variioiif  y 
related;  but,  from  (everal  corrobdrating  circumfbikces^ 
the  following  appears  to  be  nearly  the  troe  ftate  of  the 
ia&  The  Britiih  fleet  on  its  panage  fell  in  with  fome 
-ihips  feparated  from  the  French  fquadron  nnder  M.  Boid 
de  la  Mothe.  The  Dunkirk,  the  Defiance,  and  forac 
other  (hips  were  ordered  to  chace.  The  Dunkirk  com- 
ing up  with  the  Alcide,  captain  Howe  hailed  the  captain, 
ar^  civilly  requeued  him  to  attend  him  down  to  the  admi- 
ral. The  French  captain  refufed^  and  quaintly  a(ked  if  it 
was  peace  or  war?  Captain  Howe  replied,  he  knew 
nothing  of  that,  but  was  ordered  to  bring  his  (hip  down. 
The  French  captain  agai-n  renewed  his  qweftion,  and  in 
the  fame  terms.     He  received  the  fame  anfwer,  with  an 

♦  *•  Madrid,  Augnft  fi6(h,  1753. 
•*  We  learn  from  Gibraltar,  that  the  honourable  captain  Howe, 
commander  of  his  majcfty's  (hip  the  Dolphin,  now  in  that  bay,  hav- 
ing been  ordered  to  go  to  the  port  of  Sallce,  to  inform  himfetf  of  tfte 
intention  of  the  Moors,  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,,  wais  anfwered, 
that  their  dcfign  wa5,  to  obfcnrc  their  treaties  witft  his  Britannic 

additional 


NAVAL  OFFICfiES  Of  GEEAT  BEITAIN.         459 

additional  reaucft,  that  he  would  prepare  for  the  worft,  as 
he  (captain  Howe)  faid  he  expe^ed  every  moment  a  fig- 
nal  from  the  admiral  to  fire  into  him,  in  confeqnence  of 
his  not  bringing  to. 

To  this  account  is  added,  that  captain  Howe  obferving 
a  number  of  land-officers  and  their  ladies,  with  many 
foldiers,  {landing  thick  upon  deck,  he  admonifhed  them  to 
go  below,  which  being  foon  afterwards  complied  witb^ 
the  French  (hip,  as  it  is  confidently  faid,  fired  into  the 
Dunkirk ;  and  the  a£tion,  after  feme  continuance,  ended 
in  the  furrenderof  the  Alcide*.  No  other  memorable  occur* 
rence  appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the  abfence  of 
the  fleet  on  this  expedition.  During  the  enfuing  year 
captain  Howe  retained  the  fame  command,  but  is  not 
particularfy  mentioned,  except  as  having  poflfefled  bimfeif 
of  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  French  coafi,  m  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Guernfey,  and  having  made  the  garrifon  of  the 
fmall  fort  which  defended  it,  amounting  to  about  one  hun^ 
dred  men«  prifoners.  He  not  long  after  this  was  promoted 
to  the  Magnanime,  of  74  guns ;  in  which  fbip  he  ferved 
<luring  the  year  1757,  as  one  of  the  fleet  under  the  ordors 


,^  The  following  extrad  of  1  letttr  apeeare^  in  many  of  cbc  peri- 
odical poblicatioiM  aid  newfpapert  of  the  timt,  (aid  to  bme  oee» 
received  from  on  boaid  the  Monar<|ue. 

'*  On  the  6di  of  June,  being  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Race,  and 
the  fog  clearing  up  at  break  ofday,  we  cfpicd  four  fail  01  French  mea 
of  war  four  miles  to  the  windward:  the  fignal  was  given  to  chaoe  aacf 
ckar  (kip,  which  we  obtytd ;  but  the  fog  returning  we  loft  fighc  of 
them.     Ail  the  7  th  foggy.    On  the  8ih  cIcarweatlMr. 

At  fun  rife  we  faw  three  fiul,  which  we  obferved  perceived  ut  at  the 
fame  time,  and  prepared  for  an  enmemcnt,  their  hencoops,  lablec, 
•ahnu,  hogii,  &c.  being  floating.  The  Dunkirk  ftole  away  ^om  us, 
aad  ai  twelva  o'clock  was  alengide  the  fieriMaoi  Slip  of  the  Freach. 
The  adoMPal  feeing  tbia»  and  we  aot  hcifiK  thtee  aulea  off,  the  red  flag 
wai  hoifted  at  il^  fore* top-gallani-mafl  head;  upoa  which  captaio 
Howe  difchargcd  hit  gtiat  below  aad  alofc,  and  the  French  coouiio* 
done  did  ihe  fame.  By  the  time  they  had  exchanged  two  broadfidca  w« 
came  ap,  both  fla^  flyipg*  He  feeing  that,  brought  the  fliip  by  ch« 
lee,  wim  aM  (ailt  Mack,  aad  fired  hia  lower  and  upper  tier^  hot  hilled 
not  a  maa:  the  encmy'a  (hot  tore  oiir  foffe«(ail»  killed  two  aacn  in  tha 
Torbay,  aad  (even  in  the  Daakirk.  Wa  fired  two  lower  deckart  aad 
theoflie  Affttck.  She  moaotcd  fixty-four  guas,  and  hadoo  boafd  aioa 
baadted  mco«  moft  lorcea  ;  the  general  bein^  hilled  m  the  fidbt,  the 
fovtmor  of  Lottifburg  and  four  gflkait of  aate  were  talMa  pnSoaen^ 
tad  iP^»ooo  1.  fierliog." 

of 
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offir  Edward  Hawke,  on  the  honourable,  though  unfue* 
cefsfu:,  expedition  againft  Rochfort.  He  was  on  this 
occafion  ordered ,  as  may  be  well  remembered,  by  all  in 
any  degree  convcrfant  in  the  hiftory  of  his  time,  to  attack 
the  fort  on  the  Ifle  of  Aix»  an  aflault  which  he  conduded 
\n:h  the  greateft  vigour;  and  a^conqueft  he  happily  at« 
chi^vedy  after  an  hour's  cannonade,  without  either  diffi- 
ciilrv  or  injury.  This  was  the  mod  material  and  fub* 
Ibr.iial  fuccefs  which  graced  the  expedition.  In  the 
fyilcwiag  )-ear*he  removed  into  the  Eflcx,  of  (ixty-four 
gurs,  an\!  was  appointed  commodore  of  the  light  fqua* 
if  :cn  "^  immediatety  deftined  to  cover  the  landing  of  the 
forall  army  coormanded  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
W2S  lent  to  attempt  the  redudion  of  St.  Maloes,  while  a 
fleet,  under  the  orders  of  lord  Anfon,  proceeded  ofFBreft 
to  prevent  any  intemiption  from  the  naval  force  in  that 
quarter.  Mr.  Howe  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  ift  of 
June ;  and  the  troops,  after  being  landed,  completed  the 
faufinefs  on  which  they  were  fent,  as  far  as  they  were  com- 
petent, withcut  undertaking  a  regular  fiege.  Having 
defh-o^ed  all  the  magazines,  t(^ether  with  the  (hipping 
in  the  ^^TX^  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  fail, 
they  were  reimbarked,  without  k)fs  or  even  interruption, 
cr  rhe  i6th  of  the  fame  month.  The  fquadron  and  the 
tr: .  's  next  proceeded  to  Cherburg,  an  attempt  w  hich 
the  .  :  ■  -  rable  weather  compelled  the  commander-in- 
chief  t:  -::..-.::  ri  for  that  time  :  fcarcit}'  of  provillons  and 
other  neccl;:.::ci  •:'^n.p=lKd  hirp  to  return  ;  and  the  troops 
being  diT'  ':  bark  d,  we  re  ord.n  d  to  encamp,  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  rcficlhmcnt,  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

*  On  tbe  10th  of  March,  i?58»  he  married  Mary,  daa^hter  of 
Chiverton  Hartopp,  of  Welby.  in  the  county  of  Lcicefler,  efq. 

f  Its  force  cobfiOed  of  the  Eflex,  of  fixty-fonr  guns;  ihe  Roches 
Iter,  Ponland,  and  Deptford,  of  fifiv  guns  each  ;  the  PsaDas  and  Bril- 
liant, of  thirty-fix;  the  Richniord  and  AAive  of  thiriy-iwo;  the 
hlaidOoor,  of  twenty^eight ;  the  Flamborough  and  Rofe,  of  twenty ; 
the  Succefs,  Salrafti,  Sn'allow,  Speedwell,  and  Diligence  floopt,  of 
iixteen;  the  Cormorant,  of  fourteen ;  the  Plato  and  Salamander  fire- 
ihips ;  two  bomb-ketches,  the  Infernal  and  Granada ;  ten  cutters ;  one 
handled  tranfports  with  the  troops;  tiwnty  tenders  and  two  ftore- 
fnips.  Thcfe  were  a  few  davs  afterwards  joined  by  the  Ifis,  of  fifty 
gwt,  an^  four  uaufports  witk  troops. 

Tho 
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The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  a  part  of  his  army  wcrt 
ordered  immediately  ;jft  „:  wurds  to  Germany.  Lieutenant- 
general  Bligh  was  appointed  to  c(>miiiand  the  remainder^ 
which  again  being  embarked,  were  ordered  to  return  to 
the  coaft  of  France,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  alarming 
the  enemy,  as,  by  a  diverfion,  compelling  them  to  make 
large  detachments  from  their  army  m  Germany,  as  in  the 
hope  of  efFe£ling  fome  material  injury,  wherever  it  was 
found  poflible  to  make  any  ferious  impreflion.  His  lord- 
fhip,  who  had  a  (hort  time  before  this  fucceeded  to  the 
title  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  who  was  unfortunately 
killed  in  America,  before  Ticonderago,  failed  from  St« 
Helen's  on  the  ift  of  Auguft,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the*  bay  of  Cherburg  on  the  6tK  of  the  fame  month.  No 
other  attempt  or  attack  was  made  that  night,  except  by 
throwing  a  few  (hells  into  the  town. 

At  feven  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  fleet  got  under 
weigh  and  brought  up  in  the  bay  of  Maris,  about  two 
leagues  to  the  weitward  of  the  town.  The  troops  were 
landed  the  fame  afternoon.  The  fortifications,  which 
were  intended  for  the  defertceof  the  place,  were  in  a  very 
unfinifhed  (tate,  Co  that  poiTeflion  was  taken  of  them 
without  oppofition.  The  brafs  cannon  mounted  on  them 
were  tranfported  to  England.  Nearly  two  hundred 
pieces  of  iron  cannon  and  mortars  were  rendered  unfer- 
viceable :  the  celebrated  bafon  was  ruined,  and  twenty- 
feven  fail  of  fhips  and  veflels  found  in  the  harbour  were 
deftroyed.  All  this  being  accompliOied  without  the 
fmalleft  lofs,  the  troops  were  taken  on  board  the  tranC* 
ports,  without  the  fmalleft  oppofition,  on  the  i6th. 

Happy  had  it  been  if  the  Britifh  government,  unintoxi-* 
cated  with  thefe  unalloyed  fuccefles,  which  had  incontro- 
vertibly  proved  to  all  the  worlds  how  vulnerable  France 

.  Was  even  in  her  vitals,  had  been  content  with  what  had 
been  already  atchicved,  without  making  any  farther at- 
lonpt,  at  lead  with  fo  inconfiderable  a  force.  General 
BMgh  was  inllruded  to  proceed,  after  the  dedrudion  of 

^-^  forts  and  bafon  of  Cherburg,  to  keep  the  coaft  of 

in  a  perpetual  (late  of  alarm,  as  long  as  the  wea- 

and  other  circumftances  would  permit.     A  fecoiid 

'  cm  St.  Maloes  was  refolved ;  but  the  fleet  was,  bv 

windS)  compelled  to  run  over  to  its  own  coa(u 

After 
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After  having  continued  two  days  in  Wcymoirth  roads  it 
returned  to  its  original  objed,  and  anchored  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Lunaire,  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  St.  MaloeSf 
on  the  4xh  of  September.  The  deftrudion  of  the  fltip'* 
ping  in  the  harbour  of  Briac,  near  the  town  firft-mentt* 
oned,  was  the  firft  obje6^.  According  to  common  report 
thefe  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fif^  fail.  The  orders 
were  completely  and  fuccefsfully  executed,  but  the  number 
of  (hips  and  veflels  was  found  not  to  exceed  fifteen. 
After  fome  days  fpent  in  deliberating  with  the  land- 
officers,  as  to  the  praAicability  of  any  farther  attack  on  St. 
Maloes  itfelf.  it  was  finally  determined  that  fuccefs  was 
hopelefs,  and  that  the  idea  ihould  be  totally  abandoned. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  reimbark  the  troops,  an 
operation  which,  bdng  impradicable  in  the  place  where 
they  landed,  it  was  determined  to  march  over  land  to  the  bay 
of  ot.Cas,  which,  on  being  reconnoitered,  was  found  to  be 
the  neareil  fpot  convenient  and  proper  for  the  purpofe.  His 

lord(hipaccordinglyproceededthitherwithhislquadron,and 
immediatelv  made  all  the  neceflary  difpofitions  that  lay 
within  his  aepartment.  The  length  of  the  march,  and  many 
other  caufes,  contributed  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  army 
on  (hore  fo  long,  that  the  French  were  enabled  to  colled 
and  pufh  forward  a  far  fuperior  force  to  harrafs  them  in 
their  retreat,  and  render  their  re-embarkation  extremely 
hazardous,  if  not  impra3icab)e.  No  interruption,  how- 
ever, was  attempted  till  the  whole  of  the  army,  the  rear- 
guard excepted,  were  adually  on  board  the  tranfports. 
ihe  due  D'Aguillon,  the  French  general-in-chief,  then 
puflied  forward,  in  the  hope  of  capturing  or  deftroying 
this  devoted  remtiant,  amounting  to  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred men. 

Lord  Howe,  who  was  perfeftly  aware  that  the  enemy 
might  poflibly  meditate  fome  ftroke  of  this  kind,  had 
taken  every  precaution  in  his  power  to  counteraS  them : 
he  had  Rationed  iix  frigates,  four  bomb-ketches,  and  two 
(loops,  as  clofe  to  the  (hore  as  poffible.  Their  fire  made 
confiderable  havock  in  the  French  army,  and  much  im- 
peded their  attack,  till  an  overfight,  uniortunatcly  com- 
mitted by  general  Drury,  who  commanded  on  fhore,  in 
marching  forward  to  meet  the  enemy  inflead  of  waiting 
behind  a  parapet  of  fand,  which  had  been  thrown  up  by 

I  tht 
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the  enemy  on  the  beach,  for  other  piirpoies  fome  time 
before,  rendered  it  impoflible  for  the  frigates  and  Tefleb 
to  continue  the  cannonade,  without  probably  doing  more 
injury  to  the  Britilh  troops  than  the  French  themfelves. 
Nothing  now  remained  but  to  difpatch  all  the  boats,  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  to  bring  c^Fas  many  as  they  covid 
pick  up.     This  was  a  fer\ice  attended  with  the  utmoft 

Eeril  and  perfonal  ri(k,  infomuch  that,  in  feveral  of  the 
oats,  ten  or  twelve  men,  out  of  twenty,  who  were  em- 
ployed to  row  them,  wf re  killed ;  and  in  one  of  them  fix- 
teen,  with  the  lieutenant.  His  lordfliip  finding  that  this 
tremendous  havock  confiderably  intimidated  the  feamen^ 
and  that  without  fome  exertions  the  greater  part  of  thofe 
who  ftill  remained  on  (hore  muft  be  facrificed,  went  in  his 
own  barge  into  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and,  ftand- 
ing  up,  began  to  encourage  the  men,  by  his  voice  and 
example,  to  defpife  the  danger  which  appeared  to  threaten 
them,  and  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  unfortunate  fellow  countrymen. 

His  lord(hip*s  heroifm  counteracted  the  fear  which  ap- 
peared to  pervade  the  feamen :  every  body  was  alert;  each 
man  leemed  animated  almoft  bevond  precedent;  and  many 
lives,  which  would  certainly  have  been  otherwife  lo^ 
were  preferved  by  this  Angular  and  highly  intrepid  exer- 
tion "*.  After  this  check  his  lordfliip  returned  to  Spit- 
head  with  his  fquadron  and  the  tranfports.  The  troops 
were  inftantly  difembarked,  and  all  farther  attempts 
of  a  fimilar  nature  abandoned,  at  leaft  for  the  current  year. 
Immediately  on  his  return  into  port  his  lordfhip  removed 
back  into  his  former  (hip,  the  Magnanime,  in  which  he 
was  employed,  during  the  enfuing  year,  in  the  Channel, 
but  had  not  any  particular  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing 
himfeif,  tilt  the  month  of  November,  at  the  memorable 
defeat  of  the  marquis  de  Conflans,  in  which  he  ensaged 
and  captured  the  Hero,  of  feventy-four  guns;  but  beii^ 
prevented  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  from  taking 
podeflion  ot  the  prize,  it  unfortunately  ran  on  fhore  am 
was  irrecoverably  loft.     On  the  22d  of  March,  1760,  he 


1 

*  His  royal  bighnefi  tbe  late  duke  of  York  attended  hii  lofdftipy 
•Q  board  theXflex,  in  thji  espeditioOi  u  a  Bidiliipnaa* 

was 
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was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Chatham  divifion  of  marrn^^ 
and  the  only  enterprize  in  which  he  appears^  owing  to  the 
extreme  inadion  of  the  French  fleet,  to  hare  been  coin 
cerned,  was  the  attack  of  a  fmall  French  fort  on  the  Ifle 
Dumcty  againd  which  he  was  ordered  by  fir  Edward 
Hawke,  in  company  with  the  Bedford  and  Prince  Frederic. 
It  furrcndcrcd  after  a  flight  reliftance,  withoQt  tStSting 
anyinjury  to  the  affailants. 

During  the  year  1761^  in  confeqwencc  of  the  palfied 
manner  in  which  naval  war  was  conduced  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  no  particular  mention  is  made  of  his  lordfliip 
tiut  of  the  ordinary  routine  of  fervice.     In  1762  he  com- 
manded, in  turn  with  fir  Thomas  Stanhope,  the  fquadron 
Rationed  in  Bafque  road,  and  oflr'  the  coait  of  France ;  on 
which  fervice  nothing  occurred  fufficiently  confequentia! 
to  require  any  particular  detail.     Towards  the  middle  of 
the  fummcr  he  removed  into  the  Princefs  Amelia,  of 
cigliiy   guns,    having    accepted    the   command   of  that 
Ihip  as  captain  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York^ 
who  had  obtained  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
fcTVcd  as  fecond  in  command,  under  fir  Eldward  Hawke, 
of  the  fquadron  (lationed  in  the  Channel  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  remnants  of  the  French  naval  force.     For 
ihc  rcalons  already  given,  it  is  not  necefliiry  to  enter  into 
i.;i  th;.'r  or  more  circumftantial  account*     During  the  fuc- 
cceding  peace  his  lordlhip  does  not  appear  in  any  com- 
niaiul  *".     In  1 765  he  was  appointed  treafurer  of  the  navy# 
an  otacc  he  continued  to  hold,  as  well  as  that  of  colonel  of 
marines,  till  his  promotion,  on  the  1 8th  of  0<3ober,  1770, 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue.     He  experienced  no  far- 
thri-  advancement  till  the  31II  of  March,  1775,  when  he 
\^as  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  white  t;  as  he  was,  on 
\]\z  3d  of  February,  1776;^,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the 
Miic.     In  a  very  (hort  lime  afterwards  he  was  nominated 
coiViUiandcr-in- chief  of  the  fleet  employed,  or  to  be  em- 

'^  W'c  niuft  not,  however,  forget  to  record,  that  be  wa9>  on  tbc 
1  Vi  of  April,  1763,  nominated  one  of  the  commLIfioDcrs  for  execut- 
1!:^  t':c^  oilier  of  lord  high  admiral,  a  (latton  which  be  coittnued  t« 
h(>'.d.  iliiviugh  two  commilfions,  till  the  30ih  of  Augud,  1765. 

t  At  the  general  election  which  took  place  in  this  year,  be  wi3 
<hofen  rr  pre  Tentative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Dartmouth. 

;   I  he  aJ'.niraliy  lift  fays  on  the  7th  of  December,  1775. 

ployedi 
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ployed  on  the  Aitierioin  ftation.  Ravine hoifted  his  flag  on 
Doard  the  Eagle^of  fixty-four  gUns,  which  (hip  was  equipped 
piirpofely  for  him,  he  arrived  ofl^  Hali£uc»  without  nam- 
ing experienced  ,any  (inifter  accidentf  on  the  I  ft  of  July. 
The  various  events  which  took  place  during  the  American 
contefti  are  not  only  too  recent,  but  alfo  bear  too  Httie 
relation  to  his  lordfliip  to  catiie  any  very  partictjiar  account 
of  them  neceiTary*  Suffice  it  to  fay,  every  enterprise  ifi, 
which  the  6eet  was  concerned  was  uniformly  fuccefsful) 
every  undertaking  that  was  propofed  by  the  genera!  on  (hore 
was  warmly.fupported  by  the  fleet;  and,  without  affe£tion 
to  party,  we  may  truly  fay,  the  unfuccefsful  termination 
of  the  American  cotiteft  is  certainly  attributable  to  caales 
which  his  lordfhip  was  not,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  con* 
cerned  in  the  prevention  of. 

The  conqueft  of  New  York,  of  Rhode  Ifland,  of  Wii- 
ladelphia,  or  every  fettlement  within  the  power  or  reach 
of  a  naval  force,  are  irrefragable  proofs  of  hts  abilities. 
and  attention,  and  are  fufficient  to  filence  the  breath  6t 
calumny. 

The  year  1 778  opens  to  us  a  new  fcene ;  France  hecatne 
a  party  in  the  conteft,  and  Tent  to  America  a  fleet,  under 
the  count  D'Eftaing,  far  fuperior  to  any  force  then 
poflefled  by  Britain  in  that  quarter.  Tnat  under  his 
lord(hip*s  command  confided  only  of  fix  fmall  (hips  of  the 
line,  three  of  fifty  guns,  and  fome  fmaller  veiTels  and  fri- 
ntes,  the  greater  part  out  of  condition,  and  nearly  uiifit 
or  fervice ;  while  Mr.  D'Eftaing's  amounted  to  twelve 
large  (hips  of  the  line  befides  frigates  and  fmaller 
veitels.  Mr.  Byron,  indeed,  had  been  difpatchea  from 
England  with  a  formidable  fquadron,  but  it  was  Incom- 
pletely difperfcd  dnd  damaged  by  continued  ftorms^  (hat 
fcatoely  two  together  reached  the  American  coftft :  fome 
put  back,  and  thofe  which  were  enabled  to  proceed  to  jtheir 
place  of'defti nation  arrived  there  in  a  very  dlfabJed  ftate* 

Such  was  the  (ituation  of  affairs  when  the  French  fqtia* 
dron,  amounting  to  fifteen  fail^  anchored  off  Sand/  Hook« 
His  lordfhip  had  uftd  the  titmoft  (Uligenoe  in  puttifig  his 
flitpsin  condition  to  meet  tlie  enemy:  he  wsis  fortunately 
joined  by  the  Cornwall^  of  feventv-touf  4  the  Raffofiable, 
bf  fiaty-four ;  the  Centurion,  una  Renown,  of  fiftv  gums 
4ach ;  with  (bmefrigates  aM  iroaller  ttffeli  ^  but  (till  there 
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was  a  very  ikianifeft  difproportion  between  his  force  and 
•that  of  the  enemy.  The  French  admiral  weighed  anchoj 
and  put  to  fea  on  the  22d  of  Tiily,  and,  after  fome  move^ 
ments,  proceeded,  to  Rhode  Ifland  for  the  profefled  pur- 
pofe  of  co-operating  with  the  American  army,  under  ge- 
neral SMlUvan^in  attempting  the  redudHonof  that  important 
poft.  Hiilordiliipi  having  made  every  poflibleexertion  in  his 
power,  put  to  fea  on  the  9th  of  Augiift,  and  arrived  oiF 
Rhode  Ifland  the  fame  evening;*  On  the  morning  of  the 
loth  the  French  admiral  put  to  fea  with  his  whole  force, 
but  fuch  was  his  fuperiority  that  his  -lordlhip  prudently 
confldering  the  fafety,  not  only  of  himfelf,  and  his  whole 
fleety  but  that  of  all  the  Britilh  pofleifions  in  America  de- 
pended on  the  event,  wifely  determined  to  a£l  merely  on 
the  defenfive,  unlefs  fome  extraordinary  and  unforefeen 
occurrence  ihould  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  attacking 
ibe  enemy  with  manifeft  advantage  on  his  own  part. 

The  remainder  of  that  day,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the 
fucceeding}  were  fpent  in  manoeuvres  produfUvc  of  no 
remarkable  occurrence.  Towards  the  clofc  of  the  fecond 
evening  his  lordftiip  fhifted  his  flag  from  the  Eagle  to  the 
Apollo  frigate,  that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  di- 
rect the  fpbfequcnt  operations  of  the  fquadron.  A  vio- 
lent gale  of  wind  arofe  immediately  afterwards,  difperfed 
both  the  fquadrons,  and  feparated  his  lordihip,  who  fiill 
continued  on  board  the  Apollo,  with  the  Ardent,  Centu- 
rion, two  forty-fours,  and  fome  frigates,  from  all  the  reft 
of  his  force.  The  Apollo  itfelf  fuftaincd  fo  much 
damage  in  the  gale  that  his  lord(hip  was  obliged  to  remove 
into  the  Phoenix,  as,  in  a  very  few  hours  afterwards,  he  did 
into  the  Centurion.  The  ftorm  juft  mentioned  prevented 
the  general  engagement  which  was  on  the  brink  of  taking 
place  when  it  arofe ;  but  diftinft  encounters  happened 
between  three  (hips  of  his  lordfhip's  fquadron,  and  as 
many  of  the  French,  fuperior  in  torce,  all  which  uni- 
formly ended  with  the  higheft  credit,  though  not  attended 
with  particular  advantage  to  the  Britiih  arms. 

His  lord ihip^« immediately  on  his  return  into  port,  re- 
iigned  his  command  to  Mr.  Byron,  who  had  reached 
America  with:  his  fcattered  fquadron,  and  repaired  to 
England  with  the  Eagle.  He  arrived  at  St.  Helen's 
widiout  having  experienced  any  difafter,  or  memorable 

occur- 
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occurrence,  on  the  25th  of  Odober.     He  immediately 
afterwanls  (truck  his  flag;  and^  though  we  believe  fre- 
€|Ucntly  folicited  for  that  purpofe,  did  not  accept  of  any 
fubfequent  command  till  the  year  1782.     In  this  interval 
we   confequently  have   nothing   in  our  line  to  record 
concerning  him,  except  his  promotion,  on  the  29th  of 
January,  177H,  to  be  vice-admiral  ofxht  white;  and^  on 
the  19th  of  March  in  the  following  year,  to  the  fame'rimk 
in  the  red  fquadron.     When  the  conaplete  and  memor^ 
able  change  of  miniihy  took  place  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  1782,  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  r pe<r  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount  Howe,  of  LangRTp 
in  the  coimty  of  Nottingham,  by  patent  bearing  dat» 
April  the  20th*,  and  immediately  afterwards  accepted 
the  command  of  the  fleet  then  equipping  for  .the  purpofe 
of  attempting  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.    Its  force  wits,. as 
the  confequence  of  the  expedition  required,  extremely 
formidable,  though  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  cdmbined 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain  which  lay  ready  in  Gihralur 
bay  to  difpute  its  entrance.     It  confided  of  thirty>fQttr 
fliipsof  the  line  in  fiKdivifions,  under  his  U>rd(hip,ascOQir 
mander-in- chief,  vice-admirals  Barrington  and  Milbank^ 
rear-admirals  Hood  and  Hughes,  and  commodore  Hothani. 
That  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  forty-fix  (hips  of  the 
line,  under  eight  admirals,  or  chefs  defcadresi     The  Brir 
tiih  fleet,  with  its  convoy,  entered  the  Streights  on  the 
morning  oi  the  nth  of  Odober,  and  about  i^ve  o'cloc|c 
in  the  attcrnoon  arrived  oiFthe  bay  of  Gibraltar.    .PreyU 
011s  to  this,  the  neccflary  difpofitions  had  been  made,and 
'  inllruSions  given  to  the  Panther  and  Buffalo,  under  whofe 
immediate  protection  the  (lorefhips  and  vi&uallers  were 
placed,  to  pafs  with  them  under  the  guns  of  the  fort^ft. 
The  Panther  and  four  only  of  her  charge  were  able  to 
eflSeft  it ;  the  Buffalo  with  the  remainder,.and  all  the  ihips 
of  war,  were  fwept,  by  the  rapidity  of  tlie  curreatj  into 
the  Mediterranean. 

On  the  13th  of  Odober  the  combined  fleet  of  thee^my 
put  to  fea  with  an  apparentdcterininatiort  of  .deciding ;tfaA 
cdtafteflrby  a  ferious  adiofi,  br^  at  lefaft,  f^fcve^ting;  the 

''^*  Op -the  Kth  of  the  fame  mtelh  he  hidibeeffprerioofly  i4viui94 
to  the  rank  of  admiral  of  the  blue.  ;.,y-     t      '     . 

«    r    •  G  2  2  intrn- 
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Introdu^ioft  of  any  farther  fupplin  inio  the  befiei 
garrifot).  A  favounble  change  of  wind  to  the  eiltw 
on  the  cnfiiiiig  day  enabled  hh  lucdfhip  to  pals  I 
of  the  norclhips,  as  were  then  with  the  fleet,  icto  the  h 
Ud  without  inicrniption,  as  from  the  circtMnflance  | 
Ibe  enemjr  havine  been  carried  farther  into  the  MedtH' 
TRacan  than  the  firitifh  fleet,  and  by  the  fame  ctaCe,  I 
hMdflitp  was  enabled  to  keep  between  the  convov  and  i. 
•Demy.  Fominc,  allifled  by  judgement,  enabled  all  then 
of  the  tnnfports,  which  had  been  ordered  away  toafpe 
Mndczvoui  when  the  enemy's  fleet  appeared  in  Cipit  oa  tl 
Z4th,  in  company  with  the  Btii^lo,  to  pafs  to  tneir  pla 
afdcjtinatioroRthe  i8ih.  Thiifervicc,  toKcthervriifatl^ 
ddmlution  of  the  troops,  intended  as  a  reinforcement  | 
the  nfrifon,  the  tntrodudtinn  of  a  proper  fupply  of  >■' 
mtuution  and  rum  from  fome  of  the  (hips  of  war,  w 
forcely  efTeded  before  the  enemy's  fleet,  having  had  i 
bmc  advantage  from  the  callerly  wind  which  had  fo  ha 

C'ly  enabled  his  loidfhip  to  execute  the  diffcrcm  objcfif  d 
$  expedition,  appeared  in  fight  on  the  19th  of  O"-*-^ 
at  break  of  day. 

The  Britilh  fleet  was  at  that  time  between  Europa  a 
Ceiila  Point,  and  confeqiienily  fo  confined  that  there  m 
not  fuf^cicnt  rtxim  for  it  to  form  in  a  line  of  battle  I 
either  tack :  as  an  additional  inducement  that  his  lurdfli 
fliould  avoid  an  a£tion  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Streigl 
fwch  fhips,  if  any,  that  might  be  difablcd  in  the  eiKourJ 
would  have  had  no  port  of  refuge  for  refitment ;  he  co 
fequcntly  (tood  through  the  narrow  channel  which  fep 
nici  Africa  from  Europe,  in  clofc  order,  followed  by  ij 
enemy  at  the  difbnce  of  about  three  leagues.  Ill 
firitiUi  fleet,  as  fooD  as  it  had  cleared  the  Strc_ 
brought  to,  as  did  iIkii  ot  the  enemy,  preferving  its  fonna^ 
diftancc  to  windward.  At  daylight  both  parties  b 
form  the  lino,  a  maooetiVTe  which  took  up  confi< 
lime,  both  OQ  account  of  the  formidable  numben  of  whj 
eikch  S«e(  was  compofed,  and  of  there  being  Ihtk  or  1 
wind  to  expcifitt  the  operatioo.  Towatdi  the  e 
having  arraoced  their  whole  force,  the  enem^  OM 
-tmut  difjpofiiMM  of  Mgagiog,  but  with  the  gteat 
1  ibmt  as  wtB  *PP^  *^  erident  from  his  lordfkip'a  o 
nt  el'  this  wfoiilb. 
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•«  The  Bririfli  fleet  being  formed  to  leeward  to  rcccivfe 
theniy  they  were  left  uninterruptedly  to  take  the  dtftance 
at  which  they  fliould  think  fit  to  engage.  They  be^an 
their  cannonade,  at  funfet,  on  the  van  and  rear,  fecannz 
to  point  their  chief  attack  on  the  latter,  and  contimicd 
their  fire  along  their  whole  line  at  a  confiderable  diffamcey 
and  with  little  eflfed,  until  ten  at  night.  It  was  returned 
occafionally  from  different  ihips  of  the  fleet,  as  Atir 
nearer  approach  at  times  aflbided  a  more  finrourable  pp« 
portunity  for  makine|  any  impreflion  upon  them*** 

Thus  ended  this  ftirmifh,  for  it  fcarcdy  deferves  die 
name  of  a  more  ferious  encounter,  and  with  it  evel/  at- 
tempt at  retaliation  made  by  the  enemy  for  an  enterprixe^ 
carried  into  tfk€t  in  fpite  of  their  utmoft  eSbrti  to  dbe 
contrary,  and  by  a  force  in  the  b^nninj^  one-thirdy  at 
lead,  inferior  to  their  own*;  in  enterpnze  which  tfaej 
had  exerted  every  nerve  to  prevent,  by  tncurrii^  an  ex* 
pence  almofl  incredible,  and  coiledins  a  force  which 
they  anxMARtlv  and  prefumptuoufly  boafted,  defied  oppo« 
fition.  We  naving  nothing  left  to  add  to  this  account^ 
except  that  the  whole  lois  fufbined  by  the  firitilh 
amounted  only  to  fixtv-eight  men  killed,  two  hundred 
and  eight  wounded,  ana  the  Minerva,  a  naval  tranfport  t, 
laden  with  the  baggage  of  the  regiments  intended  to  re* 
Inforce  the  garrifon,  captured  by  the  enemy.  This  great 
objed  being  atchieved,  farther  conteft  was  fhiitlefs  had 
the  enemy  even  permitted  it*  Tliev  did  not,  but,  fatisfied 
with  the  parade  of  annouocing  to  tfie  world  that  they  had 
foudit  the  Britifh  fleet,  retired  into  their  own  ports. 

After  having  made  the  detachment  ordered  in  his  in* 
ftru£Kons,  his  kmlfhip  returned  to  England,  and  arrive4 
at  Portfmouth  on  the  loth  of  November,  not  having  met 
with  any  Dlfifler  occurrence  whatever  during  his  paf« 
fage.    reace  being  concluded  immediately  afterwards,  h« 

•  Tkeir  combined  fleet  origiMlly  codUkd  of  My  fln>  of  the 
line :  a  gale  of  wind,  wbich  wok  00  the  iQih»  ai  it  %»en  avfiUly 
to  precede  the  arrival  of  the  Britilh  fleet,  hid  Uowa  fii  horn  theif 
ancoori,  two  of  wbieb  had  beea  driven  into  the  Mcdiicrraoeio, 
fbfce  pat  on  flioffe,  one  of  tbcai  under  the  walls  ol  the  gaml6o, 
where  it  was  captiued,  and  the  flxtb  nearly  difinafled. 

f  Which  bad  feparated  from  the  fleet  on  the  ni^ht  af  the  I3ih. 

Gj3 
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of  courfe  quitted  his  commandsy  but  on  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1783,  was  nominated  hrft  cominiffioner  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral.  His  lordfhip  retained 
this  flatiou  only  till  the  8th  of  April  following,  when  lie 
yfd£  fuCceeded  by  lord  vifcount  Keppel*  whom  he  a^ain 
difplaced  on  the  30th  of  December  in  the  (ame 
year.  On  the  24th  of  September^  ^7^79  he  was  advanced 
to.  be  admiral  of  the  white,  and  retained  that  of  firft 
commiflioner  of  the  admiralty  till  the  16th  of  July,  1788, 
when  he  finally  quilted  it,  and  was  created  an  earl  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  19th  of  Auguil  following,  by  the 
title  of  earl, ;Howc.  In  1790,  a  rupture  being  appre- 
liendecl  with  Spain,  his  lordfhip  took  upon  him  the  com- 
imand  of  a  formidable  fleet  which  was  equipped  on. that 
€)CC2r]on,andJioifled  hisflag accordingly  on  board  theQueen 
Charlotte^  but  the  difpute  being  quickly  compromifed,  the 
ihips  were  difmantled  and  laid  up  at  the;  clofe  of  the  year. 
;  On  the  comtpencement  of  the  war  with  France,  in 
1793,  his  lordfhip  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
majn  or  Channel  fleet.  During  the  firfl  year  in  which 
he  filled  this  high  flation  no  very  remarkable  occurrence 
took  place,  except  that,  in  the  month  of  November,  a 
flight  fkirmifh  happened  with  the  enemy,  which  was 

{)rodudive  of  no  material  confequence.  In  the  following 
iimmer  that  very  memorable  encounter  took  place  which 
will,  to  the  lateft  time,  make  fo  confpicuous  a  figure  in  the 
iiaval  annals  of  Great  Britain— -the  viflory  obtained  on 
the  ifl  of  June.  His  lordQiip  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on 
-ihe  2d  of  May,  and  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month  got 
'  fight  qf  the  enemy's  fleet.  A  partial  aiiion  took  place 
{he  fame  evening,  as  alfo  on  the  following  day.  1  hefe 
Ocirmi flies  were  the  forerunners  of  the  general  anddecifivc 
engagement*.     His  lordihip  continued  to  command  the 

fleet 


•  •  The  aoFoant  o£  wbirb,  a*  well  as  of  events  immediately  prcccd* 
iog,  yrt  iball  give  in  his  iord(hip*s  own  words. 

"  Adminlty-oificc,  June  10,  1794. 

'*  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  6rft  captain  to  admiral  earl  Howe,  arrived  ihit 
evening  with  a  difpatch  from  bis  lordihip  to  Mr.  Stephens,  of  which 
the  folJowing  is  a  copy. 

Qufcn 
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fleet  fome  time  afterwards;  but  the  eneofyy  fmarting  under, 
their  fcvcre  chalUfemcnty  gave  him  no^fecond  opporijunit/ 

of 


**  Queen  Charlotte  at  Tea,  June  2,  1 7941  Ufhant  £.  halfN. 
I40  leagues. 

"  Sir, 

'*  Thinking  it  may  not  be  neccflary  to  make  a  more  particular  re* 
port  of  my  proceedings  with  the  fleet,  for  the  prefect  information  of 
the  lords  comniiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  I  confine  my  communica- 
tions chiefly,  in  this  difpatch,  to  the  occurrences  when  in  preiieuce  of 
the  enemy  ycflerday. 

*'  Findine,  on  my  return  off  Brefl  on  the  19th  pad,  that  the  French 
fleet  had,  a  (cw  days  before,  put  to  Tea;  and  receiving,  on  the  fame 
evening,  advices  from  rear-admiral  Montagu,  I  deemed  it  requifite  to 
endeavour  to  form  a  junQion  with  the  rear-admiral  as  foon  as  poffible^ 
and  proceeded  immediately  for  the  ftation  on  which  he  meant  to  wait 
for  the  return  of  the  Venns. 

**  But,4iaving  sained  very  credible  intclli^nce,  on  the  fiift  of  tha 
fame  month,  by  which  1  had  rcafon  to  fuppofe  the  French  fleet  was 
then  but  a  few  leagues  farther  to  the  webward,  the  courfe  before, 
fleered,  was  altered  accordingly. 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  enemy  were  difcovered  far  to 
windward,  and  partial  a£lions  took  place  with  them  on  that  evening 
and  the  next  day. 

■'  The  weather  gage  having  been  obtained,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
laft  mentioned  dav,  and  the  fleet  being  in  a  (itaation  for  bringing  the 
enemy  to  clofe  aoion  the  ift  inflant,  the  fhips  bore  up  together  .for 
that  purpofej  between  feven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

"  The  French,  their  force  confimngof  twenty-fix  fliips  of  the  line, 
oppofed  to  his  majeily's  fleet  of  twenty-five  (the  Audacious  having 
parted  company  with  the  fternmoft  fliip  of  the  enemy's  line,  captured 
in  the  night  of  the  eSth)  waited  for  the  adion,  and  fuftained  the 
attack  with  their  cuflomary  refolution. 

"In  lefs  than  an  hour  after  the  clofe  a£)ion  commenced  in  the 
centre,  the  French  admiral,  engmdbv  the  Queen  Charlotte,  crowded 
off,  and  was  followed  by  mofl  olthe  mips  of  his  van  in  condition  to 
carry  fail  after  him,  leaving  with  us  about  ten  or  twelve  of  his  crippled 
or  totally  difmafled  fliips,  exclufive  of  one  funk  in  the  engagement. 
The  Queen  Charlotte  nad  then  loft  her  fore  lop-maft,  and  the  main*  , 
top-mafl  fell  over  the  fide  very  foon  after.  v 

**  The  greater  number  of  the  other  fliips  of  the  Britifli  fleet  were,  at 
this  time,  lb  much  difabled  or  widely  feparared,  ind-imder  fucb  cir- 
cumflances  with  rerpe6l  to  thofe  fliips  of  tkt  enemy  in  a  ftate  for 
a£lion,  and  with  which  the  firing  waafilU  CODtiqucd,  that  two  or  three, 
even  of  their  ^fmantled  fliips,  atteinpting  to  get  away  under  a  fpritfail 
fingly,  or  fmaller  fail  raifca  on  the  flump. of  the  fbre-mafl,  could  not 
bedeuined.  .    *    . .   o  . 

G  g  4   *  •    :  '•  Serti 
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6f  repeating  it.     At  the  death  •£  admiral  Forbes,  on  the 
joth  of  March,  I79^>  his  lordfliip  fucceeded  to  the  high 

ftation 


*'  Seven  remained  in  our  poflcilion,  one  of  which,  however,  fiiak 
before  the  adequate  afliflaocc  could  be  given  to  her  cicw  ;  but  mioy 
^ere  faved. 

**  1  he  Brunfwick,  having  loft  her  mizcn-mnfi  in  the  aiSion,  and 
drifted  to  leeward  of  the  French  retreating  (hip^,  was  obliged  to  put 
away  large  to  the  northward  from  them.  Not  feeing  her  chaiea  by 
the  enemy,  in  that  predicament,  I  flatter  myfelf  Ibe  may  arrive  in 
fafety  at  Plymouth.  All  rhe  other  twentv  four  IBipt  of  his  majefiy'a 
fleet  re-aflembled  later  in  tAe  day ;  and  I  am  pi  eparmg  to  retaro  with 
them,  at  foon  as  the  captured  Ihips  of  the  enemy  aie  (ecurcd,  for 
Spithead. 

"  The  material  injury  to  hit  majefly't  (hint,  I  underftand,  ft  ego- 
fined  nrincipally  to  their  mallt  and  yirdt»  which  I  conclude  will  be 
fpeedny  replaced. 

**  I  have  not  been  yet^  able  to  colled  regular  accountt  of  ibe 
killed  and  woanded  in  the  different  fliipt.  Captain  MotttMU  it  the  only 
officer  of  his  rank  who  fell  in  the  a^on.  The  numbers  ofboth  ddcrip- 
tions  I  hope  will  prove  fmall,  the  nature  of  the  ferrice  confidefeai 
but  I  have  the  concern  of  being  obliged  to  add,  on  the  (ame  fialged*  ibat 
admiral  Graves  hat  iccdved  a  woun^jl  in  the  arm,  and  that  retradflvk 
rait  Bowyer  andPkfky,  as  well  at  captain  Hntt  of  die  (^iieen,  btvt  each 
bad  a  leg  taken  ofF;  tb^  ire,  however,  (I  have  t1^  fatilMsoo  to  hear) 
in  a  fiivourable  flate  upder  thofe  mitfortunet.  la  the  captured  l^p§ 
the  numbers  of  killed  and  wounded  mear  to  b^  very  cui&derablt. 

'*  Though  1  (hall  have,  on  the  fobjia  of  tbe(e  differentaaioiis  widk 
the  enemy,  diSinguiibed  examples  Hereafter  to  report,  I  prefime  the 
determined  biavery  of  the  fevcral  ranks  of  officers  and  the  flups  com- 
paoiet  em plove^  under  my  authority,  will  have  been  already  fofficiently 
4enoced  by  tne  effed  of  their  fpjritcd  exertions ;  and,  I  truft,  "l  (ball 
be  exeufed  for  pofipontng  the  more  defailed  narrative  of  the  other 
tranfadioQS  of  the  Pect  thereon,  to  be  communicated  at  a  future 
Opportunity  ;  more  efpecially  a*  ny  firff  captain  fir  Rpger  Curtis,  wbo 
Is  charged  with  this  dijpaffch,  will  be  able  to  give  the  urther  informa- 
tion the  lords  commifConers  of  the  admiralty  may  at  this  tiipereouire. 
It  is  incumbent  on  me,  nevertbelefs,  now  to  add,  that  I  am  greatly  in* 
debted  to  him  for  liit  councils  as  well  as  condu^  in  every  branch  of 
iny  official  duties ;  and  I  have  (imilar  aflSQance,  in  the  late  occur* 
Tcncei,  to  acknowledge  from  my  fecond  captain,  fir  Andrew  Dou^as. 

'*  I  ain,  with  great  cqafideration, 

Sir, 
**  Your  moft  pbedient  fervant, 

"  HoWE.» 

'<  p.  S.  The  sames  and  force  of  the  captured  French  (hips  with  the 
fleet  is  tranfxnitted  herewith.'* 

'•  Lift 
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R'ation  of  admiral  of.  the  fleet,  as  being  the  fenior  naval 
oflBcer  on  the  lift  of  admirals. 

HUISH9  Henry,— IS  fcarcely  known  to  us  but  as  hav- 
ing been  appointed  captain  of  the  Experiment  frieate  on 
the  1 2th  of  July,  1746;  and  of  the  Deptford,  a  fift^-gun 
ihip,  about  the  month  of  Auguft;  1751-  He  died  in 
England  on  the  26ih  of  Febniary,  1763,  having  been,  at 
leaft  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  unemployed* 

HYDE,  Frederick, — was  lieutenant  of  the  Marlboro* 
^  at  the  time  of  the  well-known  encounter  with  the  French 
and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon,  and  was  one  of  the  wit- 
nefles  examined  on  the  fubfequent  trials,  particularly  that 
of  captain  Ambrofe.  He  was  promoted*  on  the  nth  of 
November,  1 746,  to  be  captain  of  the  Gibraltar ;  but  we  have 
not  been  able  to  colled  any  other  particulars  ^concerning 
him,  except  that  he  died,  on  the  21ft  of  March,  1764, 
having  been,  like  the  gentleman  laft-mentioned,  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  unemployed. 

JELFE,  Andrews,— was  the  fon  of  Mr.  Jelfe,  mafon 
to  king  George  the  Second,  and,  we  believe,  one  of  the 
contradors  for  eredingWeftminfter  bridge.  We  find  him, 
at  the  end  of  the  vear  1743,  lieutenant  of  the  Viftory,  hav- 
ing been,  as  we  Uippofe,  many  years  previous  to  that  time 
an  officer  in  the  royal  navy ;  from  this  ftation  he  was  ibon 
removed,  and  happily  for  him,  the  ViAory  being  loft  not 
long  afterwards.  He  was  promoted,  about  the  month  of 
February  174^,  to  be  commander  of  the  SwalloiY 
floop,  and  advanced,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1746, 
to  be  captain  of  the  Port  Mahon  frigate.  He  conti- 
nued 4n  commiflion  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  and 

"  Lift  of  French  flupt  captured  on  the  1  ft  day  of  Junc^  I79i« 

La  Jufle            -  -           80  gunt*. 

Sans  Fireille        •  -            80 

L' America           •  *         74 

L'Achille           *  *           74 

NortlraaWrtand  -        *        74 

L'lmpetoeox        *  *          74 

Vengeur          -  -           74  fimk  almol  iai^ 
mediately  ap^c^  bejng  taken  pofleCon  of.** 

«*  N.  B.  The  fliip  fiated  to  hive  been  captored  on  the  cveniag  of 
d^  aStli  of  laft  month,  is  iaid  by  the  pritbners  to  be  the  RefolotiolMile 
of  110  gVM." 
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was  employed  on  the  home  ftation  as  captain  of  the 
Aflurance,  a  firth  rate  of  forty -foar  guns:  nothing 
farther  being  mentioned  concerning  him,  except  his 
having  beehy  in  the  month  of  December  1747,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court-martial  alfembled  at  Portf- 
mouth  for  the  trial  of  captain  Fox. 

The  only  fubfequent  account  we  havc^  relative  to  him 
is,  that,  in  the  year  1758,  he  commanded  a  feventy- 
gun  (hip  on  the  Weft  India  ftation,  from  whence  he  re- 
turned with  a  convoy  in  the  month  of  0£^ober.  We  have 
no  proof  of  his  having  held  any  fubfequent  command,  and 
know  him  to  have  been,  during  the  latter  pai^  of  the  war, 
unemployed.    He  died  on  the  14th  of  March,  1765. 

INNtS,  Thomas,  — was,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1746, 
appointed  captain  of  the  Aldborough  frigate.  In  this 
(hip  he  was  lOon  afterwards  ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
where,  on  his  arrival,  he  was  promoted  to  the  Warwick, 
as  fucceflbr  to  captain  Erflcii^,  who  was  .taken  by  Mr. 
Knowles,  then  commodore  on  that  ftation,  to  be  his  cap- 
tain in  the  Canterbury.  .  ^Early  in  the  year  1748  captain 
Innes  was  one  of  the  commanders  who,  under  the  orders 
of  Mr.  Know]es,was  engaged  in  making  the  fuccefsful  attack 
on  Port  Louis  in  the  month  of  March,  as  he  was  immedi* 
^tely  afterwards  in  that  lefs  fortunate  one  on  St.  Jago,  and 
the  engagement  with  the  Spanifti  fquadron,  under  Reggio, 
in  the  month  of  September.  The  Warwick  and  the 
Canterbury,  commanded  by  captain  Clark,  were  fo  far 
aftern  at  the  time  the  van  began  to  engage,  that  they  could 
not  get  into  a£lion  till  after  it  had  continued  upwards  of- 
two  hours.  This  event  is  not  fo  remote  but.that,  it  may  be 
well  remembered,  as  having  created  a.  feriesof  difputes 
produQive  of  much  injury  to  the  fervice:  the  admiral  cen- 
fured  fome  of  thofe  whom  he  commanded ;  and  they  in 
their  turn  were  equally  free  in  their  animadvcrfions  on 
their  fuperior. 

A  feries  of  court-martials  took  place  which  tended  to 
encreafe  the  ferment,  by  keeping  up'  the  encounter  be- 
tween accufation  and  recrimination.  Repeated  duels 
fucceeded  to  thefc  ;  and  one,  in  which  captain  Innes  was 
'^  principal,  with  captain  Clark,  unhappily  proved  fatal  to 
(he  former.  The  caufe  which  immediately  gave  rife  .to  it 
was,  from  the  befl  invel^igation  we  have  been  e^at^l^d  to 
msjie,  an  unhappy  and  violent  declaration,  made  by  captain 

Innes. 
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Innes,  that  captain  Clark  had  endeavoured  to  take  away  hit 
life,  by  giving  falfe  evidence  againft  him.  This  was  a 
provocation  which  >  it  muft  certainly  he  admitted,  could  not 
be  endured  by  a  gentleman,  particularly  one  in  a  military 
capacity.  Capt.  Clark  verbally  challenged  captain  Innes, 
and  the  meeting  took  place,  which  produced  the  confe* 
quences  already  hinted  at  *•  This  melancholy  difafter  took 
place  on  the  12th  of  March  1750:  the  parties  met  at  feven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  captain  Innes  furvived  only 
till  twelve  o'clock  the  fame  night. 

KERLEY,  Anthony. — We  find  this  gentleman,  early 
in  the  year  1746,  commander  of  the  Weazle  floop  of  war^ 
and  dated  a^  the  captor  of  a  fmall  French  privateer  fent 
into  Falmouth.  This  circumftance,  infignificant  as  it  is^ 
comprifes  all  we  have  been  able  to  colleot  relative  to  this 
gentleman's  naval  fervice,  except  that  he  was,  on  the  2d  o£ 
July  in  the  year  juft  mentioned,  promoted  to  be  captaia. 
of  the  Grand  Turk,  a  frigate,  which  we  believe  had  been 
a  captured  privateer.  He  aften^-ards  commanded  the 
Ranger,  which  had  alfo  been  aveifel  of  the  fame  defcription 
taken  from  the  enemy.  We  do  not  find  him  mentioned  in 
any  fubfequent  command,  or  noticed  in  any  other  way,  than 
as  having  died,  at  Plymouth,  on  the  2ift  of  April,  I764« 

KNIGHT,  Sir  Jofeph,  —  was,  on  the  31ft  of  July,. 
1746,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  commander  oft  floop 
ot  war,  to  be  captain  of  the  Ruby,  a  fifty-gun  (hip,  in 
which  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  war, 
being,  in  the  year  enfuing  his  promotion,  ordered  to  the 
Eafl  Indies  with  admiral  Bofcawen.  He  continued 
in  India  after  the  return  of  the  admiral,  ferving  under 
commodore  Lille ;  and  on  the  death  of  that  gentleman, 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Htjpc,  fucceeded  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  fquadron  us  fenior  captain,  in  which 
ilation  he  returned  to  England.  No  farther  men- 
tion occurs  concerning  him  after  this  time  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1758,  when  we  find  him  commanding  the 
Fougeux,  of  fcvcniy  guns,  one  of  the  fquadron  fent,  under 
Mr.  Kcppcl,  on  the  expedition  againft  Gorec.  In  the 
fpiritcd  attack  of  the  citadel,  which,  as  we  have  already 
related  in  our  account  of  Mr.  Keppel,  took  place  on  the 
28th  of  December,  Mr.  Knight  bore  a  very  confpicuous 

*  The  circumftancei  attending  the  duel  itfelf  will  l>e  found  givcD, 
vc  hope  with  more  propriety,  in  our  accouDt  pf  captain  Clark. 

and 
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and  diitiaguiflMd  flmie,  noewithftindini;  he  waf  confider- 
aUy  impeaed  from  getting  into  his  ftation  bj  the  Furnace 
bomb-ketch,  which  fell  011  board  him  when  in  the  aA  of 
bearing  down.  We  find  no  other  mention  made  of  him 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  except  that  he  after- 
wards commanded  the  Belleifle,  a  (hip  of  the  fame  rata 
aa  the  Fougeux.  After  the  peace  was  concluded  we 
do  not  meet  with  him  as  holding  any  commiflion  till  the 
Vear  1770,  when  he  was  captain  of  the  Ramiiiiea,  of 
ieventy-foor  guns,  a  guaxdfhip  at  Chatham.  In  this  fhip 
he  afterwards  hoifted  a  broad  pendant,  and  proceeded  to 
Gtbndur  with  a  fquadron  carrying  troops.  He  waf 
afterwards  promoted  to  the  Ocean,  of  ninety  guns,  at 
Fortfnxnith,  and  had,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1773,  ^ 
honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on  him  by  his  majefty, 
under  the  royal  flandard,  on  board  the  Barfieur,  thatbeine 
the  time  when  the  grand  naval  review  took  place  at  PortN 
mouth.  On  the  tifl  of  March,  1775^  he  was  promoted 
to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  which  was  his  firfl  ap- 
pointment in  the  rank  of  a  flag  officer.  He  was  not  in* 
vetted  with  any  command,  nor  indeed  did  be  live  a  fuffi- 
tient  length  of  time  to  receive  fuch  an  appointment, 
dying  on  the  8th  of  September  enfuing  his  oromotion,  as 
kbove  dated,  after  having|  been  in  the  fervice  fifty-two  years. 

KNOWLER,  Charles,— >was,  on  the  23d  of  Januaiy, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Bridgewater.  No 
other  mention  is  made  of  him  during  the  war,  nor  indeed 
at  any  fubfequent  period,  for,  notwithftanding  it  may  be 
Curly  concluded  he  held  many  fubfequent  commands,  we 
find  no  farther  notice  taken  ot  him,  except  that,  in  1770, 
he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  with  the  rank  and 
half-pay  of  a  rear-admiral.    He  died  about  the  year  1 789. 

KNOWLER,  Thomas,  —  brother  to  the  gentleman 
laft-mentioned,  was  third  lieutenant  of  the  Namur,  under 
Mr.  Mathews,  at  the  time  of  the  encounter  with  the 
French  and  Spanifh  fleets  off  Toulon,  and  was  one  of  the 
witnefTes  ordered  to  England  on  the  trials  which  afterwards 
took  place  in  copfcquence  of  it.  On  Auguft  11,  1746, 
he  was  promoted  to  he  captain  of  the  Lys,  a  French  prize, 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  preceding  inftance  of  his  brother, 
is  the  onlv  mention  we  find  made  of  him  during  the  then 
cxifting  ftate  of  hoftilities.     Some  time  after  the  condu- 
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fion  of  peace;  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  b^innlns  of  the 
year  17539  he  was  appointed  to  the  Salifbury,  of  fifty  gun8> 
one  of  the  (hips  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  that  tiooe  for  » 
guardfliip  at  Plymouth.  In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1755* 
not  4ong  before  the  adual  commencement  of  hoftilities 
with  France,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Princefs  Louifa,  of 
fixty  euns,  in  which  Ihip  he  could  have  continued  only  «. 
very  mort  time,  it  beinc  fent  in  the  enfuing  year  to  the 
Mediterranean,  with  Mr.  Byng»  being  then  commandeil 
by  captain  Noel.  No  other  particulars  relative  to  his 
fervices  or  commands  have  come  to  our  knowledge  after 
the  ciofeft  inveftigation ;  nor,  indeed,  have  we  been  able  to 
colleA  any  farther  information  concerning  him,  except  that 
he  was  put  on  the  fuperannuated  lift,  as  a  rear-admiral,  in 
the  month  of  March  1775,  and  died  about  the  vear  1784, 

LEGGE,  Julian,  —  was,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1746, 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Invernefs  frigate,  at  that 
time  employed  on  the  Scotti(h  or  northern  Ration.  He 
afterwards  removed  into  the  Fox,  which  he  commaiided 
in  1747,  and  which  is  the  only  particular  mention  we  find 
made  Of  him  during  the  war;  anter  the  clofe  of  which  hs 
*  was,  in  1 75 1,  promoted  to  the  Briftol,  of  fifty  guns*  lo 
this  command  ne  did  not  continue  long,  being,  in  17531 
appointed  to  the  Shoreham  fri^te,  and  ordered  to  the 
We&,  Indies,  where  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  exceedingly 
by  cutting  down  a  number  of  erodes  ornamented  ;:widi4Qe 
French  kmg's  arms,  and  copper-plate  infcriptions  put  im 
by  the  peopk  of  that  nation^  averting  a  claim  to  all  iflafl£ 
which  were  not  abfolutely  and  decidedly  poffefEDd  by 
fiirttlers  from  other  European  countries. 

A  number  of  perfons  from  Bermuda  ymn  in  the  habit 
of  perpetually  reforting  to  the  iflands  in  queftion,  princt'* 
pallv  for  the  purpofe  of  catching  turtle;  audi  to  prevent 
infult  or  ilUuiagt  to  them  at  the  authon  of  this  very  fjplS 
rited  meafure,  caption  Ltfg^  left  the  fcUowiag  written 
declaration  at  eacn  place. 

<<  To  prevent  any  violence  bring  tiled  to  any  of  Him 
people  who  live  on  Grand  Kev,  Salt  Key,  or  Seal  Key, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  leave  tnis  declaration,  that  we  ctft 
down  the  arms  of  his  oaoft  chriftian  nuyefty,  ^nd  the  erodes 
which  were  fet  up  as  marks  ist  pofleffion  lipon  the  faid 
iflandst  and  carried  away  the  fiune^  puffuant  tojuiftnic* 

tiona 
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lions  for  fo  doing :  and  fiirthci,  that  his  Critsnntc  maj* 
will  not  fuffer  any  marks  of  [HilTcflion  10  be  put  upon  any 
the   keys   or  iflaiitls,    known    by   llic   name  of   Turk' 
Iflands." 

He  continued  in  the  Wcfl  Indies  for  fomc  time  afli 
watds^  and,  on  Kis  return  to  England,  was  brought  10 
cnurt-matlial,  on  a  cliaryir,  the  iiatiuc  of  which,  as  we" 
the  foundation  of  it,  tannot  be  better  or  more  fully 
fcribed  than  by  the  following  minute  of  Jti  decifion* 

"  Portfmouth,  Jtily  1,  fj^6, — This  day  a  coart-mi 
tial  was  held  on  board  the  St.  George,  on  oap'ain  Joli: 
Leggc,  late  of  his  majelly's  Ihip  Shorchatn.  'ITie  chu 
againd  him  was  for  a  very  extraordinary  expencc  mirfc 
him  in  piirchafing  more  ftores  than  were  nece(lary, mnd ft 
making  an  alleraiion  in  his  Ihip  by  removing  the  firrpli 
contrary  to  the  20th  article  of  the  general  printed  infli 
tions;  when,  after  a  trial  of  eight  hours,  his  iccounis 
peared  to  (he  court  to  be  a  ncceffary  charge,  and  he 
acfjuitted  of  any  fraudulent  or  iinofficer-likc  afl^  but  the 
alterations  in  his  (hip  being  contrary  to  the  general  iii- 
ftruQions,  the  court  did  think  proper  to  adjudge  tho  fum 
of  fifty  pounds  to  be  flopped  from  his  pay." 

This  adjudication  bringing  not  the  fmalkft  impeat 
ment   on  his   charadlcr,  cither  as  a  gentleman   or 
officer,  he  was  ordered,   in  the  month  of  September  ft: 
lowing,  with  many  other  did ingni find  naval  charadli 
as  paftengers  on  board  the  Ambufcade,  10  ptitcei-d  to 
Mediterranean,  there  to  take  upon  them  the  commai 
of  thofe  fhips,  whofe  captains  were  ordered  home  Co  gii 
evidence  on  the  approaching  trial  of  the  unfonunate  ad- 
miral Byrlg ;  that  alloiled  to  captain  L^ge  vn  believe  to 
have  be«n  the  Princefs  Louifa.     No  fanhtr  mention,  far 
as  we  can  fii>d,  is  made  of  him  till  the  year  1761,  when 
he  coinmandL-d  the  Sutherland  on  the  Well  ItidMnation. 
He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Temple,  at  fevcnty 
guns,   a  (hip  employ^^d  in  the  fame  f|uartet ;  aiid  bciii 
orderedj  with  the  greater  part  of  the  naval  force  flaiioni 
there,  to  proceed  againfl  the  Havannah,  under  lir  Gtoi 
Pocock,  in  the  year  1762,  died  on  the  39lh  of  June,  foi 
time  before  the  conquclt  was  effi;£icd. 

LLOYD,  John, — was,  on  ihc  4tb  of  September,  )7i 
appointed  comnuikder  of  the  DcalCAAle.     Hcvat  ia  1 
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enfuing  year  one  of  the  captains  ordered  to  the  Eaft  Indies 
under  rear-admiral  Bofcawen ;  but  on  this  occaiion  re- 
moved into  the  Eitham  *.  He  is  faid  to  have  afterv^ards 
commanded  the  Sphinx ;  but  this  v^e  have  many  reafons 
to  believe  is  an  erroneous  report.'  He  is  faid,  in  1753, 
to  have  commanded  the  Arundel ;  but. even  this  we  dare 
not  alTert  as  a  fad,  thinking  it  not  improbable  that  he 
may  be  confounded  with  his  name-take  William  Lloyd, 
of  whom  hereafter.  The  fame  reafon  operates  againd  us 
with  refped  to  his  having,  in  17559  been  appoJntod  to  the 
Cheilerfield,  of  forty  guns.  If  we  are  fortunately  coxreSt 
in  thefe  two  inflances,  and  which  for  the  prefent  we  (hall 
prcfume  on  as  jtrue^  captain  Lloyd  continued  in  the  AruiK 
del  till  his  removal  into  the  Cheilerfield.  In  this  (hip  he 
afterwards  proceeded  to  the  Mediterranean  to  join  com- 
modore Edgecumbc,  and  continuing  there,  afterwards 
ferved  under  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Byng.  He  was  one  of 
the  officers  ordered  to  England  as  an  evidence  on  the  fub« 
fequcnt  trial.  In  1759  he  was  fenior  captain,  or  com* 
manding  officer  of  a  fmall  flying  fquadron  ftationed  in 
Quiberon  Bay,  where  he  difplayed  great  adivity  arid  muoh 
addrefs  in  watching.  And  ftrcighteiiing  the  enemy.  But 
no  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  duHng  the  war,  ei^ept 
that,  towards  the  conclufion  of  it,  he.is  faid  to  havecoiri- 
roanded  a  third  rate,  the  name  of  which  we  have  been 
unable  to  difcover.  About  the  end  of.  the  year  1770  be 
was  appointed  to  the  Cornwall,  of  feventy-four  guns,  one 
of  the  (hips  ordered  to  be  fitted  for  fea  at  Plymouth,  in 
confequence  of  the  rupture  which  it  was  then  daily  ap- 
prehended would  take  place  with  Spain.  How.  long  & 
continued  in  this  (hip  is  not  precifely  known,  but  wt  do 
not  believe  him  to  have  held  any  command  after  he  qutt^ 
ted  it. 

Oft  the  31(1  of  March,  1775*  he  was  advanced  to  thp 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was,  moVepmer,  .to 
4ie  fame  (lation  in  the  red  fquadron,  on  the  3d.  of.:Fo-. 
bruary  in  the  eofuing.year ;  and,  on  the  29th  of  JaaWry, 


*  The  particultri'of  hit  fervice,  while  employed  on  this  expedi- 
tion,  will  be  Ibami  by  refierring  to  the  life  of  Mr.  fio(cawenV  "$€0 
vol.  iv.  p.  gi7  e^  fea.  He  in  ptrticiilar  comnuided  thetorjw  of 
(famen  which  joined  the  army  at  tht  i^  rfPqMdickny. 
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:-:',(Jniiralof  th 
my  command 
motion  he  did  not  loilg  furvive,  dying  on  ihc  8(h  of 
inAfin^tijyJi;. 
MONTAGUE.  Jolm.  —The  firft  informition  we 
I  liave  of  this  gemleman  is,  that  in  the  year  1 7+5  he  was 
.-commander  of  the  Hinchinbroke  floop  of  war;  from 
r -Which  he  was,  nn  the  i;th  of  January,  1745,  promoted  to 
[  4>e  captain  of  the  Ambufcade,  of  forty  jguns :  other  ac- 
1  coumir  wc  believe  crroncoiiOy,  fay  the  Rofe :  but  if  he 
Mally  ever  was  appainted  to  the  Oiip  lail-roentioDed,  he 
certaitily  continued  in  that  command  a  very  fboit  lime 
L  <inly.  In  1747  wc  find  him  Hill  captain  of  the  Ambtif- 
I  'cade,  and  attached  to  the  fquadron  employed  in  the 
L  -Channel  under  vice-admiral  Anfon,  No  other  mention 
[  is  made  of  him  while  he  continued  in  that  (hip.  He  was 
[  isbout  this  time  chofen  teprcfemative  in  parUamcnl  for  (he 
^  borough  of  Huntingdon,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
■■  1748,  was  promoted  to  the  Greenwich,  of  fifty  guns; 
I  from  which  he  was,  almofl  imtnedialely  afieiwards,  ad- 
^Vsnced  to  be  captain  of  the  Kent,  On  the  2d  of  De- 
L  -cember  he  married  Mifs  fiophia  Wrongliton.  by  whom 
I  die  left  fevenil  children,  two  of  whom  we  ihall  hereafter 
y  bave  occafion  to  give  fome  account  of*.  He  continued 
n  commillion  during  the  two  enfiiing  years,  having  been 
inc  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial  held  on  bo»ii  the 
p  ({nvincible,  in  the  month  of  June  1749,  for  the  trial  of  the 
I  anulineerE  on  board  the  ChellcrGeld ;  and  of  that  convened, 
k  in  the  month  of  December  1750,  for  the  trial  of  Mimirat 
>  ^Sriffin. 

No  particulars  have  come  to  our  knowledge  relative  to 

kis  gentleman,  fubfctjuent  to  the  above  time,  till  the 

^  year  1 755,  when,  on  the  apprehenfion  of  a  luptorc  taking 

with  France,  he  was  appointed  captjin  of  tttc  Eli- 

,  of  feveniy  guns,  one  ot  ihc  Ihipsoidrred  to  be  ^ 

rarfcaatPonfmoiiih,  but  nodirefi  meniitn  i<  mailc 

lefervl'^tinivhifh  it  w«taftnw»rd* employed  danng 

- >~rdhuncajrta(nof  the  Moiufci). 
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''^  third  rate  carryihg  feventy-foiir  gtins*,  and  employed 
tnh  the  Gibraltar  and  Mediterranean  (iMion,  under  Mf. 
Ort>orne.     In  this  (hip  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  aflift 
in  the  deftruftion  of  the  fmall  French  fquadron  which 
endeavoured  to  get  out  of  Tolilon,  ih  order  to  effc^l  a 
jundlibn  with  M.  t)c  la  Clue  at  Carthageha.     The  Ori- 
flamme^  of  fifty  guns,  wisis  driven  oh  (hore  under  the  caftle 
of  Aiglos,  off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  by  captains  Montague 
and  Rowley^  who>  to  form  a'whimflcal  coincidence  of 
hanles^  then  comtnanded  the  Montague.     In  addition  to 
the  ilehder  particulars  juft  given  we  haVe  nothing  to  a3d 
relativte  to  tnis  gehtlem^n,  during  the  war,  except  that,  in 
the  year  1760,  he  wai  appointed  to  the  Norfolk,  of  eighty 
gunS)  and,  for  i,  (hort  time  in  the  fiicceeding  ycar^  com- 
manded the  Princefs  Amelia^  of  the  fame  force,  both 
t>f  them  employed  in  the  Channel  t,  where,  as  we  have 
alre^y  had  frequent  occafion  to  remark,  nb  h)sival  event 
in  any  degree  interefting  took  place,  lEifter  the  memorable 
^feat  of  Conflans  in  1759. 

During  the  fuccceding  period  of  peace  we  find  him>  in 
^766,  commendine  the  Dragon,  of  feventy-four  giihs,  one 
of  the  guardlhips  ftationed  at  Chatham,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued, according  to  the  general  cuftom  of  the  fervice^ 
three  years.  A  tupturb  with  Spain  being  apprehended  in 
1770^  and  a  promotion  of  flag-oflicers  taking  place  in 
confequence)  Mr.  Montague  was j  on  the  iSihof  Oftoberj 
advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  bhie,  and  fent  out 


*  The  anfortunate  admiral  Byn/;  wa&  (hot  on  board  this  (hip,  in 
(ortfmouth  harbour,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1757,  capuia  Mootague 
•t  that  time  coromanding  her. 

t  At  the  end  of  the  year  1761  he  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt  ia 
this  (hip  in  Bifque  road*  as  appears  by  the  following  account. 

**  Three  fit«  boats,  of  fifty  tons  each,  were  fet  a  float  under  tke 
command  of  the  captain  of^  the  pori^s  Ton,  a(Efled  by  four  men  of 
war's  boats;  but,  through  precipitation^  miftake,  or  accident,  two  of 
them  blew  up  and  every  foul  peri(hed.  The  explofion  was  terrible  } 
they  continued  burning  with  great  fury  frdm  one,  till  daylight.  At 
the  wind  blew  when  thrv  took  fire  they  were  in  the  ftream  of  the 
Princefs  Amelia,  captain  Montague,  an  eighty- gun , (hip ;  but  provi* 
dentially  the  wind  fhifted  from  W.  to  N.  W.  and  drove  them  clear 
off  the  whole  fquadron.  They  were  chained  together;  and  if  they 
bad  been  mana^d  with  that  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  which  fucb  aa 
enterprize  reqoirci,  tbey  might  have  done  fatal  execution." 

Vol*  V.  H  h  com- 
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Cotnmaiuler-iti-chief  tn  Halifax.     Early  in  1771,  the 

j^rance  of  hoftiliiies  vaniQitng,  of  couric  noiiiing  maten 

I  oocuTit'd  during  ihe  lime  he  was  abfcnt  nn  thjT  llaiion. 

rOn  ilir  31ft  of  Matcli,  177s,  be  was  farther  advjiiced  10 

-admiral  of  the  red;  as  be  was,  on  the  3d  of  Fga 

bniary,    177^,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  rhe  bliii 

nth  he  was  appointed  governor  of  NjEwfi>u 
|pnd,   and  commander-in  chief  on  that  flat i on :  he  1 
I.COrdingly  fgtled  3[  ihe  iifijai  period,  having  his  Aa^  | 
l-board  the  Roitiney.     By  a  jiidtcions  didribulion  of  tf 
I  CRiifers  under  his  command  he  eIR-flcd  very  nute|8 
k  jnjury,  not  only  to  their  American  pri^-aiccrs  btil  alfo;! 
k^e  commerce  of  ihal  counlty*.     In   l77!t,onih«G 
I  smclligence  of  the  rupture  between  Gieat  Britain  1 
1  (France,  having  his  fiagon  board  the  Europe,  of  fiKiy-f  j 
,  be  difpatcbkd  cocniTiodorc  Evan;,  Mtih  3  fnffid^ 
,  for  the  piirpofe  of  reducing  the  illanda  of  St.  Pierre 
Mti^ijelon,  an  enierprize  which  was  dfirded  witboul 
fiictilly  or  even  bloodlneJ.     He  rclnrncd  toEnglanda 
C  concluiion  of  the  year,  and  never  afterwards  a 
if  any  more  aflivc  command  than  thai  of  port  adnir 
riliiuitiih,  which  he  w;s  appulnied  to  after  the  c 
of  the  w:ir:  he  held  ti  duiing  ihe  ufiia]Iy-aDol 
criod  of  tli.'cc  yt^a,  having  his  flaigon  board  tbc  Qucco> 
f  ninety  guns. 
Alnnall  inimediaitty  on  h'n  return  he  was  one  of  ihc 
Kmbcrsof  the  coiin-inanial,  held  atPonfmouth,  for  the 
niral  Kcppel;  on  which  occalion  he  appeared 
a  ftremious  an  altciior  of  what  he  ihotight  the  honoor  0/ 

t  many  violent  altercations  took  place  h 
vccn  hilt  fell',  the  profecutnr,  and  fntneofihe  wilnel 
'  a  wouM  iwi  infwcT  his  intcringatorics  in  t"^ 
wiihed.      On  ihe  Stb  of  Apnl,  |-8i,  ; 
ige  of  rr.  ndtcrs  having  taken  pJjce,  hr  was  advxm.-^ 
c  adn  irjl  I'f  the  bloc,  ts  he  »as  laiihci,  c 

;57i  to  be  admirat  oi  the  while.   Hati^j 
J  appoanunent  as  n  &»g-tAca,« 

'ytl«=d,  liothins  UrAie^  w^^'"* 
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for  our  obfervation,  except  that  he  died  at  his  houfe  near 
Fareham,  Hants,  towards  the  end  of  Anguft  1795,  with 
the  univerfal  reputation  of  a  man  poflefling  the  ftri£left 
integrity,  and  a  mod  benevolent  heart,  unhappily  alloyed 
by  fome  intemperance. 

PALLISER,  Sir  Hugh,  Bart.  —This  brave  man,  and 
judicious  officer,  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  arid  re- 
fpeftable  family  pofTefled  of  a  confiderable  eflate  at 
Ncwby-wifk,  in  i  orkfhire.  His  father,  the  younger  fon 
of  a  numerous  family,  was  a  captain  of  foot.  He  married 
the  daughter  of  Humphrey  Robinfon,  efq.  of  Thicket- 
hall,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  was  feverely  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Ahnanza.  His  two  elder  brothers  were 
alfo  wounded,  and  died  lieutenant-colohcls  in  the  army  : 
but  the  eldeft  of  them  having  nearly  ruined  the  Yorkfhire 
eftate,  fold  It  and  fettled  in  Ireland,  where  he  improved 
his  fortune,  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred,  and  entailed 
iix  hundred  pounds  a  year  on  the  fubjeft  of  this'article^ 
Another  of  the  family  was  tutor  and  friend  of  the  cele- 
brated Locke  i  died  archbifhop  of  Cafliel,  and  made  confi- 
derable endowments  on  the  college  of  Dublin.  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  was  born  at  Kirk  Dcighton,  in  the  county  of  York, 
on  the  26th  of  Februanr,  1722.  He  was  fent  early  to  fea 
under  the  prote6lion  ot  his  relation,  a  captain  in  the  riavy. 
He  was  attached  to  his  profeflion,  fo  that  he  foon  gained 
the  character  of  a  (kilful  feaman  and  an  able  officer,  together 
•U'ith  the  friendfhip  as  well  as  good  opinion  of  his  fuperiors, 
amongft  whom  were  to  be  reckoned  lord  Anfon,  admiral 
Bofcawen,  and  fir  Charles  Saunders.  Under  their  au- 
fpices,  without  the  aid  of  high  birth,  powerful  connexions, 
or  party  intcreft,  he  gradually  rofe  to  eminent  Rations  in 
both  the  military  and  civil  branches  of  the  naval  fervice. 
He  alfo  received  honourable  marks  of  approbation  from 
his  fovereign,  though  experiencing  what  officers  of  the" 
moft  eminent  merit  had  encountered  before  him,  the 
jcaloufy  and  ill-will  of  the  envious,  which  attach  to  the 
*nirc  of  all  popular  governments  like  that  of  Britain. 
*  •«  «the  end  inftigatcd  the  attack  of  a  powerful  party 

'•^d  hjmfetf  equally  zealous  for 
ittons,  without  court- 

H« 
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He  was  made  lieutenant  in  X74.2;  in  that  natfon  fie 
became  firft  of  the  Effcx,  commanded  by  captain  Richar<f 
Norris,  in  the  engagement  off  Toulon,  on  the  iiih  of 
February,  1744.  Captain  Norris  being  backward  and 
behaving  ifl,  was  ordered  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial ; 
but  the  court  conllruing  the  order  to  be  only  for  a  court  of 
enquiry,  the  captain  was  permitted  to  quit  at  Mahon,  and 
never  appearing  again,  he  was  ftruck  off  the  lift.  The  beha- 
viour of  the  lieutenants  of  the  Elfex  was  much  approved  of^ 
and  the  houfe  of  commons  voted  the  court-martial  proceed- 
ings arbitrary, partial,  and  illegal.  The  great  trials  fhortly 
enfued,  when  leyeral  officers,  and  amongd  them,  admiral 
Ledock,  paid  many  compKments  to  the  abilities  and 
judgement  of  lieutenant  Pallifer,  notwithftanding  a  ma- 
terial part  of  his  evidence  tended  to  operate  againft  tha( 
admiral. 

In  July  1746  lieutenant  Pallifer  was  promoted  to  be 
commander  of  the  Weazle  fioop ;  and^  on  his  ftation  off 
Bcachy  Head  in  a  very  fhort  time  he  captured  four  French 
privateers*,  which  acquired  him,  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber following,  the  rank  of  pod  captain  in  the  Captain,  of 
feventy  guns,under  commodore  Legge,  juft  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief at  the  Leeward  lilands,  on  whole  death 
captain  Pallifer  moved  into  the  Sutherland,  of  fifty  gims, 
that  he  might  accommodate  the  fcnior  captain  (afterwards 
fir  George  PoccckeJ  with  the  large  (hip.     The  Sutherland 

*  The  capture  of  tw&  of  riiem  it  officially  related  rn  the  followior 
manner,  which  is  fo  extremely  honourable  to  captain  Pallifer,  whofe 
force  was  not  more  than  cq^ual  to  one  of  his  opponents,  that  we  bavr 
infcrtcd  it  at  fuH  length. 

"  Admiralty-office,  06^oher  14th. 

"  Captain  Pallifer,  in  hi*  majeQy's  (loop  the  Wca^Ie,  being  on  a 
cruife  off  the  Ifk  of  Wight,  on  the  8th  inftant,  at  ten  io  the  morn«- 
ang,  faw  a  fhallop,  which  he  gave  chacc  to,  and  at  one  came  up  wiih- 
li?r  and  took  her.  She  was  called  the  Jeantic,  a  French  privateer 
belonging;  to  Boulong,  mounting  fix  carri;ige  and  fix  fwivel  guns, 
and  had  forty^eight  men  on  board,  and  was  comiiiandcd  by  Antoina 
Colloit. 

*•  Wlicn  captain  Pallifer  had  fhiftcd  the  pr  1  Toners  he  gave  chace 
to  another  veffcl,  and  at  dark  came  up  v-iih  vtnJ  took  her.  She  wa* 
called  the  Fortune,  a  French  privateer,  of  HoDfleur,  mounting  tea 
carriage  and  ten  fwivel  guns,  and  had  ninety  fnc  men  on  hoard,  com- 
manded by  John  GUIicic.   Ubih  the  prizes  ate  brought  into  port." 

having 
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Tiaving  been  difmaftcd  in  an  hurricane,  captain  Pallifer 
loft  the  opportunity  of  fliaring  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
in  the  capture  of  a  very  large  French  convoy,  which  had 
been  difpcrfed  by  fir  lEdward  Hawke.  An  additional 
misfortune  afterwards  bef.^l  him  in  the  fame  ftiip  when 
cruifmg  to  the  leeward  of  Martinico:  being^in  want  of 
water  he  proceeded  to  Prince  Rupert's  bay,  Dominica,  at 
that  time  inhabited  by  only  a  few  ftraggling  French,  and 
favages.  Having  ordered  a  party  of  marines  to  land  for 
the  protcdlion  of  the  waterers,  the  armourer,  in  taking 
the  arms  out  of  the  chcft  on  the  quarter-deck,  by  fome 
carelefTnefs,  ftriu^k  fire:  this  communicated  to  the  cartouch 
boxes  therein,  and  occafioned  all  the  arms  to  gooiF.  The 
captain,  who  was  thea  fitting  on  the  other  arm-cheft  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  deck,  was  immediately  wounded 
and  difabled  from  moving,  by  a  ball,  which  entered  on 
the  left  fide  of  his  back,  and  was  taken  out  at  his  right 
groin  ;  another  ft  ruck  his  right  hip,  and  a  third  his  kft 
ihoulder.  The  armourer  and  his  mate  were  both  killed, 
but  the  captain,  having  youth  and  health  on  his  fide,  writh 
able  afliftance,  recovered  contrary  to  the  expedations  of 
the  furgeons  themfelves.  He  remained  ever  after  lame  in 
the  left  leg,  having  a  perpetual  and  fometimes  very  excru- 
ciating pain,  which  at  length  occafioned  his  death. 
Notwithfianding  this  accident  he  perfevered  in  following 
the  fervice,  being  in  commiflion  for  the  Sheemefs  frigate, 
on  the  peace  with  France  and  Spain  in  1748,  and  was 
fent  exprefs  to  admiral  Bofcawen,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
with  news  of  that  event.  In  1750  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Yarmouth  guard- ftiip  at  Chatham;  and  fliortly  after* 
wards  moving  into  the  Seahorfe,  a  twenty-gun  ftiip,  was 
ordered  to  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  to  endeavour  the  inter- 
ception of  the  difl!afl^eded  who  had  projeded  fchemes  with 
the  court  of  France,  for  returning  fiscretly  to  Scotland  in 
order  to  raife  new  difturbances  there.  His  diligence  in 
this  fervice  gained  him  the  ilUwill  of  a  numerous  party  in 
that  country,  who  concerted  together  how  to  interrupt  and 
diftrefs  him.  Many  plans  were  unfuccefsfully  laid  to 
entrap  him ;  and  the  captain  having  orders  to  enter  all 
fuch  volunteers  as  offered,  they  forged  an  indenture  for 
one  of  that  defcription,  alledging  that  he  was  an  apprentice 
to  the  maftcr  of  a  ftiip,  and  engaged  the  judge  of  the 

H  h  3  vice- 
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vice-admiraliy  court  or  Scotland  to  proceed  againft  capl 
Pallirer  for  entering  him;  but  ihe  captain  refuflng  lof 
the  man  be  taken  out  of  the  king's  Ihip,  ihe  ncxi  rime 
I  xaplain  Pallifcr  went  on  (hoic  ^c  was  arrcltcd  by  war- 
I  "ni)t  from  the  judge  of  ihe  vice-admiral^  coun,  and  m 
prifoncd  for  fomc  days  in  ihe  Tolbooth  prifoo  at  P 
biirgh,  until  the  lotds  of  fctlions  intetpolrd  tSeir  ad 

.  rity,  fiipctccticd  the  warrani  and  rclcafcd  the  » 

,  The  mafter  of  the  vclfel  who  countenanced  the  1 

'  indeniurc  fled  the  countty. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1753  he  was  appoiJ 
captain  of  the  Briflo!,  a  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  ordered  tqj 
fined  at  Plymouth  for  a  guard-fhip.  He  did  not, 
«ver,  lon^  continue  to  hold  thistommand,  for  govi 
jncni  having  determined  to  fend  general  Jitaddfick  witi 
army  to  Virginia,  to  drive  the  French   from  their  I 

I  Croachmcnts  on  the  back  fculcnicnts  of  tliat  provifl 
commodore  Krppel  was  oidciid  with  two  firtygun 

»  and  fomc  frigates  to  Virginia,  ard  captain  PJlIifcr, 
the  Seahorfe  aiid  Niyhiingalc,  was  diic^cd  to  convi 

[  -tranfports,  having  on  board  two  regiments  from  Ire 
to  Hamptim  in  Virginia.  He  failed  in  January  t4 
but,  indead  of  going  the  ufual  m&,  he  ran  to  the  fotn_ 
ward  as  far  as  the  Tropic,  thus  avoiding  the  bad  weather 
at  that  (cafon  of  the  year,  and  found  commodore  Keppt), 
general  Braddock,  and  (he  (hips  with  them,  had  arrived* 
very  ftiort  time  before  at  Hampton  very  much  dam 
the  heavy  gales  they  met  within  the  ufual  tnOt. 
(hip's  companies  were  extremely  fickly,  and  the 
dote  had  provided  hofpilals  for  the  troops  under  cap3 
Pallifct's  convoy,  expcdling  ihey  would  arrive  in  the  f 
condition.     On  the  contrary,  they  all  appeared  if 

food  health,    and  proceeded  immediately    up  ihe 
oiomack  to  Akxandrin,  where  no  kings  fhips,  or! 
'  (hips  fo  large  as  the  tranfports,  had  ever  betti  fcen  beP 
I  Here  was  held  the  firft  congrtfs,  ctmfifling  of  ih«r  p 
tmanding    general,  '  .     . '     . 

i'wovefnors  of  the  '''•'' 
Iff  Virginia,  un.!, 
mned tlic  king'ti  tr<« 
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Hoflilitics  having  commenced  with  France  in  Septem- 
ber 1755,  captain  Palliier  was  commiflioned  to  the  Eagle, 
of  fixty  guns.  On  the  30th  May,  1757,  being  on  a  cruize 
oif  Ufliant,  in  company  with  the  Mcdway,  of  lixiy  guns, 
they  in  the  nighl  icll  in  with  and  gave  chace  to  a  French 
Ea(t  India  ihip,  named  the  Due  D'Aquitain,  mounting 
fifty  gunsy  all  French  eighteen  pounders,  on  two  decks, 
and  four  hundred  and  nintty-five  men.  She  had  landed 
her  cargo  at  Lifbon,  and  was  on  her  way  to  Port  L'Orient. 
At  day-light  (he  appeared  with  her  lower  tier  run  out. 
The  Medway  (hortencd  fail  to  clear  fliip  ;  this  gave  th« 
Eagle^  fhe  being  clear  for  adion,  the  opportunity  to  pafs 
her  and  begin  the  attack  at  two  (hip*s  lengths,  fo  that 
almoft  every  fhot  took  place.  After  a  Ihort  but  very  fliarp 
adion  (he  (truck  as  the  Mcdway  came  up,  having  fifty. 
one  men  killed^  and  the  ninnber  of  wounded  not  afcv'r- 
tainedy  with  ninety- feven  (!)ot- holes  through  both  fides. 
Her  main  and  mizen-mafls  fell  juJi  as  flie  ftruck.  The 
Eagle  had  ten  men  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded,  with 
twenty-one  fliot  through  her  iides.  The  commander  of 
the  Miedway  was  very  unjuilly  refleded  on,  for  it  is  cer- 
tain that  nothing  but  his  ihip  not  being  clear  prevented 
his  beginning  the  adlion,  for  he  afterwards  gave  repeated 
proofs  of  his  bravery  in  feveral  adions  during  that  war. 

In  July  1758,  captain  Pallifer  being  then  commander 
of  the  Shrewfbury,  of  feventy-four  guns,  to  which  (hip  he 
had  been  appointed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  lord 
Anfon  detached  him  with  a  fquadron  to  cruize  as  near 
the  entrance  of  Bred  as  he  could  with  fafety,  in  order  to 
watch  theFrcnch  fleet  in  the  road.  Whilft  on  that  fer- 
vice  he  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  coafters,  under  convoy  of 
two  frigates,  which  he  drove  on  (horc  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  D'Hodicrnes,  and  captured  fome  of  the  trading 
vcflels. 

In  the  year  1759  he  was,  with  admiral  Saunders,  on 
the  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  Quebec  ;  on  which  occa- 
fion  he  commanded  the  body  of  feamen  which  landed  and 
took  poflfeflion  of  the  Lower  Town.  In  1760  he  fcrved 
viider  the  fame  admiral  in  the  Mediterranean,  who  de- 
HiCbcd  him  with  an  equal  force  after  a  fmall  French  fqua* 
JL'  .^dhW^P^hich  had  flipped  out  of  Toulon,  and  were  gone  up 
i|  to  parade  and  perfuade  the  Turks  that  the 

H  h  4  French 
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French  fleets  were  not  blocked  up  by  the  EngliOl-.  Cap^ 
tain  Pallircr  chaced  thetn  into  the  Turkifh  ports,  uoder 
prote£lion  of  the  grand  fignor's  batteries,  in  the  harbours 
of  Zudia,  in  Candia,  and  Napol  di  Matvazca,  in  Morea«. 
Nothing  but  re(jpe£l  to  the  neutrality  of  the  grand  fignor  s 
ports  prcventeci  their  deftrudion  ;  and  the  EnglUh  am-. 
baflador  at  the  port  made  a  proper  ufe  of  the  event,  to  the- 
difgrace  of  the  French  and  the  high  honour  of  the  Britifl^ 
name  at  Conftantinople. 

In  1762  he  was  difpatched  with  three  (hips  of  the  line 
and  a  frigate  to  retake  St.  John's  in  Newfoundland;  but  01^ 
his  arrival  he  found  that  lord  Colville  and  colonel  Amherft 
had  anticipated  that  fervice  :  and,  after  the  peace  in  1764,, 
he  was  fent  out  thither  again  as  governor  and  commodore^ 
for  the  protection  of  that  Fiihery,  againft  the  encroach-, 
ments  of  the  French,  having  under  him  a  fifty-gun  ihip» 
the  Guernfey,  which  bore  his  broad  pendant,  and  feveral 
frigates.  He  then  met  with  a  French  commodore  with  a 
iimilar  force  pretending  to  regulate  their  own  fifheriest 
and  fettle  difputes  with  ours,  but,  in  reality,  encreafmg 
them ;  wherefore  commodore  Pallifer  warned  the  French 
commodore  to  quit  the  coaA,  informing  him  that  the  (bve- 
reignty  of  the  ifland  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  he 
would  not  fuffer  any  foreign  authority  to  interfere  with  his 
government.  On  account  of  this  and  other  fpirited  exer- 
tions, the  French  ambaflador,  in  London,  prefcnted  many 
memorials  againd  governor  Pallifer;  but  the  latter  was 
well  fupported  by  the  miniftry.  Amongft  otlier  things  the 
French  pretended  that  Cape  Ray  was  Point  Rich,  thereby 
introducing  a  claim  to  the  fi/hery  all  along  the  weft  coaft 
of  Newfoundland,  In  fupport  thereof  they  alledged  that 
the  Engliih  chart  mifnamed  thofc  places,  and  that  the 
names  therein  had  been  tranfpofed  for  the  purpofe  of  ajr- 
tailing  their  bounds.  Their  ambaflador  produced  a 
French  chart  fent  to  him,  in  which  thofe  places  were 
named  agreeable  to  the  claim  they  contended  for.  Eut 
this  commodore  Pallifer  foon  confuted,  by  ihewing,  that 
all  the  Engliih  charts  were  extant  before  Point  Rich  was 
made  a  boundary  point.  He  happened  to  have  in  his 
pofleflion  a  French  chart,  being  an  im predion  from  the 
fame  plate  as  that  which  the  French ambaflfador  produced. 
Point  Rich  and  Cape  Ray  w^re  there  placed  the  fame  as 

in 
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in  the  Englifh  charts.  He  clearly  fixed  the  fraud  of  alter<* 
ing  the  plate  and  tranrpoHng  thofe  names  with  the  French 
government^  for  the  piirpofe  of  fupporting  the  encroach- 
ments.  Of  this  tranfadio^  the  French  ambaifador  him* 
felf  feemed  to  be  aihamed. 

In  177P  commodore  Pallifer  was  appointed  comptroller 
of  the  navy,  and  elffted  an  elder  brother  of  the  Trinity 
Houfe.  In  1773  he  was  created  a  baronet;  in  1774 
chofen  reprefentative  in  parliament  for  Scarborough ;  in 
1775  promoted  to  be  a  flag-officer;  and,  as  at  that  time 
it  was  a  rule  that  ^  comptroller  of  the  navy  (hould  not  holcl 
his  feat  at  the  board  with  his  flag,  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  as  fucceflbr  to  the  earl  of 
firiiloh  In  the  fame  year  his  great  friend,  fir  Charles 
Saunders,  died,  leaving  him  a  legacy  of  5000 1.  and  fir 
Hugh  Pallifer  fucceeded  him  as  lieutenant-general  of 
marines.  On  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  he  was  ad« 
vanced  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 

Towards  the  end  of  17779  and  in  the  beginning  of 
1778,  the  warlike  preparations  made  by  the  French  ma- 
pifefted  their  intentions  to  fupport  the  revolted  Englifh 
colonies  againft  the  mother  country.  The  Americaii 
war  at  this  time  was  very  unpopular,  and  all  poilihie 
means  were  made  ufe  of,  according  to  a  welUknown 
phrafe,  both  within  and  without  doors,  to  retard  the  opcv 
rations  of  government,  There  were  notwithftandmg 
many  well-intentioned  perfons  of  rank  in  the  oppofition, 
who,  though  thev  difapproved  the  American  war,  could 
not  filently  behold  the  armaments  of  a  natural  Cfi^my  go» 
ing  forward ;  they  therefore  gave  early  intimation  of  the 
danger  :  of  this  number  was  admiral  iCeppel,  who  at  that 
time  refided  on  the  Continent,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
correfponding  with  fir  Hugh  Pallifer.  When  the  oppof- 
ing  fleet  of  England  was  preparing,  the  latter  laboured 
much,  and  at  length  fucceeded  in  bringing  about  the  ap« 
pointment  of  the  former  to  the  chief  command,  being 
himfelf  feledted  to  ferve  under  him  in  the  third  ftation : 
with  this  admiral  Keppel  exprefled  himfelf  well  pleafed^ 
and  informed  fir  Hugh,  by  letter,  that  he  was  one  of  die 
very  few  he  could  depend  on.  The  iiKiecifive  adieu 
which  took  place  with  the  enemy  on  the  27th  of  July 
following,  is  not  only  too  well  known  to  be  now  de^ 
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fcribedy  but  has  been  already  fufEciently  enlarged  on  in 
our  account  of  the  commander-in-chief.  The  fubfcquent 
*difagreement  between  thofc  officers  feemed  converted  into 
niifchicvous  confequcnce^,  as  we  have  already  very  forci- 
bly remarked,  by  the  rancour  of  party  and  the  wickedneft 
of  intercfted  perfons.  /  Doubtlels  both  the  admirals  were 
unitedly  zealous  in  doing  their  duty  to  the  utmofl  againft 
the  infidious  defigns  of  France,  the  ambitious  and  heredi- 
tary enemy  of  their  country  ;  but  as  the  event  of  the  27th 
of  July,  was  unfatisfadlory  to  the  nation  in  general,  theop- 
poiition  took  advantage  of  the  difcontents  to  inflame  jlhe 
country  againft  the  miniftry,  firft  by  fuggcfting  that  ad- 
miral Keppel  had  orders  not  to  aft  with  vigour  againft 
the  enemy;  and,  when  the  falfity  of  that  aiiertion  was 
cxpofcd,  by  attributing,  as  a  fecond  charge,  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  fleet  to  the  difference  between  admiral  Keppel  and 
fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  political  principles  on  the  American 
war,  they  coloured  the  afperfion  by  referring  to  the  fitua- 
tion  of  tho  latter  as  an  a&ive  lord  of  the  admiralty ;  they  of 
courfe  reprefented  him  as  the  fupporter'of  the  exifting 
adminiftration,  and  by  implication  fubfervient  to  certain 
pretended  views  of  debafmg  their  friend  the  commander- 
in-chief.  Thus  the  whole  weight  of  popular  oppofitioit 
was  employed  to  transfer  the  caufeof  difappointment  to 
the  junior  olEccr :  this  was  done  while  both  parties  were 
again  abfcnt  at  ft^a,  and  apparently  on  the  fame  confidential 
and  friendly  footii:;j;  as  before. 

The  licet  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  26th  of  Oftober, 
and  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  finding  that  many  envious  infmua- 
tions  and  grofs  falfchoods  had  made  ftrong  impreflions  to 
his  prejudice,  he  traced  and  difcovered  them,  as  he  fup- 
pofcd;  indtiftrior.ily  circulated  from  dangerous  quarters, 
on  which  he  demanded,  but  could  not  obtain  what  he  de- 
manded, a  fair  difcuilion.  Sir  Hugh  then  took  fuch 
decifive  iteps  as  brought  on  him  the  difagreeable  but  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  calling  for  courts-martial  on  admiral 
Keppel  and  himfeU,  that  each  miglit  have  an  opportunity 
of  vindicating  his  own  condudl,  and  the  nation  be  fatif- 
fied  where  the  blame  lay.  The  trials  accordingly  com- 
menced :  that  of  Mr.  Keppel  ended  in  the  manner  welU 
remembered  and  ahcady  (iated  :  and,  in  conclufion,  fir 
Hugh  Pallifer  was  acquitted,  aad  the  fentence  declared, 

th^t 
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tfeat  his  behaviour,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July,  wai 
highly  nurUorious  and  exemplary ^  than  which  nothing  could 
be  more  honourable  *• 

During 

^  As  we  have  already  given  the  marcrial  fubflance  of  the  defence 
made  by  Mr.  Keppel,  we  (hall,  in  equity  and  jufticeto  fir  Hugh,  fub- 

1'oin  the  following  extrsrfl,  from  a  fpeech  delivered  by  him  in  the 
loufe  of  commons,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1780,  in  which  he  pub- 
licly afligns  the  rcafons  which  actuated  his  condii6i,  both  immcdiateljr 
after  the  adion,  while  the  two  fleets  were  in  (i^ht  of  each  other,  at 
well  as  the  meafures  taken  by  him  on  ihore,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencemeot  of  the  court-martial. 

••  The  evenx  of  my  trial  confirmed  me  in  the  expedation  with 
which  I  had  before  confoled  myfelf.  My  judges  proved  fuperior  to 
the  influence  of  party  and  the  dread  of  unrnt-ritcd  unpopularitv, 
difcharged  their  office  with  a  determined  impartiality,  and  tne 
refult  was  a  fentence,  which  I  (hall  ever  think  mofl  honourable 
to  me.  In  the  introdudory  part  of  it  my  judges  declared,  that 
my  condu£l  and  behaviour  were,  in  many  rcfprcls,  highly  exemplarjf 
and  meritorious*  Though  too  the  court  had  (rrutinized  into  every 
part  of  my  condufl  with  an  almoft  unexampled  (fri^^ncfs,  the  only 
omifEon  which  could  be  fuggefted  was,  that  I  did  not  inform  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  difabled  (late  of  the  Formidable :  but  fo 
far  was  the  court  from  imputing  this  to  a  blameable  caufe,  or  from 
attributing  the  leaft  ill  confcquence  to  it,  that  they  (lated  it  in  dubiout 
and  relaxant  terips,  fimply  pointing  it  out  as  a  matter  of  opinion  ; 
and  having  fo  done,  they  concluded  with  an  abfolutfr  acquittal.  Indeed, 
had  I  conceived  that  there  was  a  probability  of  imputing  fucb  an 
omidion  to  me,  I  ffaonld  have  been  more  full  in  my  explanation  on 
this  head.  I  did  take  notice  that  the  (ignal  of  diftrefs,  in  the  fighting 
in(lru£lions,  was  not  applicable,  and^  that  the  condition  of  the  For- 
midable was  fo  apparent,  as  to  make  any  information  from  me  unne* 
ceffary.  I  alfo  notcied  that  I  had  no  frigate  by  which  I  could  fend 
information  ;  the  Milford,  which  was  the  only  frigate  in  mydivifion, 
having  been  taken  from  me,  by  Mr.  Keppcl,  early  in  the  afternoon. 
But  I  might  have  advanced  feveral  (leps  further  to  obviate  the  idea  of 
omifTion.  Till  the  Fox  reached  me  between  fcven  and  eight  at  night, 
Mr.  Keppel's  own  conduct  did  not  leave  me  the  leafi  room  to  fuppoCe 
him  ignorant  of  the  Formidable's  inability  to  reach  the  length  or  my 
fiation  in  the  line,  for  he  not  only  did  not  make  any  enforcing  fignal 
to  fignify  his  dxpe£lation  of  feeing  my  divifion  in  the  line,  till  thir*. 
teen  minutes  after  fix,  when  the  fignal  for  coming  into  his  wake  was 
hoidcd  a  fccond  time  ;  but  alfo,  on  putting  out  the  pendants  of  feveral 
{hips  of  my  divtfion  at  half  an  hour  after  fix,  he  did  not  think  fit  to 
to  make  my  pcn^iant  one  of  the  number;  whence  I  concluded  that  he 
knew  my  condition,  and  therefore  did  not  txytQ.  me.  In  refped  to 
afterwards  fending  information  by 'the  Fox,  if^I  had  thought  it  necef- 
fary  I  had  not  the  opportunity,  the  Fox  having  feparated  finoot 
me  before  I  could  finifh  \ihaf  I  had  began  Co  fay  to  btr  captain* 
What  other  xacaos  I  could  have  dcvifed  to  fend  an  eipUnation  to  Mr. 
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During  thefe  commotions,  fir  Hu^h  PalUfer  having 
refigned  the  lieutenant-general  (hip  of  marines^  and  his 

feat 

jCeppd,  time  enough  to  anfwer  any  purpofc,  I  am  ftill  to  learn  :  but 
all  tnit  is  not  of  importance  to  mc  ;  the  termi  in  which  the  oxniflion  ii 
Ibted,  with  the  acquittal  which  follows,  fufficiently  prote£k  my  charac- 
ter, being  repugnant  to  the  moft  remote  idea  of  criminal  impatation. 

**  Since  my  trial  I  have  patiently  waited  for  the  fubGding  of  the 
public  prejudices,  and,  fo  far  as  regards  my  exculpation  liom  the 
charges  for  my  condu£^  on  the  day  of  engagement,!  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  proceedings  on  my  own  trial  have  opened  the  eyes  of  many, 
vho,  before  they  knew  what  was  my  defence,  had  been  feduced  into 
an  injurious  opinion  of  me;  and,  I  trud,  that  the  more  thoroughly 
the  grounds  on  which  my  judges  a£lcd  are  examined  and  underftood, 
the  more  convincing  the  proofs  of  my  innocence  will  appear. 

**  But  dill  fome  unfavourable  impreifions  continue  to  operate 
againft  me  on  account  of  my  accufation  of  Mr.  Keppel,  and  for  thii 
I  oave  been  blamed  even  by  fome  perfons  of  great  refpe£),  who  were 
hr  from  being  indifpofed  to  form  an  impartial  judgment  if  they  were 
£arniihed  witn  the  ncceflary  materiaU. 

**  In  this  part  of  the  cafe  my  ill  fortune  expofes  me  to  the  mod 
cmbarrafRng  difadvantages.  On  the  one  hand  there  it  a  fentenco 
acquitting  admiral  Keppel  and  declaring  my  charges  malicious  asui 
ill  founded  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  tne  manner  in  which  I  waa 
urged  and  driven  to  become  an  accufer,  and  tbe  grounds  on  which  I 
could  have  fuflained  my  charges,  are  not  only  ill  uiuierflood,  but,  ia 
truth,  have  never  yet  been  explained  by  myfelf.  The  prc^r  tim« 
for  difcufGng  this  matter  was  when  Mr.  Keppel  was  on  his  trial,  but 
then  the  opportunity  was  denied  me.  The  trial  being  clofed,  and  a 
judgment  of  acquittal  irrevocably  pronounced,  it  might  feem  invidious 
and  unbecoming  on  my  part  to  publifli  to  the  world  what  I  Ihould 
bave  offered  in  fupport  of  my  charges :  fuch  a  meafure  I  hive  there- 
fore declined  hitherto,  nor  will  I  be  ever  induced  to  adopt  it  by  any 
thing  lefs  than  its  being  authoritatively  called  for,  or  the  roofl  appa- 
rent impolTibility  of  otherwife  rcGfting  the  ittempts  to  compleat  my 
ruin :  but  then  the  difficulty  is  how  to  avoid  fuch  an  extremity 
without  furrendcring  myfelf  a  quiet  vidim  to  the  perfecuting 
fpirit  of  my  enemies.  The  leaders  of  them  have  continually 
l>cen  loading  my  name  with  reproaches;  and  though  fome  of 
them  on  many  accounts  have  a  title  to  much  refpe£l,  yet  even  thofe 
fo  far  forget  all  manlitiefs  of  chara£)er,  as  to  afTail  me  with  the  mod  cm* 
bittered  eloquence  in  this  houfe,  when  it  was  known  that  1  cuuld  not 
be  prefent  to  defend  myfelf:  now  too  that  I  am  prcfent  they  know ' 
the  advantage  they  derive  from  my  being  unendowed  with  qualificationa 
for  a  popular  aiTcmbly,  and  thence  they  are  encouraged  to  recommenco 
^ir  attacks,  though  furely  they  cannot  imagine  that  1  (hall  (it  fiill 
without  at  lead  endeavouring  to  give  a  check  to  any  afperfion  aimed 
at  mc  pcrfoiidlly  ;  under  thefe  circumOances,  ihould  I  continue  acqui« 
cfcing  in  thcfc  public  attacks  of  my  chara£icr  without  any  attempt  to 
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feat  in  parliament,  to  accommodate  a  timid  miniftry  who 
Hood  in  awe  dt  a  powerful  oppoiition,  his  majefty,  on  his 

honour- 


rcpc!  them,  more  cfpccially  at  this  time  when  I  am  threatened  with 
new  efforts  to  keep  me  out  of  the  fcrvicc  of  my  coantry,  I  Ihould 
cftabliih  the  credit  of  the  mifrcprefcntations  by  which  I  deem  myfelf 
{o  highly  injured ;  forae  explanation  on  my  part  is,  thercforr,  imme- 
diately requifite,  todifappoint  my  enemies of^the  fihal  accomplifhroenl 
of  their  defij^ns. 

**  It  is  not,  however,  my  intention  to  revive  the  confideratton  of 
the  pad  tranfafltons  relative  to  admiral  Keppcl  and  myfelf^  further 
than  he  and  his  friends  (hall  compel  me  by  their  hoOilities.  I  aia 
well  convinced  not  only  that  very  ill  confequenccs  have  already  ari fen 
to  the  public  fervice  from  the  conteft  between  that  gentleman  and 
me,  but  that  new  mifchiefs  will  be  generated  if  the  fubje6i  is  refsmedj 
under  this  impreffion  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  make  great  facri* 
fices  of  my  own  private  feelings,  rather  than  adminiOer  the  leaf!  pre* 
Cence  for  any  further  difcuflion  of  the  grievances  of  which  the  hd« 
nourable  admiral  nnd  I  rcfpcQively  complain  :  therefore  on  the  pre» 
fent  occaGon  I  (ball  avoid  fpeaking  to  many  points  in  which  my  cb*« 
ra£ler  is  intercftcd,  and  I  (hall  keep  within  much  narrower  limitft 
than  I  ftiould  prefcribe  to  myfelf,  if  I  aimed  at  the  full  defence  of  my 
conduct  towards  the  honourable  admiral  who  is  oppofcd  to  me. 

'*  The  friends  of  the  honourable  admiral,  in  their  inve6^ivcs  againft 
me,  feera  to  place  their  chief  reliance  on  the  fentcnce  pronounced 
by  his  court-martial,  I  mean  that  part  of  the  fentence  which  declares 
my  charges  malicious  and  ill  founded.  This  is  the  bitter  fpring  from 
wnich  my  enemies  draw  poifon  to  impregnate  their  liccnuout  decla- 
mations. 

"  If  the  admiral's  friends  were  content  with  appealing  to  this  fen- 
tence asa  teflimony  of  his  innocence,  I,  on  my  part,  for  the  fake  of 
public  tranquillity,  would  forbear  all  complaint  and  obje6)ions:  but 
when  the  admiral  or  his  friends,  aiming  at  a  further  perfecntion  of 
me,  apply  that  fentence  to  fix  upon  me  the  Aisma  of  being  a  falfe 
and  malicious  accufer,  I  cannot  acquicfce:  the  injury  is  too  grofs  to 
be  patiently  fubmitted  to;  as  fuch  I  feel  and  will  refift  it. 

**  It  has  been  urged  againft  me  that  I  was  too  late  in  my  accufatioo, 
and  th^t,  if  I  had  thought  the  honourable  admiral  guilty  of  mifcod- 
du£l,  I  ought  to  have  avowed  my  fcntiments,  immediately  and  without 
waiting  till  he  accufed  me.  I  anfwcr  thus:  from  the  beginning  the 
condua  of  the  admiral  was  not  adequate  to  my  expectations ;  I  thought 
that  the  engagement  of  the  27th  July  was  injudicioufly  condu6)^; 
chat  the  manner  of  carrying  us  into  aBion  was  diforderly ;  that  there 
was  too  much  negle£l  of  manoeuvres,  too  much  contempt  of  the 
enemy,  too  much  confidence  at  firft,  and  too  much  awe  of  the  enemy. 
Coo  much  diflance  from  them,  too  much  diffidence  of  ourfelves  after- 
wards. But  my  friendship  and  eflcem  for  the  admiral,  his  previous 
fervices  to  his  country,  his  high  name  in  the  world,  thefe  moved  roe 
to  a  favourable  confirudioo ;  and  thus  influenced,  I  imputed  the  mif^ 

carri^e 
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honourable  acquittal,  was  grackmlly  pleifed  foon  i(ti_. 
wvils  to  appotni  him  goveriiur  of  Green  wich-!iofpiraI,  a^ 


liUheihh,  toilUdvli 
,'idciii  ind  pornjvc  ccimina> 


Mrrijgc  of  ihe  diy  to  error  of  judgmcr 
ill  foriune,  lo  every  ihing  tkvmd  oflhaiei 
lily  wliicit  mlaht  force  mc  lo  undtrulLe  tl' 
one  whom  I  ihcn  dcrmed  my  friend.  Ai  iiiere  u 
pnire  I  did  not  bclluw  ti ;  and  a>  I  then  coDceived  iFni  ihe  tdmiral't 
hilitr<i  ml^hi  not  be  wIIIliI.  I  both  avoided  public  accarnioo  loil 
moD  li^jd])'  ibOiintd  from  fccrci  decFaBion :  but  new  ligbu  ind  new 
€»ccorr(tieeipiefci>tcil  lo  mv  niiod»»ery  different  vreMrof  the  idni- 
ril*sc(<ndu£t,  When  ihe  difconicDti  cncicafed  ituough  the  natioa 
in  confcquence  of  the  rcIle£tioa  ilui  a  fuperior  (lici  of  EneUnd  h»i 
for  » lime  deeliifcd  contiuuing  to  tngagc  *n  iafttioi  one  oT  Fnnce, 
and  pcrmitlcd  it  to  return  I'nio  port,  in  the  middle  of  furotoer,  uo- 
puifued,  ihe  officeit,  rcliliont,  friendi,  and  dcpcodinti  of  the  fao4 
Bouiable  admifil,  ihoughi  (ic  to  icfduhi  for  this  new  phcnonenaik 
at  the  expcnce  of  my  tcpu[alit>n,  and,  for  ihti  purpofe,  iaioe  of  then 
publiOicd  lu  Ihe  world,  ihat  my  dcfiulu  had  prevemcd  i  fecond 
CDgageincni.  fieinn  ihui  injuriaufly  attacked,  1  both  petftftially  and 
liv  leiier  foUciied  the  honourable  admiral  to  give  a  check  to  fiidi 
afpeiCoriti  bui  he  refurcd  to  do  ihii  juflice  lomy  chancer:  and  on 
<onvfrring  with  him  and  hit  JirO  caplai»,  I  found  that  ihcy  riot  unlv 
ciiiinicoaneed  the  llandeii  againA  me,  hui  added  to  their  number  by 
nfolini;  lo  ackoowledge,  eiihri  that  on  eoming  out  of  ibe  aSion  I 
iuDant^  wore  lo  return  la  the  cuemy,  or  thai  they  had  even  once 
Gten  me  on  the  prober  tack  for  thai  purpofe.  Thri  eiplanaiion  from 
(be  botiourihle  idmiral  *nd  hii  (trll  cipiiin  excited  both  aflaaiQiiBCat 
»nd  fufpicion  ;  I  wsi  imaicd  at  ihcir  denial  of  fuch  uncontiovertible 
fi&i,  and  at  ibe  admiraltudopting  a  language  foiaconGdeni  with  ihc 
hi^h  commendation  of  me  in  hit  public  letter  ^  and  I  then  faw  that 
■here  wai  a  plot  concerted  to  dcQioy  my  charaScr  wjiliout  a  trial,  tad 
fa  {o  mike  me  chargeable  for  the  admlral'i  failutti.  My  tcliogi  on 
the  occafion  Were  ihe  flronger  becaufe  1  wai  confctout  that  the  chief 

fad  oF  the  biille  bid  fallen  to  ihe  Qiare  of  me  and  my  diviGoo  ; 
had  fct  an  examnle  o(  forwardnefi  to  pui(uc  our  blow,  by  iuQan 
returning  upon  ihe  enemy,  and  coalinuing  to  Oand   lowatdl  t^ 
again  >  iliat  though  the  UH  lUit  of  the  ci  ~ 

be  the  firll  in  the  rcn«val  of  il 
nr,„rifihe.-idmir>lhadnotdctl 
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the  death  of  fir  Charles  Hardy.  He  was  again  chofen 
rcprefentative  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hunting- 
don ;  but  at  the  enfuing  general  election,  his  old  con- 
nexions and  friends  having  coalefced  witi;  the  oppofition, 
his  and  their  own  enemies,  he  declined  appearing  any 
longer  in  fo  public  a  charafter,  and  retreated  to  the  com- 
forts of  retirement  with  the  moft  valuable  bleffings  that 
heaven  can  beftow  in  this  life,  contentment,  peace,  and 
purity  of  mind. 

He  died  admiral  of  the  white,  governor  of  Scarborough- 
caftle,  one  of  t^»e  elder  brethren  of  the  Trinity-houfq,  and 
governor  of  Greenwich-hofpital,  at  his  country  feat,  the 
Vache,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  on  the  I9ih  of  March, 
1796,  aged  feventy-four,  in  confequcnce  of  a  diforder 
induced  by  the  wounds  received  on  hoard  the  Sutherland, 
in  1747,  as  mentioned  in  the  former  pait  of  this  narrative^ 
The  title  defcends  to  his  great  nephew,  Hugh  Pallifcr 
Walters,  efq.  and  he  left  confiderable  fums  for  charitable 
purpofes,  with  many  legacies ;  but  the  bulk  of  his  fortune, 
real  and  perfonal,  he  willed  to  his  natural  fon,  George 
Pallifer,  efq.  A  fuitable  monument  is  erefled  to  his 
memory  in  the  pariih  church  of  Chalfont  St.  Giles's,  in 
the  county  of  Bucks,  where  his  remains  are  interred*. 


formed  a  very  high  opinion,  it  is  probable  that  my  mind  would  have 
ihaped  a  difTcrent  courfc  :  probably  my  firft  judgement  of  the  matter 
might  have  been  the  fame  harfli  one  as  is  conveyed  by  the  charges 
againft  the  admiral.  But  what  apology  can  he  make  for  the  lateneCi 
of  his  accufatiun  ;  he  who  had  the  charge  of  the  fleet  and  the  com- 
mand in-chief ;  he  in  whom  the  nation  repofcd  its  confidence,  not 
only  for  the  difcharge  of  his  own  duty,  but  to  fee  that  thofe  under  him 
completely  performed  what  they  owed  to  the  Oate  ?  What  apology 
can  he  make  for  firft  praifing  me  by  a  public  letter,  and  in  equal  degree 
with  fir  Robert  Harland,  and  afterwards  accufing  mc  for  the  ume 
affair  ?  Shall  he  be  at  liberty  to  rctra61  his  applaufe  and  to  fubflitute 
accufjtion  for  it?  Shall  he  ic  allowed  to  fay  that  his  heart  di6)ated 
cenfure  wbilft  his  pen  wrote  praife  "^  And  fhall  mere  (ilence  refirain 
me  from  accufation,  or  be  imputed  to  me  as  infincerity  and  incon* 
iiftency  ? 

"  As  to  the  ftate  of  the  proofs  on  the  two  trials  I  purpofely  avoid 
all  comparifon,  bccaufe  that  would  be  entering  into  the  merits  of 
chert),  which  I  think  would  at  this  time  be  improper." 

*  The  funeral,  in  obedience  to  his  own  requifition,  was  vtry  pri- 
vate :  the  chief  mourners  were,  admiral  Bazely,  captain  Hartwelli 
George  Hartwcll,  efq.  and  another  gcntlemao. 

An 


An  anonymous  writer,  w^o  ccnainly  was  no  relatirri 
Cif  iaierellcd  perfon,  from  his  having  much  mi(tai«d  the 
manner  in  which  he  received  his  faiafhurt,  gives  ihe  fol- 
lowing charafler  of  him. 

"  As  a  profeiTional  man,  he  was  found  fuperior  to  moR 
of  his  coicmpontrieS  in  maritime  (kill,  judicious  in  hit 
dtrpofiiions  and  decifive  in  their  confequeni  opcraiions ;  in 
private  life,  conciliating  in  his  manners  and  unlhaktn  in 
his  friendfhips ;  ihe  wife  and  falutary  laws  wliich  he  caufed 
to  be  cnafled  for  the  benefit  of  his  cnuniry,  and  ihe  com- 
fort and  happinefs  of  the  poof  fifhcrnien  in  Newfound^ 
land,  during  his  government  of  that  iiland,  are  proofs  of  a 
found  mind,  of  a  humane  and  benevolent  difpcnilion." 

To  this  charaiflcr  wc  have  briefly  to  add  from  ourfelves 
that  however  his  frieilds  may  wKh  he  had  in  fomc  few 
points  a£led  dilTerenlly  from  what  he  did,  his  mofl  violent 
enemies  cannot  but  confefs  their  own  malignity,  in  having 
endeavoured  to  attach,  as  crimes  to  him,  things  whicn 
never  cxifted  even  in  his  thought,  and  in  having  *cpro- 
batcd  thofe  very  errors  which  their  own  conditdl  fatally 
gave  birih  lo. 

It  is  no  difficult  maHer  to  draw  a  conclufion  from  fafls 
after  ihev  have  taken  place ;  and  we  believe  no  moderate 
man  will,  at  the  prefent  day,  deny,  that  if  the  popular 
voice  had  been  Icis  clamorous,  neither  party  would  have 
proceeded  to  the  lengths  they  did  ;  the  fervice  would  not 
have  been  rent  into  contending  factions  aftd  parties,  and 
the  public  caufc  of  the  country  would  have  been  materially 
benefited.  No  one  can  difpute  on  the  one  hand  that  the 
vice-^miral  poHelTcd  a  warm  temper,  and  in  too  great 
3  degree  for  a  cautious  or  dellgning  man;  fo  ou  the 
other  can  no  one  difbetieve  him  tu  have  poflclTed  hoooer, 
judgement,  and  intrepidity. 

For  more  than  the  latt  fiftcea  or  fixtecn  yean  o 
life  he  feldoui  or  ever  lay  dowivOD  ftbed  fronil 
Itani  pain  in  hi*  leg, 
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PI  GOT,  Hugii, — was  the  brother  of  fir  George,  crc- 
ntcd  baron  Pigot,  of  Patihiill,  in  the  county  of  Dublin^ 
end,    in    1775,    appointed,    for    the    fccond   time,    go- 
vernor of  Madrafs,  where  he  was  treachcroufly  feized  by 
an  infamous  junto  of  people,  who  had  been  appointed  to  aft 
Under  him  in  a  fubordinatc  ftaMon,  and  by  whom  he  was, 
not  long  afterwards,  moft  vilely  murdered.     Mr.  Pigot 
\%e  find  to  have  been  lieutenant  of  the  Romney,  a  fourth 
rate,  of  fifty  guns,  in  1743;   and  advanced,  in'  1745,  to 
be   commander    of   a    fi relhip.      He    was    afterwards, 
on   the  22d  of  Aprils   1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of 
the    Centaur.      But    after    this    time    no    mention    is 
made  of  him  till  the  year  1755,  vvhen  he  was  captain  of 
the  York,  of  fixty  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  put  into  com- 
tniffion  in  confcqiience  of  the  then  juftly-apprehended 
rupture  with  France.     He  continued  in  the  fame  (hip 
feveral  years,  and,  in   1758,  was  employed,  under  the 
orders  of  Mr.   Bofcawcn,  on  the  fuccefsful  expedition 
againft  Louifburg.     Early  in  1760  he  was  promoted  to 
the  Royal  William,  of  eighty-four  gtms,  a  (hip  employed, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  in  the  Channel :  but 
■the  moft  material  notice  we  find  taken*  of  him  is,  his 
having,   in  the  month  of  May   1760,  chaccd  into  the 
Groyne  the  Diadem,  a  French  third  rate,  carrj'ing  feventy- 
four  guns,  which  was  bound  to  Martinico  with  (lores, 
and  fpecie  for  the  payment  of  the  foldiery. 

After  the  conclulion  of  the  war  nothing  confequential 
is  faid  of  him  till  the  year  1769,  when  he  was  appointed 
colonel  of  the  fecond  or  Portfmouth  divifion  of  marines; 
Sl  (hort  time  before  which  he  had  been  chofen reprefentative 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Penryn.  In  1771  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Triumphj  of  feventy-four  gnns,  one 
of  the  Ihips  ordered  to  be  equipped  in  confcquence  of  the 
difpute  with  the  conrt  of  Spain,  relative  to  the  Falkland 
fflands.  Matters  being,  however,  amicably  accom- 
modated, thofe  which  were  not  retained  as  guard- 
(hips  were  put  out  of  commillion  and  difmantled  foon 
afterwards.  Mr.  Pigotj  after  quitting  thfe  Triumph, 
held  no  fubfequent  commillion  as  a  private  captain.  On 
the  ,3111  of  Mifch,  1775,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral  of  the  while;  as  he  was  moreover,  on  the  3d 
of  JFebruarv  in  ihc  y€ar  enfuing,  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
Vol.  V.  li  thof 
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tho  blue:  on  the  29th  of  Jamiary,  1778,  10  the  fan) 
Tank  in  ihc  white  fijuadron  ;  ami,  <in  iht  I9lh  of  March 
1779,  lo  be  v'fc  of  ihc  red.  In  the  new  pirliamenl 
chofcnat  the  «ndol  iheycjr  1780,  he  was  relumed  metn 
ber  for  Bridgcnorih.  During  all  ihis  time  he  nevtt  a 
cepted  of  any  command,  nor  dJit  lie  at'rcrwards,  liH  ll 
«ra  of  thai  extraordinary  civil  K-mliitiim  which  took  plac 
in   the   year   178a,    »nJ  cfftctu)  i 

ihen  reigning  minillry.  On  this  occafion  lie  was,  on  llll_ 
joih  of  March,  appointed  one  of  ihc  commilTioiiers  for 
executing  the  ofl^ce  of  lord  high  admiral ;  on  llic  8th  of 
April  he  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  inverted  with  the  chief  command  lo 
the  Wert  Indies,  as  fiiccclfor  lo  the  ble  lord  Rodney. 

He  hoiiled  hi&  flag  on  bo.ird  thi:  Jupiter,  of  fifty 
guns,  thai  (hip  being  otJcrcU  to  cany  him  out  to  his 
command.  He  faiial  from  i'lyniuiiih  towards  the  end 
of  May,  a  day  or  two  only  previous  lo  the  arrival  of 
the  fngatc  bringing  the  impurlant  intelligence,  that 
the  coiinl  dc  GralTc  had  been  totally  defeated  on  the 
I2ih  of  Aori!  preceding.  This  viflory  reflected  fo  fud- 
dcn  and  dazzling  a  brilliancy  on  (ir  George  Rodney, 
who,  bcfi^re,  was  neither  in  favour  wiih  ihc  otw 
minifiry,  nor  by  any  means  popiiljr  as  a  commander,  that 
to  continue  him  on  the  fume  Ouiion  was  thought  a  com- 
pliment due  to  him  as  an  olficer,  under  whofe  anfpicct  fo 
brilliant  a  tranfaflion  had  taken  place.  An  exprefs  of 
rccal  was  accordingly  difpaiched  after  Mr.  Pigol,  but  too 
laic ;  he  had  failed  100  long  to  be  overtaken,  and  the  ap- 
pointment was  fuficrcd  to  prnce<:d,  modilicd,  as  it  is  faid, 
by  a  conciliating  apology  (o  fir  George,  who,  at  ihe  fame 
time,  wa*  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Pigot  proceeding  to  Jamaica,  took  upon 
him  the  command;  and,  having  hoilfed  his  flag  on  board  ■ 
the  Formidable,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  provcedcH,  as  w; 
cullomary  at  that  iimc,  10  America,  during  the  tmrricat 


« 
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iliort  remainricr  of  the  war  alfo,  without  any  remarkable 
occurrence  taking  place,  or  any  cnterprize  being  executed 
by  the  very  powerful  armament  under  his  orders.  When 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  as  may  be  remembered 
to  have  oeen  the  Cafe  early  in  the  year  1783,  Mr.  Pigot, 
of  coiirfe,  returned  to  Entjland,  and  never  took  upon  him 
any  farther  command.  He  continued  in  the  commiflion 
for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  no  longer  than 
the  30th  of  December,  1783,  and  then  quitted  it  on  a 
well-known  political  convullion,  equally  violent  and  ex-* 
lenfive  with  that  which  firit  introduced  him  to  it.  He 
retired  foon  afterwards  totally  from  public  life,  not  hav- 
ing even  been  returned  to  the  new  parliament,  as  repre* 
Tentative  either  for  Brid^cnorlh,  where  he  had  confider- 
able  influence,  or  any  other  place.  He  was,  however, 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  advanced,  as  his  right^ 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  fcrvice,  to  be  admiral  of  the 
white  fquadron,  and  died  at  Brillol,  having  attained  the 
juftly  earned  reputation  of  an  able  commander,  as  well  as  of 
an  honeft  and  gallant  man,  on  the  1 5th  of  December,  1 792. 
POR  rER,  Jervis  Henry, — entered  into  the  navy  about 
the  year  1732;  and,  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war  with  Spain,  was  promoted  to  be  commander  of  the 
Speedwell  iloop  of  war  :  from  thence  he  was,  on  April  3, 
1746,  advanced  to  be  captain  of  the  Flamborough,  a 
twenty-gun  fhip.  In  1748  he  was  appointed  from  this 
vcilel  to  the  Penfancc,  a  fifth  rate  of  forty-four  guns;  in 
which  Ihip  he  proceeded  to  Louifburg  with  a  fquadron, 
commanded  by  rear-admiral  Watfon,  and  returned  with 
him  to  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  year*.  In  the  year 
1755,  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Prince  Frederic  of 
feventy  gims.  He  was  afterwards  removed  into  the  Her- 
cules, of  feventy-four  guns,  in  which  fhip  he  had  the 
forttme  to  fall  in  with  a  French  (hip  of  war,  carrying 
fcvcnty-four  guns,  called  the  Floriflhntt.  The  fame  which 

had 


*  Intbe  montb  of  July  enfuing,  he  vas  /emplpyed  in  convoyiog 
;.  ',    ibc  booMwanl-liound  Baltic  trade  from  the  Sound. 
" '     .    i  Qi  this  CACOunicr  captain  Porter  gave  the  following  accoimt, 
>  ".  fllMl  wcTluvc  becii  induced  to  infcrt  at  length  in  juAice  to  him,  and 
^   iittt  k  Bty  kit  teo,  chough  UDfortunatie  an^i  pniACccftful,  )ic  Jbehaved 

lis  with 


had  fotnc  time  bcfo.-c  bfcn  engaged  in  idc  Weft  tta 
by  captain  Tyrrd,  in  ihc  Diukiti^hum.    Tbc  » 


with  «  degree  or  giHirity  aoi  tfhit  lii^lity  tnenliif  viftofjr « 


"  Oo  Ih*  loih  infttnt, 
lii(U  of  Jlmui  \C\  dcR'cri 
S.W.  wefjw.  r»il  loi. 
difcotc((d  hcnop  Rallir 
lalking  upon  iii.     Atioiii 


ai  tiKht  in  ihc  raoinin]);,  bcieg  ii 
•>  miLHici,  firrni.sS.li.  withlJ 
indwitd,  whicb  we  cFiifrd  rod  Tooail 
{)uddin|;-Ulti  Tci,  4nd  liur  fltettint 
the   (lure  hoillt'd  j  Mne  ftie 


ni>in'lup-^*ll*iiC-Run  hc^,  whicli 

■t  llie  niiurn-lop-maa  held  (a  f<g»a]  which  i 

I  wo  French  fliipiof  WJr  upwi  iHMlinji,  »fl! 

n^rcd  ui  vrry  fil),  ind  we  pljiiily  discovered  htr  in  bt  1 1<)l|e  - 

of  war.     At  ivo  In  the  nficriioon.  i  Dmch  k'''''^'  pilGng  near 

we  boiOed  t  Ficncb  }irk  *i  our  en'i|;n  fltH,  and  Rrcd  *  gun  to  I 

vtti.     At  lulf  p<ill  five,  bciiij;  about  oiii:  mile  lo  windvird  of 

■nd  aWl  oiii  hemn,   toniiti;;  li'iwii  »  btfiiip,   fccmingl)'  wiih  an 


niiig 


)  *aio. 


i>  1.r< 


tULl. 


II  helm 


rh* 


hiulcd  her  jack  down  and  boidcd  her  cnfij-n  and  pcndin 
{boriencd  Tiil,   hauled  down  the  French  jack,  hoifled  our  culiuin, 
hiulcd  out  potii  up  (which  were  uniil  ihii  time  down)  and  run 
writhcr  gum  out;  upon  which   the  imntcduiely  hauled  ber  a 
and  fei  her  miin-bil  ind  flay-fjilt.     We  ihen  dilcnvered  her 
revcniy-four-giin  (hip,  having  faunecn  pmrii  below.  We  made 
Aretchcd  ahead  of  her  and  lacked,  puirmi;  her  lo  leeward, 
lacked  af(3>n  and  RoDd  <fier  her ;  fouitd  Hie  keni  awa)'  larf>e. 
bore  ifier  her  keeping  btr  i  liiilc  upon  the  Icc-ltow  lo  pri 
(hoicc  of  engaj^ng  ai  a  dinmce.     About  three  quineii  ai 
kcing  prrity  near  up  with  her,  though  not  near  enough  i 
fhc  pul  her  hrltn  hird  a  ilaiboiid  and  give  ni  her  laiboard  b< 
■nd  liicn  keeping  on  at  bcfuie  gave  ui  her  flirbtwrd  brMdGde. 
then   iinmedi<ilcl)r  ftatboa'dcd  oor  helm   ran  riitln  if 
u'hiin  fhe  wii  l[ad<n;>  her  gunt,  and  getting  dole  lo 
iitlm  ind  began  to  eiii(age,  at  chr  g>int  hnrc  ujran  Iter,     At  hall 
ten  we  were  fo  unlucky  « to  have  our  main. top. inifl  Ihot  away,  a 
fbe  loob  (he  adv^niage  of,  and  made  all  the  (ail  fee  tmM  IiWi 
we  did  ibe  (ame  ader  her.  and  cnrtiinar-d  to  chacc  yaiil  ci 
r,iu.ninc.  whrn  wc  fi-  ihe  Tiw.i-.  r,.d  of  Or 
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received  in  the  encounter,  as  ftatcd  beneath,  compelled  him 
♦o  refign  his  command  on  coming  into  port*,  but  he  re- 
fumed  it  again  on  his  recovery,  and  afterwards  ferved, under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  fir  C.  Saunders,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, We  have  no  farther  account  of  him, 
except  that  he  died  on  the  3 1  (i  of  March,  176-^. 

PROBY,  Chariest. -f^i'his  gentleman,  v/ho  is  flill 
living,  is  the  fourth  fon  of  John  Proby,  efq.  fometimc 
reprefentative  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon;  and  after- 
wards, in  tw^o  fuccellivc  parliaments,  for  the  borough  of 
Stamford.  His  mother,  who  died  June  the  loth,  1726^ 
was  Jane  Levifon,  daughter  to  John,  firll  lord  Gower. 
Having  betaken  himfelf  to  a  naval  life,  and  ferved  with 
the  greateft  credit  to  himfelf  in  the  diffluent  fubordinate 
ftations,  he  was,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1746,  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  Lyir.e.  In  the  month  of 
Auguft  1756,  iiniVicdiatcly  after  the  recommencement  of 
hollililics  with  France,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Syrei^ 
frigate,  and  before  the  end  of  the  lame  year  was  promoted 
to  the  Medway,  of  fjxty  gims.  Soon  after  this  appoint- 
ment a  complaint  was  preferred  againft  him,  by  fome  of 
the  people  under  his  command,  of  having  exercifed  un- 
due feverity  towards  them ;  a  charge  which,  after  proper 

*  In  1758  he  commanded  the  Magnanimc,  a  third  rate,  of  fcventy- 
fbur  guns,  in  the  Channel  fleet,  under  the  orders  of  lord  Anfon, 
•  commodore  Howe  having  removed  from  that  (hip  into  the  EfTex,  for 
the  purpofe  of  commanding  the  various  defultory  expeditions  which 
then  took  place  againft  the  coaft  of  France.  His  lordmip  refumed  his 
cc^nmand  on  his  return. 

f  The  family  of  Proby  came  originally  from  AValcs,  and  were  there 
named  .Ap  Probyn ;  but  they  have  flouriOied  for  manv  ages  in  the 
Cppnty  of  Huntingdoii.  Randolph  Proby,  of  the  city  of  ChcAer,  fet- 
tled S|t  Brampton  in  that  county  at  the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth 

crniury :  and  by  his  wife,   the  daughter  of Bernard,  had  two 

lbiit«  Ralph  Proby,  of  Brampton,  efq.  who  was  living  about  the  ^ear 
15809  and  died  in  1605  without  ilTud;  and  fir  Peter  Proby,  knight* 
;;*':  WO  (bcceeded  his  brother,  at  Bran^pton;  and  at  Elton  in  the  fame 
jt.'f^  -^OMfltf  •  He  ferved  the  high  ofHce  of  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  Lonr 
;r*  Am  tn  i68s:  in  1618  be  was  (lyled  of  Rans,  in  the  county  of 
^^.'  BmIes}  and  died  in  1624,  leaving,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
***  '  '  (ood,  of  Chivers,  in  Efl'cx,  efq.  and  relift  of  Edward  Hen- 
ndon,  gent,  five  fons  and  one  daughter.  Charles,  the  third 
*§r  Bpter,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  captain  Prcby  and  ctf 
^  Carysfort. 

I  i  7  invefti- 


904 


ttVIs  AVt>  CMARA^ 


iiftbr 


vcfld  of  foModalion,     IlB 
inpl'iycd.  iitMler  lill 
fucizcfilcfs  expedition   a^inftT 


invefligitton,  wa;  found  ii 
1757  he  was  one  of  iht  c<. 
Edward  Hawke,  on  the 
Rochfon  •. 

In  lydohcwasappoimcdio  the  Thunderer,  of  fercntyji 
foiir  guns,    and,    not    long   sftcrwards,  ordtrtd    out  f 
the   Mcdiierraiiean    and   Gibralur.     Ii>    the    month    1 
June,  1761,  he  was  fcni,  by  fit  Charles  Sounders, 
admiral- in-chief  on  that  lUiinn,  to  cruifc  otf  Cadi?-  wiil^ 
a  fmall  force  of  which  he  was  fetiior  or  coiimianiling  nflicet 
conliltingol  the  Thunderer,  liisown  (hip;  ihcModcfte,  al 
64.  guns,  (he  Thetis  frigaic,  and  Favourite  Hoop. 
<Jbjei5l  ot  this  litllc  expedition  was  t!it  interccpl'ion  of  n 
French  fliips  of  war,  ihc  Achilles,  of  lixty-four  guns,  aod 
the  BufTon  frigaie,  of  ihirty-iwu. 

On  rcconnoitcring  ihc  liiubour  of  Cadiz,  on  the  I4ih 
of  July,  captain  Proby  found  the  inemy  haj  fo  far  cfcaped 
his  vigilance  as  to  have  got  out  to  lea.  He  immedi- 
ately purfucd,  and  with  fuch  fucccfs  thai  on  the  i6ih  he 
difcovered  them.  He  came  up  fingl^  wilh  the  Achillea 
about  one  in  the  morning  on  the  17th,  anJ  captured  her 
after  a  very  fcvcre  though  llioit  atlion  of  hall  an  hour's 
continuance.  The  enemy  mailc  a  moll  gallant  defeiicci 
foihat  ihc  Thunderer  received  Very  conliderable  damage 
in  her  mads  and  tiding,  befides  having  fevcntccn  men 
killed  in  the  action,  and  one  hiindreil  and  thirteen  wound- 
ed, fevcral  of  them  fo  dciperjtcly  thai  nearly  twenty  died. 
Captain  Proby  himfclf  [though  foniinaicly  in  a  flight  ie- 
gree  only,  in  the  right  arm)  logcihiT  with  his  fecond  and^ 
third  lieutenants,  were  among  the  wounded.  He  contVq 
nricd  in  the  Mediterranean  and  in  (he  funic  commant 
during  nearly  the  whule  of  the  war.  In  1766  he  t 
manded  the  Yarmouth,  of  iixly-fuiir  gun!,  one  of  I 
guardfhips  Hatinneil  ^ii  C'iijih.im.  S.i.in  :iIt'-i  t)iii[iiil| 
which,  he  was,  i 
mandcr-in-chief  in   ■  i-lliw  ( 

commodore  Spry,     i  ■;!  of  t 
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time  he  was  abfent  on  this  fervice  he  had  his  bro^d  pendant 
on  board  the  Pembroke,  of  fixty  guns;  and,  in  1770, 
received  a  reinforcement  of  feveral  (hips,  in  confequeno* 
of  a  fuddcn  equipment  which  was  faid  to'  have  taken  place, 
on  the  part  of  France,  at  Toulon,  which  confequcntly 
raifcd  no  inconfiderable  grounds  of  jealoufy :  but  this 
cloud  pafling  away  without  creating  any  temped,  Mr* 
Proby  returned  not  long  afterwards  to  England. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  month  ef 
June  17719  he  was  appointed  comptroller  of  the  viAuaU 
ling  accounts,  an  office  which  he  refigned  before  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  year,  on  being  made  commiflfioner  of  the 
navy  reiident  at  Chathiam*.  This  office  he  has  ever  (inco 
continued  to  fill  with  the  higheft  reputation  for  diligence, 
a£livity  and  integrity  t. 

REYNOLDS,  John,— was,  on  the  3Qth  of  Oaobcr, 
1746*  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Arundel.  Wc  be- 
lieve him  to  have  been  immediately  afterwards  ordered  to 
Georgia,  where  he  continued  many  years.  He  is  faid  in 
fome  accounts,  particularly  by  Joeatfon,  to  have  been 
appointed  governor  of  that  colony  as  early  as  the  year 
1745,  but  we  do  not  find  any  adual  commiffion  for 
that  purpofe  to  have  been  figned  till  the  year  1753  or  4, 
in  one  of  which  it  is  mod  probable  his  actual  inveftment 
with  that  office  took  place.  Previous  to  the  latter  time, 
we  conceive  he  was  only  commander  of  the  fmall  naval 
force  kept  on  that  itation  for  its  prote6lion,  acircumftance 
which,  very  poffibly,  caufed  the  miflake.  He  retained 
the  government  till  the  year  175^,  when  he  returned  to 
England;  but  we  do  not  find  him  mentioned  durins  the 
remainder  of  the  war  except  as  having  commanded  the 
Firme,  of  fixty  guns,  on  the  Mediterranean  ftation. 
No  mention  is  made  of  him  after  this  time  till  the 
'year  1769  or  70,  when  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Bur«* 
lord,  of  feventy  guns,  one  of  the  guardfhips  ftationed  at 
Plymouth.  Early  in  1771  he  removed  into  the  Defence, 
■. '  I  ■  «  '  0 ■ 

*  In  tbe  enfuifig  year  be  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  a  (on,  who  un* 
CMtnnately  fell  into  the  bold  of  the  Vi£)ory  then  lying  in  ordinary  at 
Umimkk 

t  lie  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  —  Pownall,  efq.  by  whom  be 
had  ifliie  two  foos,  Charles  and  Baptift  Levifon. 

I  i4  ^ 


1ND  CHAEACTias  0»  " 

rtf  fev«nty-four  piinsj  a  Ihip  put  into  cnmmidion  st  lti«  | 
fatne  poR  in  confetiuence  of  iha  apprchciided  rupture  wiib  | 
Spain. 

This  appears  to  have  been  his  Ufi  command  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  private  captaiii.     On   ihc   31ft  of  Match,   \ 
'77S"  he  was  promoleH  10  be  rear-admiral  of  '.he  blui 
he  waf,  on  ihe  3d  of  Fibniary,  fj'/f'.  '"  b'^  rsjr-adn 
of  the  while;  early  in  ihe  monih  of  j n.ury  1778,  to  be 
rear  of  the  red ;  and.onthc  29111^:  11.'   Umc  inonlh,  10  be   | 
vice-ad[niral  of  ihc  bloc.     On   ii:L  r'nU  of  September^ 
1780,  he  was  farther  advanced  to  be  vii:e-admiral  of  ihe  | 
while,  a  tank  ftoni  which  he  experienced  no  farther  f 
tpotion  till  the  2+ih  of  S>:pfcmlH-r,  1787,  when  he  was  ] 
tqadcadmiralof  the  blue.     Thisadvanccmeni  he  did  qoi  1 
long  furvive,  dying  at  the  very  btginning  of  the  year  1 
ciiluing.  I 

SW  ER,  James, — was,  on  tlie  22d  of  March,  174.5-6,  1 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  ihc  Richmond  fiigaic,  which  U  J 
not  only  the  earliclt  information  we  have  been  afclc  to  1 
collcfl  concerning  him,  bm  alfo  comprifw  the  whole  ofl 
our  intelligence  rcLtive  10  his  fcrviccs  during  the  current  T 
war.  We  have  no  account  of  ihc  flatiuns  or  fhips  in  I 
which  he  was  ctnpjoyed  fubfitjucnt  to  the  above  limci  I 
till  the  year  1758,  when  he  commandtd  the  NaJlitu,  of  I 
fcvctity  guns,  one  of  the  fqtadron  feni  on  the  cxucdilion  I 
sgainll  Gorce,  under  the  «rderB  of  Mr.  Krppel.  Tbsl 
leading  particulars  of  this  Attack  and  enterprize,  e 
lliofc  in  which  Mr.  Saycr  bore  a  confpicuous  Iharc,  h 
been  already  related  at  fome  length  in  our  j^ccnunt  of  lliw 
coinniandcr-in-chicf",  and  10  whkh  il  is  confujuenilfil 
in  the  prefenl  inllance,  needlcfii  to  add. 

He  continued  in  the  Naffju  during  Ihc  remainder  1 
warj  but  is   not  otherwif^  nicntiuncd  ihau  a*  havii^ 
in    1762,   been    attached    10    iln.'    rjiiiailiin    Ifnl;OiH 
Ihe  Channit,  undent' 
his  royal  highncfs  tti 
count  of  his  having,  .1 
dafior  -'    ■ 
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to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  but  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  inverted  with  any  command.  On  the  3 1  ft  of  March, 
1775,  he  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red; 
and,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  to  be  vice  of  the  bluei 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1777,  ^^  ^^^  made  vice-admiral  of 
the  white,  which  was  the  higheft  rank  he  lived  to  obtain, 
dying;,  in  England,  on  the  15th  of  Od^ober  following. 

SHULDHAM,  or  SHOULDHAM,  (as  it  is  fpek 
by  Archdale)  Molineux,  Lord,  —  is  the  fecond  fon 
of  the  reverend  Samuel  Sh'uldham,  of  the  diocefe  of 
OflTory  *,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  went  to  fea  at 
the  very  early  age  of  ten  vears;  and  after  pafling  through 
the  different  fubordinate  ftations  was,  on  the  1 2th  of  May, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Sheernefs,  a  frigate 
at  that  time  employed  in  cruifing  off  the  coaft  of  Scotland. 
No  farther  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  fervice  till  to- 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  1754,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Seaford,  of  twenty  guns.  He  was  not  long  after- 
wards made  captain  of  the  Warwick,  of  fixty  guns,  and 
ordered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where,  on  the  nth  of  March, 
1756,  fometime  before  the  aftual  declaration  of  war,  he 
liad  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  three  French  (hips  of 
war,  the  Prudent,  of  feventy-four  guns ;  the  Atalante,  of 
thirty-four;  and  the  Zephyr,  of  thirty.  According  to  the 
French  accounts,  their  iTiips  were  miftaken  for  merchant- 
men, and  captain  Shuldham  would  not  open  his  lower 
ports  till  a  broadfide  from  one  of  the  frigates  convinced 
him  of  his  miflake.  He  then  made  all  the  fail  he  could 
fet  in  the  hope  of  making  his  efcape,  but  in  vain ;  the 
enemy's  (hips  failing  ^nd  working  much  better  than  the 
Warwick,  the  latter  was  foon  furrounded,  and,  after  as 
good  a  defence  as  it  was  capable  of  making,  compelled  to 
furrender  t. 

Captaia 

*  His  lordfbip  is  (icfccnded  from  a  family  of  Shuldham,  in  Ger- 
many ;  and  his  father,  the  reverend  Samuel  Shuldham,  was  beoeficecl 
in  the  diocefe  of  Oflbry.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daaiel 
Molyncux,  of  Ballymulvy,  in  the  county  of  Longford,  cfq.  (by  hi$ 
vife  Catharine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pooley,  of  Dublin,  cfq.)  and 
iifler  to  Pooley  Molyncux,  of  Ballymulvey,  who  died,  unrotrned,  ia 
2772  ;  and  bequeathed  his  eflates,  of  about  x6ool.  a  year,  to  the  eldeft 
fon  of  his  (iflcr,  by  Mr.  Shuldham. 

t  \ye  (hall  fubjoin  an  account  given  of  this  tranfa£lion,  in  a  letter 
(torn  the  We(l  Indicsj  written  foon  after  the  time,  and  fince  that  pub. 


5o6  irVES  AND  CHARACTERS  OF 

Captain  Shuldham's  conduft  oil  this  occifion  was, 
immediately  after  his  exchange,  invelligited  before  a 
court -martial,  by  which  he  w^s  moft  honourably  acquit- 
ted, and,  in  confeqiience,  was  appointed  to  the  Panther,  a 
Ihip  of  fixty  guns,  launched  a  Ihort  time  before.  In  the 
month  of  November  following  he  was  ordered  to  the 
Weft  Ir.dics  under  ihp  orders  of  commodore  Hughes,  who 
was  fent  thither  with  the  fquadron  dclUned  to  join  Mr. 
Moore,  and  proceed  on  the  attack  of  the  French  iflands. 
He  particularly  dillinguifhed  himfclf  at  the  attack  of 
Baffetcrre,  the  capital  of  the  ifland  of  Gaudaloupe,  which 
forrendered  after  a  very  fpirited  defence,  frona  whkh  the 
aflailants  received  very  confiderable  damage. 

In  1761  captain  Shuldham  was  appointed  to  the  Rai* 
fonabic,  of  fixty-fotir  guns,  a  (hip  taken  from  the  enemy 
not  long  before.  He  was  ordered  at  the  clofe  of  the  year 
10  the  Weft  Indies,  with  admiral  Rodney,  who  was  fent 
thither  with  a  very  formidable,  armament,  to  attack  the 
ifland  of  Martinico.  This  ihip  was  one  of  thofc  ap« 
pointed,  under  fir  James  Douglafs,  to  filcnce  fome  batte^ 
lies  on  the  coaft ;  in  endeavouring  to  perform  which  fcr- 
▼?cc,  when  kading  in,  flic  ran  on  a  fmall  reef  of  rocks  of 
which  the  pilot  was  ignorant.  The  fhip  was  totally  loft, 
but  all  the  people  together  with  the  ftores,  were  favcd. 
Captain  Shuldham  in  a  few  days  afterwards  commanded 
the  right  divilion  of  the  boats  which  landed  the  army  under 
general  Monckton,  but  is  not  afterwards  mentioned  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  war;  and  indeed  after  his  laft 
accident  docs  not  appear  to  have  held  any  commiftion.  Wc 
have  for  fome  years  no  farther  particulars  to  relate  concern- 
ing this  gentleman,  except  that,  in  March  1766,  a 
lidiculous  and  ill-founded  report  of  his  death  was  circu- 

liflied  verbatim,  by  fome  hiflorians,  »  the  moft  amhentic  that  is  to  be 
BKt  with. 

*'  The  Warwick,  of  fixty  guns,  who  had  been  cruifing  off  the  coaft 
of  Martinico,  and  had  taken  fcveral  French  prizes,  fell  in  with  the 
Prudent  man  of  ^var,  of  fc vrnty-four  guns,  who  had  in  company  with 
her  a  tixty  gun  fhip,  and  a  fri^^lc  of  ihirty-fix  guns.  The  Warwick 
perceiving  hcrfelf  thus  over-matched  endeavoured  to  get  clear  by 
making  a  runnin;^  fi-hr,  arid  actually  had  got  clear  of  the  large  (bi^, 
Eut  the  fii^atc,  bcin,-?  ordered  to  chace,  came  up  under  her  flern  and 
TaVcd  her  terribly,  by  wliiili  means  flic  was  kept  in  play  till  the  Pru- 
dent anain  ca.T-c  up,  and  ihc  Warwick  flruck." 

lated. 
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lated,  and  with  fo  much  peremptorinefs,  as  to  gain  np 
inconfiderable  degree  of  credit. 

The  next  mention  we -find  made  of  him  in  the  fervicc 
is,  that  about  the  year  1768,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Cornwall,  a  third  rate  of  feventy-four  guns,  lying  at 
Plymouth;  and  afterwards,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 77 1,  was  commi(fioned  to  the  Royal  Oak  of  the  fame 
force,  one  of  the  ihips  ordered  to  be  equipped,  at  Ply** 
mouth,  in  confequence  of  the  Apprehended  rupture  with 
Spain.  In  1772  he  was  appointed  governor  of  New- 
foundland, and  on  his  return  attheclofe  of  that  year  to 
England,  brought  with  him  an  Efquimaux  chief,  who  was 
preTented  to  his  majefty.  He  continued  in  the  fame 
command  during  the  three  fucceeding  years  without' 
meeting  with  any  remarkable  occurrence.  On  the  31ft 
of  March,  1 775,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of 
the  white,  and,  at  the  general  ele£tion  which  took  place 
in  the  enfuing  autumn,  was  returned  member  for  Fowey, 
in  Cornwall.  On  the  3d  of  February,  1776,  he  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue;  a  (hort  time 
before  which  he  was  appointed  to  command  on  the  Ame* 
rican  ilation,  and  proceeded  thither  having  his  flag  on 
board  the  Chatham,  of  fifty  guns. 

General  Howe  having  evacuated  Bofton  with  his  army 
early  in  the  year  1776,  proceeded  to  Halifax  under  the  pro- 
tcdlion  of  Mr.  Shuldham's  fmall  fquadron,  from  whence 
he  was,  together  with  the  troops  and  florefhips,  convoyed, 
in  the  month  of  June,  to  Staten  Ifland  by  the  vice-admiral, 
who,  on  the  3ifl  of  July,  was,  by  writ  of  privy  feal,  bear- 
ing date  the  24th  of  June  preceding,  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Numerous  as  was 
the  fleet  under  his  lordfhip*s  proteflion,  confifling  of  an 
immcnfe  number  of  tranfports,  vi£luallers,  and  (lorefhips, 
it  was  convoyed  in  the  greateft  fafety  to  its  place  of  delti* 
nation,  having  fuffercd  not  the  fmallefl  diminution  or  lofs 
cither  by  capture  or  accident.  The  troops  were  imme* 
diatcly  afterwards  landed  on  Staten  Ifland  without  inter- 
ruption, and  every  preparation  made  under  his  lordfhip's 
aulpices  for  commencing  ofFen five  operations  immediately 
on  the  arrival  of  lord  Howe  and  the  reinforcements  which 
were  daily  expc£led  from  England. 

Nothing 


jel  tfvtsAHA  cuAKAcrni  or 

Kotliing  n)aicri.i1,  Ut  as  hi;  lordlhip  was  parltcularfd 
concerned,  loni;  pbce  during  llic  time  nf  Iiis  coiitiauafla 
in  America.  HerciiiriKclftnmllicncccarlyiniheycariyyTi 
and  did  not  take  upon  him  any  ;i£)ivc  employment  litliftc^ 
ilw  ctunmcnccniiiit  ot  hoUiliiics  with  France  in  tbcenfii^ 
ing  year :  lie  was  ihcn  appointed  to  command  the  a 
lional  convoy  fcnt  wiili  the  outward-bound  Weft  Indiai 
and  American  tkets,  m  h  fomctimcs  nccclTary  in  time  o 
war  in  order  to  protc3  th«m  to  a  f.ife  Uttiudc.    This  fi 
vice  he  executed  wiih  fuccefs.     After  his  return  he  r 
ccivcd  acommiflion,  appointing  him  port  admiral  at  ( 
Diout h.aftalion  he  continued  roliold,cxccpi  at  fitmcinlerv 
of  aUence  ;  during  which  his  place  was  fupplied  by  v 
adminil  Uiibjnk,  till  after  the  conclnfion  of  the  war  iri 
17^3.     Since  that  time  he  has  noi  accepted  any  command,^ 
f)  that  we  have  nothing  farther  to  give  in  ad>Ji:ion  10  tha 
relation,  excejit  the  account  of  his  fevcral  promotions : 
thcfc,  wc  believe  the   following  to  be  the  dates:  vie 
admiral  of  the  white,  on  the  I9ih  of  March,  1779;  vic« 
of  the  red,  September  the  zbth,  17S0;  admiral  oftbebliu 
September  the  Z4ih,  lyttj;  and  admiral  of  ihe  whi 
February  ihc  ifl,  1793. 

SMITH,  Abel.— The  fiift  information  wc  hare  < 
this  gentleman  is,  that  he  was  promoted  to  be  ca[>iain  a 
the  Surptixc  frigate  on  ihe  22d  of  Jamiary,  1745-6.  ' 
the  monih  of  July,  in  ihe  cnfuing  year,  he  was,  ; 
cording  10  fomc  accounts,  appoinled  captain  of  I 
Crown,  a  (hip  then  newly  launched  at  Dcptfoid:  but  «  _ 
dare  not  affert  this  for  a  polliive  fs3,  being  fomewhal 
<li)ubiful  whether  it  was  captain  Abel,  or  captaio  E"'~~ 
Smith,  of  whom  fomc  acconni  has  been  abeadygiv* 
lie  is  alfo  Ijid  to  have  accepted,  after  the  conchifioa  c 
ihc  war  in    ■  itH,  the  command  of  the  Hunter  Qot 
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tidn,  that  we  have  relative  to  this  gentleman »  except  that 
he  died  in  England  on  the  12th  of  May,  1756. 

STEPHENS,  Nathaniel. — Thisgenth-mari  is  fcarccly, 
to  reckon  with  propriety,  entitled  to  a  place  here.  He 
tvas,  on  the  ift  of  February,  1746,  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  Lively  frigate,  and  died  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
holding  the  fame  (tation  (but  never  having  had  his  com- 
miflion  confirmed  by  the  admiralty  board)  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1747. 

VAUGHAN,  John, — vras,  on  the  nth  of  Auguft, 
1746,  appointed  captain  of  the  Solebay  frigate.  He  is 
one  of  thofe  officers  who  have  lived  to  reach,  with  the 
greatefl  credit  to  themfelves,  the  higheft  rank  in  the  fer->» 
vice,  without  ever  being  fortunate  enough  to  experience 
a  finglc  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  celebrity  every  gal- 
lant man  is  ambitious  to  obtain*  So  little  mention  is 
made  of  him  while  he  continued  on  the  lift  of  private  cap- 
tains,that  we  have  not  been  able  to  colledl  any  account  what- 
ever even  of  his  appointments,  except  that  he  at  one  time,  • 
not  precifely  to  be  afcertained,  commanded  the  Subtile,  a 
frigate  of  twenty-iix  guns,  taken  from  the  enemy  by  the 
Portland,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1746;  and  at  another  pci. 
riod  the  Juno,  of  thirty-two  guns.  Undiflinguifhcd  as  thefe 
are,  fo  high  was  the  opinion  entertained  of  him,  and  from 
private  information  we  have  received  it  appears  mofljuftly 
fo,  that  he  was  promoted,  according  to  his  feniority  *  on 
the  lift,  through  the  feveral  ranks  and  degrees  of  a  flag- 
officer  till  he  at  length  reached  that  of  admiral  of  the  blue. 
The  following  appear  to  be  the  dates  of  his  different  pro- 
motions :  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  March  the  31ft,  1 775 ; 
•rear  of  the  red,  February  3,  1776;  on  the  29th 
of  January,  1778,  vice  of  the  blue;  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1779,  vice  of  the  white;  and  of  the  red,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  1780:  on  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  he 
was  raifed  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue ;  but  never  in  any  of 
'  thefe  ftations  accepted  of  any  command.  He  died  at  his 
ftat  at  Trecon,  near  Haverfordweft,  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1789. 


•  In  1771,  on  the  profpcfl  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  he  was  ap- 
.Aoiateii  regulaung-oflBcer  tor  the  port  of  Mi  I  ford  and  the  didrifl  of 
iniihWaki. 

WEBB, 


jptO  tiTtt  AKB  CllABACTtftS  0t 


\f  Jaaicf»--->was,  in  17451  commander  of.tlitf 
lamiaca  floop,  a  veflbl  at  that  time  emplojred  as  a  cniifer 
m  the  Channel;  At  the  clafe  of  the  year  we  find  him  men* 
tioned  as  having,  in  com|Amy  with  the  Amazon,  captured  a 
Ami  Fienoh  privateer,  belongtnig  to  Granville,  carrying 
jfaDteoo  carriage  and  fwivd  guns,  with  a  crew  of  one  hun^ 
dned  and  five  men.  He  afterwankmade  prize,  inthe  month 
«f  April,ef  a  fecond  of  the  fame  force,  called  the  Poftillion, 
of  EKeppe;  as  he  alfo  did  a  third,  of  inferior  ftrength,  on 
Ae  28th  of  May,  at  the  back  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  toge^ 
iber  with  a  prize  taken  by  her  immediately  before.  Thefe 
scpeated  initances  of  his  adivity  were  rewarded  by  his 
promotion,  on  the  25th  of  June,  1746,  to  be  captain  of 
she  Surprize  frigate,  in  which  he  vms  equally  affiduous 
SBod  fuccefsfuK  In  the  month  of  November,  beine  at 
anchor  oflF  Newhaven,  he  difcovered  two  French  priva* 
leers  in  cbace  of  ibme  merchant  veflels.  He  immediatel/ 
ffimd^aod  giving  chace  came  up  with,  and  captured  one 
«  diem  after  threie  hours  purfuit ;  the  other  ettefied  ber 
cfcape.  In  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing  month  he  was 
«yially  fortunate,  having  refcued  an  Enghfli  Welt  India- 
foany  and  captured  the  privateer  *  which  was  in  purfuit  of 
her. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1 747-8,  he  was  or** 
dered  out  on  a  cruife  with  the  Rainbow,  which  was  put 
4mder  his  command.  On  the  22d  of  January,  being  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  he  difcovered  two  (hip9 
fiandingdiSerent  courfes.  He  immediately  made  a  fignal 
for  the  Rainbow  to  chace  one,,  while  he  himfclf  pnrfucd 
the  other,  which  he  captured  in  the  duik  of  tl>e 
evening,  after  firing  a  few  ihot  at  her.  It  proved  a  very 
confequential  prize,  bein^  a  packet,  called  the  Paln^e, 
Wlonging  to  the  French  king,  bound  from  Breft  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  aiKl  mounting  twelve  carriage  guns. 
The  Rainbow  was  equally  fuccefsful,  having  takei\ 
die  ihip  ihe  was  fent  in  purfuit  of,  a  very  large 
privateer  belonging  to  Granville,  called  the  Count 
de  NoaiUes,  carrying  twenty-two  carriage  guns,  and 
manned  with  a  chofen  crew  01  one  hundred  and  fifty  men« 

•  The  Lsuvetie,  of  Dieppe,  carrying  twelve  carriage  aod  f«ivei 
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Still  in  the  current  of  fuccefs,  captain  Webb  in  three  days 
afterwards  re-capiured  a  very  valuable  fnow  from  Anti- 

fiia,  bound  to  London^  taken  a  few  days  before  by  the 
)auphin  Royal  privateer  of  St.  Maloes«  From  perTons 
on  board  this  velFel  the  firft  intelligence  was  received  ia 
England  of  the  fuCccfs  which  had  attended  the  Britifli 
fquadron,  in  the  capture  of  the  greater  part  of  the  convoys 
which  had  efcaped  from  fir  Edward  Hawke,  in  the 
preceding  autumn,  when  L'Etendiere's  fquadron  was  fo 
completely  difcomfitcd  by  him.  We  have  no  fubfequent 
account  relative  to  him  till  after  the  recommencement  of 
the  war  with  France  in  1756,  when  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Sunderland,  of  lixty  i^uns.  After  quitting  the  (hip 
latt-mcntioned  he  was  made  captain  of  the  Antelope,  in 
which  he  died  on  the  14th  of  May,  1 761. 

WELLARD,  Robert,  —  was,  on  the  31ft  of  May, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Roebuck,  from  whicti 
fhip  he  was,  not  long  afterwards,  removed  into  the  Hatt* 
ings  frigate.  He  was  ordered  early  in  the  year  1747-8  to 
cruife  in  the  North  Seas,  and  off  the  coaft  of  Holland, 
principally  for  the  purpofe  of  protcfling  the  Britilh  com* 
merte  in  that  quarter  from  the  depredations  of  privateers. 
In  this  fervice  he  had  no  indifferent  fuccefs,  having,  on 
the  26t:i  of  March,  captured  a  veflel  of  that  defcription, 
belonging  to  Calais,  carrying  twenty  carriage  and  iWivel 
guns;  and  on  the  2jd  of  the  enfuing  month  a  fecond,  be- 
longing to  Boulogne,  called  the  Duke  de  Rambouillet,  of 
fomcwhat  inferior  force.  We  find  no  farther  mention 
made  of  him  in  the  fervice,  from  which  we  believe  him 
to  have  retired  many  years  previous  to  his  death.  He  is  faid 
by  ftime  to  have  afterwards  accepted  the  command  of  one 
of  the  Dover  packets,  and  to  have  retained  this  ftaiion  till 
his  death,  which  happened,  at  Dover,  on  April  15,  1776, 
WRAY,  Charles, — was,  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1746,  promoted  to  be  captain  of  the  Rye  frigate.  H« 
was  not  long  after,  ordered  to  America,  on  which  ftation 
We  find  him  mentioned,  in  the  month  of  May,  1748,  as 
the  captor  of  two  privateers,  one  Spanifh,'  the  other 
PVench,  which  he  carried  into  Charleftown.  The  next 
notice  we  find  taken  of  him  is  in  the  year  1756,  when  he 
was  one  of  the  captains  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  in 
the  month  of  September,  as  palFcngcrs  on  board  the  Am- 
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btifcadey  for  the  purpofc  of  fupplying  the  place  of  thofe 
officers  who  were  ordered  to  England  as  evidences  on  the 
approaching  trial  of  the  iinforlunale  admiral  Bync;.  VVe 
believe  him,  on  this  occaiion,  to  have  been  appointed  to 
the  Captain,  of  fcventy-fotir  gtins. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  thence  he  appears  to  have 
been  appointed  to  the  Auguita  yacht.  As  we  know  him 
to  have  commanded  that  velfel  in  1761 ;  and  do  not  find 
any  intervening  mention  made  of  him  in  any  more  adtive 
ftation,  we  fiippofe  him  to  have  continued  in  that  we  have 
juil  pointed  out  till  the  time  ol  his  death,  which  happened 
BD>the  year  1773^ 
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